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Members hear about WIEC’s past, present and future
WIEC Annual meeting held June 27

Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
(WIEC) looked at the orga-

nization’s past, present and future 
during the organization’s 80th annual 
meeting held Th ursday, June 27, at the 
Hancock County Extension Center.
 Board President Kent Flesner 
addressed changes that have occurred 
throughout the generations. One 
change, personalized customer ser-
vice, once the hallmark of a successful 
business, has long been forgotten. 
“Companies today tend to forget 
their customers, the ones who support 
them, and concentrate on big profi ts,” 
explained Flesner. “Bigger, cheaper 
and faster is the mantra of large com-
panies. Th is may be true in corporate 
America but not with WIEC, your 
local electric cooperative.” 
 While other utilities have closed 
their local offi  ces, WIEC has always 
operated locally. Flesner said, (4619-
38) “Because cooperatives are mem-
ber-owned, each member has a voice 
in decisions made on their behalf. 
“Each employee and board member is 
accountable to you. Our intention is to 
serve you with the same values we’ve 
had for over 80 years. We’re your elec-
tric cooperative, and we’re here to pro-
vide power for the next generations.”
 General Manager Todd Grotts 
described the inception of the co-op. 
“Th e history of the co-op has a foun-
dation of people with a desire and 
driving determination to fi nd a better 
way of life for their families,” he said.

 Grotts explained, “Th e 
work building the line was 
very labor-intensive during 
the early years with holes 
dug by hand. Th e line 
crew was made up of 20 
men. Former Operations 
Manager Bill Knight 
recalled their all-time 
record-setting 40 poles 
in one day in the Warsaw 
bottoms.”
 Today, six line person-
nel are responsible for 
maintaining the system 
of 23,000 poles, 1,200 
miles of line and 2,700 
members. “As time marches on,” said 
Grotts, “we will continue to poise our-
selves for the future while not forget-
ting our most important mission – to 
provide safe, aff ordable and reliable 
electric service to our members.”
 Eric Hobbie, president/CEO of 
Prairie Power, Inc. in Springfi eld, the 
co-op’s generation and transmission 
cooperative (G&T), reported that 
2018 was a good year with a cold 
winter and hot summer, which helped 
keep its cost down with energy supply 
costs fl at, or slightly lower. 
 Hobbie said the major driver in 
wholesale power cost is transmission 
cost, which has increased to $1 million 
per mile. He explained that a diverse 
power supply is necessary for a bal-
anced electric system. PPI has invested 
in the Prairie State Generating 

Campus coal plant and in solar and 
wind generation and owns natural gas 
turbines. Th e G&T is looking to grow 
its renewable portfolio, but the chal-
lenge of stable power supply and keep-
ing members’ rates aff ordable is always 
at the forefront. Hobbie explained, 
“Electric use peaks when solar is 
offl  ine, and wind generating capacity 
is at its lowest in winter. PPI will con-
tinue to balance cost, the environment, 
and adequate power supply to ensure a 
strong future for its members.
 Duane Noland, president/CEO of 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfi eld represents 
24 distribution electric co-ops across 
the state. He detailed how newly 
elected Governor J.B. Pritzker is mak-
ing big changes that could aff ect co-
ops and rural residents. He explained, 

Board President Kent Flesner reminded members 
each employee and board member is accountable to 
you. “Our intention is to serve you with the same 
values we’ve had for over 80 years.”
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OFFICE HOURS
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BUSINESS OFFICE 

217-357-3125
TO REPORT AN OUTAGE
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kent Flesner — 
President, West Point
Mark Burling — 

 Vice President, Carthage
 Janet Spory — 

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
William Newton — 

 Assistant Secretary/Trea sur er,   
Burnside

Rob Gronewold — 
Director, Carthage
Kim Gullberg —

 Director, Stronghurst
Jay Morrison —

 Director, Niota

STAFF
 Todd Grotts — General Manager
 Ryan Biery — Manager 

 of Operations
 Wendi Whitaker — Finance and 

 Accounting Manager

MAP LOCATION CON TEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location num bers in the 
newsletter. If you � nd your map location 
num ber call the WIEC o�  ce by the 25th 
of the fol low ing month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on read ing the WIEC News.

“A democratic legislature and gov-
ernor had an easy time passing bills 
that increased the minimum wage, 
legalized recreational marijuana use, 
changed abortion laws, and more. Th e 
legislative session ended with a large 
capital bill, which among other things, 
will increase the gas tax 19 cents and 
the cost of license plates. Th at’s what 
we’ll see for the next few years. Th is is 
a challenge for rural Illinois and dif-
ferent from surrounding states.” 
 Noland warned that all those tough 
bills were passed and energy legisla-
tion, which could impact local control 
for co-ops, will be addressed next. 
He said, “Co-ops are unique. While 
Commonwealth Edison and Ameren’s 
decisions are dictated by the legislature 
and Illinois Commerce Commission, 
we are locally-owned and -controlled. 
Decisions about rates for natural gas, 
coal, wind and solar should be (5818-
1) made by fellow owners locally.”  
 Co-ops aren’t currently under 
renewable electricity mandates, but 
upstate leaders, who don’t understand 
co-ops, are pushing for them to be. 
Others feel that all power should come 
from renewable energy sources such 

as wind or solar. Noland said, “On a 
hot August day, there’s no wind. We 
need baseload power in gas, coal and 
nuclear – an all of the above solution. 
Cooperative decisions should not be 
made in Chicago or by the legislature.” 
Noland said the AIEC is carefully 
watching these issues for the interest 
of electric cooperatives across the state.
 Grotts recognized Finance 
and Accounting Manager Becky 
Dickinson, who will retire on July 8, 
after 25 years of dedicated service to 
the co-op, saying, “Not only is Becky 
a great worker, she is one of the most 
selfl ess people you’ll ever meet. She 
always thinks of others before herself.” 
 Others recognized for service 
anniversaries included Mechanic/
Groundman Greg Bolton, 30 years; 
General Manager Todd Grotts, 10 
years; Journeyman Lineman Tim 
Shumate, 10 years; and Apprentice 
Lineman Eric Belshaw, fi ve years.
 Philip Hildebrandt was recog-
nized for receiving one of 11-$2,000 
scholarships awarded through the 
Th omas H. Moore Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. He was selected from 319 appli-

cants from across the state and will be 
attending the University of Nebraska 
in the fall.
 Board Secretary-Treasurer Janet 
Spory reported that in 2018, more 
than $800,000 was allocated back to 

WIEC General Manager Todd Grotts 
spoke about how electrifi cation isn’t 
something WIEC did. It’s something 
we’re doing. Community transfor-
mation isn’t something we did. It’s 
something we’re doing. Co-ops are 
(3620-26) developing the next genera-
tion of leaders in our community. We 
are building a smarter power grid. We 
are making life better for our members 
and for the places we love. We weren’t 
called to make a diff erence in our com-
munities once-upon-a-time. We’re 
called to do it every day. 

WIEC Secretary-Treasurer announced 
WIEC will be paying back $250,000 
of capital credits in the fall to members 
who were on WIEC lines in 1983 and 
1984.

Continued on page 20d 
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GIFT DONOR RECIPIENT
$75.00 Amazon Gift Card CRC Edward Owens

Taste of Illnois Cookbook WIEC Dennis L. Day

Free General Service on furnace or air 
conditioner Peters Heating & Air Conditioning Alice Jean Hartweg

Oil Change & Mitt Wash Carson Motors, Inc Reece Schmitz

Taste of Illnois Cookbook WIEC Mary Ann Brightwell

YETI 20oz Mug Marine Trust Company Julie Weber

Auto or Light Truck Tire rotation & balance J & R Tire Service, Inc Betty Gray

Back Pack Sprayer, 3 gallon Nutrien Solutions Jason Jacquot

Taste of Illnois Cookbook WIEC Arthur Hartweg

Free Tire rotation & 4 standard tire computer 
balances. Menn’s Firestone Kim Weaver

Free General Service on furnace or air 
conditioner Peters Heating & Air Conditioning Jerry Schmitz

Taste of Illnois Cookbook WIEC Constance A. Greenig

$25.00 Amazon Gift Card Tallman Equipment William L. Greenig

AirMed Gift Basket which includes a 1 year 
family membership to AirEvac Penny Roberts of AirMed Care Network Judy Johnson

GRAND PRIZE #1
Bill Credit for 1000 kWh of Electricity WIEC Susan Nichols

GRAND PRIZE #2
Bill Credit for 1000 kWh of Electricity WIEC Barbara Ramsey

GRAND PRIZE #3
Bill Credit for 1000 kWh of Electricity WIEC Larry and Linda Teel

GRAND PRIZE #4
Bill Credit for 1000 kWh of Electricity WIEC Sharon K. Thompson

GRAND PRIZE #5
Bill Credit for 1000 kWh of Electricity WIEC Sandra Lovell

WIEC would like to thank our local vendors who donated these prizes. We appreciate their support that makes our 
annual meeting successful. 

These lucky WIEC members won a bill credit worth 1,000 kWh of electricity. 
They are (l-r) Sandra Lovell, Susan Nichols, Jean and Larry Teel, Barbara 
Ramsey, and Sharon Thompson.

2019 Annual Meeting Prizes



 20d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

Welcome New Members
MAY 2019
Elizabeth Akers, Dallas City, IL
Renita Bloyd, Hamilton, IL 
Robert & Judy Durand, 

Pontoosuc, IL 
Jonathan Ferguson, Niota, IL
Greg Gerhardt, Nicholsville, KY
Mary Ann Marchant,  

Taylorsville, UT

Shaun & Krista Mcginn, 
Hamilton, IL 

Mark Moore, Sutter, IL 
Lance Whitaker, Hamilton, IL 
Rebecca Williamson, 

Bushnell, IL
Justin & Ned Woolverton,  

Niota, IL  

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Routinely replace or clean your 
air conditioner’s filter. Replacing 
a dirty, clogged filter can reduce 
your air conditioner’s energy 
consumption by 5 to 15 percent. 

Source: energy.gov

1.   Using a digital probe thermometer (about $12), 
measure the temperature of the air being 
pulled into your HVAC filter.

2.  Measure the temperature of the air blowing out 
of your A/C vent. 

3.  Subtract the A/C vent temperature from the 
HVAC filter temperature. You should see a di�erence 
of about 17 to 20 degrees. If the di�erence is less 
than 17 degrees, you may need a licensed technician 
to check the coolant. If the di�erence is greater 
than 20 degrees, your ductwork 
may need to be inspected for 
airflow restrictions.     

3-Step 
HVAC Test
As summer temperatures 

rise, so do electric bills. 
Follow these steps to test the 
e
ciency of your HVAC unit. 
The outdoor temperature should 

be above 80 degrees, and you 
should set your thermostat well 
below the room temperature to 

ensure the system runs long 
enough for this test. 

Proxy contest 
winners
 If a member cannot attend 
the WIEC Annual Meeting, we 
encourage them to sign their proxy 
over to another member who will 
attend or bring it to the WIEC 
office. As an incentive to have 
WIEC members to sign their 
proxies, all signed proxies received 
were entered into (4520-11) a 
drawing for a $10 bill credit. The 
five winners were: 
Marty Belshaw
Jan Tripp
Jerry Fecht

Donald Walker
Rowan Ziegler

 These lucky winners will see the 
credit on their June bill they will 
receive around July 10.

the members in margins. Margins are 
money left after expenses are paid. 
The cooperative will pay back capital 
credits totaling $250,000 to members 
who were on its lines during 1983 
and 1984. Spory explained, “Capital 
credits are one of the basic differences 
between co-ops and investor-owned 
utilities. Excess margins are returned 
to the cooperative member-owners 
where investor-owned utilities pay 
profits to their shareholders.” 
 During the meeting, Kent Flesner 
of West Point and Mark Burling of 
Carthage were re-elected to the co-
op’s board of directors.

“Annual Meeting” continued from 
page 20b

During the meeting, Kent Flesner 
of West Point and Mark Burling of 
Carthage were re-elected to the co-op’s 
board of directors.


