
Make your voice heard 
There’s an old politi-

cal saying, “If you’re 
not at the table, you’re on 
the menu.” � is adage is 
the perfect answer to the 
question, “Why vote?” 
It’s a blunt description of 
what happens when you 
don’t engage in the politi-
cal process. 
 If you don’t vote, you’re 
not only missing the 
opportunity to support a 
candidate that shares your 
views and concerns, you’re 
allowing others to chart a 
course that impacts your 
future. � at’s why we’re encouraging 
all Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
members to recognize National Voter 
Registration Day on Sep. 22, 2020. 
Whether you’re registering yourself or 
others to vote, or helping members of 
our community get organized, there 
are many ways to get involved. 

Your vision, your vote
 While local elections may not 
be as exciting as the high-pro� le 
presidential election, they are just as 
critical. Local elections have a direct 
impact on your community and on 
your quality of life. 
 Like the national level, local 
elections represent who we are as a 
community, and more importantly, 
where we want to go. Whether it’s 
an election for a mayor, sheri� , state 
representative, school board or an 

electric co-op board member, your 
vision for the community is tied to 
your vote. 
 Voting keeps elected o�  cials 
accountable. Elections are a direct 
and tangible source of feedback. For 
example, WIEC board members 
provide strategic guidance on the 
direction of the co-op and how it 
serves the community. Local board 
members embody the voice and 
identity of the community.

Staying in sync with the community
 Ultimately, the role of the co-op 
board is governance. While day-to-day 
decisions are made by our employ-
ees, bigger decisions are made by the 
board, whose mission is to look out 
for the vitality of the co-op and the 
members we serve. WIEC board 
members provide their perspective on 

community priorities, 
thereby enabling us to 
make more informed 
decisions on long-term 
investments.
 However, boards are 
not perfect, and we need 
you, the members of 
the co-op, to help keep 
the system in check. We 
depend on you and your 
neighbors to vote so that 
we can stay on course and 
ensure that we are in sync 
with the community that 
we serve. 3912-18
 A strong voter 

turnout shows investment in the 
community and ensures that a diverse 
number of views are represented. 
� e whole community bene� ts when 
more people participate in the process, 
because greater numbers re� ect a 
consensus on the direction of the 
future and the will of the people.
 By voting in national, state and 
local elections, you are serving as a 
role model for your family, friends 
and colleagues. � e act of voting 
demonstrates your support for the 
community and helps o�  cials chart 
a course for the future. Democracy 
is not a spectator sport. Research 
candidates, learn about issues on the 
ballot, and get out and vote!
 To learn more about National Voter 
Registration Day or to get involved, visit 
www.nationalvoterregistrationday.org.
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OFFICE HOURS
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday
BUSINESS OFFICE 

217-357-3125
TO REPORT AN OUTAGE

800-576-3125

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kent Flesner — 
President, West Point
Mark Burling — 

 Vice President, Carthage
 Janet Spory — 

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
William Newton — 

 Assistant Secretary/Trea sur er,
 Burnside

Rob Gronewold — 
Director, Carthage
Kim Gullberg —

 Director, Stronghurst
Jay Morrison —

 Director, Niota

STAFF
 Todd Grotts — General Manager
 Ryan Biery — Manager 

 of Operations
 Wendi Whitaker — Finance and 

 Accounting Manager

MAP LOCATION CON TEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location num bers in the 
newsletter. If you � nd your map location 
num ber call the WIEC o�  ce by the 25th 
of the fol low ing month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on read ing the WIEC News.

Thomas Todd
Map Location Winner – July issue

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Clothes dryers make up a large portion 
of your appliance energy consumption. 
Clean the lint filter after each cycle, and 
scrub the filter with a toothbrush once 
a month to remove film and increase air 
circulation. 

Source: energy.gov

WIEC will be closed on September 7th 
in observance of Labor Day. 

In case of a power emergency, please call 
357-3125 or 1-800-576-3125.

Please consider buying locally-made products and visiting 
locally-owned businesses during the week of Labor Day if at 
all possible. Our local businesses and workers have adapted 
to and overcome many unique obstacles this year. Let’s show 
our appreciation by supporting them fi nancially as often as 
we can and by remembering to pass along some kind words 
of appreciati on when we visit. 3721-39
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Welcome New Members

June
2020

Control your controlled burn
It’s called a controlled burn for a reason. 

If you don’t plan your controlled burn 
in advance and keep it under check, it can 
quickly spread too far and wide.
 If you are considering implementing 
a controlled burn (also known as a 
prescribed � re) to address vegetation 
or weed management, be sure to follow 
several precautions to stay safe: 
1. Don’t start one without advance 

planning. 3528-47
2. Certain groups should be noti� ed: 

check with your town or village 
o�  ce, notify your local � re depart-
ment and let your neighbors know 
your plans.

3. Obtain permits, if applicable. 
4. Check the forecast for weather 

conditions, such as wind direction 
and speed, as well as humidity, which 
should be 40 percent or higher.

5. If there are power poles in the 
planned burning area, clear all 
vegetation and weeds at least 4 feet 
around the base of the pole.

6. Wet the base of the pole with water 
before beginning your burn.

WIEC board approves 
capital credit refund
Manager Todd Grotts 

is pleased to 
report that the WIEC 
board of directors 
has once again 
approved capital 
credit retirements 
for this fall. A 
refund of close 
to $240,000 was 
approved earlier 
this year. � is will 
retire the capital credits 
from 1985 and 1986. 
� e board (directed by both 
bylaws and policy) can only approve 
the retirement of capital credits when 

it will not adversely impact 
the cooperative’s � nancial 

condition. Keep your 
eyes out for checks 
to arrive in late 
September or early 
October. 3613-48
 Capital 
credits represent 

the cooperative 
members’ equity in 

(or ownership of ) their 
cooperative. Your credit 

for a given year re� ects your 
individual portion of any margins 

(a.k.a. pro� ts) earned that year by the 
cooperative.

Amschler, John
Badgett, � omas E.
Brooks Ranch LLC

Burrell, Adam & Andrea
Dochterman, Harry Neal

Grafton, Kara & Stephenson, Travis
Huls, Cody

Kessler, Jason A.
Krow, Andrew
Miller, Steve
Orth, Jerry

Pennington, Nicole
Seigfried, Brody

Statewide Properties
Sterne, Madison G. "Toby"

Walker, Heather & Ben
Wear, Carlin & Hali

Wilde Tillman Farms

 Even with the best laid plans, a utility 
pole could catch on � re during a burn; 
however, planning can decrease the 
chances. Fire damage to a power pole is 
usually evident by blackening and scorch 
marks, but even slight discoloration can 
cause serious problems. Sometimes the 
poles burn from the inside out, and the 
damage is not immediately apparent. 
 Take time to plan or your controlled 
burn could get expensive. � e person 
who causes damage to a utility pole is 

responsible for the expenses associated 
with replacing it.
 � ere are other safety considerations 
– check with local authorities and fully 
research all aspects of a controlled burn 
before implementing one.
 To inquire about controlled burns 
near power lines and poles, contact 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. at 217-
357-3125 or 800-576-3125 for more 
information about electrical safety, go to 
SafeElectricity.org. 
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DON’T 
GET 
OUT

If your machinery, vehicle or other equipment makes 
contact with a power line, guy wire or electrical box, 
DO NOT get out of your cab. Stray power could 
energize your equipment and the ground.

To avoid becoming electrocuted:
     Call 9-1-1 and wait for us to arrive to cut the power.
     Wait to exit your cab until the power is de-energized. 

In rare cases you may need to exit your cab due to 
smoke or fire. If you must get out, make a solid jump 
out without touching any part of the tractor or vehicle, 
and hop away as far as you can, keeping both feet 
together as you hop. 

For more information visit SafeElectricity.org.
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