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Homeowners around the world have switched from propane to a WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system. 

That’s because WaterFurnace units tap into the clean, renewable energy found in your own backyard to 

provide savings of up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. A WaterFurnace system provides complete 

comfort for your home with a single unit. And because the system doesn’t burn fossil fuels, there are no 

carbon monoxide safety concerns. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today and make the smart move 

from propane to geothermal.

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDITWATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A FEDERAL TAX CREDIT*

visit us at waterfurnace.com
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace 
International, Inc.

*30% through 2019, 26% through 2020 and 22% through 2021

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 429-1105

Delavan
Jeckel Plmb & Htg
(309) 244-8265

Flora
Dan’s Electro Electric
(618) 662-4520

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg & A/C
(309) 965-2604

Macomb
Arnold Bros. Htg & Clg
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D & C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb, Htg & A/C
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Petersburg
Collins Plmb & Htg
(217) 793-8031

Thomasboro
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125

Virden/Litchfield
Snell Plmb & Htg
(217) 965-3911
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Be the giving type!
January is National Volunteer 
Blood Donor Month.
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Whether you like it hot or cold, co� ee roasting is 
spurring new businesses with one goal in mind – 
making you the best cup available.

27 A brighter tomorrow
Illinois lineworkers join counterparts from 
Iowa and Wisconsin to bring light to a rural 
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Be the giving type! 
January is National Volunteer Blood Donor Month 

D U R I N G  T H E  M O N T H  O F  January, blood provid-
ers serving the state of Illinois wish to recognize 
blood donors who support the blood supply 
throughout the year and especially a� er the busy 
holiday season. 

January has been designated National 
Volunteer Blood Donor Month because this 
month can present some of the greatest challenges 

for the blood supply – extreme 
weather, an increase in illnesses and 
the need to recover from losses due 
to the holidays, all contribute to the 
increased need for donors.

Between holiday closings and 
busy schedules for blood donors, 
we lose approximately 20 percent 
of donations compared to a normal 
week. Patient need at the hospitals 
we serve is constant, so it’s impera-
tive that we gain additional appoint-
ments for donations immediately 
a� er the holidays.

Central Illinois Community 
Blood Center and Community 
Blood Services of Illinois are a part 
of Mississippi Valley Regional Blood 
Center (MVRBC), a regional blood 

provider serving 110 hospitals in Illinois, Iowa, 
Missouri and Wisconsin. While the blood center 
experiences ups and downs in the rate of blood 
donation throughout the year, the number of dona-
tions needed for patient care remains constant. 

Working in the Midwest at this time of year 
means being ready for winter weather. Blood 
drive cancellations due to snow and ice are 
always a concern. Even as we recover from losses 
due to the holidays, we’re always mindful of the 
potential for a winter storm. We need to ensure 
we have blood “on the shelves” at our local hos-
pitals at all times, in case a major storm would 
put a further dent in collections. � at’s why we’re 
so grateful for the donors who provide for our 
blood supply during National Volunteer Blood 
Donor Month and throughout the year.

Blood donation is a safe, simple procedure 
that takes about 45 minutes to one hour. For 
MVRBC, a photo ID or MVRBC donor card is 
required to donate. All persons age 17 and up 
(or 16, with a signed parental permission form) 

who weigh at least 110 pounds and are in general 
good health meet the basic eligibility require-
ments for blood donation. 

All blood types are needed, but the demand 
for type O-Negative red blood cells and type AB 
plasma is especially high because these are uni-
versal products that can be transfused to patients 
of all blood types. � ese types are frequently 
used to treat trauma victims, who may need to 
receive a blood transfusion before their blood 
type is known.

Blood donors make a difference! 
Meet Milo and Brooks

� e Beard brothers, Milo and Brooks, 
both received blood transfusions provided by 
volunteer donors at the time of their birth. 
Today, they are healthy, growing boys who help 
with the “Beard Brothers Give Back” blood drive 
in their hometown. 

Kirby Winn serves as public 
relations manager for Central 
Illinois Community Blood Center, 
Community Blood Services of Illinois 
and Mississippi Valley Regional 
Blood Center. He is grateful to 
everyone who supports the blood 
supply, especially during National 
Volunteer Blood Donor Month.  
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Donate today by contacting 
your local blood center!



Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 “Some of my patients consider me 
the last stop for people who have vision 
loss,” said Dr. Weingart, one of only a 
few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fi tting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the 
 leading cause of blindness and vision 
loss in people over 50. Despite this, 
most adults are not familiar with the 
 condition. As many as 25% of those 
over the age of 50 have some degree 
of macular degeneration. The macula 

reported that 56% of patients treated 
with a high-dose combination of vita-
mins experienced improved vision 
after six months.
 While age is the most signifi cant 
risk factor for developing the disease, 
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular 
 disease, and high blood pressure have 
also been identifi ed as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to fi gure out 
everything and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning, especially 
driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefi t of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. Weingart. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a 
 consul tation, give Dr. McDaniel or 
Dr. Weingart a call. You can also visit 
our websites.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com
1-618-566-8899

Offi  ce located in Mascoutah, Illinois

Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

www.FoxValleyLowVision.com
1-800-341-8498
Located in Oswego, IL

Ronald Weingart, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.
A scene as it might be viewed by a person 

is only one small part of the retina; 
however, it is the most sensitive and 
gives us sharp central vision. When 
it degenerates, macular  degeneration 
leaves a blind spot right in the  center 
of vision, making it diffi  cult or 
 impossible to recognize faces, read a 
book, or pass the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
form. New research suggests vitamins 
can help. The British medical jour-
nal BMC Ophthalmology recently 

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT



New solar generating site in 
Jo-Carroll Energy’s service area
A utility-scale solar generation site near Thomson in Jo-Carroll Energy’s (JCE) service territory 
is now online and producing renewable energy. 

The York Solar Site, a 1.5-megawatt solar energy array, is owned and operated by ENGIE 
North America. Dairyland Power Cooperative, Jo-Carroll Energy’s whole power provider, has 
a power purchase agreement with ENGIE for the full output of the facility. ENGIE installed, 
owns, operates and maintains the facility.

“The development of local renewable energy is an important step in charting a sustainable 
path for our cooperative membership,” said Mike Casper, JCE president and CEO. 

The solar installation is engineered with a tracking system which follows the path of the sun 
to increase energy production. Beneficial bee and butterfly habitat is also being developed at the 
York solar energy site. ENGIE is using native seed mixes of grasses and flowers to create a certi-
fied pollinator garden.

The York Solar Site is one of 18 solar installations that Dairyland has under contract for the 
benefit of Jo-Carroll Energy and 23 other member cooperatives with Dairyland’s service terri-
tory in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and Illinois. Together, York Solar and the 17 other sites yield 
25 MW of solar energy, producing enough renewable energy to power nearly 4,000 homes. 

USDA invests $12.8 million 
in rural broadband for 
Illinois families
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Under Secretary for Farm Production and 
Conservation (FPAC) Bill Northey announced 
USDA has invested $12.8 million in high-speed 
broadband infrastructure that will create or 
improve e-Connectivity for more than 1,650 
homes in rural Illinois. This is one of many 

projects announced in the first round of USDA’s 
ReConnect Pilot Program investments.
 “We know that rural communities need 
robust, modern infrastructure to thrive, and 
that includes having access to broadband 
e-Connectivity,” Northey said. “Broadband is no 
longer an amenity. It is essential for education, 
health care and public safety. I’m excited about 
the tremendous benefits broadband will have for 
farmers here in Illinois. USDA is committed to 
being a strong partner to rural communities in 
deploying this critical infrastructure, because  

JANUARY 
CHECKL I ST
Adjust the temp.  

While asleep, turn your 
thermostat back 10-15 
degrees for 8 hours and 
save around 10 percent 
on your heating costs.

Take care of your tires. 
Properly inflated tires 
can save as much as  
11 cents per gallon  
on fuel and extend the  
average life of 
a tire by 4,700 miles.

Find the  
right seat.  
Car seats come in 
many shapes and 
sizes. Find the right 

one for your child at  
nhtsa.gov/campaign/right-seat. 

Tip of the month:   
Defrost door 
locks by coating 
your key in 
hand sanitizer and inserting 
gently into the frozen lock. 
The rubbing alcohol in it 
lowers the freezing point of 
water and melts the ice. 
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Is it a cold or the flu?
During the winter months, doctors 
advise us to avoid crowds and 
people battling colds, wash our 
hands regularly and get plenty 
of fluids and rest. But how do we 
know if we have a cold or the flu?

“The onset of the flu tends 
to be much more rapid,” says 
Dr. Michael Kouimelis, a family 
medicine physician with OSF 
Medical Group. “Whereas the onset 
of a cold tends to gradually come 
on, symptoms such as fever, chills, 
body aches and headache are 
more common with the flu. Less 
common with a cold, although 
they can be present. Sometimes, 
young children will also experience 
some nausea, vomiting or diarrhea 
with the flu, but you don’t see that 
much with adults. Symptoms such 
as congestion and nasal drainage 
tend to be more common with the 
cold than the flu.”

Kouimelis says rarely do 
colds require a visit to your physician. 
Flu, however, is a different story,  
particularly if there are complications.

“Complications with pneumonia 
for people that have congestive 
heart failure or other heart or lung 
diseases can make them more 
likely to have a worsening of their 
symptoms,” he says.

Tips to help ease flu symptoms 
include staying home and getting 
plenty of rest, drink plenty of 
fluids, use an over-the-counter 
medication to ease aches and 
fevers, an expectorant can help 
thin out mucus, take a hot shower 
and breath in the steam, run a 
humidifier, and try nasal saline 
sprays or drops. 

If you experience symptoms 
such as earache, pain in your face 
with thick green or yellow mucus, 
sore throat or cough that won’t go 
away, wheezing, shortness of breath 
or vomiting, call your doctor.

we know when rural America thrives, all of 
America thrives.”
 Wabash Telephone Cooperative, Inc., Louisville, 
Ill., will use a $12.8 million 50 percent loan-grant 
combination to deploy 298 miles of fiber-optic 
cable in unserved areas of Jefferson and Wayne 
counties. This investment is anticipated to reach 
1,684 households, 31 farms, 29 businesses, nine 
educational facilities, two critical community 
facilities and one health care center.
 To learn more about the ReConnect program, 
visit usda.gov/reconnect.  

Fowler receives 2019 
Public Service Award
State Senator Dale Fowler (R-Harrisburg, 59th 
District) received the Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ 
2019 Public Service Award on Dec. 3 at 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative in 
Carrier Mills. The award was made in recognition 
of Sen. Fowler’s dedicated public service to all 
citizens of the state of Illinois and for outstanding 
contributions to the rural electrification program.

Sen. Fowler has been a supporter of Illinois 
electric cooperatives and their member-owners 
on a wide variety of issues related to the coopera-
tive program to support sustainable, affordable 
and reliable electricity. Additionally, he has sup-
ported efforts to advance economic opportunities 
and improve the quality of life for rural residents. 

Sen. Fowler’s 59th Senatorial District includes 
the distribution service territory of SouthEastern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative, Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative and generation cooperative 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative. 

New online reporting 
for SSA scams
The Social Security Administration (SSA) and  
the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) 
recently announced the launch of an online form 
at https://oig.ssa.gov to receive reports from the 
public of Social Security-related scams. These 
scams – in which fraudulent callers mislead 
victims into making cash or gift card payments to 
avoid arrest for purported Social Security number 
problems – skyrocketed over the past year to 
become the number one type of fraud reported to 
the Federal Trade Commission and SSA.

“We are taking action to raise awareness and 
prevent scammers from harming Americans,” 
SSA Commissioner Andrew Saul said. “I am 
deeply troubled that our country has not been 
able to stop these crooks from deceiving some of 
the most vulnerable members of our society.”

Commissioner Saul encourages the pub-
lic to use the new online form to report Social 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 8

Pictured left to right are: Bill Northey, USDA under-secretary for 
farm production and conservation; Barry Adair, CEO, Wabash 
Communications; and Douglas Wilson, USDA Rural Development 
state director. 

Senator Dale Fowler receives the Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ 2019 
Public Service Award. First row, l to r: Duane Noland, president/CEO, 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC); Steve Prest, 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association (EECA) board president; 
Sen. Fowler; Joe Marlo, SouthEastern Illinois Electric (SEIEC) board 
member; Stefanie Tripp, SEIEC administrative assistant; Dustin 
Tripp, SEIEC president/CEO; James Smith and Justin Webb, SEIEC 
attorneys. Second row: Brad Austin, EECA engineering/operations 
manager; Shane Hermetz, EECA general manager; Nick Reitz, AIEC 
vice president of government relations; Don Gulley, president/CEO, 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative; Daryl Donjon, president/CEO, 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, Inc.; Greg Cruse, SEIEC 
administrative and finance manager; and Scott Ury, AIEC board 
secretary and Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative board member.
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Security phone scams including robo-
calls and live callers, as well as email, text 
and in-person scams. Th e form allows 
people to create a unique Personal 
Identifi cation Number (PIN), so if OIG 
contacts a person about their report, 
they will know if the call is legitimate.

Social Security employees do occa-
sionally contact people – generally 
those who have ongoing business with 
the agency – by telephone for business 
purposes. However, Social Security 
employees will never threaten a person, 
or promise a Social Security benefi t 
approval, or increase, in exchange for 
information or money. In those cases, 
the call is fraudulent and people should 
just hang up.

Th e agency mainly calls people 
who have recently applied for a Social 
Security benefi t, someone who is already 
receiving payments and requires an 
update to their record, or a person who 
has requested a call from the agency. 

Social Security will not:
• Tell you that your Social Security 

number has been suspended.
• Contact you to demand an immediate 

payment.
• Ask for credit or debit card numbers 

over the phone.
• Require a specifi c means of debt 

repayment, like a prepaid debit card, 
a retail gift  card or cash.

• Demand that you pay a Social 
Security debt without the ability to 
appeal the amount you owe.

• Promise a Social Security benefi t 
approval, or increase, in exchange 
for information or money. 
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Change
from 2018

Consumer-members give co-ops high marks across the board for performance but registered 
their highest satisfaction ever with co-ops being a “partner” in controlling energy use.
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Quickly RESTORING electric 
service after an outage.
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information about energy use 

    and consumer choices.

Being a PARTNER in helping 
members control household 
energy use and save money.
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Members Have a High 
Opinion of Their Co-op

Source: Survey of 750 electric co-op members, July 2019, margin of error +|-3.6% by Frederick Polls

Feb.
2014

March
2015

Nov.
2015

June
2016

April
2018

July
2019

Too High

Perception of Electric Rates
More than half of survey respondents said their co-op’s rates are “about right” or “a bit low.”

30

40

50

60

 46%  44%  43%
 37%

 53%
 56%

 53% 52%
 56%  59%

 46%
 41%

Right/Low

have a positive opinion of their co-op as 
a trusted source of information about 
energy use and consumer choices.

83%

New Report

Change
from 2018

Consumer-members give co-ops high marks across the board for performance but registered 
their highest satisfaction ever with co-ops being a “partner” in controlling energy use.

Co-op Performance on Specific Traits 
Total
positive

Very positive Somewhat positive

Providing RELIABLE
electric service.

Quickly RESTORING electric 
service after an outage.

COMMUNICATING and keeping 
members INFORMED about 
actions the co-op is taking.

Being a TRUSTED SOURCE for 
information about energy use 

    and consumer choices.

Being a PARTNER in helping 
members control household 
energy use and save money.

68%

65%

47% 37%

39% 44%

39% 44%

27%

27% 95%

92%

84%

83%

83%

+1

+2

+5

+5

+10

Members Have a High 
Opinion of Their Co-op

Source: Survey of 750 electric co-op members, July 2019, margin of error +|-3.6% by Frederick Polls

Feb.
2014

March
2015

Nov.
2015

June
2016

April
2018

July
2019

Too High

Perception of Electric Rates
More than half of survey respondents said their co-op’s rates are “about right” or “a bit low.”

30

40

50

60

 46%  44%  43%
 37%

 53%
 56%

 53% 52%
 56%  59%

 46%
 41%

Right/Low

have a positive opinion of their co-op as 
a trusted source of information about 
energy use and consumer choices.

83%

New Report

Change
from 2018

Consumer-members give co-ops high marks across the board for performance but registered 
their highest satisfaction ever with co-ops being a “partner” in controlling energy use.

Co-op Performance on Specific Traits 
Total
positive

Very positive Somewhat positive

Providing RELIABLE
electric service.

Quickly RESTORING electric 
service after an outage.

COMMUNICATING and keeping 
members INFORMED about 
actions the co-op is taking.

Being a TRUSTED SOURCE for 
information about energy use 

    and consumer choices.

Being a PARTNER in helping 
members control household 
energy use and save money.

68%

65%

47% 37%

39% 44%

39% 44%

27%

27% 95%

92%

84%

83%

83%

+1

+2

+5

+5

+10

Members Have a High 
Opinion of Their Co-op

Source: Survey of 750 electric co-op members, July 2019, margin of error +|-3.6% by Frederick Polls

A partner and trusted source
Electric cooperative members across 

the country are increasingly satisfi ed with 
the performance of their electric co-ops, 
and more than ever before see them as 
trusted sources for information on keep-
ing their energy costs low. Th ese are among 
the key fi ndings of a recent national sur-
vey by Frederick Polls commissioned by 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA), the national trade 
association representing more than 900 
electric cooperatives. 

Th e survey found increased satisfaction 
over 2018 numbers from respondents who 
say their electric co-op keeps them informed 
about its actions (84 percent) and is a 
trusted source for information about energy 
use and devices, including solar energy (83 
percent). It also recorded an increase from 
2018 in co-op members who say their elec-
tric co-op is a partner in understanding 
energy technologies and controlling energy 
costs (83 percent). 

“We hear a lot of stories about how 
Americans are losing faith in institutions 

like big companies and government, but 
that’s clearly not the case with electric coop-
eratives,” says NRECA Communications 
Senior Vice President Scott  Peterson. “Th e 
positive view that members have of [elec-
tric] co-ops is a testament to their reputa-
tion as honest brokers and entities who 
truly care about their communities.” 

A telephone survey, which has been con-
ducted annually for the past six years, polled 
750 co-op members in mid-July. It has a 
margin of error of 3.6 percent. 

Other data shows electric co-ops holding 
steady with prior surveys on overall job per-
formance (93 percent positive), providing 
reliable electric service (95 percent positive) 
and quickly restoring power aft er outages 
(92 percent positive). 

Electric co-ops care about the local com-
munities they serve and want to be the 
trusted energy source for their members. If 
you have questions about your energy use or 
ways you can make your home more effi  cient 
to save money on your energy bills, contact 
your electric co-op – they’re ready to help. 

20%
OFF

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

SUPER COUPON

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside 
Track Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day 
Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, safes, storage cabinets, chests or 
carts, trailers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Atlas, Bauer, Central Machinery, Cobra, 
CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, 
Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior 
purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 3/2/20.

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was 
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 3/2/20 
while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day. 

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 3/2/20.

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

* 50635790 *
 5 0 6 3 5 7 9 0 

* 50645521 *
 5 0 6 4 5 5 2 1 

* 50704480 *
 5 0 7 0 4 4 8 0 

* 50689159 *
 5 0 6 8 9 1 5 9 

* 50681341 *
 5 0 6 8 1 3 4 1 

* 50667100 *
 5 0 6 6 7 1 0 0 

* 50691229 *
 5 0 6 9 1 2 2 9 

* 50689060 *
 5 0 6 8 9 0 6 0 

* 50677602 *
 5 0 6 7 7 6 0 2 

* 50659044 *
 5 0 6 5 9 0 4 4 

* 50694129 *
 5 0 6 9 4 1 2 9 

* 50689150 *
 5 0 6 8 9 1 5 0 

* 50678735 *
 5 0 6 7 8 7 3 5 

* 50666970 *
 5 0 6 6 6 9 7 0 

* 50690517 *
 5 0 6 9 0 5 1 7 

* 50688533 *
 5 0 6 8 8 5 3 3 

* 50677083 *
 5 0 6 7 7 0 8 3 

* 50654486 *
 5 0 6 5 4 4 8 6 

* 50646461 *
 5 0 6 4 6 4 6 1 

COMPARE TO
$ 1352 PERFORMANCE 

TOOL MODEL: W2364

• Super-Strong,
Ultra-Lightweight 

Composite Plastic
• Magnetic Base & 360° Swivel

Hook for Hands-Free Operation
• 3-AAA Batteries (included)
• 144 Lumens

ALL IN A SINGLE
SUPER POWERFUL LIGHT

SUPER BRIGHT LED /SMD
WORK LIGHT/FLASHLIGHT

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

OVER 5,000
 5 STAR REVIEWSCustomer Rating

ITEM 63878/63991
64005/69567/60566

63601/ 67227 shown

ITEM 38970/ 92486/39757/60496/62398 / 61897  shown

SAVE  39% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOWNOW

$ 1 1 99  

 30" x 18" HARDWOOD DOLLY 

COMPARE TO

$ 1997 
 MILWAUKEE 

MODEL:  33700 

•  1000 lb. capacity 

$ 1599 

ITEM 
 62523 SAVE  $559 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 449 99  

$ 49999 
COMPARE TO
 HONDA MODEL:  EU2000i 

$ 1,009 

 2000 WATT SUPER QUIET 
INVERTER GENERATOR 

•  12 hour run time 

ITEM  42367 SAVE  75% 

Customer Rating

NOW

 99¢ 

 SUPER GLUE
PACK OF 3 

COMPARE TO

$ 398 
 GORILLA 

MODEL:  78001 

$ 169 

ITEM  64498 / 64497  shown

SAVE 
 50% 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 39 99  

 14" ELECTRIC 
CHAIN SAW 

COMPARE TO

$ 8074 
 CRAFTSMAN 

MODEL:  071-45247 

$ 4999 

ITEM  5889/62281 / 61637  shown

SAVE  
 83% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 0 99  

 29 PIECE
TITANIUM

DRILL BIT SET 

COMPARE TO

$ 6814 
 DEWALT 

MODEL:  DW1369 

$ 1899 

ITEM  68998/63248/64080/64263 / 63091  shown

SAVE  
 54% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 130 PIECE TOOL KIT 
WITH CASE 

COMPARE TO $ 6639 
ANVIL MODEL: A137HOS $ 3999 

SAVE 
33%

SUPER 
COUPON

* 50659044 *

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 5000 LUMEN LED 
HANGING SHOP LIGHT 

ITEM  64410 

Customer Rating

$ 2999 

46-3/8"

ITEM  69645 / 60625  shown

SAVE  
 44% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

shown

NOWNOW

$ 9 99  

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER 

COMPARE TO

$ 1799 
 PERFORMAX 

MODEL:  2411-1 

$ 1499 

ITEM  69385/62388/62409/62698 / 30900  shown

SAVE 
 50% 

Customer Rating

SAVE 

NOWNOWNOW

$ 3 99  

 10" PNEUMATIC TIRE 

COMPARE TO $ 809 
 FARM & RANCH MODEL:  FR1055 

$ 599 

ITEM  63419/67646/62514/63418 / 63417  shown

SAVE  $189 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 09 99  

 17 FT. TYPE IA
MULTI-TASK LADDER 

COMPARE TO

$ 29899 
 LITTLE GIANT 

MODEL:  XE M17 

•  Versatile - 24 confi gurations
• Safe + Secure + Stable
• Super Strong - Holds 300 lbs.
• Weighs 34 lbs. 

$ 13999 

12" DUAL-BEVEL SLIDING 
COMPOUND MITER SAW
WITH LED AND LASER GUIDE

BLADE INCLUDED

VALUE

$1999

FREE

6-1/2" VERTICAL CROWN MOLDING CAPACITY

4-1/2" TALL SLIDING FENCES

LASER GUIDE LIGHT & LED WORK LIGHT

 
COMPARE TO

RYOBI MODEL: TSS120L

ITEM  64686 

SAVE  $90 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 179 
$ 269 

$ 19999 

3-1/2" VERTICAL CROWN MOLDING CAPACITY

2-5/8" TALL SLIDING FENCES

LASER GUIDE LIGHT

 

MODEL: 8637

BETTERGOOD

ITEM  61970/56597/56775 / 61969  shown

SAVE  $73 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 14499 

12" DUAL-BEVEL SLIDING 
COMPOUND MITER SAW

$ 21871 

 Not available 
in AZ, OH, OK 

and VA. 

$ 18999 
COMPARE TO

PROFESSIONAL 
WOODWORKER

 Blade sold 
separately. 

ITEM  56621/56622/56623 / 56624  shown

SAVE 
 $45 

SUPER 
COUPON

NOWNOWNOW

$ 89 99  

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON STEEL
HEAVY DUTY FLOOR JACK 

COMPARE TO $ 13527  POWERBUILT MODEL:  647593 

•  Weighs 
70 lbs. 

$ 9999 

 #1 SELLING JACKS IN AMERICA 

Customer Rating

ITEM  60581/3418 
 60653  shown

SAVE  49% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 2/10/50 AMP, 12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER AND

ENGINE STARTER 

COMPARE TO $ 5977  SCHUMACHER 
ELECTRIC MODEL:  SE-1250 

$ 5499 

ITEM 61437, 90912, 61435,
90913,  61436 ,  90909  shown

SAVE 
 75% 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

 LATEX COATED 
WORK GLOVES 

NOW

$ 1 49  

COMPARE TO

$ 598 
 BLUE HAWK 

MODEL:  LW30700-L 

$ 199 

ITEM  69505/62418 / 66537  shown

SAVE  
 70% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 72" x 80"
MOVING

BLANKET 

COMPARE TO

$ 1999 
 BLUE HAWK 

MODEL:  77280 $ 899 

Customer Rating

$ 279 99  
YOUR CHOICE
OF 6 COLORS

Item 64434, 64432,  64162 , 56104, 56105, 56106

• 9800 cu. in. of storage
• 1000 lb. capacity
• Weighs 175 lbs.

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON
$1,750
MODEL: KRA4008FPBO

SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
 $1,470 

 26" x 22" SINGLE BANK EXTRA DEEP CABINETS 

$ 29999 

hft_illinoiscountryliving_0120_M-REG168804.indd   1 11/13/19   3:40 PM
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Feb.
2014

March
2015

Nov.
2015

June
2016

April
2018

July
2019

Too High

Perception of Electric Rates
More than half of survey respondents said their co-op’s rates are “about right” or “a bit low.”

30

40

50

60

 46%  44%  43%
 37%

 53%
 56%

 53% 52%
 56%  59%

 46%
 41%

Right/Low

have a positive opinion of their co-op as 
a trusted source of information about 
energy use and consumer choices.

83%

New Report

Change
from 2018

Consumer-members give co-ops high marks across the board for performance but registered 
their highest satisfaction ever with co-ops being a “partner” in controlling energy use.

Co-op Performance on Specific Traits 
Total
positive

Very positive Somewhat positive

Providing RELIABLE
electric service.

Quickly RESTORING electric 
service after an outage.

COMMUNICATING and keeping 
members INFORMED about 
actions the co-op is taking.

Being a TRUSTED SOURCE for 
information about energy use 

    and consumer choices.

Being a PARTNER in helping 
members control household 
energy use and save money.

68%

65%

47% 37%

39% 44%

39% 44%

27%

27% 95%

92%

84%

83%

83%

+1

+2

+5

+5

+10

Members Have a High 
Opinion of Their Co-op

Source: Survey of 750 electric co-op members, July 2019, margin of error +|-3.6% by Frederick Polls

20%
OFF

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

SUPER COUPON

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside 
Track Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day 
Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, safes, storage cabinets, chests or 
carts, trailers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Atlas, Bauer, Central Machinery, Cobra, 
CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, 
Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior 
purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 3/2/20.

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was 
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 3/2/20 
while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day. 

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 3/2/20.

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  3/2/20 *

* 50635790 *
 5 0 6 3 5 7 9 0 

* 50645521 *
 5 0 6 4 5 5 2 1 

* 50704480 *
 5 0 7 0 4 4 8 0 

* 50689159 *
 5 0 6 8 9 1 5 9 

* 50681341 *
 5 0 6 8 1 3 4 1 

* 50667100 *
 5 0 6 6 7 1 0 0 

* 50691229 *
 5 0 6 9 1 2 2 9 

* 50689060 *
 5 0 6 8 9 0 6 0 

* 50677602 *
 5 0 6 7 7 6 0 2 

* 50659044 *
 5 0 6 5 9 0 4 4 

* 50694129 *
 5 0 6 9 4 1 2 9 

* 50689150 *
 5 0 6 8 9 1 5 0 

* 50678735 *
 5 0 6 7 8 7 3 5 

* 50666970 *
 5 0 6 6 6 9 7 0 

* 50690517 *
 5 0 6 9 0 5 1 7 

* 50688533 *
 5 0 6 8 8 5 3 3 

* 50677083 *
 5 0 6 7 7 0 8 3 

* 50654486 *
 5 0 6 5 4 4 8 6 

* 50646461 *
 5 0 6 4 6 4 6 1 

COMPARE TO
$ 1352 PERFORMANCE 

TOOL MODEL: W2364

• Super-Strong,
Ultra-Lightweight 

Composite Plastic
• Magnetic Base & 360° Swivel

Hook for Hands-Free Operation
• 3-AAA Batteries (included)
• 144 Lumens

ALL IN A SINGLE
SUPER POWERFUL LIGHT

SUPER BRIGHT LED /SMD
WORK LIGHT/FLASHLIGHT

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

OVER 5,000
 5 STAR REVIEWSCustomer Rating

ITEM 63878/63991
64005/69567/60566

63601/ 67227 shown

ITEM 38970/ 92486/39757/60496/62398 / 61897  shown

SAVE  39% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOWNOW

$ 1 1 99  

 30" x 18" HARDWOOD DOLLY 

COMPARE TO

$ 1997 
 MILWAUKEE 

MODEL:  33700 

•  1000 lb. capacity 

$ 1599 

ITEM 
 62523 SAVE  $559 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 449 99  

$ 49999 
COMPARE TO
 HONDA MODEL:  EU2000i 

$ 1,009 

 2000 WATT SUPER QUIET 
INVERTER GENERATOR 

•  12 hour run time 

ITEM  42367 SAVE  75% 

Customer Rating

NOW

 99¢ 

 SUPER GLUE
PACK OF 3 

COMPARE TO

$ 398 
 GORILLA 

MODEL:  78001 

$ 169 

ITEM  64498 / 64497  shown

SAVE 
 50% 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 39 99  

 14" ELECTRIC 
CHAIN SAW 

COMPARE TO

$ 8074 
 CRAFTSMAN 

MODEL:  071-45247 

$ 4999 

ITEM  5889/62281 / 61637  shown

SAVE  
 83% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 0 99  

 29 PIECE
TITANIUM

DRILL BIT SET 

COMPARE TO

$ 6814 
 DEWALT 

MODEL:  DW1369 

$ 1899 

ITEM  68998/63248/64080/64263 / 63091  shown

SAVE  
 54% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 130 PIECE TOOL KIT 
WITH CASE 

COMPARE TO $ 6639 
ANVIL MODEL: A137HOS $ 3999 

SAVE 
33%

SUPER 
COUPON

* 50659044 *

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 5000 LUMEN LED 
HANGING SHOP LIGHT 

ITEM  64410 

Customer Rating

$ 2999 

46-3/8"

ITEM  69645 / 60625  shown

SAVE  
 44% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

shown

NOWNOW

$ 9 99  

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER 

COMPARE TO

$ 1799 
 PERFORMAX 

MODEL:  2411-1 

$ 1499 

ITEM  69385/62388/62409/62698 / 30900  shown

SAVE 
 50% 

Customer Rating

SAVE 

NOWNOWNOW

$ 3 99  

 10" PNEUMATIC TIRE 

COMPARE TO $ 809 
 FARM & RANCH MODEL:  FR1055 

$ 599 

ITEM  63419/67646/62514/63418 / 63417  shown

SAVE  $189 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 09 99  

 17 FT. TYPE IA
MULTI-TASK LADDER 

COMPARE TO

$ 29899 
 LITTLE GIANT 

MODEL:  XE M17 

•  Versatile - 24 confi gurations
• Safe + Secure + Stable
• Super Strong - Holds 300 lbs.
• Weighs 34 lbs. 

$ 13999 

12" DUAL-BEVEL SLIDING 
COMPOUND MITER SAW
WITH LED AND LASER GUIDE

BLADE INCLUDED

VALUE

$1999

FREE

6-1/2" VERTICAL CROWN MOLDING CAPACITY

4-1/2" TALL SLIDING FENCES

LASER GUIDE LIGHT & LED WORK LIGHT

 
COMPARE TO

RYOBI MODEL: TSS120L

ITEM  64686 

SAVE  $90 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 179 
$ 269 

$ 19999 

3-1/2" VERTICAL CROWN MOLDING CAPACITY

2-5/8" TALL SLIDING FENCES

LASER GUIDE LIGHT

 

MODEL: 8637

BETTERGOOD

ITEM  61970/56597/56775 / 61969  shown

SAVE  $73 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 14499 

12" DUAL-BEVEL SLIDING 
COMPOUND MITER SAW

$ 21871 

 Not available 
in AZ, OH, OK 

and VA. 

$ 18999 
COMPARE TO

PROFESSIONAL 
WOODWORKER

 Blade sold 
separately. 

ITEM  56621/56622/56623 / 56624  shown

SAVE 
 $45 

SUPER 
COUPON

NOWNOWNOW

$ 89 99  

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON STEEL
HEAVY DUTY FLOOR JACK 

COMPARE TO $ 13527  POWERBUILT MODEL:  647593 

•  Weighs 
70 lbs. 

$ 9999 

 #1 SELLING JACKS IN AMERICA 

Customer Rating

ITEM  60581/3418 
 60653  shown

SAVE  49% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 2/10/50 AMP, 12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER AND

ENGINE STARTER 

COMPARE TO $ 5977  SCHUMACHER 
ELECTRIC MODEL:  SE-1250 

$ 5499 

ITEM 61437, 90912, 61435,
90913,  61436 ,  90909  shown

SAVE 
 75% 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

 LATEX COATED 
WORK GLOVES 

NOW

$ 1 49  

COMPARE TO

$ 598 
 BLUE HAWK 

MODEL:  LW30700-L 

$ 199 

ITEM  69505/62418 / 66537  shown

SAVE  
 70% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 72" x 80"
MOVING

BLANKET 

COMPARE TO

$ 1999 
 BLUE HAWK 

MODEL:  77280 $ 899 

Customer Rating

$ 279 99  
YOUR CHOICE
OF 6 COLORS

Item 64434, 64432,  64162 , 56104, 56105, 56106

• 9800 cu. in. of storage
• 1000 lb. capacity
• Weighs 175 lbs.

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON
$1,750
MODEL: KRA4008FPBO

SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
 $1,470 

 26" x 22" SINGLE BANK EXTRA DEEP CABINETS 

$ 29999 

hft_illinoiscountryliving_0120_M-REG168804.indd   1 11/13/19   3:40 PM



NEVER drive over a downed power line.

It could pull down the pole and other equipment, creating 
additional hazards.

If you see a downed line, do not get out of your car. 
The safest place is inside the vehicle. 

Call 911 to notify emergency personnel and the utility of 
the downed line.

SafetyTip for Smart Drivers:

the downed line.
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Where else can you take a 
wilderness hike through a national 
forest at dawn, enjoy delectable 
Thai cuisine at a trendy local bistro 
for lunch, and see a classic fi lm to 
wind down the evening at a historic 
theater... all without traveling more 
than a few miles? Only Carbondale.

126 S. Illinois Ave. | Carbondale, IL 62901
618.529.4451 | carbondaletourism.org

ExploreExploreExploreExploreExploreExplore

©2020 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Certain restrictions apply. Ref Code 607

800-447-7436 | MORTONBUILDINGS.COM

Your dream garage begins with limited-time savings when you 
commit during Building Value Days. Now through February 29.

A ride preserved for generations.
IN THE BUILDING made for generations.

Morton_ILCountryLiv_1.20.qxp_Layout 1  11/20/19  11:47 AM  Page 1

Every issue of Illinois Country 
Living is delivered to the mailboxes 
of over 191,000 homes, farms and 
businesses throughout Illinois. With 
a readership of over half a million, 
no other publication — magazine 
or newspaper — even comes close 
to reaching so many potential 
customers for your product, service 
or destination. Find out how easy it 
is to advertise and to take advantage 
of Illinois’ Most Powerful Reach! 

Contact Us
info@icl.coop

Put your message in over 
191,000 Illinois mailboxes

 JANUARY 2020 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 11



Rockton Yeti Fest
JA N UA RY 

29
F E B R UA RY 

1-
   Yeti Fest is where the abominable snow people 

of Rockton  come out to enjoy winter activities. 
Watch amazing snow sculptures being carved 

and a giant community snow fort being built. Other activities include 
yeti hunting, ice skating, dog sled mushing and yeti-special eating, 
drinking and shopping. 

Jan. 29-Feb. 1, 2020; all day
Settlers Park, 150 Hawick St., Rockton
Admission is free
815-624-7600 or Rockton Yeti Fest on Facebook

LET’S GO!

4
Alton-Audubon 

Eagle Ice Festival
ALTON

Enjoy winter games 
and watch ice sculptors 

create works of art

11-25
Eagle Shuttle 

Tours
ALTON

Take a 45-minute 
trip to spots along 
the Mississippi to 
try to spot eagles

25
Galena Whiskey 

Weekend
GALENA

Cheers to over 100 
whiskey offerings

26
Pere Marquette 

Bald Eagle 
Festival
GRAFTON

Experience the 
magni� cence of the 
bald eagle � rsthand

For more 
information, a 

complete listing 
of events or to 

submit an event, 
visit icl.coop/

datebook.

Winter Horseback Riding
Enjoy a winter adventure horseback riding in Shawnee 
National Forest. With all the foliage gone from the trees, 
winter offers some great views of bluffs and rock 

formations in the area. Enjoy the beautiful countryside. Due to milder 
winters, several southern Illinois stables offer year-round riding, with 
or without guide service. 

Jan. 1-31, 2020
Lake Glendale Stables Equestrian Center
201 A Lake Glendale Rd., Golconda
See website for admission rates
618-949-3737 or http://www.lakeglendalestables.com/

Bald Eagle Watch
JA N UA RY

4
The watch is dedicated to understanding, appreciating 
and protecting our national symbol. Trained naturalists 
and volunteers will be on hand to share their enthusiasm 

and knowledge of these and other birds of prey. This family-
friendly event includes a variety of indoor programs which start 
at 10 a.m. and continue throughout the day. Food will be available 
for purchase.

Jan. 4, 2020; 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Lock and Dam 13, 4999 Lock Rd., Fulton
Admission is free
815-273-2732 or http://stewardsumrr.org/2020-clinton-bald-eagle-watch/

Magni� cent Mozart (2 locations)
Enjoy an evening of magni� cent music as the Illinois 
Symphony Orchestra presents Mozart’s masterful Sinfonia 
Concertante with Concertmaster Roy Meyer and Principal 

Viola Nicholas Jeffery. Jennifer Higdon’s energetic To The Point and 
Stravinsky’s rhythmically charged Dumbarton Oaks, inspired by Bach’s 
Brandenburg Concertos, round out this playful program. Join us after 
for Coda Conversations. 

Jan. 24, 2020; 7:30-9 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church, 321 S. 7th St., Spring� eld 800-401-7222 
Jan. 25, 2020; 7:30-9 p.m.
Second Presbyterian Church, 313 N. East St., Bloomington 309-434-2777
Admission is $20, Students (6-26 with ID) $6; Under 5 free with paying 
adult. Tickets available by calling venue. 

JA N UA RY

1-31

JA N UA RY

24
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“I get my power from my co-op so I can put my 
energy into waking up the neighborhood. Co-op 

members aren’t just customers, they’re family, 
working together to create a different kind of 

energy network, one that puts members first.”

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives. 
Your source of power. And information.

“I get my power from my co-op so I can put my 
energy into waking up the neighborhood. Co-op 

members aren’t just customers, they’re family, 
working together to create a different kind of 

energy network, one that puts members first.”

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives. 
Your source of power. And information.

“I get my power from my co-op so I can put my 
energy into waking up the neighborhood. Co-op 

members aren’t just customers, they’re family, 
working together to create a different kind of 

energy network, one that puts members first.”

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives. 
Your source of power. And information.



Start the new year right with energy savings
Dear Pat and Brad: My neighbor claims 
they were able to cut their energy bills 
nearly in half. Is that even possible? 
What would I have to do to get there? 
It sounds like it would take a lot of 
time and money.  – Luke

D E A R  L U K E :  T H E  S TO RY  you heard 
is not far-fetched. We’ve been 
involved with energy efficiency 
programs that have achieved those 
kinds of results. Let’s talk about 
some energy-saving measures you 
can do right away and how to plan 
for greater savings down the road.

Dial in savings
Now: The first place to start is 

your home thermostat. In most 
homes, the largest portion of the 
energy bill goes toward heating and 
cooling. Setting back your ther-
mostat by 7 to 10 degrees for eight 
hours a day can save you up to 10 
percent a year on heating and cool-
ing. In the winter, you could aim for 
56 F at night and when no one is at 
home, and 68 F when you’re up and 
around. If you’re used to a warmer 
house, it may mean throwing on a 

sweater or pair of slippers. It should 
be noted this tactic is not as effec-
tive for some homes with radiant 
heat systems.

Later: Make sure to adjust 
your air conditioning settings next 

summer. If you have 
a manual thermo-
stat and don’t always 
remember to adjust it, 
consider purchasing 
a smart thermostat, 
or at least one that’s 
programmable.

Set refrigerator 
and freezer temps 
for efficiency

Now: Make sure 
your refrigerator and 
freezer aren’t set to a 
colder temperature 
than needed. The 
fridge should be at 
38 F to 40 F and the 
freezer compartment 
should be 5 F. If you 
have a separate chest 

freezer, set it to 0 F. Also check your 
water heater setting. You should 
aim for a setting of 120 F.

Later: Old refrigerators and 
freezers can use a lot of electricity. 
If yours was made before 1993, you 
can save upwards of $65 a year with 
a new ENERGY STAR® model. If 
you eliminate a second refrigerator 
or freezer, you can save even more, 
especially if they are stored in your 
garage.

Maximize the heat you’ve got
Now: Look around each room 

and make sure the vents and radia-
tors aren’t blocked by furniture 
or other objects. If the floors feel 
cold even when the room is warm, 
put down area rugs for additional 
warmth. Open curtains and blinds 
to let the sunshine in, and close 
them at night. 

Later: Enlist the help of an 
energy auditor or HVAC specialist 
to test for duct leakage and ensure 
your whole system is balanced and 
running efficiently.

Make bright moves with your lights
Now: The obvious first step is 

to make sure lights are turned off 
when they’re not in use. You can 
do this manually or employ one of 
many automated strategies. If you’re 
still using incandescent bulbs, you 
could switch the five most-used 
bulbs to LEDs and save about $75 
per year. LEDs last much longer 
and use about one-fourth as much 
energy. Prices on LED bulbs have 
decreased in the past few years, and 
you can save more if you buy them 
in packs.

Later: Over time, plan to 
replace all your old incandescent 
bulbs, and consider smart lighting 
options that can be programmed to 
turn off when a room is not in use. 

Eliminate drafts
Now: Look carefully around 

your home for signs of air leaks. If 
you have a gap under an exterior 
door, you can block it with a towel 
or better yet, install some weather 
stripping. Make sure windows are 
sealed with caulk, and you can also 
seal areas around plumbing and 
wiring penetrations.  

Later: Have an energy auditor 
do a blower door test, which is the 
best way to identify all air leaks. 

Taking some of these easy steps 
now should provide some quick 
energy savings. To save even more, 
you’ll need a plan that includes the 
“later” steps we’ve shared above. An 
energy audit can help you deter-
mine a much better plan, and your 
electric co-op may be able to pro-
vide an audit or recommend a qual-
ified local auditor. 

This column was co-written by 
Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen 
of Collaborative Efficiency. For 
more info on energy efficiency, 
visit collaborativeefficiency.com/
energytips.

For maximum efficiency, your 
fridge should be between 
38 F to 40 F, and the freezer 
compartment should be set 
to 5 F. 
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Smart security options for your home
M A N Y  C O N S U M E R S  A R E  B E G I N N I N G 

to realize the convenience and com-
fort that smart home technologies 
provide. Smart home devices are 
different than traditional devices 
because they are connected to the 
internet and have the potential to 
communicate with other electron-
ics. A smarter home can save time 

and reduce stress, especially with a 
smart home assistant that can inte-
grate all the devices together, like 
Amazon Alexa or Google Home.

One reason many people are 
deciding to make their homes 
smarter is because of safety. 
Homeowners want peace of mind 
when it comes to the protection 
of their family, and smart security 
devices are a great way to keep your 
home secure. 

Most smart home security 
options are remotely accessible 
through smartphone applications, 
or apps. Whether at work or on 
vacation, you can keep an eye on 
your home at any time, in any place. 
If you’re looking for ways to update 
the security of your home, these rel-
atively new smart security technolo-
gies provide great options. 

 Smart security cameras
Security cameras are one of the 

basics of technology used to monitor 

your home. Many models are weath-
erproof, making them suitable for 
indoor or outdoor use. Wireless 
cameras are a great option because 
they allow for placement anywhere 
inside or outside the home, but 
wired versions are less expensive. 
There are many smart security cam-
eras available on the market that 
offer a variety of features like free 
cloud storage, built-in spotlights or 
motion-activated sensors. 

Camera prices vary based on 
features and capabilities, but if a 
wired model will meet your needs, 
you can purchase the Wyze security 
camera for about $40 on Amazon.
com. If you want to go wireless and 
can pay a little more, a model like 
the Ring Spotlight Cam costs about 
$200 and is a solid option. 

 Smart doorbells
If you want to see who’s at your 

front door at any time, a smart 
doorbell can do just that. Many 
smart doorbells can capture footage 
up to a few hours or can keep foot-
age just before a disturbance was 
detected. Smart doorbells are simi-
lar to smart security cameras, but 
instead are built into the doorbell 
instead of a separate camera. A key 
difference is that a smart camera 
captures footage all the time, while 
the smart doorbell only captures 
footage when it detects motion or 
when someone rings the doorbell. 

Most smart doorbells cost about 
$200 and up, but if you’re on a bud-
get, the Ring Video Doorbell is avail-
able for $100 on Amazon.com and 
can be powered wirelessly by battery 
or connect to your home wiring.

Smart locks
Another option to upgrade your 

traditional security to a smarter ver-
sion is by installing a smart lock 
system. You can control access to 
your home anywhere by simply 

using your phone. Through a smart 
phone app, you can also add per-
manent or temporary users and 
set schedules for specific days and 
times. In addition to safety, smart 
locks can solve many minor issues, 
such as forgetting your keys, lock-
ing the door before bed or letting a 
friend in when you’re not home. 

Most smart lock systems con-
nect to your Wi-Fi network or 
Bluetooth. If you use a smart home 
assistant, like Amazon Alexa or 
Apple HomeKit, consider smart 
locks that can be paired with your 
existing system. Depending on the 
bells and whistles, smart lock sys-
tems range from $150 to $400. 

 Smart security system
For smart security across your 

entire home, a smart security sys-
tem is the best way to reduce your 
overall safety concerns. One advan-
tage of having an entire system is 
that all the smart devices in your 
home will work together, for exam-
ple, having all the doors unlock 
automatically if the smoke alarm 
goes off. 

There are DIY home security 
systems that are typically cheaper, 
and there are professional home 
security systems that cost more in 
subscription fees for professional 
monitoring, which also contacts 
emergency responders in case of 
emergency. 

Depending on your needs and 
budget, all of these smart security 
options can significantly improve 
your home security. With a little 
research, you can determine the 
products that make the most sense 
for you and your family. Smart 
security technologies can make it 
easier for you to relax knowing you 
can control your home’s security 
right from the palm of your hand. 

Maria Kanevsky is a program 
analyst for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the national trade 
association representing 
more than 900 local electric 
cooperatives.

Security cameras, like the 
Ring Spotlight Camera shown 
here, are one of the basics of 
technology used to monitor 
your home. Many models are 
weatherproof, making them 
suitable for indoor or outdoor 
use. Photo Credit: Ring
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By Paul Wesslund

P R E D I C TO R S  O F  F U T U R E  AU TO  and energy forecasts say by the 
end of this new decade, some versions of electric vehicles 
(EVs) could account f or half of auto sales in the world. EV 
sales jumped 75 percent from 2017 to 2018, according to the 
Alliance of Auto Manufacturers, but by the end of 2018, EVs 
still only accounted for less than 2 percent of the overall vehi-
cle market. 

Auto companies see those small numbers as an opportu-
nity for growth. Around the world, they are investing $225 bil-
lion over the next three years to develop more EVs. Industry 
groups report that manufacturers now o� er more than 40 
models of EVs, a number expected to grow to more than 200 
over the next two years.

The e�  ciency of electricity
A study by the American Council for an Energy E�  cient 

Economy (ACEEE) concludes that electricity produces less 
greenhouse gases than other forms of energy, especially with 
the increasing use of renewable power sources to generate 
electricity. � e ACEEE study cites transportation as a sector 
of the economy that could produce the biggest gains in energy 
e�  ciency, mainly due to a shi�  toward EVs. � e study says, 
“Electric vehicles are generally more e�  cient and have lower 
emissions than gasoline or diesel internal combustion engine 
vehicles. � us, operating costs are typically lower for electric 
vehicles.”

While e�  ciency and environmental concerns provide rea-
sons for EV growth, it also helps that they’re ge� ing cheaper. 
One of the biggest costs of an EV is the ba� ery, and compe-
tition is driving down prices. � e incentives for researchers 
and manufacturers to lower costs have reduced ba� ery prices 
about 15 percent a year for the past 20 years. As a result, the 
cost of the ba� ery has dropped from more than half the cost 
of an EV four years ago, to one-third today, and is expected to 
be down to about one-� � h the cost by 2025, according to the 
research � rm BloombergNEF.

Electric buses and ridesharing
As ba� ery prices drop, they get be� er. In the case of a bat-

tery, be� er means they last longer, which addresses one of the 
biggest roadblocks to more people buying EVs. � ere’s a term 
for the concern that an EV ba� ery will run out while on the 
road—range anxiety. 

Ba� eries can now provide a range of 200 miles before 
needing a recharge, well above the 40 miles a day that most 
people drive, even in rural areas. 

Which brings up another roadblock to EVs—how you 
charge them. One easy place to charge is in your garage over-
night, and your electric co-op can help with advice on how 
to do that. � ere are di� erent ways to charge your car, from 
a standard outlet, which takes longer, to higher-voltage tech-
niques that might require an upgrade your co-op can help 
with.

Electric co-ops across the U.S. are also helping to install 
charging stations around the country—another factor people 
will want available before buying an EV. � at number is grow-
ing as well. � e Department of Energy reports that in the past 
two years, the number of EV charging stations in the U.S. has 
increased from 16,000 to 22,000.

Experts expect some of the strongest growth of electric 
transportation to come in specialized uses that could expand 
to wider acceptance. Bloomberg expects by 2040, 81 percent 
of municipal bus sales will be electric. Ridesharing services 
like Ly�  and Uber are another expected market. More than a 
billion people around the world use ridesharing services, and 
the stop-and-go nature of rideshare driving could make the 
greater e�  ciency of EVs a� ractive to those drivers.

As the Bloomberg study concludes, “Electri� cation will 
still take time because the global � eet changes over slowly, but 
once it gets rolling in the 2020s, it starts to spread to many 
other areas of road transport. We see a real possibility that 
global sales of conventional passenger cars have already passed 
their peak.” 

How electric vehicles
will shape the future
of driving



Fireplaces: For extra value, add extra safety 
A  F I R E  I N  T H E  hearth is a warm and 
welcoming part of winter for many 
Americans, but open flames inside 
the home should always be tended 
safely. Before you light your fire-
place, we’re hoping you consider 
safety first.

“Carbon monoxide exposure, 
burns and fire risks are the major 
hazards associated with fireplaces, 
but all of these can be addressed 
with a little planning and prepa-
ration,” says Patty Davis, deputy 
director of communications for 
the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC).

The federal agency, which 
monitors risks to consumers and 
makes recommendations for reduc-
ing potential hazards, cites home 
fireplaces, chimneys and chimney 
connectors as the leading cause of 
residential fires attributed to heating 
equipment. 

During a two-year period ending 
in 2016, fireplaces were associated 

with 19,800 of the more than 
44,000 fires caused by heating and 
cooling equipment, nationwide. 
Those fires were blamed for 30 
deaths and 50 injuries each year, 
causing more than $127 million in 
property damage annually. 

According to the CPSC, an 
open and properly maintained flue 
ensures that fireplace gases can be 
vented to the outside through the 
chimney and closed to help keep 
heat inside the home when the fire-
place is not in use. 

“Make sure that you have a 
protective barrier in front of your 
fireplace to prevent a child or 
grandchild from coming into direct 
contact with the glass front of the 
fire screen,” says Davis. “The surface 
temperature of the glass front can 
heat up to 500 degrees Fahrenheit, 
which can cause very serious burns 
to a child.”

Davis says many new fireplace 
screen sets include protective barriers 

or external screens designed to add 
that extra layer of protection to 
reduce burn risks. 

“If you use your fireplace for 
supplemental heating, you should 
include a full inspection with your 
system checkups,” says Davis. “You 
should also make sure you have at 
least one carbon monoxide detec-
tor on each floor of your home to 
reduce the risks of CO exposure.”

Odorless and colorless, carbon 
monoxide can quickly build up 
in the closed interior spaces of a 
home, leaving all occupants inca-
pacitated, hindering escape. “When 
a CO alarm is activated, people can 
get out and then contact firefighters 
to deal with the carbon monoxide 
buildup that prompted the alarm.”

While carbon monoxide detec-
tors are now required under many 
building codes for new construction 
in homes that include fireplaces, 
they can be installed in older homes 
or on floors where they are needed. 

 “It’s important that people 
install them on every level of their 
homes, outside of sleeping areas,” 
says Davis. 

Fireplaces should be considered 
fuel-burning appliances, subject to 
the same safety precautions, inspec-
tions and maintenance standards 
recommended for other items in 
that category.

“Get a regular inspection, just as 
you would for a furnace or heating 
system,” says Davis. “The inspection 
should be done by a qualified pro-
fessional, so that means you need to 
call a chimney company to do it.”

That inspection not only helps 
to ensure the system is tuned up for 
efficient operation, but it also gives 
the homeowner warning of wear or 
damage that could potentially cause 
fires or other problems once the 
season is underway. 

Derrill Holly writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, the 
national trade association 
representing more than 900 
local electric cooperatives. 
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Each year, millions of collectors and 
silver stackers around the world 
secure freshly struck American Eagle 

Silver Dollars. They are perhaps the most 
widely collected silver bullion coins in the 
world, and right now, you can be among 
the first to secure coins from the U.S. 
Mint’s brand-new 2020 mintage!

2019 Was a Great Year for 
Silver. What Will 2020 Hold?

In 2019, silver prices saw a significant 
increase. Between Sept 2018 and Sept 
2019, silver values increased by 25%! No 
one can say for sure what the future holds, 
but these freshly struck, 99.9% pure U.S. 
Silver Dollars are finally available — 
meaning the time to buy is NOW!

Brand-New U.S. Silver Dollars
Each hefty U.S. Silver Dollar contains 
one Troy ounce of U.S. silver, struck in 
Brilliant Uncirculated (BU) condition by 
the United States Mint. The 100-year-old 
design features a walking Lady Liberty 
draped in a U.S. flag on one side and a 
majestic U.S. Eagle and shield on the 
other. These coins are as beautiful as they 
are desirable — and when silver prices 
rise, so does demand for these silver coins!

Final Year of Original Design
After 34 years of the Silver Eagle, the U.S. 
Mint has announced it will change the 
reverse design for 2021. That makes the 
2020 Silver Eagle the last-year of the origi-
nal design—something collectors crave!

Heads and Tails
Above the Rest

Why are we offering you this special price 
on these new, freshly struck 2020 U.S. 
Silver Dollars? We’re doing it to introduce 
you to what hundreds of thousands of 
smart collectors and satisfied customers 
have known since 1984 — GovMint.com 
is the best source for coins worldwide™.

Timing is Everything
This is a strictly limited offer for one of the 
world’s most popular silver coins — and 
time is of the essence. Once word gets out 
that 2020 U.S. Silver Dollars are finally 

available, and available at such a great 
price, you’ll be facing far more competi-
tion. Call today and secure your new 2020 
U.S. Silver Dollars ahead of the crowd!

Call Now And Beat 
the Crowd!

The American Eagle Silver Dollar is one of 
the best selling and most widely collected 
silver coins in the world — and buyers are 
watching the silver markets. Call now and 
place yourself among the world’s top col-
lectors by securing your freshly struck 
2020 U.S. Silver Dollars now. Plus, the 
more you buy, the more you save!

2020 American Eagle Silver Dollar BU
1-4 Coins  -  $22.25 each + s/h
5-9 Coins  -  $22.10 each + s/h
10-19 Coins - $21.95 each + FREE SHIPPING

20+ Coins -  $21.85 each + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING on 7 or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes 

(if any). Standard domestic shipping only. 
Not valid on previous purchases.

 Call today toll-free for fastest service 

1-888-201-7639
Offer Code AEB174-04

Please mention this code when you call.

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affi liated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative 
and involves risk. GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, fi gures and populations 
deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change signifi cantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms 
and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2019 GovMint.
com. All rights reserved.

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm

GovMint.com • 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. AEB174-04 • Burnsville, MN 55337

They’re Here!

Introductory Price!
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Secure Your NEW 2020 U.S. Silver Dollars NOW



Candice Hart is a Horticulture 
Educator with University of 
Illinois Extension serving 
DeWitt, Macon and Piatt 
 counties. She is also a 
Certi� ed Floral Designer, 
Illinois Certi� ed Professional 
Florist and is an award 
winning � oral designer.

Houseplants anyone can keep alive
P L AG U E D  W I T H  A  B R OW N  thumb that 
kills just about any plant? Have no 
fear, there are some houseplants out 
there that are pre� y darn indestruc-
tible for even the most neglectful 
gardener. Houseplants seem to be 
making a comeback in popularity, 
likely due to the millennial genera-
tion’s love of trendy indoor plants. 

� is means your selection of plants 
at your local garden center is even 
be� er today.

� ere are many factors that 
contribute to your success with 
houseplants, but just like outdoor 
landscapes, choosing the “right 
plant for the right place” is impor-
tant. Depending on the situation, 
choosing houseplants that can sur-
vive a wide range of indoor con-
ditions, so called indestructible 
houseplants, may be just the strat-
egy to turn a brown thumb to a 
shade of green. Consider the fol-
lowing plants:

Cast Iron Plant (Aspidistra elatior)
Extremely brown thumb 

resistant—will tolerate a lot of 
neglect and poor cultural prac-
tices. Look for variegated leaf cul-
tivars ‘Asahi’ (white-tips), ‘Milky 
Way’ (white spots) and ‘Variegata’ 
(white-stripes).

Chinese Evergreen (Aglaonema sp.)
A low light loving houseplant 

with nice variegated foliage or it can 
also be solid green. It can last for 
years and will also tolerate a lot of 
neglect and poor cultural practices.

Parlor Palm (Chamaedorea elegans) 
� is commonly sold houseplant 

is easy to � nd and prefers low light. 
It’s recommended to give it a dose 
of fertilizer once a month during 
the growing season. Make sure to 
water thoroughly but let dry out a 
bit between waterings.

Peace Lily (Spathiphyllum wallisii) 
A native of Central and South 

America, it tolerates low light, but 
growth slows dramatically. Too 
much light inhibits its white, long-
lasting blooms. Another brown 
thumb resistant plant, it performs 
well in average temperature homes, 
but cool temperatures increase 
likelihood of problems with crown 
rot. It is susceptible to brown tips 
because of � uoride in tap water or 
inconsistent watering. 

Philodendron (Philodendron sp.)
Native to South American rain 

forests, it can be found as a vine, 
tree or shrub. It is very tolerant of 
low light, but not low temperatures. 
Provide average temperatures to 
discourage root rot.

Pothos or Devil’s Ivy 
(Epipremnum aureum)

It tolerates a wide range of light 
levels, though in low light leaves 
will lose variegation. Extremely 
tough, this plant will survive 
extreme neglect, though it may lose 
most of its leaves in the process. 
Cut back bare stems and provide 
more consistent care to encourage 
new growth. It is easy to propagate 
as cu� ings root easily in water.

Snake Plant or Mother-in-Law’s 
Tongue (Sansevieria trifasciata)

Native to Africa, its cream to yel-
low variegations are reminiscent of 
a snake. Probably the most brown 
thumb resistant plant of all, many 
dead-looking plants will miraculously 
revive when proper care resumes. 
Repo� ing is seldom necessary since 
roots are sparse and the plant looks 
best when allowed to crowd the pot. 
Scientists report that six to eight 
Sansevierias per bedroom produce 
optimal amounts of oxygen for occu-
pants while they sleep. 

Wax Plant (Hoya sp.)
Native to Asia, these plants 

thrive under low light and dry con-
ditions. Beautiful blooms may be 
in� uenced by available light, tem-
perature, age and size of plant.

ZZ Plant (Zamioculcas zamiifolia)
Native to East Africa, this 

plant is adapted to long periods of 
drought. ZZ prefers bright indirect 
light but will tolerate a wide range 
of light levels. It is di�  cult to propa-
gate and slow growing so it’s o� en 
expensive to purchase.

For more information, call your 
local Extension o�  ce and talk with 
your local Master Gardener volun-
teers about all things houseplants. 
� ey can help you select just the right 
plant for your indoor location. 

Avoid temperamental 
species when choosing your 
next houseplant.

Chinese Evergreen
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PUBLICATION MUST MATCH CODES TO INSERTION ORDER.
NEVER GUTTER THE COUPON.

EZShield Check Fraud Protection Program®: Advances up to 
$25,000 in the event of 3 major types of check fraud. EZShield 
Identity Restoration®: Helps restore your identity to pre-theft 
status. To learn more, visit www.bradford.ezshield.com.

©2020 NFL Properties LLC.  Visit www.NFL.com   Major League Baseball trademarks and copyrights are used  with 
permission of Major League Baseball Properties, Inc.  Visit the official website MLB.com  ©2020 Greg Alexander  ©C.A. Redlin; 
Redlin FLP, Wild Wings  ©Larry K. Martin  ©Lena Liu  ©House in the Country  ©Daniel Smith  ©Larry Zach, Represented by 
JQ Licensing  ©Jennifer Pugh  ©Chuck DeHaan  ©LoriLynn Simms  ©Al Agnew 2020. Al Agnew® is a registered trademark 
of the Al Agnew Collection Trust  ©2020 CNH America LLC  ©Challis & Roos   ©Connie Haley  ©2020 Thomas Kinkade, The 
Thomas Kinkade Company, Morgan Hill, CA.  ©1976, 2020 Sanrio Co., LTD.  ©Georgia Janisse  ©Olika Licensing Inc./Lori 
Siebert  ©Rodney Lough Jr.  ©2020, Billy Jacobs - License granted by Penny Lane Publishing Inc.®  ©MARVEL marvel.com  
©Peanuts Worldwide LLC. www.peanuts.com  ©Tim Cox  Each check features 4 different images.  *Offer valid on Top Tear 
checks only.  Prices and offers subject to change.  ©2020 Bradford Exchange Checks  18-00035-001-BI134IL

BUY ONE...GET ONE FREE!*

Box of checks Box of checks
Checks as low as $3.50 per Box!*

Live, Laugh, Love, Learn w/
verse “Life is not measured by the breaths we take, 
but by the moments that take our breath away” - 
00332  Leather Cover and Labels - 00332

Lena Liu’s Morning 
Serenade - 00029   
Leather Cover and Labels - 00029

Words of Faith w/verse 
“With God all things are possible.” - 00551
Leather Cover and Labels - 00551

Tropical Paradise -  
00052  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 00052

Chicago Blackhawks® Logo 
NHL® - 00757  Leather Cover and Labels - 00469
More teams and colors available online!

Lightning Strikes -  
00178  Leather Cover  
and Labels - 00178

Side Tear, Top Stub & Desk Sets Now Available. Order by phone or web today!

• Trackable to you  
• Guaranteed delivery
• All check boxes ship together...SECURELY 
• It’s FASTER

Feel Secure with

Includes FREE IN-PLANT RUSH

Cowboy Boots - 00434
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00434

Grandkids Rule! w/verse 
“I’d rather be with my grandkids.” - 00437  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00437

Mountains - 01287  
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 01287

Beach Escapes - 00743  
Leather Cover - 00697  
Labels - 00743

Winter Calm - 00017
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00017

Classic Peanuts - 
00708  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 00708

A Walk on the Beach -  
01020  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 01020

Blue Safety - 00027 
One image.  
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00155

Reflections - 00125
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00125

Parchment - 00612 
Burgundy Leather 
Cover - 00030-004   
Labels - 00032-008

North American  
Wildlife - 00876  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00876

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER
1. PHONE 1-800-323-8104

Phone Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00 am to 10:00 pm (CT)
Sat/Sun 7:00 am to 8:00 pm (CT)
Mention offer code to receive this special offer. 2-box minimum and processing fee 
apply. Se habla Español. Call for Signature Required Delivery option.

2. INTERNET—SAFE SECURE SITE
www.BradfordExchangeChecks.com

3. MAIL—Send completed Order Form
Also Include
1. Payment check or money order (no cash please)
2. Voided Check with changes noted OR Reorder Form
3. Deposit Slip from same account Mail to address at the top of coupon 

Shipping & Handling

 TOTAL: 

REQUIRED SERVICE/HANDLING† $2.95 x # of Boxes/Items=
$
      Required

SUBTOTALOffer Code: $

Checks Only

Add your sales tax‡ $

$

$
❏ IN-PLANT RUSH (checks only)    Saves 1-3 Days (070)    $
❏ Untrackable delivery:  Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.  All items shipped 
separately.   Delivery to Alaska and Hawaii may take longer. 

 (4-9 bus. days) 
Check boxes 

shipped together. 

(045)Includes FREE IN-PLANT RUSH

Check Options
4Check the items you wish to order and enter the price in the spaces provided.
   Only ONE check design per order.

Enter Check price from chart above

FREE❏                            ❏                        ❏                       ❏
Distinctive Lettering

ScriptCORDIAL
$2.50 each

SINGLE TOP TEAR  CHECKS
❏ 1 Box $8.49
❏ 2 Boxes $16.98 $8.49
❏ 4 Boxes $33.96 $16.98
                2nd & 4th box FREE

GRAND

DUPLICATE TOP TEAR CHECKS

❏ 1 Box $6.99
❏ 2 Boxes $13.98 $6.99
❏ 4 Boxes $27.96 $13.98
                2nd & 4th box FREE

$

*If no check start number is specified, 1001 will be used.  

Matching Cover Code No. __________add $19.99 $

Check 
Design

Start 
Checks at #

NAME
PHONE%                                   ❏ Day ❏ Evening
E-MAIL ADDRESS

(         )

Your Information

$

*

  *LIMITED-TIME
OFFER FOR

NEW CUSTOMERS
Please respond promptly!

9305 N.  Mi lwaukee  Ave .  N i les ,  IL  60714

$      
$2.50 x # of Boxes = 

(Must also purchase EZShield Check Fraud Protection above)   Add $8.00 total
$

Matching Labels Code No. ____________
Add $6.99 for DESIGNER  Labels
Add $7.99 for CHOICE  & MASTER  Labels

(If name and 
address other than 

checks, please enclose 
separate paper)

$5.99

Add $8.95 total

FREE

Faith, Hope, Christ -  
00633 Fabric Cover 
and Labels - 00633

Great Outdoors - 
00552  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 00552

*Limited time offer for new customers when you 
buy 2 or 4 boxes of single top tear checks.    †See BradfordExchangeChecks.com

FREE 
Standard 
Shipping

OVER 800 EXCLUSIVE DESIGNS AVAILABLE! CALL 1-800-323-8104 OR VISIT WWW.BRADFORDEXCHANGECHECKS.COM

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to a national no-kill animal shelter.

American Pride - 
00930  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 00930

Rescued Is My Breed 
of Choice - 00379  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00379

CHECKS WITH 
A CAUSE

Rescued is Something 
to Purr About - 00525  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00525

CHECKS WITH 
A CAUSE

Wall Street - 00167
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00167

St. Louis Cardinals™ 
MLB® Logo - 00831  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00149

See the full collection at www.BradfordExchangEchEcks.com
or call 1-800-323-8104 to order

T H E  P E R F E C T  A C C E S S O R Y
TREAT YOURSELF OR SOMEONE SPECIAL WITH OVER 80 DESIGNS

See the full collection at www.BradfordExchangEchEcks.com

Day of the Dead - 
01134  Fabric Cover 
and Labels - 01134

America’s National  
Parks - 00055  Leather 
Cover - 00151 Labels - 00055

Spirit of the 
Wilderness - 00024  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00024

Thomas Kinkade’s Faith 
for All Seasons w/verse “Believe all things 
are possible with God” - 00105     
Leather Cover and Labels - 00105

Sunflowers - 00334
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00334

Cowboy Round Up - 
00380  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 00380

Glitter Sparkles - 
01327  Fabric Cover  
and Labels - 01327

Footprints w/verse “One 
night I dreamed that I was 
walking along the beach with the Lord.” - 
00667  Leather Cover and Labels - 00667

Ohio State University -  
00513  Leather Cover  
and Labels - 00513··
More teams available online!

Prayers of Serenity w/ 
verse “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart” - 00194  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00194

5th Avenue - 00155
One image. Leather Cover  
and Labels - 00155

Imperial - 00165  One Image. 
Leather Cover and Labels - 00165

Chevron Chic - 00678 
Fabric Cover and 
Labels - 00678

CHECK FRAUD PROTECTION
PROGRAM®

PRO®

(Must also purchase EZShield Check Fraud Protection above)

Protection 
Programs
Protection 

Frozen - 00931
Leather Cover and Labels - 00931

God Bless America - 00006
Leather Cover and Labels - 00006

Chicago Cubs™ MLB® Logo - 
00828  Leather Cover and Labels - 00145
All 30 teams available!

New Day w/verse “Each day 
brings hope!” - 00447  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00447

On the Wings of Hope - 
00384  One image.  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00384
A portion of the proceeds will be donated to fight 
breast cancer.

CHECKS WITH 
A CAUSE

Mickey Loves Minnie - 
00422 Leather Cover and Labels -00422
Celebrating 90 Years of Mickey Magic!
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By Valerie Cheatham

R OAS T I N G  C O F F E E  B E A N S  I S  an art. From � rst 
crack to the seconds beyond, roasters work to 
release the � avors and nuances of each variety of 
bean. � ey listen for that initial sound, similar to 
popcorn popping, and cue into the aroma, keep-
ing a close watch on temperature and air � ow. All 
to produce the roasts, from light to dark and in 
between, that co� ee lovers have come to expect.  

� ese small-batch roasteries deliver some of 
the freshest co� ee available. � ey source their 
high-quality beans from farmers in Guatemala, 
Colombia and Indonesia, which have the per-
fect altitude, climate and sun to produce the 
best beans available. � e beans are purchased 
in micro lots that arrive in 150-pound bags, not 
dump truck-sized lots like the big chain co� ee 
shops.

� ese small cra�  businesses have popped up 
across the state, giving us the morning boost we 
crave and painting a bright future for local areas 
and beyond. 

Cold Blooded Coffee and Roastery
Every morning, TJ Cowan of Carterville, 

an engineer by trade, found himself si� ing in a 
drive-thru at his local co� ee shop for his daily 
dose of ca� eine. His curiosity got him think-
ing about what makes a cup of co� ee good or 
bad; a� er trying cold brew, his questioning mind 
kicked into high gear. What is cold brew? Is it 
cold co� ee? Why is it even a thing? 

As it turns out, cold brew is a very di� erent 
product. In April 2017, TJ started making it for 
himself and his wife Jackie. He became a student 

of the process, talked to friends who owned cof-
fee shops, learned about the roast and how to 
make a balanced cup of co� ee. He spent the next 
year and a half in the details. 

“I gave away a lot of co� ee to people who 
appreciate a good co� ee bean and told them to 
be brutally honest.” It was never his plan to start 
a business, but as he served it to friends and 
word got out, he had a lot of requests for it. One 
day he realized he was spending a lot of time 
making it. 

According to TJ, “I turned to my wife at one 
point and said, ‘� is is a thing; I didn’t know this 
could be a thing!’”

Cold brewing takes time. It is brewed at 
ambient (room) temperature for about 18 hours. 
� e process naturally pulls the sweetness out of 
the bean, resulting in a smooth co� ee with no 
bi� erness. “We have literally had probably 200 
people tell us they’ve never been able to drink 
black co� ee until they’ve had our cold brew.” 

� e heat used in brewing a traditional cup 
of co� ee is what brings out the bi� erness in it, 
which many, including TJ, mask with sugar or 
creamer. When drinking cold brew, TJ adds 
nothing to it. 

TJ and Jackie started making cold brew, bot-
tling it in amber growlers, like those in cra�  
breweries, and asking for feedback. � e typical 
response was that people were busy, they didn’t 
have time to sit in a drive-thru and just wanted to 
pour a cup and head out the door. TJ’s response 
was, “If that’s what you want, then we can have it 
waiting in your fridge when you get up.”

In the past year, the business has taken o� , 
and now the Cowans � nd themselves trying to 
keep up with demand. Both work full-time jobs, 
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and TJ � nds himself working 40-60 hours in the 
evenings and on weekends. 

“� is was never supposed to be a business,” 
says TJ. “I’ve worked very hard to allow this to 
grow organically with no expectations. I didn’t 
set a goal to have a store or multiple stores or to 
franchise or to partner or to roast. It’s the need 
for this and the pull from customers that have lit-
erally created openings—I’ve just gone with the 
� ow.”

Cold Blooded Co� ee and Roastery recently 
partnered with Southern Illinois Mercantile in 
Marion to open a co� ee counter, and a storefront 
in downtown Murphysboro is expected to open 
in the � rst quarter of 2020. � e business sells 
wholesale cold brew and beans to local establish-
ments like Larry’s House of Cakes in Carbondale 
and Marion, and Rule of Pie in Murphysboro. It 
also has franchises in Franklin, Spring Hill and 
Brentwood, Tenn. 

As a full-� edged co� ee shop, they now spe-
cialize not only in cold brew but espressos, cap-
puccinos, la� es, etc. 

� ey microbrew the cold brew 20 gallons at 
a time, and the dark roast is their most popu-
lar. � ey have also developed 23 di� erent � a-
vors, some which change seasonally, including 
the popular bourbon pecan and maple bacon in 
the fall, and white chocolate caramel and pep-
permint mocha in the winter. � e co� ee is still 
black, sugar-free and organic, and its shelf life is 
three weeks without any loss in quality. Re� lls on 
growlers are $10 per half gallon. 

TJ has a broker who helps him import beans 
from Colombia and Guatemala. He chooses 
beans grown in speci� c � elds that have high 
scores judged on acidity, brightness and body. 

Co� ee drinkers tend to have a favorite roast. 
In the lighter to medium roasts, the taste of the 
bean comes out more. In the dark and espresso 

roasts, the taste of the roast is more prominent. 
It’s all a ma� er of preference. He says dark roasts 
are by far the favorite in southern Illinois.

With the opening of the counter in Marion, 
Jackie quit her job to manage the business and 
train employees. TJ  handles the roasting and 
loves it. “We’ll see where this goes,” he says. 
“People ask me when I am going to do this [full 
time]. We’ll see. Every time we set a timetable, 
it’s happened much sooner than we expected. 
We are just rolling with the punches and trying 
to make a good cup of co� ee.”

To � nd Cold Blooded co� ee in your area, 
send an email to coldbloodedbrew@gmail.com. 

Galena Roasters
What started as a desire to help his wife 

Kimberly ended up becoming a passion for cof-
fee roaster Earl � ompson of Galena Roasters. 

“My wife, who owns � e Grateful Gourmet, 
was having di�  culties with her co� ee vendor,” 
explains Earl. “On a whim, we went to a cof-
fee trade show on St. Patrick’s Day in 2018. We 
signed up for seminars covering everything from 
roasting, roasters, green beans (unroasted co� ee 
beans), etc. A� er the � rst day she was completely 
overwhelmed and wanted to quit. I said, ‘� is is 
the coolest thing ever!’ Co� ee roasting is basi-
cally a giant chemistry experiment with heat.”

Earl went to a 3-day Specialty Co� ee 
Association (SCA) roasting school, bought 
a roaster and started learning on his own. He 
bought some cheap beans to experiment with so 
when he ruined a batch it wouldn’t “hurt so bad.” 
By June 2018, he had his � rst wholesale account. 

He recommends the programs through SCA 
because you learn the entire process—from the 
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origin of the beans, buying and evaluating them 
to importing and roasting. Part of the school was 
spent with an importer learning about green cof-
fee; another day was all theory—the what, why 
and how. � e third day was hands-on. He has 
gone to several co� ee roaster retreats since. 

“Specialty co� ee is really a thing, like cra�  
beer,” Earl says. “In order to be specialty co� ee, 
it is scored like wine. � e top and bo� om scores 
aren’t that far apart. It’s all about � nding that 
sweet spot.”

He continues to learn and experiment. “Every 
co� ee that I get in here comes from a di� erent 
origin [country], and they are all di� erent. � ey 
are grown in di� erent soil, sunlight, elevation, 
rain—all those things make a di� erence in the 
co� ee.”

Earl then must � gure out how to roast it to 
bring out the nuances in the bean and whether 
it would be be� er as a light roast or something 
darker. His signature blend is called � e Grateful 
Blend, which is his most popular by far. It is a 
blend of medium light and medium dark roasts. 

Earl sources his beans from Café Imports in 
Minneapolis. � e business has o�  ces in other 
countries and goes to farms to see what kind of 
co� ee trees growers have and may ask that a cer-
tain part of the crop be set apart, reserved just for 
them. Consequently, those growers make more 
money for that co� ee. 

A single-man operation, Earl currently has 13 
varieties of co� ee. He says, “I could sit on this 
roaster all day and can only turn out so much 
co� ee. … I’m at the point where I need a larger 
roaster. I’m excited. I knew that time would 
come. I have enough demand right now and feel 
I could create more but need a higher capacity 
roaster.”

He enjoys the roasting process. “It’s like when 
you’re a kid and you wonder what to be when 

you grow up. I’m 54 and I’ve found it. I seem to 
have a knack for it, and no one has ever told me 
that I roast a really awful co� ee.”

Earl would like to expand the business and 
open or be a partner in a co� ee shop to build 
brand awareness. “One thing I like is that while 
specialty co� ee is in the big city, it is really only 
starting to have a presence in the Midwest,” he 
says. “If I stay on it, I have a good market posi-
tion and just need to continue to grow.”

Grateful Roaster co� ee beans can be found 
in Galena at � e Grateful Gourmet and Galena 
Territory General Store. � e business also pro-
vides single-brew pots for guest rooms at the 
Irish Co� age hotel. It can be purchased online at 
galenaroasters.com. 

Redbud Coffee Co. 
While some may know it as a tree, the name 

Redbud Co� ee Co. is a nod to its hometown 
of Auburn, also known as the Redbud City. It 
shows the company’s a� ection and commitment 
to their community. 

Community and people are of utmost impor-
tance to the company, from the local people they 
interact with on a daily basis to those who farm 
the beans that end up in the Redbud roaster. 

Konner Dudley, self-named Chief Roasting 
O�  cer of Redbud Co� ee, says their mo� o is 
“People are more important than co� ee.” It 
shows in the co� ee they roast, the people they 
employ and their commitment to helping others. 

Konner, an entrepreneurial spirit who is a 
graphic designer by day, was fascinated with 
the co� ee roasting process. � rough numerous 
online sources, and the gracious time of others 
more experienced, he learned the art. 
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Together with his co-owners and broth-
ers Kurt and Kyle and father Mark, Konner 
has assembled a team of like-minded individu-
als. “My brother Kurt was the � rst one who 
believed in me,” says Konner. “He asked me 
what I thought it would take to get started, and I 
told him I needed some bags to package the cof-
fee and sell it. He wrote a check to help me. My 
family bought in early and all of our wives are 

involved, along with other inves-
tors and a small team of roasters/
baristas.”

Redbud sources most of its 
co� ee from Café Imports in 
Minneapolis. “We wanted a com-
pany that wasn’t just on the com-
modity market, but one that cares 
about relationships with their 
growers,” Konner explains. “Café 
Imports does a really good job of 
maintaining real relationships with 
its farmers and paying them a good 
price.”

� eir co� ee beans come from 
farmers in Brazil, Ethiopia, Mexico, 
Costa Rica, Java and Colombia. 
Over the years they have roasted 
10-15 di� erent varieties, and 
Konner enjoys experimenting with 
new varieties. One that is always 

available is the Brazilian Honey with its sweet 
chocolate and caramel undertones. Konner says 
he would have unhappy customers if it was ever 
pulled from the o� ering list. 

During warmer months, it’s hard to miss the 
red 30-foot Redbud Co� ee truck o� en found on 
the north end of Auburn or at various locations 
in Spring� eld. � ere wasn’t a co� ee truck in the 
Auburn area, and Konner saw it as an oppor-
tunity to be out in the community. And, it was 
much cheaper than a brick-and-mortar location. 

� e real challenge came when trying to � t 
everything into the truck—including a com-
mercial co� ee roaster, espresso machine, com-
mercial grinder, o�  ce equipment and everything 
required to serve customers. 

Once that challenge was resolved and the 
brand gained popularity, it didn’t take long for 
Konner to realize that he had to invest in a larger 
roaster.

“We currently roast on a 2-kilo roaster, which 
produces about 55 ounces of roasted beans. 
Most of the co� ee we sell, especially wholesale, 
is in a 5-pound bag. We can’t even � ll one bag 
with one output, and we are trying to � ll orders 
of 6-8 bags at a time. We are moving up to a 
12-kilo roaster, which will produce a li� le under 
25 pounds at a time. We can’t put a roaster that 
size on the truck, so we purchased a property in 
downtown Auburn to do our roasting.”

Konner has assembled an enthusiastic group 
of employees. He encourages them to be cre-
ative and gives them the freedom to create and 
explore. One of the baristas came up with the 
popular blueberry maple co� ee. Other creations 
include brown sugar sage and a recipe for their 
own pumpkin spice mix. 

� e company also donates $1 of every bag 
sold to the Aruna Project (arunaproject.com). 
� e group goes into areas corrupt with human 
tra�  cking (sex tra�  cking in particular) and 
brings women out, then empowers and employs 
them. 

“We try to make people aware of their cause 
and mission,” says Konner. “It’s really impor-
tant work they are doing, and we want others to 
check them out and maybe � nd it in their hearts 
to help also.”

Redbud Co� ee can be purchased at 
redbudco� ee.com and is hand-delivered for free 
in Sangamon County. Bags are available at Apple 
Barn in Chatham, and in Spring� eld at Hy-Vee, 
Bunn Gourmet and Wm. Van’s Co� ee House. It 
is also served at � ree Twigs Bakery 
in Spring� eld. 

Help support these and other local co� ee 
roasters by trying a cup, bag or bo� le  today. 
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ABRIGHTERTOMORROW
ILLINOIS LINEWORKERS BRING LIGHT TO A RURAL GUATEMALAN VILLAGE

By Colten Bradford

BRIGHTERBRIGHTER
N I N E T E E N  P E R C E N T  O F  G UAT E M A L A N S don’t have access to 
electricity, according to NRECA International. � ose living 
in  Tierra Blanca Chixoy, a village located in north-central 
Guatemala, are no longer part of that statistic thanks to 
12 linemen from electric cooperatives in Illinois, Iowa 
and Wisconsin. 

Electric co-ops from the three states worked together as 
“Partners for a Brighter Tomorrow” to make the Guatemala 
electri� cation project a success. � is proj ect provided power 
to 42 homes, a school, a church and a health post. It was 
made possible by NRECA International, a non-pro� t 
501(c)(3) charitable organization, whose mission is to 
increase individual and community access to electricity in
all parts of the world.

“I’ve never been out of the [U.S.], so it was a great opportunity 
to see another part of the world and help people,” says Austin 

Aschemann, apprentice lineman at Adams Electric Cooperative 
in Camp Point. “I helped people that I never thought I’d be 
able to [help]. I’m very thankful for the opportunity.”

� e other linemen share the same sentiment. “I wanted 
to make a di� erence in a part of the world that doesn’t have 
electricity … and help the kids have a be� er life,” says Mark 
Schaley, area serviceman at Corn Belt Energy Corporation 
in Bloomington. “It’s like going back in the ’30s and ’40s, the 
way they live. I can’t believe people still live like that.”

According to NRECA International, more than half of 
Guatemalans live below the poverty line. � e families in the 
village live in huts with dirt � oors. Despite the heat, � res burn 
in the homes all day to reduce insects. � ere’s a stream along-
side the village used for laundry, bathing and drinking water.

“I knew there would be a certain level of poverty, but they 
don’t have anything,” Aschemann says. “� ey don’t have 

With the � ip of a switch, 
Juan, the village’s oldest 
resident, sees light in his 
home for the � rst time.
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running water or utilities in the house. 
You see pictures online … but until you 
experience it, it’s a whole di� erent level. 
But they’re very happy people. � ey’re 
always smiling.”

� e lineworkers did notice how hard 
the locals work. “It takes a village,” says 
Ralph Bowersock Jr., journeyman line-
man at Norris Electric Cooperative in 
Newton. “� e women are doing the 
washing, they’re cleaning, they’re taking 
care of things. � e men are in the � elds 
cu� ing corn, bringing the corn and shell-
ing the corn. But it takes a village, and 
they all work.”

“We’re lucky enough to have the 
conveniences we have in the U.S.,” adds 
Shannon Davis, serviceman at Tri-
County Electric Cooperative in Mt. 
Vernon. “To see people in need, [the 
project was] a great opportunity to give 
back to their community. … � e people 

of the village were 
excited and appreci-
ated us being there. 
It was fun to watch 
the kids and see the 
excitement when we 
came in.”

� e village is home 
to more than 60 school-
children, ages 7 to 14, and 
they were always around. � ey 
followed the lineworkers everywhere and 
supervised the progress. � e kids even-
tually learned that a thumbs-up means 
“good,” and the linemen started receiving 
a thumbs-up wherever they went.

One of the roughest parts of the 
project was the heat. Most days, they 
worked in 90-degree heat with 90 per-
cent humidity.

“� e heat is one thing that we weren’t 
expecting,” says Aschemann. “We knew it 

would be warm, but the level of heat and 
intensity … it took a lot out of us.”

According to the lineworkers, the heat 
was unbearable at times and the humid-
ity made it hard to breathe. � ey had to 
watch out for each other to make sure 
everyone took breaks to cool o� . On top 
of the heat, all the labor had to be done 
by hand. � e linemen were used to work-
ing with state-of-the-art equipment and 
trucks in the U.S., but those luxuries 
weren’t available in Guatemala.

“We had to do everything the old-fash-
ioned way,” Schaley says. “No trucks … we 
had to climb everything. … We struggled 
through the heat, but at the end of the day, 
[this project] is good for the kids.”

While the lineworkers ba� led the heat 
during the 3-week project, it was easy to 
work with each other.

“Something that surprised me is how 
well the guys meshed and how well the 
project went with the extremely rough 
conditions,” Davis says. “We had a good 
group of guys that made the rough proj-
ect enjoyable and go smoothly.”

“It is unreal that you can put 12 guys 
who didn’t know each other in one 

spot and be able to work 
together,” Schaley adds. 

“We worked hard and 
worked ahead of 

schedule. It is just 
an awesome feel-
ing being able to 
do that.”

For the dura-
tion of the project, 

the linemen worked 
with Guatemalan line-

workers from EMRE, 
which provides electric service 

to the municipality of Ixcan. � e electric 
utility began to expand service to rural 
areas several years ago. One roadblock 
between the two groups of lineworkers 
was the language barrier. 

“You learn your own language,” Davis 
explains. “You learn your own sign lan-
guage, and you � gure it out.”

“As far as doing line work, we can work 
hand-in-hand,” Bowersock adds. “It takes a 
minute. � ere’s usually a lot of smiles and 

� e village is home 
to more than 60 school-
children, ages 7 to 14, and 
they were always around. � ey 

who didn’t know each other in one 
spot and be able to work 

together,” Schaley adds. 
“We worked hard and 

worked ahead of 
schedule. It is just 
an awesome feel-
ing being able to 
do that.”

tion of the project, 
the linemen worked 

with Guatemalan line-
workers from EMRE, 

which provides electric service 
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jokes involved once 
we � gure out what 
we’re talking about. 
It’s the same, it’s just 
di� erent words, a 
di� erent language.”

However, the line-
workers did have help 
with communication. 
“We had some great transla-
tors that we could reach out to any sec-
ond,” Aschemann says. “I just wish that we 
could’ve spoken to them. I wish I knew 
their language, and I wish they knew ours.”

According to the lineworkers, having 
electricity will make all the di� erence in 
the village. 

“Having electricity will change their 
lives … they won’t have to light candles 
every day, they can get a microwave, and 
they can get a fridge or freezer, if they’d 
like, and have a few modern conveniences 
that we use every day,” Aschemann says. 
“� ey will be able to have power for the 
� rst time, and just knowing that is going to 
change their lives forever, helps me. � is 
village will continue to grow and hopefully 
do great things with what we’re doing here 
for them, and that’s a great feeling.”

� e lineworkers were able to com-
plete the project a few days early and 
were grateful for the opportunity to help 
people in a di� erent part of the world. 

Before they le�  the vil-
lage, the lineworkers 
made sure each home 
was equipped with an 

Eco� ltro, a 5-gallon 
bucket with a spigot 

that � lters water, and all 
the kids were gi� ed shoes, 

toys and backpacks full of 
school supplies.

“We are helping them, but we take 
more out of it than what they’ll ever get,” 
Davis says. “Our companies that sent us 
down there, [the electric co-ops] and the 
state associations, have given us more by 
allowing us to see how they live and be 
able to help in the situation.”

“People need to be humble,” 
Bowersock says. “It’s a hard life if you 
don’t have power at your � ngertips.”

“� ese projects are going on all the 
time, and it’s a great thing to be behind,” 
Aschemann says. “We don’t even think 
twice about using a microwave or turning 
on the light switch, and they don’t have 
those things. � ese people are happy with 
their lives, and they are going to get even 
happier with the modern conveniences 
that we are so used to.”

 “It is a really good project, and I hope 
it keeps on going,” Schaley adds. “� ere 
are still people out there who don’t have 
electricity, and they need it.” 

However, the line-
workers did have help 
with communication. 
“We had some great transla-

Before they le�  the vil-
lage, the lineworkers 
made sure each home 
was equipped with an 

Eco� ltro, a 5-gallon 
bucket with a spigot 

that � lters water, and all 
the kids were gi� ed shoes, 

toys and backpacks full of 
school supplies.

PARTNERS
Volunteer linemen
ILLINOIS

Austin Aschemann, Adams Electric Cooperative
Ralph Bowersock Jr., Norris Electric Cooperative
Shannon Davis, Tri-County Electric Cooperative
Mark Schaley, Corn Belt Energy Corporation

IOWA

Michael Berkenpas, North West Rural Electric 
Cooperative

Quentin Fisher, Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative
Mat Kilgore, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
Bob Ruby, Access Energy Cooperative

WISCONSIN

Lee Alberson, Eau Claire Energy Cooperative
Greg Falde, Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services
Zach Taylor, Vernon Electric Cooperative
Mackenzie Yarbrough, Central Wisconsin Electric 

CooperativeCooperative

ILLINOIS •  IOWA • WISCONSIN

PARTNERS
FOR A BRIGHTER TOMORROW

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GERI MILLER
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Big Bill’s Sandwich Shop and Coffee Bar
By Valerie Cheatham
WHAT DO YOU GET when you mix an 18-year-
old with big ideas, no experience and 
a passion to succeed in the restaurant 
business? � e answer is Big Bill’s 
Sandwich Shop and Co� ee Bar in Galena. 

Jack Dieter, the aforementioned 
go-ge� er, now 23, had a dream in 
college to open a restaurant. He studied 
entrepreneurship and wanted to run his 
own business – it just happened faster 
than he expected. 

His family, originally from Oak Park, 
has owned the historic brick building 
on the north end of Main Street in 
downtown Galena for 11 years. � ey 
previously rented the space to other 
businesses, and it provided the perfect 
spot for Jack to launch his dream. 

Jack’s original vision was to o� er cold 
gourmet deli sandwiches and co� ee. � at 
idea ended up expanding into a place with 
comfortable seating, a dining area and a coffee 
bar, thanks to help from previous manager, 
Constance Chambers , who also helped him 
come up with ideas for his sandwiches.  

� e building has exposed brick walls, 
large windows that look out onto busy 
Main Street, and you can’t miss the aroma 
of freshly ground co� ee as you enter.  

Besides the typical tables and chairs, 
there are large comfortable sofas and 
armchairs that give the place a cozy 
“Friends” vibe. It seats 65-75; Jack would 
like to add more tables but doesn’t want 

to lose its current atmosphere. 
Big Bill’s opened in October 2015, on 

Country Faire weekend, which is a busy 
festival weekend in Galena. “It was an 
absolutely insane time to open because 
of the crowds,” says Dieter. “It was de� -
nitely baptism by � re. � e � rst thing they 
should teach in business school is if you 
go by the book and do A you get B, but 
you sometimes get Z!” 

He learned quickly to adjust to the 
circumstances.

When Big Bill’s opened, Jack pur-
chased co� ee beans from another com-
pany. Over time, he became interested 
in co� ee roasting, purchased a roaster 
and started making his own blend. He 
watched YouTube videos and talked to 
others about the process and came up 
with Big Bill’s Co� ee, which is available 
by the pound. 

Eventually, he was able to purchase 
more equipment for the restaurant, 
including � at-top grills and ovens, and 
ventured into hot sandwiches—and later, 
breakfast. 

Jack credits frequent customer Jim 
Post with giving him the impetus to start 
making hot sandwiches. 

“Jim is here a lot, and he brought me 
this Reuben sandwich and said, ‘you just 
have to try this,’” says Jack. “I tasted it and 
knew I had to do something like it. More 
than the Reuben itself, it just gave me 

The Beefy Roman is a favorite.

Santa Fe Chicken Soup
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LET’S EAT!
Big Bill’s Sandwich 
Shop and Coffee Bar
301 N. Main St.
Galena, Illinois
(815) 777-6979
Find them on Facebook

HOURS:

Closed Tuesdays
Monday, Wednesday-Friday 
7 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

the idea that I really needed to do 
hot sandwiches. So, now we have 
Jim Post’s Reuben. We don’t use 
Thousand Island on ours. Instead, 
we have a house-made sauce which 
gives it a different flavor.”

Big Bill’s menu occasionally 
 changes, but four sandwiches 
are always available – the Beefy 
Roman, corned beef and Swiss, 
Jacked-Up turkey and the Black 
Forest pretzel. 

The Beefy Roman, named  
one of the top sandwiches in 
Illinois, is made with natural 
hormone-free roast beef with 
fresh mozzarella cheese, roasted 
red peppers and baby spinach 
with basil pesto and a balsamic 
vinaigrette on an artisanal bun. 

The Black Forest pretzel is a 
pretzel roll piled high with Black 
Forest ham and smoked Gouda 
cheese topped with a mustard slaw. 

Sandwiches range in price from 
$7.95 to $13.95 and come with 
house-made chips and a pickle. 

Soups include the creamy  
Santa Fe Chicken, and a variety 
of salads are offered, such as the 
honey sriracha superfood or the 
cranberry chicken, available as a 
salad or sandwich. 

Breakfast is served until 11 a.m. 
and includes a variety of egg dishes, 
including Ireland’s hash, a combina-
tion of chopped corned beef with 
green peppers, onions, potatoes 
and mixed with cheddar cheese—
and topped with two sunny  
side up eggs. 

According to Jack, they don’t run 
“specials” per se, but one popular 
dish, when available, is the jalapeno 
cheddar biscuits with sausage gravy. 

Big Bill’s was named after Jack’s 
grandfather. He explains, “Grandpa 
was always teaching my dad and 
me. At a young age, he had me 
running a table saw, and I still 
have all my fingers, so he must 
have done a good job! He was a 
mechanical engineer and taught me 
how to figure things out. He came 

down here when we first opened 
and helped us. We figured it was 
only appropriate to name it after 
him because he’s just special.”

The lessons learned from his 
grandfather have helped him to roll 
with the punches when things break 
down or the unexpected happens. 

“Every day is a challenge,” Jack 
says. “Things break. We got hacked 
once. If something goes wrong, it’s 
figuring out a workaround without 
the customers knowing we are 
having issues.”

He credits his mother’s help at 
the restaurant for its success. “Mom 
has had my back through the entire 
thing,” he says. “She’s helped me 
find a work/life balance and be able 

to step away from the business for 
a break.”

Big Bill’s has a set of regulars 
who can be found sitting at one 
of the tables having coffee or 
breakfast. It’s become a local 
meeting spot. “I didn’t know 
anyone when I came out here,” 
says Jack. “Everyone in Galena has 
really accepted me. I’ve enjoyed 
getting to know the community 
and talking to our customers.”

When in Galena, be sure to 
venture north to find Big Bill’s at 
the corner of Franklin and Main. 
Whether you grab a cup of coffee 
and relax on one of the couches or 
take time for breakfast or lunch, it’s 
a place worth visiting.   

THERE’S MORE!

Jack’s big plans haven’t 
ended with the restaurant. 
An upstairs renovation 
by Jack and his father has 
recently been completed 
after more than a year 
of working nights and 
weekends. The two 
completely gutted the 
upstairs to expose the 
original brick walls and 
hardwood floors. The 
building now includes six 
loft apartments available 
for rent through Airbnb. 
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Recipes prepared, tasted 
and photographed  
by lllinois Country 
Living staff. For more 
recipes and photos go to 
www.icl.coop. Questions? 
Email finestcooking@
aiec.coop.

Visit www.icl.coop to see 
more Illinois Country Living 
recipes.

Grab a java
C O F F E E ,  JAVA ,  J O E .  W H AT E V E R  you 
prefer to call it, it is certainly a pop-
ular beverage. However, coffee isn’t 
just for drinking as this month’s rec-
ipes show. Although we do include 
two liquid versions, our readers 
submitted a variety of recipes that 
not only contain coffee but would 
go well with it. Not surprisingly, 
many of them contain chocolate 
and coffee – a wonderful marriage 
of two flavors. 

Cinnamon Crusted Coffee Cake
Submitted by: Kathy Quick, Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc.
Servings: 24
 1 package (2-layer size) yellow cake mix
 3 eggs
 1/3 cup canola or vegetable oil
 1-1/3 cup strong brewed coffee, cooled (regular,  

decaf or flavored)

 1 cup brown sugar, firmly packed
 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
 1/2 cup coconut, toasted, (optional)
 1/2 cup chopped pecans or walnuts, toasted (optional)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In large bowl, beat cake mix, eggs, oil and coffee until well blended. Pour evenly into 2 
greased 9-inch round cake pans OR 1 greased 13x9-inch pan. Mix brown sugar and cinnamon in a medium bowl. Stir in 
coconut and walnuts or pecans and sprinkle evenly over cake batter. Bake 25-30 minutes or until toothpick inserted 
in center comes out clean. Cool on wire rack before removing from pans, if desired. We prefer serving it warm. 

Nutrition information: 159 calories; 6.7g fat; 153mg sodium; 23.4g carbohydrates; 1.7g protein. 

MOCHA MAPLE PIE

Mocha Maple Pie
Submitted by: Sue Davis-Rohde,  
Corn Belt Energy Corporation
Servings: 16
 1 cup heavy cream
 5 tablespoons maple syrup (preferably dark)
 2-1/2 teaspoons instant coffee
 10 ounces chopped dark chocolate  

(50-60% cocoa)
 1 graham cracker or shortbread pie crust
  Pinch of salt

In medium saucepan, bring cream, syrup, coffee 
and salt to a boil over medium heat. Add chocolate; 
turn off heat. Let sit 1 minute, then whisk to blend. 
Pour into crust. Chill until firm, around 4 hours. 

Nutrition information: 211 calories; 11.8g fat; 114mg 
sodium; 24.7g carbohydrates, 2.1g protein. 

Spiced Coffee
Submitted by: Myra Biggs, Egyptian Electric  
Cooperative  Association
Servings: 6
 1/2 cup ground dark 

roast coffee
 5 cups water
 1 tablespoon ground 

cinnamon
 1/4 teaspoon ground 

nutmeg

 1 cup 2% milk
 1/3 cup chocolate syrup
 1 teaspoon vanilla
 1/4 cup brown sugar, 

packed
  Whipped cream, 

optional

Combine ground coffee, cinnamon and nutmeg. Pour into 
a coffee filter of a drip coffeemaker. Add water, brew. In 
a large saucepan, combine the milk, chocolate syrup and 
brown sugar. Cook over low heat until sugar is dissolved, 
stir occasionally. Stir in vanilla and brewed coffee. Pour 
into mugs. Garnish with whipped cream if desired. 

Nutrition information: 100 calories; 1.1g fat; 39mg sodium;  
19.8g carbohydrates; 1.8g protein.

WE NEED RECIPES! 
Upcoming monthly topics
Sheet pan meals
Meatless meals
Homemade pizza
Please email submissions to 
finestcooking@icl.coop or mail 
them to Finest Cooking c/o Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708. Please include 
your name, address, phone number 
(for questions), and the name of 
your electric cooperative. Recipes 
not included in the magazine 
can be found on our website at 
icl.coop/finestcooking.
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Cinnamon Coffee Bars
Submitted by: Sheri Wilson, Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc.
Servings: 16
 1/3 cup butter, softened
 1 cup brown sugar, packed
 1 egg
 1/3 cup hot, strong brewed 

coffee
 1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour
 1 teaspoon baking powder
 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
 1/4 teaspoon baking soda

1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup mini chocolate chips*
1/4 cup chopped walnuts

Glaze:
 3/4 cup powdered sugar
 1/4 teaspoon vanilla
 3-4 teaspoons milk

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In large mixing bowl, cream butter and 
brown sugar. Add egg and beat well. Beat in coffee. Combine flour, baking 
powder, cinnamon, baking soda and salt. Gradually add to creamed 
mixture. Stir in chocolate chips and walnuts. Spread into a well-greased 
8-inch square baking pan. Bake for 30-35 minutes or until toothpick 
comes out clean. In a small bowl, combine powdered sugar, vanilla and 
enough milk to achieve a glaze consistency. Drizzle over warm bars. Cool 
completely before cutting. *Can use regular chocolate chips up to 1 cup.

Nutrition information: 164 calories; 6.9g fat; 93mg sodium; 24.1g  
carbohydrates; 2.1g protein. 

MOCHA MAPLE PIE CINNAMON COFFEE BARS

Mississippi Mud Cake
Submitted by: Mary Finley, Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association
Servings: 16
 2 cups unbleached white flour
 1 teaspoon baking soda
 1/4 teaspoon salt
 2 cups strong freshly brewed coffee
 5 ounces unsweetened chocolate
 1 cup butter
 2 cups sugar
 2 eggs, lightly beaten
 1 teaspoon vanilla 

Preheat oven to 275 degrees. Generously butter a 
10-inch Bundt pan and dust it with cocoa. Sift together 
flour, baking soda and salt. Heat the coffee in a sauce-
pan and add chocolate and butter and stir until melted. 
When mixture is smooth, add sugar and stir until 
dissolved. Let the mixture cool for several minutes and 
then transfer to a large mixing bowl. Add flour mixture 
to chocolate mixture about one-half cup at a time, 
beating after each addition. Add eggs and vanilla and 
beat for another minute. Pour batter into Bundt pan and 
bake for 1-1/2 hours, until cake pulls away from sides of 
the pan and springs back when touched in the middle. 
Remove from oven and allow to cool for 10 minutes 
in pan. Invert cake onto a plate. DO NOT remove pan 
until cake is completely cool. This cake is very dark 
and moist. Serve with whipped cream, ice cream, or 
brush surface with 2-3 ounces of semi-sweet chocolate 
melted and mixed with 1-2 tablespoons cream or coffee. 
Optional: replace 1/4 cup of coffee with coffee liqueur. 

Nutrition information: 306 calories; 16.9g fat; 207mg 
sodium; 39.7g carbohydrates; 3.6g protein. 

Easy Dairy-Free Pumpkin Cold Brew Latte
Submitted by: Milk Allergy Mom
Servings: 1
 4 ounces unsweetened dairy-free milk (I use 

coconut milk)
 4 ounces cold brew coffee concentrate
 1 tablespoon pumpkin puree
 1 tablespoon maple syrup

 1-2 dashes pumpkin pie spice
  Dairy-free whipped cream  

(I use coconut spray whip)
 4-6 ice cubes

Combine pumpkin, syrup and spice in drinking glass. Add dairy-free milk to glass and stir. Add 
cold brew coffee. Top with dairy-free whipped cream and sprinkle with pumpkin pie spice. 

Nutrition information: 319 calories; 27.1g fat; 20mg sodium; 20.9g carbohydrates; 2.8g protein.

EASY DAIRY-FREE PUMPKIN 
COLD BREW LATTE
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Staying safe on the ice this winter
I C E  F I S H I N G  I S  S U P P O S E D  to be 
a good time during the winter 
months, while we wait for the first 
signs of thaw to arrive. However, 
every year ice fishermen fall vic-
tim to ice and the dangers of falling 
through, not knowing what mea-
sures to take if the worst-case sce-
nario happens.

There are precautions an 
outdoorsman can take to pre-
vent falling through weak ice.  
Unfortunately, no matter how care-

ful we are, there is always the risk of 
getting wet in sub-freezing waters 
that can quickly take one’s life if he 
or she does not know what to do 
in case of an emergency. Here are a 
few tips to help prevent accidents.

One of the biggest reasons 
people go through the ice is that 
they get on ice that is not thick 
enough to support them and their 
equipment. Four inches of clear 
ice is the bare minimum for a per-
son to safely walk on. An ATV 

or snowmobile will take at least 
5 inches of ice, and a vehicle will 
require 8 inches (12 is better). A 
lot of things can factor into whether 
ice is safe or not, so these are only 
guidelines. Early and late in the sea-
son are often the most dangerous 
times to be on the ice.

Each body of water has its 
known danger areas. If you are 
going to be on water that you are 
not familiar with, check with locals 
who know the water for problem 

ice. They can give you a lot of valu-
able information.

Try not to drive on ice if 
possible. If you must drive, keep 
the windows rolled down and your 
seat belt off. Remember that a 
vehicle can be replaced, so do not 
hesitate to leave it in a hurry  
if things go awry.  

Safety should be first and 
foremost with fishermen. Do not 
venture onto the ice unless it is at 
least 4 to 6 inches thick. This is 

the minimum thickness that will 
safely support a person and their 
equipment. Keep in mind that 
snow weakens the stability of the 
ice. Do not test just one area of 
ice and assume that it will be the 
same depth in all areas of the lake, 
reservoir or pond, because it  
might not be.

Ice fishing accidents can quickly 
become deadly. Do not ice fish 
alone. Always have someone with 
you and let people back at the house 
know where you will be and when 
you expect to return. That way, if 
you do not return on time, they 
know exactly where to look for you.

Ice fishermen must also be 
aware of frostbite and hypothermia. 
You must be alert as to the amount 
of time you are on the ice and the 
weather conditions while you are 
fishing. Do not get overwhelmed 
with all the excitement and stay out 
too long. Below are five more ice 
fishing safety recommendations:

1. Wear a warm hat that covers 
your ears to prevent heat loss 
from your head.

2. Go with a partner and stay 
separated when going to and 
from fishing spots in case one of 
you falls through the ice.

3. Carry a rope to throw to 
someone who falls through the 
ice. Go to that person only as a 
last resort.

4. Test the ice ahead of you with an 
ice spud bar or an auger.

5. Do not leave children 
unsupervised.

Ice fishing is meant to be an 
enjoyable time. Always practice 
safety and use common sense.  
If something doesn’t look safe,  
stay away. There will be plenty  
of opportunities to step out on  
the ice. 

Jason Houser is a full-time 
outdoor writer and enthusi-
ast from central Illinois who 
has won numerous awards 
in the outdoor communica-
tion field. 
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1. High-Voltage Transmission Lines:
Transmission towers and cables that supply power to 
transmission substations (and thousands of members) 
rarely fail. But when damaged, these facilities must be 
repaired before other parts of the system can operate. 

4. Tap Lines:
If local outages persist, supply lines (also 
known as tap lines) are inspected. These 
lines deliver power to transformers, 
either mounted on poles or placed on 
pads for underground service, outside 
businesses, schools and homes. 

2. Distribution Substation:
A substation can serve hundreds 
or thousands of consumers. 
When a major outage occurs, 
line crews inspect substations to 
determine if problems stem from 
transmission lines feeding into 
the substation, the substation 
itself or if problems exist further 
down the line. 

3. Main Distribution Lines:
If the problem cannot be 
isolated at a distribution 
substation, distribution lines are 
checked. These lines carry 
power to large groups of 
consumers in communities or 
housing developments. 

5.  Individual Homes:
If your home remains without power, the service line 
between a transformer and your residence may need 
to be repaired. Always call to report an outage to help 
line crews isolate local issue. 

Powering Up After an Outage
When the power goes out, we expect it to be restored 
within a few hours. But when a major storm or natural 
disaster causes widespread damage, extended 
outages may result. Our line crews work long, hard 
hours to restore service safely to the greatest number 
of consumers in the shortest time possible. Here’s 
what’s going on if you find yourself in the dark:



Visit archive.icl.coop for past
issues of Illinois Country Living

Wanted to buy: Standing 
timber, all species except 
pine. Lumber & Pallet 
material for sale. Southern 
Illinois Area. 618-893-4223.
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Connect with us

$3,650only

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256. 

Robert Halleran
Timber Buyer all Species

Logging
Timber Consulting

I buy Storm damaged timber
618-528-8088 DeSoto, Illinois

Fresh
Chocolate
Covered 
Strawberries

WINDMILL Service
Paul’s

• Old Fashioned, Pumping Type
• New & Reconditioned Windmills
• Complete Installation & Repair 

 Service
• Specialize in Large Mills to Fill Ponds

217-897-6699
millfi xr1@aol.com

www.paulswindmillservice.com
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SUBMIT A PHOTO

Online: icl.coop/snapshots 
Email: cbradford@aiec.coop 
Mail:  Illinois Country Living  

Attn: Colten Bradford 
PO Box 3787  
Springfield IL 62708 

Rules: Please include high-quality 
digital files or an original we can 
scan. When submitting, include 
details about the photo, artist’s name 
and the co-op name. If you would 
like us to return your work, include 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
We are not responsible for photos 
lost in the mail. We retain reprint and 
online rights.

Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full 
terms and conditions.

Cold as ice
1. CAROLYN POWERS

Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative

2. BRENT HUSTEDDE
Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative

3. LAURIE STARRETT
Jo-Carroll Energy

4. ELLEN MCRELL
Corn Belt Energy

5. TERESA BARKER
Corn Belt Energy

6. MYRA WOOD 
 BENNETT

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative

UPCOMING THEMES
March – Cars/trucks/tractors
April – Vivid colors
May – Flowers
June – Water

2

1

3 4

65
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visitcaterpillar.com

© 2019 Caterpillar       All Rights Reserved
CAT, CATERPILLAR, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow” and the 
“Power Edge” trade dress, BUILT FOR IT, as well as corporate and product 
identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used 
without permission.

110 SW Washington, Peoria, Illinois      I     309.675.0606  

BUILD AND PLAY
At Caterpillar, our engineers and scientists are working around the clock to keep up with 
a changing world. We are focused on things like automation, robotics, analytics and digital 
solutions to make sure our customers have the most cutting-edge resources on the planet. 
And the coolest part – our FUTURE engineers and scientists are already tackling these 
complicated challenges in the classroom thanks to a program called FIRST®.

Caterpillar is a proud Strategic Partner of FIRST, which helps students build the skills they 
need to develop the next cutting-edge technological advancements in manufacturing. 

In our new exhibit, “BUILDING BLOCKS,” learn how FIRST is changing the game from grade 
school through grad school…and beyond. Learn about this educational program and try your 
hand at operating a real robot and building your own creations.

The BUILDING BLOCKS for your child’s future are at their fingertips at the Caterpillar 
Visitors Center!

BUILD AND PLAY
At Caterpillar, our engineers and scientists are working around the clock to keep up with 
a changing world. We are focused on things like automation, robotics, analytics and digital 

FIRST® is a registered trademark of FIRST® (www.firstinspires,org), 
which is not overseeing, involved with, or responsible for this activity, 
product, or service.






