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Operation Round-Up
 McDonough Power Cooperative is proud 
to have a program in place that can easily get 
funds to local groups and organizations that 
have a big impact on our community. � is 
program is called Operation Round-Up.
 McDonough Power members who par-
ticipate in Operation Round-Up allow their 
monthly electric bill to be “rounded up” to 
the next dollar. � at spare change is placed 
in the Cooperative Cares Operation Round-
Up fund, overseen by a board of trustees, 
who are also McDonough Power members. 
9128A2-810B
 � e trustees meet each quarter to review 
the requests for grants. Local community 
groups, non-pro� ts, � re departments, school 
programs and similar organizations can 
apply. Since the program began in 2016, 
nearly $115,000 has been given back to the 
community.
 In the most recent round of grants, Feed 
My Lambs Mission received a $3,000 grant 
to help with their Annual Back-to-School 
Picnic. Feed My Lambs Mission is an 
outreach in the community of Abingdon 
which provides food throughout the year to 
less fortunate families. � e funds will help 
provide more than 150 backpacks � lled with 
school supplies to children in the A-Town 
276 school district, in addition to a meal for 

each family attending the Back-to-School 
Picnic.
 Warren County Crime Stoppers 
received a $2,264.86 grant to help pro-
vide community education materials. � e 
materials are distributed throughout Warren 
County to educate citizens on what to look 
for and when to make that anonymous 
phone call to the tip line when a crime is 
witnessed.
 If you are already participating in 
Operation Round-Up and donating a few 
extra cents each month to help our com-
munity, McDonough Power Cooperative 
thanks you! 
 If you are not participating, please con-
sider joining this great cause. Just give us a 
call to start “rounding up” your bill to help 
your community.
 McDonough Power Cooperative is cur-
rently accepting applications for the next 
cycle of Operation Round-Up grants. Grant 
applications must be submitted by Monday, 
October 5. Representatives from local civic 
groups, non-pro� ts, schools or community 
organizations who would like to apply for an 
Operation Round-Up grant can download 
the application forms from mcdonough-
power.com. Applications are also available at 
the o�  ce.

Our offi ce will be closed 
Monday, September 7 

for Labor Day.

At the July board meeting, board members regretfully accepted the resignation of Steve Youngquist, 
District 9 director, after nearly 24 years serving on the board. Steve relocated outside of the co-op 
service territory and is no longer eligible to serve. The board and employees are grateful for his 
dedication to McDonough Power over the years. “I am grateful for Steve’s service to our membership 
over the past 24 years,” said Jeff Moore, chairman of the board and District 6 director. “The entire 
organization wishes him and his family all the best and we greatly appreciate the support Steve gave 
us during his tenure.”
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Make time for safety this harvest season
 Harvest season often means putting in 
long hours, which can make it difficult to 
stay alert and on the lookout for potential 
hazards. McDonough Power Cooperative 
and Safe Electricity provides safety tips to 
help farmers make this harvest season a 
safe one.
 Be prepared for potential emergencies 
before the rush of harvest season begins. 
Be sure you can see well in work areas. 
Consider adding extra lighting around 
grain bins and augers. 11128B9-1004A
 Take time to look up and out for 
electrical lines. Always be aware of where 
they are in relation to your equipment. 
Keep a minimum of 10 feet away from all 
electrical equipment, and lower extensions 
before moving equipment. If you see a 
sagging or low power line, contact us. Also 
keep an eye out for guy wires. While these 
wires are not energized, if hit or damaged, 
they can bring down live lines. 
 In equipment with auto-guidance 
systems, less focus is needed on steering, 
which may lead some drivers to think they 
do not need to be as aware of navigation 
issues. Yet, even while using a GPS with 
auto-steering, farm workers need to keep 
safety in mind and stay focused on the 
surroundings. Recognize when you need 
to take breaks so you can be active and 
engaged in the farm work.

Additional electrical safety tips include: 
 n Use a spotter when operating large 

machinery near lines.
 n Inspect the height of farm equip-

ment to determine clearance.
 n Look up and use care when moving 

any equipment such as extending 
augers or raising the bed of grain 
trucks around power lines.

 n Always set extensions to the low-
est setting when moving loads to 
prevent contact with overhead lines. 
Grain augers should always be 
positioned horizontally before being 
moved. 

 n Never attempt to move a power line 
out of the way or raise it for clear-
ance.

 If the machinery you are operating 
makes contact with a power line, stay on 
the equipment. Immediately call 9-1-1, 
warn others to stay away and wait for the 
utility crew to cut the power. 
 Only on the rare occasion that the ma-
chinery catches fire should you leave the 
vehicle after contact is made. If this is the 
case, jump off the equipment with your 
feet together and without touching the 
ground and machinery at the same time. 
Then, still keeping your feet together, hop 
to safety as you leave the area. Never touch 
anything in contact with a power line.
 For more information on electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.
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Control your controlled burn
 It’s called a controlled burn for a 
reason. If you don’t plan your controlled 
burn in advance and keep it under check, 
it can quickly spread too far and wide.
 If you are considering implement-
ing a controlled burn (also known as a 
prescribed fire) to address vegetation 
or weed management, be sure to follow 
several precautions to stay safe: 

1. Don’t start one without advance 
planning.

2. Certain groups should be notified: 
check with your town or village 
office, notify your local fire depart-
ment and let your neighbors know 
your plans.

3. Obtain all necessary permits. 
4. Check the forecast for weather 

conditions, such as wind direction 
and speed, as well as humidity, 
which be 40 percent or higher.

5. If there are power poles in the 
planned burning area, clear all 
vegetation and weeds at least 4 feet 
around the base of the pole.

6. Wet the base of the pole with water 
before beginning your burn.

 Even with the best laid plans, a utility 
pole could catch on fire during a burn; 
however, planning can decrease the 
chances. 539C2-266B Fire damage to a 
power pole is usually evident by blacken-
ing and scorch marks, but even slight 
discoloration can cause serious problems. 
Sometimes the poles burn from the in-
side out, and the damage is not immedi-
ately apparent. 

 Take time to plan or your controlled 
burn could get expensive. The person 
who causes damage to a utility pole is 
responsible for the fees associated with 
replacing it.
 There are other safety considerations 
– check with local authorities and fully 
research all aspects of a controlled burn 
before implementing one.
 To inquire about controlled burns near 
power lines and poles, contact our office. 
For more information about electrical 
safety, go to SafeElectricity.org. 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
TIP OF THE MONTH

Clothes dryers make up a large portion  
of your appliance energy consumption.  
Clean the lint filter after each cycle, and scrub 
the filter with a toothbrush once a month to 
remove film and increase air circulation.

Source: energy.gov
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Every month we will 

have four map location numbers 

hidden throughout The Wire. If you fi nd 

the map location number that corresponds 

to the one on your bill (found above the 

usage graph), call our offi ce and identify 

your number and the page that it is on. If 

correct, you will win a $10 credit on your 

next electric bill.

Member 

Prizes

How to save money in the laundry room
 Ah, the joys of having a washer and 
dryer in your home. � ere’s no waiting 
for a machine, no coin slots and no one 
taking out your wet load if you aren’t 
right there when the cycle ends.
 Although it’s cheaper per load and 
much more convenient to do laundry at 
home, there’s a hidden cost to consider, 
and that’s the energy 
it takes to run your 
washer and dryer. 
 What appliances 
in your home use 
the most energy? 
� e water heater is 
the appliance that 
costs the most to run. 
Right behind it is the 
washer and dryer’s 
combined energy use. 
(Although not con-
sidered appliances by 
many, heating/cooling 
tops the list, followed 
by the water heater.)
 A dryer requires 
more energy to run 
than a washer, but 
there are ways to 
reduce your washing 
costs, too (think hot 
water versus cold). To 
save money in your 
laundry room, consider these tips:
 When using your washing ma-

chine, select the right amount of 
water for the load – that is, don’t 
select the “extra-large” setting 
when doing a small load. 4310A7-
558B In fact, consider waiting 
to do laundry until you have full 
loads to conserve water.

 Use cold water to save the money 
you spend heating water. Some 
laundry detergents are designed to 
tackle stains in cold water. 

 Using warm water instead of hot 
can cut a load’s energy use in half, 
and using cold water will save even 
more, according to energy.gov.

 Use dryer balls, which help sepa-
rate clothes and get more air to 
them, cutting drying time.

 Utilize lower settings when you 
use the dryer. Even if your dryer 
runs longer, you’ll use less energy 
and be less likely to over-dry your 
clothes.

 Clean the lint out of your dryer 
between loads and scrub the � lter 
once a month to remove buildup.

 Put like items together since 
lighter-weight clothes take less 
time to dry. Drying towels and 
heavier cottons take longer.

 Use the moisture sensor option on 
your dryer if it has one.

 When purchasing a dryer, con-
sider an ENERGY STAR version, 
which uses 20 percent less energy 
than a conventional model.

 ENERGY STAR-certi� ed wash-
ers use about 25 percent less 
energy and 33 percent less water 
than regular clothes washers.

 � oroughly clean your dryer’s 
vents and duct system at least 
twice a year.

 To learn more about how much you 
are spending to run your washer and 
dryer each year, refer to energy.gov’s ap-
pliance energy use calculator.
 For more information about safety 
around electricity, visit SafeElectricity.
org.
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