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Throughout history, certain vehicle 
models continue to be adored long 
after they’ve left the showroom 
floor or stopped being produced. 
First introduced in 1965 as a 1966 
model year, the Ford Bronco, a 
sport utility vehicle offering a 
heavy-duty driving experience 
unlike anything else in its class, is 
one of those vehicles. 

The Barnlund family were, and still 
are, dedicated Ford loyalists. Erik 
Barnlund, and his younger brother 
Kris Barnlund, share fond childhood 
memories of bouncing around the 
back of their cousin’s Ford Bronco, 
with the top off. The Barnlund 
brothers’ uncle, who also worked 
for Ford, purchased the first 1966 
Bronco to be sold by their local 
Ford dealership, the year it was 
introduced.

While Erik went to Illinois Wesleyan 
University for graphic design, Kris 
went through Ford’s program to 
become a Senior Master Technician. 
Shortly thereafter, Erik went on 
to open a technology company, 
Mavidea, while Kris worked at a 
local Ford dealership. In 2013, they 
decided to tackle a side project 
together of buying, restoring and 
reselling a few vehicles.

Focusing on vintage Ford Mustangs 
and Broncos, they quickly realized 
the latter were more profitable, 
and sold more quickly. They shifted 

their focus toward locating first-
generation (1966-1977) Broncos, 
from all over the country, and used 
their growing profits to continue 
investing in additional Broncos to 
restore. Eventually, what was once 
a side project for the brothers to 
make additional money had turned 
into a viable business model and 
Maxlider Motors, LLC was born.

Thanks to a strong social media 
presence, phenomenal attention to 
detail, and outstanding customer 
service, the company quickly made 
a name for itself in the thriving 
Bronco community. By 2015, the 
demand for Maxlider-restored 

Broncos had grown enough that 
it was necessary for Kris to focus 
on Maxlider Motors full time, and 
Erik was dividing his time between 
Mavidea and Maxlider Motors, 
fielding constant calls from current 
and potential Bronco owners who 
had come across the Bronco eye 
candy on their Instagram and 
Facebook pages.

Maxlider Motors: Family legacy turned thriving business

“We’re super blessed to be in a very niche 
industry, Broncos, there are not many 
people doing it. They started getting really 
hot, and they’re super cool to look at.”      

-Erik Barnlund
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In 2017, Ford announced they 
would be reintroducing the Bronco 
to their lineup, starting in 2021. 
This renewed interest in the vintage 
models, further cementing the 
restored and modernized versions 
as a status symbol. Maxlider has 
sold their restored vehicles to an 
array of professional athletes, 
singers, and other celebrities.

The 4-door Bronco
Shortly after Ford’s announcement, 
Maxlider Motors gained further 
attention in the Bronco community 
with the groundbreaking project 
of adding a 4-door model to the 
otherwise strictly 2-door Bronco 
world. In the 30 years that Ford 
produced Broncos, there was 
never a 4-door version offered, but 
Maxlider made it possible by cutting 
a 1966 truck in half and adding 
26 inches, and two doors. They 
also went all out on the upgrades, 
adding a 5.0L Coyote engine as well 
as a Roush supercharger, among 
other fully modernized features. 
Nicknamed “The Four Horsemen” 
by Maxlider, the four door Bronco 
was selected as a top 10 truck at 
the prestigious SEMA Battle of the 
Builders in 2017, and also the top 
truck overall as selected by Gran 
Turismo. It gained national attention 
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How long have you worked at Corn Belt Energy?
20 years

What is your role at Corn Belt Energy?
As a Member Account Representative, we 
have a wide variety of responsibilities.  First 
and foremost is handling all incoming calls.

What aspect of your role do you enjoy the 
most?
Satisfying the members.

If there is one piece of advice that you could 
share with our members, what would it be?
Life is a gift, enjoy it!

Corn Belt Energy puts SAFETY FIRST. What 
safety tip would you share with our members?
When it comes to electricity, leave that to us.  
That is what we are here for.

What are your hobbies and outside interests?
Family and friends are so important to me.  I 
am a huge animal lover, I try to be a voice for 
them.  My relaxation...a beach, any beach!  
Oh, and chocolate!

Who or what inspires you?
My grandchildren!  It is so fun to live life 
through their eyes and their first experiences!

If you had to select a hashtag to describe 
yourself, what would it be?
#carpediem #dancethroughlife

Sandy Myers
Member Account 
Representative

Meet our employees
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with articles in Car & Driver and 
Maxim magazine, among others.

In 2019, Maxlider decided to do it 
all again, creating a second four-
door Bronco, “The Clydesdale”. 
This version featured rear suicide 
doors, amongst other upgrades 
from the original. It was 
selected as a top 3 truck, 
and top 12 vehicle overall 
at the 2019 SEMA Battle 
of the Builders – a highly 
prestigious honor considering 
the competition, 300 vehicles 
built by the industry’s most 
talented and skilled professionals. 

The future
Today, Maxlider Motors employs 
14 uniquely skilled individuals. 
Broncos arrive at the shop, shipped 
from all parts of the country, 
and the talented team works to 
build, restore, and customize each 
vehicle. Modern features are added 
including air conditioning, power 
steering, power running boards, 
modernized drivetrains, even 
Bluetooth stereos and heated seats. 
Prospective owners contact Erik 
for help finding a Bronco that fits 
their needs and budget. Maxlider 
Motors then upgrades each truck 
to meet the client’s needs. They 
currently have a 2-year waiting list 
for restorations.

Erik estimates there are around 
130,000 first-generation Broncos 
still on the road. There are plenty 
to keep Maxlider Motors busy for 
the foreseeable future, and they 
hope the momentum will only 
grow as the 2021 model hits the 
roads next year. 

In 2019, they added another 
service to their lineup, with the 
introduction of the Maxlider MX4 
upfitted Ford Ranger, available 
at Ford dealers nationwide. This 
year they added an upfitted MX4 
F150, and, as the 2021 Bronco 
release draws closer, Maxlider 
Motor’s partnership with Ford 
will allow for an upfitting package 
of it as well.

For more information on 
Maxlider Motors, visit 
www.maxliderbros.com, or 
find them on Facebook and/or 
Instagram.

“That’s exactly what we are trying to 
do in the Bronco space and in the truck 
space, is be the Shelby or the Roush of 
the Bronco space and the Ford space.”     

-Kris Barnlund
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If you have changed your phone 
number or disconnected your 
landline phone and are now using 
a cell phone number, Corn Belt 
Energy would like for you to help us 
keep our records updated. 

Check your latest bill stub or log in 
to your online SmartHub account to 
see which number(s) are currently 
linked to your account. Phone 
numbers listed on your account 
can be found in SmartHub by going 

to My Account > Notifications > 
Manage Contacts. You may also add 
additional phone contacts on this 
screen. 

To update your phone number(s), 
simply call us at 800-879-0339, 
email us at cbec@cornbeltenergy.
com, or correct the info on your 
next bill stub. We can record up to 
three numbers to associate with 
your account, including cell phones. 
We won't sell or share your contact 

Help us keep our records up-to-date
information with anyone else.
By having your current phone 
number(s) on file, it will also help our 
automated outage reporting system 
to work efficiently. When you call in 
to report an outage, our automated 
system takes the phone number you 
are calling from and checks it against 
phone numbers we have on file in 
our account management system. 
If your number is on file, it makes 
outage reporting faster and more 
efficient.

Levelized billing gives you a way to 
guard against large fluctuations in 
your monthly electric bill, without 
ever having to play “catch-up” at 
the end of the year. The program 
is designed to keep your electric 
bills consistent every month of the 
year, as long as you remain on the 
plan. It’s the ideal way to accurately 
anticipate your monthly electric 
bill, which makes budgeting your 
expenses even easier.

Levelized billing
With Levelized billing, your monthly 
electric bill becomes a “rolling 
average” of your electric usage 
for the most recent 12 months. By 
averaging your changes in usage 
over a 12-month period, your 
bill will remain fairly consistent 
every month, even in very cold or 
hot months when usage may be 
significantly higher. Our Levelized 
billing program is completely free 
for members with accounts in good 
standing and with at least 6 months 
of service history.

Members can deactivate the 
Levelized billing program at any time 
by contacting our billing department. 
If a member on Levelized billing 
becomes delinquent or enters into 
a delayed payment agreement, they 
will be removed from the program.

For more information on Levelized 
billing or other billing related 
questions, please contact us at 800-
879-0339.




