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Across The 
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

National studies consistently rank power line installers 
and repairers among the most dangerous jobs in the 

country, and for good reason. Laboring high in the air 
wearing heavy equipment and working directly with high 
voltage creates the perfect storm of a dangerous and un-
forgiving profession. But electric lineworkers are up to the 
task. These brave men and women are committed to safety, 
as well as the challenges of the job.
 MCEC’s lineworkers are responsible for keeping power 
flowing day and night, regardless of national holidays, 
vacations, birthdays, weddings or other important family 
milestones. Beyond the years of specialized training and 
apprenticeships, it takes internal fortitude and a mission-
oriented outlook to be a good lineworker. In fact, this 
service-oriented mentality is a hallmark characteristic of 
lineworkers. The job requires lineworkers to set aside their 
personal priorities to better serve their local community. 

Family support system
 To perform their jobs successfully, lineworkers depend 
on their years of training, experience and each other to get 
the job done safely. 
 Equally important is their reliance on a strong support 
system at home. A lineworker’s family understands and 
supports their loved one’s commitment to the greater com-
munity during severe storms and power outages. 
 This means in times of prolonged outages, the family 
and their lineworker may have minimal communication 
and not see each other for several days. Without strong 
family support and understanding, this challenging job 
would be all the more difficult. 

Community Commitment
 In southern Illinois and across the country, electric co-op 
lineworkers’ mission-focused mentality of helping others 
often extends beyond their commitment to their work at 
the co-op. Lineworkers are often familiar figures in the 
community. They can be found coaching youth sports 
teams, volunteering for local charities and serving on local 
advisory boards. 
 Monday, April 8 is Lineworker Appreciation Day. Given 
the dedication of MCEC’s lineworkers, both on and off 

the job, I encourage you to take a moment and acknowl-
edge the many contributions they make to our local com-
munity. And if you see their family members in the grocery 
store or out and about in the town, please offer them a 
thank you as well.

The commitment of 
an electric lineworker
Lineworker Appreciation Day is April 8.
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If you are a high school senior and 
the son or daughter of a Monroe County 
Electric Co-Operative member, you may 
be eligible to apply for one of 10 $500 
scholarships to be drawn at this year’s 
Annual Meeting of Members on 
Saturday, June 8 at the cooperative 
headquarters. We are located at 
6132 State Route 3, Waterloo 
(front parking lot) and at 5960 
Old Red Bud road (back 
parking lot).

The cooperative member on the account 
must be in “good standing” with the 
cooperative (good standing qualifications 
are available upon request) for the son or 
daughter to be eligible for the scholarship.

Attention!!!
High School Seniors!

Find a copy of the application on page 20D.
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6132 State Rt. 3 • P.O. Box 128 • 
Waterloo, Illinois 62298

618-939-7171 • 800-757-7433
Offi ce hours: Monday through Friday

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

MCEC Line Outages - February 2019
Date Duration # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation

2/7/2019 0:47 22 Mm Rd Small Animals Or Birds Fults
2/10/2019 1:53 28 Doyle/Powell Rd Ice, Sleet, Frost Poe
2/13/2019 2:03 46 Roachtown Rd Other, Deterioration Smithton
2/13/2019 2:03 11 Urbana Rd Other, Deterioration Smithton
2/20/2019 3:11 32 Chas Young Rd Small Animals Or Birds East Carondelet
2/24/2019 1:25 250 Route 3/South Waterloo Other, Deterioration Waterloo
2/26/2019 3:43 14 Concordia Church Rd Large Animals East Carondelet
2/28/2019 1:30 2 Sand Rock Rd Large Animals Smithton

“Providing quality service for our 
Member-Owners” – that’s what we do
Our mission statement is “Providing quality service for our Member-

Owners” and our employees take those words very seriously. 
 We salute our linemen as we celebrate National Lineman Appreciation Day 
on Monday, April 8. Our linemen get called out at all hours of the day and 
night, in the most extreme weather conditions, whose goal is to get your power 
back on as soon as possible. We thank you!

List of linemen and years of service

Bob Gross – 36 years 
 (41 years as a lineman)
Chris Deterding – 17 years
Steve Drennan – 22 years 
 (14 as a lineman)
Gary Gilbert – 19 years
Matt Kish – 17 years 
 (4 years as a lineman)

Jay Krump – 13 years 
 (27 years as a lineman)
Randy Ellner – 22 years
Ron Rusteberg – 35 years
 (32 years as a lineman)
Cale Moore – 5 years 
 (3 years as lineman apprentice)

Free wood pallets and wire reels
available to members.

Used wood pallets and wire reels on a 
fi rst come, fi rst serve basis.

Call our offi ce at 939-7171,
ext. 120 for questions.

These highly skilled men make up our operations department. They are always on call, 
standing by to light your homes and businesses. They endure long hours along with 
cold, hot, rainy, stormy and fl ooded environments to make our members' lives better. 
Take a moment to thank our linemen this month. #ThankALineman

Our offi ce will be 
closed April 19 for 

Good Friday.
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2019 Annual Meeting Scholarship Application
Ten - $500 Scholarships to be awarded by drawing at Annual Meeting on June 8, 2019

Eligibility

 z The applicant must be a member in good standing of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, or is the 
dependent of a member of the Cooperative who is in good standing, and must have been a member for one 
year prior to May 31, 2019.

 z All applications must be signed by the applicant and parent or legal guardian (if a dependent). Incomplete 
applications will not be accepted. Applications must be returned to the Cooperative by 4:00 p.m., May 31, 
2019.

 z The applicant, and the parent or legal guardian if a dependent of a member, must attend the Cooperative's 
Annual Meeting on June 8, 2019, at the cooperative headquarters. The applicant and parent/ legal guardian 
(if a dependent) must be present at the time of the drawing.

 z All applicants shall check in at the registration table before 10:00 a.m. the morning of the Annual Meeting.
 z The applicant must be enrolled, or have applied for enrollment, in a full-time undergraduate course of study 

at an accredited two or four-year college, university, vocational or post secondary school for the Fall 2019 
term.

 z The scholarship will be awarded to the recipient upon verification of enrollment.

Applicant Name: __________________________________________________ Age: ____________________________  

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________ City: ____________________________  

State:  ___________________________________________________________ Zip Code: ________________________  

Date of Birth:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian Name (s) (only in case of dependent):  _______________________________________________

MCEC Account Name and Number:  __________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ___________________________________ E-mail Address:  __________________________________

College/School Attending Fall 2019:  ___________________________________________________________________

High School Graduated From:  _______________________________________ Year of Graduation: ________________  

By signing this application you hereby agree the information provided is true and correct, and permission is granted for Monroe 
Country Electric Co-Operative and associated organizations to use your information and your photograph for publicity purposes. 

Applicant signature  ________________________________________ Date____________________________________
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