
Meet Your Board 
of Directors
Jim Freeman

     Jim Freeman took a position on the 
Illinois Electric Cooperative’s Board of 
Directors in 2012. A farmer in the Bluff s 
area, Jim was already quite familiar 
with serving on community boards and 
committees. He served on the Scott County 
Community Unit School District #2 Board 
for 23 years, as well as the Scott County 
Farm Bureau Board. Presently, Jim is 
chairman of the Bank of Bluff s board, serves 
on the Exeter-Merritt Water Co-op, and 
is the Commissioner for the Mauvaisterre 
Drainage District. While serving on the 
IEC Board was a diff erent role for Jim, 
he believes his prior experience with 
community service prepared him to step into 
the position. 

     Initially, however, being a Director for IEC 
was a new experience for Jim. “I knew very 
little,” he admits. Yet, Jim was not completely 
unfamiliar with the Board of Directors. “I’d 
always heard about it,” he remembers, as 
he knew several people who had previously 
served in the position. Since then, his years 
as a board member have seasoned him, 
allowing him to grow from inexperienced 
rookie to Assistant Treasurer entering his 
seventh year as a Director. 

continued...

 APRIL 2019 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20A

& 04/19

Illinois Electric Cooperative
P.O. Box 80, Two South Main Street
Winchester, Illinois 62694

www.e-co-op.com
1-800-468-4732

Working to improve the quality of life in the communities we serve since 1936.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



     Jim credits much of his own personal 
growth to the educational offerings for 
board members—offerings which Jim has 
taken advantage of. “I’m still learning,” 
he says. “It’s a never ending process of 
development, and that’s what is exciting.” 
 
     Though he was well-versed in 
community service before becoming an IEC 
Director, Jim feels as though his time on 
this board has allowed him to become even 
more connected to his community, as well 
as surrounding communities. Economic 
development opportunities, such as the 
CEO program and the promising students 
taking part in it, have opened his eyes to 
the potential of local communities. “There is 
way more opportunity here than you think, 
if you just look a little harder.” 
 
     Jim is also honored to be able to work 
with his fellow Directors on the board. “It’s 
a joy serving on the board with the other 
Directors. They’re all such good people.” 
They are also a diverse group, Jim has 
observed—a quality which he believes 
helps to make things run smoothly when 
it comes time to make decisions. “You get 
a broad spectrum of opinions,” he says, 
noting the difference in professional and 
personal experiences, as well as territorial 
differences represented across the board. 
Jim is especially proud of the time, effort, 
and learning the cooperative undertakes 
in order to ensure the best decisions 
are made. Much of this is facilitated by 
management, Jim recognizes. It is not time 
and effort wasted, though, as Jim is proud 
of the role he has been able to play as a 
part of this organization. “I believe the time 
I’ve put in it is very rewarding, and I feel like 
I have accomplished things.”
 
     In the future, Jim sees the needs of 
the cooperative as being underlined by 
one main point: “Keeping the lights on 
in the best way possible.” Illinois Electric 
Cooperative must continue to run, but it 
must do so in ways which are both safe 
and economical. Jim also understands the 
importance of awareness regarding the 
co-op’s role in the communities it serves, 
beyond its responsibility as a provider 
of electric and internet services. IEC is 
involved with many aspects of many 
communities, and Jim wants people to 
become aware of the ways in which that is. 

     Though Jim Freeman could probably 
consider himself busy enough as a full-time 
farmer serving on numerous boards and 
committees, his responsibilities do not stop 
there. In fact, his most important duties exist 
much closer to home. He and his wife, Rita, 
of 45 years, are the parents of three grown 
children, as well as the grandparents of 10 
grandchildren—jobs which keep Jim quite 
occupied. And still, somehow, he makes 
time to serve on the Illinois Electric Co-op’s 
Board of Directors, not because he must, 
but because he continues to enjoy the work. 
“It’s been a great learning experience,” Jim 
says fondly, as he looks down the road to 
whatever comes his direction next.

 
This article on Jim Freeman is the fifth 
in a series of written profiles on Illinois 
Electric Cooperative’s Board of Directors, 
which have been compiled 
and written by Noah Sellars, one of 
our college interns.

Director Jim Freeman speaking at the co-op's Annual 
Meeting of the Membership.
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Metering Electricity
     In an effort to keep up with technology 
while offering better quality of service to the 
membership, the co-op is upgrading electric 
meters. Technical support for the meters we 
currently use is being disconintued soon. 
Fortunately for us, this comes at a time when 
many of the meters are near their end-of-
useful life and new meters are more advanced. 

     Our new metering system, Tantalus, lets 
members see a more up-to-date view of their 
usage online while still supporting remote 
meter reading and voltage monitoring.

     The co-op is working to replace 1,500 
meters a year over the next five years. We 
must first upgrade the infrastructure that 
supports the meters before changing the meter 
out at the member’s home. The new meters 
use radio frequency to relay information as 
opposed to the old meters that used power line 
communication. We are making the upgrades 
and replacing the meters on a substation 
basis. We began upgrading meters in the 
Arenzville area and are currently working in 
eastern Pike County.

     Before a meter technician replaces the 
meter at a member's home, he first has a 
conversation with the member to explain 
the change. It takes around 5-10 minutes to 
change out a meter with power being off for 
just about a minute.

     If you have any questions or would like 
more information about the new metering 
system, please give us a call at 
1-800-468-4732.

Top: Craig Long, Meters Supervisor, looking at a map 
of current meters deployed in the service territory.
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Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/illinoiselectric

Avoid Late Charges

View Your Usage

Schedule a Future Payment

Pay with Check, Debit, or Credit Card

Sign Up for Paperless Billing

Pay Your Bill Online Today at e-co-op.com!
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