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BY THE COMMUNITY, 
FOR THE COMMUNITY
OCTOBER IS NATIONAL CO-OP MONTH

 When you think of October, 
pumpkins, Halloween and 
beautiful fall foliage 
naturally come to 
mind. But October is 
notable for another 
reason – it’s National 
Co-op Month! This is 
the time of year when 
cooperatives across the 
country, including EnerStar 
Electric Cooperative, refl ect on 
who we are and, more importantly, the 
members we serve.
 Cooperatives are different than 
other types of businesses. They are 
conveners for the common good. Our 
co-op pioneers were a group of rural 
farmers, under the guidance of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau, who came 
together in 1938 to bring electricity to 
our community. Today, your electric co-
op exists to provide safe, reliable and 
affordable energy to you, the members 
of the co-op. Equally important is our 
mission to enrich the lives of the mem-
bers we serve. 
 As a co-op, we are well-suited to 
meet the needs of the community 
because we are locally governed. 
EnerStar’s leadership team and em-
ployees live right here in the communi-
ties we serve. Our board of directors, 

who helps set long-term 
priorities for the co-op, 

live locally on co-op 
lines. These board 
members have been 
elected to the posi-
tion by neighbors 
like you. 

      We know our 
members (that’s you!) 

have a valuable per-
spective. That’s why we are 

continually seeking your input. 
Whether through community events, 
our social media channels or the annual 
meeting, we want to hear from you.
 Our close connection to the com-
munity ensures we get a fi rst-hand 
perspective on local priorities, thereby 
enabling us to make more informed 
decisions on long-term investments, 
such as community solar programs, 
equipment and technology upgrades 
and electric vehicle programs. 
 Another feature that sets our co-op 
apart from a traditional utility is one 
of our core principles, “Concern for 
Community.” We partner with other 
local non-profi t organizations, schools, 
police and fi re emergency personnel, 
and more to support worthy programs 
in our area. We participate in the 
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October is National 
Co-op Month. 
Electric co-ops are proud to
power more than 20 million
American homes, businesses, 
farms and schools in 48 states. 
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AUTONOMY AND 
INDEPENDENCE

Members contribute equitably to, 

part of that capital is usually the 
common property of the 

any, on capital subscribed as a 

allocate surpluses for any or all of 
the following purposes: developing 

up reserves, part of which at least 

approved by the membership.

members. If they enter into 

including governments, or raise 
capital from external sources, they do 

control by their members and 

to more than 42 million consumers in 47 states and 
whose retail sales account for approximately 12 
percent of total electricity sales in the United States. 
Learn more at NRECA.cooppublic power districts providing retail electric service 
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 While she has been at EnerStar 
since November 2018, through 
Manpower Employee Services, Britta 
Baker officially joined the coopera-
tive in September. Baker will serve 
as a member service representative, 
helping the membership with all 
billing and consumer service func-
tions as well as assisting with co-op 
special projects. 
 Britta graduated from Lake Land 
College with an associate degree 
in business management. She was 
the senior store coordinator for 14 

AUTONOMY AND 
INDEPENDENCE

Members contribute equitably to, 

part of that capital is usually the 
common property of the 

any, on capital subscribed as a 

allocate surpluses for any or all of
the following purposes: developing

up reserves, part of which at least 

approved by the membership.

members. If they enter into

including governments, or raise 
capital from external sources, they do

control by their members and 

to more than 42 million consumers in 47 states and 
whose retail sales account for approximately 12 
percent of total electricity sales in the United States. 
Learn more at NRECA.cooppublic power districts providing retail electric service 

VOLUNTARY AND 
OPEN MEMBERSHIP

able to use their services and 

of membership, without gender,

DEMOCRATIC
MEMBER CONTROL

MEMBERS’ ECONOMIC
PARTICIPATION

accountable to the membership. In

EDUCATION, TRAINING
AND INFORMATION

CONCERN FOR 
COMMUNITY

While focusing on member needs,

sustainable development of their 

accepted by their members.

training for their members, elected 

employees so that they can 

They inform the general public, 

opinion leaders, about the nature

COOPERATION AMONG
COOPERATIVES

years at Cellular One of East Central 
Illinois in Paris, Ill., before the com-
pany was sold to AT&T in 2016. 
 “I am excited for the opportunity 
to be a part of the Enerstar family,” 
said Britta. “I look forward to using 
my experience in customer service to 
assist our members.”
 Britta was born and raised in 
Kansas, Ill., where she lives with 
her husband John and their two 
children Brooke, 14, and Wes, 9. 
The family spends most of their time 
attending the children’s school and 

athletic events. In addition, Britta 
has served on the Kansas school 
board for 8 years.

TAKE OUR CAR! PLEASE!
COME CHECK OUT AND TEST DRIVE ENERSTAR’S 

ALL-ELECTRIC CHEVY BOLT!
	 Most	major	car	manufacturers	are	committed	to	a	future	that	includes	electric	vehicles.	And	at	
EnerStar,	we	want	to	assist	our	members	as	they	learn	about	this	new	technology!	We	invite	you	to	come	
check	out	and	test	drive	our	all-electric	Chevy	Bolt!	We	think	you	will	be	surprised	with	its	peppy,	fun	to	
drive	vibe.	Give	us	a	call	at	1-800-635-4145	to	schedule	a	drive	today!

We	would	be	happy	for	your	business,	school,	club	or	organization	to	borrow	the	EV	as	well.
Got	questions?	Give	us	a	call!

Must show proof of current driver’s license

“New” face at EnerStar



 OCTOBER 2019 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING Pb 20D ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

KOHLER Whole House Generators
	 When	bad	weather	rolls	in,	it	can	mean	
damage	to	EnerStar’s	electric	system,	and	
severe	weather	can	bring	extended	outages.	
For	those	who	need	uninterrupted	power	
due	to	medical	devices	or	others	who	always	
want	to	have	power,	it	may	be	ti	me	to	install	a	
generator.	Because	of	this,	EnerStar	now	off	ers	
Kohler	standby	power	generators	for	purchase.	
Financing	is	also	available.	Our	employees	
and	your	installer	will	guide	you	to	the	best	
model	for	you	wants	and	needs.	Contact	
EnerStar’s	Tim	Haddix	at	800-635-4145	or	
thaddix@enerstar.com	about	generator	soluti	ons.		

Financing available…

Electric Cooperative Youth Tour, 
where we take our community’s 
brightest young people to 
Washington, D.C. for a week-
long immersion to experience 
democracy in action. 
 Ultimately, the larger 
community benefi ts from these 
programs because of you and 
your neighbors. You empower 
the co-op through your 
membership and through your 
participation in and support of 
these programs.
 We hope you will think of 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative as 
more than your energy provider, 
but instead as a local business 
that supports this community 
and powers economic 
development and prosperity 
for the people. 
 We will continue to learn 
from our members about their 
priorities so that we can bet-
ter serve you – because your 
electric co-op was built by the 
community, for the community. 

Cooperative month
Continued from page 20A


