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The holidays are a time of year 
that many of us eagerly anticipate. 

The season is marked by special 
foods, seasonal decorations and lots 
of festivities. Numerous events are 
planned in our communities, many 
of which have become a tradition. 
 We cherish carrying on old family 
traditions and enjoy creating new 
ones. For me, I look forward to com-
munity events and more time spent 
with family and friends. 
 However, given the hustle and bustle 
of the season, the holidays can also 
offer an opportunity to slow down and 
refl ect. For all of us at Jo-Carroll Energy 
and Sand Prairie Internet, we are grate-
ful for you, the members of the co-op. 
 One of our founding principles as
a co-op is “Concern for Community.”
While our main focus is providing safe, 
reliable and affordable energy and 
internet service, we want to give back. 
We want to help the communities 
we serve thrive.

Refl ection
 Looking back at this past year, I’m 
grateful that we were able to make a 
positive impact. We care about the 
communities and members we serve. 
An important part of that culture is the 
volunteer spirit.
 Our JCE Ambassadors spend hours 
– on their own time – volunteering in 
our communities in support of local 
programs and organizations to help 
make a difference. If you need volun-
teers, consider the JCE Ambassadors. 
We would love to help energize your 
projects and events.

 We were also grateful for the 
opportunity to partner with local 
schools and fi re departments to 
raise awareness of the importance of 
safety. We visit with students and fi re 
districts across our service territory, 
most recently with an electrical safety 
demonstration for elementary classes in 
Scales Mound. 
 We continue to work closely with our 
high schools to award scholarships. 
We awarded nearly $10,000 in schol-
arships to high school seniors. Learn 
more about the opportunities available 
inside this issue.
 There are other ways we can help 
the community, whether we’re provid-
ing information about fi ber, solar and 
natural gas programs, or helping you 
fi nd ways to save energy at home, we 
want you to know we’re here to help. 
Please call us fi rst. We are here for you 
as your trusted energy advisor. 

Looking ahead
 In 2020, we hope you will share your 
opinions with us. We recognize that our 
members have a valuable perspective, 
and that’s why we continually seek your 
input. Whether through community 
events that we participate, our social 
media channels or the annual meeting, 
we want to hear from you. We are led 
by you – the members of the co-op – 
and we depend on your feedback.

continued on page 20B
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For your
information

Your Board of 
Directors:
David Senn
Chairman
District 7

Russell Holesinger
Vice Chairman

District 8
Marcia Stanger

Secretary
District 3

Martin Werner
District 1

Joseph Mattingley
District 2 

Dan Tindell
District 4

Patricia Smith
District 5

Thomas Lundy
District 6

Larry Carroll
District 9

Robert Kuhns
Treasurer
District 10

Offi ce Hours: 
Monday-Friday

Elizabeth
793 U.S. Route 20 West

 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Savanna

103 Chicago Ave.
 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

1:30 to 4  p.m.
Geneseo

1004 S. Chicago St.
7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

1:30 to 4 p.m.

Services and 
Billing Questions:

(800) 858-5522
www.jocarroll.com

For emergencies
and outages call:

(800) 858-5522

Chairman’s/AIEC Report – Chairman Senn 
discussed the importance of understanding 
the resolutions process for both the NRECA 
and AIEC. Senn noted that high speed 
fi ber/broadband remains a high priority in 
rural areas.
Policy 132 – A motion was made, sec-
onded and carried unanimously to approve 
Policy 132 – Municipal Franchise Fees and 
Other Charges, as is.
Governance Overview Topic – Director 
Marcy Stanger discussed Section 9 from 
the Electric Cooperative Governance 
Task Force Report on Board of Directors 
Meetings.
CEO Report – President and CEO, 
Casper discussed the fi ve major groups of 
Distributed Energy Resources (DER) and 
provided examples of each. 
Financial Operating Report – YTD operating 
margins through August were approximately 
$3.7 million vs. a budgeted amount of 
approximately $2.3 million. The current equity 
of the cooperative is 25.44 percent compared 
to 22.81 percent this month last year. 
Operations Update – Senior Vice President 

and Assistant General Manager Kyle Buros 
provided broadband subscriber metrics. 
External Relations Update – Chris 
Allendorf, Vice President of External 
Relations and General Counsel, referred to 
his written report. 
Board Issues and Action Items 
 A motion was made, seconded and 
carried unanimously to approve the RS 
Pension Prepayment plan. 
 A motion was made, seconded and 
carried unanimously to approve the 2018 
IRS Form 990. 
 A motion was made, seconded and 
carried unanimously to approve an update 
to Policy 801 regarding fi ber internet rates, 
to include higher bandwidth options, 
effective Nov. 1. 
 A motion was made seconded and car-
ried unanimously, with 1 abstention, to 
approve renewing the line of credit with 
Illinois Bank and Trust (IB&T).
Executive Session – None. 
Adjournment
 Chairman Senn adjourned the meeting 
at 11:20 a.m. 

Resume of Minutes
Sept. 25, 2019

The regular board meeting of Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc. (NFP) was held at the cooperative’s 
headquarters in Elizabeth, Illinois on Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 9 a.m.

A Safety Moment was provided by Director Marty Werner. 

Correction
 The photographer for the November photo in our 2020 calendar was 
inadvertently misidentifi ed in the November issue. Carol Robinson is the 
photographer who took the photo Train Time: Galena at Twilight

Reader prize
May your holiday season
be merry and bright 
continued from page 20A
 As we prepare for next year, we look 
forward to the opportunity to serve you 
and the greater community. On behalf 
of the Jo-Carroll and Sand Prairie family, 
we hope your holidays are indeed merry 
and bright!

Each month we print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll Energy member who is 

eligible to win a monthly $25 reader-
ship prize. If your name is printed in 
this month’s edition, and not a part of 
any article,  contact Jo-Carroll Energy . 



 DECEMBER 2019 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20C

Holiday Energy Credits
Warm someone’s heart this holiday season.

A wonderful gift for any Jo-Carroll Energy member!
Certi�cates are available in any amount and are applied
to the member’s energy bill for the amount purchased.

Ask any member service representative for more
information 800-858-5522.

Give �em �e gift of energy.

Petitions available for 
2020 director nominations

Nomination petitions for 
the 2020 Jo-Carroll Energy 

Board of Directors are now 
available.
 JCE’s directors are members 
and consumers just like you 
who live in and are a part of the 
communities we serve. Running 
for the board of directors and 
voting in elections are benefi ts 
of being a co-op member.
 Three director posts are 
up for election in 2020. They 
include representatives for 
Districts 3, 6 and 9. Any 
Jo-Carroll Energy member 
residing in a district that is up 
for election – including the 
incumbent – may petition for 
nomination in that district.
 Members interested in seek-
ing election to the board may 
download a petition from the 
cooperative’s website at jocar-
roll.com or pick up a form at 
any of JCE’s offi ces.
 Petitions must be signed 
by at least 25 JCE members 
residing in the district for which 
the director is to be elected. 

Petitions must be 
fi led at the coopera-
tive’s headquarters in 
Elizabeth no earlier than 
Monday, January 13, 2020 
and no later than Thursday, 
April 9.
 In order to qualify to have 
their name placed on the 
ballot, all nominees must 
participate in an orientation 
process provided by the 
attorney for the cooperative, 
assuring that all nominees fully 
understand the expectations 
and responsibilities of directors. 
These include, but are not 
limited to, time demands, 
education expectations and 
fi duciary duties.
 All eligible candidates will 
be listed on the cooperative’s 
website and in Hi-Lines.
 Complete details on director 
qualifi cations and the nomina-
tion procedure can be found 
in JCE’s bylaws posted at 
jocarroll.com. Anyone without 
internet access may request a 
copy by calling 800-858-5522.
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Deadline approaching for statewide scholarships

Illinois electric coop-
eratives will award 12 

scholarships in 2020 
to fi nancially assist 
deserving students 
in the electric coop-
erative family. The 12 
scholarships, $2,000 each, 
will be awarded through the 
Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program.

Six scholarships will be 
awarded to high school seniors 
who are the sons or daughters of 
Illinois electric co-op members. A 
seventh scholarship, the Earl W. 
Struck Memorial Scholarship, will 
be awarded to a student who is 
the son or daughter of an Illinois 
electric cooperative employee 
or director. Four additional 
scholarships are reserved for 
students enrolling full time at 
a two-year Illinois community 
college who are the sons or 
daughters of Illinois electric 
co-op members, employees 
or directors.
 The 12th scholarship, the 
LaVern and Nola McEntire 
Lineworker’s Scholarship, will 

help pay for costs to attend 
lineworker school conducted 

by the Association 
of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in 

conjunction with Lincoln 
Land Community College, 

Springfi eld, Ill. Sons and 
daughters of co-op members, 

relatives of co-op employees or 
directors, and individuals who 

have served or are serving in the 
armed forces or National Guard 
are all eligible for this scholarship.
 For more information regarding 
the scholarships, contact Peggy 
Francomb, Jo-Carroll Energy 
manager of communications 
and marketing. Information has 
also been shared with area high 
school guidance counselors and is 
available online at jocarroll.com.
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You can help us brighten 
someone’s holiday by tak-

ing part in Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
annual holiday food drive.
 Donations of nonperishable 
items will be accepted at 
Jo-Carroll’s offi ces in Elizabeth,
Savanna and Geneseo through
Dec. 13. Cooperative employ-
ees deliver the items in late 
December.
 Donated items are distrib-
uted to the 10 food pantries in 
the cooperative’s service area.
 Last year, cooperative mem-
bers and employees donated 

more than 850 pounds of 
nonperishable foods, paper 
goods and other items.
 Food pantries include: 
East Dubuque Food Pantry, 
United Churches of Galena 
Food Pantry, Elizabeth Food 
Basket, Hanover Food Bank, 
Savanna/Mount Carroll 
Food Pantry, Helping Hands 
Food Pantry (Chadwick/
Milledgeville), Thomson/
Fulton Food Pantry, Albany 
Food Pantry, Erie Food Pantry 
and Geneseo Food Pantry.

Electronic gift guide
This holiday season give the 

gift of tech! If you’re search-
ing for the latest gadgets and 
electronics to gift but don’t 
know where to start, we’ve 
got you covered. Here’s a list 
of ideas for your tech-savvy 
friends and family. With a range 
of prices and interests, there’s 
something for everyone. 

Gifts for those on the go:
We all have that friend who 
never stays in one place, so 
they’ll appreciate gifts that keep 
them charged and entertained 
while on the go. 
 A portable charger (or power 
bank) can keep smartphones 
and tablets juiced, and the good 
news is this gift won’t drain your 
wallet. You can purchase portable 
chargers online or at local retailers 
for as low as $20. Typically, these 

compact devices can fully charge 
an iPhone three times before 
running out of steam.
 A Bluetooth speaker is another 
great gift to keep those on the 
go entertained. Whether they’re 
listening to their favorite tunes 
or watching the latest fl ick, 
Bluetooth speakers can clarify 
and amplify volume to satisfy 
any media enthusiast. Prices 
range depending on features, 
but you can purchase a quality 
Bluetooth speaker online or at 
local retailers for as low as $30.

Gifts for the chef: Every foodie 
knows that temperature matters 
when mastering the perfect cut 
of meat. A Bluetooth-connected 
thermometer can help chefs 
ensure a delicious (and safe) meal. 
Just download the associated app 
and keep an eye on the grill right 

from your smartphone or tablet. 
Prices vary from $30 to $200, but 
you can purchase these gadgets 
online or any big box store. 
 Gifts for the pet owner:
Let’s face it––pet owners would 
be lost without their fur babies. 
Luckily, pet tracking products 
continue to advance, so pet 
owners can always keep an 
eye on their furry friends. Most 
trackers attach to the pet’s 
collar. Prices vary depending 
on the tracker’s capabilities, but 
some features include water 
resistance, health monitoring 
and exceptional battery life. You 
can purchase pet trackers online 
or at a pet store. 
 With so many electronics 
available, you’re sure to fi nd the 
perfect gift for your tech-savvy 
loved ones. Happy shopping!

OFFICE CLOSINGS
Our offi  ces will be closed 

Christmas Eve and Christmas, 
Dec. 24-25

New Year’s Day, Jan. 1
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Shopping for a generator? Do a little homework first

Generators are classifi ed by 
how much power or watts 

they produce. That wattage mea-
surement is important because 
it determines how many devices 
you can power. According to 
Consumer Reports (CR), the typi-
cal home requires 5,000 watts to 
cover the basics.
 When considering which 
generator to buy, decide what 
you can’t live without when 
the power is out. Then add the 
wattages to get an idea of how 
much power you need.
 For example, a refrigera-
tor typically takes 600 watts to 
run; a sump pump requires 
750 to 1,500; a portable heater 
can take 1,500; and lights 
can require 60 to 600 watts 
(depending on the number and 
the size of your home).
 Safe Electricity and Jo-Carroll 
Energy offer background on four 
types of supplemental power 
sources.
 Portable generator –
Because these usually run on gas-
oline, they are dangerous since 
they produce carbon monoxide 
(CO). Because of that, never run 

these indoors or in an enclosed 
space, and always keep them 
at least 20 feet from your home 
when operating. Additionally, 
do not use them in damp or wet 
conditions. Some newer models 
feature a built-in CO sensor that 
triggers an automatic shut-off 
if it detects CO buildup. Other 
models are designed to emit less 
fumes. Both safety features help to 
save lives. Prices range from $400 
to $1,000.
 Inverter generator – This 
type has a more complex engine 
than its portable cousin. Because 
of that, inverter generators cost 
more than portable. They are 
quieter since they throttle up 
and down to match demand 

(instead of running at constant 
full power). They boast more 
advanced exhaust systems, 
which helps with noise levels. 
Inverter generators typically cost 
$500 to $4,000, and if you pick 
this kind of generator, follow 
the same safety precautions you 
would with a portable version.
 Standby generator – This 
is the most expensive type of 
generator, and models range 
from 5,000 to 20,000 watts. 
Standby generators are also 
the most convenient, since they 
are permanently mounted and 
kick on automatically when the 

power goes out. They run on 
propane or natural gas and cost 
$3,000 to $6,000, not includ-
ing installation. Don’t install 
them yourself; they should be 
installed by an experienced 
electrician.
 Portable power stations – 
These stations don’t use gasoline 
or propane; instead they are 
powered by a battery that can 
be charged by electricity or a 
solar panel. They cost more than 
traditional portable generators 
at $750 to $3,000. They are 
quiet and don’t produce fuel 
emissions, so they can be used 
indoors. The downside, they 
don’t power as many appliances 
as portable generators and don’t 
run for an extended period.
 For more information about 
electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.
org. Michael Horwick
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CONNECTING OUR MEMBERS
You deserve fast, reliable internet . . . we’re work-
ing to bring it to you.

Our Sand Prairie dvision is working to build our fiber 
internet system from the ground up. Wondering 
where Sand Prairie is building? Here’s the status of our 
Sand Prairie neighborhoods (as of press time):

 �EAST DUBUQUE: ED 1 Construction.
All other ED neighborhoods @ Interest Phase
 �ELIZABETH: All ELZ neighborhoods, installation 
available
 �GALENA: G0 & G15 Installation available; G8 & G16 @ 
Sign-up. All others @ Interest Phase
 �HIGH RIDGE: G17 Construction
 �MENOMINEE: MEN1 @ Interest Phase
 �CHESTNUT: CHT1 Construction

N 800-858-5522
D connectSP.com
M 793 US 20 West, Elizabeth IL 61028

�

�

�

�

�

�

 THE GALENA TERRITORY: GT10 Construction; 
GT5, GT 6 & GT13 @ Sign-up
All other GT neighborhoods @ Interest Phase
 SCALES MOUND: SM1 Sign-up; all other 
neighborhoods @ Interest Phase
 APPLE CANYON LAKE: CYN6 Installation available. 
All other CYN neighborhoods @ Sign-up

 MT CARROLL: All neighborhoods @ Interest Phase
 SAVANNA: SAV11 PreConstuction; all other 
neighborhoods @ Interest Phase
 FENTON: FTN1 Sign-up
YORK: YRK1 PreConstruction

Not sure what neighborhood you live in? 
Check out our Fiber Communities map 
on connectSP.com to see if service is 
available in your area or to tell us you’re 
interested.

�

A utility-scale solar genera-
tion site is now online and 

producing renewable energy 
in Jo-Carroll Energy’s service 
territory. 
 The York Solar Site, located 
near Thomson, Ill., is a 1.5 
megawatt solar energy array 
owned and operated by ENGIE 
North America. Dairyland Power 
Cooperative, Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
wholesale power provider, has a 
power purchase agreement with 
ENGIE for the full output of the 
facility. ENGIE installed, owns, 
operates and maintains the facility. 
 “The development of local 
renewable energy is an impor-
tant step in charting a sustain-
able path for our cooperative 
membership,” said Mike Casper, 
Jo-Carroll President and CEO.
 The solar installation is engi-
neered with a tracking system 
which follows the path of the sun 

to increase energy production. 
Beneficial bee and butterfly hab-
itat is also being developed at 
the York solar energy site. ENGIE 
is using native seed mixes of 
grasses and flowers to create a 
certified pollinator garden. 
 The York Solar Site is one 
of 18 solar installations that 
Dairyland has under contract 

for the benefit of Jo-Carroll 
Energy and 23 other member 
cooperatives within Dairyland’s 
service territory in Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Iowa and Illinois. 
Together, York Solar and the 
17 other sites yield 25 MW of 
solar energy, producing enough 
renewable energy to power 
nearly 4,000 homes.

New solar generating site  
in JCE’s service territory


