
WWW.ENERSTAR.COM  MAY 2019 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20A Pb ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

HOME
PAGE

M
AY 2019

EnerStar Electric holds its 
80th annual meeting
 Members of EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative gathered for their co-
op’s 80th annual meeting on Saturday, 
March 16 at Crestwood School. Once 
again, members were able to partici-
pate in the meeting through real-time 
voting. Each membership was given a 
remote to help “voice” their answers 
to questions offered by President/CEO 
Mike Clark throughout the meeting. 
 In his address, Clark updated 
members on EnerStar Electric’s 
fi nancial condition, special member 
programs and results of a recent 
member satisfaction survey. “2018 
was a very good year for EnerStar,” 
remarked Clark as he addressed 
EnerStar’s membership. “We went 
through the year without any serious 
safety accidents or serious injuries. 
That’s always a priority.”

Financial update
 Financially, the cooperative is in a 
good place. The last rate increase was 
in 2013. A 2018 cost of service study 
showed that the rates are where they 
need to be at this time, and the co-op 
does not foresee a rate increase in the 
near future. Clark added that power 
costs are nearly 60 percent of the co-
op’s cost of doing business. A recent 
survey showed that costs are about 4.5 
percent less than the Illinois state me-
dian for Illinois electric cooperatives. 
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 “Our geographic area is the great-
est challenge we face, at least from the 
perspective of any electric utility that 
would serve our rural area,” said Clark. 
The co-op is the third most rural elec-
tric cooperative in Illinois with only 3.51 
members per mile of line. Comparing 
that to investor-owned utilities, they 
have on average about 50 consumers 
per mile of line and collect consider-
ably more revenue. “There are just 
less consumers to share those costs,” 
added Clark.
 In addition, when compared to 
other utilities, the co-op also has 
less than average energy usage per 

With clickers in hand, members were able 
to participate in the meeting through 
real-time voting. Each membership was 
given a remote to help “voice” their an-
swers to questions offered by President/
CEO Mike Clark throughout the meeting. 

Continued on page 20B
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consumer. “Nonetheless, we remain 
unwavering in our goal to provide 
affordable and reliable electric 
service. We do what we can to keep 
costs down.”

Capital credit retirements
 To date, the co-op has returned 
a grand total of $7,040,985 in capital 
credits to members. As a percentage 
of assets, EnerStar has returned 
more capital credits than the average 
for Illinois electric cooperatives. Clark 
emphasized the co-op’s continued 
commitment to the retirement of 
capital credits. “It is something we 
look at and budget for each year,” 
said Clark.

$150 bill credit on their October 
statement for allowing EnerStar to 
shut off power to the home during 
peak-demand times, when electric-
ity prices are at some of its highest 
price points but never on weekends 
or holidays. You do not need a gen-
erator to participate in the program. 
 PowerShift© is available to control 
electric water heaters, central AC 
and fi xed pool pumps each which 
also qualify for an October bill credit.
 Clark also announced a new 
money-saving program, PowerShift 
NEST. The NEST thermostat is 
a programmable smart device 
that can be operated with your 

consumer. “Nonetheless, we remain 

At the complimentary member 
breakfast before the business 
meeting, EnerStar kids love 
pancakes!

PowerShift
 To help keep the cost of the 
members’ monthly bill as low as pos-
sible, Clark encouraged members to 
sign up for one of the PowerShift© 
programs. The program benefi ts the 
cooperative as a whole by reduc-
ing electric demand charges, those 
times when the co-op’s wholesale 
prices are at their highest. This 
reduces costs for all members. But 
members participating in the pro-
gram reap additional incentives.
 One way with the biggest 
impact to do that is to partici-
pate in PowerShift WholeHouse©. 
Participating members can earn a 

Continued from page 20A
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phone. Additional information and 
incentives will be announced soon.

Automatic generators
 During 2018, EnerStar started 
selling Kohler generators. “We hope 
to keep the power on all the time, 
but with Mother Nature, there are 
times that’s impossible,” Clark said. 
The co-op offers special member 
pricing and financing is available 
through a cooperative bank partner.
 “Maybe you want service avail-
ability during a power outage or 
maybe you depend on electricity 
due to a medical situation,” said 
Clark. “Generators can give many 
members a peace of mind.” He add-
ed that while it is not necessary, an 
automatic generator makes it easy 
to participate in a new program, 
PowerShift WholeHouse. He encour-
aged members interested in one of 
a generators to contact EnerStar’s 
office for more information.

Electric vehicles
 Clark spent a considerable 
amount of time discussing the 
future of electric vehicles (EV). “Like 
electricity in the late-1930s, which 

brought electricity to the rural coun-
tryside, we believe that this is part 
of our core business, that for those 
members who want such a vehicle, 
should have the same availability as 
those living in the city,” said Clark. 
 During the meeting, EnerStar 
Electric’s new electric vehicle was 
on display and it hopes to spark 
interest with electric vehicles in the 
area. He explained that electric 
vehicles cost less to operate, and 
have performance benefits like 
smooth and quiet acceleration. 
He also added that the EV price is 
comparable to that of an internal 
combustion engine (ICE) vehicle, 
and many EVs still qualify for a tax 
credit of up to $7,500. 

Consideration of time of use 
electric rates
 As a side note to his EV discus-
sion, Clark added that the coopera-
tive is currently reviewing “time-of-
use” electric plans (TOU) that may 
become available from Wabash Valley 
Power, the cooperative’s wholesale 
power provider. “This would allow for 
electric vehicles to charge overnight 

at a cheaper electric rate but anyone 
could take advantage of the rate if 
they so choose.”
 But Clark pointed out, for those 
members who are able to manage 
their energy habits and shift energy 
use to off-peak hours, say running 
a washing machine at night, they 
can save energy dollars by taking 
advantage of off-peak rates.

Member satisfaction  
survey results
 Clark discussed the results of 
a recent survey conducted by an 
independent research firm and 
coordinated by the co-op’s statewide 
association, the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. Overall, the 
survey showed positive results. “We 
found our strength in the survey was 
with our employees with 96 percent 
of [participants saying] our employ-
ees are friendly and courteous,” 
Clark said. “That’s where EnerStar 
shines.” Clark added the ratings and 
comments that members provided 
give tangible ways for the co-op 
to evaluate their efforts and find 
improvements where needed.
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Thank you Tom Jones
 All of us at EnerStar would like to express our appreciation for 
retiring board member, Tom Jones, of Marshall. Tom joined the co-op 
board in 2012 and has been a valuable asset to the team. Dan Gard 
(left), Board Chairman, and EnerStar CEO Mike Clark (right) presented 
Tom with a token of appreciation of his many years of service.

Director elections

Greg Robinson!
 During the recent annual 
meeting of members, the results 
of the director election were an-
nounced. The members re-elect-
ed directors Dale English, of Paris 
in District 3, and Jeff Murphy, of 
Marshall in District 6. New to the 
co-op board is Greg Robinson, 
of Marshall in District 8. The 
board district was previously 
served by Tom Jones of Marshall, 
who announced his retirement 
from the board and did not seek 
re-election. All positions are for 
three-year terms.

2019 EnerStar 
Board of Directors

Front Row:  
Dan Gard, Jeff Zimmerman, 
John Fell, Kevin Julian

Back Row: 
EnerStar CEO Mike Clark, 
Greg Robinson, Dale 
English, Jeff Murphy, 
Bob Staley, and EnerStar 
Corporate Counsel  
Bill Tapella
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 Bethanny Lawson of Paris, 
who represented EnerStar 
Electric Cooperative at the 
2019 Youth to Washington 
Tour along with Chase Mayne 
of Martinsville, encouraged 
high school students of co-op 
members to apply for the trip. 
EnerStar CEO Mike Clark an-
nounced the Matt Herrington 
of Marshall and Jarred Lawson 
of Paris, who happens to be 
Bethanny’s brother, are win-
ners of the summer 2019 trip. 
Applications for the summer 
2020 trip will become available 
in October of this year.

2018 Youth to Washington winner
Bethanny Lawson addresses annual meeting
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At the close of the annual 
meeting, three lucky high 
school seniors won $250 
scholarships. “You don’t 
have to write an essay, you 
just have to be lucky and be 
children of EnerStar mem-
bers,” Clark said. EnerStar’s 
Angela Griffi n (left) is with 
Grace Burnside and Olivia 
Allison, both of Kansas, and 
Hannah Bowers of Paris, 
who were the winners of 
the fi rst Luck of the Draw 
scholarships. 

Luck of the Draw Scholarship
winners announced

First ever!
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At the annual meeti ng, 
Journeymen Linemen Keith 
Borchers and Kent Milbourn 
presented Board Chairman Dan 
Gard with the cooperati ve safety 
leadership award that EnerStar 
earned this year. EnerStar was 
one of three Illinois electric 
co-ops to receive this award 
for demonstrati on of safety 
awareness, leadership, culture 
and having exhibited safety 
above and beyond.

Britt a Baker, a 
temporary Manpower 
employee, along with 
EnerStar Member 
Service Representati ves 
Kayla McElheny and 
Susan Watson greet 
members at annual 
meeti ng registrati on! 

Thanks ladies!

Solar Ray, the mascot of 
Co-op Solar, the co-op’s 
community solar program, 
greeted EnerStar members 
at the annual meeti ng. 
Co-op members interested 
in being environmental 
stewards and use more 
sustainable energy should 
contact the co-op for more 
info. Plans start at 50 cents 
per month!
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Car Quest Auto Parts
ClearTalk Communicati ons
Farm Credit Services
Faulk's Garage
First Farmers Bank
First Neighbor Bank, NA
Fletcher-Reinhardt Co.

Henigman Oil
Illini FS/Brad Young
Illinois One Call Julie
Mill Creek Restaurant 
Clarksville
Murphy Farm Seeds
Pools

Prospect Bank
Rachel's Red Barn
State Farm - Terry Elston
Tastefully Simple, Deann 
 Brown
Vermeer Sales & Service

EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
would like to thank the members 

who attended our 80th Annual Meeting of Members. 

We couldn’t do it without you!

Thank you Paris Cub 
Scout Pack 8 for 

opening the annual 
meeti ng with their 

fl ag ceremony!

Thank you Paris Cub 




