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The commitment of an electric lineworker
Lineworker Appreciation Day is April 8th

National 
Lineman 

Appreciation 
Day is a time 
to express 
our appre-
ciation to all 
the men and 
women who 
work very 
hard to keep 
our power on 

in this great country. Many of these 
men and women work right here at 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(SIEC). Th ey are the face of your 
cooperative and take pride in serving 
you, the member owner.
 National studies consistently rank 
power line installers and repairers 
among the most dangerous jobs in the 
country, and for good reason. Th ese 
fi ne men and women are willing to 
work in high voltage environments 
that are often coupled with high wind, 
heavy rain, blowing snow and count-
less other unpleasant elements. But 
electric lineworkers are up to the task 
and meet these hindrances head on. 
Th ese brave men and women are com-
mitted to safety, as well as all the other 
challenges of the job. Afterall, their 
mission is to provide you with services 
that will empower your lives and com-
munities.

Dana Armstrong 

 Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s measures itself on pro-
viding reliable service. Lineworkers 
are responsible for keeping power 
fl owing day and night, regardless of 
national holidays, vacations, birthdays, 

weddings or other important family 
milestones. Beyond the years of spe-
cialized training and apprenticeships, 
it takes courage and a mission-ori-
ented outlook to be a good lineworker. 
In fact, this service-oriented mentality 
is a hallmark characteristic of line-
workers. Th e job requires lineworkers 
to set aside their personal priorities to 
better serve their local community. 

Family support system
 To perform their jobs successfully, 
lineworkers depend on their years of 
training, experience and each other to 
get the job done safely. 
 Equally important is their reliance 
on a strong support system at home. 
A lineworker’s family understands and 
supports their loved one’s commit-
ment to the greater community during 
severe storms and power outages. 
 Th is means in times of long-
lasting outages, the family and their 
lineworker may have minimal com-
munication and not see each other 
for several days. Without strong fam-
ily support and understanding, this 
challenging job would be even more 
diffi  cult. 

Community commitment
 In SIEC’s service area and across 
the country, electric co-op linework-
ers’ mission-focused mentality of 
helping others often extends beyond 
their commitment to their work at the 
co-op. Lineworkers are often familiar 
fi gures in the community. Th ey can be 
found coaching youth sports teams, 

Continued on page 20b 
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"Lineworker" continued from page 20a

Member prize
In this issue of the JAMUP, 
we printed the names of 
three SIEC members who 
are eligible to receive a $10 
credit toward their utility bill. 
If you find your name printed 
in this center section and it’s 
not part of the story, call Bree 
with your account number at 
800-762-1400 to claim your 
prize.
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volunteering for local charities and 
serving on various local boards.
 Our linemen often spend their time 
helping to improve the communi-
ties they live in. To name just a few, 
they were there to help install light 
poles at the Meridian High School 
baseball field, set scoreboards at Anna-
Jonesboro High School and hang 
Christmas tree lights in Dongola.
 Thank you
 Monday, April 8 is Lineworker 
Appreciation Day. Given the dedi-
cation of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s lineworkers, both on 
and off the job, I encourage you to 
take a moment and acknowledge the 
many contributions they make to our 
local communities. And if you see 
their family members in the grocery 
store or out and about in the town, 
please offer them a thank you as well. 
Day or night…rain or shine…our 
linemen never quit!

 20b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

Johnson •  Alexander  •  Massac •  Union •  Pulask i  •  Pope



 Reap what you sow: Stay safe during planting season

Long hours and fatigue are a con-
stant battle for farmers during 

planting season. If you farm, remem-
ber to take care of yourself by getting 
as much rest as possible and allowing 
yourself breaks to clear your head. 
 Be especially aware of electrical 
hazards around the farm. Be cautious 
and think twice before acting around 
electricity. Safe Electricity off ers farm-
ers the following reminders:
 If your machinery or vehicle 

comes in contact with a power 
line, do not get out. Once con-
tact has been made with a live 
line (even when your tractor or 
truck makes contact), you are 
now a “pathway to ground” and 
you could get electrocuted if you 
step out.  Instead, stay where you 
are and call 9-1-1 to dispatch 
the appropriate utility to de-
energize the power.

 If you come across an accident 
or incident near a downed power 
line, alert individuals (from a 
distance) to stay in the trac-
tor or vehicle as long as there 
is no imminent danger. Do not 
approach the scene. 

 When using machinery with 
long extensions or tall antennas 
and when using ladders, look up 
to avoid contact with overhead 
power lines.

 Even if there is no contact, an 
electrical current can jump or 
arc so keep equipment at least 
10 feet from surrounding power 
lines at all times.

 Remember, non-metallic mate-
rials (such as tree limbs, ropes 
and hay) can conduct electricity, 
depending on dampness and 
dust/dirt accumulation.

 Visually inspect overhead lines, 
which may not meet height 
codes due to age or pole damage. 
If a wire is hanging low or is on 
the ground, consider it energized 
and stay at least 50 feet away; 
call 9-1-1 to have the operator 
dispatch the utility.

 Every day, map out where equip-
ment will be moved to ensure it 
will clear power lines.

 When working in the vicinity of 
power lines, always use a spotter 
who has a broad vantage point.

 Train anyone working with 
or for you (including seasonal 
employees) to be aware of power 
line locations and teach them 
proper clearance distance. Also 
design and implement a safety 
training program that includes a 
review of electrical hazards and 
how to safely deal with power 
lines.

 According to American Family 
Insurance, “know your PTO.” Terry Pierce

 To stay safe when 
working with a power take off  
(PTO), always disengage the 
PTO, turn off  the engine and 
remove keys before getting off  
the tractor. Also, never step 
across a rotating power shaft.
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farmers. Safe Electricity reminds farmers to:

•  STAY IN your vehicle or machinery if it comes in 
    contact with a power line; DO NOT get out.
•  LOOK UP to avoid machinery/power-line contact   
    (long extensions or tall antennas can get caught).
•  ALWAYS HAVE 10 FEET of clearance surrounding the
    live lines — even if no contact is made, an electrical 
    current can arc or jump.
•  STAY AWAY from a sagging or downed line; call 9-1-1 

•  USE A SPOTTER with a broad vantage point when 

•  TEACH the 10-feet clearance rule to anyone working 

Learn more at SafeElectricity.org

THE MESSAGE
OF SAFETY

For more information on 
electrical safety, go to 

SafeElectricity.org.
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Dig up safety tips for safe digging month

Spring showers bring May � owers but digging on 
your own this spring could spell big trouble. Even if 

you think you could get lucky or that digging one small 
hole (or two) won’t matter, don’t take for granted what 
lines might lurk beneath the soil in your yard.
 Before you use that post hole digger or other 
unearthing tools, STOP and call 8-1-1 to request bur-
ied electric, gas, cable and other lines in or near your 
yard be marked. � e service is free but digging in an 
unmarked yard may not be. 
 You might think you don’t have time for that and ask 
yourself, what’s the worst that could happen? 
 You could die or become seriously injured.
 � ere are many other consequences of blindly dig-
ging. You could c ause a power outage. You could hit a 
gas line and get burned or cause an evacuation in your 
neighborhood. You could be � ned. If you hit a telephone 
line or � ber optic line, you might lose your telephone, 
cable TV or internet service. Worse yet, it could inter-
fere with your neighborhood’s emergency assistance 
technology. 

Brenda Sharp

 While it may be your yard, utilities have the right of 
way to the live lines lurking under the ground in places 
where you might dig. In fact, an underground utility 
line is damaged once every nine minutes across the 
nation because someone decided to dig without getting 
their yard properly marked, according to the Common 
Ground Alliance. You may think one or two small holes 
won’t matter, but that’s what the person thought who 
hit a line nine minutes ago.
 Take a deep breath, look over your landscaping or 
fence plans and call 8-1-1 before you dig. Each state has 
its own call center to help you get digging safely. Illinois’ 
call center is JULIE, which stands for Joint Utility 
Location Information for Excavators. 
 So always remember to call JULIE at 8-1-1 several 
days before any digging project to have underground 
utilities marked. For more about electrical safety, 
visit SafeElectricity.org.

Call 811, the “Call 
Before You Dig 
Number,” at least 
2 business days 
prior to digging.

Even if you have previously 
had underground utilities 
marked, utilities can shift, 
so it’s best to call before 
starting a new project. 

Once all of your utilities have 
been located, then you can 
start your digging project! 

Can You  Dig It?

811 locators do not detect 
underground sprinkler 
systems, invisible fences, 
data communication systems, 
private water systems, or 
gas piping to a garage.

An underground utility 
line is damaged once 
every 9 minutes 
because someone 
didn’t call 811.

Learn more at

Our office will be closed
Friday, April 19
for Good Friday. 
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