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Your Local WaterFurnace Dealer

1. 30% through 2019, 26% through 2020 and 22% through 2021.
2. With registration of your Symphony Home Comfort Platform

Rebates available only to residential customers through participating dealers. WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.

visit us at waterfurnace.com/Event

Upgrading to geo can save you even more, if you hurry!
WaterFurnace units can save you up to 70% on heating, cooling & hot 
water by capturing the clean, renewable energy in your backyard to provide 
incredible home comfort. Now, for a limited time, we’re offering very special 
rebates on our most efficient and comfortable geothermal heat pumps—
the variable speed 7 Series and the dual capacity 5 Series—from now until 
October 31, 2019. Hurry and contact your local WaterFurnace dealer to learn 
more about the Geothermal Upgrade Event!

    7 SERIES

 $2000
     INSTANT REBATE

  5 SERIES

$1000
    INSTANT REBATE 

Upgrade to geothermal 
for incredible comfort and savings

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT THROUGH 20191

RECEIVE AN

Amazon 
Echo Dot

FOR FREE2
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Harness the power of the sun...

...by using the Earth.

Geothermal gives you the freedom to focus on life

WaterFurnace geothermal systems provide reliable operation 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week, 365 days a year—rain or shine, day or night, windy or not. They use the stored 
solar energy in the ground to provide your family luxurious comfort and incredible 
savings. In fact, it’s the only HVAC system that’ll pay you back—and with the renewed 
30%federal tax credit1, there’s never been a better time to switch to the Reliable 
Renewable. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today. 

•   The Reliable Renewable is a trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.1. 30% through 2019, 26% through 2020 and 22% through 2021

visit us at waterfurnace.com/Reliable

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT 1

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 429-1105

Delavan
Jeckel Plmb & Htg
(309) 244-8265

Flora
Dan’s Electro Electric
(618) 662-4520

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg & A/C
(309) 965-2604

Macomb
Arnold Bros. Htg & Clg
(309) 833-2852

Marion, Harrisburg
D & C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Pinckneyville
Parker Htg & Clg
(618) 357-8951

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb, Htg & A/C
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Petersburg
Collins Plmb & Htg
(217) 793-8031

Thomasboro
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125

Virden/Litchfield
Snell Plmb & Htg
(217) 965-3911



Bloomington, IL
Master Brothers
309-661-0400
Carbondale, IL
Jacobs Air 

 Conditioning & 
 Heating, Inc.

618-529-2989
Carlinville, IL
Gibbel Home Services
217-854-9454

Champaign, IL
Lanz Heating 

& Cooling
217-202-6858
Fairfield, IL
Hayes Plumbing and 

Heating
618-847-3121
Jacksonville, IL
Little Heating & Air 

Conditioning
217-742-3332

Steeleville, IL
Williams Heating & A/C
618-965-2040
Taylorville, IL
Yard Heating & Cooling
217-824-4737
Warren, IL
B&R Plumbing
815-541-8031
Winchester, IL
Little Heating & Air 

Conditioning
217-742-3332

Visit at: climatemaster.com

Cut your energy bills. ClimateMaster geothermal sys-
tems tap the constant temperature of the earth to pro-
vide heating, cooling, and hot water. Your home stays 
comfortable year-round while trimming your energy 
use by up to 80%. And now with new federal tax cred-
its, you will save an additional 30% on the total instal-
lation. Best of all, ClimateMaster systems are not only 
a good investment, they are a cleaner choice for the 
environment. To learn more about how the geothermal 
technology leader can help you cut your energy bills, 
visit climatemaster.com or call 877-436-6263 today.

Cut your heating and cooling 
costs up to 80%.
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Leaders of in� uence
Our words and actions impact 
those we interact with.
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This month’s 
highlights
News/Legislation/Trends/Tips

 1 4  E N E R G Y  S O L U T I O N S

Heat pumps
Is a heat pump right 
for your home?

 16  P O W E R E D  U P

Bill pay scams
Don’t fall victim to third-
party bill pay services.

 18  S A F E T Y  C H E C K 

Stay safe during 
harvest season
Prevent farming accidents 
with safe practices.

 20  G A R D E N W I S E

Key fall garden tasks
Prepare your garden for 
greater success next year.

3 2   F I N E S T  C O O K I N G

An apple a day
Try some delicious apple 
recipes this fall.

 3 4  G R E A T  O U T D O O R S

Feed the birds
What do birds need to 
survive winter?

 3 8  S N A P S H O T S

Silhouettes
Readers share their best shots 
inspired by dark vs. light.

22 Climbing to success
How a co-op’s intern program helps kickstart 
lineworker careers.

26 Looking for lineworkers
� e electric utility industry is broadening its 
reach to a� ract untapped populations.

28 Enhancing education, 
one grant at a time
Illinois electric co-ops award grants to bene� t 
area classrooms. 

30 Winner winner chicken dinner
� is month PRAIRIE TABLE visits Giant City 
State Park Lodge & Restaurant.  
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Illinois Country Living is a monthly 
publication serving the communications 
needs of the locally-owned, not-for-
pro� t electric cooperatives of Illinois. 
With a circulation of almost 189,000, 
the magazine informs cooperative 
consumer-members about issues 
affecting their electric cooperative 
and the quality of life in rural Illinois. 

PRESIDENT/CEO

Duane Noland
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Warren Goetsch
VICE PRESIDENT OF 
COMMUNICATIONS/EDITOR

Valerie Cheatham
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Colten Bradford
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Cheryl Solomon
Cheryl@amp.coop 
CREATIVE SERVICES MANAGER

Chris Reynolds
CREATIVE SERVICES 
ASSISTANT MANAGER

Lisa Cherry
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS

Jennifer Danzinger, 
Kathy Feraris
CONTRIBUTORS

Nancy McDonald,
Karen Binder, 
Candice Hart
Illinois Country Living (ISSN number 
1086-8062) is published monthly by 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, 6460 S. Sixth Street 
Frontage Road East, Spring� eld, 
IL 62712. The cost is $2.88 plus 
postage per year for members of 
subscribing cooperatives and $12 
per year for all others. Periodical 
postage paid at Spring� eld, Illinois, 
and additional mailing o�  ces. 
© 2019 Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 

COOPERATIVE MEMBERS: For 
address changes contact your 
local electric cooperative.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 
3787, Spring� eld, IL 62708.

ADVERTISING: Acceptance of 
advertising by the magazine does not 
imply endorsement by the publisher 
or the electric cooperatives of Illinois 
of the product or service advertised. 
Illinois Country Living is not responsible 
for the performance of the product 
or service advertised and reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising. 

www.icl.coop

800-593-2432   info@icl.coop 

www.touchstoneenergy.com

Member of AMP network of 
publications, reaching more than 9 
million households and businesses.

         

            

Leaders of in� uence 
AS A DOCTORAL PROFESSOR I am always concerned 
about the level of my in� uence. Our words as well 
as our actions impact those with whom we lead or 
interact with daily.

Napoleon Hill once stated, “� ink twice before 
you speak, because your words and in� uence will 
plant the seed of either success or failure in the 
mind of another.”

I have witnessed successful business owners 
negatively impact their employees because they did 
not recognize their direct ability to in� uence oth-
ers. O� -handed comments and disparaging com-

ments meant to be amusing, o� en 
had the opposite e� ect, and organiza-
tional chaos ensued.

Our words do a� ect others. Make 
sure they are upli� ing, motivating 
and inspiring. Leave the jokes or o� -
color comments to the comedians – 
they have no place in organizational 
structure. “You cannot antagonize 
and in� uence at the same time,” as 
articulated by J.S. Knox.

Given our ability to in� uence 
others, an article titled, “How to 
Dramatically Increase Your In� uence 
as a Leader,” by Lolly Daskel, high-
lights important leadership points. In 

parentheses, I include how to add this to your lead-
ership domain.

Provide opportunities for wins. (Create an 
environment conducive for others to achieve small 
wins that will magnify their potential. � ey will 
admire your ability to transform challenges into 
opportunities, and opportunities into wins.)

Believe in your people. (� ere is no greater 
inspiration than empowering others to achieve 
their purpose synced with the organization. Stating, 
“I believe in you,” allows others to achieve the 
seemingly impossible.)

Serve others before yourself. (Transforma-
tional leaders are experts at losing themselves in the 
service to others. If character is what you do when 
no one else is looking, then you are what you do 
and not what you say you will do. Be authentic.)

Give trust so you can earn trust. (Trust is the 
foundational principle that solidi� es all relation-
ships. Exceptional leaders exemplify building team-
work, and, in the process, stimulates trust.)

� ink bigger for others—even bigger than 
they think of themselves. (Service to others and 

helping others achieve their goals build diamond 
organizations. Sel� ess leaders ignite our passions 
and allow us the ability to mimic their behavior in 
serving a greater need than our own.)

Truly connect with people. (Great lead-
ers ignite our passions by connecting with others 
and relating to them in a way that increases their 
own unique brand of in� uence. Forming true con-
nections enables in� uence to transcend arti� cial 
boundaries.)

Invest in the success of others. (� ere is noth-
ing more in� uential than investing in people and 
allowing them to reach their potential. True leaders 
stimulate and kindle the innate desire for others to 
reach their potential, which brings out the best in 
others as well.)

Extend honor to receive respect. (Respect 
is never given, rather it is earned. In� uence grows 
sequentially as you extend honor and respect to 
others.)

Lead with character. (Character rides in tan-
dem with ethical behavior. In� uence is predicated 
on character, integrity and ethical behavior.)

Li�  people up. (Transformational leaders 
inspire others by li� ing others up. Always show 
and practice kindness and a� ention to others. � e 
simple act of being kind exerts more in� uence than 
you realize.)

Lead with authority but allow autonomy. 
(� e key to successful leadership is in� uence, not 
authority. If you truly want people to respect you as 
a leader, you must prove to them they can survive, 
thrive and even prosper without you.)

Lead from within. (Leaders should in� uence 
others in such a way that it builds people up, 
encourages and edi� es them so they can duplicate 
this a� itude in others.)

Converging thoughts escalate when we unleash 
the power and potential of people and organiza-
tions for the common good. Diamond leaders 
unleash these three values: ethics – doing the right 
things for the right reasons; relationships – building 
mutual trust and respect with our stakeholders; and 
� nally, inspiring others to achieve their goals while 
meeting the needs and values of the organizations.

In the end, as stated by Rob Siltanen, “People 
who are crazy enough to think they can change the 
world, are the ones who do.”

What do you want to change and what is your 
legacy of in� uence?

Dr. Edward Piatt, Ed.D., is a 
retired manager from the state of 
Illinois with 32 years of frontline 
leadership experience. He is an 
adjunct professor of business 
at Olivet Nazarene University. 
Contact him at epiatt@olivet.edu.
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WE SELL LAND
OVER 180 CURRENT L IST INGS

• Over $173 Million in Illinois land sales the past two years • Over 27,000 Illinois acres sold in the past two
years • Over 433 Illinois transactions in the past two years

whitetailproperties.com
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC | dba Whitetail Properties | Nebraska & North Dakota DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties Real Estate LLC. | Lic. in IL, MO, IA, KS, KY, NE & OK - Dan Perez, Broker | Lic. in AR, CO, GA, MN, ND, TN, SD & WI - Jeff Evans, Broker | Lic in FL, OH, & PA  - 

Jefferson Kirk Gilbert, Broker | Lic. in NM & TX - Joey Bellington, Broker | Lic. in IN - John Boyken, Broker | Lic. in LA, MS, GA & AL - Sybil Stewart, Broker | Lic. in TN - Chris Wakefi eld, Broker | Lic. in TN - Bobby Powers, Broker | Lic. in AR - Johnny Ball, Broker | Lic. in SC - Rick Elliot, 
Broker | Lic. in NC - Rich Baugh, Broker | Lic. in MI - Edmund Joel Nogaski , Broker

KYLE SCHULTZ
Agent, Land Specialist

(309) 532-0188

TYLER SELLENS
Agent, Land Specialist

(309) 341-6431

JOE CEBUHAR
Agent, Land Specialist

(309) 333-5133

CLYDE HUTCHINSON
Agent, Land Specialist

(618) 581-6265

JEFF HEIL
Agent, Land Specialist

(573) 880-6150

JUSTIN MASON
Agent, Land Specialist

(618) 638-5031

ED PRESLEY 
Agent, Land Specialist

(217) 251-8195

ADAM CRUMRIN
Agent, Land Specialist

(217) 276-2334

BEN PLATTNER
Broker, Land Specialist

(217) 691-2565

JARED WASHBURN
Agent, Land Specialist

(618) 780-3398

JASON ENDRES
Agent, Land Specialist

(309) 224-9135

TIM LANE
Agent, Land Specialist

(815) 953-5332
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OCTOBER 
C H E C K L I S T
Learn CPR. Nearly 45 
percent of out-of-hospital 
cardiac arrest 
victims 
survived when 
bystander 
CPR was 
administered. Find a 
CPR course near you. 

Stop bullying. Encourage 
kids to speak to a trusted adult 

if they are bullied 
or see others 
being bullied. 
For tips go to 
stopbullying.gov. 

Be cyber safe. Take 
proactive 
steps to 
protect your 
personal 
information. Own IT. Secure IT. 
Protect IT. Go to www.dhs.gov.

Tip of the month. When 
was the last time you replaced 

your air 
conditioner/
furnace 
filter? 
Replacing 

a dirty, clogged filter 
can reduce your furnace 
energy consumption 
by 5 to 15 percent. 

Your unique source of power
You have a unique story to tell about 
yourself because you are part of an electric 
cooperative community. But if you’re like a 
lot of electric co-op members, you might not 
feel you know enough to tell that story well. 
So, here’s some help.

About one in 10 Americans receives 
their power the way you do, from an 
electric co-op. These co-ops belong to the 
people they serve—that would be you and 
your neighbors. Electric co-ops were first 
developed in the 1930s because city utilities, 
owned by investors wanting to make a 
profit, ignored rural America—they didn’t 
think there was enough money to be earned 
there. So, people in rural communities met 
with each other and formed their own local 
electric co-ops. 

October is National Co-op Month, the 
time of year when cooperatives across the 
country celebrate the many ways co-ops are 
unique and, more importantly, the members 
they serve. This year, the focus is our ties to 
the local community. Your co-op was built 
by the community, for the community, so 
let’s look at what that means for you, the 
members of the co-op. 

Your co-op is here to stay. Since the 
co-op belongs to the members it serves with 

safe, reliable, affordable energy, it’s not going 
to move out of the country, or even across 
the state. It’s staying right where it is.

Your co-op knows you. No two co-ops 
are alike. Across the country, there are more 
than 900 electric co-ops. Because each of 
those co-ops belongs to the people who live 
there, the co-op listens to the community 
they are a part of. Whether it’s working with 
the latest energy efficiency technologies or 
keeping the electric grid safe and secure, your 
electric co-op can offer solutions that make 
the most sense locally.

Your co-op cares about your community. 
The co-op’s top priority is to power the 
community. It is not owned by far-away, 
or even nearby, investors looking only for 
a good return on their money. Your co-op 
also partners with local organizations on 
community events, fundraisers, youth 
programs and more. We’re your friends 
and neighbors. By investing in the local 
community, your electric co-op supports 
economic development and prosperity for 
all, right here at home. 

And these are just a few ways you and 
your electric co-op are one of a kind. 
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Source: Paul Wesslund, NRECA
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Light the way
Remarks made by Kally Mayo, Illinois Youth Leadership 
Council (YLC) representative and Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association Youth Tour representative, at the 
YLC Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C.  

Corett a Scott  King once said, “Struggle is a 
never-ending process. Freedom is never really 
won. You earn it and win it in every generation.” 

I want to thank 
Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative 
Association and 
the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) 
for this amazing 
opportunity that has 
been given to me.

It is all because of you that when it is my turn 
to light the world, I will be prepared. It is because 
of you that future leaders will do great things. 

My generation is so unique, so diverse. It 
puts us one step ahead of the game by helping 
us understand those around us. Th e NRECA 
is exposing the next generation of leaders to 
principles like volunteerism, democratic control, 
economic participation, independence, education, 
cooperation and concern for community. 

Without any of these, where would the world 
be? Where would our future leaders be? 

Take a moment and imagine a fi refl y. At fi rst, 
you see only one but slowly more and more 
show up. Th ey look like litt le sparks. Youth are 
the fi refl ies. We are the spark for America.

We are learning to lead with passion, 
kindness and understanding. Good leadership 
sparks inspiration. We can light the way like 
co-ops light up rural areas. Youth are the future. 
We need to start preparing now. 

Electric cooperatives are playing a huge part 
in the development of America by engaging 
youth in leadership roles now. Younger 
generations will be the new face of America 
when the time comes. Th e world is changing. 
We need to harness these changes and use them 
to inspire teenagers of today to get involved 
in their communities and change them for 
the bett er. Who bett er to do that than their 
own peers? 

Th ank you to my local electric cooperative 
and the NRECA for building me as a leader to 
go home and be that spark the world needs. I 
can’t wait to light the way, like you do. 

Clay Electric helps secure 
REDLG monies for local 
fi re department
Th e Harter-Stanford Fire Protection District, 
Flora, fi nally has the new fi re truck their depart-
ment has desperately needed, thanks to help 
from Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc., Flora, and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
Clay Electric helped secure a $280,000 loan 
from the USDA Rural Economic Development 
Loan and Grant (REDLG) program for pur-
chase of the truck. 

Th e cooperative acts as a pass-through for 
the funds and their participation in the REDLG 
program is just another way it exhibits its concern 
for local communities – one of the principles on 
which co-ops were built and continue to operate. 

“We were thrilled to be able to help the fi re 
district and ultimately our members by helping 
secure the REDLG loan,” said Luke Johnson, 
Clay Electric CEO. “It is the fi rst REDLG loan 
agreement for the co-op, and we hope to be able 
to do more in the future.” 

Expecting trick-
or-treaters or 
party guests?

Check out these tips to help 
make Halloween festivities fun 
and safe.

• Provide healthier treats for 
those little ghosts and goblins 
and include a variety of fruits 
and vegetables for guests.

• Use trick-or-treat time as an 
opportunity for kids to get their 
daily dose of 60 minutes of 
physical activity.

• Be sure walking areas and 
stairs are well-lit and free of 
obstacles that could cause 
someone to fall.

•  Keep candle-lit jack-o’-lanterns 
and luminaries away from door-
steps, walkways, landings and 
curtains. Place them on sturdy 
tables out of the reach of pets 
and small children. Never leave 
them unattended.

• Remind drivers to watch out for 
trick-or-treaters and to drive 
safely. 

Source: cdc.gov 
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Cooperation among 
cooperatives
As Hurricane Dorian was approaching the east-
ern seaboard of Florida over Labor Day weekend, 
electric cooperative emergency line crews from 
Illinois headed south. As the storm moved north, 
the crews shift ed to help fellow cooperatives in 
North Carolina.  

Th e Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives’ (AIEC) safety department 
put its Emergency Work Plan into action to 

October 6-12 is National Fire Prevention Week 
Schools and businesses will be conducting fi re drills in October, but do 

your children know what to do in case of a fi re at home? It’s never too 

early to start.
• Make and practice a fi re escape plan.

• Plan two ways to escape from each room.

• Pick a safe spot to meet to check that everyone got out.

• Practice your escape plan every month.

• Plan for everyone in your home – including babies and others 

who may need help to escape. 

• Involve children in making and practicing 

your escape plan.
• Teach children to never hide during a 

fi re – they must get out and stay out. 
Source: fema.gov

Cooperatives serve their 
members most effectively 
and strengthen the 
cooperative movement 
by working together 
through local, national, 
regional and international 
structures.

expeditiously provide cooperative personnel, 
equipment and materials. Fourteen four-man 
construction crews and four two-man service 
crews, representing 13 Illinois co-ops, were at 
South River Electric Membership Corporation, 
Fayett eville, N.C. and Lumbee River Electric 
Membership Corporation, Red Springs, N.C. 
awaiting the storm’s arrival and subsequent 
recovery work. 

Although the storm didn’t create as much 
havoc as initially predicted, when an emergency 
arises, cooperatives help each other by living 
out the Cooperative Principle of Cooperation 
Among Cooperatives. 

USDA invests in energy 
effi  ciency to help rural areas

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Illinois 
State Director Doug Wilson announced that the 
USDA is investing $9.3 million for energy saving 
projects for farmers, ag producers and rural-based 
businesses and institutions across the nation. 

“From renewable energy systems, such as 
geothermal and solar arrays, to energy effi  ciency 
improvements, including lighting upgrades and 
grain dryers, businesses and farms are saving 
energy and money through the USDA’s Rural 
Energy for America Program (REAP),” Wilson 
said. “Th ese investments in rural businesses help 
improve the rural economy, and when rural 
America thrives, all of America thrives.”

Congress appropriated $50 million for 
REAP grants and loan guarantees in fi scal year 
2019. USDA will make additional funding 
announcements in the REAP program in 
upcoming weeks. 

Recipients can use REAP funding for a variety 
of needs, such as conducting energy audits and 
installing renewable energy systems including 
biomass, geothermal, hydropower and solar. 
Funds can also be used to make energy effi  ciency 
improvements to heating, ventilation and cooling 
systems; insulation; and lighting and refrigeration. 

M.J.M. Electric Cooperative, Inc., Carlinville, 
will use a $19,933 REAP loan and grant to 
purchase and install a new geothermal system 
at its facility. Th e project will realize more than 
$8,900 annually in savings and replace 212,818 
kWh per year, which is enough energy to power 
20 homes. 
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Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 “Some of my patients consider me 
the last stop for people who have vision 
loss,” said Dr. Weingart, one of only a 
few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fi tting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the 
 leading cause of blindness and vision 
loss in people over 50. Despite this, 
most adults are not familiar with the 
 condition. As many as 25% of those 
over the age of 50 have some degree 
of macular degeneration. The macula 

reported that 56% of patients treated 
with a high-dose combination of vita-
mins experienced improved vision 
after six months.
 While age is the most signifi cant 
risk factor for developing the disease, 
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular 
 disease, and high blood pressure have 
also been identifi ed as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to fi gure out 
everything and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning, especially 
driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefi t of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. Weingart. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a 
 consul tation, give Dr. McDaniel or 
Dr. Weingart a call. You can also visit 
our websites.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com
1-618-566-8899

Offi  ce located in Mascoutah, Illinois

Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

www.FoxValleyLowVision.com
1-800-341-8498
Located in Oswego, IL

Ronald Weingart, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.
A scene as it might be viewed by a person 

is only one small part of the retina; 
however, it is the most sensitive and 
gives us sharp central vision. When 
it degenerates, macular  degeneration 
leaves a blind spot right in the  center 
of vision, making it diffi  cult or 
 impossible to recognize faces, read a 
book, or pass the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
form. New research suggests vitamins 
can help. The British medical jour-
nal BMC Ophthalmology recently 

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT



Congressman Rodney Davis 
holds rural broadband summit
U.S. Congressman Rodney Davis (IL-13) was 
host to a Rural Broadband Summit held at 
Blackburn College, Carlinville, on Aug. 6. Davis 
wants to see rural Illinoisans have access to high-
speed broadband services, which is critical to 
rural communities and their citizens.

Rep. Davis and Douglas Wilson, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Illinois state 
director of rural development, discussed 
federal resources for rural broadband 
and the need for expanded services. Josh 
Shallenberger, president/CEO, Shelby Electric 
Cooperative, Shelbyville; Shawn Rennecker, 
economic development director for Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Winchester; Brooke 
Gross, communication and member service 
coordinator, M.J.M. Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
and Chris Franzen, M.J.M. Electric information 
technology administrator, joined 25 community 
leaders from the 13th District. 

According to a statement from Rep. Davis’ 
office, participants raised concerns about the 
difficulty of getting broadband services to their 
rural communities. 

“Access to broadband ensures individuals 
living in rural cities and counties have the 
same educational and economic opportunities 
as people living in more urban areas,” Rep. 
Davis said. “I appreciated the discussion with 
leaders and stakeholders from across my district 

According to the  
National Safety Council,  
one in five vehicles has  
an open safety recall.  
Does yours? Don’t  
depend on receiving a  
recall notice in the mail.  
Go to CheckToProtect.org  
to find out. 

Safety
about their broadband needs and concerns. 
Congress and USDA have invested in deploying 
broadband to rural areas, and I want to ensure 
my constituents have access to these resources.” 

Social media use linked to 
depression in teens
For plenty of teenagers, a 
chunk of time is spent daily 
catching up with friends 
on social media. Now new 
research is sounding the 
alarm, linking increased social 
media use with the development of depression 
symptoms in teens and pre-teens.

A study published in the journal JAMA 
Pediatrics found that for every additional hour 
young people reported spending on social 
media, the severity of depressive symptoms they 
experienced went up.

Chris Cashen, behavioral health coordinator 
for OSF HealthCare St. Joseph Medical Center, 
says the findings aren’t surprising.

“The amount of referrals to social workers, 
counselors, etc. over the past several years 
has gone up tremendously, and much of it is 
related to social media,” Cashen says. “Conflict 
creates emotional distress, which if somebody 
is somewhat vulnerable, can then also lead to 
diagnosable anxiety and depression.”

Cashen says parents need to be engaged in 
the lives of their teens, including how much time 
their kids spend scrolling. He suggests an open-
door policy with technology.

“I do like privacy and confidentiality, but I 
suggest to parents to tell kids they should have 
no 100 percent expectation of privacy. Parents 
should go through their phones, perhaps not 
all the time, but a spot check here and there. If 
things seem ok, they can check less. If things are 
not ok, check more.”

Symptoms of depression parents can watch 
for include (but are not limited to) a change in 
mood, drop in grades, drastic changes in eating 
habits, declining interest in hobbies or activities, 
withdrawing from friends and family. 

If you are concerned about your child’s 
mental health, the best thing to do is talk to your 
kid about your worries. If you believe your child 
is struggling with depression or other mental 
health issues, talk to your doctor. 
Source: OSF HealthCare
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Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through 
non-af� liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, 

Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2018 GEICO

PUT TWO & TWO 
TOGETHER

and you could save
Have GEICO car insurance? Get home 

insurance through the GEICO Insurance 
Agency and you could get a 

Multi -Policy discount.



26th River Ridge PTO Craft Fair
O C TO B E R 

12-13
Enjoy over 100 vendors at this indoor craft fair. A variety of 
handmade crafts will be available along with the best 
turkey dressing sandwiches and pumpkin rolls in the state. 

Oct. 12-13, 2019 – 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
River Ridge Community Unit School Dist. #210, 4141 IL 84, Hanover
Admission is $2
815-990-1452

LET’S GO!

5
Harvest Daze

WATSEK A
Food, car show, 
crafts and more

12
West City 9th 

Annual Festival
BENTON

Games, rides, food 
and entertainment

19-20
Pike County Fall 

Pickin Days
PITTSFIELD AND 

SURROUNDING AREA
Variety of booths, 

food, etc.

5-6, 12-13
Spoon River 

Scenic Fall Drive
FULTON COUNTY 

AREA
Variety of food, 

crafts, etc.

For more 
information, a 

complete listing 
of events or to 

submit an event, 
visit icl.coop/

datebook.

Owl Fest
O C TO B E R 

19-20
This family-friendly event is for all ages and combines a fall 
festival and open house. It is the only time when the 
hospital and flight enclosure are open to the public. Get a 

behind-the-scenes look at the facilities and enjoy speakers, crafts, 
food, live music, vendors and our famous teddy bear clinic. 
Accessible parking and shuttle service will be available.  

Oct. 19-20, 2019 – Noon – 5 p.m.
Treehouse Wildlife Center, 23956 Green Acres Rd., Dow
Admission is free 
www.treehousewildlifecenter.com

Olney Quilt Guild Show
OCTOBER

4-5
 Featuring over 100 traditional quilts and a large selection  
of wool applique items. Numerous vendors, a raffle quilt, 
specialty rooms and other raffle items. Friday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m., 

Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Oct. 4-5, 2019
The Church of the Nazarene, 1411 N. Walnut St., Olney
Admission is free
618-843-7478

50th Annual Burgoo Festival
OCTOBER

12-13
The festival kicks off with more than 100 vendors around the 
Canal Market building from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. and a classic car 
show hosted by the Utica Fire Dept. from 1-7 p.m. At 7 p.m., 

we will light the fire for the famous Burgoo Stew available for purchase 
on Sunday. Sunday more than 350 vendors will sell handmade wares, 
food and other unique items along with blacksmithing demos, 50/50 
drawing and live music from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Oct. 12-13, 2019 – all day
LaSalle County Historical Society, 101 E. Canal St., North Utica
Admission is free
815-667-4861

 12 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

OCTOBERDatebook



 OCTOBER 2019 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 13

October is National Co-op Month! 
This is the time of year when cooperatives across the U.S. celebrate who we 

are and the members we serve. Your Touchstone Energy cooperative was 
built by members who came together to bring electricity to our community. 
Your electric co-op exists to provide safe, reliable and a� ordable energy to 

you, the members. Equally important is our mission to enrich the lives of 
those we serve. We are more than your energy provider. We support this 

community and power economic development and prosperity for the people. 
Your electric co-op was built by the community, for the community.

Brought to you by your Touchstone Energy cooperative. 



Is a heat pump right for my home?
By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen

Dear Pat: My cousin just installed a 
heat pump, so now she uses fan units 
placed on the walls instead of her 
baseboard heaters. My neighbors just 
got a heat pump too, but they replaced 
their furnace and air conditioner, so it 
blows through the old furnace vents. 
Could one of these options work for 
my home as well?  - Anke

D E A R  A N K E :  T H E  S H O R T  answer is 
yes. The two most common types 
of heat pumps, which you’ve just 
described, are often good options.

It sounds like your cousin 
replaced her electric baseboard 
heaters with a ductless mini-split 
heat pump. This is a good solution 
because older baseboard heaters are 
typically inefficient. The mini-split 
system has a compressor outside 
that is connected with refrigerant 
lines to the blowers inside. A duct-
less system can serve up to four 
zones, so it can heat a small home 
or can be used in combination with 
another heating system in a larger 
home. The ductless mini-split sys-
tem is a great option for a home 
that does not have a duct system, or 
if the existing duct system is ineffi-
cient or poorly designed.

Your neighbors most likely 
replaced their central heating and 
air conditioning (HVAC) system 
with a central system air-source 
heat pump. This system’s compres-
sor is also located outside, but is 
connected to the home’s duct sys-
tem to distribute cold or warm air 
through the existing vents. The cen-
tral system heat pump can be an 
efficient option if your existing duct 
system is in good shape.

A less common type of heat 
pump is a ground-source, or geo-
thermal, system that taps into heat 
that’s naturally underground year-
round. Geothermal systems are 
typically an expensive investment, 
but they are quite efficient.

Heat pumps are typically much 
more efficient than electric resis-
tance systems and can be a solid 
solution in a wide variety of cir-
cumstances. They can be the right 
choice in a manufactured home, 
a construction addition or as a 
replacement for a broken or inef-
ficient HVAC system. They’re also 
becoming more popular for central 
heating in new construction.

Here’s how heat pumps work: 
During winter, they pull warmth 

from the outside air into the home; 
during summer, the process is 
reversed and warmth from inside 
the home is exhausted outside. It 
may seem odd that warmth can be 
found in outdoor winter air, but 
heat pumps are amazing inventions. 
They’ve become much more effi-
cient in recent years to the point 
that they can be effective year-
round in most cold winter climates. 

The efficiency of a heat pump is 
measured in two ways: The HSPF 
(Heating Season Performance 
Factor) rating measures heating 
efficiency, and the SEER (Seasonal 
Energy Efficiency Ratio) rating 
measures cooling efficiency. The 

minimum ratings for a heat pump 
are HSPF 8.2 and SEER 14. Heat 
pumps with the ENERGY STAR® 
rating are significantly more effi-
cient than the minimum standard.

Here’s how to know if you 
should consider a heat pump for 
your home:

1. Want to save money? If you are 
currently heating your home 
with electric resistance or pro-
pane or heating oil, and you seal 
air leaks and install additional 
insulation, installing an efficient 
heat pump could reduce your 
heating costs by up to 75 per-
cent. If you are currently cooling 
your home with an old A/C sys-
tem or window A/C units, you 
could also cut your cooling costs. 

2. Want heating and cooling flex-
ibility? A ductless mini-split heat 
pump can serve up to four indi-
vidual zones or rooms, and each 
room’s temperature can be con-
trolled separately.

3. Want safer heat? Heat pumps 
eliminate the need to burn fuels 
inside your home and exhaust 
combustion gases. There’s no risk 
of carbon monoxide or gas leaks 
that can come from flaws in a 
system that runs on natural gas, 
propane, fuel oil or wood.

Before you consider installing 
any new heating and cooling system 
for your home, I strongly suggest 
you conduct an energy audit. Your 
electric co-op may provide energy 
audits or be able to recommend a 
local professional. 

As with any major home 
improvements or installations, be 
sure to get a few quotes and refer-
ences before committing or making 
any payments. 

An air-source heat pump 
compressor located outside 
the house can distribute hot 
and cold air through your 
existing duct system. Photo 
Credit: Peter Stevens

This column was co-written by 
Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen of 
Collaborative Efficiency. For more 
info, visit collaborativeefficiency.
com/energytips.
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20%
OFF

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

SUPER COUPON

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside 
Track Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day 
Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, safes, storage cabinets, chests or 
carts, trailers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, Central Machinery, Cobra, CoverPro, 
Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, 
Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior purchases. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 2/1/20.

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was 
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 2/1/20 
while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day. 

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 2/1/20.

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  2/1/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  2/1/20 *

LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  2/1/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  2/1/20 *
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LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  2/1/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  2/1/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  2/1/20 *
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COMPARE TO
$ 1352 PERFORMANCE 

TOOL MODEL: W2364

• Super-Strong,
Ultra-Lightweight

Composite Plastic
• Magnetic Base & 360° Swivel 

Hook for Hands-Free Operation
• 3-AAA Batteries (included)
• 144 Lumens

ALL IN A SINGLE
SUPER POWERFUL LIGHT

SUPER BRIGHT LED /SMD
WORK LIGHT/FLASHLIGHT

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

OVER 5,000
 5 STAR REVIEWSCustomer Rating

ITEM 63878/63991
64005/69567/60566

63601/ 67227 shown

ITEM  62314/63066 / 66383  shown

SAVE  
 50% 

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE
ALUMINUM 
SPORTS CHAIR 

COMPARE TO $ 3999 
 COLEMAN MODEL:  2000020293 

$ 2999 

ITEM  46805/62242 / 68974  shown

SAVE 
 84% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

 99 ¢

 4" RATCHETING BAR 
CLAMP/SPREADER 

 IRWIN MODEL:  1964747 

COMPARE TO $ 649 $ 199 

ITEM  62384/62898/62897 / 62899  shown

SAVE 
 37% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating
 10 FT. x 10 FT. POPUP CANOPY 

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 499  COMPARE TO

$ 88 
Z-SHADE

MODEL:  ZSB10INSTWH-O $ 6499 

•  64 sq. ft. 
of shade 

SUPER 
COUPON Customer Rating

YOUR CHOICE
OF COLOROF COLOROF COLOR

$ 449 99  

HOLDS 
20% 
MORE

COMPARE TO $ 2,735 
 SNAP-ON MODEL:  KRA4813FPBO 

Item 64446, 64443,  64133 , 64954, 64955, 64956

$ 49999 SAVE  $2,285 

 44" x 22" DOUBLE BANK
EXTRA DEEP CABINETS 

SAVE  62% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 4-1/2" FLAP DISC S

COMPARE TO

$ 797 
 DIABLO 

MODEL:  DCX045080N01F 

$ 429 $ 299   2 2 2999999
YOUR CHOICE

ITEM  69505/62418 / 66537  shown

SAVE  
 70% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 72" x 80"
MOVING

BLANKET 

COMPARE TO

$ 1999 
 BLUE HAWK 

MODEL:  77280 $ 899 

ITEM  60581/3418
66783 / 60653  shown

SAVE  49% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 2/10/50 AMP, 12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER AND

ENGINE STARTER 

COMPARE TO $ 5977  SCHUMACHER 
ELECTRIC MODEL:  SE-1250 

$ 5499 

ITEM  64799 / 63934  shown

SAVE  
 83% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 588 LUMENS TACTICAL 
FLASHLIGHT 

COMPARE TO $ 5999 
 STREAMLIGHT MODEL:  PROTAC 1L

NOWNOWNOW

$ 9 99  

5"

$ 1499 

ITEM  61259 / 90764  shown

$ 799 
SAVE  81% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 32 PIECE SCREWDRIVER SET 

COMPARE TO $ 3197 
 PERFORMAX MODEL:  48201 

ITEM  62533/63941/64625 / 68353  shown

SAVE 
 72% 

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 8 99  

 SOLAR ROPE LIGHT 

COMPARE TO $ 3297 
 HAMPTON BAY MODEL: 84130

•  16 ft. of warm white 
LEDs

$ 1299 

SAVE  
 69% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating NOWNOWNOW

$ 699  

 80 PIECE
ROTARY
TOOL KIT 

ITEM  63235/63292 / 97626  shown

COMPARE TO $ 2276  PROFESSIONAL 
WOODWORKER MODEL:  51832 $ 999 

ITEM  68862/63190/56808 / 62896  shown
SAVE  $39 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating
NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 9 99  

 7 AMP ELECTRIC POLE SAW
9.5" BAR 

COMPARE TO $ 9998  WORX MODEL:  WG309 

6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

$ 7999 

ITEM  56621/56622/56623 / 56624  shown SAVE  $45 

SUPER 
COUPON

NOWNOWNOWNOWNOWNOW

$ 89 99  

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON STEEL
HEAVY DUTY FLOOR JACK 

COMPARE TO $ 13527  POWERBUILT MODEL:  647593 

•  Weighs 
70 lbs. 

$ 9999 

 #1 SELLING JACKS IN AMERICA 

ITEM  62915 / 60600  shown

SAVE  
 $129 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating
NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 69 99  

 AIRLESS PAINT SPRAYER KIT 

COMPARE TO

$ 299 
 GRACO 

MODEL:  262800 

$ 21499 

ITEM 62434, 62426, 62433, 62432, 
62429, 64178, 64179,  62428  shown

SAVE  66% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 499  

 MECHANIC'S
GLOVES 

COMPARE TO

$ 1499 
 VALEO 

MODEL: 25521

$ 599 

 AVAIL. IN SM, 
MED, LG, XL, XXL 

 900 WATT MAX. STARTING 
2 CYCLE GAS POWERED 

GENERATOR 

ITEM  63024 / 63025  shown

SAVE  
 $16 

SUPER COUPON

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 09 99  
COMPARE TO $ 12610 POWERSMART MODEL: PS50

•  5 hour run time 
@ 50% capacity 

$ 12499 

Customer Rating

20 GALLON OIL-LUBE 
AIR COMPRESSOR

125 PSI 135 PSI

STANDARD LIFE 2X LIFE*

STANDARD NOISE LEVEL 25% QUIETER*

STANDARD RUN TIME 27% MORE RUN TIME*

STANDARD
OIL-LUBE MOTOR

SUPERIOR CONSTRUCTION
OIL-LUBE MOTOR

COMPARE TO
PORTER-CABLE $ 24999 MODEL: 118903799SAVE  $75 

135
PSI

Customer Rating

ITEM  56241 
 64857  shown

*Based on
other compressors 

in its class
$ 17499 $ 19999

21 GALLON OIL-LUBE 
AIR COMPRESSOR

COMPARE TO
HUSKY $ 239 MODEL: C201HSAVE  $69 

125
PSI

ITEM  61454
69091/62803/63635 
 67847  shown

Customer Rating

$ 18999$ 16999 

 Not available 
in AZ, OH, OK 

and VA. 

GRIT ITEM
36 GRIT 61500/67639

60 GRIT 69602/67637

120 GRIT 69604/67636

Item 
69604 
shown
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Bill pay scams
Don’t fall victim to third-party bill pay services or phone scams

T H E R E  A R E  S O  M A N Y  scams out 
there today it is hard to keep up 
with them all. Sometimes your elec-
tric cooperative is used as leverage 
in scams that revolve around paying 
your bill. 

Be careful when paying 
your bills online. 

Electronic bill pay is starting to 
become the norm. People today are 
moving away from the traditional 
form of paying bills through the 
mail by check to an electronic pay-
ment. In fact, many cooperatives 
today offer e-billing as an option, 
and you can pay your bill directly 
from your cooperative’s website.  

Unfortunately, if you do a quick 
search online for your co-op and 
bill pay, you will likely see more 
than just your cooperative’s website. 
There are several third-party bill pay-
ment services that will turn up in the 
search and offer online bill payment 

services for a fee. While these are 
likely legitimate companies, they 
can be very problematic. There are 
numerous reports of payments not 
being made in a timely manner or 
even not being paid at all, resulting 
in services being shut off. 

I would encourage you to visit 
your cooperative’s website directly 
and see if it provides an online bill 
pay option. This is the safest and 
most efficient way to pay your elec-
tric bill online and most, if not all, 
offer this service for free. If your 
co-op does not offer online bill pay 
at this time, you may want to check 
with your bank. Many banks are 
now offering this service and are 
more trustworthy and easier to deal 
with than some of the online third-
party companies. Some banks even 
offer free unlimited online bill pay 
for their customers, giving you a one 
stop shop to pay all your bills online. 

Be aware of phone scams. 
I have received several reports 

recently of payment scams from 
Illinois electric cooperatives. 
Members are reporting they have 
been contacted by someone claim-
ing to represent the cooperative, 
and indicating their bill is past due 
and disconnection is imminent 
unless they pay the balance imme-
diately. What makes these calls 
believable is that often there is a 
live person on the other end. Even 
worse, the scammers can make the 
caller ID appear as the cooperative’s 
phone number. 

It is true that some cooperatives 
will make a courtesy call to mem-
bers who are delinquent on their 
account to notify them they may 
be disconnected if payment is not 
received. However, they will never 
demand you make a payment a 
specific way and will usually give 
you a time frame to post payment. 
Scammers, on the other hand, will 
encourage you to make payment 
over the phone now to avoid ser-
vice disruption. 

Your cooperative is here for you, 
the member-owner, and willing to 
work with you to provide safe reli-
able electric service. Most coopera-
tives have several payment options 
so members can select one that best 
suits their lifestyle. Your coopera-
tive will also have specifics on your 
account whereas a scammer will 
not. 

Under no circumstances should 
you make payment over the phone 
until you have verified by contact-
ing your cooperative directly. If you 
receive one of these calls, promptly 
hang up and call your cooperative 
at the number found on your bill or 
by visiting the website. Dan Gerard, CISSP, is the Chief 

Technology Officer for the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfield.

Comment on this column 
Visit icl.coop and click on 
Powered Up to respond. Your 
response might even be included 
in a future column.
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Keep it safe during harvest season
O N E  O F  T H E  M O S T  dangerous jobs in the United States is farm-
ing. With the late harvest this year, farmers will be working 
against Mother Nature to get their crops out of the fields. 
Among the hazards faced by farmers, farm workers and fam-
ily members is contact with electrical equipment as they move 
combines, augers and auger wagons. With proper planning 
and safety procedures, the risk of having an accident involving 
electricity can be greatly reduced.  

Safe Electricity Advisory Board Member Matt 
Eisenmenger says, “There are steps farmers can take to help 
keep themselves, their workers and their families safe when 
working around electricity. One critical part of safety around 
electricity is awareness. During harvest, you can easily find 
yourself in dangerous proximity to overhead lines. Being 
aware of the location of those wires by planning and evaluat-
ing your equipment route can help reduce accidents.”

Safe Electricity reminds farmers and farm workers to: 
• Keep a 10-foot minimum distance around power lines. That 

means 10 feet above, below and to the side of power lines.

• Use a spotter when moving machinery around the farm. It 
can be difficult to judge how close a piece of machinery is 
from the driver’s seat.

• Use caution when handling long items such as augers. 
Coming too close to a power line can cause electricity to arc, 
or “jump,” to conducting material or objects.

• Be aware of increased height when loading and transport-
ing equipment on trailer beds. Many combines are now 
equipped with radios and communications systems that 
have tall antennas extending from the cab that could contact 
power lines.

• Avoid raising the arms of harvest equipment near power 
lines.

• Never attempt to raise or move a power line to clear a path.

• Remember, even non-metallic materials such as lumber, tree 
limbs, tires, ropes and hay will conduct electricity depend-
ing on dampness, dust and dirt contamination. 

Overhead electric wires are not the only source of electri-
cal contact that can result in a serious incident. Pole guy wires, 
used to stabilize utility poles, are grounded. However, when 
one of the guy wires is broken it can cause an electric current 
disruption. This can make those neutral wires anything but 
harmless. If you hit a guy wire and break it, call your electric 
cooperative to fix it. Do not do it yourself. When it deals with 
electrical poles and wires, always call your co-op. 

Eisenmenger says, “If you do find yourself in a vehicle that 
has made contact with a power line, it is critical that you know 
what to do. If you don’t know the proper procedures, you 
could be injured or killed by electricity.”

If your equipment comes into contact with power lines, 
stay in the cab and call for help; the electric cooperative needs 
to be notified. If the power line is energized and you step out-
side, your body becomes the path to the ground. Even if a line 
has landed on the ground, there is still potential for the area 
to be energized. Warn others who may be nearby to stay away 
and wait until the cooperative linemen arrive.

If leaving the cab is necessary, as in the case of fire, the 
proper action is to jump—not step—with both feet hit-
ting the ground at the same time. Do not allow any part of 
your body to touch the equipment and the ground at the 
same time. Hop to safety, keeping both feet together as you 
leave the area. Once you get away from the equipment, never 
attempt to get back on or even touch the equipment before 
the power has been shut off. 

Have a safe harvest season and get more electrical safety 
information at SafeElectricity.org. 
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Candice Hart is a Horticulture 
Educator with University of 
Illinois Extension serving 
DeWitt, Macon and Piatt 
 counties. She is also a 
Certified Floral Designer, 
Illinois Certified Professional 
Florist and is an award 
winning floral designer.

Key garden tasks this fall
W H E N  FA L L  R O L L S  A R O U N D ,  it’s easy 
to feel like you just want to be done 
with gardening for the season, but 
numerous fall gardening activities 
will help prepare your landscape for 
greater success next year. 

Prepare annual flower beds
After the first frost, prepare beds 

for next year’s planting by remov-
ing this season’s plants. Think about 
improving your soil by incorpo-
rating compost, manure or other 
organic material. 

Prepare perennial beds
Herbaceous perennials can be 

cut back to the ground either in 
fall or spring. Leave any perenni-
als or grasses with interesting seed 
heads for winter interest and to 
provide food for winter wildlife. If 
any plants were diseased or insect-
infested, cut off all stems and foliage 
and remove the plant material from 
the garden.

Plant bulbs
Fall is the time to plant spring 

flowering bulbs in Illinois because 
they need a cold resting period 
(vernalization) to flower. The ideal 
planting time is about four weeks 
before the ground freezes—usually 
around mid-October. 

Protect trees and shrubs
Young, newly planted trees may 

need protection from winter wildlife 
damage. Consider wrapping stems 
or trunks with wire or a commercial 
tree guard to fend off deer or other 

gnawing wildlife. If winter burn is 
common in your landscape, screen 
evergreens, particularly exposed 
broad-leaved types, from drying 
winter wind and sun with burlap 
screens or shade cloth shelters.

Water evergreens
If rain is not prevalent this fall, 

be sure to water evergreens well 
going into winter. In addition to 
screening evergreens as stated 
above, adequate watering can also 
help prevent winter burn. Moisture 
availability results in the plant being 
able to better overcome water loss 
from drying winter winds. 

Do fall pruning
Trees and shrubs can be pruned 

in the fall, but hold off until plants are 
dormant. Before pruning, consider 
any flowering times. Generally, shrubs 
that flower before June 15 should 
be pruned immediately after flower-
ing. Prune shrubs that bloom after 
June 15 in early spring or late autumn 
before the new flower buds form.

Mulch
Fall is a great time to mulch. The 

goal of winter mulch is to keep 
plants dormant, so the mulch 
should be applied after the ground 
is cold and plants are fully dor-

mant. To prevent 
rodents from nesting 
in the mulch or soil, 
wait until the ground 
freezes before apply-
ing 4 to 6 inches of 
organic material.

Do garden cleanup
Rake up fallen 

leaves and consider 
composting them or 
working them into the 
garden soil. If you plan 
to compost, shredding 
leaves with a lawn-
mower will speed the 

decomposition. If you add them to 
the garden, make sure to work them 
as shredded leaves into the soil for 
the same reason. As noted earlier, 
remove any leaves or plant parts that 
were infected by disease this season.

Clean your tools
Before putting tools into winter 

storage, clean them thoroughly to 
prevent disease spread. Dry them 
well to prevent rust.

Overwinter tender plants indoors
Think about bringing inside 

some of the plants that wouldn’t 
likely survive an Illinois winter—
annuals like geraniums and purple 
fountain grass, and tropical plants 
like hibiscus and succulents. Then 
there are the summer bulbs—can-
nas, dahlias, gladiolus, caladium or 
elephant ear. If you wish to save 
these, they need to be dug up, 
stored in a cool area and replanted 
in spring. 
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Climbing  to success
How a co-op’s intern program helps 
kickstart lineworker careers
By Colten Bradford

IN AUGUST 2018, DRAYTON Davis strapped 
on his climbing equipment and gaffs 
(sharp steel spikes fastened to boots 
to help with climbing), put on his 
hard hat, gloves and other safety 
gear, and ascended a utility pole for 
the first time at lineman training 
school at Lincoln Land Community 
College (LLCC). A year later, the 
19-year-old started his first full-time 
job as an apprentice lineman at 
Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative (RECC), thanks to the 
co-op’s internship program.

Originally, Davis wanted to 
become a police officer, but a few 
years ago a lineman moved in across 
the street from his home in Athens. 
“We talked about [line work], and it 
sounded like fun,” Davis says. “You 
spend time outside every day, and 
every day is something different. 
That’s what I wanted.”

In January 2019, after the fall 
semester of lineman school, Davis 
was hired at RECC as an intern. 
The internship gives future line-
workers an opportunity to see what 
a real lineman does. It is part-time, 
applicants must have attended or 
be currently enrolled in lineman 
school, and the internship ends 
after 1,000 hours of work. RECC 
only has spots for two interns, 
both currently filled. Most interns 
come from the electric distribution 
lineman program at LLCC, facili-
tated by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. 

“We don’t guarantee that this 
internship will lead to full-time 
employment,” explains David 
Stuva, president/CEO of RECC, 
headquartered in Auburn. “But 
it definitely gets their foot in the 
door and lets them see what a line-
man actually does. I think our track 
record is pretty good … most of 
the people who do this internship 
get hired at a utility if they choose 
to pursue it.” 

In fact, more than half of 
RECC’s line crew formerly interned 
at the co-op. Most of the others 

easily found jobs when their intern-
ships ended. Some found line work 
at Ameren, an investor-owned util-
ity; some at municipal utilities; and 
others for electrical contractors. 
A good number found jobs in the 
Illinois electric cooperative fam-
ily, which includes Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Winchester; Menard 
Electric Cooperative, Petersburg; 
and Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop., Carthage.

The program in its current for-
mat started in 2006 with Travis 
Boylen as the first intern. Now a 
line foreman, Boylen has worked 
for RECC for 13 years. He fol-
lowed in his father’s footsteps, 
who worked as a lineman for more 
than 40 years at Adams Electric 
Cooperative, Camp Point.

“An intern starting out is going 
to drag brush… That’s all I did 
when I started,” Boylen explains. 
“[This internship] will test your 
work ethic and see how you mesh 
with the guys. You’re with these 
guys more than you’re with your 
family. So, you’ve got to be able to 
get along and you’ve got to be able 
to take the heat, especially from us.”

While interns will spend most 
of their time with the tree crew 
working on line clearance, they will 
occasionally get put with the line 
crew to get a taste of it. “About 80 
percent of the time they’re on the 
tree crew,” says Tim Hemberger, 
manager of operations and mainte-
nance at RECC. “They’re dragging 
brush to the chipper and chipping 
brush, but there are times I will 
take one of the interns and let them 
work with the line crews.”

After line school ends, there is 
no guarantee that a job is waiting 
for students. However, the intern-
ship helps these future lineworkers 
gain valuable experience. “These 
kids have an opportunity to go 
right into an internship and get paid 
on-the-job training,” Stuva explains. 
“You can do anything you want in a 
classroom, but you learn a lot more 
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on the job hanging out with real 
linemen and actually seeing what 
they do.”

“The job isn’t just dragging 
brush,” Boylen adds. “You’re still 
learning the ins and outs of the  
job. You learn things you can and 
can’t do around power lines. You 
learn the system. You’ve got mem-
ber contact. You’re learning to talk 
to people.”

Now that Boylen works with 
the interns, after having been one, 
he says his biggest goal is to pass 
on everything he has learned. 
“Every system is different, and each 
co-op will do things a little differ-
ent,” he says. “But being able to 
teach them the way we do it, that’s 
a good thing… I like to be able to 
take what the guys before me have 
taught me and pass it on.”

Reflecting on his time as an 
intern, Boylen says the main thing 
he learned was that being a line-
man was something he wanted to 
do for the rest of his career. “I knew 
I could be happy doing this… that 
I could be happy retiring here,” he 
says. “Even after 13 years, this job 
has never gotten old.”

Davis feels the same way about 
his internship. He says coming to 
RECC as an intern was hard at first 
because the other guys tested him 
every day and dragging brush is tir-
ing work. Then there were the days 
he got to go out with the line crew. 

“Watching [the linemen] go up 
in trucks and work, I knew it was 
what I wanted to do,” Davis says. “I 
wanted to be up there, but I don’t 
know everything that’s going on, so 
obviously I can’t go up there and do 
it. There’s so much more to learn.”

Hemberger has been at the 
co-op for 33 years, and most of that 
time was spent as a journeyman 
lineman. “It’s a big responsibility, 
but a lineman job is very reward-
ing,” he says. “It sounds crazy, but 
it is very rewarding to be out on a 
cold winter night and it is zero, it’s 
dark and the wind is blowing. You 

put a line back up and you throw 
the breaker. Then you see all the 
lights come on. It’s kind of the line-
man’s high.”

While that “high” is something 
for the interns to look forward to 
someday, Boylen and Davis have a 
few tips for future interns: do what 
you are told, show initiative, ask 
questions and have a thick skin. 

“You’re going to get tested,” 
Boylen says. “You’re going to get 
made fun of. We’re going to find 
out what you’re made of. We have a 
lot of inside jokes. The work we do 
is serious, but the work atmosphere 
has to be light.” 

For future interns, don’t expect 
to be doing the actual work of  a 
lineman.

“When you come out of line 
school, and if you have the oppor-
tunity to do an internship, under-
stand that you’re not going to just 
go right back into line school,” 
Boylen explains. “You’re not going 
to be climbing poles and you’re not 
going to be in buckets. You’re going 
to be on the ground learning and 
doing the manual labor. The rest 
comes with time. It’s an internship, 
but in a lot of cases it’s a 6-month 
job interview.” 

“Our interns make a good 
wage, but they don’t receive ben-
efits,” Hemberger says. However, 
the internship does benefit them 
in other ways. “There are very few 
guys that you offer an internship to 
and they turn it down, because it is 
a good deal.” 

“A big reason we hire interns 
is rather than hiring someone off 
the street and putting them on 
a 6-month probation period, we 
bring an intern in here and see how 
he fits in with those 10 linemen,” 
Hemberger explains. When the 
co-op needs to hire someone new, 
the linemen are the go-to people 
to check work ethic and how the 
interns get along with the group. 

“Even if we’re not hiring right 
then, in the future we know who 

Travis Boylen
line foreman
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to talk to if we need somebody. 
It works pretty well,” Stuva adds. 
“Some of these guys got hired long 
after they did the internship. The 
people here are already familiar 
with their work ethic.”

If RECC isn’t hiring, the intern-
ship also helps improve job pros-
pects. Hemberger is more than 
willing to be a positive job reference 
if the intern was a good worker. “It 
really helps them get their foot in 
the door,” Stuva explains.

Not only did RECC’s intern-
ship program help get Boylen’s and 
Davis’ feet in the door, but it also 
helped four other RECC linemen. 
Previous interns who have since 
been hired full time include Shane 
Norris, Sean Koen, Andrew Boston 
and Matt Evans.

“I would recommend more peo-
ple to do an internship, just to get 
a taste of what it’s like,” Davis says. 
“If you’re just sitting around try-
ing to get a full-time job, try going 
somewhere to see if they have 
internships.” 

For Davis, it will be several years 
before he becomes a journeyman 
lineman. As a first-year apprentice 
at RECC, he won’t be allowed in a 
bucket truck to do hot work, and 
he will work under the direct super-
vision of a journeyman lineman. 
While each co-op has a different 
version of an apprentice lineman 
program, it will take Davis at least 
four years until he can strap on his 
climbing and safety gear and ascend 
a utility pole for the first time as a 
journeyman lineman. 

Matt Evans
apprentice lineman

Shane Norris
journeyman lineman

Sean Koen
journeyman lineman

Andrew Boston
apprentice lineman
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K A I T LY N  VA I L L A N C O U R T  WAS 

T I R E D  of working dead-end jobs. 
The Michigan native was look-
ing for a change in scenery, eager 
to get her life started. Then her 
brother showed her the website for 
Northwest Lineman College.

Admitting that she had never 
heard of linework as a career, 
Vaillancourt, 21, was intrigued. 

“I had all these friends that were 
getting degrees and not ending 
up with a job. So I was like, ‘Well, 
if I can go and do a program for 
four months and end up with 
a really good job with benefits, 
why wouldn’t I do that instead?’ 
Especially if it’s going to be what I 
like…going outside and using your 
head a little bit. I decided to give it 
a shot, and it worked out, because I 
really enjoy the career path.” 

Today, Vaillancourt is a third-year 
apprentice at Pedernales Electric 
Cooperative in Johnson City, Texas, 
the nation’s largest electric co-op. 
She’s currently the co-op’s only 
female lineworker among its 210 
line crews.

Vaillancourt is an example of 
how the electric utility industry 
is broadening its reach to attract 
untapped populations to fill these 
high-paying, high-skills jobs. Faced 
with dire shortages in engineers and 
lineworkers 10 years ago, energy 
utilities have started to narrow the 
hiring gap in the trade. 

The Center for Energy Workforce 
Development (CEWD), a non-
profit consortium of energy utilities 
formed in 2006 to address employ-
ment, has launched Get Into Energy, 
an initiative to help utilities recruit 
and train women, youth, military 
veterans and others into these jobs. 
Some of those efforts have borne 

fruit since CEWD’s first survey in 
2007, which found that between 40 
to 60 percent of skilled workers and 
engineers were set to retire by 2012.

CEWD surveys report higher lev-
els of replacement and growth––5 
percent in 2014, 9 percent in 2015 
and 7 percent in 2016. In addition, 
workers are getting younger. Electric 
co-ops have the youngest workforce, 
with only 25 percent of employees 
over the age of 53. 

And “when looking at just the 
key job categories, the percentage 
of engineers and lineworkers under 
age 32 continues to increase at 29 
percent and 30 percent respec-
tively, reflecting the focus on hiring 
in these categories,” according to a 
2017 CEWD survey.

Nevertheless, electric co-ops 
aren’t slacking off linework recruit-
ments just yet. It takes at least four 
years to fully train a lineworker. 
Tenacious people unfazed by 
heights and working with high volt-
ages are in short supply. 

Electric co-ops are learning that 
it’s not enough to simply roll out the 
welcome mat and hope people show 
up. The past decade has seen a prolif-
eration of “pre-apprentice” programs, 

either at community colleges or line-
man schools, which give students 
basic knowledge and skills before 
placing them at utilities. 

CEWD also sponsors Careers 
in Energy Week in mid-October to 
help energy companies and local 
communities, including schools, 
increase public awareness of jobs 
in the field. As more utilities get 
involved in these and other ini-
tiatives, interest in linework and 
related jobs will grow.

Certification through the 
Department of Labor’s apprentice-
ship program is enabling utilities to 
provide on-the-job training. If all 
goes well, apprentices completing 
the four-year, 8,000-hour linework 
program reach the top of the trade: 
journey lineworker.

Vaillancourt says she’s in line-
work for the long haul and would 
love to encourage women to get 
into more trades because it’s a really 
good career path. 

“I don’t see myself in any other 
career,” says Vaillancourt. “I see 
myself making this work for a long 
time because nothing else really 
appeals to me, and I truly do enjoy 
this job.” 

Victoria Rocha writes on 
consumer and cooperative 
affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the national 
trade association 
representing more than 900 
local electric cooperatives.

Looking for
   lineworkers

Kaitlyn Vaillancourt is an apprentice at 
Pedernales Electric Cooperative in Johnson City, 
Texas, and currently the co-op’s only female 
lineworker among its 210 line crews.
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annoying whistling or background noise for 
yourself. If you are not completely satisfi ed 
with your MDHearingAid, return it within 45 
days for a FULL REFUND.
 

1-800-642-9481
www.GetMDHearingAid199.com

BUY A PAIR 
AND SAVE!

A study by the National Institute on Aging 
suggests older individuals with hearing loss are 
signifi cantly more likely to develop Alzheimer’s 
and dementia over time than those who retain their 
hearing. They suggest that an intervention — such 
as a hearing aid — could delay or prevent this by 
improving hearing!

Can a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia?

Nearly Invisible

$19  999For 
Only

LIMITED

TIME

OFFER!

“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard “I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard 
in years came back to me!”years came back to me!”

                   — Don W., Sherman, TX— Don W., Sherman, TX



By Nancy McDonald

C L AS S R O O M  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  C O N T I N U E  TO  increase, yet 
state funding, even for the most basic classroom necessities, 
inadequately covers the expenses. � ough teachers feel the 
pressure, their commitment to their students exceeds the 
challenges they face. Teachers are resourceful and resilient, 
but they could use some help. Now several Illinois electric 
co-ops are providing just that.

One of the seven Cooperative Principles is “concern for 
community.” Helping to enhance educational opportunities 
for schools is one way to demonstrate that, and some Illinois 
electric cooperatives are providing grants for classrooms. 
� ese grants, which vary in number and amount depending 
on the co-op, are designed to help pay for supplies, 
equipment or educational programs that aren’t covered by 
traditional school funding.

� is year, Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative (EIEC) in 
Paxton provided $500 Empowering Education Grants to 40 
schools in its 10-county service territory. According to Mike 
Wilson, the co-op’s vice president of member & community 

relations, the co-op chose that number of grants because it’s 
roughly the number of schools in its service territory. 

“Teachers always seem to be short on funds or are 
spending money out of their own pockets,” Wilson explains. 
“We are dedicated to serving our members and our 
communities. � e Empowering Education Grant Program 
was designed to positively impact students by helping them 
to be able to do engaging projects that would go unfunded. 
Most teachers have tons of ideas on how to engage students 
but don’t have the budget to make it happen. We hope this 
program can help in those situations.”

Do you remember reading as a child? How you hung 
on each word and imagined what the characters looked and 
sounded like? One of EIEC’s grants helped some students at 
Iroquois West Grade School in Gilpin see books spring to life.

Enhancing education,  
                                           one grant at a time

Above: Alissa Henkel (left) and Susan Bishop act out books as they read 
them aloud to students during their READiculous reading program.
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Chris Basham, a reading teacher for grades 
kindergarten through third, was seeking a way to 
encourage students to read during the summer. She saw a 
READiculous reading program presentation and thought 
it would be ideal. 

READiculous is o� ered through the Decatur Public 
Library. � rough it, program facilitators Alissa Henkel and 
Susan Bishop come to schools, read books aloud and act 
them out. When Basham brought READiculous to the 
school, it resounded with the students. 

“It’s a really good role model for them to see somebody 
acting out, ge� ing crazy with the stories, and making sto-
ries exciting and fun for them,” Basham says. “� ey were 
engaged the whole time.” READiculous also encourages 
students to visit their local library and engage in reading 
more extensively by acting out stories with their friends. 

� e grant has long-term bene� ts for Basham. She 
explains, “My job as the reading teacher is to promote 
literacy and have students be lifelong lovers of reading.” 
� is program has helped make that possible. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative (SIEC) in 
Dongola has provided Touchstone Energy Classroom 
Empowerment Grants since the early 2000s and awarded 
seven $500 grants for the 2018/2019 school year. 

Population loss, which a� ects school funding, has hit 
southern Illinois hard. Chris Boyd, SIEC’s director of 
member services, says it’s evident in some grant requests 
he’s received. He explains, “We had a school that applied 
for textbooks and books for the library because they 
couldn’t a� ord to buy them.” At times, when a school 
has received a grant and the cost has exceeded the grant 
amount, Boyd has seen teachers either pay the di� erence 
themselves or coordinate a fundraiser. 

At Cairo Junior/Senior High School, in deep southern 
Illinois, the enrollment has dropped to 135. Business/com-
puter teacher Ryan O’Shea says, “� is is a high poverty area. 
Since we no longer have shop or home economics classes, 
I am the last vocational teacher in the school.” Despite the 
challenges, he is doing all he can to give students the best 
possible classroom experience for their future success. 

O’Shea has applied for and received multiple grants 
from SIEC, and the local municipal power provider, Cairo 
Public Utility Company, has matched them dollar for dol-
lar. O’Shea’s latest grant was used to purchase two digital 
and two video cameras. He says, “Every li� le bit helps. 
� e grants have provided long-lasting equipment used for 
multimedia classes, and the extra projects enhance what 
we can do in the class.”

� e students used the cameras to create a project titled 
“A Historical Tourism Documentary,” a video to showcase 
the importance of local tourism in Cairo and Alexander 
County. � e video was presented to legislators in May at 
the Illinois State Capitol during the Illinois Computing 
Education Conference.

Recent grants awarded to Illinois classrooms
Clinton County Electric 
Cooperative, Breese $4,000 8-$500 grants

Corn Belt Energy, 
Bloomington $9,500

1-$2,000 Jeffrey Reeves 
Memorial Grant
5-$1,500 grants

Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, Paxton $20,000 40-$500 grants

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, Murphysboro $5,000 10-$500 grants

Monroe County Electric 
Cooperative, Waterloo $7,500 15-$500 grants

Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative, Auburn $5,000 2-$2,500 grants

SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Carrier Mills $4,600 4-$1,000 grants

1-$600 grant

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Dongola $3,500 7-$500 grants

Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Mt. Vernon $4,000 8-$500 grants

TOTAL $63,100

� rough the project, students learned valuable skills for 
future careers – how to research, produce videos and lobby 
legislators who visited with them at the conference for more 
technology funding and opportunities in schools. 

� e funding for these special projects helped to enrich 
the students’ educational experience. Education is the foun-
dation of tomorrow’s leaders. In their rural communities, 
co-ops are helping to build on it, one grant at a time. 

classrooms

1-$2,000 Jeffrey Reeves 

Students from Cairo High School met with Illinois State Senator Dale Fowler during the 2017 Illinois 
Computing Education Conference. Pictured from left: Terrell Jones, Galen Shoulder, Fowler, 
RaJanae Moore and Raejanae Vaughn.
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Giant City State Park Lodge & Restaurant
By Karen Binder

AFTER WORLD WAR II, Civilian 
Conservation Corps crews � nished 
construction on Giant City Lodge 
in Makanda. � e restaurant there 
has been perfecting its fried chicken 
dinner ever since. � e menu and 
prices have also updated with 
the times.

One big clue to a “recent” menu 
addition greets guests as soon as they 
walk through the front door – a colos-
sal bison from a local bison ranch on 
display in its full majestic glory. Within 
steps of it is a copy of an early lodge 
menu posted on one of the hand-hewn 
timbers near the lodge o�  ce.

Like the tasty appetizers listed on 
today’s menu, these tidbits are just a 
teaser of what’s to be discovered in 
the dining room. “� is is not just a 
restaurant. � is is the lodge. It’s spe-
cial to people for so many reasons. Of 
course, the chicken is one big reason,” 
Mike Kelley says with a grin.

Kelley is a third-generation conces-
sionaire at the lodge. A 2016 graduate 
of Illinois Wesleyan University and a 
newlywed, he’s following in his father 
Mike’s and grandfather Richard’s foot-
steps to provide room and board to 
visitors for what together has been 39 
years now.

“I’ve been working here since I was 
a li� le kid, just tall enough to see over 

the tables. I was coming down here on 
Sundays and holidays to help out, and 
then all through high school or home 
for breaks from college,” Kelley says. 
“I’ve been here just three years, and 
I’m just scratching the surface.”

� eir touch on the lodge 
restaurant and the three dozen or so 
cabins is only one chapter of the state 
park’s history. Originally, the dining 
room was where the hostess station 
and bar are now located, and the � rst 
cabins – which are still standing – 
numbered eight. � ere are now four 
dining areas perfect for hosting large 
groups and dozens of cabins with 
satellite TV, air-conditioning and 
swimming pool access.

“We’ve enjoyed a great working rela-
tionship with the state that my dad and 
grandpa have developed,” Kelley says. 
“We also work hand-in-hand with the 
park superintendent, Calvin. He’s the 
one who makes the park so beautiful.”

� e centerpiece of the lodge 
menu is the all-you-can-eat, family-
style fried chicken dinner served at 
lunch and dinner.

Somehow servers balance mashed 
potatoes with gravy, green beans, corn, 
scratch dumplings, slaw, biscuits with 
apple bu� er and a pla� er of crispy 
chicken on a single tray. If the bowl or 
pla� er empties, just ask for more.

Built by the Civilian Conservation Corps, 
Giant City Lodge at Giant City State Park 
near Carbondale has served millions of 
meals since the 1940s. 

The third generation of Kelleys running Giant City Lodge, Mike Kelley is learning 
the ropes from his dad (also Mike), his uncle, Jim Booziotis, and his grandfather, 
Richard. The Kelley family has been concessionaires here for 39 years.

Fried chicken, anyone? Heaping pieces of fried chicken and sides pile up 
in front of diners ordering the all-you-can-eat dinners for lunch or supper.

Fish, taters, hush puppies and more – another all-you-can-eat option.
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LET’S EAT!
Giant City  
State Park Lodge  
& Restaurant
460 Giant City Lodge Road
Makanda, Ill.
Phone: 618-457-4921

LODGE SEASON: 

First Friday of February  
to mid-December
Breakfast generally  
8-10 a.m.
Lunch generally  
11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Dinner generally  
4:30-8:30 p.m.
Sundays and holidays  
vary by 30 minutes.
www.giantcitylodge.com

Kelley estimates that their chicken dinner 
accounts for 80-85 percent of their dining room 
sales. To get an idea of how much chicken that 
is, Kelley says on a typical Sunday they serve up 
1,500 to 2,000 pounds of chicken.

The rest of the menu is just as delicious. “People 
are shocked when they see the whole menu. 
They think we serve only chicken,” Kelley says.

Other popular favorites “that a lot of people 
don’t realize we offer” include the Thursday 
night all-you-can-eat barbecue chicken dinners 
with their secret proprietary barbecue sauce, 
Friday night all-you-can-eat fried fish dinner 
with hush puppies, and their Bison Bluff burgers 
and steaks from down the road.

While the Kelley family gathers for chicken 
dinners every Sunday when the church crowds 
begin to thin, Kelley does have a couple of per-
sonal favorites – the prime rib and pork shanks.

The desserts are served up with the same 
downhome, fresh quality that promises to make 
your stomach sing: cobblers of many flavors 
(including rhubarb) and a strawberry shortcake 
made with handmade pie crust strips that melt 
in your mouth, according to Kelley.

There’s another menu feature that even locals 
don’t always know exists – breakfast.

Hearty doesn’t begin to describe these break-
fast options. Omelets stretch the whole length 
of the plate; the pancake stack is hard for most 
people to finish; and the fried country steak 
topped with sausage gravy is worth every step on 
the Giant City Trail. Depending on availability, a 
steaming plate of fried chicken livers with gravy 
on the side just might be available from the regu-
lar menu. Even the coffee is uncommonly good.

Sure, there are healthy options and a kids’ 
menu, but this morning feast matches the 
lodge’s stature.

While the food is a fantastic and satisfying 
reward, the journey to and from Giant City State 
Park is essential to any visit to the lodge. On 
beautiful winding roads, Giant City offers a visi-
tor center, trails, bluffs, creeks, camping grounds, 
picnic shelters, horse stables, ball fields and 
playgrounds, and even a couple of prehistoric 
features. Of course, its geological history is its 
namesake, so a pre-meal hike on the Giant City 
Trail or a post-meal climb to the water tower 
observation deck round out the trip. 

If that’s not an option, visit the lodge balcony 
for a unique view of the lobby or sit in front of 
the fireplace on the original Corps-designed and 
built couches.

Yep, homemade chips 
with a barbecue  

chicken sandwich.

There are plenty of 
shortcakes and cobblers 

to choose from.

Hearty breakfasts  
start the day.

 OCTOBER 2019 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 31



WE NEED RECIPES! 
Upcoming monthly topics
Coffee
Sheet pan meals
Chocolate
Please email submissions to 
finestcooking@icl.coop or mail 
them to Finest Cooking c/o Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708. Please include 
your name, address, phone number 
(for questions), and the name of 
your electric cooperative. Recipes 
not included in the magazine 
can be found on our website at 
icl.coop/finestcooking.

Recipes prepared, tasted 
and photographed  
by lllinois Country 
Living staff. For more 
recipes and photos go to 
www.icl.coop. Questions? 
Email finestcooking@
aiec.coop.

Visit www.icl.coop to see 
more Illinois Country Living 
recipes.

An apple a day
W E  D O N ’ T  K N OW  T H AT  eating an 
apple a day keeps the doctor away, 
as the old adage goes, but apples 
are delicious and have many health 
benefits. Illinois is home to numer-
ous apple orchards, from north to 
south and all points in between, 
and fall is the perfect time to visit 
one of them. At some orchards, 
you can even pick your own. When 
you do, be sure to grab extras to 
try some of these delicious recipes. 
The warm aromas of apples and 
cinnamon will fill your home with 
the fragrances of fall. 

TAF FY  A PPLE PIZZA

Taffy Apple Pizza
Submitted by Sarah Rahe, Menard Electric Cooperative
Servings: 12
 1 package (18 ounces) refrigerated sugar cookie dough
 1 - 8-ounce package cream cheese, softened
 1/2 cup packed brown sugar
 1/4 cup creamy peanut butter
 1/2 teaspoon vanilla
 2 medium Granny Smith apples
 1/4 cup caramel ice cream topping
 1/2 cup peanuts, chopped
  Lemon lime soda
  Ground cinnamon

Preheat oven to 350 F. Roll dough into a 14-inch circle onto 
a pizza pan. Bake for 10-15 minutes or until cookie is lightly 
browned. Let cool for 10 minutes then loosen cookie from 
pan. Cool completely. Blend peanut butter, cream cheese, 
brown sugar and vanilla together until smooth. Spread on 
cooled cookie. Peel, core and slice apples. Dip apples in 
lemon lime soda to prevent browning. Arrange apple slices 
on cream cheese mixture. Sprinkle lightly with cinnamon. 
Heat caramel topping slightly and drizzle over apples. 
Sprinkle with chopped peanuts. Cut into pieces and serve. 

Nutrition information: 377 calories; 21.2g fat; 287mg sodium; 
43.2g carbohydrates; 6.3g protein. 

Quick Apple Dumplings
Submitted by Carol Sue Carnes, Illinois Electric Cooperative
Servings: 8
 2 medium apples of your choice
 1 8-count refrigerated crescent roll dough
 1/3 cup butter or margarine
 1 cup sugar
 1 cup orange juice
 1 teaspoon vanilla
 1/2 cup finely chopped pecans
 1/4 teaspoon cinnamon

Preheat oven to 350 F. Peel and core apples and cut into 
fourths. Unroll and separate crescent dough. Wrap each 
apple quarter in a crescent roll diagonally and pinch seam 
to seal. Place seam down in lightly greased 8- or 9-inch 
baking dish and sprinkle with cinnamon. In medium sauce-
pan, combine butter, sugar and orange juice. Bring to a 
complete boil, remove from heat and add vanilla. Pour over 
dumplings, sprinkle nuts on top. Bake for 30 minutes or 
until crust is golden and beginning to bubble and apples are 
tender when pierced with a fork. To serve, place dumpling 
into bowl and spoon syrup over top. Delicious served warm 
with scoop of ice cream on top. 

Nutrition information: 232 calories; 10g fat; 83mg sodium; 
37.7g carbohydrates; 0.8g protein.
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TAFFY APPLE PI ZZ A

EASIEST SAUSAGE APPLE SUPPER

CARAMEL APPLE CAKE

Caramel Apple Cake
Submitted by Carol Sue Carnes, Illinois Electric Cooperative
And Susan DiGrino, McDonough Power Cooperative
Servings: 16
 1  cup canola oil
 3  eggs
 2 cups all-purpose 

flour
 1  teaspoon baking 

soda
 3 cups apples, peeled, 

cored and chopped
 2 cups sugar

 1 teaspoon vanilla
 1 teaspoon salt
 1 teaspoon cinnamon
 1 cup chopped nuts
Caramel topping:
 1/2  stick butter
 1 cup brown sugar
 5  tablespoons milk

Preheat oven to 350 F. Grease and flour a 9x13-inch pan or 
may use a Bundt pan. Combine oil, sugar, eggs and vanilla 
and mix well. Add flour, baking soda, salt and cinnamon and 
mix until well blended. Stir in apples and nuts. Pour into 
prepared pan. Bake 50-60 minutes until inserted toothpick 
comes out clean. Cool. Combine caramel topping ingre-
dients in small saucepan. Bring to a boil for 3 minutes. 
Remove from heat and pour over cooled cake. Susan 
suggests poking holes in cake and guiding the glaze into 
the holes. 

Nutrition information: 419 calories; 22g fat; 321mg sodium; 
54.2g carbohydrates; 4.5g protein. 

Snicker Salad
Submitted by Martha Hoene, Shelby Electric Cooperative
Servings: 12
 6 Granny Smith apples, chopped into small pieces
 6 Snicker bars, regular size, chopped into small pieces
 1 –  3.4-ounce instant butterscotch pudding mix
 1 – 16-ounce Cool Whip
 1/2 cup peanuts or pecans, chopped

In large bowl, toss together chopped apples and Snickers. Set 
aside. In another large bowl, gently fold together dry pudding  
mix and Cool Whip. Fold in apples and snickers. Sprinkle with  
nuts. Serve cold. Keeps two days in refrigerator. To reduce fat and 
carbohydrates, use sugar free pudding mix and Cool Whip. 

Nutrition information: 335 calories; 17.6g fat; 122mg sodium;  
44g carbohydrates; 2.9g protein. 

Easiest Sausage Apple Supper
Submitted by Martha Hoene, Shelby Electric Cooperative
Servings: 2
 1  package (10) brown and serve  sausage links
 2 apples, sliced
 1  tablespoon maple syrup

In skillet, brown sausage links. When just browned, add apple 
slices and saute until soft and barely browned. Top with a bit 
of maple syrup, if desired, and serve. This is easy to multiply 
for bigger families.

Serve with a salad and toast with apple butter. 

Nutrition information: 362 calories; 18.9g fat; 490mg sodium; 
37.5g carbohydrates; 13.2g protein. 

Slow Cooker Apple Pie Oatmeal
Submitted by Valerie Cheatham
Servings: 8
 2 Granny Smith apples, peeled,  

cored and sliced
 1/4 cup brown sugar
 1 teaspoon cinnamon

 Pinch of salt
 2 cups oatmeal
 2 cups milk
 2 cups water

Place apples, brown sugar, cinnamon and salt in bottom of slow cooker. Add oatmeal,  
milk and water. Do NOT stir. Turn to low and cook 8-9 hours. Stir before serving. May top 
with a bit of brown sugar, cinnamon, butter and/or milk before serving. This makes a  
perfect breakfast for chilly mornings. 

Nutrition information: 155 calories; 2.7g fat; 53mg sodium; 29.2g carbohydrates; 4.9g protein. 
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What do birds need to survive winter?
M O S T  O F  U S  E N J OY  watching birds, 
and the easiest way to do this dur-
ing winter is to feed them. Not only 
will it pull the birds in close for 
viewing but will also give them the 
nutrition they need to survive the 
harsh winter.

Not all birdseed is created equal 
and you must choose the correct 
seed and feeders to use. The biggest 
mistake people make is choosing a 
birdseed that will attract birds they 
want instead of choosing a seed for 
the birds they already have.

As your neighborhood birds 
begin eating the food, they will 
begin to attract others. When this 
happens, you can then start feeding 
the appropriate seed for those birds.

Cracked corn is preferred by 
sparrows, jays, towhees, grouse, 
quail, doves, blackbirds and grack-
les. Cracked corn is inexpensive 
compared to other seeds and its 
high carbohydrate content makes it 
suitable for several species, particu-
larly ground-feeding birds that eat 
a lot. Birds accustomed to eating 
corn from grain fields can easily be 
drawn to cracked corn. This seed 
can be offered in hopper or tray 

feeders or sprinkled directly on the 
ground for easy access. 

Sunflower seeds are preferred 
by chickadees, house finches, tit-
mice, jays, grosbeaks, cardinals, 
sparrows, nuthatches, wood-
peckers, doves and goldfinches. 
All types of sunflower seeds are 
excellent for backyard birds and 
are a good choice if you are new 
to feeding birds. They can be 
used in several styles of feeders. 
Black oil sunflower seeds are the 
most common and are great for 

most songbirds, while the larger 
striped sunflower seeds are suit-
able for larger birds with stronger 
bills. Some smaller birds prefer 
hulled sunflower kernels and chips 
because they are easier to eat. The 
downside to this is that hulled 
seed can be more expensive. 

Millet is preferred by doves and 
sparrows. These small white seeds 
are a common component of bird-
seed mixes and can be purchased 
separately for individual feeding if 
desired. This seed is useful in hop-
per and tube feeders, as well as for 
sprinkling on the ground or in tray 
or platform feeders. 

Safflower seed is preferred by 
cardinals, nuthatches, jays, wood-
peckers and house finches. This 
is a large, oval seed with a white 
shell that looks like a plain white 
sunflower seed. Safflower seed 
has a thick shell and the birds 
that prefer it need sturdy bills to 
crack the seeds. The good news 
with safflower is that squirrels do 
not like the bitter taste it leaves 
behind. The same hopper, tube or 
platform feeders you use for sun-
flower seeds will work well.

Suet is another choice for 
woodpeckers, cardinals, wrens, 
jays, blackbirds and a variety of 
other birds. Wire cages are the pre-
ferred method for dispensing suet 
because those attracted to it are 
the same birds clinging to trees as 
they search for insects. Place the 
cage 5 to 6 feet off the ground. Suet 
is high in energy birds need in the 
spring as they prepare to build nests 
and again in the fall as some birds 
prepare to migrate south.

Remember, one brand cost-
ing more than another doesn’t 
mean it is better. Look for sales to 
get the best deal on seed. Before 
purchasing a bag of seed, inspect 
it for mold, mildew, empty hulls 
and inedible “junk.” Most seed will 
come in clear bags for easier inspec-
tion. Some stores sell seed in open 
containers that will allow you to see 
exactly what you are purchasing.

Check the package ingredients 
to be sure the contents have not 
been treated with pesticides or 
insecticides that might be harmful 
to the birds.

Feeding birds is an enjoyable 
way to spend the cold winter 
months and experience wildlife  
in your own backyard. Learn  
what species of birds you already 
have and feed the appropriate  
seed in feeders meant for that type 
of seed. 

Jason Houser is a full-time 
outdoor writer and enthusi-
ast from central Illinois who 
has won numerous awards 
in the outdoor communica-
tion field.
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*Off ers valid through 11/30/19 unless specifi edat participating dealers while supplies last. All 
prices are CDC-SRP. †The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the eff ective cutting 
length based upon which powerhead it is installed.  Check out these reviews and others on 
the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. © 2019 CDC STIHL 19CDCILCOO-24-142106-7

Save $60*

on your next
big project.
ƒ

real stihl. find yours.
ƒ

MS 250 $29999
CHAIN SAW 18" bar†

stihldealers.com

“Cuts like a hot knife.”  - MadeInTX

$30 rebate. $449.99 CDC-SRP. Through 11/30/19.
Submit rebate after purchase at CBrebates.com.

"The power of this saw is incredible."  - Donbasser79

Save $60. $359.99 CDC-SRP. Through 11/30/19.

“It’s an animal.”  - Bucket10

$30 rebate. $399.99 CDC-SRP. Through 11/30/19.
Submit rebate after purchase at CBrebates.com.

MS 250

double your 
run times!
ƒ

MS 271 MS 291

$41999$29999 $36999

CHAIN SAW FARM BOSS® CHAIN SAW
18” bar† 18” bar†

AFTER $30 REBATE AFTER $30 REBATE 

18” bar†

SAVE $60* $30REBATE* $30REBATE*

Promotional battery determined by set purchased. Through 12/31/19 at participating dealers while supplies last. 

Purchase any AK or AP Series 
STIHL battery set (unit, battery, 
and charger) to receive an extra 
matching battery for half price. 

See dealer for qualifying units.

BGA 56 Set
$199.99

AK 20
$109.99 
$54.99

get 2nd battery half off!PURCHASE A BATTERY SET



Wanted: Standing timber.
This cash crop needs 
 harvested like any other 
crop. Cash in while prices 
are good. Call 618-423-9285.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256. 

WINDMILL Service
Paul’s

• Old Fashioned, Pumping Type
• New & Reconditioned Windmills
• Complete Installation & Repair 

 Service
• Specialize in Large Mills to Fill Ponds

217-897-6699
millfi xr1@aol.com

www.paulswindmillservice.com

Call 260-749-0891
For FREE color brochure

or to place an order

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 • www.advancedtree.com

For windbreaks, screens and shadeFor windbreaks,s,s screens and shade
Fast-Growing Trees

10% FALL DISCOUNT
Call for details

Illinois Sept_Oct 2019.qxp_Layout 1  8/6/19  12:32   

Robert Halleran
Timber Buyer all Species

Logging
Timber Consulting

I buy Storm damaged timber
618-528-8088 DeSoto, Illinois

Fresh
Chocolate
Covered 
Strawberries

� � �
Connect with us

Carol Shaw, Agent
Monmouth, IL 61462
Bus: (309) 734-2990
cshaw@amfam.com

Our customers have recognized us as an American Star 
Certifi ed Agency — an honor that affi rms our commitment 
to “Excellence in Customer Experience.” You work hard 
for your dreams. You deserve an insurance company that 
works just as hard to protect them.

PROUD TO BE NAMED AN
AMERICAN STAR CERTIFIED AGENCY

WE
PROTECT
THIS.

Carol Shaw, Agent
Monmouth, IL 61462
Bus: (309) 734-2990
cshaw@amfam.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies,
American Family Life Insurance Company,

6000 American Parkway, Madison WI 53783 015063 – 7/18 ©2018 – 9066814
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January 2019 Ad

2” ad
2.1667”x2”

3”ad
2.1667”x3”

Provided art

Wanted to buy: Standing 
timber, all species except 
pine. Lumber & Pallet 
material for sale. Southern 
Illinois Area. 618-893-4223.

Satisfied with your 
Health Insurance?

Dryden-Kamis 
Insurance Agency

1-877-695-0245

Why pay more and get less?
There is another choice to 

Obamacare!

Hospital
Surgical

Doctor Visits
Medicine Labs
Fixed Benefits

$5 Million Lifetime Max
Crisis Recovery

Enhanced Accident Options

Get a free quote over the phone with no 
obligations or reserve a spot at one of 

our dinner seminars at NO cost!

Deductible & Premium too high?

ANY 

ANY
Hospital

Doctor



1-800-C-It-Here

www.illinoisozarks.com 

$3,650only

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL
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FREE SHIPPING 1  Y E A R  T R I A L
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

Perfect for 
Homeowners!
Perfect for 
Homeowners!

•   Plow your own driveway and save! Pays for 
itself quickly if you currently hire a plow. Don’t 
struggle snow-blowing your entire driveway.

•  No Hydraulics or Electric Components! 
Attaches to a front receiver hitch (included). 
Automatically engages when you drive 
forward and releases when you reverse. 
Works on gravel or pavement. 

•  Light enough for one person to handle! 
Never be trapped waiting for a snow plow 
again. Clear your parking area, and a path 
to the garage with ease!

DR® Redi-Plow™ 

TOLL
FREE

DRrediplow.com 

888-213-0397 

Go Online or Call for FREE Buyers Guide!

For 
Trucks

and 
SUVs. 

Easy-On, Easy-Off 
Snow Plow

Reserve your ad space now

Call Cheryl Solomon at
847-749-4875 for information

Access the
power

of Rural Illinois
 December

Illinois products

icl.coop

Vist our website for past issues 
of Illinois Country Living

ALL NEW!  DR® Leaf Blowers! 

* Assembled in the USA using 
domestic and foreign parts.

DRleafmachines.com 
888-213-0397

 

TOLL
FREE

Go Online or Call for FREE Info Kit!

FREE SHIPPING 1  Y E A R  T R I A L
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

USA ENGINEERED 
and BUILT*

The #1 Brand 
in Leaf & Lawn 
Cleanup!

Gale-force airstream with 180º airfl ow control 
puts you in charge!

DR® Leaf and 
Lawn Vacuums! 
Collect mountains of leaves 
while you mow your lawn!

Rated #1 in Vacuum Power
Easy, 1-Hand Dumping

1A
55
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200 mph air speed, 2000 CFM 

Up to 5X the power of handheld 
or backpack blowers

Self-Propelled available



SUBMIT A PHOTO

Online: icl.coop/snapshots 
Email: cbradford@aiec.coop 
Mail:  Illinois Country Living  

Attn: Colten Bradford 
PO Box 3787  
Springfield IL 62708 

Rules: Please include high-quality 
digital files or an original we can 
scan. When submitting, include 
details about the photo, artist’s name 
and the co-op name. If you would 
like us to return your work, include 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
We are not responsible for photos 
lost in the mail. We retain reprint and 
online rights.

Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full 
terms and conditions.

2 3

4 5
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Silhouettes
1. DIANA TODD

SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative

2. ROGER MALCOLM
Corn Belt Energy 

3. JERI DRAPER
Spoon River Electric Cooperative

4. MICHAEL ROGERS
Rock Energy Cooperative

5. AMANDA BURTON
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative

6. MYRA WOOD BENNETT
Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative

UPCOMING THEMES
December – The holidays
January – Snow and ice
February – Sunrises/sunsets
March – Cars/trucks/tractors

1

 38 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

SNAPShots



The Land Experts
www.LandGuys.net

LANDGUYS, LLC as licensed in IL, IA, IN, WI & TN
Corporate Office: 2925 S. Meadowbrook Rd., Suite G Springfield, Illinois 62711 | 217.899.1240

Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Wisconsin & Tennessee Managing Broker
SCOTT WHITTINGTON
217.341.8526 | scott@landguys.net

MATT COX
309.221.1764 
matt@landguys.net

TOBY STAY
217.257.6096 
toby@landguys.net

CHASE BURNS
309.368.0370 
chase@landguys.net

LT TAYLOR
815.441.9750 
LT@landguys.net

DON WAGNER
309.335.2894 
don@landguys.net

ADAM FENCIK
217.242.0716 
adam@landguys.net

TONY SMOTHERMAN
615.828.8900 
tony@landguys.net

GEORGE CHANDLER
309.371.8004
george@landguys.net

NATHAN CUMPTON
815.878.6780
nathan@landguys.net

JARED WILLIAMS
217.741.5234 
jared@landguys.net

DON FALLER 
217.556.8358 
dfaller@landguys.net

FEATURED PROPERTIES

ILIL ILIL ILIL ILIL

ILIL ILIL ILIL ILIL

ILIL ILIL ILIL

ZACK SISK
309.840.1182
zack@landguys.net

IAIA

GEORGE CHANDLER

5.5 ACRES W/HOME 
$159,900 
Henderson County, Illinois

CHASE BURNS

37 ACRES
$279,000
Henry County, Illinois

ZACK SISK

128.44 ACRES
$199,082 
Iroquois County, Illinois

TONY SMOTHERMAN

48 ACRES W/HOME 
$319,500 
Johnson County, Illinois

DON WAGNER

36 ACRES W/LODGE
$995,000
Knox County, Illinois

NATHAN CUMPTON

13.5 ACRES W/HOME
$550,000
Livingston County, Illinois

MATT COX

48 ACRES W/LODGE 
$890,000
Mason County, Illinois

JARED WILLIAMS

10.75 ACRES W/5 AC POND 
$89,500 
Macon County, Illinois

DON FALLER

92 ACRES
$455,400 
Montgomery County, Illinois

TOBY STAY

119 ACRES W/CABIN
$399,500
Schuyler County, Illinois

ADAM FENCIK

79 ACRES W/CABIN 
$499,500
Pike County, Illinois

LT TAYLOR

228 ACRES
$996,000
Winnebago County, Illinois
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