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Knoblock hired as new field technician

Meet the Employees

Patrick Sondag
Tree Trimming Apprentice

Tell us about yourself 
My parents are Bobbi Sondag 
(mother), Allen Gill and Pat Sondag. I 
am one of six children. I am engaged to 
Aspen Duncan and have two nieces.

When I was a child, I wanted to be: 
A professional hunter on the ION 
Outdoor Channel.

If I could have any meal to eat, it 
would include:
I would have morel mushrooms, with 
fried crappie with mac and cheese.

Describe the best vacation you 
ever took: 
A week-long trip to the Lake of the 

Ozarks. We boated, skied and fished 
all week.

Do you have a collection of 
something?
No

What was your favorite thing to 
play as a child? 
Wiffle ball

What do you see yourself  
doing after you retire? 
Hunting, fishing and taking trips all 
over the country.

Darren Knobloch, 31, of rural Fults, 
was recently hired as our new field 

technician as of July 1.
	 He was recently employed by TWM 
as a survey crew chief and has worked 
there since October 2016. Previously, 
Darren worked for Gateway F.S. for 
four years as a custom applicator and 
then grain bin salesman.
	 Darren has been married to his wife, 
Amanda, for almost five years, and they 
have a 2.5-year-old daughter, Brooke.
	 He graduated from Valmeyer High 
School in 2006 and is a graduate of 
SIU-E Edwardsville with a degree in 
economics and finance.

	 Darren’s hobbies include hunting, 
fishing and playing golf, mostly at 
Acorn’s Golf Course.
	 “I’m really looking forward to my 
opportunity here at the cooperative as 
a field technician,” Darren said. “I’ve 
got a lot to learn and am very anxious 
to get started.”
	 President/CEO Alan Wattles said, 
“Darren came through a very thorough 
screening process in our quest to fill 
this important position for us. He will 
make a great addition to our workforce 
for the challenging years to come.”
	 We welcome Darren, Amanda and 
Brooke to the cooperative family!

Darren Knobloch
New field technician

MCEC line outages - August 2019
Date Duration # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation

8/8/2019 10:01 1 Bushy Prairie Rd Other, deterioration Waterloo
8/8/2019 0:10 45 Bushy Prairie Rd/Rock Rd Maintenance Waterloo

8/20/2019 0:30 2 Goeddeltown Rd Lightning Waterloo

8/20/2019 2:01 29 Powell Rd Trees, other Poe
8/22/2019 0:18 583 Waterloo area (east/south) Other, utilities Waterloo

8/28/2019 1:18 3 Concordia Church Rd Unknown East Carondelet
8/31/2019 1:37 44 Country Acres/imbs station Other, deterioration East Carondelet

The one card that does it all.

Connections.coop
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MCEC,

 Trinity Lutheran School used the grant to 

purchase Lego Education kits for Lego Club. We 

purchased two Simple and Powered Machines 

kits, which are appropriate for the 5th-8th 

grade students. We also purchased an Early 

Simple Machines kit, which is appropriate for 

Kindergar ten-2nd grade students. Our original kits 

are geared toward 2nd-5th grade students, so this 

grant allowed us to expand our resources to offer 

the right type Lego projects to all our students 

who are a par t of Lego Club. 

All the projects included with these kits are based 

on simple machines and how simple machines 

can be used to solve problems. After the students 

build their project, they are given a problem 

to solve. The students have been loving the 

challenges provided with these new kits!

Thank you so much for this grant!

Andrea Sattler

Trinity Lutheran School

Red Bud

Attention Educators
and Administrators!

Have an educational project 
you’d like funded?

______________________

$7,500 available through Touchstone Energy
Classroom Empowerment Grants

 Enter our Touchstone Energy’s 
Classroom Empowerment Grant 
Program and your submission could 
win a $500 grant for classroom and 
education projects!
 Touchstone Energy Empowerment 
Grants totaling $7,500 are being 
funded by Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative, Inc. for the 2019-2020 
school year. For more information 
about the grant program, go to our 
website at www.mcec.org. You can 
also contact Allan Masterson at 
amasterson@mcec.org.

Grant applications will need to 
include the following information:

 A description of the project and 
what it will accomplish

 Th e estimated cost of the project
 An explanation of why outside 

funds are necessary to complete 
the project

 Whether other funding options 
have been pursued, and if so, how

 When project will be completed
 Th e number of people aff ected            

   by the project

 If the project’s goals are measur-
able, and how

 How the project ties in Touch-
stone Energy’s four core values 
of Integrity, Accountability, 
Innovation, and Commitment 
to Community

 Photos and supporting data are 
encouraged. Grant applications must 
be received at Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative by Monday, November 
4, 2019. Entries will be evaluated by an 
impartial panel of judges. Awards will 
be announced on December 9, 2019.


