
Luke Johnson
CEO

From the Manager

Iam happy to announce that the 
crews we sent to assist with hur-

ricane restoration in Louisiana and 
Alabama have all returned safely. 
Our line and forestry crews showed 
their dedication to cooperative 
members, even those outside of 
Clay County, by packing up and 
heading south when duty called and 
people were in need. You can read 
more about their journey on page 
20B. 
 Mutual aid agreements among 
the many cooperatives that make 
up the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association are a prod-
uct of one of the seven coopera-
tive principles, cooperation among 

cooperatives. When a cooperative 
experiences a natural disaster or 
other major event that leaves them 
short of manpower, they know they 
can put out a call for mutual aid 
assistance and cooperative crews 
around the nation will roll out. 
Whether it be a hurricane on the 
east coast, wildfi res in the west 
or ice storms here at home, when 
there is a need, cooperatives come 
together. 9584-002
 As we look forward to 
Th anksgiving this month, I 
am thankful to work with such 
dedicated and caring people. 
Clay Electric will be closed on 
Nov. 26 and 27 in observance of 

Th anksgiving this year. We wish you 
and yours the best this and every 
month. 
 As always, keep a lookout for 
your member number in the center 
section of this magazine. Th ere are 
three member numbers hidden in 
Clay Electric News. If you fi nd your 
number and give us a call, you win 
$5 off  your next bill!

Every month we will have three member numbers hidden 
throughout Clay Electric News. If you find your member number 
that corresponds to the one found on the upper right corner of 
your bill, call our office and identify your number and the page it’s 
on. If correct, you will win a $5 credit on your next electric bill.

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Keep cold air out to save 
energy. Seal air leaks around 
pipes and any gaps around 
chimneys and unfinished 
spaces behind cupboards and 
closets. 
Source: www.energy.gov

Our offi ce will be closed 
Nov. 26-27 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday.
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Clay Electric linemen help restore 
power in Louisiana and Alabama

Hurricanes Laura, Marco and 
Sally barreled through the 

Gulf of Mexico in quick succession, 
causing major flooding and wind 
damage to huge areas in Louisiana 
and Alabama. During the three-
week period in which these three 
storms hit, the damage is estimated 
between $16 billion and $20 bil-
lion. The hurricanes inflicted a 
death toll of 44 people and left 
towns and neighborhoods reeling 
even as the flood waters start to 
recede. Hundreds of thousands of 
people across the affected states 
sat without power after the bat-
tering of the successive storms. In 
the immediate aftermath, electric 
cooperatives mobilized to restore 
power to their members. 
 Clay Electric Co-operative 

was one of the many cooperatives 
across more than a dozen states to 
send mutual aid to those affected 
by the hurricanes. Clay Electric 
sent two construction crews and a 
forestry crew to assist cooperative’s 
in Louisiana and Alabama. They 
gathered with workers from all over 
the map to restore outages as soon 
as it was safe to do so. 10728-002
 The idea of mutual aid is tied 
directly to one of the seven fun-
damental principles of the coop-
erative model, cooperation among 
cooperatives. “Facing hardships 
like this together gives us more 
resources than we could ever 
come up with alone,” said Luke 
Johnson, CEO of Clay Electric 
Co-operative. “We are all co-op 
members and helping our sister 

cooperatives is just the right thing 
to do. We know if we needed help, 
they would be here for us.”  
 More than a million members 
were without power in the after-
math of the multiple hurricanes. 
Clay Electric’s relief crews spent 
more than a month in Louisiana 
and Alabama working 17-hour 
days to help the members left 
without power. We are grateful for 
their willingness to sacrifice time 
at home with their families to help 
our co-op family recover from 
these natural disasters.
 Ultimately, recovering from 
disasters like these require the ded-
ication and tireless effort of good 
people. Clay Electric Co-operative 
is blessed to have the best working 
with us.

Clay Electric Co-operative employees (L-R) Brody Snell, Eric Moyer, Damien Bowling, Adam Smith, Phillip 
Durre and Brock Henson.
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Members contribute equitably to, and 
democratically control, the capital of 
their cooperative. At least part of that 

capital remains the common property of 
the cooperative. Members allocate 

surpluses for any or all of the following 
purposes: developing the cooperative; 

setting up reserves; benefiting members 
in proportion to their transactions with 
the cooperative; and supporting other 

activities approved by the membership.

By working together through local, 
national, regional, and international 

structures, cooperatives improve 
services, bolster local economies and 
deal more effectively with social and 

community needs.

Membership in a cooperative is open
to all persons who can reasonably use
its services and stand willing to accept

the responsibilities of membership,
regardless of race, religion, gender or

economic circumstances.

Cooperatives are autonomous, 
self-help organizations controlled by 

their members. If they enter into 
agreements with other organizations, 

including governments, or raise 
capital from external sources, they 

do so on terms that ensure 
democratic control as well as their 

unique identity.

Cooperatives work for the 
sustainable development of their 

communities through policies 
supported by the membership.

Education and training for 
members, elected representatives 

(directors/trustees), CEOs
and employees help them

effectively contribute to the
development of their cooperatives. 
Communications about the nature 

and benefits of cooperatives, 
particularly with the general public 

and opinion leaders, helps boost 
cooperative understanding.

Cooperatives are democratic 
organizations controlled by their 

members, who actively participate in 
setting policies and making decisions. 

Elected representatives 
(directors/trustees) are elected from 

among the membership and are 
accountable to the membership. In 

primary cooperatives, members have 
equal voting rights (one member, one 
vote); cooperatives at other levels are 

organized in a democratic manner.

MEMBERS’ ECONOMIC
PARTICIPATION

COOPERATION AMONG
COOPERATIVES

VOLUNTARY AND
OPEN MEMBERSHIP

AUTONOMY AND
INDEPENDENCE

CONCERN FOR
COMMUNITY

EDUCATION, TRAINING
AND INFORMATION

DEMOCRATIC
MEMBER CONTROLCooperatives around the world

operate according to the same set 
of core principles and values,
adopted by the International

Co-operative Alliance. 
These priciples are a key reason 

why America’s electric cooperatives 
operate differently from other

electric utilities, putting the needs 
of our members first.
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7784 Old Hwy. 50, 
P.O. Box 517, 

Flora, Illinois 62839
618-662-2171
800-582-9012

Office hours: 
7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

www.ceci.coop
facebook.com/ceci.coop

Clay Electric 
Co-operative, Inc.

Minutes of the Board of Trustees Meeting
September 28, 2020

The regular meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of Clay 

Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CECI) 
was held at the Clay Electric 
Cooperative Headquarters, Flora, 
Illinois beginning at 7:00 o’clock 
p.m. on Monday, September 28, 
2020.
 Trustees present were: Kevin 
Logan, Bob Pierson, Bill Croy, 
Danny Schnepper, Greg Smith, 
Neil Gould, Richard Rudolphi, 
Frank Czyzewski and Frank 
Herman. Also present were: Luke 
Johnson, CEO and Tyra Cycholl, 
Attorney for the Board. The meet-
ing was opened by Bob Pierson, 
who presided and Greg Smith, 
acted as secretary thereof.
 The pledge of allegiance was 
recited followed by the invocation, 
given by Richard Rudolphi.
 The following proceedings were 
had [all action being first duly 
moved and seconded and all action 
taken being upon the unanimous 
vote of the Board or without dis-
senting vote of abstention unless 
otherwise stated]:
 APPROVED, the Suggested 
Agenda.
 APPROVED, the Consent 
Agenda including the following:

 n APPROVED, the prior 
meeting minutes.

 n APPROVED, (a) to admit 
to membership those 20 
applicants connected for ser-
vice since the last such review 
by the board, and (b) cancel 
those 11 former members 
shown on the Manager’s 
Report since the last such 
review by the Board, said 
members no longer taking 
service;

 n APPROVED, the Work 
Orders;

 n APPROVED, the 
Disbursements;

 n APPROVED, the Credit 

Card Statements;
 n REVIEWED, the Attorney 

Retainer;
 n REVIEWED, the Account 

Summary Report;
 n REVIEWED, the Federated 

Report from the Board;
 n REVIEWED, the 

Regulatory Compliance 
Exchange Report;

 n REVIEWED, the NRECA 
Board Report.

 APPROVED, Rate 22 as 
presented.
 REVIEWED, the Virtual 
District 5 meeting plans.
 REVIEWED, the CFC capital 
credit check.
 WERE REMINDED, that 
the Region meetings will be held 
virtually.
 REVIEWED, the NRECA 
Regional Meeting Agenda.
 HEARD, a report by Frank 
Herman regarding the SIPC 
Meeting as well as the Marion 
Plan and PSGC Update.
 HEARD, a report by Kevin 
Logan regarding there was no 
AIEC Meeting.
 HEARD and APPROVED, a 
financial report by Luke Johnson as 
to the following:

 n August 2020 Form 7;
 n August 2020 Balance Sheet;
 n August 2020 Cash Flow;
 n UUS Check and CRC 

Check;
 n SIPC Power Delivered in 

July 2020 dated September 9, 
2020;

 n July Line Loss;
 n Monthly Reconciliation.

 HEARD, a Safety Report for 
the month of May.
 REVIEWED, the Federated 
Audit.
 HEARD, a Monday Morning 
Safety Meeting held Sept. 21, 
2020.
 HEARD and APPROVED, 

the Manager’s report by Luke 
Johnson on the following topics:

 n Clay Annual Meeting;
 n Operations Report;
 n Jeff Davis Electric 

Cooperative Assistance;
 n Communications Report;
 n Upcoming meetings.

 REVIEWED and 
DISCUSSED, the Clay Annual 
Meeting due to COVID-19.
 REVIEWED, the 
Communications Report.
 REVIEWED, the assistance 
of lineman and tree trimmers to 
Jeff Davis Electric Cooperative in 
Louisiana:
 WERE REMINDED, of 
upcoming meetings on Oct. 26, 
2020 at 7 p.m. in the Clay Board 
Room and Nov. 23, 2020 and Dec. 
28, 2020 at 1 p.m. in the Clay 
Board Room.
 REVIEWED, a thank you card 
from an individual in Louisiana 
regarding hurricane restoration 
efforts. 12995-001
 There being no further business 
to come before the Board, said 
meeting was declared adjourned at 
8:30 p.m.
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