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LET’S KEEP WORKING FOR THE FUTURE, TOGETHER.

Compeer Financial® has always been there for our clients and the communities we serve. Our 
unique perspective is born from decades of working in home lending to offer insights to overcome 
challenges. We provide solutions — from home and land mortgages to construction loans, 
refinancing and more — designed to give you the tools needed to succeed. And our experienced 
financial team will guide you every step of the way.

Compeer Financial can provide assistance with finances based on historical data and industry expertise.
Compeer does not provide legal, tax or investment advice. Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit  
Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider. © 2020 All rights reserved. NMLS #619731

Learn more by visiting us at: 

   COMPEER.COM/HOMEMORTGAGE
(844) 426-6733 | #CHAMPIONRURAL

COMMITTED TO SERVING YOUR 
HOME LENDING NEEDS.



ENERGY
VAMPIRES
DON’T LET THEM DRAIN YOUR WALLET

Many household appliances are using energy 
even when not in use, including televisions, 
computers, DVD players, cable boxes with 
DVR, cell phone chargers, printers, and 
game consoles. Depending on how many 
appliances are used, costs can quickly add 
up to $100-200 a year. 

Stop energy vampires. Plug electronics into 
a smart power strip or a power strip you can 
turn off. Simply unplugging unused kitchen 
appliances could save you $10-20 per year.

Learn how to stop energy vampires, 
visit SafeElectricity.org.

TOP 10
1. TVs
2. Home computers
3. Video game consoles
4. Surround sound systems
5. Cell phone & tablet chargers
6. Satellite/Cable boxes
7. DVD players
8. Printers
9. Microwave
10. Coffee maker

OFFENDERS
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Co-ops and the 
communities 
they serve
October is National Co-op Month. 

6 C U R R E N T S

This month’s 
highlights
News/Legislation/Trends/Tips

1 4  E N E R G Y  S O L U T I O N S

Making basements 
and crawl spaces 
more e�  cient
Insulating your wallet from 
high energy costs. 

 1 6  P O W E R E D  U P

Do your part, be 
cyber smart
Cybersecurity is up to all of us.

1 8  S A F E T Y  C H E C K

Have a safe harvest
Avoid hazards with power lines. 

2 0  G A R D E N W I S E

Bury bulbs now for 
a colorful spring
Fall planting produces 
early � owers.

 3 2  F I N E S T  C O O K I N G

Stacks and syrup
Hotcakes, � apjacks, 
pancakes, oh my!

 3 4 G R E A T  O U T D O O R S

Persimmons
A fall delicacy

3 8  S N A P S H O T S

Black and white
Readers capture the world 
in shades of gray. 

22 Cruise the colors of the 
Great River Road
Explore fall’s natural beauty along the 550 miles 
of Illinois’ western border.

27 A twist of Lyme
Educate yourself about prevention and 
symptoms of this debilitating disease.

30 Chilling out at a classic 
American diner
� is month PRAIRIE TABLE visits 
Igloo Diner in Peru.

COVER PHOTO: Great River Road near Gra� on
PHOTO CREDIT: GREAT RIVER & ROUTES TOURISM BUREAU
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PHOTO CREDIT: ILLINOIS OFFICE OF TOURISM
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Co-ops and the local communities they serve
O C TO B E R  I S  N AT I O N A L  C O - O P  Month, and this 
year, it makes sense to use this time to recognize 
and celebrate the variety that is the essence of 
being local.

� at local heritage for electric co-ops started 
in the 1930s with neighborly visits, o� en on 
horseback from one farm to the next, talking 
about the lights they could see in the city but 
didn’t have themselves. � ey weren’t likely to get 
those modern conveniences because no com-
pany saw a pro� t in stringing wires to power a 
few light bulbs in a remote farmhouse.

No such thing as a typical co-op
Local farmers took ma� ers into their own 

hands. � ey pooled $5 startup fees, organized 
member-owned, not-for-pro� t electric coopera-
tives, and convinced local politicians to create 
a federal loan program to help with the rest of 

the cost. � ey created what others 
didn’t see: one of the most e�  cient 
agricultural economies in the world 
and communities based around a 
variety of business and industry, 
from manufacturing to tourism.

Today, 900 electric co-ops pro-
vide electricity to more than 20 mil-
lion businesses, homes, schools and 
farms. � ey cover more than half 
the land in the United States. � ey 
employ more than 68,000 people 
and invest $12 billion a year in local 
economies, contributing $88.4 bil-
lion to the nation’s Gross Domestic 
Product.

Because electric co-ops are so 
uniquely local, it’s hard to describe 

a typical co-op. � ey’re big and small. � e largest 
electric co-op serves nearly 350,000 members; 
the smallest, 113.

� ey’re in metropolitan and non-metro-
politan areas. While rural electric co-ops don’t 
typically serve cities, many of the communities 
served have grown over the decades. About 40 
percent serve counties classi� ed as rural and 60 
percent classi� ed as metropolitan. Another way 
to look at that variety is by the average number 

of members served by each mile of power lines. 
� e co-op with the densest population serves 78 
members for each mile of line. � e most remote 
co-op averages less than one person per mile of 
line.

While those numbers re� ect the variety and 
uniqueness of who co-ops serve, what they do 
also ma� ers. 

Less pollution, more renewable energy
As co-op members became more aware of 

environmental priorities, co-ops focused on 
reducing power plant emissions. From 2009 
to 2016 co-ops reduced greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 8 percent, nitrogen oxide emissions by 
24 percent and sulphur dioxide emissions by 66 
percent. Co-ops also launched energy e�  ciency 
programs, many o� ering home and business 
energy checkups to make sure members got the 
best value for their energy dollar.

Electric co-ops are helping power the growth 
in alternative energy. � ey pioneered in the 
development of community solar, which allows 
co-op members to participate in renewable 
energy without the expense and e� ort of install-
ing solar panels on their own property. Co-op 
solar capacity has more than quadrupled in the 
past � ve years. Seventeen percent of co-op elec-
tricity now comes from hydroelectric power, 
solar, wind and other renewable sources.

Now that we’re all faced with the fallout from 
the e� ects of COVID-19, electric co-ops are 
again on the job as the virus changes everything 
from the national economy to how we say hello 
to our neighbors.

Electric co-ops are developing payment plans 
for people out of work. � ey’re socially distanc-
ing line crews and se� ing up drive-in or virtual 
membership meetings. 

� e world keeps changing, and electric 
co-ops will continue to adapt. Each co-op’s 
approach may di� er, but they’ll do whatever it 
takes to adapt in ways that make the most sense 
for the people in their community. � at’s what it 
means to be a local electric co-op. 

Paul Wesslund writes on 
cooperative issues for 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, the 
Arlington, Va.-based service 
arm of the nation’s 900-plus 
consumer-owned, not-for-pro� t 
electric cooperatives.
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FIRSTThoughts
Illinois Country Living is a monthly 
publication serving the communications 
needs of the locally-owned, not-for-
pro� t electric cooperatives of Illinois. 
With a circulation of almost 191,000, 
the magazine informs cooperative 
consumer-members about issues 
affecting their electric cooperative 
and the quality of life in rural Illinois. 

PRESIDENT/CEO

Duane Noland
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Kevin Brannan
VICE PRESIDENT OF 
COMMUNICATIONS/EDITOR

Valerie Cheatham
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Colten Bradford
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Illinois Country Living (ISSN number 
1086-8062) is published monthly by 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, 6460 S. Sixth Street 
Frontage Road East, Spring� eld, 
IL 62712. The cost is $2.88 plus 
postage per year for members of 
subscribing cooperatives and $12 
per year for all others. Periodical 
postage paid at Spring� eld, Illinois, 
and additional mailing o�  ces. 
© 2020 Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 

COOPERATIVE MEMBERS: For 
address changes contact your 
local electric cooperative.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 
3787, Spring� eld, IL 62708.

ADVERTISING: Acceptance of 
advertising by the magazine does not 
imply endorsement by the publisher 
or the electric cooperatives of Illinois 
of the product or service advertised. 
Illinois Country Living is not responsible 
for the performance of the product 
or service advertised and reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising. 

icl.coop

800-593-2432   info@icl.coop 

touchstoneenergy.com

Member of AMP network of 
publications, reaching more than 9 
million households and businesses.

         

            



Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 “Some of my patients consider me 
the last stop for people who have vision 
loss,” said Dr. Weingart, one of only a 
few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fi tting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the 
 leading cause of blindness and vision 
loss in people over 50. Despite this, 
most adults are not familiar with the 
 condition. As many as 25% of those 
over the age of 50 have some degree 
of macular degeneration. The macula 

reported that 56% of patients treated 
with a high-dose combination of vita-
mins experienced improved vision 
after six months.
 While age is the most signifi cant 
risk factor for developing the disease, 
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular 
 disease, and high blood pressure have 
also been identifi ed as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to fi gure out 
everything and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning, especially 
driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefi t of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. Weingart. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a 
 consul tation, give Dr. McDaniel or 
Dr. Weingart a call. You can also visit 
our websites.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com
1-618-566-8899

Offi  ce located in Mascoutah, Illinois

Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

www.FoxValleyLowVision.com
1-800-341-8498
Located in Oswego, IL

Ronald Weingart, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.
A scene as it might be viewed by a person 

is only one small part of the retina; 
however, it is the most sensitive and 
gives us sharp central vision. When 
it degenerates, macular  degeneration 
leaves a blind spot right in the  center 
of vision, making it diffi  cult or 
 impossible to recognize faces, read a 
book, or pass the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
form. New research suggests vitamins 
can help. The British medical jour-
nal BMC Ophthalmology recently 

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT
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Senior HelpLine.
Call 800-252-8966 to � nd 
programs and 
services for 
older adults 
and persons 
with disabilities. 

Trick or treat. Hold a 
� ashlight and look both 

ways before 
crossing a 
street while 

trick-or-treating.

Safety reminder. Fall is 
the time to replace 
batteries in 
your smoke 
and carbon 
monoxide 
detectors. 

Tip of the month. Check 
for energy saving settings on 
� at panel TVs like brightness 

control and 
a power 
saving sleep 
mode.

Cast your vote on November 3
Illinois’ electric cooperatives’ top priority is providing consumer-members with safe, reliable 
and a� ordable energy. But this job requires more than stringing and maintaining power lines. 
It requires political engagement. � at may seem far removed from our core mission, but it’s 
absolutely essential to the services cooperatives provide.

� at’s why electric co-ops in Illinois and across the country are participating in Co-ops 
Vote, a nonpartisan program that encourages all co-op members to participate in national, 
state and local elections. � e program also aims to educate political candidates and elected 
o�  cials about the important role electric cooperatives play in their local communities.

� e National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the service organization representing 
the nation’s electric co-ops, launched Co-ops Vote in 2016. Co-ops Vote started as a national 
get-out-the-vote initiative that helped drive rural voter turnout.

As co-ops, the civic virtue of voting is in our DNA. We show concern for community—
one of the seven cooperative principles—through participation in our democracy.

Co-ops have another advantage. Elected o�  cials and decision-makers across the political 
spectrum trust us because of the work the electric cooperative family has put into political 
engagement. When we all get involved, we can make things happen politically and in our local 
communities.

We know Election Day may look a li� le di� erent this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and that’s why we’re encouraging all co-op members to stay engaged and 
informed of any changes to polling locations or absentee and mail-in balloting procedures.

 Voting is central to American democracy. We hope you will commit to cast your ballot on 
Nov. 3. To learn more about the upcoming elections and access resources that can help you 
stay informed, visit www.vote.coop. 

www.vote.coop

Rural communities 
depend on Co-op Voters. 

Learn about the issues.
Talk to your family and friends. 
Cast your vote. 

Election Day is
November 3, 2020

Be an active participant in our democracy. Be a Co-op Voter.
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New FCC rule mandates 
more detailed data on 
rural broadband service
Electric cooperatives pursuing broadband fund-
ing got a long-awaited win when the Federal 
Communications Commission took major steps 
to improve the way rural areas without high-
speed internet access are mapped to qualify for 
federal dollars.

The agency will require internet service 
providers to submit highly detailed data about 
the areas they cover and the service levels they 
provide. The FCC will use the information 
to determine areas designated “unserved” or 
“underserved” and therefore eligible for certain 
broadband funding programs.

Currently, census blocks can be marked as 
“served” even if only one household has internet 
access. The FCC’s new rules will take effect 
once Congress provides funding and the FCC 
completes the process to set up the new system. 

“Knowing where true broadband service is or 
isn’t will facilitate a fairer process when it comes 
to targeting bids,” said Brian O’Hara, NRECA 
regulatory director for broadband and telecom. 
“Once gathered, the new data will show the 
number of Americans without broadband to be 
much higher than current estimates. The question 
is, will the $4.4 billion set aside for the Rural 
Digital Opportunity Fund Phase II be sufficient?” 

The rule, released on July 16, calls for Phase 
II and the remaining $4.4 billion to be delayed 
until the new, more detailed broadband data can 
be collected and analyzed to determine needy 
locations in partially served census blocks. 

Source: Cathy Cash, NRECA

Ruling adds uncertainty 
to enforcement of 
migratory bird law
A federal court recently reinjected a major dose 
of uncertainty into an already complex topic for 
electric cooperatives — how will accidental bird 
deaths from power lines or other energy facilities 
be treated under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA)?

The law was enacted in 1918 to protect species 
from overhunting and poaching but subsequently 
reinterpreted to cover other activities. Yet district 
court interpretations have been inconsistent.

“Through the years, some courts have ruled 
that incidental take is prohibited, some say it 
is not prohibited, and others say nothing,” said 
Janelle Lemen, NRECA regulatory issues director. 
“We have been fighting for clarification and 
consistent interpretation for years.”

In 2017, the Department of the Interior took 
an important step and issued a legal opinion 
saying the law does not actually apply to such 
accidental deaths or “incidental takes.” Then on 
Aug. 11, a judge for the U.S. District Court in 

The gift of life
According to America’s blood 
centers, 26 percent of the 19 
community blood centers in the 
Midwest region are critically low 
with a 1-day or less supply of blood. 
Another 37 percent only have a 
1-2 day supply. To meet normal 
operating demands, centers prefer a 
supply of 3 or more days.
 To find a blood center in your 
area, visit americasblood.org. 
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MIGRATORY BIRD LAW CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Free outdoor 
Illinois app
The Illinois Conservation 
Foundation (ICF) has a new app 
tailored to Illinois’ outdoorsmen 
and women. 
 Called Outdoor Illinois, it is free 
and available for both iPhone and 
Android systems on the App Store 
and Google Play.
 “We’re excited to be able to 
offer sportsmen and women 
an additional outlet to � ll 
their needs when it comes to 
outdoor recreation, hunting and 
� shing,” said Crystal Curfman, 
ICF executive director. “The new 
app offers outdoor enthusiasts 
a wealth of information and 
opportunities from setting 
reminders for hunting and 
� shing licenses to providing 
contact information for Illinois’ 
conservation police o�  cers.”
 Once downloaded, users can 
� nd a wealth of information in 
four main areas: hunting, � shing, 
boating and camping.
 Users can also purchase 
hunting and � shing licenses, 
� nd places to hunt and � sh, view 
state and national � shing records, 
register new boats and renew 
boat registration, access a list of 
Illinois state parks, learn more 
about camping and campsite and 
shelter reservations, set reminder 
for upcoming season and renewal 
dates, donate to the ICF and 
more. 

Source: IDNR 

southern New York tossed out the department’s 
opinion as “contrary to the plain meaning of the 
MBTA” and the historic enforcement of the law.

“� is court decision creates a lot of questions 
for how electric co-ops ensure compliance with 
the MBTA while fully implementing measures 
that are proven to reduce impacts to migratory 
birds,” Lemen said.

Before the judge’s ruling, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service was in the � nal stages of a 
rulemaking to codify the department’s new 
interpretation, which says the MBTA is only meant 
to penalize activities that are purposeful acts.

NRECA had come out in support of the 
Department of the Interior’s interpretation, 
saying it clari� es the Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
responsibilities, provides legal certainty and 
ensures consistent implementation. � e 
association is urging electric co-ops to continue 
e� orts to protect birds while enhancing system 
reliability despite the legal uncertainty.

Established co-op methods for mitigating 
impacts to birds while maintaining reliability include:
• Incorporating bird-friendly power line designs 

and retro� � ing to reduce electrocutions.

• Installing power line marking devices to reduce 
bird collisions.

• Developing and implementing Avian 
Protection Plans. 

Source: Cathy Cash, NRECA

Do Your Part. 
#BeCyberSmart.

Your
BeCyberSmartBeCyberSmart

October is National 
Cybersecurity Awareness Month. 

Visit staysafeonline.org for cybersecurity tips.

We can all play a part in making 
our interconnected world safer.

Defending against COVID-19
cyber scams
� e Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency (CISA) warns individuals to remain vigi-
lant for scams related to Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19). Cyber actors may send 
emails with malicious a� achments or links to 
fraudulent websites to trick victims into revealing 
sensitive information or donating to fraudulent 
charities or causes. Exercise caution in handling 
any email with a COVID-19 related subject line, 
a� achment or hyperlink. Also, be wary of social 
media pleas, texts or calls related to COVID-19.

CISA encourages individuals to remain 
vigilant and take the following precautions.
• Avoid clicking on links in unsolicited emails 

and be wary of email a� achments.

• Use trusted sources – such as legitimate, gov-
ernment websites – for up-to-date, fact-based 
information about COVID-19.

• Do not reveal personal or � nancial information 
in email and do not respond to email solicita-
tions for this information.

• Verify a charity’s authenticity before making 
donations. Review the Federal Trade 
Commission’s page on charity scams for 
more information.

• Review CISA insights on risk management for 
COVID-19 for more information. 

Source: CISA
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20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM*

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be 
used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track 
Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot 
Sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, power stations, safes, storage cabinets, chests 
or carts, trailers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Atlas, Bauer, Central Machinery, Cobra, 
CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, 
Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior purchases. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/15/20.

Pricing, promotions, and availability may vary by location and at www.harborfreight.com and are subject to change without notice.  We reserve the right to limit quantities.  “Compare 
to” advertised price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another 
national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days.  Prices advertised by others may vary by location.  No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied.  Although we make 
every effort to assure that our prices and products are advertised as accurately as possible, we are only human and in the event an error is made, we reserve the right to correct it.*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 11/15/20.

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON
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SUPER COUPON
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SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

Shop When You Need To Online & In-Store

1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

* 34421643 *
 3 4 4 2 1 6 4 3 

* 34430908 *
 3 4 4 3 0 9 0 8 

* 34472745 *
 3 4 4 7 2 7 4 5 

* 34460250 *
 3 4 4 6 0 2 5 0 

* 34450032 *
 3 4 4 5 0 0 3 2 

* 34435516 *
 3 4 4 3 5 5 1 6 

* 34465261 *
 3 4 4 6 5 2 6 1 

* 34455505 *
 3 4 4 5 5 5 0 5 

* 34444502 *
 3 4 4 4 4 5 0 2 

* 34433360 *
 3 4 4 3 3 3 6 0 

* 34429237 *
 3 4 4 2 9 2 3 7 

* 34469574 *
 3 4 4 6 9 5 7 4 

* 34458895 *
 3 4 4 5 8 8 9 5 

* 34447735 *
 3 4 4 4 7 7 3 5 

* 34435768 *
 3 4 4 3 5 7 6 8 

* 34460545 *
 3 4 4 6 0 5 4 5 

* 34453622 *
 3 4 4 5 3 6 2 2 

* 34440103 *
 3 4 4 4 0 1 0 3 

* 34432897 *
 3 4 4 3 2 8 9 7 

* 34424539 *
 3 4 4 2 4 5 3 9 

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

In-Store Only Use Online & In-Store

Use Online & In-Store

LIMIT  1  - Exp.  11/15/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Exp.  11/15/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Exp.  11/15/20 *
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ITEM 56176/ 63629  shown

 20V Lithium-Ion
1/2" Impact Wrench 

Tool Only.
 Battery and charger sold separately. 

ITEM  62898
62897 / 62899  shown

 10 ft. x 10 ft. Slant Leg Pop-Up Canopy 

ITEM  57593 

 3-Ply Disposable 
Face Masks
Pack of 10

 Non-medical. 

Less Than 
40¢ per 
Mask

While 
Supplies Last

$5.

99

$399

(1464)
Customer Rating

Save
33%

Customer Rating
(1716)

Customer Rating
(5308)

ITEM 64552
64832/64980
64545 shown

Rapid Pump® 1.5 Ton 
Lightweight Aluminum 
Floor Jack

$7999

$5999

Compare to
K Tool
KTI63094
$151.42

* 34429237 *

Save
$91

LIMIT 3

 5 ft. 6" x 7 ft. 6"
All Purpose/Weather 

Resistant Tarp 

$ 299 
Compare to 
B lue Hawk 
 CH6X8-L 
$ 6.98 

ITEM  953/69128/69136/69248/63110 / 69210  shown

WOW
SUPER COUPON SAVE  86% 

WOW!

 97 ¢

(7229)
Customer Rating

YOUR CHOICE

Save
55%

Save
83%

$ 5499 

ITEM 69269/97080 shown
Hot Dog

ITEM 60637
61615  shown

Pancake

3 Gallon, 100 PSI Oil-Free 
Air Compressors

Compare to
Briggs & Stratton
110341
$89.99

(4050)
Customer Rating

$3999

 588 Lumen Tactical Flashlight 
$ 999 
$ 1499 

Compare to 
 Streamlight 
 ProTac 1L 
$ 59.99 
ITEM  64799 / 63934  shown

5"

$1999

Heavy Duty
Foldable Aluminum
Sports Chairs

Compare to
Coleman 635394
$39.99

YOUR CHOICE OF COLOR

$2999

Save
50%

Customer Rating
(5138)

ITEM 56719
Blue

ITEM 63066/62314 shown
GreenSave

$630

Save
$20

Customer Rating
(1662)

$23999

$11999

ITEM 64721, 
64722, 64030, 
64061, 56429, 
64720, 64031

30", 5 Drawer Mechanic's Cart

$19999

$9999

Compare to
Snap-on
Blue-Point
KRBC10TBPES
$830

YOUR
CHOICE OF
7 COLORS

Side tray sold 
separately.

(7398)
Customer Rating

(506)
Customer Rating

(1703)
Customer Rating

ITEM 63135/61451 shown

0.30  cal. Ammo Box

$5.

99

$349

Compare to
RangeMaxx 
1312-92
$9.99

Save
65%

Save
54%

Save
31%

(3872)
Customer Rating

 130 Piece Tool Kit with Case 

$3999

$6499

$2999

$5499

ITEM 68998
64263/63248
64080
63091 shown

Compare to
Anvil A137HOS
$66.39

Save
66%

Customer Rating
(326)

AVAIL. IN SM, 
MED, LG, XL, XXL

$549$499

ITEM 62434,
62426, 62433,
62432, 62429,
64179, 62428,
64178 shown

Mechanics Gloves

Compare to
Valeo
25521
$14.99

Compare to
Shade Tech
167501DS
$79.99

$44999

Customer Rating
(1497)

Customer Rating
(853)

 2000W Super Quiet 
Inverter Generator 

$ 49999 

Compare to 
 Honda  
EU2000i 
$ 1,009 
ITEM  62523 

Save
$559

Save
$85

Customer Rating
(5995)

$399

$199
3

Save
60%

ITEM 64723
64189
63922 shown

200 Lumen LED
Super Bright 
Flip Light

Compare to
Promier 
SW-SWITCH-12/24
$4.99

Save
50%

ITEM  62515 
 66911  shown

 18" Working Platform Step Stool 

Customer Rating
(5011)

$2999

$1999

Compare to
Neocraft 60635
$39.99

 Tilting Flat Panel TV Mount 

$ 1499 
$ 2699 

Compare to 
 Rocketfi sh 
 RF-TVMLPT03 
$ 99.99 
ITEM  64355 / 64356  shown

HOLDS FLAT SCREEN TVSUP TO 70 INCHES

(876)
Customer Rating

ITEM  63585 

 100W Solar Panel Kit 

$18999
$19999

Save
$102

Compare to
Windynation 
SOK-100WP-P30L
$292.44

charges on a
cloudy day

Save
74%

$999

Customer Rating
(1381)

 Ultra-Light, Crush-Proof, 
Weather-Resistant 
Lockable Case 

$ 1299 

Compare to 
 Pelican   1150 
$ 39.95 
ITEM  64550 
 63518  shown

 Case contents and 
locks not included. 

MODEL 
1800

(2328)
Customer Rating

$6999

$5499

ITEM 61258
61297/63476
61840 shown

2500 lb. Electric Winch with 
Wireless Remote Control

Compare to
Superwinch 
1125220
$189.99

Save
$135

hft_illinoiscountryliving_1020_M-REG168814.indd   1 8/13/20   10:15 AM



CLEAN 
HANDS KEEP 

YOU HEALTHY. 

 Wash your hands with soap 
 and water for at least 

20 SECONDS.

LIFE IS BETTER WITH

www.cdc.gov/handwashing
This material was developed by CDC. The Life is Better with Clean Hands Campaign is made possible by a partnership 
between the CDC Foundation, GOJO, and Staples. HHS/CDC does not endorse commercial products, services, or companies. C

S3
11

04
2-

A

#PowerOn

Then. Now. Always. 
We’re proud to power your life. 
October is National Co-op Month. 

Sudoku
by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan

Complete the grid so every row, 
column and 3x3 cube contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive 
with no repetition. Solution on 
page 36.
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and it isn’t just corn.
You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 
geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy in your own backyard to provide savings of up 
to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. That’s money in the bank and a smart investment in your family’s 
comfort. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure.

visit us at waterfurnace.com
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace 
International, Inc. ©2020 WaterFurnace International, Inc.

*26% through 2020 and 22% through 2021 

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 26% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT THROUGH 2020*

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 423-4713

Delevan
Jeckel Plmb & Htg
(309) 244-8265

Gifford
Duden & Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg & A/C
(309) 965-2604

Macomb
Arnold Bros. Htg & Clg
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D & C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Parker Htg & Clg
(618) 357-8951

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb, 
Htg & A/C
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Petersburg
Collins Plmb, Htg & Clg
(217) 793-8031

Thomasboro
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125



Datebook is being 
temporarily suspended 

until it is safe for 
everyone to attend 
events. In its place, 

we are putting an Illinois 
crossword puzzle to 

help you � ght boredom. 
We hope you enjoy it. 

Across
1  Olfactory kitchen lure 

4 Cake Boss network 

6  White wine aperitif 

8  ________ King Crab

10  Starbucks serving

12  “Hey!”

13  French for gold

14  Chemical free

16  Promotion pieces

18  Corn part

19  Almond liqueurs

21  Vineyard

22  Type of oyster, 
 goes with 27 down

26  Old vinyl record

28  Heavenly dessert? - 2 words

32  Besides

33  Lettuce center

34  Cheerleader’s cry

36  Taste a little, perhaps

37  Deep fried tortilla

38  Lamb purchase

39  Like a fresh cake or turkey

Down
1 Edible mollusc

2 Food � sh from 
 the sea, 2 words 

3 Request

4 Vodka mixer

5 Pasta maker’s equipment

6 Popular diet

7 Bitter herb

9 Tuna type

11 ___ tip, beef cut

15 Curry side

16 Rainbow shape

17 Amaze

20 Sweet sandwich

22 Coat with juice

23 Lane, abbr.

24 Very wide shoe � tting

25 Cooking vessels

27 See 22 across

29 Like a fashionable  
 arrival, in some circles 

30 French delicacy, ____’s legs

31  Whiskey measurement

32  Peanut sauce cuisine type

35  FlurryANSWER KEY CAN BE 
FOUND ON PAGE 36.  

by Myles Mellor
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OCTOBERCrossword

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11

12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21

22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37

38 39

Across

1 Olfactory kitchen lure

4 Cake Boss network

6 White wine aperitif

8 ___ King Crab

10 Starbucks serving

12 "Hey!"

13 French for gold

14 Chemical free

16 Promotion pieces

18 Corn part

19 Almond liqueurs

21 Vineyard

22 Type of oyster, goes with 27 down

26 Old vinyl record

28 Heavenly dessert? - 2 words

32 Besides

33 Lettuce center

34 Cheerleader's cry

36 Taste a little, perhaps

37 Deep fried tortilla

38 Lamb purchase

39 Like a fresh cake or turkey

Down

1 Edible mollusc

2 Food fish from the sea, 2 words

3 Request

4 Vodka mixer

5 Pasta maker's equipment

6 Popular diet

7 Bitter herb

9 Tuna type

11 ___ tip, beef cut

15 Curry side

16 Rainbow shape

17 Amaze

20 Sweet sandwich

22 Coat with juice

23 Lane, abbr.

24 Very wide shoe fitting

25 Cooking vessels

27 See 22 across

29 Like a fashionable arrival, in some circles

30 French delicacy, ____'s legs

31 Whiskey measurement

32 Peanut sauce cuisine type

35 Flurry
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 October is National Co-op Month and we honor you, our consumer-
member. When you call our o�  ce, you talk to people like you. We live in 
your neighborhood, you see us at the grocery store, our kids play sports 
with your kids and we lose power during storms just like you do. 
 We’re not in a corporate o�  ce in some far away state. We are right 
here where we always have been and always will be. We are your local 
electric cooperative, and our only purpose is to serve you. 

Brought to you by your local Touchstone Energy Cooperative.

National Co-op Month



Making your basement or crawl space more efficient
Dear Pat and Brad: I’ve heard that 
energy can be lost through my home’s 
basement. Is that true? If so, what  
can I do to make by basement more 
efficient? – Andy

D E A R  A N DY:  Y E S ,  BAS E M E N T S  can 
account for a large portion of your 
home’s energy use, especially in 
colder climates. More importantly, 
basements are often a key area 
when you’re looking to improve 
the energy efficiency of your home. 
Crawl spaces can also waste energy, 
so we’ll address ways to improve 
the efficiency of those areas as well. 

Moisture is a common problem 
in basements and crawl spaces, and 
can lead to mold, rot and lowered 
effectiveness of insulation. It 
should be noted that as you make 
efficiency improvements, you can 
solve moisture problems, but you 
could potentially make them worse 
if you’re unsure of the work you’re 
conducting. Look carefully for 

signs of water damage or moisture 
buildup, such as rotting wood, 
mold, a stain on a wall or floor or a 
musty smell. Any untreated wood 
in contact with a cement floor 

or wall could be rotting. Search 
online for “test basement walls for 
moisture” and you’ll find a simple 
test you can conduct yourself. 
Crawl spaces can be muddy 
or even have standing water in 
them if gutters or the slope of the 
landscaping drains in the wrong 
direction. Once drainage problems 
are solved, the crawl space should 
have a ground vapor barrier.

Before making improvements, 
you should also consider whether 
radon or carbon monoxide could 
be a problem. If you live in an area 
where radon has been a problem, 
you should conduct a radon test 
through a licensed professional 
or purchase a DIY home test kit. 
Carbon monoxide problems can 

be deadly. If you have any type of 
combustion occurring in the base-
ment or crawl space, whether it’s a 
furnace, water heater or even a fire-
place, make sure they have adequate 

ventilation and that 
you have working 
carbon monoxide 
detectors nearby.

If you have a 
forced-air heating 
system, your 
basement or crawl 
space is abundant 
with opportunities 
for improving 
ductwork. Unless 
you’re in a newer 
home or the 
ductwork has been 
tested and sealed 
in the last decade, 
your ductwork 
is likely leaking. 
Sealing these 
leaks helps your 
system distribute 
air more efficiently 
and should make 
your home more 
comfortable. The 

best way to seal ducts is with duct 
mastic. Metallic tape is the next 
best solution. Do not use duct 
tape. An energy auditor or HVAC 
professional can test your home’s 
ductwork and identify any leaks.

As you look at the ductwork, 
ask yourself if rooms throughout 
the home are heated or cooled 
unevenly. If so, you’ll want to 
enlist the help of a professional. 
Sometimes minor modifications 
to the ductwork can make a big 
improvement in comfort.  

You’ll find lots of air leaks 
in basements and crawl spaces, 
particularly where pipes and wires 
enter or exit the space. Air often 
enters the home around the sill 
plate, which sits on top of the 

Adding a larger egress 
window brings natural  
light into your basement.  
Photo Credit: HomeSpot HQ

This column was co-written by 
Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen  
of Collaborative Efficiency. 
For more information on 
energy efficiency, please visit: 
collaborativeefficiency.com/
energytips.
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foundation. If you can get to the sill plate, apply caulk 
around it. You can also increase e�  ciency by sealing any 
gaps or leaks around basement windows. 

Insulation is an e� ective tool for reducing energy use and 
improving comfort, but the applications are quite di� erent 
in basements and crawl spaces. In both cases, the insulation 
strategy and the installation must be done correctly to 
prevent mold or exacerbate moisture problems.  

� e place to begin in basements is the rim joist, 
which is right above the sill plate on the top of the 
foundation wall. Rigid foam board can be carefully � � ed 
between the joists.  

Insulated basement walls make a room more 
comfortable. If you’re building a new home, there are 
advantages to insulating the outside of the foundation 
wall, but this isn’t practical for most existing homes. You 
can insulate the inside of the foundation wall if you’re 
sure moisture is not leaking through the wall from the 
outside. Experts do not recommend � berglass insulation 
in contact with the foundation, which was a common 
practice for decades. Instead, they prefer sprayed-on foam 
or rigid foam board applied directly to the foundation 
wall. A wood-framed wall can be bu� ed up against the 
rigid foam and insulated with � berglass or mineral wool 
ba� s. � e bo� om plate of the wall, which sits on the 
concrete � oor, should be pressure treated wood.

� ere are two ways to insulate crawl spaces. Over 
the past several years, the most common approach was 
to insulate under the � oor with � berglass ba� s. � is 
allowed the crawl space to be vented to the outside, which 
alleviated any moisture buildup. If all the right moisture 
control and drainage steps have been taken, the crawl space 
can be unventilated, and the insulation can be applied to 
the foundation walls instead of underneath the � oor. � at 
said, there are pros and cons to this strategy, so do some 
research online or consult with a local expert. 

Most experts now recommend rigid foam board insulation on foundation walls 
instead of � berglass or mineral wool batts. Photo Credit: Steven Lam
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Home Electrical 
Inspection: 

Learn more at

Ceiling fixtures should be 
controlled by a wall switch 
and not just a pull chain.

Inspection: Inspection: Inspection: Inspection: Inspection: Inspection: Inspection: Inspection: Inspection: Inspection: Inspection: 

Outlets near water 
should have GFCIs 
(ground fault circuit 
interrupters). 

Your island should
have its own outlet.

Your refrigerator, microwave 
and garbage disposal should 
each have its own circuit.

Would your home pass an electrical inspection? 
Local electrical codes vary, so check with your 
qualified electrician, but here are five things 

your home should have:

Wiring should be sound (not overcrowded 
or knob-and-tube wiring used in old homes).

Pass or Fail?



Dan Gerard, CISSP, is the Chief 
Technology Officer for the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfield.

Comment on this column 
Visit icl.coop and click on 
Powered Up to respond. Your 
response might even be included 
in a future column.

Do your part, be cyber smart
O C TO B E R  I S  N AT I O N A L 

CY B E R S E C U R I T Y  Awareness 
Month. The theme “Do Your Part. 
#BeCyberSmart” aims to empower 
individuals and organizations to 
own their role in protecting their 
part of cyberspace. 

By increasing awareness and 
enhancing understanding of basic 
cybersecurity practices, we can all 
work together to combat cyber 
threats. The human element is 
oftentimes the biggest cybersecurity 
risk. Each of us has a critical role to 
play to ensure the security of our 
personal and professional data.

National Cybersecurity 
Awareness Month is spear-
headed by the National Cyber 
Security Alliance (NCSA) and the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Agency (CISA) of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security. 
The message of this year’s theme, 
“If you connect it, protect it,” dives 
into the importance of keeping con-
nected devices safe and secure from 
outside influence. 

With more people spending 
time at home due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, now more than 
ever before, connected devices 
are an integral part of how we 

communicate and access services 
essential to our well-being. Data 
collected from these devices can 
include highly specific information 
about a person or business, which 
can be exploited by bad actors for 
criminal gain. 

Cybersecurity Awareness 
Month aims to shed light on these 
security vulnerabilities, while offer-
ing guidance surrounding simple 
security measures to limit the sus-
ceptibility of threats for common 
devices.

This year’s focus areas revolve 
around:
• Understanding and following  

general security hygiene for 
connected devices and home    
networks.

• The importance of maintaining 
security of connected devices for 
remote workers.

• How connected devices play 
a pivotal role in the future of 
healthcare.

• The future of connected devices 
for consumers, professionals and 
the public domain.

If everyone does their part — 
implementing stronger security 
practices, raising community aware-
ness, educating vulnerable audi-
ences or training employees — our 
interconnected world will be safer 
and more resilient for everyone.

Did you know?
• The average cost of a data breach 

for a U.S. company in 2019 was 
$8.19 million. That’s an increase 
of 130 percent since 2006.

• Seven to 10 percent of the U.S. 
population are victims of identity 
fraud each year, and 21 percent 
of those experience multiple inci-
dents of identity fraud.

Common internet scams
As technology continues to 

evolve, cybercriminals use more 
sophisticated techniques to exploit 
technology to steal your identity, 
personal information and money. 
To protect yourself from online 
threats, you must know what to 
look for. Some common internet 
scams include:
• COVID-19 scams. These take the 

form of emails with malicious 
attachments or links to fraudu-
lent websites to trick victims into 
revealing sensitive information or 
donate to fraudulent charities or 
causes. 

• Imposter scams. These occur 
when you receive an email or call 
from a person claiming to be a 
government official, family mem-
ber or friend requesting personal 
or financial information. For 
example, an imposter may con-
tact you from the Social Security 
Administration informing you 
that your Social Security number 
(SSN) has been suspended, in 
hopes you will reveal your SSN or 
pay to have it reactivated.

• COVID-19 economic payment 
scams. These target Americans’ 
stimulus payments. CISA urges all 
Americans to be on the lookout 
for criminal fraud related to these 
types of payments — particularly 
fraud using coronavirus lures to 
steal personal and financial infor-
mation, as well as the  payments 
themselves — and for adversar-
ies seeking to disrupt payment 
efforts.

To learn more about 
Cybersecurity Awareness Month 
and how to participate, visit  
staysafeonline.org. 
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Spend the fall season in 
Carbondale, Illinois and enjoy 
beer fl ights from local breweries,  
hikes at Giant City State Park 
and adventures in the Shawnee 
National Forest. Unwind with live 
local music and delicious cuisine 
downtown. Enjoy your evenings 
nestled in a cabin in the woods!

126 S. Illinois Ave. | Carbondale, IL 62901 
618.529.4451 | carbondaletourism.org

Adventure Starts Here.   

ADVENTURE.

“Not only do we stand behind our
windows, we stand on them!” WE SELL

WINDOWS
SIDING

& MORE!
DOORS

SOLARZONE
INSULATED GLASS

WINDOWS
SIDING

& MORE!
DOORS

SOLARZONE
INSULATED GLASS

America’s Largest Replacement
Window & Remodeling Company

OFFERING ENERGY
SAVING PRODUCTS

Call to schedule your FREE in-home estimate today!

1-800-GET WINDOWS
www.windowworld.com

Window World of Central Illinois-half page.pdf   1   4/1/20   9:53 AM



SAFE ELECTRICITY OFFERS THE FOLLOWING HARVEST SAFETY TIPS: 

Fall harvest is the most likely time of year for farm-related accidents and fatalities. The 
number one factor in electrocution on the farm is an auger that hits a power line when 
being moved. Be aware of your surroundings and look up often.

1.   Check the height of the farm equipment to determine clearance.
 2.    Be aware of the location of power poles and lines, including field entry
        and exit points, and plan a safe equipment route.
3.   Always keep a minimum 10-foot safety radius around an electric line.
4.   Use a spotter when moving tall loads near electrical lines.
5.    Lower extensions to the lowest setting when moving equipment.
6.    Never attempt to move a power line out of the way or raise it for clearance.
7.    Know what to do if your equipment does make contact 
       with a power line. It’s almost always safest staying in 
       the cab. Call 9-1-1, warn others to stay away and wait 
       until the electric utility says it’s safe to get down. 

      
      Learn more at: 

Make Time for Safety
AVOID HAZARDS WITH OVERHEAD POWER LINES
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DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

The answer:  Although tremendous 
strides have been made in Advanced Digital 
Hearing Aid Technology, those cost 
reductions have not been passed on 
to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid® VOLT uses the 
same kind of Advanced Digital RECHARGEABLE 
Hearing Aid Technology incorporated into 
hearing aids that cost thousands more at a
small fraction of the price.
Over 350,000 satisfi ed MDHearingAid
customers agree: High-quality,
digital, FDA-registered rechargeable 
hearing aids don’t have to cost 
a fortune. The fact is, you don’t need to 
spend thousands for a hearing aid. 
MDHearingAid is a medical-grade digital 
rechargeable hearing aid offering 
sophistication and high performance, and 
works right out of the box with no 
time-consuming “adjustment” 
appointments. You can contact a licensed 
hearing specialist conveniently online or 
by phone — even after your purchase at 
no cost. No other company provides such 
extensive support. Now that you know...
why pay more?

Proudly assembled in America!

HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

ADVA    NCED DIGITA       L

Each When You Buy a Pair – LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Reg: $599.98

BUY 1

GET 1
FREE

Now Rechargeable!

ADVA    NCED DIGITA       L

“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard “I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard 
in years came back to me!”

                                      — Don W., Sherman, TX

For the Lowest Price Call

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!
If you are not completely satisfi ed with 

your MDHearingAids, return them 
within 45 days for a FULL REFUND!

1-800-259-5108
www.MDVolt.com

Nearly Invisible

CHARGE AND GOAT NIGHT ALL DAY

CHARGING READY

How can a rechargeable hearing 
aid that costs only $29 999 

be every bit as good as one that sells 
for $2,400 or more?

Use Code  KG23
and get FREE Shipping

Only $299 99

SHOP AT HOME! 
Skip the Clinic 

with Remote Care



Kelly Allsup is a horticulture 
educator with the University 
of Illinois Extension serving 
Livingston, McLean and 
Woodford counties. She is 
a Master Gardener, Master 
Naturalist and has a passion 
for ecological gardening.

Bury bulbs 
now for a 
colorful 
spring

DA F F O D I L S ,  T U L I P S ,  C R O C U S  A N D 

hyacinth bulbs seem to materialize 
from snow on the saturated ground, 
provoking gardeners to celebrate the 
coming spring. However, gardeners 
are not planting these hardy bulbs in 
the spring soil, but the previous fall 
to over-winter in their garden beds.

Bulbs require a chilling period 
in order to grow and � ower. � e 
optimal time for Illinois gardeners to 
plant bulbs is the month of October. 

Planting too early risks having 
Fusarium bulb rot, which causes 
yellow foliage, poor root systems, 
bulb decay and early death. � e 
ideal temperature for Fusarium 
to � ourish is around 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit but that doesn’t mean 
later is necessarily be� er. If you 
plant bulbs a� er the month of 
October, you risk the roots not 
growing su�  ciently to make it 
through the winter.

Spring � owering bulbs store their 
entire life cycle within a compressed 
underground stem. While bulbs 
require a chilling period, they don’t 
go dormant a� er � owering in the 
spring. I can always � nd grape 
hyacinth foliage in our pollinator 
garden starting in late September. 
Bulbs planted in previous years will 
resume growing in fall to obtain 
nutrients and moisture.

Even non-gardeners can be 
successful growing bulbs because 
they need li� le care. Once planted, 
most spring-� owering bulbs are 
reliable bloomers year a� er year. 
Some bulbs, such as da� odils, 
crocus, blue scilla, glory of the 
snow and snow drops, will begin 
to naturalize by spreading through 
your yard.

Hyacinth bulbs are not reliable 
bloomers. I recommend planting 
new bulbs every year. If you 
notice less blooming than usual in 
established beds, then it may be 
time to transplant bulbs to a new 
location, giving them more room 
to grow. � e best time to do this is 
a� er the foliage has turned yellow 
in the spring.

Although most bulbs thrive 
in full sun, it is a myth that you 
cannot grow spring-� owering bulbs 
in shady areas. Grape hyacinth, 
crocus, winter aconite, snow drops 
and Siberian squill can all be grown 
under deciduous trees and shrubs. 
Most make their appearance in the 
garden before leaves of deciduous 
trees begin to emerge. 

Don’t plant bulbs in wet 
or poorly drained soil. Avoid 
downspouts and locations where 
snow mounds during winter 
months. In Illinois, clay soil may be 

an issue for drainage. If you have 
clay soil, start with bulbs that are 
more forgiving, like grape hyacinth, 
da� odil, crocus, snow drops and 
camassia, and amend your heavy 
clay soil with compost.

A general rule of thumb is to 
plant bulbs two to three times 
as deep as the bulb is tall. It was 
once believed that tulips should be 
planted 6-8 inches deep. However, 
Cornell University found tulip bulbs 
planted more than 6 inches deep 
have fewer � owers, and now suggest 
they be planted 2-4 inches deep.

Adding phosphorous in the 
form of bone meal to promote root 
growth and provide more � owers is 
a myth. � e relationship between 
the bulb’s roots and the fungi in 
the soil is more e�  cient at extract-
ing phosphorous from the soil than 
from added bone meal. Adding 
bone meal interferes with this root-
fungi relationship.

Bigger bulbs are be� er than 
smaller ones, and planting masses 
of spring � owering bulbs 2-5 inches 
apart is more impressive than a few 
stragglers. A bulb planter doesn’t 
make planting bulbs easier, a garden 
trowel will do and always plant tips 
of bulbs pointing up.

Follow these rules and you are 
sure to have a colorful spring. 
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GARDENWise



You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep. 
Heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or back 
aches – and dozens of other ailments and 
worries. Those are the nights you’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in: one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises your feet and 
legs just where you want them, supports your head 
and shoulders properly, and operates at the touch 
of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and more. 
More than a chair or recliner, it’s designed to 
provide total comfort. Choose your preferred 
heat and massage settings, for hours of 
soothing relaxation. Reading or watching TV? 
Our chair’s recline technology allows you to pause 
the chair in an infinite number of settings. And 
best of all, it features a powerful lift mechanism 
that tilts the entire chair forward, making it easy 
to stand. You’ll love the other benefits, too. It 
helps with correct spinal alignment and promotes 

back pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle 
pain. The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style back 
and unique seat design will cradle you in comfort.  
Generously filled, wide armrests provide enhanced 
arm support when sitting or reclining. It even has 
a battery backup in case of a power outage. 

White glove delivery included in shipping 
charge. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! You get your choice of Genuine 
Italian leather, stain and water repellent custom-
manufactured Duralux with the classic leather look 
or plush microfiber in a variety of colors to fit any 
decor. New Chestnut color only available in 
Genuine Italian Leather and long lasting 
Duralux. Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®   

1-888-420-8797
Please mention code 113508 when ordering.

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a custom-made bedding product, we can only accept returns on chairs that are damaged or defective. 
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Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a custom-made bedding product, 

REMOTE-CONTROLLED 
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 

A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep. back pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. 
To me, it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”  

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

Chestnut Burgundy Tan Chocolate Blue 

Burgundy Cashmere  Chocolate Indigo

Long Lasting DuraLux

Genuine Leather
Chestnut

DuraLux II Microfi ber

Pictured: Leather chair chestnut 
color.  Chestnut color also 
available in Duralux fabric

NOW
also available in 

Genuine Italian Leather
(and new Chestnut color)

Three Chairs 
in One

Sleep/Recline/Lift

Footrest may 
vary by model

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS  A+

Make your home more comfortable than ever



Cruise the colors
of the Great River Road

M I L E S  O F  B R E AT H TA K I N G  V I E WS 
along Illinois’ western border, 550 of them, o� er 
a wide variety of options to stop and explore. 
Absorb the views of towering blu� s, rolling 
countryside, sweeping panoramas of river com-
munities, and the mighty Mississippi along the 
Great River Road.

� e green and white paddlewheel logo of the 
Great River Road marks the route as signs with 
a brown and white paddlewheel logo lead you 
to spurs of interest including historic sites, rec-
reation areas and life in small town Illinois. Ten 
information kiosks highlight major a� ractions in 
the area and help navigate your way. 

Although its fall colors are magni� cent, the 
Great River Road delights in all seasons and is 
a pathway to some of Illinois’ best state parks, 
historic sites and interesting people, places and 
things. Whether you have one day or a week, it’s 
worth the trip to experience all the Great River 
Road has to o� er.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ILLINOIS OFFICE OF TOURISM
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Northwest 
U.S. Highway 20

From East Dubuque to Stockton, 
Highway 20 has picturesque views 
of rolling hills and valleys found 
only in this unglaciated part of the 
state. If you like fall colors, this is the 
drive you want to take. 

Long Hollow Scenic Overlook
Enjoy the leaf-peeping oppor-

tunities at Long Hollow Scenic 
Overlook in Elizabeth where farms, 
� elds and foliage are on display in 
all their harvest-hued beauty. 

Horseshoe Mound
It’s a steep drive up to 

Horseshoe Mound in Galena but 
the scenery is worth it. � e hiking
trails, panoramic overlooks and 
viewing scopes open your eyes to 
the rolling countryside decked out 
in fall’s � nest. 

Galena Main Street 
Take a stroll down the historic 

street that includes more than 100 
shops o� ering an array of locally 
made items and restaurants. 

Galena Country Fair
Cra� s and homemade arts are 

the theme for this fair. Each year, 
more than 150 vendors o� er origi-
nal works, while the farmers market 
sells fall produce, maple syrup and 
honey. Live music, food, Irish danc-
ing and children’s games make this 
an event to enjoy. 

Ulysses S. Grant Home 
State Historic Site

Visit the home of Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant, the 18th U.S. president, who 
returned to Galena a Civil War hero. 
� e handsomely furnished Italianate 
style home was presented to Grant 
by citizens of Galena as thanks 
for his service. Many furnishings 
belonged to the Grant family. 

Mississippi Palisades State Park
� is park’s 15 miles of trails 

include walks to six scenic over-
looks of the Mississippi River and 
trails under the canopy, providing 
gorgeous autumn views. Towering 
limestone rock formations through-
out the park are popular for rock 
climbing and provide a contrasting 
backdrop to the fall colors. � e park 
is situated at the edge of the quaint 
city of Savanna. Near the con� u-
ence of the Mississippi and Apple 
rivers, the park is known for beauti-
ful trails, forested blu� s, rock pali-
sades and Native American history. 

De Immigrant Windmill 
Fulton’s Dutch heritage o� ers 

travelers many interesting sites 
including de Immigrant, an authen-
tic Dutch windmill. Manufactured 

in the Netherlands, the windmill 
was shipped to the U.S. and rebuilt 
on the � ood control dike in Fulton. 
� e functioning mill features two 
blue basalt stones that produce a 
variety of � ours. Volunteers pro-
vide educational tours, and stone-
ground buckwheat, rye, corn and 
wheat � ours are manufactured on 
location and sold at the Windmill 
Cultural Center. 

Heritage Canyon
Less than a mile from the wind-

mill is Heritage Canyon, a restored 
and furnished mid-1800s se� le-
ment located in an old 12-acre 
quarry. Buildings include a church, 
one-room schoolhouse, doctor’s 
o�  ce, covered bridge, swinging 
bridge and more. Its Fall Festival is 
a popular destination for viewing 
fall colors. � e canyon is open April 
through December. 

Great River Trail
If you enjoy cycling, take the 

paved 60-mile path between Rock 
Island and Savanna that winds 
through riverfront communities and 
countryside and includes plenty of 
wildlife and opportunities to stop 
and enjoy views of the Mississippi 
River. 

Illiniwek Forest Preserve 
Enjoy the sights and sounds 

of fall from the Illiniwek Forest 
Preserve’s campground complete 
with tent and RV campsites. Take 
a stroll or bring your mountain 
bike to experience 5 miles of trails 
among the blu� s. � e � owing track 
provides the longest sustained 
climbs and descents in the Quad 
City area. � e park is located on the 
Great River Trail bike path. 

Great River Trail
PHOTO COURTESY OF VISIT QUAD CITIES
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Loud Thunder Forest Preserve 
Loud Thunder Forest Preserve’s 

1,480 acres is home to picnic shel-
ters, campgrounds, hiking/moun-
tain biking/equestrian trails, two 
playgrounds and Lake George. You 
can rent a canoe, kayak, jon boat, 
2-person pontoon boat or a party 
barge to get out on the lake. Or, 
bring your own kayak or canoe. 

West Central 
Historic Nauvoo

Explore more than 30 historic 
sites including homes, businesses 
and activities. A variety of activities 
are available from covered wagon 
rides and 19th century games and 
tour restored homes, shops and 
buildings. 

Warsaw Brewery 
Rising 100 yards above the 

Mississippi River sits the large brick 

brewery built in the mid-1800s. A 
forgotten brick and stone tunnel 
that leads down near the river was 
discovered in the early 2010s that 
may have been used to move boot-
leg liquor via the river. The build-
ing houses a bar, restaurant and 
outdoor seating. It is open April 
through Thanksgiving. 

Historic Dick Brothers Brewery 
Found in the heart of the historic 

German District in Quincy, tour this 
1857 historic brewery, once the larg-
est in the Midwest, with its under-
ground tunnels and caverns. 

Mississippi Valley Wine Trail 
The Quincy-area trail contains 

five family-owned wineries, each 
with distinctive flavors and settings 
with panoramic views, river bluffs 
and lakes. 

Tour Quincy
Tour Quincy bikes are available 

free of charge through 
See Quincy. Peruse 
the city and explore 
the 24 art murals 
along the way.

Villa Kathrine
Villa Kathrine 

is Quincy’s tourist 

information center and interpre-
tive center along the Great River 
Road. This 100-plus-year-old 
Mediterranean castle, once a promi-
nent home in town, overlooks the 
mighty Mississippi.  

Center for American Archeology
Experience archeology explor-

ing the 12,000-year history of west 
central Illinois with fun, hands-
on activities, exhibits and pre-
sentations. The center, located in 
Kampsville, offers educational 
archaeological experiences for all 
ages and opportunities to join their 
field crew. 

Southwest 
Pere Marquette State Park 

The largest state park in Illinois 
encompasses more than 8,000 acres 
to experience fall foliage overlook-
ing the Illinois River. Activities 
available include bike rentals, 
horseback riding, hiking, fishing 
and nature viewing. In winter, it 
is a hub for bald eagle watching. 
The lodge was built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) during 
the Great Depression, including a 
700-ton stone fireplace in the great 
room and picturesque views. 

Villa Kathrine

Historic Nauvoo
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Fall Drive – Grafton to Alton
� is 33-mile stretch of the 

Great River Road runs between 
the Mississippi River and the 300-
foot tall river blu� s. Each fall, the 
trees put on a brilliant show of 
color earning the byway a spot in 
the National Fall Color Drives. 
Head west on State Route 100 from 
Alton to Elsah, Gra� on and Pere 
Marque� e State Park and back. 

Grafton SkyTour at Aerie’s Resort
Rise to new heights along the 

Great River Road in Gra� on in an 
open-air chair li� /gondola. � e 
ride carries visitors 300 feet from 
Gra� on’s Main Street to the top 
of the river blu� s at Aerie’s Resort 
overlooking the con� uence of 
the Mississippi and Illinois rivers. 
Beautiful views are a highlight of 
the ride. Admission is $10 per per-
son for a roundtrip ride.

Lewis & Clark State Historic Site 
Lewis and Clark set up winter 

camp near Hartford before their 
journey into the wilderness. � is � rst 
site on the National Lewis and Clark 
Heritage Trail includes a full-scale 
re-creation of Camp River Dubois, 
a 55-foot replica keelboat packed for 
the expedition and a variety of � eld 
notes, le� ers and journals. 

Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site 
Near Collinsville, this site 

encompasses the remains of the 
largest prehistoric Native American 
site north of Mexico and was once 
a village of 10,000-20,000 people. 
It includes a replica village, artifacts 
and interpretive displays. Ascend 
the 154 steps to the top terrace of 
Monks Mound and catch a glimpse 
of the Gateway Arch across the river. 

Malcolm W. Martin Memorial 
Park & Gateway Geyser

Across the river from St. Louis, 
this beautiful park has a phenom-
enal two-tier observation deck that 
allows visitors to take in wonderful 

views and is home to the Gateway 
Geyser, the largest fountain in the 
U.S. It shoots water up to 630 feet 
– the exact height of the Gateway 
Arch across the river. � e geyser 
erupts every day at noon and lasts 
about 10 minutes. 

Old Chain of Rocks Bridge 
For one of the best views of fall 

foliage on the Great River Road, 
take a stroll or a bike ride across 
the Old Chain of Rock Bridge that 
stretches from Madison, Ill. to St. 
Louis, Mo. Once you’re in the mid-
dle of the bridge, the eye can see 
beautiful fall colors for miles. It’s a 
great spot for photos of the river, 
birds and vintage Route 66 memo-
rabilia on the bridge. 

Stumpy’s Spirits and Distillery 
Not far o�  the Great River Road 

lies Stumpy’s Spirits and Distillery 
in Columbia. You can tour their 
farm-grown production process and 
experience the custom designed 
and built distilling system. You can 
watch everything from cleaning 
grain right o�  the family farm to 
mashing, fermenting, distilling, bar-
reling and bo� ling. 

Chester Welcome Center and 
Popeye & Friends Character Trail 

A scenic bridge overlook near 
the Chester Welcome Center 
provides an amazing view of the 
Mississippi River. A� erward, drive 
into town to � nd the Popeye 
Character Trail. A statue of Popeye 
the Sailor Man has overlooked the 

Grafton SkyTour at Aerie’s Resort
PHOTO COURTESY OF GREAT RIVERS & ROUTES

PHOTO COURTESY OF MATTHEW STROPNIK
Popeye & Friends Character Trail 
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Mississippi River in Segar Park for 
30-plus years. Enjoy the search for 
granite statues of Popeye characters 
placed throughout Chester. Learn 
Popeye history and check out 
Spinach Can Collectibles. 

Lieferbrau Brewery
A short drive from Columbia, 

Red Bud is home to Lieferbrau 
Brewery. Lieferbrau has a large 
patio and is a great place to bask in 
the lovely fall weather. 

Fort Kaskaskia State Historic Site
One of the best places to take in 

wonderful fall colors is from Fort 
Kaskaskia. Bring your camera to 
capture the beautiful colors from 
the blu�  op where the fort once sat. 

Bald Knob Cross
One of the largest crosses in 

the U.S., it stands at more than 111 
feet and is surrounded by Shawnee 
National Forest. Illuminated at 
night, it can be seen over 7,500 
square miles atop the most promi-
nent elevation in southern Illinois 
near Alto Pass.

Giant City State Park 
� e park, located near Makanda, 

has breathtaking natural beauty 
and includes a variety of outdoor 

recreation opportunities. Giant City 
Lodge, also built by the CCC, has 
views of the lush, rolling forest of the 
Shawnee Hills, a native stone � re-
place and a restaurant known for its 
mouthwatering fried chicken. 

Shawnee Hills Wine 
Trail and Orchards

Set in the scenic countryside 
of southern Illinois, experience 11 
unique wineries along a 40-mile 
trail. Southern Illinois is also known 
for its peach and apple orchards. 
Enjoy the charming towns and local 
restaurants as you explore all the 
area has to o� er. 

Fort de Chartres State Historic Site 
Experience French Colonial 

Illinois history at the stone fort, built 
in 1753 near Prairie du Rocher. It 
includes the restored powder maga-
zine believed to be the oldest build-
ing in Illinois. � e museum sits on 
the foundation of an original fort 
building and houses exhibits detail-
ing its vast history.

Tour de Shawnee
Biking along the Great River 

Road near � ebes, the Tour de 
Shawnee is a popular bike ride each 
October through southern Illinois 
fall colors. 

LaRue-Pine Hills
On the western side of Shawnee 

National Forest near Wolf Lake, 
this area is famous for the biannual 
snake migration across LaRue Road 
at the base of the blu� s, adjacent 
to LaRue Swamp. Take your pick 
of breathtaking views. Look down 
from the heights of Inspiration 
Point Trail for panoramic views 
and the Mississippi River valley and 
Big Muddy bo� omlands. � e view 
from below, on Muddy Levee Road, 
shows the towering 300-foot cli� s 
topped with trees displaying a kalei-
doscope of autumn colors. 

Horseshoe Lake State 
Fish & Wildlife Area

Near Miller City and Olive 
Branch, this area may remind you 
of the Deep South with its bald 
cypress, tupelo gum, swamp co� on-
wood trees and wild lotus. Fishing, 
nature viewing, picnicking, camp-
ing, hiking and biking are available. 

Cairo Custom House Museum 
Completed in 1872, it was 

placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1973. It was 
established as a Civil War and local 
history museum and houses the 
desk used by Gen. U.S. Grant while 
stationed in Cairo during the Civil 
War and a Lewis and Clark exhibit.

Magnolia Manor 
� is historic home in Cairo 

o� ers tours and holds special events 
throughout the year. � e 14-room 
mansion is full of history and 
includes many original 19th cen-
tury furnishings. Historians provide 
guided tours. 

LEARN MORE
Explore greatriverroad-illinois.org to 
order a free guide to the Great River 
Road and all it has to offer.

Old Chain of Rocks Bridge
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“ B E  A L E R T  F O R  A N Y � u-like symptoms, 
aching joints, fatigue, rashes, bullseye 
rash, brain fog and so forth. If you 
experience any of these things, 
see a doctor … soon.”

� at advice from Michigan 
resident Brian Anderson does 
not involve the illness you can’t 
escape hearing about all day, 
every day. Anderson has pro-
vided training for co-op and util-
ity line crews in his home state and 
in Wisconsin, coaching them to avoid 
one of the more unpleasant possibilities 
arising from outdoor work in the woods and 
� elds – Lyme disease.

� e listed symptoms – especially a rash resembling 
a bullseye with a red center and two or more con-
centric rings – add up to a clear message. “DO NOT 
put o�  seeing a doctor,” Anderson emphasizes. “Early 
diagnosis and treatment of Lyme disease is extremely 
important. If le�  untreated, it will only get worse, and 
a� er several months, it is really hard to get rid of.”

Delay exacts a painful price
Bert Lehman knows all about the importance of 

early treatment because, through no fault of his own, 
he didn’t get it. A dozen years ago, his case of Lyme 
disease went undiagnosed even a� er its e� ects were 

ge� ing out of hand. Lehman began 
noticing numbness in his arms, legs 

and feet in July 2008.
He suspects he was bi� en by 

a tick while doing outdoor pho-
tography earlier that summer. 
In June, he began su� ering 
daily headaches. Within weeks, 
his symptoms grew to include 

backache, joint pain and muscle 
spasms. “I felt like my equilib-

rium was o� ,” Lehman says. “I felt 
unsteady; it was a foggy feeling.”
When the numbness appeared, he 

contacted a doctor and, with discomfort in his 
le�  arm, was dispatched to an emergency room to test for 
heart problems. He checked out okay and the mystery 
went unsolved.

Lehman then asked to be tested for Lyme disease 
and the result was negative. Later he learned testing at 
the time returned false negatives at rates as high as 50 
percent. Nothing got be� er, and by fall 2008, Lehman 
persuaded his doctor to treat him for Lyme disease. 
Progress, if any, was slow, and the doctor halted antibi-
otic treatment. At one point, Lehman says a rheumatol-
ogist told him the problems were all in his head.

The black-legged deer tick is the only variety that harbors Lyme disease 
bacteria, however other ticks can carry dangerous diseases. 
Source: CDC.gov

A twist ofLLymeyme
Yet another disease you don’t want…
By Dave Hoopman
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He found a website where he could enter his zip 
code and view a list of “Lyme-literate” physicians in 
his area. � ey were much in demand; his � rst choice 
was booked months in advance. In December, 
another doctor began antibiotic treatment. By 
March 2009, the physician he initially hoped to 
see put him on a course of three antibiotics, lasting 
more than a year and a half. Each bimonthly visit 
revealed progress against the Lyme symptoms.

All this time, work was a challenge. “I was lucky 
to have an o�  ce job because just walking would 
cause muscles to tighten up. I kept working and 
struggled through it,” he says.

A frontline facility
Wisconsin has become a hub for research into 

Lyme and other tick-borne illnesses, highlighted 
by the opening of the Tick-Borne Illness Center 
of Excellence, Woodru� , Wis., a combined research 
and treatment facility. � e center is a project of 
the Woodru� -based Howard Young Foundation 
and the Open Medicine Institute, headquartered 
in California. 

Dr. Andreas Kogelnik of the Open Medicine 
Institute, founding director of the center, says that 
tick-borne illnesses formerly more common in 
the northeast have been spreading southward and 
“exploded” in the past decade. Kogelnik says he con-
siders it telling that the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recently increased estimates 
of active infections nationwide “by an order of magni-
tude from 30,000 cases to 300,000.”

Kogelnik acknowledges the di�  culty of accu-
rately diagnosing Lyme disease. “Testing is de� nitely 
a big problem,” he says, noting the false negatives 
and di� erent types of tests. � e center’s to-do list 
includes a cross-sectional study of the performance 
of various tests. He says right now “there isn’t a 
gold standard.”

Kogelnik says part of the trouble is that the wide-
ranging symptoms vary. “If you have some selection 
from a list of several, it’s probably Lyme,” he says. 
� e bullseye rash “is relatively speci� c but shows 
up in fewer than half the patients.” He notes, listing 
among other indicators “fever, cognitive neuropathy, 
just plain fatigue and joint pains that move around.”

It might be a stretch to say Lyme disease has 
been the direct cause of deaths, but it certainly has 
the capacity to trigger or aggravate other conditions 
that can be fatal, Kogelnik explains, noting a col-
league died of a heart condition a� ributed to his 
Lyme disease.

Is Lyme disease fully curable with antibiotics? 
“It’s realistic, but as with any infectious disease 

early treatment is be� er and the result depends on 
the underlying state of the patient’s immune system,” 
he says.

One hopeful note is the CDC says a tick must 
remain a� ached for 36-48 hours before Lyme dis-
ease bacteria is transmi� ed to the host. A close 
inspection immediately a� er visiting areas of likely 
exposure may a� ord ample time to remove the bug 
before infection occurs. “We have patients walk 
through our door every day with ticks on them, 
and we test the ticks as well as the humans,” 
Kogelnik says.
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Don’t get bit!
Brian Anderson says removal of an embedded tick 

is best accomplished gently. Using � ne tip tweezers or 
a tick key, “grab it right down at the skin level and 
pull it straight up.” Squeezing the tick’s 
body is a bad idea, as this may inad-
vertently inject infectious mate-
rial. With the tick removed, 
Anderson recommends clean-
ing the nearby skin with ordi-
nary rubbing alcohol and 
retaining the tick in a plastic 
bag for potential testing.

Desirable as quick diag-
nosis and treatment may be, 
a be� er option is preventing 
tick bites in the � rst place. “Walk 
on paths, stay away from tall grass 
and low vegetation,” Anderson advises, 
adding that “ticks need moisture for survival 
so they will tend to be more in shaded areas than sunny 
areas. � ey don’t fall from trees, they don’t jump, they 
just sit on a blade of grass or something until a host 
comes by, then hitch a ride and look for a meal.”

Light-colored clothing and tucking trousers into 
socks will aid in seeing the noxious creatures, and 
members of a group should watch for ticks hitchhik-
ing on each other’s clothing when outdoors. Anderson 

runs a business as “� e Tick Terminator” and men-
tions that those whose daily routine involves outdoor 
work can achieve e� ective prevention by treating shoes, 
clothing and gear with permethrin before venturing 

into likely tick habitat.

Long haul to recovery
Bert Lehman’s case took more 

than two years to fully resolve. 
He’s � ne today but warns anyone 
spending much time outdoors to 
acquaint themselves with all the 
symptoms – he didn’t have the 
telltale bullseye rash. If symptoms 

appear, be sure to see a doctor 
familiar with Lyme disease. 

“A� er this all took place, it was 
several years before I felt comfortable 

going into wooded areas or tall grass,” he 
says. Now, a� er he’s been in such areas, he show-

ers and washes his clothing right away.
Even a� er decades of gradually growing awareness, 

Lehman says he’s concerned that Lyme disease is 
widely misunderstood. “� e experience taught me that 
it’s not as simple as ge� ing a bullseye rash and being on 
antibiotics for 21 days.” 

Reprinted with permission of Wisconsin Electric Cooperative News.



The Igloo Diner
By Lisa Cherry

YOU MIGHT NOT EXPECT to � nd an igloo in a small Midwestern town, but you 
will in Peru, Ill. � e Igloo Diner, a local mom-and-pop, has been an icon 
there since 1937. Rumor has it that when the building was originally under 
construction, a passerby commented that the big white box looked like an 
igloo, but that’s just conjecture. No one knows for sure. Current owner Rich 
Decker says it adds to the diner’s mystique.

Rich and his wife Chris bought the Peru institution about 10 years ago 
from the family of its original owners, Louis “Louie” and Stephanie “Pat” 
Mazzorana. � e Deckers have strived to preserve the quality of � e Igloo’s fare 
as well as the family atmosphere known and loved by the community since 
the restaurant’s start during the Great Depression. Rich, in fact, grew up nine 
blocks away. “First, my parents took me [to � e Igloo],” he explains. “Later, I 
walked or rode my bike. In high school, we would cruise � e Igloo.” He and 
his wife were regular customers before deciding to carry on its tradition.

Both worked in restaurants and eventually decided it was time to do 
something for themselves. When they purchased the business, Rich says 
the previous owners helped them during the transition. “� ey knew we 
weren’t going to change everything or run it into the ground.” � e Deckers 
haven’t removed any of the original items from the menu. “You walk a � ne 
line between change and staying the same,” he says. “You take li� le bites at 
a time.” He laughs that it took two years for them to add a television to the 
counter for diners.

Rich says the building was a li� le dated, so they brightened it up with a 
traditional 1950s motif. “It just seemed to � t the place,” he says. � e décor 
instantly indicates the establishment’s family atmosphere, which doesn’t 
o� er alcohol or gaming. “It’s more than a restaurant,” he says. “It’s the banker 
si� ing next to the auto repairman. It’s four generations of families eating 
together. It’s a unique place.”

While known for its longevity and atmosphere, the food stands out as 
well. Last year, Food Network named � e Igloo the best diner in Illinois. 
It has repeatedly won favorite place for lunch and been recognized for their 
burgers in the News Tribune’s Readers’ Choice Awards, which he describes 
as humbling and “a li� le extra pressure.” Oh-la-laa burger or French onion soup burger

Pork tenderloin horseshoe
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LET’S EAT!
The Igloo Diner
2819 4th St, Peru, IL 61354 
815-223-0848 
igloorich1937@gmail.com 
www.igloodiner.com
CURRENT HOURS

11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Wednesday-Sunday
 

The top two sellers are their hand-trimmed, 
hand-cut, hand-pounded and hand-breaded 
pork tenderloin and their cheeseburgers. 
Other favorites include hand-cut fries and 
homemade chili, which are made fresh daily, 
and root beer floats. They make their own root 
beer and use ice cream from a local dairy.

Rich says the old staples remain great, 
but just to spice things up they began doing 
a sandwich of the month. “It’s basically 
reinventing food we already serve. Next up 
is our buffalo pork tenderloin—we’re adding 
some heat (buffalo sauce), bleu cheese and 
Monterey Jack, celery and ranch,” he says.

Another creation is his namesake—the 
Doubledecker, where he put his two best 
sellers together—the pork tenderloin and the 
cheeseburger. “I had an epiphany,” he says. “I 
always wanted to do a ‘Doubledecker’ because 
of my last name.”

In addition to the local patrons, a lot of 
previous residents come in when back for a 
visit. “People will often stop here first when 
they come back to grab a pork tenderloin, 
hand-cut fries and a root beer float,” Rich says. 
“They’ve all got their favorites.”

Typically, the staff at the diner numbers 
22 to 25, and the Deckers hire a lot of local 
high school students for their first job. The 
restaurant’s capacity is normally 75. “Pre-
COVID, we’d trim, cut, pound and bread  
200 tenderloins a day.” Rich admits it’s a  
lot of work.

Currently, they only offer carryout service. 
“COVID has taken a bite out of us, no doubt. 
A year ago, we were at the top of our game,” he 
says, adding that they have a lot of community 
support, and they’re doing okay through the 
hardship. “[We’re] just taking it one day at a 
time … You grow where and how you can.” 

The Deckers love their community. Rich 
describes Peru as a “small hub” between 
Rockford and Bloomington, the Quad Cities 
and Chicago. “It’s about 60 miles from 
anywhere,” he laughs. He says the “big” small 
town (along with sister city LaSalle) is relaxed 
and a great place to raise kids. “People are 
caring and thoughtful. It’s a nice, quiet, typical 
Midwest town.”

Rich believes The Igloo Diner is a big part 
of that. “The Igloo is the one restaurant every 
town should have. It’s a piece of home for a lot 
of people.” 

Pork tenderloin horseshoe

Doubledecker

Dinner and dessert

Rootbeer float
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WE NEED RECIPES! 
Upcoming monthly topics
Pasta
Lemons
Cinnamon
Please email submissions to 
� nestcooking@icl.coop or mail 
them to Finest Cooking c/o Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Spring� eld, IL 62708. Please include 
your name, address, phone number 
(for questions), and the name of 
your electric cooperative. Recipes 
not included in the magazine 
can be found on our website at 
icl.coop/� nestcooking.

Recipes prepared, tasted 
and photographed 
by lllinois Country 
Living staff. For more 
recipes and photos go to 
www.icl.coop. Questions? 
Email � nestcooking@
aiec.coop.

Visit www.icl.coop to see 
more Illinois Country Living 
recipes.

Stacks and syrup
W H E T H E R  YO U  CA L L  T H E M hotcakes, 
� apjacks, griddlecakes or pancakes, 
one thing is guaranteed, they are 
delicious. Many like to eat them 
plain with a drizzle of syrup while 
others add fruit, nuts or chocolate 
chips. In the U.S., pancakes are 
most o� en eaten as a sweet break-
fast food but can also be savory. 
� e possibilities are endless, so 
open your pantry and let your 
imagination go. 

CHUNKY MONKEY  
BUTTERMILK  
PANCAKES

Cinnamon Roll Pancakes
Servings: 4
   Pancakes:
 2 cups all-purpose � our
 4 tablespoons granulated sugar
 4 teaspoons baking powder
 1 teaspoon salt
 2 cups milk
 4  tablespoons butter, melted

 2 eggs
 1 teaspoon vanilla
   Filling:
 1/2 stick unsalted butter, melted
 6 tablespoons light brown sugar, 

packed
 1-1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon

   Glaze:
 1/2 stick unsalted butter
 2 ounces cream cheese, 

room temperature
 3/4 cup powdered sugar
 1/2 teaspoon vanilla

For pancakes, in large bowl whisk together milk, eggs, butter and vanilla. Add dry ingredients and mix just until moistened. 
Don’t overmix. Let set while preparing other ingredients. To prepare � lling, in medium bowl combine ingredients and 
scoop into squeeze bottle or heavy resealable bag. Set aside to thicken. It needs to be thick or it will run out of bottle 
and melt into the pancakes. For glaze, melt butter in small pan until melted. Turn off heat and whisk in cream cheese 
until smooth. Sift powdered sugar into pan and stir. Add vanilla and stir. Set aside. Heat griddle to medium/medium-
high and coat with non-stick cooking spray. Spoon batter onto griddle to make 4-inch pancakes. Once bubbles begin to 
appear, squeeze � lling in a spiral onto pancakes (if using a resealable bag, snip off one corner) resembling a cinnamon 
roll. Once bubbles on pancakes begin to pop, carefully � ip and cook until golden. Serve with butter and drizzle with 
cream cheese glaze. Nutrition information: 868 calories; 44.8g fat; 967mg sodium; 104.9g carbohydrates; 14.7g protein. 

Chunky Monkey Buttermilk Pancakes
Submi� ed by: Jill Asbury, Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association
Servings: 4
   Dry ingredients:
 2 cups all-purpose � our
 4 tablespoons of white or brown 

sugar (optional)
 2 tablespoons baking powder
 1 teaspoon salt

   Wet ingredients:
 1-1/2 cups buttermilk
 2 tablespoons vegetable 

or canola oil
 1 teaspoon vanilla 
 2 eggs

   Add-ins and toppings:
 1 banana, quartered lengthwise 

and sliced
 1/2 cup chocolate chips
 1/4 cup chopped nuts 

(walnuts, pecans or almonds)

Preheat oiled skillet, frying pan or griddle on medium high heat. In medium bowl, mix all dry ingredients together. In 
large bowl, mix all wet ingredients together. Add dry mixture to wet ingredients and mix until lump free. Fold in bananas, 
chocolate chips and nuts. Spoon batter onto preheated pan and � ip once until each pancake is cooked. Garnish with additional 
nuts, whipped cream, chocolate syrup and/or chocolate shavings. Nutrition information: 577 calories; 21.3g fat; 704mg sodium; 
83.3g carbohydrates; 15.1g protein. 

IHOP HARVEST GRAIN 
AND NUT PANCAKES
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GERMAN APPLE PANCAKE

German Apple Pancake
Servings: 6
 3 large eggs, room temperature
 1 cup whole milk
 3/4 cup all-purpose flour
 1/2 teaspoon salt
 1/8 teaspoon nutmeg
 3 tablespoons butter
    Topping:
 2 Granny Smith apples, peeled and sliced
 3 – 4 tablespoons butter
 2 tablespoons brown sugar
 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
  Powdered sugar

Preheat cast iron skillet in 425 F oven. In a blender, combine 
eggs, milk, flour, salt and nutmeg. Cover and process until 
smooth. Add butter to hot skillet; return to oven until butter 
bubbles. Pour batter into skillet. Bake uncovered for 20 minutes 
or until pancake puffs and edges are browned and crispy. 
While pancake is baking, melt butter in a skillet. Add apples, 
brown sugar and cinnamon. Cook and stir over medium heat 
until apples are tender. Spoon apples into baked pancake and 
sprinkle with powdered sugar. Cut and serve immediately. 
Adapted from Taste of Home. Nutrition information: 192 calo-
ries; 12g fat; 273 mg sodium; 18g carbohydrates; 5g protein. 

IHOP Harvest Grain 
and Nut Pancakes
Submitted by: Lori Webb,  
Western Illinois Electrical Coop.
Servings: 4
 3/4 cup oats
 3/4 cup whole wheat flour
 2 teaspoons baking soda
 1 teaspoon baking powder
 1/2 teaspoon salt
 1-1/2 cups buttermilk
 1/4 cup oil
 1  egg
 1/4 cup granulated sugar
 3 tablespoons almonds,  

finely chopped
 3 tablespoons walnuts,  

chopped

In food processor or blender, grind 
oats until fine like flour. Mix with flour, 
baking soda, baking powder and salt. 
Combine buttermilk, oil, egg and sugar 
with mixer. Add flour mixture. Add nuts 
and mix well with mixer. Pour onto 
lightly greased hot griddle and cook 2-4 
minutes per side. Nutrition information: 
414 calories; 22.2g fat; 1002mg sodium; 
45.9g carbohydrates; 10.2g protein. 

Extra Tender Pancakes
Submitted by: Arlene Lantz, Western Illinois Electrical Coop.
Servings: 2
 2/3 cup milk
 1 egg, slightly beaten

 1/4 cup melted butter
 1 cup flour

 1/2 cup powdered sugar
 1/4 teaspoon salt

 2 teaspoons baking 
powder

Mix egg, milk and butter. Sift together flour, powdered sugar, baking powder and salt. Stir in milk mixture just until  
moistened. Heat lightly greased griddle until hot. For each pancake, pour about 1 tablespoon batter onto grill. Cook until  
bubbles appear evenly over top and turn. Cook until golden. This makes 8 or 9 small pancakes. Nutrition information:  
625 calories; 27.5g fat; 529mg sodium; 84.1g carbohydrates; 12.2g protein. 
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Jason Houser is a full-time 
outdoor writer and enthusi-
ast from central Illinois who 
has won numerous awards 
in the outdoor communica-
tion field. 

Persimmons – a fall delicacy
I T  I S  T H E  T I M E  of year when persim-
mons begin falling to the ground. 
Just about every living creature from 
birds, skunks, possums, raccoons, 
deer and mankind will search, 
gather and eat persimmons before 
they are gone for another year.

According to old-timers, per-
simmon seeds can be used to pre-
dict the severity of winter weather. 
When cut in two, the persimmon 
seeds will display one of three sym-
bols. A knife shape will indicate a 
cold, icy winter (where wind will 
cut through you like a knife). A fork 
shape indicates a mild winter and 
a spoon shape stands for a shovel to 
dig out the snow.

Unlike most trees, persimmons 
are either male or female, and only 
the females produce fruit. 

When searching for persim-
mons, brush back the top layer of 
leaves; the fruit usually falls from 
the tree before the leaves do, so the 
evidence you are looking for can get 
covered up.

Bark helps to easily identify per-
simmon trees. They are usually the 
darkest trees in the woods. When 
looking for them, scan ahead for 

dark, almost black trunks. When 
you see a dark trunk, look for 
the distinctive blocky-looking bark 
that is furrowed into a unique pat-
tern of square chunks. 

Persimmons growing in the 
woods generally don’t have 

branches near the ground. Trees 
growing in areas where they have 
more exposure to light will grow 
lower branches. Their leaves are 
oval dark shiny green above and 
light green below. 

Before they ripen, persim-
mons are green to light orange and 
become dark orange when ripe. 

Unripe persimmons are bitter with 
a chalky mouthfeel, so be patient. 
The first frost will usually cause the 
fruit to quickly ripen and fall soon 
after, although some varieties will 
produce ripe fruit much earlier in 
the year.

If you happen to beat all the 
other critters to these tiny orange 
fruits, you are on your way to 
enjoying fine desserts and treats 
such as cakes, breads, pies, pudding 
and fudge all winter long.

To prepare, drop the soft, ripe 
persimmons into a press. Squeeze 
and scrape the pulp from the sides 
and transfer to a container. Remove 
the seeds and skins in readiness for 
the next batch. A peck of persim-
mons can be processed in about 
an hour and will produce approxi-
mately two quarts of pulp. 

The pulp can be frozen in air-
tight containers. It may darken 
when thawed but there is little loss 
of the delicate flavor. 

Persimmons are a fall delicacy 
that many do not take advantage of. 
Get out this fall and try them out. 
Trees are plentiful in both country 
and urban settings, and gathering 
persimmons is a great family activ-
ity for young and old alike. The pay-
off comes at the dining room table 
as you enjoy a delicious treat. 

Persimmon Pudding
 1/2 teaspoon baking soda
 2 cups persimmon pulp
 2 1/2 cups granulated sugar
 2 eggs, beaten
 2 cups all-purpose flour
 2 teaspoons baking powder

 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
 1/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
  Pinch of salt
 2 1/2  cups milk
 4 tablespoons melted butter

Preheat oven to 325 F and grease a 9x13-inch baking dish. In a large bowl, 
combine persimmon pulp, baking soda, sugar and eggs. Mix well. Add flour, 
baking powder, cinnamon, vanilla, salt, milk and melted butter. Stir to combine. 
Pour into baking dish and bake for 55 minutes. The pudding will rise during 
baking but fall when removed from oven. Recipe from allrecipes.com.
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PUBLICATION MUST MATCH CODES TO INSERTION ORDER.
NEVER GUTTER THE COUPON.

Connect with Us!

*Plus 15.99 shipping and service. Please allow 6-8 weeks 
after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject to product 
availability and order acceptance. 
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Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                               State            Zip

Email

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

PRIORITY RESERVATION                                                 SEND NO MONEY NOW

©2020  The Bradford Exchange       01-32588-001-BIB

YES.  Please reserve the “Allis Chalmers” Reversible Men’s Hoodie for me
as described in this announcement, in the size indicated below. 

Please Respond Promptly

❑ Medium (38-40) 01-32588-011
❑ Large (42-44) 01-32588-012

❑ XL (46-48) 01-32588-013
❑ XXL (50-52) 01-32588-014
❑ XXXL(54-56) 01-32588-015

E38501

Allis-Chalmers is a registered trademark of Archer Well Company Inc.

Celebrate a Love of Magni� cent TractorsCelebrate a Love of Magni� cent Tractors

Vintage
Allis Chalmers

Tractors Applique
�

A Bradford Exchange
Custom Apparel

Exclusive

Order online bradfordexchange.com/32588

Available in
 5 Men’s Sizes—M-XXXL

2

Hood
ies

in 
1!

2

Hood
ies

in 
1!

2-in-1 Hoodie Reverses
from Black to Orange

ALLIS CHALMERS
Men’s Reversible Hoodie

ALLIS CHALMERS

Farmers know they can rely on Allis Chalmers for rugged and affordable 
tractors, and now you can rely on The Bradford Exchange to pay tribute 
to the brand with a bold, 2-in-1, apparel design. This hoodie is crafted in 
a soft cotton-blend knit featuring handsome details throughout. A large 
embroidered applique patch of Allis Chalmers tractors is on the back 
of the black hoodie. The hoodie reverses to the famous “Persian Orange.” 
Both fronts display embroidered Allis Chalmers logos over the chest.
Design details include two front kangaroo pockets, rib knit cuffs and 
hem, and full front zipper closure. Imported. 

An Exceptional Value Backed By
Our Satisfaction Guarantee

Our “Allis Chalmers” Reversible Men’s Hoodie is an outstanding 
value at $139.95*, payable in 4 convenient installments of $34.99. 
It’s available in 5 sizes medium to XXXL. Sizes XXL and XXXL, add $10. 
To order yours, backed by our money-back, 30-day guarantee, send no 
money now; just return the Priority Reservation. You won’t � nd 
this exclusive design in stores. So don’t miss out—order yours today!

01_32588_00_BIB.indd   101_32588_00_BIB.indd   1 4/2/20   2:39 PM4/2/20   2:39 PM



WINDMILL Service
Paul’s

• Old Fashioned, Pumping Type
• New & Reconditioned Windmills
• Complete Installation & Repair 

 Service
• Specialize in Large Mills to Fill Ponds

217-897-6699
millfi xr1@aol.com

www.paulswindmillservice.com

$3,650only

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256. 

To advertise in
Illinois Country Living 
email info@icl.coop

Connect with us

Sudoku Solution
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$1500 OFF
PLUS A FREE 

SHOWER PACKAGE!
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

1-800-361-5469

NORTH AMERICA’SNORTH AMERICA’S

#1 Walk-In Tub

1-800-361-5469

www.BuySafeStep.com

Region 1 - 2020 Plan 

Deposit $3,240
Deductible $7,400
Your
Responsibility $4,160

If you don’t spend it, you can KEEP it!!

Get CONTROL 
of your  bucket of money!

□  Medicare Advantage plan to give & GROW money!
□  No Network - Access to any Medicare provider
□  Enhanced tax - free expense coverage
□  After deductible is met insurance pays 100%

* Deposit and deductible amounts shown above are full calendar - year
amounts, based on a January 1 effective date. If you enroll for a partial
calendar year, the deposit and deductible amounts will be prorated based on
the month your coverage becomes effective with Lasso Healthcare MSA.

Brokers Welcome

Medicare approved Lasso Healthcare MSA combines health coverage with a 
special medical savings account. They deposit $$$ from Medicare into your

account and YOU decide what health services to spend it on!



5 Things You Should Know

Real estate loans aren’t one-size-fits-all. That’s why 
Rural 1st provides specialized loan options for:

RURAL HOMES RECREATIONAL LAND

CONSTRUCTIONRURAL LOTS

SPECIALIZED LOANS 
THAT GET YOU HOME

www.farmcreditIL.com/rural1st
Find out how Rural 1st can help you make the move.

Rural 1st® is the tradename and registered trademark 
of Farm Credit Mid-America, NMLS 407249. Rural 1st 
products are available to consumers within the territories 
of participating Farm Credit System Associations.

Put your message in over 191,000 Illinois mailboxes
Every issue of Illinois Country Living is delivered to the mailboxes of 
over 191,000 homes, farms and businesses throughout Illinois. With 
a readership of over half a million, no other publication — magazine 
or newspaper — even comes close to reaching so many potential 
customers for your product, service or destination. Find out how easy it 
is to advertise and to take advantage of Illinois’ Most Powerful Reach! 

Contact Us
info@icl.coop



SUBMIT A PHOTO

Online: icl.coop/snapshots 
Email: cbradford@aiec.coop 
Mail:  Illinois Country Living  

Attn: Colten Bradford 
PO Box 3787  
Springfield IL 62708 

Rules: Please include high-quality 
digital files or an original we can 
scan. When submitting, include 
details about the photo, artist’s name 
and the co-op name. If you would 
like us to return your work, include 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
We are not responsible for photos 
lost in the mail. We retain reprint and 
online rights.

Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full 
terms and conditions.

Black and 
white
1. ELLEN MCRELL

Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation 

2. TRICIA WAGES
Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative

3. DAVID GRAMENZ
Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association

4. KAYLI THORNDYKE
Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation

5. HAYDEN BEAVEN
EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative

6. BEN KININGHAM
Menard Electric Cooperative

UPCOMING THEMES
December – Red 
January – Barns
February – Horses
March – Fishing

2

1

3

4

6

5
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Rented Farmland. 
Unleash Its Potential. 
More than 60 percent of Midwest farmland is rented.
For generations, these farms have run on trust and 
handshakes between landowners and farmers. This trust 
remains your farm’s greatest untapped resource. All it takes 
to unleash its potential is a conversation about soil health.

Together, landowners and farmers can collaborate to 
improve their profit margins, ensure a healthier landscape 
for growing our food, and safeguard our waters.

Improved soil health.
Everyone profits. Everyone thrives. 

Visit nature.org/rentedfarmland



WE SELL LANDWE SELL LAND
OVER 175 CURRENT LISTOVER 175 CURRENT LISTINGSINGS

• Over $194 Million in Illinois land sales the past two years • Over 30,386 Illinois acres sold in
the past two years • Over 449 Illinois transactions in the past two years

WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC - DBA Whitetail Properties | In the States of Nebraska & North Dakota - DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties Real Estate LLC | Licensed in IL, MO, IA, KS, KY, NE & OK - Dan Perez, Broker |  Licensed in AR, CO, GA, MN, ND, SD, TN & WI - Jeff Evans, 

Broker | Licensed in FL, OH, NY & PA - Jefferson Kirk Gilbert, Broker | Licensed in TX & NM - Joey Bellington, Broker | Licensed in IN - Bill Minor, Broker | Licensed in AL, GA, LA, & MS - Sybil Stewart, Broker | Licensed in TN - Chris Wakefield, Broker | Licensed in TN - Bobby Powers, 
Broker | Licensed in AR - Anthony Chrisco, Broker | Licensed in SC, NC & VA - Chip Camp, Broker | Licensed in NC - Rich Baugh, Broker | Licensed in MI - Edmund Joel Nogaski, Broker | Licensed in WV - Debbie S. Laux, Broker | Licensed in ID, MT, OR & WY - Aaron Milliken, Broker

TODD HENRY
Broker, Land Specialist
(815) 997-2256

BRENT RENEAU
Broker, Land Specialist
(309) 337-0348

BRENT 
RENEAU

&
JASON 

ENDRES

TYLER SELLENS
Broker, Land Specialist
(309) 341-6431

JOE CEBUHAR
Broker, Land Specialist
(309) 333-5133

CLYDE HUTCHINSON
Broker, Land Specialist
(618) 581-6265

CLYDE HUTCHINSON
Broker, Land Specialist
(618) 581-6265

JEFF HEIL
Broker, Land Specialist
(573) 880-6150

JUSTIN MASON
Broker, Land Specialist
(618) 638-5031

ED PRESLEY 
Broker, Land Specialist
(217) 251-8195

ADAM CRUMRIN
Broker, Land Specialist
(217) 276-2334

JARED WASHBURN
Broker, Land Specialist
(618) 780-3398

JASON ENDRES
Broker, Land Specialist
(309) 224-9135

TIM LANE
Broker, Land Specialist
(815) 953-5332
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