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Across The 
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles Remember to 
#ThankALineworker  
on April 13
Lineworkers serve on the frontlines of our nation’s energy needs, and 

on April 13, 2020, Monroe County Electric Cooperative (MCEC), 
along with other electric cooperatives across the country, will honor the 
brave men and women who work hard to keep the lights on. 
 Line crews work around the clock, sometimes in difficult and danger-
ous conditions, to keep power flowing to our local communities. Whether 
they’re restoring power after a major storm or maintaining critical infra-
structure to our electric system, lineworkers are at the heart of our co-op. 
 When a storm hits, they set aside their personal priorities because 
Mother Nature doesn’t work around holidays, vacations and birthdays. A 
service-oriented mentality is one of the many admirable characteristics of 
an electric lineworker. 
 MCEC is proud to honor the nine lineworkers that maintain more than 
1,200 miles of power lines in our service territory. 
 To honor them, MCEC plans to celebrate Lineworker Appreciation 
Day.  CEC invites all co-op members to take a moment and thank a 
lineworker for the important work they do. On April 13, you can use 
#ThankALineworker on social media to show your support for the brave 
men and women who power our lives.

Lineworker Appreciation Day
April 13, 2020 

Committed to the job.
Committed to safety.
Committed to you, our members.

Blood Drive
Mark your calendar for Thursday, 
April 16 and make your appointment 
to donate blood. The American Red 
Cross will be at Monroe County Electric 
Cooperative’s headquarters from 2 – 6 
p.m. for our second blood drive. Each 
unit of blood contains red blood cells for 
accident victims, plasma for burn patients 
and platelets for cancer patients. You can 
download the free app at American Red 
Cross and make your appointment!

Donations are welcome by everyone, but 
each MCEC member who donates will 
receive a $10 bill credit. There will be 
refreshments available afterward.
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Meet the Employees

Bob Gross
Lineman

Tell us about yourself:
I’m married to my wife, Cate, and we have two sons. Sam is a lineman 
and turns 39 this year. Michael is a lineman apprentice and will be 36.

When I was a child, I wanted to be:
A farmer

If I could have any meal to eat,it would include:
Beef, a baked potato and vegetables

Describe the best vacation you ever took:
My favorite trips have been to Colorado, where my dad and uncle 
spent time growing up.

Do you have a collection of something?
Coins, stamps, arrowheads, cars, you name it and I probably collect it.

What was your favorite thing to play as a child?
Not sure, but I remember riding my bike a lot.

What do you see yourself doing after you retire?
I have done my share of traveling, not only here but in several other 
countries. I lived in Australia for several years while growing up with 
my dad in the Air Force. I would like to visit the states on our east 
coast here, which I’ve never been to before.

Attention!!!
High School Seniors!

Find a copy of the application on page 20D.

If you are a high school senior and the son or daughter 
of a Monroe County Electric Co-Operative member, 

you may be eligible to apply for one of 10 $500 
scholarships to be drawn at this year’s Annual 
Meeting of Members on Saturday, June 13 at the 
cooperative headquarters. We are located at 6132 
State Route 3, Waterloo (front parking lot) and 
at 5960 Old Red Bud road (back parking lot).
 Th e cooperative member on the account 
must be in “good standing” with the 
cooperative (good standing qualifi cations 
are available upon request) for the 
son or daughter to be eligible 
for the scholarship.

f you are a high school senior and the son or daughter 
of a Monroe County Electric Co-Operative member, 

you may be eligible to apply for one of 10 $500 
scholarships to be drawn at this year’s Annual 
Meeting of Members on Saturday, June 13 at the 
cooperative headquarters. We are located at 6132 
State Route 3, Waterloo (front parking lot) and 
at 5960 Old Red Bud road (back parking lot).
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MCEC line outages - February 2020

Date Duration # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation

2/7/2020 1:55 5 Black Jack Rd Unknown Poe

2/26/2020 1:44 8 Paule Ln Small animals or birds Smithton

Providing quality service to our 
member-owners
National studies consistently rank power line technicians among the most 

dangerous jobs in the country, and for good reason. Laboring high in the 
air, wearing heavy equipment and working directly with high voltage creates 
the perfect storm for a dangerous and unforgiving profession. However, electric 
lineworkers are up to the task. These brave men and women are committed to 
safety, as well as the challenges of the job. 
 We salute our linemen as we celebrate Lineworker Appreciation Day on 
Monday, April 13. Our linemen get called out at all hours of the day and night, 
in the most extreme weather conditions, whose goal is to get your power back 
on as soon as possible. We thank you!

6132 State Rt. 3 • P.O. Box 128 
Waterloo, Illinois 62298

618-939-7171 • 800-757-7433

Office hours:
 Monday through Friday 
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

These highly skilled men make up our operations department. They are always on call, 
standing by to light your homes and businesses. They endure long hours along with 
cold, hot, rainy, stormy and flooded environments to make our members' lives better. 
Take a moment to thank our linemen this month. #ThankALineman

List of linemen and years of service
Bob Gross – 37 years  
 (42 years as a lineman)
Chris Deterding – 18 years
Steve Drennan – 23 years  
 (15 as a lineman)
Gary Gilbert – 20 years
Matt Kish – 18 years  
 (5 years as a lineman)

Jay Krump – 14 years  
 (28 years as a lineman)
Randy Ellner – 23 years
Ron Rusteberg – 36 years  
 (33 years as a lineman)
Cale Moore – 6 years  
 (1st year as a lineman)

MCEC Line Outages - February 2020

Our office will be 
closed April 10 for 

Good Friday.
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2020 Annual Meeting Scholarship Application
Ten - $500 Scholarships to be awarded by drawing at Annual Meeting on June 13, 2020

Eligibility

 z The applicant must be a high school senior for the 2019/2020 school year to qualify.
 z The applicant must be a member in good standing of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, or is the 

dependent of a member of the Cooperative who is in good standing, and must have been a member for one 
year prior to June 5, 2020.

 z All applications must be signed by the applicant and parent or legal guardian (if a dependent). Incomplete 
applications will not be accepted. Applications must be returned to the Cooperative by 4:00 p.m., June 5,  2020.

 z The applicant, and the parent or legal guardian if a dependent of a member, must attend the Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting on June 13, 2020, at the cooperative headquarters. The applicant and parent/ legal guardian 
(if a dependent) must be present at the time of the drawing.

 z All applicants shall check in at the registration table before 10:00 a.m. the morning of the Annual Meeting.
 z The applicant must be enrolled, or have applied for enrollment, in a full-time undergraduate course of study at 

an accredited two or four-year college, university, vocational or post secondary school for the Fall 2020 term.
 z The scholarship will be awarded to the recipient upon verification of enrollment.

Applicant Name: __________________________________________________ Age: ____________________________  

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________ City: ____________________________  

State:  ___________________________________________________________ Zip Code: ________________________  

Date of Birth:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian Name (s) (only in case of dependent):  _______________________________________________

MCEC Account Name and Number:  __________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ___________________________________ E-mail Address:  __________________________________

College/School Attending Fall 2020:  ___________________________________________________________________

High School Graduated From:  _______________________________________ Year of Graduation: ________________  

By signing this application you hereby agree the information provided is true and correct, and permission is granted for Monroe 
Country Electric Co-Operative and associated organizations to use your information and your photograph for publicity purposes. 

Applicant signature  ________________________________________ Date____________________________________




