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• Over $194 Million in Illinois land sales the past two years • Over 30,386 Illinois acres sold in
the past two years • Over 449 Illinois transactions in the past two years
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This spring, pitch in to help pollinators
S P R I N G  I S  H E R E  A N D  that means the sounds of 
spring – the buzzing and chirping of Illinois pol-
linators – aren’t far behind. 

Pollinators, which include everything from 
bu� er� ies and bees to hummingbirds and moths, 
are responsible for approximately one in three 
bites of food that we eat. More than that, pol-
linators help plants that give us � bers for cloth-
ing, edible oils, medicines and other products 
necessary for our survival. In fact, without these 
plants and the food, shelter, oxygen, and ecosys-
tem they provide, many land-based organisms – 
including humans – would not exist. 

� at’s why news that pollinator populations 
are declining worldwide is so concerning, and it’s 
why state agencies like the Illinois Department 

of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
are working to put plans in place 
to support pollinators and their 
habitat. 

� e Illinois Monarch Project, 
which IDNR is leading with help 
from the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture, Illinois Department 
of Transportation and Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
is a coordinated approach to pro-
tecting one of our most important 
pollinators, monarch bu� er� ies. By 
bringing together state agencies, 
agricultural, urban and rights-of-
way stakeholders and other state 
organizations, the Illinois Monarch 

Project is working to protect and increase the 
number of monarch bu� er� ies and other polli-
nators in Illinois. 

Using a multi-sector approach, organizations 
and agencies involved in the working group are 
on the verge of announcing a statewide plan 
aimed at protecting monarchs, increasing pol-
linator habitat and keeping the iconic bu� er� ies 
o�  the endangered species list. 

As director of the IDNR, I’m excited about 
the plan and the work completed so far. What’s 

more, I’m eager to lead our agency in what it 
does best: Protect our natural resources. 

While state agencies are happy to help lead 
the charge, everyone can and must do their part 
in protecting Illinois’ pollinators. If you’re unsure 
how, incorporating native plants and pollinator 
habitat into your spring gardening and landscap-
ing work is a great way to chip in, and IDNR can 
help with that, too. 

� e only state nursery, Mason State Tree 
Nursery produces hand-picked, hand-planted 
and hand-cleaned plants and shrubs native to 
Illinois. Even be� er, the nursery has a history 
“rooted” in conservation. Working with IDNR 
and consumers to provide bareroot tree seed-
lings, po� ed plants and pollinator seed mix, the 
nursery provides materials specially selected with 
Illinois soils and pollinators in mind. 

Bareroot tree seedlings o� ered at Mason State 
Tree Nursery come in a variety of species while 
po� ed plants grown at the nursery provide beau-
tiful blooms which are easy to incorporate into 
established landscaping as well as functional hab-
itat for pollinators. 

If you’re interested in a more natural look, 
Mason State Tree Nursery’s pollinator seed mix 
may be more your speed. Utilizing hand-picked 
seed from the best native Illinois plants, each seed 
packet is carefully produced, neonicotinoid free 
and promotes active pollinator populations. A full 
list of o� erings at Mason State Tree Nursery can 
be found at bit.ly/masontree. 

Whether it’s pitching in to develop a state-
wide plan or planting a small bed of Illinois’ 
native plants in your backyard, every li� le bit 
helps when it comes to protecting and growing 
Illinois’ pollinator population. 

To learn more about pollinators and what
you can do in the � ght to protect them, visit 
bit.ly/dnr-bee. 

Colleen Callahan is director 
of the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources and previously 
served as state director of Illinois 
Rural Development for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 
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and it isn’t just corn.

You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 
geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy in your own backyard to provide savings of up 
to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. That’s money in the bank and a smart investment in your family’s 
comfort. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure.

visit us at waterfurnace.com
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace 
International, Inc. ©2020 WaterFurnace International, Inc.

*26% through 2020 and 22% through 2021 

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 26% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT THROUGH 2020*

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 423-4713

Delevan
Jeckel Plmb & Htg
(309) 244-8265

Gifford
Duden & Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg & A/C
(309) 965-2604

Macomb
Arnold Bros. 
Htg & Clg
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D & C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb, 
Htg & A/C
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Petersburg
Collins Plmb, Htg & Clg
(217) 793-8031

Thomasboro
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125



A P R I L
C H E C K L I S T
Don’t be fooled! 
The IRS never 
emails taxpayers 
about the status of 
their tax refunds.

Safe, not sorry. Be 
sure to replace CO2 
and smoke detector 

batteries twice a year. 

Power Outage? Your 
refrigerator will keep 
food safe for up to 
4 hours. Discard 
perishable food such 
as meat, fi sh and eggs 
during extended outages. 

Tip of the month: 
Clothes washers use 
about the same amount 
of energy regardless of 
the size of the load, so 

run full loads when possible.
Source: energy.gov

Co-ops recognized for safety leadership

Illinois Country Living appreciates the 
use of the photo taken by Marc Hufnagel 
on the cover of our March issue. Credit 
was inadvertently omitted.  

B A R N  R A I S I N G

A dinner theater 
revival
F I N E S T  C O O K I N G

One and done
G R E A T  O U T D O O R S

The elusive morel +  CO-OP
NEWS

MARCH 2020

More than 100 electric cooperative 
linemen, supervisors and warehouse 
personnel from electric co-ops 
across Illinois att ended the annual 
Safety Supervisory Technical (SST) 
Conference held in Decatur, Jan. 
30-31. Th e conference provides line 
personnel with the newest safety 
information to help them continually 
evaluate and improve safety 
performance. During the meeting, 
individual and cooperative safety 
leadership awards were presented.

Gary Nelson, warehouseman 
for Adams Electric Cooperative, 
earned the 2019 Individual Safety 
Leadership award. He was nominated 
by cooperative peers for demonstrating 
outstanding leadership in safety, 
promoting practices that support a 
culture of safety and going beyond 
normal safety expectations. 

Cooperatives that received this 
year’s safety leadership awards were 
Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 
Breese; Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Mt. Vernon; and Prairie 
Power, Inc., Springfi eld. Cooperative 
safety leadership award nominations 
were submitt ed by cooperatives which 
were required to document a series of 
required and optional criteria to prove 
their cooperative-wide demonstration 
of safety awareness, leadership, culture 
and having exhibited safety above and 
beyond expectations. 

Th e purpose of the AIEC 
Cooperative Safety Leadership Award 
is to recognize safety awareness and 
reward cooperatives that demonstrate 
safety leadership. All nominations 
were reviewed by an independent 
AIEC panel which made award 
recommendations. 

Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Clinton County Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Adams Electric Cooperative

Prairie Power, Inc.
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Gold Star Mission awards 
record number of scholarships
The 2020 Gold Star Mission scholarship 
award and donor appreciation banquet, held 
Saturday, Feb. 29, awarded a record number of 
scholarships since its inception in 2017 – each 
dedicated to carry on the legacy of fallen heroes 
from Illinois. With more than 100 applicants, 
the organization raised enough funds to award 
61 scholarships.

The event allows scholarship recipients, Gold 
Star Families, Gold Star 500 participants, volun-
teers and donors to get together to honor and 
remember Illinois’ fallen heroes. In addition to 
the scholarship, during the scholarship presenta-
tion, recipients were also given a KIA (killed in 
action) memorial bracelet with the name of the 
fallen hero their scholarship was dedicated to.

During the banquet, Gold Star Mission rec-
ognized Illinois Country Living (ICL) magazine 
for its coverage of the Gold Star Mission, Gold 
Star 500 and Gold Star Families in its November 
2019 issue. The organization presented ICL with 
a plaque that reads, “In sincere appreciation for 
your dedication and support of the Gold Star 
Mission. Through your generous contributions 
and dedication to the mission, you have ensured 
the names and memories of the fallen services 
members of Illinois will live forever.”

The Gold Star Mission is an Illinois-based 
non-profit organization dedicated to honor and 
carry on the legacy of the Illinois’ fallen heroes. 
Go to icl.coop to read the ICL feature story. To 
learn more about the Gold Star Mission, to par-
ticipate in an upcoming event or to donate, go to 
goldstarmission.org.   

Getting a Social 
Security number 
for your child
Getting your newborn a Social 
Security number is important. If 
your child is born in a hospital, 
the easiest way to secure a 
Social Security number is when 
you give information for your 
child’s birth certificate. If you 
wait to apply for a number at a 
Social Security office, you may 
encounter delays while your 
child’s birth certificate is verified.

When you give information for 
your child’s birth certificate at the 
hospital, you’ll be asked whether you 
want to apply for a Social Security 
number for your child. If you say yes, 
you need to provide both parents’ 
Social Security numbers, if you can. 
Even if you don’t know both parents’ 
numbers, you can still apply for a 
number for your child.

There are many reasons why 
your child should have a Social 
Security number. You need a 
Social Security number to claim 
your child as a dependent on your 
income tax return. Your child may 
also need a number if you plan to: 
• Open a bank account for  

your child

• Buy savings bonds for your child
• Get medical coverage for  

your child
• Apply for government services 

for your child
You can read more about Social 

Security numbers for children at 
www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10023.pdf.

Share this information with 
people who are expecting a child. 
Applying for a Social Security card 
at the hospital will save them time 
and let them focus on the new 
member of their family. 

Source: Social Security Administration

Current Illinois Youth Leadership Council (YLC) 
Representative Kally Mayo from Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association (left) flies the Illinois flag  
with former YLC Sophie Marcolla from Adams Electric 
Cooperative. The 2020 YLC will be chosen by peers 
during the annual Youth to Washington tour June 19-26. 

Celebrate Lineworker 
Appreciation Day
No matter what Mother Nature has in store, 
Illinois’ electric cooperative lineworkers are 
ready to answer the call, ensuring you have the 
safe, reliable power you depend on. Our local 
communities are brighter, safer and stronger 
because of the selfless sacrifices of these unsung 
heroes. Today and every day, let’s thank electric 
lineworkers for powering our lives. 

Lineworker Appreciation Day
April 13, 2020

PHOTO COURTESY OF RICK CROSS
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EECA secures loan for  
Murphysboro CUSD

The Murphysboro school district will be able to 
begin improvements to its middle school thanks 
to a $1 million loan secured by Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association (EECA).
 EECA worked with Murphysboro CUSD #186 
to secure the zero-percent interest loan from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant 
(REDLG) program.
 “The school district is excited to have 
secured this interest-free loan,” said Chris 
Grode, superintendent for Murphysboro CISD. 
“This will assist the district in making the best 
use of the county facility sales tax dollars.”
 The loan will assist the school with many 
improvement projects including an HVAC 
project, and ceiling, lighting and electrical 
upgrades. The funds will also support the tran-
sition from a hot water radiator system to a 
variable refrigerant flow system.
 “We are thrilled to be able to facilitate these 
loans to those in our community,” said EECA 
General Manager Shane Hermetz. “It is impor-
tant for us to invest in our rural communities, 
and the cooperative is happy to act as the inter-
mediary through the USDA REDLG program.”
 This is the third REDLG loan EECA has assisted 
in attaining and its largest to date. The co-op is 
accepting applications from qualified member 
or non-member taxing entities within its service 
territory interested in the REDLG program.
 USDA Rural Development provides loans and 
grants to help expand economic opportunities 
and create jobs in rural areas. The funding for 
these projects is part of the REDLG program to 
support rural businesses. For more information 
about this program, visit www.rd.usda.gov.  

VR technology benefits Illinois co-op
When Jo-Carroll Energy (JCE) acquired 
the Illinois assets of Alliant Energy more 
than 10 years ago, it faced an immediate 
challenge: how to get a handle on the 16 
additional substations that came as part of 
the deal when no blueprints existed.

Before the cooperative teamed up with 
a Dubuque, Iowa company on a solution 
involving 3-D digital scans and virtual real-
ity technology, training was an onerous 
task with the substations 25 to 70 miles 
away from co-op headquarters.

“We had a different style of construc-
tion on those substations versus our tradi-
tional substations. They weren’t completely 
different but different enough that the lack 
of detailed documentation was a concern,” 
said Dean Skinner, manager of engineering 
services at JCE.  

Today, engineers at JCE and its power  
suppliers, Dairyland Power Cooperative  
and Prairie Power, can access highly 
detailed, accurate scans of 18 of the co-op’s 
34 substations without leaving their offices.

“Engineers can visit a substation virtu-
ally to take measurements and view equip-
ment, saving time and resources,” said 
Mike Casper, JCE’s president and CEO.

The co-op and the company have been 
working on the project for several years, said 
Skinner. Early scans generated “3-D point 
clouds.” Thanks to advances in digital technol-
ogy, a more sophisticated scanner can snap 
full-color, panoramic images of each substation 
and merge them with the point clouds.

“Putting those two technologies together 
really made a very powerful combination,” 
said Skinner. He added that the co-op learned 
from the vendor how to do its own scans and 
rents equipment, which keeps costs low.

Outside consultants unfamiliar with the 
co-op and working on system upgrades 
especially appreciate the scans. 

Encouraged by that project’s success, 
the co-op is exploring immersive VR train-
ings on one of the scanned substations. 

While workers embraced the technol-
ogy, it’s not a part of everyday training. The 
full immersion component is in its infancy 
and requires more customized program-
ming, an exacting, exhaustive and expen-
sive process.

VR has a lot of potential as a training 
tool because it can shorten the learning 
curve on new tasks, keep workers fresh on 
certain skills and provide a safe learning 
environment, said Casper. 
Source: Victoria Rocha, NRECA

Mike Casper, JCE president/CEO tries out the VR 
technology to open and close a recloser at a remote 
substation. 

“Engineers can visit a substation 
virtually to take measurements 
and view equipment, saving 
time and resources,” said Mike 
Casper, JCE’s president and CEO.
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Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 “Some of my patients consider me 
the last stop for people who have vision 
loss,” said Dr. Weingart, one of only a 
few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fi tting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the 
 leading cause of blindness and vision 
loss in people over 50. Despite this, 
most adults are not familiar with the 
 condition. As many as 25% of those 
over the age of 50 have some degree 
of macular degeneration. The macula 

reported that 56% of patients treated 
with a high-dose combination of vita-
mins experienced improved vision 
after six months.
 While age is the most signifi cant 
risk factor for developing the disease, 
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular 
 disease, and high blood pressure have 
also been identifi ed as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to fi gure out 
everything and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning, especially 
driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefi t of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. Weingart. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a 
 consul tation, give Dr. McDaniel or 
Dr. Weingart a call. You can also visit 
our websites.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com
1-618-566-8899

Offi  ce located in Mascoutah, Illinois

Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

www.FoxValleyLowVision.com
1-800-341-8498
Located in Oswego, IL

Ronald Weingart, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.
A scene as it might be viewed by a person 

is only one small part of the retina; 
however, it is the most sensitive and 
gives us sharp central vision. When 
it degenerates, macular  degeneration 
leaves a blind spot right in the  center 
of vision, making it diffi  cult or 
 impossible to recognize faces, read a 
book, or pass the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
form. New research suggests vitamins 
can help. The British medical jour-
nal BMC Ophthalmology recently 

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT



Fresh
Chocolate
Covered 
Strawberries

Plant more trees for a greener future
Celebrate Arbor Day on April 24

Planting trees is an investment in the 
future. Beyond the obvious benefi ts of 
providing shade and enhancing the natural 
beauty of our surroundings, trees help 
improve our communities and our world 
in an abundance of ways. 

Trees take time to grow, but with proper 
care, aft er a few good seasons, a mature tree 
becomes a living air purifi er. According 
to the Arbor Day Foundation, a mature 
tree can absorb 120 to 240 pounds of 
particulate pollution every year. Th ey reduce 
atmospheric sulfur dioxide and hydrocarbon 
emissions and absorb heavy metals. 

When it comes to trees, bigger is bett er. 
Th e experts say large mature trees absorb 
60 to 70 times more pollution from the 
environment than smaller trees.

Th e Arbor Day Foundation has set 
a goal of planting 100 million trees 
worldwide by 2022, the 150th anniversary 

of the establishment of Arbor Day. Th e 
organization hopes to enlist 5 million new 
tree planters, urging them to plant trees 
at home, participate in community tree 
planting projects and support reforestation 
programs wherever they are needed. 

Trees 6 to 8 feet tall, planted around 
a home or building, can shade windows 
during their fi rst year. Within fi ve to 10 
years, they can also help shade roofl ines, 
reducing cooling costs and energy use. 
Dense evergreens can serve as windbreaks, 
diff using frigid breezes.

Be sure to select a location that will not 
interfere with utility lines both in the air 
and underground. A local nursery or your 
county agricultural extension service can 
make recommendations on the best trees 
for your landscaping based upon growing 
conditions, space and design goals. 

Cleaner Air and Water
In 1970, the Clean Air Act was greatly 
expanded and the Clean Water Act
passed in 1972.

Getting the Lead Out
Lead was phased out as a gasoline 
additive by 1988.

Restoring the Ozone Layer
Ozone-depleting hemicals were 
banned in 1989.

Better Bulbs
Today, light bulbs use 80% less energy 
and last 25 times longer.

Rising Renewables
Today, renewable energy sources 
account for 11% of U.S. energy 
consumption.
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Where else can you take a 
wilderness hike through a national 
forest at dawn, enjoy delectable 
coffee and pastries at a trendy cafe 
for lunch, peruse a local record store 
for some fresh vinyl, and catch an  
evening art exhibit to wind down the 
evening... all without traveling more 
than a few miles? 

126 S. Illinois Avenue
Carbondale, IL 62901

618.529.4451
carbondaletourism.org

EXPERIENCE

Only Carbondale.

5
REASONS

PRESLEY  
TOURS

to travel with

1   36 full tour itineraries

2   Expert guides

3   Convenient pick-up locations

4   Guaranteed satisfaction

5   Peace of Mind – Family owned and 
       operated for 60 years.  Lenient deposit 
       and cancellation policies.

}
16 Presley Park Drive | Makanda, IL

800.621.6100  | reservations@presleytours.com

presley tours

Call or email us for 
a 2020 tour brochure.

Our
65th
year

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS
Marble size pellets. Works at any depth.

KillLakeWeeds.com

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS

Before          After

FREE SHIPPING! Certified and
approved for use by state agencies.

State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E. P. A.

10 lb. bag
treats up to
4,000 sq.ft.
$94.00. 

50 lb. bag
treats up to
20,000 sq.ft.
$345.00. 

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 487

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

KILL
LAKE

WEEDS

800-328-9350

Order online today, or request free information.



Ulysses S. Grant’s Birthday 
Celebration Weekend

A P R I L

17-19
Civil War hero and 18th President Ulysses S. Grant lived  
in Galena prior to the war. Various events will take place 
including a lamplight tour of Grant’s Home, a walking tour 

with General Grant down Main Street, an interview with Ulysses and 
Julia Grant, and President Grant’s State Dinner. Free cake and 
refreshments will also be served at the Galena and U.S. Grant Museum. 

April 17-19, 2020 – 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
500 Bouthillier St., Galena
Admission varies
815-777-9129 or galenahistory.org 

LET’S GO!

11
20th Annual 
Pope County 
FFA Antique 

Tractor Show
GOLCONDA

Enjoy tractor and 
pedal tractor games, 

petting zoo and more.

14-18
Rootabaga 

Jazz Festival
GALESBURG

Enjoy music by the 
Knox College Jazz 

Ensemble, faculty, alumni 
and guest artists.

17-19
Spring Indian 

Market Days at 
Cahokia Mounds

COLLINSVILLE
Native American 

artists and vendors 
display their wares.

23-26
25th Carl 

Sandburg Festival
GALESBURG

Events honor the life 
of Carl Sandburg, two-

time Pulitzer Prize 
winner and Abraham 
Lincoln biographer.

For more 
information, a 

complete listing 
of events or to 

submit an event, 
visit icl.coop/

datebook.

    

Earth Day Tree Giveaway
A P R I L

22
Visitors to the museum will receive a free native Illinois tree 
sapling in celebration of Earth Day! They are encouraged to 
choose a tree to plant in their own yard. Information about each 

species will be provided. Tree saplings are limited one per visitor and are 
available on a first come, first served basis. The saplings are from the 
Mason State Tree Nursery. Donations are appreciated.

April 22, 2020 - 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Dickson Mounds Museum, 10956 N Dickson Mounds Rd., Lewistown
Admission is free
309-547-3721

34th Annual Southern Illinois 
Sheep and Craft Festival

The show and exhibit area features a wide variety of sheep and 
wool craft items on display and for sale. Other exhibits include 
live sheep, equipment, etc. and fun activities include Kids Corner, 

judging contests, spinning, knitting and craft demonstrations, shearing demos, 
sheep dog demonstrations, and sheep Olympics. A lamb lunch is served 
from 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. featuring lamb chops, leg of lamb, lamb burgers 
and brats. Pre-packaged cuts of lamb will be available for purchase. 

April 11, 2020 – all day
Monroe County Fairgrounds, 4177 IL-156, Waterloo
Admission is free
618-920-1833 or mcsheepproducers.com

A P R I L

11

Beautiful Southern Ride
A P R I L

4
This charity ride benefits the philanthropies of the 
Rotary Club of Carbondale. There are three rides. The 
30-mile hilly ride goes south into Giant City Park, 

Makanda and into Crab Apple Wildlife Refuge. The 62-mile ride is 
challenging and goes south and west, follows the wine trail to 
Pomona, then east to join the Makanda route back into 
Carbondale. The 75-mile ride follows the 30-mile ride then goes 
north of Carbondale to Elkville and Desoto through relatively flat 
countryside. All three rides finish at the middle school. 

April 4, 2020 – all day
Carbondale Middle School, 1150 E. Grant Ave., Carbondale
Admission is $35
618-201-9808

Due to the uncertainty of the COVID-19 virus outbreak and the print date of ICL, events could be canceled. Check with local contacts before venturing out.
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ROAD-TRIPPING? 
Do you have spring fever? Are you itching to get out and enjoy the open 
road? There’s no better way than with an electric vehicle. According to 
Advanced Energy, electric vehicle growth is expected to continue to rise 
across the U.S. With plans for installing thousands of additional charging 
stations, people will be able to drive electric from coast-to-coast, plugging 
in along the way. Let’s ride.

 APRIL 2020 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 13
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To replace or not replace
Dear Pat and Brad: Our home’s win-
dows are very old, and when the 
weather is cold, we can feel a chill 
when we stand near them. Do you 
think it’s worth replacing them? 
– Grace

D E A R  G R AC E :  F I R S T,  P R E PA R E  your-
self for a bit of sticker shock when 
you get your first bid for replac-
ing windows. To help you decide 
if replacement is the right move, 
you’ll want to consider a few 
factors. 

Increased comfort
The chill you feel near your win-

dows when it’s cold out is likely due 
to radiant heat loss. When you’re 
near a cold surface, such as a win-
dow, you can feel chilled even if the 
temperature inside your home is 
over 70 degrees. Your body is much 
warmer than the surface of the win-
dow, and heat radiates from warm 
to cold. The inside surface of an 
inefficient, single-pane window will 
be much colder on a winter night 
than that of a double- or triple-pane 
window.   

Window coverings are one 
unique approach to increasing 
the comfort level of your home. 
Curtains and blinds are effective 

at reducing radiant heat loss in the 
winter and can even block some 
unwanted heat gain in the summer.

Another aspect to comfort is the 
sun. If you have cold winters but 
lots of winter sunshine, you might 
enjoy the comfort and warmth of 
the sun streaming through your 
windows on a cold, clear day. If 
that’s the case, you should take this 
into consideration as you ponder 
window replacement. Some win-
dows are better at letting the sun’s 
heat into the home than others.

Appearance 
and function

Since your win-
dows are older, new 
wood- or vinyl-framed 
windows can act as an 
exterior facelift. But 
keep in mind, if you 
own an older home 
with classic wooden 
windows, vinyl 
replacements might 
look out of place. It’s 
possible to buy new 
windows that match 
the style of some older 
wooden windows, or 

you could decide to apply a little 
elbow grease to get them back into 
shape. Wooden windows, even if 
they were built before 1960, can last 
the life of the home.

Windows can provide ventila-
tion, which sometimes improves 
comfort more cost-effectively than 
air conditioning. Windows also 
need to be cleaned occasionally. If 
your existing windows don’t pro-
vide ventilation or they are hard to 
clean, replacing them could solve 
these problems.

Resale value
Windows are a major point of 

interest for most prospective home-
buyers, which is why we often hear 

that window replacement is good 
for resale value. But a 2019 study by 
the National Association of Realtors 
found that on average across the 
U.S. installing new vinyl windows 
costs about $22,000 per home 
but only increased resale value by 
$16,500. Only 4 percent of real-
tors said the new windows helped 
close the sale, so if resale value 
is your main objective, the costs 
could likely outweigh the return on 
investment.  

Energy savings
Homeowners often believe that 

the best way to reduce energy use 
is to replace windows, but this is 
rarely true. Companies that sell 
new windows sometimes advertise 
greater energy savings than the new 
windows can actually deliver. The 
amount of energy you save really 
depends on the efficiency of your 
existing windows compared to the 
efficiency of the replacement win-
dows. An energy auditor can esti-
mate potential savings, but most 
audits show there are much more 
cost-effective efficiency investments 
than replacing windows.

On average, according to 
ENERGY STAR, replacing sin-
gle-pane windows in a 2,000 
square-foot home with ENERGY 
STAR-certified windows will pro-
duce an average savings of $125 to 
$340 a year, depending on where 
you live. At this rate, it would take a 
decade or more to pay off your ini-
tial investment. 

Replacing old windows can pro-
vide a number of benefits, but it’s 
a costly endeavor. By considering 
these factors and how long you plan 
to live in the home, you’ll be able to 
make the right decision.  

Curtains can be an affordable 
strategy to increase comfort 
and reduce energy use. 

This column was co-written by 
Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen  
of Collaborative Efficiency. 
For more information on 
energy efficiency, please visit: 
collaborativeefficiency.com/
energytips.
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The anatomy of a hack
AN EXPERIMENT, CONDUCTED IN 1963 by 
Yale University psychologist Stanley 
Milgram, aimed to measure the 
willingness of participants to obey 
an authority � gure who instructed 
them to perform acts con� icting 
with their conscience. � e results 
were unexpected. Milgram’s col-
leagues, peers and students pre-
dicted less than 1 percent of the 

participants would willingly do so. 
� ey were shocked when a large 
number obeyed the authority � g-
ure, although reluctantly. 

� is is “social engineering” – 
the use of deception to manipu-
late people to do what we want. 
Milgram’s study shows how author-
ity can be used to manipulate peo-
ple to do something they wouldn’t 
normally do. It is one example of a 
persuasion technique. While hack-
ers use many techniques, I want to 
discuss two of the most common, 
how they’re used for manipulation 
and ways to prevent their success.

� e end goal of a hacker isn’t to 
gain access to your system. � at’s 

just a means to an end. Hackers 
typically strive for monetary gain 
or tactical advantage via extortion, 
intelligence gathering or ex� ltra-
tion of sensitive data. With today’s 
security technology and expanding 
number of security professionals, 
hacking systems has become di�  -
cult. � at’s why the human element 
gets exploited. It’s easier to “trick” 

people to willingly give passwords, 
money transfers, etc. than hacking 
a computer.

� e authority technique is o� en 
used in email scams. � e a� acker 
impersonates someone within a 
company, such as the CEO asking 
for a transfer of money. � is is the 
same technique used by scammers 
claiming to be a utility company 
demanding payment for an unpaid 
balance. 

� ese a� acks leverage our will-
ingness to submit to authority and 
comply with the rules. � at’s why 
these a� acks are e� ective. � e easi-
est way to overcome this is to ver-
ify, in person or on the phone, with 

the actual person perceived to be 
making the request. In other words, 
visit that representative or company 
in person or hang up and call them 
using a researched and veri� ed 
phone number. 

You can � nd the “conformity 
technique” used on social media. 
� e a� acker creates a false pro� le 
on social media and will make it 
appear realistic with many posts, 
likes and mutual friends. By build-
ing trust, people are more likely to 
click on a shared link, especially if 
everyone else is doing it. Ever won-
der how “fake news” spreads so 
quickly? 

As likes and shares increase, 
the more views the post gets, and 
that view count can be arti� cially 
in� ated using false accounts. � is 
is harder to overcome, especially if 
the hacker is a good impersonator. 
Watch out for “friends of friends.” 
Only trust people in your immedi-
ate circle. Watch for language that 
seems o�  or not typical of how that 
person normally behaves. When in 
doubt, don’t click links.

Hackers use many other tech-
niques. “Reciprocity” is where 
compliance results in reject-
ing the � rst request and then 
accepting a moderate alternative. 
“Commitment” occurs when a per-
son begins a cycle by complying 
with a small, insigni� cant request 
and then continues to comply with 
larger requests. � e di� erent tech-
niques are o� en used together in 
more advanced a� acks. 

Regardless of the manipulation 
method used, the best way to stay 
safe is to verify with a live person. 
Remember, never use a website or 
phone number given to you in an 
email or by a caller. Always verify it 
yourself. If you can’t connect with a 
live person, chances are the request 
isn’t worth your time or interest. 

Dan Gerard, CISSP, is the Chief 
Technology O�  cer for the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Spring� eld.

Comment on this column
Visit icl.coop and click on 
Powered Up to respond. Your 
response might even be included 
in a future column.

 16 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

PoweredUP



20%
OFF

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

SUPER COUPON

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside 
Track Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day 
Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, safes, storage cabinets, chests or 
carts, trailers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Atlas, Bauer, Central Machinery, Cobra, 
CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, 
Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior 
purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/1/20.

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was 
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/1/20 
while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day. 

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 6/1/20.

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/1/20 *

* 14447533 *
 1 4 4 4 7 5 3 3 

* 14447204 *
 1 4 4 4 7 2 0 4 

* 14518221 *
 1 4 5 1 8 2 2 1 

* 14499178 *
 1 4 4 9 9 1 7 8 

* 14473234 *
 1 4 4 7 3 2 3 4 

* 14456883 *
 1 4 4 5 6 8 8 3 

* 14511040 *
 1 4 5 1 1 0 4 0 

* 14480706 *
 1 4 4 8 0 7 0 6 

* 14468559 *
 1 4 4 6 8 5 5 9 

* 14453832 *
 1 4 4 5 3 8 3 2 

* 14513817 *
 1 4 5 1 3 8 1 7 

* 14487896 *
 1 4 4 8 7 8 9 6 

* 14471365 *
 1 4 4 7 1 3 6 5 

* 14454805 *
 1 4 4 5 4 8 0 5 

* 14501174 *
 1 4 5 0 1 1 7 4 

* 14474211 *
 1 4 4 7 4 2 1 1 

* 14461072 *
 1 4 4 6 1 0 7 2 

* 14452950 *
 1 4 4 5 2 9 5 0 

* 14448611 *
 1 4 4 4 8 6 1 1 

COMPARE TO
$ 1352 PERFORMANCE 

TOOL MODEL: W2364

• Super-Strong,
Ultra-Lightweight
Composite Plastic

• Magnetic Base &
360° Swivel Hook for
Hands-Free Operation

• 3-AAA Batteries (included)
• 144 Lumens

ALL IN A SINGLE SUPER POWERFUL LIGHT

SUPER BRIGHT LED/SMD
WORK LIGHT/FLASHLIGHT

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

OVER 5,000
 5 STAR REVIEWSCustomer Rating

ITEM 63878/63991
64005/60566
63601/ 67227 shown

ITEM  63167/62476/63166 / 96645  shown

SAVE  
 59% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

SAVE  

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1299  

 18 PIECE SAE AND METRIC
T-HANDLE BALL END

HEX KEY SET 

COMPARE TO $ 3210 
 HUSKY MODEL:  HTHKSM14PCN $ 1699 

SAVE 
 $230 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 99 99  

 6.5 HP (212 CC) OHV 
HORIZONTAL SHAFT GAS ENGINE 

COMPARE TO

$ 32999 
 HONDA 

MODEL:  GX200UT2QX2 

$ 11999 
ITEM  60363 / 69730  shown 

ITEM 68121/69727 
CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM  64110 
SAVE 
 66% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 499  

 250 LUMEN POP-UP 
LANTERN 

$ 1499 COMPARE TO
 GO GREEN POWER 

$ 699 

ITEM  64031 , 64720, 64722, 64721, 64033, 64059, 56429

SAVE 
 $630 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

 Side tray sold separately. 

•  15,000 cu. in. of storage
$ 22999 

 Side tray sold separately. 

$ 1 99 99 
YOUR CHOICE
OF 7 COLORS

 30", 5 DRAWER 
MECHANIC'S CARTS 

COMPARE TO

$ 830 
MODEL:  KRBC10TBPES 

Snap-on
BLUE-POINT

ITEM  90984/63056/63057/63150/56668 / 63094  shown

SAVE  69% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

ITEM  90984/63056/63057/63150/56668 / 63094 

NOWNOWNOW

$ 699  

 4 PIECE, 1" x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS 

COMPARE TO

$ 2280 
 KEEPER 

MODEL:  5505 

•  400 lb. 
working load 

$ 1239 

ITEM  64552/64832/64980 / 64545  shown

SAVE 
 $91 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 9 99  

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
LIGHTWEIGHT ALUMINUM 
FLOOR JACK 

COMPARE TO

$ 15142 
 K TOOL 

MODEL:  KTI63094 

•  Weighs 33 lbs. 
$ 7999 • 12" x 12"

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOW

$ 9 99  

 WIRELESS SECURITY
ALERT SYSTEM 

ITEM  61910/62447 / 93068  shown

SAVE  69% 
vCOMPARE TO
FIRST ALERT

MODEL: SFA600

$ 3299 

$ 1499 

SAVE  50% 
COMPARE TO

$ 3999 
 COLEMAN  

MODEL:  635394 

•  Folding side table
• 3 side pockets 

$ 2999 
ITEM  56719 
BLUE

ITEM 63066/62314 shown
GREEN

$ 2999
$ 1 9 99  

YOUR CHOICE
OF COLOR

 HEAVY DUTY 
FOLDABLE ALUMINUM 
SPORTS CHAIRS 

Customer Rating

ITEM  67514 

SAVE 
 40% 

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 TWO TIER 
EASY-STORE 

STEP LADDER 

COMPARE TO $ 3388 
 WERNER MODEL:  S322A-1 

•  225 lb. capacity 

$ 2999 

ITEM  63358/63925/57162 / 63363  shown

SAVE 
 80% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 1 9  

 MICROFIBER CLEANING CLOTHS 
PACK OF 4 

$ 289 
COMPARE TO
 PROELITE MODEL: AZC0AB

$ 599 

SAVE  59% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO $ 9862 
 PORTER-CABLE MODEL:  PCFP02003 

• Air delivery:
0.6 CFM @ 90 PSI

Customer Rating

$ 39 99  
YOUR CHOICE

ITEM 69269
97080 shown

HOT DOG
ITEM  61615/60637 
 95275  shown

PANCAKE

$ 5999 

 3 GALLON, 100 PSI OIL-FREE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 

ITEM  69115/69121/69129/69137/69249 / 877  shown

SAVE  
 65% 

Customer Rating

SAVE  

NOWNOWNOW

$ 299  

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6"
ALL PURPOSE/WEATHER

RESISTANT TARP 

COMPARE TO $ 878 
 BLUE HAWK MODEL:  BG8X10-Y 

$ 499 

ITEM  62915 / 60600  shown

SAVE  
 $134 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 6 499  

 AIRLESS PAINT SPRAYER KIT 

COMPARE TO

$ 299 
 GRACO 

MODEL:  262800 

$ 21999 

ITEM  60497/61899/63095/63096/63097 / 63098  shown
SAVE  65% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

SAVE  65% 

NOWNOWNOW

$ 799  

 18" x 12" 
MOVER'S DOLLY 

COMPARE TO

$ 2299 
 BUFFALO TOOLS 

MODEL:  HDFDOLLY 

•  1000 lb. capacity 

$ 1099 

ITEM  63350 

SAVE  $77 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

ITEM  63350 

NOW

ITEM  63350 

NOWNOW

$ 2799  

 4 AMP HIGH FREQUENCY
BATTERY CHARGER/MAINTAINER 

COMPARE TO $ 105 
SNAP-ON MODEL: EEBM500A

$ 3699 

ITEM 37050, 64417, 61363, 68496,
68497, 61360, 61359, 68498,  64418  shown

SAVE  59% 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 POWDER-FREE 
NITRILE GLOVES
PACK OF 100 

COMPARE TO

$ 1497 
 VENOM 

MODEL:  VEN4145 

•  5 mil thickness 

$ 799 
 AVAIL. IN SM, 
MED, LG, XL, XXL 

 12¢ 
PER PAIR 

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO $ 12610 POWERSMART MODEL: PS50

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$1 09 99

$12499

900 WATT MAX. STARTING 
2 CYCLE GAS POWERED 
GENERATOR

900 starting watts and 
700 running watts

120 volt 
grounded 
receptacle

63cc air-cooled
2 cycle gas engine

ITEM 63024/63025 shown

SAVE 
$16

5 hour runtime

hft_illinoiscountryliving_0420_M-REG168807.indd   1 2/12/20   10:26 AM



U Drive. U Text. U Pay.
D I S T R AC T E D  D R I V I N G  H AS  B E C O M E 

a deadly epidemic claiming 2,841 
lives on our nation’s roads in 2018, 
which represents 7.8 percent of 
all traffic crash fatalities that year. 
While the number is down from 
2017, there isn’t an acceptable num-
ber of distracted-driving deaths. 
The devastation caused by drivers 
who take their hands off the wheel 
and their eyes off the road, by using 

phones, talking to passengers, eat-
ing and drinking, or even tuning the 
radio—is a dangerous, and often 
illegal, habit. 

The month of April is National 
Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month. Local law enforcement 
is teaming up with the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) to help 
spread the word about the dangers 
of distracted driving.

According to the Illinois 
Department of Transportation, 
from 2013 through 2017, nearly 
11,800 crashes occurred in which 
some form of driver distraction 
involving a cellphone was cited by 
police. These crashes resulted in 79 
fatalities. 

“On any given day, you can 
glance into the next vehicle and 
see a driver texting, talking or 

scrolling through social media on 
their phone,” said Cynthia Watters, 
bureau chief of IDOT’s safety pro-
grams and engineering. “If your 
attention is anywhere other than on 
the road, you’re driving distracted, 
and it can be deadly.”

Illinois law prohibits the use of 
handheld electronic devices for any 
purpose including talking, texting 
or using apps. Drivers under 19 

are prohibited from using any elec-
tronic devices—even handsfree.

From April 9 to April 13, 2020, 
state and some local law enforce-
ment will conduct a high-visibility 
enforcement effort called “U Drive. 
U Text. U Pay.” where officers will 
step up enforcement efforts and 
issue citations for distracted-driving 
violations. The campaign exists to 
remind drivers of the consequences 
of their reckless actions and con-
tinue to spread the message about 
the dangers of distracted driving.

According to NHTSA, nation-
ally between 2012 and 2018, nearly 
23,000 people died in crashes 
involving a distracted driver. That’s 
23,000 people who didn’t make it 
home because of dangerous, dis-
tracted driving.

While distracted driving can 
take many forms—using a GPS, 
applying makeup, interacting with 

other passengers, sipping hot cof-
fee—the most dangerous behavior 
is texting and driving. The bottom 
line is this—if your attention is 
anywhere other than on the road, 
you’re distracted.

Young drivers are some of the 
most common offenders using their 
cell phones to talk, text and scroll 
through social media while behind 
the wheel. According to NHTSA, 
in 2018, 8 percent of people killed 
in teen (15-19) crashes died when 
teen drivers were distracted at the 
time of the crash. 

Don’t want to get a ticket for 
distracted driving? It’s easy: focus 
on the road and not on your phone. 
If you need to text, then pull over 
and do not drive. 

If you’re driving, follow these 
safe driving tips:
• If you struggle with the urge to 

check your phone or to text while 
you drive, activate your phone’s 
“Do Not Disturb” feature, or 
place your phone out of reach by 
putting it in the trunk, glove box 
or back seat to keep you from 
mindlessly grabbing it. 

• Ask a passenger to be your “desig-
nated texter.” Give them access to 
your phone to respond to calls or 
messages.

• Do not engage in social media 
scrolling or messaging while driv-
ing. Those notifications will be 
waiting for you when you arrive at 
your destination. No text or com-
ment is worth dying for.

Texting while driving is dan-
gerous and illegal. We need every 
driver to help break the cycle. 
Remember: U Drive. U Text. U 
Pay.  

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation
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“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard 
in years came back to me!”

                   — Don W., Sherman, TX

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

The answer:  Although tremendous strides have 
been made in Advanced Digital Hearing Aid 
Technology, those cost reductions have not 
been passed on to you. Until now...

MDHearingAid® uses the same 
kind of Advanced Digital Hearing Aid 
Technology incorporated into hearing aids
that cost thousands more at a small 
fraction of the price.

Over 350,000 satisfi ed MDHearingAid 
customers agree: High-quality, digital
FDA-registered hearing aids don’t 
have to cost a fortune. The fact is, 
you don’t need to spend thousands 
for a digital hearing aid. MDHearingAid 
is a medical-grade digital hearing aid 
offering sophistication and high 
performance, and works right out 
of the box with no time-consuming 
“adjustment” appointments. You 
can contact a licensed hearing 
specialist conveniently online or 
by phone — even after your 
purchase at no cost. No other 
company provides such extensive 
support. Now that you know...why pay more?   

Use Code  JX76
and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year 

Plus FREE Shipping

How can a digital hearing aid 
that costs only $19999  be every bit 
as good as one that sells for $2,400 or more?

Proudly assembled in America!

A study by the National Institute on Aging 
suggests older individuals with hearing loss 
are signifi cantly more likely to develop 
Alzheimer’s and dementia over time than those 
who retain their hearing. They suggest that an 
intervention — such as a hearing aid — could 
delay or prevent this by improving hearing!

Can a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia?

ADVANCED
DIGITAL

HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

Only $199 99

Each When You Buy a Pair – LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Reg: $399.98BUY 1

GET 1 FREE

For the Lowest Price Call

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!
If you are not completely satisfi ed with 

your MDHearingAids, return them 
within 45 days for a FULL REFUND!

1-800-975-0064
www.MDBOGO.com

Nearly Invisible

BATTERIES 
INCLUDED! 



Sowing seeds for a bountiful harvest
‘TIS THE SEASON FOR garden seed cata-
logues. If you’re like me, you are 
perusing through catalogues that 
advertise 15 varieties of watermelon, 
50 varieties of peppers and even 
more tomato varieties. They all look 
amazing and make claims of vigor-
ous, great flavor and disease resis-
tance. So, which do you choose? 

My solution is to ask an 
expert who has been gardening 

for decades. Chuck Voigt, now 
retired, worked as an academic at 
the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign specializing in veg-
etables and herbs. He helped create 
what is considered the vegetable 
gardening bible among Master 
Gardener volunteers – Vegetable 
Gardening of the Midwest.

Chuck says there are some must-
have varieties for the backyard gar-
dener and already trialed them for us. 

Onions 
Kelsae Giant onion holds the 

record for the largest. At 15 pounds 
and 33 inches in diameter, these 
onions are not only unique but have 
a mild, sweet flavor and store well. 

The Ailsa Craig commonly 
reaches 5 pounds, is easy to start from 
seed and has a mild, sweet flavor.

Onions are usually started by 
sets (dry, immature bulbs) and can 
be planted as early as late March. It 
is important to keep them weeded 
so roots aren’t competing for 
resources. They can be grown as 
green onions for earlier harvest or 
dry bulbs for storage. Use larger sets 
for green onions and space them 
an inch deep and almost touch-
ing each other. For bulb onions, 
plant smaller sets an inch deep 
and about 3 inches apart. Hilling, 
which means mounding the soil up 
around the green onions, produces 
the white stem we commonly asso-
ciate with green onions.

Greens
Hybrid Savoy cabbage origi-

nated in Italy and grows 3 to 4 
pounds. Its ornamental leaves are 
lacy with a sweet flavor and deli-
cious added to salads. As a cool sea-
son vegetable, transplant it about a 
foot apart in early spring; it can tol-
erate a late frost.

Melons 
Sugar Cube muskmelon weighs 

no more than 2 pounds. Its salmon-
orange flesh is tender, juicy and 
exceptionally sweet.

Yellow Doll watermelon reaches 
5 to 7 pounds and grows on com-
pact vines. The flesh is energetic 
yellow with a dense texture and 
sweet flavor.

Harvest Moon is a seedless 
watermelon that reaches 18-20 
pounds with an ornamental rind of 
dark green with yellow splotches. 
The pinkish flesh is crisp and juicy, 
yielding four to five melons on a 
short vine.

Watermelons are a warm-season 
crop and should be planted after 
any chance of frost. Although most 

require a lot of space, the varieties 
listed are perfect for the backyard 
garden. Started by seed in pots or in 
the ground, these can be a reward-
ing harvest. 

Turnips
Gil Feather is a turnip-rutabaga 

hybrid with a sweet, creamy taste 
and doesn’t get woody. Delicious 
despite their reputation among 
children, turnips and rutabaga are 
cool season crops. Rutabaga usually 
requires four more weeks of growth 
until crop maturity. These crops 
should be planted in early spring 
and can be planted again in late 
summer to get a crop that matures 
in the fall. Some of the outer leaves 
can be harvested for greens with-
out compromising the root crop. 
Harvest them when they are 3 to 5 
inches in diameter for best quality. 

Leeks
Leeks are easy to grow and can 

be directly seeded into the ground. 
They have a milder taste than 
onions and can be eaten raw or 
cooked. Grow leeks 4 inches apart. 
As summer starts and the leeks 
are pencil-size, hill by adding soil 
at the base of the plants to get the 
white stems – as with green onions. 
Although leeks are long season 
crops, some varieties mature faster 
than others. 

Go ahead. Visit your local gar-
den center or order from a favorite 
catalog, and don’t be afraid to try 
new varieties. 

Kelly Allsup is a horticulture 
educator with the University 
of Illinois Extension serving 
Livingston, McLean and 
Woodford counties. She is 
a Master Gardener, Master 
Naturalist and has a passion 
for ecological gardening.
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Save When You Grow a 
Zoysia Lawn From Living Plugs!

THE ONE TIME, LIFETIME LAWN SOLUTION!
Save Water!  Save Time!  Save Work!  Save Money!

Zoysia Lawns are  
thick, dense and lush!

Zoysia Grows 
Where Other 
Grass Doesn’t! 
Plant a genuine Amazoy™ 
Zoysia lawn from living 
plugs once and never plant 
a new lawn again. Zoysia 
is the perfect choice for 
hard-to-cover spots, areas 
that are play-worn or have 
partial shade, and for stopping erosion on slopes. 
North, South, East, West – Zoysia grows in any soil,  
no ifs, ands or buts!

Cuts Watering & Mowing  
By As Much As 2/3!
Many established Zoysia lawns only need to be 
mowed once or twice a season. Watering  
is rarely, if ever, needed – even in summer!

Eliminates Endless  
Weeds And Weeding!
No more pulling out weeds by hand or weeds  
sprouting up all over your lawn. Zoysia Plugs spread 
into a dense, plush, deep-rooted, established lawn 
that drives out unwanted growth and stops crab- 
grass and most summer weeds from germinating.  

Environmentally Friendly,  
No Chemicals Needed!
No weeding means no chemicals. You’ll never 
have to spray poisonous pesticides and weed 
killers again! Zoysia lawns are safer for the  
environment, as well as for family and pets!

   

Stays Green In Summer   
Through Heat & Drought!
When ordinary lawns brown up in summer heat and 
drought, your Zoysia lawn stays green and beautiful. 
The hotter it gets, the better it grows. Zoysia thrives  
in blistering heat (120˚), yet it won’t winter-kill to  
30˚ below zero. It only goes off its green color  
after killing frosts, but color returns with consistent  
spring warmth. Zoysia is the perfect choice for  
water restrictions and drought areas!

Now 3 Ways to Start  
Your Zoysia Lawn!
1) Freestyle Plugs come in uncut sheets
containing a maximum of 150-1”plugs. 
Freestyle Plugs allow you to make each plug 
bigger if you want-you decide. Min. size 1” sq.

2) New Super Plugs are ready to plant-
precut into individual 3 x 3 inch plugs.
They arrive in easy to handle trays of 15 
Super Plugs.

3) Amazoy Approved Seed-As The Zoysia 
Specialists for 60+years, we finally have a 
Zoysia seed available that meets our stand-
ards and homeowners expectations. 
Learn why at zoysiafarms.com
or by phone at 410-756-2311.

Zoysia thrives in  
partial shade to  

full sun!

©2020 Zoysia Farm Nurseries, 3617 Old Taneytown Rd, Taneytown, MD 21787

Meyer Zoysia Grass was perfected by  
the U.S.  Gov’t, released in cooperation with  
the U.S. Golf Association as a superior grass.

www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag

We ship at the best  
planting time for you!
We ship at the best  

planting time for you!

SAVEOVER50%

Save When You Grow a 
Zoysia Lawn From Living Plugs!

OrDEr TODAY FOr ExTrA SAvINGS AND FrEE PLuGS!

  

Your Assurance of Lawn SUCCESS
Amazoy Zoysia Grass is                                                                                   
GuArAnteed 

Guaranteed to grow new green shoots within 45-60 
days or we’ll replace it FREE – for up to 1 year – just 
call us. Guarantee is valid on one order at a time, 
typically the most recent. We ONLY ship you hardy 
field grown  genuine Amazoy Zoysia grass harvested 
direct from our farms. Easy planting and watering 
instructions are included with each order.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO START AND MAINTAIN A CAREFREE BEAUTIFUL ZOYSIA LAWN
PLANTING TOOLS • PLANT FOOD • WEED AND PEST CONTROLS • ORGANIC PRODUCTS 
SOIL TESTS • GARDEN GLOVES • EDGING AND MORE . . . ALL AvAILAbLE ExcLuSIvELY AT: 

Dept. 5570www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag OR 410-756-2311
Harvested Daily from Our Farms and Shipped to You the Same Day the Plugs are Packed 

Amazoy is the Trademark Registered u.S. Patent Office for our Meyer Zoysia grass.
Savings shown over aggregate base price and shipping

Zoysia Farm
                                NURSERIES
 Improving America’s Lawns Since 1953

3617 Old Taneytown Rd./Taneytown, MD 21787

  

Your PRICE

$29.95

$50.00

$66.00

$95.00

$165.00

+ Shipping

$15.00

$17.00

$20.00

$30.00

$50.00

SAVINGS

—
25%
36%
44%
52%

 Freestyle Plugs  You decide how big to cut the plugs. Each grass sheet 
can produce up to 150-1 in. plugs. Plant minimum 1 plug per sq. ft.

Max Plugs

300

500

750

1100

2000

Grass Sheets

2

4

6

10

20

Free Plugs

—

+100

+150

+400

+1000

  

Your PRICE

$24.95

$90.00

$110.00

$125.00

$180.00

+ Shipping

$10.00

$22.00

$32.00

$36.00

$50.00

SAVINGS

—
35%
49%
53%
56%

 Super Plugs  Precut plugs 3 inches by 3 inches READY TO PLANT
 Packed in trays of 15 Super Plugs. Plant minimum 1 plug per 4 sq. ft.

Super Plugs

15

60

95

120

180

Tray

1

5

8

10

15

Free Plugs

—

+15

+25

+30

+45

ZoysiaFarms IllinoisCountry Living fullpg Apr2020 Dept5570.indd   1 12/31/19   12:10 PM
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Family adventures create lasting memories
By Pamela A. Keene

Glacier National ParkGlacier National Park
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FA M I LY  VACAT I O N S  CA N  O P E N  a 
whole new world of possibilities 
— not only in choosing which des-
tinations to explore but also for 
giving multiple generations shared 
experiences and new ways to relate 
with each other.

“In today’s reality, traditional, 
blended and multigenerational fam-
ilies can really benefit from family 
vacations,” says Christine Tibbetts, 
travel journalist and member of 
the TravelingMom.com network. 
“By involving everyone in the plan-
ning and ensuring that each family 
member is invested in at least one 
activity on vacation, the travel truly 
becomes a family vacation, not just 
a trip that people who are related 
are taking together.”

Tibbetts suggests to begin plan-
ning for a major vacation six to 
nine months ahead of time. Ask 
each family member to suggest des-
tinations and explain why they like 
them, then meet to decide. “Make 
the process fun, an adventure in 
itself. With today’s technology, 
families spread out across the coun-
try can Skype, FaceTime or email 
to whittle down choices,” she says. 
“Once the destination is settled, 
each person can suggest activities 
within the vacation that hold a par-
ticular appeal to them.” 

When a family shares the plan-
ning process and members know 
they all have input, a family vaca-
tion can turn from ho-hum routine 
to fun. “Listen to each other and 
respect what each person brings to 
the table,” Tibbetts says. “If every-
one’s going on a trip to the moun-
tains because dad wants to fish, the 
kids may be disgruntled. Make sure 
the trip includes at least one activ-
ity that each person wants to do.”

If you’re traveling with multiple 
generations, consider activities in 
time blocks so each family mem-
ber can have time to choose his 
or her own experiences that may 
not appeal to others. For instance, 
some family members may be 

VVAACCAATTIIOONN  
gguuiiddeebbooookk

Family adventures create lasting memories
By Pamela A. Keene
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interested in a visit to a history or art museum, and others 
may want to hike, bike or kayak. Some may enjoy a food tour 
while others visit a family fun center or relax by the pool.

Th e internet is fi lled with suggestions for family-friendly 
destinations, no matt er the ages of the family members. Be 
savvy about honest evaluations versus advertising promotions.

TravelingMom.com is writt en by moms who travel with 
and without their kids, providing insight, tips and recom-
mendations for all kinds of family adventures. TripAdvisor 
and familytravel.org are places to start, too. Googling family 
vacations turns up a myriad of resources for families seeking 
adventure trips to those interested in history, natural wonders 
or a week by the water.

To drill down further aft er you’ve chosen a destination, 
search for the state’s tourism offi  ce online. Th ere you’ll fi nd 
activity suggestions and links to lodging, dining and att rac-
tions. Some state tourism offi  ces provide information about 
specifi c activities for people of all ages and even travel options 
for those with disabilities.

You can also search for your destination’s convention and 
visitors bureaus, which actively work to promote tourism and 
travel in their areas. Many list promotional off ers, discounts 
and seasonal events.

Staff s at the bureaus and welcome centers are trained on 
the particulars of the travel and tourism options in their areas. 
Th ey can be your eyes on the ground to work with you one-
on-one to maximize your vacation. Th eir services are free.

In addition to destination information, search the internet 
for family travel tips — from checklists about packing to how 
to handle a medical emergency while on vacation. While you 

may be a seasoned traveler, it never hurts to brush up or learn 
a new tool for reducing the stress of the trip. 

“Family vacations are about much more than spending 
time together away from home. Th ey can set the tone for your 
children as they journey through life,” Tibbett s says. “Our 
family has always traveled from the time our sons were young. 
Th ey grew up being comfortable meeting new people and 
understanding the world in new ways. It has been so satisfy-
ing to see them as adults taking their own children on vaca-
tions and encouraging them to be curious and confi dent. 
Sometimes our vacations become multigenerational, and we 
all have fun making memories and sharing experiences. I trea-
sure those travels.”

It’s important to remember that a family vacation is truly 
that: a vacation for all members of the family.

“You don’t have to do everything together the whole trip,” 
Tibbett s says. “If diff erent people do their own activities for an 
aft ernoon, make time to share those experiences later that day 
or the next. You’ll be pleasantly surprised to learn that Uncle 
Joe becomes animated when he talks about birdwatching on 
a nearby trail or that your teenaged son learned a bit about 
sports cars by visiting a race car museum. Your family vacation 
can help you get to know each other outside of everyday life. 
It’s worth investing the time up front to make your time away 
together a positive and enjoyable change from day-to-day life.”

Travel resources, apps and blogs
People who travel frequently seem to have an inside track 

to resources, good deals, the newest apps and the most up-
to-date blogs. While most people have heard of TripAdvisor, 
Yelp and travel-discount sites such as Booking.com, Expedia 

Chain of Rocks Bridge, St. Louis, Mo.

Chain of Rocks Bridge, St. Louis, Mo.

Tenaya Lake, Yosemite National Park

Tenaya Lake, Yosemite National Park

USS Midway USS Midway 

Museum, Museum, 

San Diego, San Diego, 

Calif.Calif.
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and Hotels.com, here are some websites, apps and blogs that 
can bring additional resources:

Resources
Travel and Tourism Information by State, usa.gov/state-

travel-and-tourism, gives you access to state offi  ces of tourism, 
which provides overview information about individual states.

With U.S. Travel Association, ustravel.org, you can click 
on membership/membershipdirectory to have access to indi-
vidual convention and visitors bureaus across the nation. Click 
the link for a city or town’s CVB for travel promotions, news 
about att ractions, dining, hotels, festivals and more.

Travel apps
Mobile Passport, mobilepassport.us, provides expedited 

passage through U.S. Customs and Border Protection at more 
than 30 airports and cruise ports.

CLEAR, clearme.com, uses biometrics, such as fi nger-
prints and the irises of your eyes to help you get through secu-
rity checkpoints at more than 60 airports, stadiums and other 
venues in the country.

App in the Air, appintheair.mobi, provides crowd-sourced 
information about airports, plus keeps track of your fl ight pro-
fi le and itineraries, boarding passes, gate changes, and fl ight 
status updates.

LoungeBuddy, loungebuddy.com, shows you how to access 
and book more than 3,000 airport lounges, with pricing, ame-
nities and ratings.

Hitlist, hitlistapp.com, is one of the newest apps for track-
ing down cheap airfares with push notifi cations to your cho-
sen destinations.

CheckMyTrip, checkmytrip.com, keeps track of all your 
travel information in one place, from airline reservations and 
seat assignments, gate changes, plus hotels and car rentals.

Helpful blogs
Girl on the Go travel tales and tips, janschroder.com, pro-

vides domestic and international travel information, destina-
tion reviews, travel tips and even recipes.

GoNomad.com covers the world of travel with an exten-
sive section about travel in the U.S., showcasing new att rac-
tions and museums, travel tips and articles about specialty 
travel such as animal tours and travel for women.

JohnnyJet.com travel website is fi lled with tips, recommen-
dations and information about travel, whether you’re staying 
in state or taking a trip around the world.

McCoolTravel.com includes tips such as creating your own 
airplane travel kit to ways to earn frequent fl yer points without 
fl ying.

Scott sCheapFlights.com sends out travel alerts when air-
fare deals pop up. Th e basic service is off ered at no charge; the 
premium platform comes with a fee and off ers members ear-
lier access to deals.

TravelingMom.com off ers family vacation suggestions, 
hacks and tips from family travel experts, and plenty of free 
things to do in all 50 states.

Please note that this list is not an endorsement of any web-
site, app or blog.

Boone, N.C.Boone, N.C.

Six Flags Great America, Gurnee, Ill.

Six Flags Great America, Gurnee, Ill.
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Making great vacation photos
Whether you’re using a “fancy” camera or a cellphone, you 

can make memorable photos while on vacation. By follow-
ing some simple tips, your photos can be transformed from 
snapshots to interesting and even amazing photos that you’re 
proud to share with family and friends.

“Th e pictures you make can go from mediocre to unfor-
gett able if you’re willing to put eff ort into them,” says Dave 
LaBelle, renowned photojournalist and author of several 
books about photography, including “Th e Great Picture 
Hunt.” “Photography is like a golf game. You can just go out 
and swing at the ball, or you can put thought into the various 
elements and consciously improve your game.”

Th e most important consideration in making extraordinary 
photographs is paying att ention to the light. Where is it com-
ing from? How is it falling on your subject? What happens to 
the light and its relationship to your subject when you shift  
your position?

“Be thoughtful about your subject and what you want to 
convey,” he says. “A change in the lighting can be the diff erence 
between a snapshot and a compelling photograph. If you’re not 
sure, make the photograph from several angles. Later you can 
compare them and select the one you like the best.”

If you have time, explore your subject at various times of 
day. Light in early morning, midday, and late aft ernoon or 
early evening will result in dramatically diff erent renderings of 
the same subject whether you’re photographing landscapes, 
monuments or people. 

“Get up early in the morning or visit in late aft ernoon to 
make a photo that’s superior to those taken by other vaca-
tioners,” LaBelle says. “Th ink about postcard images; they’re 

the standard for travel memories. You can learn from fi guring 
out what makes them bett er than your usual vacation photos. 
Th en go out and make your photography meaningful. You 
have the world at your fi ngertips when you travel. Take advan-
tage of every opportunity to make amazing photographs.”

LaBelle off ers these basic tips to improve your photography:

1. Check your background before making the photograph. 
Avoid poles or trees growing out of your subject’s head or 
distracting elements that take away from the subject.

2. Recognize the light and how it will a� ect your photo-
graph. Where is it coming from? Where are your subjects 
in relation to the light? Change your position to maximize 
the light or shadow and its eff ects on your subject.

3. Create scale when photographing landmarks or monu-
ments by including people in the foreground.

4. Get closer to your subject, especially when photograph-
ing people. Make your photographs personal by creating 
connections with your subjects.

“If you want your photos to do more than simply trig-
ger your memories of a vacation, be willing to take a litt le 
more time to make the best pictures you can,” LaBelle says. 
“Challenge yourself, look for the details and the light and you 
may be surprised at how much bett er your photos will be.”  

Skydeck Chicago at Willis Tower

Skydeck Chicago at Willis Tower
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Tri-State Rodeo, Fort Madison, Iowa
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GLAMOUROUS AND CAMPING. THESE two words don’t seem to go 
together. Yet, in recent years, “glamping” has become increas-
ingly popular. It’s best for those who want to be one with 
nature but not give up modern conveniences. You can even 
take your family glamping in the canopy of the Illinois Ozarks.

“Glamping is the perfect intersection between the 
members of the family who really want to go camping and 
those who want the hot water and a bed,” says Elizabeth 
Canfarelli, owner of Timber Ridge Outpost and Cabins. 
“Glamping offers something for everybody in the group. It’s 
the perfect compromise.”

Located just a few miles from Garden of the Gods in 
Shawnee National Forest, Timber Ridge offers a unique glam-
ping experience with rustic cabins and treehouses. “It brings 
back a lot of childhood fantasy,” Elizabeth says. “It’s the roman-
ticism and feeling of revisiting something from childhood.” 

Hailing from the Chicago area, Elizabeth and her hus-
band Marty moved to Hardin County after retirement. 
Marty worked 25 years building high rises. Elizabeth was a 
senior project manager for a building supply company. 

“We ‘retired.’ I put that in quotes because I work more 
hours now than I ever did, but I love it,” she says. “We were 
going to put a few cabins in and see where that went.”

Because there were other cabins in the area, Elizabeth 
wanted to do something different. “People are really into the 
experience vacation,” Elizabeth notes. “Before, it was about going 
somewhere, but now it’s about having an experience. And tree-
houses are a different experience.”

When the Canfarellis decided to build treehouses, they 
hired a treehouse builder and arborist to evaluate their trees. 
He selected the two best for the job and built the platforms and 
suspension systems. Marty and two others built everything else.  

Treehouses  
                  not just for kidsBy Colten Bradford

White Oak TreehouseWhite Oak Treehouse
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“It’s basically a big deck up in a tree,” 
Elizabeth explains. “Then you just build on top 
of the giant deck. … When we did the treehouse 
thing, it went crazy and took off from there.”

The White Oak Treehouse, the larger of the 
two, is nestled 24 feet up in a in a 2-century-old 
white oak. The main floor has a living room with 
a sleeper sofa, kitchenette and bathroom with a 
shower. Going up a ladder and through a hole in 
the ceiling, you’ll find a queen bed and full-size 
mattress. This treehouse sleeps four to six. 

The quaint Maple Oak Treehouse is perfect for 
two, but will sleep four; however, Elizabeth doesn’t 
recommend it for four adult-sized people. This 
treehouse is equipped with a kitchenette and bath-
room, a sofa bed on the main floor, and a queen 
bed in the loft.

Outside of each treehouse is a park-style grill, 
outdoor seating, a swing and a campfire ring 
including complimentary firewood.

The treehouses undergo regular maintenance 
and inspections for safety. The biggest issue they’ve 
had is with squirrels. “Squirrels keep trying to chew 
their way in,” Elizabeth says. “We are in their realm, 
so we battle interesting things because we are up in 
the tree. [The squirrels] really find it inconvenient 
that they’re not allowed in.”

Elizabeth realizes treehouses aren’t for 
everyone, especially those with ambulatory 
issues who can’t go up the stairways but want 
to spend time with family too. That’s where the 
cabins come in. 

“A family with kids might rent the treehouse, 
while grandma and grandpa rent a cabin with a 
nice, easy staircase, so they’re all together,” she 
says. “That’s why there’s a variety of units instead 
of just treehouses or log cabins … so there’s a 
multitude of different experiences to accommo-
date different types of people.”

While building the treehouses, they started 
with two Amish-built cabins to generate income. 
They came as shells with the interiors still need-
ing finishing. The two-story cabins have the 
same amenities as the treehouses; one sleeps 
two to four and the other sleeps six to eight. 

Eight years later, Timber Ridge now has nine 
units after adding two antique cabins and three 
homes. “We got the antique log cabins because we 
love the history,” Elizabeth explains. The houses 
are for larger groups that want to stay together.

The antique cabins from Kentucky were built 
circa 1850. They were dismantled, transported 
and rebuilt at Timber Ridge. The antique Twin 
Oaks Cabin sleeps four to six. In addition to its 
history, a tree deck was built behind this cabin 
which sits 12 feet up in the canopy. 

“By doing the tree deck, it gave people who 
wanted to stay on the ground and wanted to get 
in the canopy the chance to have a little bit of 
both,” Elizabeth says.

The antique Cottonwood Cabin was origi-
nally built as an outpost store where guests could 
check in. Plans changed when they decided to 
build the Garden of the Gods Outpost down 
the road for guest check-in, tourist info, souvenir 
shop, convenience store and kayak rental. 

The cabin was finished and available for rent 
earlier this year. The Canfarellis were able to save 
the original hand-chiseled stone fireplace and 
its hand-carved wood mantel. Back in its day, 
Elizabeth says a family of 11 people lived in the 
cabin, but today it sleeps two to four.

Maple Oak Treehouse
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LET’S GO!

Booking available on 
TimberRidgeOutpost.com, 
Airbnb and Vrbo. 
Check in at Garden of the Gods 
Outpost, located at the corner 
of Garden of the Gods Road and 
Karber’s Ridge Road.
PHONE: 
618-264-9010
EMAIL:
info@TimberRidgeOutpost.com
WEBSITE: 
TimberRidgeOutpost.com

While these treehouses and cabins may be in a 
remote area, they are equipped with hot water, heat 
and air conditioning, television, and Wi-Fi. 

“You don’t expect to have � ber optic in a treehouse. 
… Some parents call ahead and say, ‘Hey, can you just 
take [the Wi-Fi] out? Just unplug it. When I get there, I 
am going to tell my children that it’s broken. … Make 
sure that you back me up,’” Elizabeth says with a laugh.

Staying at Timber Ridge provides a chance to get 
away from it all. On a clear night, there’s a stunning 
view of the Milky Way, and you’ll be lulled to sleep 
by the sounds of nature or the pa� ering of rain.

“We are very remote,” Elizabeth says. “We don’t 
have a single stoplight in the entire county, so you 
don’t have all the tra�  c or the noise of society. Your 
kids can go out and run, and you don’t have to have 
your eyeball on them every second. Let them run 
and be children. … It’s ge� ing away and unplugging. 
It’s regrouping with family.”

According to Elizabeth, pets are a big part of 
many families, which is why Timber Ridge is pet 
friendly. “We’re all about family, and pets are part 
of that,” she says.

In the past eight years, Elizabeth estimates thou-
sands of people have stayed in the treehouses and cab-
ins. While some visitors come from just down the road, 
Timber Ridge has hosted people from 37 countries. 

“I meet really interesting people from all walks 
of life, di� erent nationalities and di� erent belief sys-
tems,” she says. “Sometimes I have to get Google 
Translator out to communicate with people check-
ing in. � at’s a lot of fun.”

According to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Forest Service, nearly 1 million people 

visit Shawnee National Forest each year, and Garden 
of the Gods is the most photographed location in the 
forest. 

Despite the number of tourists, Hardin County has 
the lowest population in the state, and Elizabeth says the 
area is economically challenged. “We’re very remote,” she 
explains. “� ere are no highways going through. � ere’s 
no mass transit. It’s a destination. You’re either heading 
to Hardin County or you don’t � nd it.”

Unique to the area is a local tourism group the 
Canfarellis are members of called the Bed Tax Board. 
Elizabeth explains that while they are all competitors, 
everyone works together to be sure visitors have a 
place to stay. 

“I can start directing them to everybody else 
because once I’m full, I’m full,” Elizabeth says. “� e 
more people we can bring to our community, regard-
less of where they’re staying, the more demand there 
is for jobs and the more tourism dollars are coming 
into the couple of restaurants and gas stations … and 
that makes a big di� erence when you’re this li� le.”

For those traveling to Hardin County, Elizabeth 
suggests visitors bring good hiking shoes, a camera 
and a fun a� itude. “Plan to decompress and have 
fun,” Elizabeth says. “Hike around and see beautiful 
things you’re not going to � nd anywhere else around 
Illinois. As far as staying at Timber Ridge, I tell peo-
ple, you need your food, your family and charcoal if 
you plan on grilling out. We’ve got the rest covered.”

Near Timber Ridge, visitors can enjoy Garden 
of the Gods, Rim Rock Recreation Trail, Pounds 
Hollow Lake and more for hiking, kayaking, rock 
climbing, photography and birdwatching. 

As members of SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, the Canfarellis are part of the coopera-
tive family. “Staying here is supporting a whole com-
munity,” Elizabeth says. “Just come and plan to have 
fun. You don’t have to go far. You can be in Illinois 
and have a phenomenal experience.” 

Amish-built Sassafras Ridge Cabin

Cottonwood Cabin, built circa 1850
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Fritz and Frites
By Valerie Cheatham

WALKING INTO THIS UNASSUMING restaurant at the 
north end of Galena’s Main Street is like 
stepping into a French bistro. French music 
plays in the background as servers in black 
vests, white shirts and black aprons move 
from table to table with plates of German 
and French food. Alsatian food to be exact 
– dishes with a French/German in� uence 
– hence their mo� o, “a li� le German, a 
li� le French, a li� le bistro.” 
 Owner Fred Grzeslo is Polish and wife 
Karyn is half German. Both are trained in 
French cuisine, and the foods and sauces 
they prepare are those they grew up eating.
Many dishes they serve are from their 
grandmothers’ recipes.
 Originally from Chicago, the Grzeslos 
fell in love with the Galena area. Both pro-
fessionally trained chefs say the Galena 
community has embraced them.
 “When we � rst opened, we had an 
accordion player with oompah, pah 
music, and they hated it,” Fred says 
laughing. “� ey like the French music 
and ambiance but want the [German] 
schnitzel and sauerbraten [marinated beef 
roast] and drink the French wine. A� er 13 
years of listening to people, you learn to 
give them what they want.”
 � e most popular menu item is the 
schweineschnitzel, a pork version of the 
traditional wienerschnitzel (veal). � e 
pork cutlets are pounded thin, breaded and 
served with spaetzle, a German dumpling. 

 “All you hear on a busy Saturday night 
is pounding from the kitchen because 
everyone is ordering it,” explains Fred. 
“I think it’s common and likely their 
[patrons’] � rst time in an Alsatian bistro. 
If you look at the menu, there are words 
most people don’t know. Schnitzel is a 
nice intro. � ey try it, they love it and we 
get them back in to try other things.”
 Lovers of French food will enjoy 
Fred’s steak frites [marinated hanger steak 
served medium-rare] or poulet roti [garlic 
roasted chicken]. � e menu stays static 
except for the occasional special. In July, 
they started doing a pork shank which 
Fred says was “� ying out of here” and 
has been added to the menu. During the 
slow season [winter], they try doing a 
French and a German entrée special and 
appetizer to see how they are received. 
 � e menu is 50 percent French and 
50 percent German. Ingredients for the 
schnitzel and sauerbraten are easy to source, 
but others are not. It’s not uncommon for 
them to wait three to four weeks for items 
to arrive such as rabbit sausage used in 
cassoulet, a slow-cooked bean casserole with 
lamb, duck con� t and sausage. 
 Fred drives to Chicago every couple 
of months to pick up those hard to � nd 
ingredients such as authentic sausages 
used in the choucroute garnie, a French 
dish made with knackwurst, bratwurst, 
kielbasa and smoked bu�  with sauerkraut 

Pork shank with braised 
cabbage and carrots

Mussels with champagne
and cream sauce
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LET’S EAT!
Fritz and Frites
317 N. Main Street
Galena, IL 
(815) 777-2004
Reservations recommended

HOURS:
Tuesday-Thursday 
4 – 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday
4 – 9 p.m.
Sunday
4 – 8 p.m.
Closed Monday

and potatoes. They often tweak recipes to make 
them more French or German.  
 One challenge is the bistro’s location. 
Located at the north end of Main Street, visitors 
often get to Franklin Street [cross street] and 
think there is nothing farther north. 
 “I was warned that we would never make it, 
that nothing lasts up here,” says Fred. “We have 
gotten good enough and become known as a 
destination by Trip Advisor, and people  
are coming.”
 Fritz and Frites is the oldest business on  
the block.
 “The best part of this job is the customers. 
We get people that are so friendly and excited to 
come in,” Fred adds. “I come out [of the kitchen] 
and say hello to everybody. On a busy Saturday 
night, the tables are all talking to each other and 
it’s a lot of fun.”
 The bistro is small with seating for less than 
50; a party of six is the maximum. 
 “Recurring customers are our biggest 
success,” says Fred. “We have people that come 
in all the time – maybe twice a month, which 
for a restaurant like this is incredible. Some of 
our servers have gone on to do bigger and better 
things and some come back and ask to work 
weekends. It’s been a nice bond between the 
locals and our employees.”
 The bistro carries more than 100 varieties 
of German and Belgium beer, and Karyn has 
carefully chosen a wide range of French and 
German wines which pair well with menu items. 
 She is also responsible for a variety of 
desserts. As would be expected, the bistro has 
a German chocolate cake. They order authentic 
apple streudel from Germany and purchase 
profiterole [cream puffs] from a bakery in Paris, 
which they stuff with vanilla ice cream and top 
with chocolate ganache. 
 One of Karyn’s specialties, an employee 
favorite, is prunes stewed in Armagnac [a 
distinctive brandy produced in southwest 
France], lemon peel, and cinnamon stick and 
topped with cinnamon ice cream. (Stewed 
fruits are a common Alsatian dessert.) She also 
makes a flourless Black Forest cake with a cherry 
reduction and whipped cream. The toughest 
decision will be which one to try.  

Take a trip to Galena, enjoy Main Street and 
all it has to offer, but be sure to stroll north of 
Franklin Street to Fritz and Frites. It’s a little 
German, a little French, a little bistro…and well 
worth the visit. 

Cassoulet is a slow-cooked bean casserole with 
lamb, duck confit and rabbit sausage. 

House-made duck liver pâté

Choucroute Garnie
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WE NEED RECIPES! 
Upcoming monthly topics
Gluten free
Entree salads
Ice cream treats
Please email submissions to 
finestcooking@icl.coop or mail 
them to Finest Cooking c/o Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708. Please include 
your name, address, phone number 
(for questions), and the name of 
your electric cooperative. Recipes 
not included in the magazine 
can be found on our website at 
icl.coop/finestcooking.

Recipes prepared, tasted 
and photographed  
by lllinois Country 
Living staff. For more 
recipes and photos go to 
www.icl.coop. Questions? 
Email finestcooking@
aiec.coop.

Visit www.icl.coop to see 
more Illinois Country Living 
recipes.

Going meatless
AS THE MEATLESS TREND grows in popu-
larity, the reasons for individuals 
going meatless vary. For some, a 
plant-based diet is a health decision,  
others choose a meatless diet for 
religious purposes and some choose 
vegetarianism over concern for 
animal welfare. For whatever the 
reason, vegetarian diets tend to 
be lower in saturated fat, and the 
U.S. government recommends 
eating most of our calories from 
grains, vegetables and fruits. Go to 
ChooseMyPlate.gov for a resource 
to build healthy eating habits. 

ANNA’S EGGPLANT PARMESAN

Anna’s Eggplant Parmesan
Submitted by: LuAnn Schieferdecker, Jo-Carroll Energy
Servings: 4
 1 large eggplant
 1 cup flour
 2 eggs
 1/4 cup milk
 1/2 cup Italian breadcrumbs
 1/2 cup plain breadcrumbs
  Olive oil spray
  Grated Romano cheese
  Mozzarella cheese, shredded
 2-3 jars vegetarian pasta sauce, not chunky sauce
  Chicken broth, for thinning sauce

Preheat oven to 425 F. Peel eggplant and slice 1/4-inch 
thick. Place slices on paper towels. Beat eggs and milk in a 
bowl big enough for dipping eggplant. Place flour on a plate 
and put both types of breadcrumbs on another plate and 
mix. Lightly spray baking sheet with olive oil spray. Using 
a fork, dip eggplant slices into flour and shake off excess. 
Dip into egg mixture and then breadcrumbs. Slices should 
be fully coated with breadcrumbs. Place slices on sheet 
pan. Bake until crisp, approximately 7-8 minutes per side. 
Place slices on paper towels to cool. Reduce oven to 350 F. 
To assemble, using 9x13-inch baking dish, drizzle sauce to 
cover bottom. Sauce should be consistency of vinaigrette; if 
too thick, thin with a bit of chicken broth. Over sauce, place 
one layer of eggplant. On each slice, place grated Romano 
(1/2 tablespoon) and grated mozzarella (1-2 tablespoons). 
Spoon a couple tablespoons of sauce over the cheese and 
top with another slice of eggplant, about the same size as 
the slice below it. Repeat until you have three layers. Press 
down on the layers gently. Pour more sauce over the entire 
dish. The spaces between the stacks should be filled with 
sauce. Cover dish loosely with foil and bake for about 30-45 
minutes. Remove foil and brown the top slightly. Serve with 
crunchy warm bread. Nutrition information: 473 calories; 
13.8g fat; 1121mg sodium; 67.8g carbohydrates; 19.3g protein.

Black Bean Lasagna
Submitted by: Christine Stearns, Egyptian Electric  
Cooperative Association
Servings: 12

 3 15-ounce cans black beans, rinsed and drained
 1 large jar Ragu Chunky Garden Vegetable sauce
 1 cup water
 1 large carton small curd cottage cheese
 1 cup parmesan cheese, grated
 3 eggs
  Garlic powder, to taste
  Black pepper, to taste
  Dried oregano, to taste
 1 box lasagna noodles (does not have to be oven ready)
 1 cup onion, finely chopped
 1 cup green pepper, finely chopped
 1 cup mushrooms, fresh or canned, optional
 1 cup carrots, shredded
 1 bag fresh spinach
 2 cups mozzarella cheese, shredded

Preheat oven to 350 F. Puree black beans and set aside. 
Combine Ragu and water and pour 1/2 cup into bottom 
of 9x13-inch baking dish. Set aside. Add remaining Ragu 
mixture to pureed beans, blend and set aside. In large 
bowl, blend cottage cheese, eggs, parmesan cheese, garlic 
powder, oregano and pepper until creamy. Set aside. In 
separate bowl, mix onion, green pepper, mushrooms and 
carrots, and set aside. To assemble, place three pieces 
of uncooked lasagna in baking dish and top with half of 
the bean mixture followed by half of the cottage cheese 
mixture. Sprinkle with a little Parmesan cheese followed 
by 1/2 bag of fresh spinach, loosely layered. Add a third of 
mozzarella followed by half of the fresh vegetable mixture. 
Add another layer of noodles and repeat steps from above. 
Finish with a layer of mozzarella. Spray one side of a 
sheet of foil with cooking spray and tightly cover dish. Add 
another layer of foil to double cover. Bake for 40 minutes. 
Uncover and bake for 10-15 minutes until cheese is browned. 
Let set up before serving. Nutrition information: 711 calories; 
7.9g fat; 535mg sodium; 119g carbohydrates; 43.4g protein.
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One Skillet Mexican Rice Casserole
Submitted by: Connie Huffman, Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative
Servings: 5
 1 small red onion, diced
 1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil 
 2 teaspoons cumin
 1 teaspoon chili powder
 1 teaspoon smoked paprika
 1/2 teaspoon salt
 1 teaspoon dried oregano
 1 red bell pepper, cored and diced
 12 ounces salsa or enchilada sauce

 1 4-ounce can diced green chilies, 
drained

 1 cup corn kernels, fresh or frozen  
and defrosted

 1 15-ounce can black beans, drained  
and rinsed

 1-1/2 cups cooked brown rice
 1/2 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese
 1/4 cup shredded cheddar cheese

Using an oven-safe skillet, warm oil over medium heat. Add onion and cook 3 minutes, then  
add spices and stir together until fragrant, 2-3 minutes. Add red pepper and green chilies and  
stir together. Cook 2-3 minutes and then add drained beans, corn, salsa and rice. Stir until  
everything is combined. Turn oven to broil. Top mixture with the shredded cheese. Place  
skillet in oven for 3-4 minutes until cheese is golden and bubbly on top. Serve with diced 
green onions, cilantro and/or avocado. Nutrition information: 598 calories; 13.8g fat; 707mg  
sodium; 114.1g carbohydrates; 23.2g protein. 

ONE SKILLET MEXICAN RICE CASSEROLE

Sweet Potato Black Bean Burger
Servings: 5-6
 1 15-ounce can black beans, 

drained and rinsed
 6 tablespoons breadcrumbs
 3/4 cup sweet potato, baked  

and mashed
 3 tablespoons fresh cilantro, 

chopped

 1/3 cup red onion, diced
 1 teaspoon fresh garlic, 

minced
 3/4 teaspoon salt
 1 teaspoon black pepper
 2 tablespoons olive oil

 1 tablespoon cider or  
white vinegar

 2 tablespoons lime juice
 1/2 jalapeno, deseeded  

and minced, optional

Preheat oven to 375 F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper or coat with cooking spray. Place beans,  
breadcrumbs, sweet potato, cilantro and onion in food processor and pulse until all ingredients are well  
combined. Add garlic, salt, pepper, olive oil, vinegar, lime juice and jalapeno. Mix thoroughly with a spoon.  
Divide mixture into six and put on parchment paper. Push with fingers into a burger shape. If you like your  
burgers crispy, sprinkle more breadcrumbs on burgers and gently pat. Bake for 25 minutes. Note: if you don’t  
have a food processor, it works fine to do it by hand, just mash the mixture together well. Nutrition information:  
206 calories; 6.5g fat; 752mg sodium; 31.8g carbohydrates; 6.7g protein. 

BLACK BEAN LASAGNA

Veggie Chili with Quinoa
Submitted by: Betty Moudy, Corn Belt Energy Corporation
Servings: 8
 12 ounce lime & prickly pear cactus beer (Michelob 

Ultra Infusions)
 1/3 to 1/2 cup organic red or black 

quinoa, rinsed and drained
 1 large sweet onion, chopped
 1 red bell pepper or a few mini peppers, chopped
 2 large cloves garlic, minced 
 28 ounces petite diced tomatoes
 15 ounces crushed peeled tomatoes
 30 ounces canned organic black or tri-blend beans, 

drained and rinsed
 4 ounces mild chopped green chiles
 1/4 cup mild salsa
 1/4 cup ketchup
 1 tablespoon chili powder
 1 teaspoon ground cumin
 1/4 teaspoon smoked paprika
 1/4 teaspoon unsweetened cocoa
 1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon
  Original Mrs. Dash, as desired

In small saucepan, combine beer and quinoa. Bring to a boil, 
reduce heat and simmer for 15-20 minutes until little tails on 
quinoa appear. Do not drain. In large pot, place onion and 
peppers. Saute with a little water until onions are translu-
cent. Add garlic, saute for 1 minute. Stir in cooked quinoa 
and remaining ingredients. Bring to a boil, reduce heat, 
cover and simmer for at least 30 minutes. Adjust season-
ings to taste. Cool, refrigerate and allow flavors to blend if 
time allows. Reheat the next day. Serve with soup crackers 
and/or corn chips, chopped fresh cilantro and lime wedges. 
Suggestions for additional ingredients include sweet corn 
kernels, roasted butternut squash cubes and/or your favor-
ite veggie crumbles. Nutrition information: 458 calories; 2.1g 
fat; 284mg sodium; 84.1g carbohydrates; 26.3g protein. 
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C H I L D R E N  W I L L  S O O N  B E  out of 
school for summer vacation. 
Temperatures are warming up, and 
the days are longer. For many, this 
month will include the first camp-
ing trip of the year. Camping can 
either be a disaster or provide some 
great memories. What you do to 
prepare will determine if the experi-
ence is a good or bad one.

Make plans
There are no guarantees that 

your first camping trip of the year 
will be a good one, but planning 
in advance helps. Because many 
families will camp throughout the 
summer, campgrounds can fill up 
in a hurry. Try to make reservations 
ahead of time, which allows you to 
go straight to your reserved site and 
not gamble on whether one will 
even be available. 

What you want and need
It helps to consider what you 

and your family enjoy doing when 
camping so that you can choose the 
best campground. If your family 
likes to fish, a good lake with fish-
ing available is nice. If you would 
rather hike the trails through the 
forest, prioritize your search for a 
campground that has hiking trails. 
The same is true for campers who 
enjoy biking and horseback riding. 
There are plenty of state parks that 

will have what you are looking for. 
However, it will take a little home-
work to find the best spot for you 
and your family.

To help narrow down your 
search for the perfect state 
park, look no further than the 
Department of Natural Resources 
website at dnr.illinois.gov. It pro-
vides everything you need to know 
about each park, including activi-
ties available and how to reserve a 
campsite or shelter.

Something else to consider is if 
you want a campsite with electric-
ity. It does cost extra for a site with 
electricity, but it comes in handy 
if you want to use a coffee pot, 
fan or enjoy other luxuries. Also 
look at the location of restrooms 
and shower houses in proximity to 
your campsite. This might sound 
minor, but it is nice to be near these 
facilities.

To research camping sites across 
the U.S., go to reserveamerica.com 
and input where you want to 
explore. 

If you cannot get into a state 
park, there are plenty of private 
campgrounds throughout the state. 
Most lakes in the state have camp-
grounds near the water. Another 
option is one of the many rivers 
that wind through Illinois.

With a couple of phone calls, it 
is easy to gain permission to camp 

on the banks of a river. Some of my 
favorite memories have come from 
camping along the river with family 
and friends and setting bank poles 
and trotlines for catfish. Wherever 
you camp, always respect the land 
and carry out your trash.

Be prepared
Once you have decided where 

to camp, you need to make sure 
you have everything you need.  
Double-check your camping gear, 
especially if you have not used it 
this year. Check your tent, sleep-
ing bags, tarps, cooking supplies, 
camp stove and other gear to be 
sure it is in good shape. Also, make 
sure to bring enough food for the 
entire trip. I would rather be camp-
ing than making unnecessary trips 
to the store. Also, do not make the 
mistake of thinking you can catch 
enough fish to sustain your needs – 
you might just go hungry.

Final thoughts
A good trip can quickly turn 

bad. Be sure to pack sunscreen, 
insect repellent, toiletries, personal 
camping gear, clothing for any 
weather changes, rain gear and rec-
reational gear. Camping is meant to 
be fun. Do your homework to find 
the best spot for your needs and 
enjoy the memories. 

Jason Houser is a full-time 
outdoor writer and enthusi-
ast from central Illinois who 
has won numerous awards 
in the outdoor communica-
tion field. 

Camping 
season is 
upon us
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SUBMIT A PHOTO

Online: icl.coop/snapshots 
Email: cbradford@aiec.coop 
Mail:  Illinois Country Living  

Attn: Colten Bradford 
PO Box 3787  
Springfield IL 62708 

Rules: Please include high-quality 
digital files or an original we can 
scan. When submitting, include 
details about the photo, artist’s name 
and the co-op name. If you would 
like us to return your work, include 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
We are not responsible for photos 
lost in the mail. We retain reprint and 
online rights.

Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full 
terms and conditions.

Full 
spectrum
1. PENNY ARTHUR

Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative

2. MARK KILLION
EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative

3. REAGAN LEES
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative

4. SANDRA COOPER
Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative

5. JOY HARRIS
Menard Electric Cooperative

6. BRUCE AND DARLA 
BLANCHETT
Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative

UPCOMING THEMES
June – Water
July – Architecture
August – People
September – Animals

2

1

3 4

65
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PUBLICATION MUST MATCH CODES TO INSERTION ORDER.
NEVER GUTTER THE COUPON.

AMERICA’S SPORTS CAR... THE LEGACY LIVES ON

CRAFTED IN SOLID 
STAINLESS STEEL

CLASSIC CORVETTE® 
LOGO AND FAMOUS 
CHEVY RACING 
CHECKERBOARD PATTERN

UNIQUE TIRE TREAD 
DESIGN ON BOTH SIDES

ION-PLATED 24K GOLD 
AND JET BLACK ACCENTS

When the Corvette® was � rst introduced to the public in 1953, it ushered in 
a whole new era to the automotive world. Now, America had its own sports 
car, rivaling the very best from across the Atlantic. Over the past six decades, 
the Corvette® has continued to bring state of the art design, technology and 
pure performance to car enthusiasts everywhere. Now you can show your 
appreciation for this elite driving machine, and gear up in style, with our 
exclusive “Corvette®: The Legend” Men’s Ring.  
 Masterfully engineered from solid stainless steel, this bold ring features a 
unique custom design that brings together classic Corvette® elements with a 
sleek contemporary style. The centerpiece of the design is an iconic Corvette®

logo from its earlier years against an ion-plated jet black background, which is 
framed by a border that incorporates the famous Chevy racing checkerboard 
pattern, the prominent name—Chevrolet® Corvette®, and ion-plated 24K 

gold accents. A tire tread design on each side of the band adds to the unique 
design, and for a � nal touch the inside of the band is etched with the motto: AN 
AMERICAN LEGEND.

A REMARKABLE VALUE...
AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME

This distinctive ring is an exceptional value at $99.99*, payable in 3 easy 
installments of $33.33 and backed by our 120-day guarantee. The ring is 
available in men’s whole and half sizes from 8-15 and arrives in a presentation 
case and gift box along with a Certi� cate of Authenticity. To reserve yours, send 
no money now; just mail the Priority Reservation. Don’t miss out—order today!

A CUSTOM-CRAFTED JEWELRY EXCLUSIVE FROM THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE

Order now at bradfordexchange.com/21836 General Motors Trademarks used under license to The Bradford Group.
©2020 The Bradford Exchange   All Rights Reserved.   01-21836-001-BIPR

*Plus a total of $9.98 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 4-6 weeks after 
initial payment for delivery. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
To assure a proper � t, a ring sizer will be sent to you after your 

reservation has been accepted.

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL  60053-0806

YES.  Please reserve the Please reserve the “Corvette: 
The Legend” Men’s Ring for me as described in this 
announcement.                        Please Respond Promptly  
Ring size______ (If known)

PRIORITY RESERVATION                                 SEND NO MONEY NOW

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                               State           Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

01-21836-001-E38511

LIMITED TIME OFFER    
Reservations will be accepted on a � rst-come, 
� rst-served basis. So please respond as soon 

as possible to reserve your ring.

Actual Size

01_21836_001_BIPR.indd   101_21836_001_BIPR.indd   1 11/26/19   12:00 PM11/26/19   12:00 PM



Buy/Sell Used Machinery
Mohawk 800-543-7696

Mike/Ken McD for discount
ken2010@pwr-net.coop

217-246-4885

PLIC FORM NO. TL-21

LOW COST
Term Life Insurance

Issue ages through 85
AGE

45
55
65

$100,000
10.16
17.41
34.08

$250,000
15.49
28.75
66.26

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

KEN CHRISTY
(888) 412-0518

FFoooodd,, ffuunn,, aanndd oovveerr 110000 ccrraafftt aanndd ffoooodd vveennddoorrss!!   
FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn aanndd sscchheedduullee ooff eevveennttss vviissiitt 

wwwwww..cciittyyooffffuullttoonn..uuss.. 

FFuullttoonn TToouurriissmm 
991122 44tthh SSttrreeeett,, FFuullttoonn,, IILL  6611225522 
881155--558899--33992255

46th Annual Dutch Days Festival - May 1 & 2, 2020

WINDMILL Service
Paul’s

• Old Fashioned, Pumping Type
• New & Reconditioned Windmills
• Complete Installation & Repair 

 Service
• Specialize in Large Mills to Fill Ponds

217-897-6699
millfi xr1@aol.com

www.paulswindmillservice.com

Robert Halleran
Timber Buyer all Species

Logging
Timber Consulting

I buy Storm damaged timber
618-528-8088 DeSoto, Illinois

Wanted to buy: Standing 
timber, all species except 
pine. Lumber & Pallet 
material for sale. Southern 
Illinois Area. 618-893-4223.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256. 

$67
Bushel & Shipping
217-857-3377

- outproduces hybrid for
silage. Hi-feed 
value grain, leafy
& sweet stalks
for grazing.

Open pollinated seed cornOpen pollinated seed corn

Connect with us

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

$3,650only
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Mike/Ken McD for discount
217-246-4885

ken2010@pwr-net.coop
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We’ve Got Lots of Ground to Cover

AMANA COLONIES 
The Amana Colonies’ strong German 
heritage and abundance of shops, 
antiques and restaurants annually draw 
hundreds of thousands of visitors. The 
seven villages, founded in 1855, have 
been collectively named a National 
Historic Landmark. Plan your trip to 
catch one of over half a dozen German 
events held throughout the year such 
as Maifest, the Wurst Festival and the 
state’s largest Oktoberfest. 

BURLINGTON/ 
WEST BURLINGTON
Greater Burlington is home to many 
locally owned and authentic Italian, 
Greek, Mexican and Thai restaurants. 
Support local sports teams, visit 
area attractions and take part in free 
community celebrations or other family-
friendly activities. It’s situated on the 
beautiful bluffs of the Mississippi River 
and home to the “unbelievably crooked” 
Snake Alley. You can also get closer to 
nature by hiking through Starr’s Cave 
Park and Preserve or by exploring over 
200 acres of parks throughout the 
community.  

Scenic landscapes, historical landmarks and stunning attractions surround every corner. 
Best of all, you don’t have to travel far to discover a most unexpected adventure.

jacksoncountyiowa.comvisitfortmadison.com

amanacolonies.com

visitburlingtoniowa.com

FORT MADISON
Fort Madison combines river views with 
a variety of recreation and entertainment 
opportunities. At the historic Appleberry 
Orchard, you can pick your own 
pumpkins and apples, taste made-from-
scratch pies, breads and cookies and 
interact with the farm’s animals. The 
Tri-State Rodeo, one of the nation’s top 
five largest outdoor rodeos, attracts 
top cowboys and big competition every 
September. 

JACKSON COUNTY
If you’ve ever wondered what it would 
be like to drive through the hills depicted 
in the paintings of Grant Wood, then 
head to the Grant Wood Scenic Byway 
on your way to Jackson County. This 
area was a huge inspiration for the early 
20th-century artist and for good reason. 
The area’s beauty is on full display with 
multiple state parks, caves, pumpkin 
patches, apple orchards, and a variety of 
art galleries, wineries, and shops. 

MASON CITY & CLEAR LAKE 
Mason City and Clear Lake offer the 
perfect small-town getaway with 
big experiences. Step back in time 
with a stay at Mason City’s one-of-
a-kind Historic Park Inn, the world’s 
last remaining Frank Lloyd Wright-
designed hotel. Relive the early 
sounds of rock and roll at Clear Lake’s 
Historic Surf Ballroom & Museum, 
where Buddy Holly, Richie Valens and 
The Big Bopper performed their last 
concert. 

QUAD CITIES
If you’re looking for an authentic and 
real Iowa experience, Quad Cities 
has you covered. This bi-state (Iowa 
& Illinois) region offers a vibrant live 
music and theater scene, over 12 
museums that celebrate history, 
science and the arts, and countless 
outdoor activities like biking, hiking 
and kayaking along the Mississippi 
River. Eating, drinking and lodging 
options include Four Diamond-rated 
hotels, quaint local shops and a 
growing craft brewery scene. 

traveliowa.com

Defying expectations is our passion project. And we think 
we do it pretty well. These destinations deliver surprises 
around every corner and create lasting memories. For 
more travel inspiration, visit traveliowa.com.

RIVERBOAT TWILIGHT
Come aboard the Riverboat Twilight 
for America’s authentic Mississippi 
River experience. The captain is your 
guide and narrator on this intimate 
journey through breathtaking valley 
landscapes and historic river towns. 
Enjoy live entertainment, games 
and food throughout one- or two-
day cruises or take a quick trip up 
and down the river with a 90-minute 
sightseeing cruise. 

VILLAGES OF VAN BUREN
Along the Historic Hills Scenic Byway 
and through the deep, luscious 
Shimek State Forest lies the Villages of 
Van Buren. With the Des Moines River 
bending its way through the county, 
there are endless opportunities to 
fish, kayak, canoe, hike and swim 
across the many lakes, ponds and 
trails. This award-winning tourist 
destination in Southeast Iowa offers a 
variety of unique lodging experiences 
to enhance your outdoor getaway 
and help you rest, refresh and relax. 

In awe? 
We couldn’t agree more.

travelnorthiowa.com riverboattwilight.com

visitquadcities.com

villagesofvanburen.com
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