
 JULY 2019 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20A PB ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

Stay back and stay safe
By Anne Prince, NRECA

Working with electricity can be a danger-
ous job, especially for lineworkers. In fact, 
USA Today lists line repairers and install-
ers among the most dangerous jobs in the 
U.S. � at’s why for Spoon River Electric, 
safety is the number one priority. � is is not 
empty talk. Over time, we have created a 
culture of putting our crews’ safety and that 
of the community above all else. 
 Our mission is to provide safe, reliable 
and a� ordable energy to you, our consumer-
members. Yes, we strive to deliver a� ordable 
and reliable electricity to you, but equally 
important, we want our employees to 
return home safely to their loved ones. � is 
requires ongoing focus, dedication, vigilance 
– and your help!

Distractions can be deadly.
 While we appreciate your kindness and 
interest in the work of our crews, we ask 
that you stay back and let them focus on 

their task at hand. Even routine work has 
the potential to be dangerous, and it takes 
their full attention and that of their col-
leagues, who are also responsible for the 
team’s safety. Distractions can have deadly 
consequences. If a lineworker is on or near 
your property during a power outage, for 
vegetation management or for routine 
maintenance, please allow them ample 
room to work. � ese small accommodations 
help protect our crews–– and you.
 If you have a dog, try to keep it indoors 
while lineworkers are on or near your prop-
erty. While most dogs are friendly, some 
are defensive of their territory and can’t 
distinguish between a burglar and a utility 
worker. Our crews work best without a pet 
“supervising” the job. 
 We recognize that for your family’s 
safety, you want to make sure only autho-
rized workers are on or near your property. 
You will recognize Spoon River Electric 

employees by their Hi-Vis shirts 
with the Spoon River Electric 
logo on them  and the service 
trucks with our name and logo 
on them. You may also recog-
nize our lineworkers because 
they live right here in our local 
community.

Slow down and move over.
    In addition to giving line-
workers some space while they 
are near your property, we also 
ask that you move over or slow 
down when approaching a util-
ity vehicle on the side of the 
road. � is is an extra barrier of 
safety to help those who help all 
of us.

William R. Dodds
President/CEO

President's Report
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By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,272

Number of members served: 5,022
Number of power poles 

in territory: 29,361

Our offi ce will be closed
Thursday, July 4 in observance of 

Independence Day.

Fireworks and the Fourth of July go 
hand-in-hand, and we want you to have 
a safe, fun-filled celebration! 

About two-thirds of all fireworks- related injuries 
occur between June 16 and July 16, so keep these 
safety tips in mind:

Make sure fireworks are legal in your 
community before using them.

Never buy professional-grade fireworks. They 
are not designed for safe consumer use.

Keep small children a safe distance from all 
fireworks including sparklers which can burn 
at temperatures in excess of 2,000 degrees.

Never reignite or handle malfunctioning 
fireworks. Keep a bucket of water or garden 
hose nearby to thoroughly soak duds before 
throwing them away.

Keep pets indoors and away from fireworks 
to avoid contact injuries or noise reactions.

FIREWORKS
SAFETY TIPS

When it’s warm out, avoid using 
the oven. Try cooking on the 
stove, using the microwave or 
grilling outside instead.

Source: energy.gov
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*CDD represents cooling degree days
Source: Energy Information Administration

U.S. COOLING DEGREE DAYS 
Cooling degree days measure how hot the outdoor temperature was on a given day or during a period of 
days. The map below shows measurements of U.S. cooling degree days in 2018 by census region. 
Extreme outdoor temperatures bring a higher number of degree days, which results in higher energy use.

*CDD represents cooling degree days
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Defi ning degree days
By Abby Berry, NRECA

 Weather can have a major impact 
on energy bills, and when the out-
door temperatures become extreme, 
your heating and cooling equipment 
works harder to keep your home 
comfortable. 
 Did you know the energy 
experts at Spoon River Electric 
use degree days to anticipate heat-
ing and cooling needs for you, our 
consumer-members? 
 Never heard of a degree day? Don’t 
worry, you’re not alone. Let’s look at 
what degree days are and why they’re 
important for electric utilities. 
 Degree days measure how cold 
or warm a location is by compar-
ing the average of the high and low 
(mean) of the outdoor temperatures 
recorded in that location to the stan-
dard U.S. temperature, which is 65 F. 
� e assumption is that we don’t need 
heating or cooling to be comfortable 
when this is the outdoor temperature. 
 So, the more extreme the outdoor 
temperatures, the higher the number 

of degree days. And the higher the 
number of degree days, the higher 
the amount of energy used for space 
heating and cooling. Summer is in 
full swing, so let’s look at cooling 
degree days.  
 Cooling degree days are a measure-
ment of how hot the temperature 
was on a given day or during a period 
of days. With summer temperatures 
rising, you’ll likely require more cool-
ing for your home or business, which 
results in more cooling degree days. 
Variations in electric bills often fol-
low closely with degree days, which is 
why electric utilities use this data to 
anticipate future energy demand. 
 Degree days are tracked for a vari-
ety of reasons. Farmers can better 
plan the planting of crops and timing 
for pest control, and weather experts 
can better assess climate patterns. 
  To view degree days for our area, 
visit www.energystar.gov and search 
“degree days calculator.” 
 If charts and data aren’t your forte, 

no problem. Here are a few tips to 
help you save on energy bills this 
summer:
 Set your thermostat as high 

as comfortably possible. � e 
smaller the di� erence between 
the indoor and outdoor tem-
peratures, the lower your cooling 
costs will be. � e Department of 
Energy recommends setting your 
thermostat to 78 F when you’re 
home and a higher setting for 
when you’re away.

 Turn o�  ceiling fans when you 
leave a room.

 Close window coverings, like 
curtains and blinds, during the 
day to block sunlight.

 Use caulk and weather stripping 
to seal air leaks around doors and 
windows.

 If you have questions about your 
energy use or to learn more ways 
to save, give us a call or stop by our 
o�  ce. Spoon River Electric is here to 
help. 

� e map shown here 
includes data for 
cooling degree days 
(CDD), which are 
used to measure and 
compare outdoor tem-
peratures over periods 
of time. For example, 
a day with a mean 
temperature of 80 F 
has 15 CDD (because 
the U.S. standard 
temperature is 65 F). 
If the next day has a 
mean temperature of 
83 F, it has 18 CDD. 
So, the total for those 
two days is 33 CDD.
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Always assume a downed 
power line is deadly

 Overhead power lines carry thousands of volts of 
electricity. If a line is down, always assume it is ener-
gized and dangerous, even if the power is out in your 
area. Touching or getting near a live power line injures 
and kills. 
 Never approach an accident scene where a line is 
down or damaged. If you run toward the accident to 
help, you too could become a victim by entering the 
energized area.
 Power lines can come down or sag close to the 
ground for a few reasons: severe weather or damage 
due to a car accident, for instance. And a downed line 
isn’t always visible. After severe weather, lines can lurk 
underneath water or debris.
 Stay clear of all types of utility lines. Even if you 
think lines might be designated for telephone or cable 
service, they may have contact with damaged and ener-
gized power lines nearby. Safe Electricity and Spoon 
River Electric  o� er these additional safety reminders: 

 Call 9-1-1 to report fallen or damaged power 
lines. 

 Power lines do not have to be arcing or sparking 
or making a humming noise to be live. 

 Do not attempt to move a downed line or any-
thing it is touching with another object such as a 
stick or pole. Even materials that don’t normally 
conduct electricity can do so if they are slightly 
wet.

 Do not step in water or walk in debris near a 
downed power line. 

 Stay at least 10 feet away from the downed power 
line.

 Do not attempt to drive over a downed power 
line.

 If a power line falls on your vehicle while driving, 
do not attempt to drive away or get out. Call for 
help and STAY INSIDE THE VEHICLE until 
utility crews say it is safe to get out. If there is a 
� re or you smell gasoline, hop out without touch-
ing the vehicle at the same time and DO NOT 
WALK, but hop away to safety.

 Line properties can change: Any power line that 
is dead could become energized at any moment 
due to power restoration or back feed from 
backup generators.

Always consider all lines, regardless of the 
type, energized at deadly voltages. For 
more information about electrical safety, 
visit SafeElectricity.org.

 As of Oct. 1, the Wee-Ma-Tuk Country Club and 
Golf Course will close its doors. If the course does close, 
it will not only have an impact on cooperative mem-
bers, but on Fulton County as a whole. It is the only golf 
course in Fulton County where many major fundrais-
ers are held for multiple non-for-pro� ts that give back 
to the communities we serve. It also is the only course 
that school-sponsored golf teams use for practice and 
matches. 
 As Spoon River Electric members and Fulton County 
residents, we recognize that a large amount of property 
taxes as well as sales tax paid to the county that come 
from the course. If the course was to close, this would be 
a large revenue loss for the cooperative as they are a large 
power user.
 � ere is a group that has come together that has put 
together a member-owned organization, much like the 
cooperative, and are tr ying to get people to purchase 
shares in the course. With these shares, you would own 
a portion of the golf course and have voting rights, just 
like you do here at the co-op. For more information and 
details, please contact:

Bob Ackerman Wayne Demott
ack5225@yahoo.com
309.338.5577

waynedemott@yahoo.com
309.231.9150

Mark Cornell Stu Harrison
mcornell@ameren.com
309.357.3280

stuharrison444@gmail.com
309.338.4449

Hole #18 Wee-Ma-Tuk Country Club. 
Photo courtesy of Sharon Dodds

Wee-Ma-Tuk
Country Club and

Golf Course closing




