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BE SMART around electricity  
inside your home
 Many safety hazards are obvious and can been 
seen, smelled or heard: that wrinkled rug you could 
trip on, spoiled food that could make you sick, icy 
pavement that could cause a fall or a weather siren 
announcing a tornado. Electrical hazards, however, 
are often undetectable. While some you can see, 
smell or feel (outlets that are warm to the touch or 
lights that flicker), many others you cannot. Spoon 
River Electric and Safe Electricity offer these 
electrical safety tips to keep in mind in your home.
 Cell phones make strange bedfellows. Don’t 
sleep or lounge in bed with a charging cell phone 
or other device. This can cause burns to skin or 
bedding to ignite. This also goes for devices that 
are warm to the touch but not plugged in.
 Do not use cheap chargers. Instead, use the 
original charging components that came with 

cell phones or other electronics. When it’s time 
to replace them, spend extra to buy brand-
specific chargers. Using cheaply made generic 
chargers with electronics can cause injury 
(shock/burns) or even fire.
 Charging devices and water don’t mix. Do 
not use a charging cell phone near water. Take a 
break from your phone while bathing. Deaths have 
occurred when a plugged-in cell phone has fallen 
into the bathtub.
 Do not overload outlets or circuits. It’s 
tempting to plug in several items in one outlet or 
circuit but drawing too much power can damage 
your electronics or your home’s wiring. It could 
also start a fire. If too much current is drawn, 

Continued on 20b 
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Closed Friday, July 3 
in observance of 

Independence Day

2020 Annual Meeting canceled
 Spoon River Electric has been 
closely monitoring the corona-
virus (COVID-19) pandemic 
and will continue to priori-
tize the health and safety of 
our members and employ-
ees. After careful consid-
eration, the Spoon River 
Electric Board of Directors 
have decided to cancel the 
2020 Annual Meeting due to 
safety concerns. Don’t worry, we’ll 
be back in June 2021!
 Early in this crisis, our staff updated our 
Emergency Plan. We took action and closed 
our lobby to prevent the possible spread of 
COVID-19. We are encouraging members to 
use our drive up window, drop box, online and 

phone payment options as well as 
the postal service to pay their 

electric bills.
 We are constantly fine-
tuning our plan with the 
ever changing information. 
The cooperative’s focus dur-
ing these troubling times is 

to keep our members lives 
as normal as possible. If any 

member has been financially 
affected during this pandemic, we 

encourage them to call into the office. 
Spoon River has also followed the governor’s 
orders to not disconnect or charge late fees to 
any of our members. The cooperative way of 
doing business has brought us this far, and the 
cooperative way will help us through this crisis.
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By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,272

Number of members served: 5,022
Number of power poles  

in territory: 29,361
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usually a circuit breaker would trip 
or fuses would blow, but that’s never 
guaranteed.
 Do not use portable heaters 
unattended or around small 
children or pets. Do not place 
flammable items near on a space 
heater.
 Ditch that old electric blanket. 
Do not use a 10-year-old electric 
blanket, one that has frayed or visible 
wires in the blanket, or one that has a 
damaged electrical cord or plug.
 Test your GFCI buttons monthly. 
Put a reminder in your phone or 
mark it on your calendar each month. 
GFCIs help prevent ground faults that 
can shock or injure you, but they can’t 
do their job if they are not working.
 Do not ignore odd electrical 
symptoms in your home. If lights 
flicker, outlets are warm or you smell 
odors like something is overheating 
but can’t determine where it’s coming 
from, there may be problems with 
your home’s electricals. If you notice 
any of these symptoms or other 
unusual electrical oddities in your 
home, have a qualified electrician 
assess your home’s electrical system. 
 Is your home AFCI protected? 
AFCI stands for arc fault circuit 
interrupter, and when there is an arc 
fault, it means an electrical source in 
your home is malfunctioning. When 
that happens, an arc (intense heat or 

light) can be discharged. Because of 
that, AFCIs are required by National 
Electric Code to help prevent home 
fires. Have a professional electrician 
assess your home to make sure 
AFCIs are installed, especially in 
an older home. He or she can also 
inspect your older home’s wiring 
to make sure it can handle today’s 
electrical demands.
 Babyproof and childproof your 
home. There are many electrical 
dangers that toddlers and children 
can tamper with, such as exposed 
outlets, accessible power strips and 
surge protectors, and hanging or 
dangling cords. Additionally, little 
ones like to imitate you, and there 
have been reports of toddlers trying 
to plug in the wrong end of a phone 
charger into the outlet, which can 
cause severe shocks or burns. Be 
aware of potential electrical dangers 
throughout the home. Get down on 
the floor and see what’s at eye level 
or within reach.
 Tamper-resistant outlets became 
part of the National Electric Code in 
2008, but many homes built before 
that year do not have them. Make 
sure all outlets are covered (with a 
plastic plug, for example) so small 
children cannot insert foreign objects 
into the slots.
 For more information about electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org. 
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Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Spending more time at home? Try 
an online energy audit to assess the 
overall efficiency of your home. 
Visit www.energystar.gov, then enter 
“home energy yardstick” in the 
search box to get started!
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AUDIT REPORT
BALANCE SHEET DECEMBER 31, 2019

ASSETS
Original Cost of Our System 34,942,226

Accumulated Depreciation (11,597,974)

Value After Depreciation 23,344,252

Cash 184,582 

Investments in Assoc. Organizations 5,669,431

Other Investments 1,244,437

Accounts Receivable 1,288,149

Materials and Supplies 446,579

Prepaid and Deferred Items 331,865

Total Assets 32,509,295

LIABILITIES
Member Capital Credits 16,439,110

Members Fees and Other Capital 120,042

CFC Debt 14,482,597

Account Payable, Taxes, Etc. 1,190,272

Meter Deposits Paid 277,274

Total Liabilities and Capital 32,509,295

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSE
JANUARY 1, 2019 THRU DECEMBER 31, 2019

REVENUES
Electric Services $10,718,750 

EXPENSES
Cost of Power $5,808,530 
Operations and Maintenance $3,035,002 
Depreciation and Amortization $909,072 
Taxes $131,975 
Interest $750,777 
Total Expenses $10,635,356 
Net Operating Margins $83,394 
Other Revenues $524,784 
Net Margins $608,178 

HOW YOUR DOLLAR 
WAS DIVIDED 2018 2019
Wholesale Power Cost 56.00 54.19
Operating Expense 28.70 28.32
Depreciation Reserve 7.08 8.48
Taxes 1.13 1.23
Interest 6.82 7
Operating Margins 0.27 0.78

100.00 100.00

� e cooperative owns everything before the meter and the 
member is responsible for everything after the meter.

Who Owns What? 
Electric Co-op Owned Equipment 
vs Member-Owned Equipment 
This graphic depicts equipment owned by the co-op 
(in gold) and the member (in blue). If a storm damages 
any equipment owned by the co-op, we are responsible 
for repairs. If a storm damages any member-owned 
equipment, the member is responsible for repairs. 
Members should hire a licensed electrician when 
making any repairs to member-owned equipment.

Co-op owned
Member-owned

Service line

Padmounted
transformer

Meter socket
Meter

Note: This graphic depicts overhead and underground service.
Please be aware of which type of service you receive at your home or business.
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Common electrical terms: conductors, ohms, step 
potential and other buzz words defined
 If you work with electricity for a living 
or other related industry, you will know 
every term listed here. This article is for 
everyone else. Here are some common 
electrical terms and basic definitions:
 Path to ground: Electricity likes to take 
the easiest path. If electricity’s usual path 
is interrupted, the current will take the 
new path. If that path is a person, electrical 
current will shock or kill as it runs through 
the body, since the body has become part of 
the electric circuit or pathway.
 Ground literally means the earth or 
ground in the term “path to ground” 
because electrical circuits can be 
connected to the ground. A ground  
wire is a wire that has been intentionally 
connected to the earth but does not 
typically carry electricity, although it  
can if the system detects a problem.
 Ground fault: This is when an electrical 
circuit malfunctions and finds a path 
to ground outside the established path. 
When there is a ground fault, a human 
in contact with the wiring may suddenly 
become part of the pathway to ground.
 Voltage: Voltage, measured in volts, 
is what makes electric charges move. 
Industry professionals often liken 
electricity to an invisible fluid that moves 
through some materials better than 
others while doing its job. To expand 
on this analogy, voltage would be the 
pressure needed to move the fluid along. 
No voltage (pressure), no movement of 
electricity (fluid).
 Current: Measured in amperes (amps), 
current is the amount of electricity that 
moves through the path as pushed by 
voltage (pressure). Continuing with the 
fluid analogy, current is the flow.
 Circuit: This is an electrical pathway 
in which electricity enters and exits. 
Your home’s electrical system/wiring 
has different circuits. Several devices 
that don’t draw much power (a lamp or 
clock, for instance) can be plugged into 
the same circuit, while large appliances 
that draw a lot of power are usually 
placed on their own circuit. 
 Ohm: This is a unit used to measure 
electrical resistance. Resistance measures 
how much an object (like a wire) resists 

the current moving through it. Other 
ways to think of it (fluid analogy again), 
a water pipe with a lot of buildup would 
have higher resistance than a clean 
pipe; a small pipe would have higher 
resistance than a large pipe.
 GFCI: This stands for ground fault 
circuit interrupters, and they help pro-
tect against electrical shock and elec-
trocution if working properly. GFCIs 
detect whether electricity is staying 
inside the circuit or leaking out some-
where else (like through you). It’s a 
good idea to test them monthly.
 Arc: An arc is a discharge between 
two electrodes that can cause intense 
heat or light. Lightning is a big arc.
 AFCI: This acronym stands for arc 
fault circuit interrupters, and they break 
the circuit when they sense a dangerous 
electrical arc. AFCIs are more sensitive 
to arc faults than regular circuit breakers.
 Step potential: As its name implies, 
it is the potential for a person to step 
from one voltage to another, which 
can cause electrocution. When there is 
stray electrical current running through 
the ground from a downed power line 
or other electrical source, it spreads 
like ripples on a pond, and each ripple 

represents a different voltage. This 
happens because the electricity going 
into the ground in not limited to just 
where the wire touches. The ground 
resists the flow, which can cause a “pool” 
of electricity to form. When you step in 
it, you give it another path to take. 
 Watt: Simply put, a watt is a unit 
of power, named after James Watt, 
inventor the steam engine.
 Joule: Simply put, a joule is a unit of 
work or energy.
 Conductor: This is anything 
electricity can go through. 
 Non-conductor: this is anything that 
is bad at conducting electricity, like most 
plastics and rubber. Non-conductors are 
also called insulators.
 One last definition: electrical safety. 
At Spoon River Electric Cooperative, 
safety is our TOP priority – your safety 
and the safety of our employees. Since 
electricity is invisible, people often forget 
to respect its potential for danger. 
 Please respect electricity. Always 
be aware of power line locations when 
outside, and always assume a downed 
power line is live and NEVER go 
near one. For more information about 
electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.




