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NEWSNEWS

One of the major diff erences 
between a cooperative and an 

investor-owned utility is that any 
monies left over after expenses are paid 
belong to the members in the form 
of capital credits. Each year, WIEC 
sends notifi cations to our members 
explaining what their share of the 
previous year’s margins would be. Th is 
year, members should have received 
their allocation notice in the mail in 
late May. Th is told members the dollar 
amount of the capital credits they have 

earned for 2018.
Remember, capital credits are held 

by the cooperative and will be returned 
to the member when Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop.’s board of directors 
decide that the co-op is strong enough 
fi nancially (766-7) to do so. Th is is 
for our members’ information only 
and does not need any action on their 
part. Please do not pay the allocation 
amount or subtract this amount from 
the bill. If there are any questions, 
please call our offi  ce.

WIEC’s 2018 allocation of margins 
Notices were mailed in May

Welcome New 
Members
MARCH 2019
Davilla Farms Ltd., Carman
Daniel Digandi, Lake Geneva, 

WI
Lamar Advertising, Collinsville
Tom Maynard, Pontoosuc
Bob McGriff , Raritan
Vertical Bridge Towers, 
Spokane, WA

Kyle Tanner joins WIEC

On April 29, Kyle Tanner joined the WIEC line crew as a 
groundman. Kyle grew up in La Harpe, graduated from Illini 

West High School and earned his lineman’s certifi cate from Lincoln 
Land Community College in Springfi eld. He did his internship at 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co., in Auburn, Ill.

When asked why he became a lineman, (7814-13) Kyle said his 
grandfather was an ironworker and his dad was a tree trimmer, so 
becoming a lineman was a combination of the both. Th e more he 
learned about linework, the more he thought he’d like it.

In his free time, he enjoys playing golf, hunting and fi shing.
Welcome to the WIEC family, Kyle.

WIEC welcomes new 
employee
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OFFICE HOURS
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday
BUSINESS OFFICE 

217-357-3125
TO REPORT AN OUTAGE

800-576-3125

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kent Flesner — 
President, West Point
Mark Burling — 

 Vice President, Carthage
 Janet Spory — 

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
William Newton — 

 Assistant Secretary/Trea sur er,   
Burnside

Rob Gronewold — 
Director, Carthage
Kim Gullberg —

 Director, Stronghurst
Jay Morrison —

 Director, Niota

STAFF
 Todd Grotts — General Manager
 Ryan Biery — Manager 

 of Operations
 Becky Dickinson — Finance/

 Accounting Manager

MAP LOCATION CON TEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location num bers in the 
newsletter. If you � nd your map location 
num ber call the WIEC o�  ce by the 25th 
of the fol low ing month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on read ing the WIEC News.
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Hildebrand earns IEC scholarship
Philip Hildebrand III, a 2019 

graduate of Unity High School, 
has been selected as a recipient of the 
Th omas H. Moore Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (IEC) Scholarship. 
Hildebrand is the son of Philip and 
Lori Hildebrand of Mendon, Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. members 
and will be attending the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln in the fall. 
Hildebrand was selected from among 
316 applications. 
 Th e Th omas H. Moore IEC 
Memorial Scholarship Fund was 
established in 1994 to provide fi nan-
cial assistance to deserving students. 
Applicants must be high school 
seniors who plan to enroll full-time at 
an accredited two- or four-year col-
lege, university or vocational/technical 
school. 
 Scholarships are based on grade 
point average, college entrance test 
scores, work and volunteer experience 
and participation in school and com-
munity activities. 
 Each year, twelve $2,000 

scholarships are awarded to Illinois 
students who are sons or daughters of 
cooperative members, directors and/
or employees. Six scholarships are 
given to students enrolling at a four-
year institution; four are reserved for 
those enrolling in a two-year Illinois 
community college; one (the Earl 
W. Struck Memorial Scholarship) is 
awarded to the son or daughter of an 
Illinois electric cooperative employee 
or director; and the LaVern and Nola 
McEntire Lineworker’s Scholarship 
is presented to a student to attend 
the lineworker’s school conducted by 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in conjunction with 
Lincoln Land Community College. 
 Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
Board President Kent Flesner pre-
sented the award to Hildebrand on 
Wednesday, May 8 at the Unity High 
School Awards Ceremony. 
 To learn how to apply and when 
applications are open for these 
scholarships, please contact Mandy 
Steinkamp at mandy@wiec.net.

WIEC Board President Kent Flesner congratulates Philip Hildebrand III. 



WIEC Annual Meeting
Thursday, June 27
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Know if you can vote!
Points to remember before 
the annual meeting

membership belongs to whose name is 
on the top line.
Example:
Bob Smith
Roger Jones
PO Box 777
Stronghurst, IL 61480
The membership belongs to Bob, so he 
votes for the membership, not Roger.

• If the first name on the label is an 
estate, the executor cannot vote for this 

membership. If the membership was a 
single membership, this membership ter-
minates upon the death of the member. It 
does not transfer. If the original member-
ship was with another person, the mem-
bership will be passed on to that person.

• For corporate, partnership or other 
types of memberships, please contact our 
office and we can explain your situation 
to you. If you have any questions con-
cerning your membership status, please 
call the office. We will be happy to answer 
your questions. We would much rather 
take care of potential problems before the 
night of annual meeting.

The easiest way to determine who can 
vote a particular membership is to 

look at the label for the current issue of 
the WIEC News that you are reading. 
That will tell who can (or can’t) vote for 
the membership. Determining voting 
rights appears to be complicated, but for 
most of our members, it’s really not. Just 
remember these points:

• If there is only one name on the label, 
that person can vote.
Example: 
Bob Smith 
1830 E. County Rd 2300
LaHarpe, IL 61450

The membership belongs to who 
signed the membership application. 
If two people signed the membership 
application, then either can vote for the 
membership. 

Due to space limitations, we cannot 
put both names on the label. Please call 
our office for verification of joint mem-
bership rights.

• If someone else’s name is on the top 
line sent in care of your name below, the 

Can’t make it?
Enter the proxy contest for a 
chance to earn $10 bill credit!

If you can’t come to the WIEC annual 
meeting on June 27, you can still make 

your vote count. You can give someone 
who (7715-28) is attending your signed 
proxy card. Or bring in your signed proxy 
card to the office and we can give it to an 
attendee the night of the meeting. Either 
way, your vote will count! 

All members who sign their proxy to 
be used at the annual meeting will be 
entered into a drawing for a chance at a 
$10 bill credit. Five $10 bill credits will be 
given away.

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Want to light up your outdoor space 
without increasing your energy use? 
Try outdoor solar lights! They’re easy 
to install and virtually maintenance 
free. Remember, solar lights work 
best when the solar cells receive the 
manufacturer’s recommended hours of 
sunlight.

Source: energy.gov

The WIEC office will close 
at noon on June 28.

 The WIEC Annual Meeting will 
be Thursday, June 27. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. with meeting to begin at 7. 
Watch your mailbox for the Annual 
Meeting booklet. 

 See Page 13 for more details.
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Three Easy DIY Projects to Save Energy
Winter weather can have a big 

impact on your energy bills, 
hitting your pockets a little harder 
than you would have liked. Now that 
summer is here, it’s the perfect time to 
tackle a few DIY efficiency projects for 
your home. The good news: You don’t 
have to be an energy expert to do this!
 There are several easy ways to save 
energy, but if you’re willing to take 
a hands-on approach, here are three 
projects you can do now to start 
saving.

Make the most of your 
water heater.

Let’s start with one of the easiest 
projects: insulating your water heater. 
Insulating a water heater that’s warm 
to the touch can save 7 to 16 percent 
annually on your water heating bills.  
 It should also be noted that if your 
water heater is new, it is likely already 
insulated. But if your water heater is 
warm to the touch, it needs additional 
insulation.
 You can purchase a pre-cut jacket or 
blanket for about $20. You’ll also need 
two people for this project. Before you 
start, turn off the water heater. Wrap 
the blanket around the water heater 
and tape it to temporarily keep it in 
place. If necessary, use a marker to 

note the areas where the controls are 
so you can cut them out. Once the 
blanket is positioned correctly tape it 
permanently in place, then turn the 
water heater back on. If you have an 
electric water heater, do not set the 
thermostat above 130 degrees, which 
can cause overheating. 

Seal air leaks with caulk.

 The average American family spends 
$2,000 annually on energy bills, but 
unfortunately, much of that money is 
wasted through (8614-47) air leaks 
in the home. Applying caulk around 
windows, doors, electrical wiring and 
plumbing can save energy and money.  
 There are many different types of 
caulking compounds available, but 
the most popular choice is silicone. 
Silicone caulk is waterproof, flexible 
and won’t shrink or crack. 
 Before applying new caulk, clean 
and remove any old caulk or paint 
with a putty knife, screwdriver, brush 
or solvent. The area should be dry 
before you apply the new caulk. 
 Apply the caulk in one continuous 
stream, and make sure it sticks to both 
sides of the crack or seam. Afterward, 
use a putty knife to smooth out the 
caulk, then wipe the surface with a dry 
cloth. 

Weather strip exterior doors.

 One of the best ways to seal air 
leaks is to weatherstrip exterior doors, 
which can keep out drafts and help 
you control energy costs. Weather 
stripping materials vary, but you can 
ask your local hardware or home store 
for assistance if you’re unsure about 
the supplies you need. 
 When choosing weather stripping 
materials, make sure it can withstand 
temperature changes, friction, and the 
general “wear and tear” for the location 
of the door. Keep in mind, you will 
need separate materials for the door 
sweep (at the bottom of the door) and 
the top and sides. 
 Before applying the new weather 
stripping, clean the molding with 
water and soap then let the area dry 
completely. 
Measure each side of the door, then 
cut the weather stripping to fit each 
section. Make sure the weather strip-
ping fits snugly against both surfaces 
so it compresses when the door is 
closed. 
 By completing these simple effi-
ciency projects, you can save energy 
(and money!) while increasing the 
comfort level of your home. And you 
can impress your family and friends 
with your savvy energy-saving skills.

Photo courtesy of Rare Form Properties




