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Across The 
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

Ten Reasons to apply 
for Youth Tour

You could stay home next summer 
OR you could kick it off with a 

10-day trip to Washington, D.C. On 
Youth Tour, you’ll laugh until your 
face hurts, crane your neck at tall 
buildings, stand humbled by national 
memorials and get inspired by leaders. 
You’ll love it so much that you’ll weep 
when it’s over. Still not convinced? 
Here are 10 more reasons to apply.

1. It’s FREE!!! By entering the Youth 
to Washington contest, a high 
school junior could win this free 
trip. 

2. It’s FUN!!! Days are spent touring 
popular attractions in D.C., 
including memorials, monuments 
and museums. 

3. You get to travel! Leave your home, 
your siblings and your routine for 
10 days. No making your bed for 
10 days. 

4. You meet new people. You’ll join 
around 75 other Illinois students  
to travel to Washington, D.C. to 
meet up with about 1,500 more 
high school students from all 
across our nation.

5. You get a classic Ameri-
can adventure. Wash-
ington, D.C. is rich in 
history and heritage. 
That’s why Youth Tour 
was created more than 
50 years ago, inspired 
by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, to give 
students the 
opportunity 
to discover 
“what the 
flag stands 
for and 
represents.”

6. You learn a lot. 
You are surrounded by venues that 
focus on science, art, history, space, 
American culture and so much 
more. You return home with a ton 
of new found knowledge.

7. You can gain leadership experience. 
Any Youth Tour participant that is 
a high school sophomore or junior 
can apply to be on the National 
Youth Leadership Council. One 
student is selected from each state.

8. You can make your voice heard. 
A day is spent on Capitol Hill 
to meet with our elected officials 
from Illinois. You get face time 
with some of the most powerful 
people in the nation and talk about 
what’s important to you.

9. You can put it on your resume. 
When you apply for college or a 
job, Youth Tour can help you stand 
out. The trip offers experiences that 
can shape your college application, 
essays and career path.

10. You connect with opportunity. You 
get plugged into the electric co-op 
community and are in a great 
position to learn about scholar-
ships, internships and jobs offered 
through this network. 

 To enter the contest or to get more 
information, go to mcec.org or talk to 
your high school counselor. Applica-
tions need to be returned to MCEC 
by Feb. 15.

You can’t win 
if you don’t apply!
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Meet the Employees

Name School Project
Erin Asher Freeburg High 57 Bus project 

Nick Bambrough New Athens High Texas Instruments project 
Kris Barschak/Janet Wolf Smithton Grade2 New learning environment 

Stacy Belosi Millstadt Consolidated Math project 
Lisa Breithaupt Waterloo High Mold/Stereoscope project 
Emily Brutton Immaculate Concept./Col. New Dimensions of Learning 
Teresa Fehrenz Columbia Middle Gardening project 

Michelle Freebairn/Kendra Grout Freeburg Primary Lending Library 
Gail Hollis Columbia High Hydroponic project 
Julie Lewis Red Bud High Engineering project 
Tony Meyer New Athens High Drones for STEM Education 

Mark Mueller Valmeyer High Smart Future project 
Teena Riechmann Valmeyer Grade Snap Circuits 

Andrea Sattler Trinity Lutheran/Red Bud LEGO Education Club 
Kay Wattles Rogers Elementary Chromebooks

MCEC awards 15 school grants 

In January, 15 areas school teachers were awarded a $500 
Touchstone Empowerment grant for school projects 

that improve the learning environment or increase educa-
tional resources for the school. The grants were awarded in 

January at the schools with a photo including the students. 
 Below are the winning submissions and schools 
represented:  

Tell us about yourself.
My wife Linda and I have been 
married 28 years, and we have a 
daughter Riley who is 8 years old.  

When I was a child,  
I wanted to be:
An astronaut

 

If I could have any meal to 
eat, it would include:
Ice Cream

Describe the best vacation 
you ever took:
We spent two weeks driving to 
Montana for a friend’s wedding 
and spend time at Yellowstone 
National Forest and at Mount 
Rushmore. 

Do you have a collection of 
something?
Putters

What was your favorite 
thing to play as a child?
Basketball

What do you see yourself 
doing after you retire?
Golfing and serving at our 
church.

Chris Scott 
Superintendent of Operations
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MCEC Line Outages - December 2018
Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Substation

12/2/2018 0:49 3 Sportsman Rd Unknown Poe

12/17/2018 0:05 187 Columbia Area Maintenance Columbia

12/20/2018 0:43 3 Woodpecker Ln Unknown Waterloo

12/21/2018 2:01 227 Fountain Area Other, Faulty Equipment Fountain

You’re more than a customer
By Anne Prince, NRECA

Author Anthony J. D’Angelo 
observed that, “Without a sense 

of caring, there can be no sense of 
community.”
 To a large degree, this reflects 
Monroe County Electric Coop-
erative’s (MCEC) philosophy 
toward our consumer-members 
and the broader service territory 
that we serve. As a cooperative, 
we have a different “bottom line.” 
While our priority is always to 
provide reliable and safe energy, 
there is another equally impor-
tant part of this equation. Your 
well-being and that of the larger 
community that we serve are of 
paramount concern. 
 To us, you are not just a cus-
tomer; you are a member of our 
co-op and without you, we would 
not exist. 
 In 1938, MCEC was founded 
to fulfill a vital need in our 
community that would not have 
otherwise been met. Concerned 
local leaders came together to 
build this co-op and bring electricity 
where there was none. 
 At that time, members of the com-
munity understood we were different 
because they likely knew someone 
who helped to create MCEC. For 
most people, our founding and its 

circumstances have been long forgot-
ten. Over time, folks in the com-
munity may have come to think of 
us as simply another energy provider. 
But we are not. We are a co-op that is 

constantly evolving to meet the needs 
of the communities we serve, and we 
can do this because of members like 
you. 
 Since our inception, we have sought 
feedback and engagement from you 
and that of the larger community 

to guide our long-term decisions. 
Therefore, we hold annual meetings 
and other events throughout the year 
to engage with you and obtain your 
feedback. 

   We strive to find new ways 
to help you use energy more 
efficiently. We’re always looking 
to explore more options that will 
help you manage your energy. 
In short, we are always seeking 
to keep pace with the changing 
energy environment, evolving 
technology and shifting con-
sumer expectations.
   MCEC members help guide 
important co-op decisions that 
improve and enrich the com-
munity. We value the perspective 
of our board members, who are 
members of the co-op and com-
munity – just like you.
   As a local business, we have a 
stake in the community. That’s 
why we support local organiza-
tions. Supporting the local com-
munity makes it a better place for 

everyone.
 While the times may have changed, 
our mission and outlook have not. We 
view our role as a catalyst for good. 
Working together, we can accomplish 
great things for our community now 
and in the future.

Our cooperative has been evolving to 
meet our communities’ needs since the 
cooperative’s first lineman, Joe Kipping, 
set the first pole on March 26, 1939.
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Meter tampering can result in 
electric shock, is illegal and 

increases electricity rates for 
other co-op members.

If you know or suspect that someone has 
tampered with their meter, please contact 

us immediately. 

DO NOT TAMPER
WITH YOUR

ELECTRIC METER

Never break a meter seal.

Never open a meter base.

Never remove a meter or 
alter an entrance cable in 
any manner.

Keep your home safe
from electrical fi res

Your lights turn on in an instant, 
and your plug slides into outlets 

without sparks or shocks. You can’t 
see it, and typically don’t think much 
about it. However, the electricity that 
we take for granted every day requires 
attention to prevent potential hazards. 
Safe Electricity o� ers these tips to help 
keep your home safe from electrical 
problems and � res:
Have all work done by a quali� ed 

electrician.
Get regular check-ups for older 

homes, which have older wiring 
and are often designed for fewer 
appliances and electronics. Have 
the electrical system checked every 
� ve to 10 years, depending on the 
age of your home. If your home is 
older than 30 years, make sure the 
wiring meets updated National 
Electrical Code standards.

Watch for warning signs such as 
hot or discolored switch plates, 
cords or plugs; dimming or � ick-
ering lights; buzzing or sizzling 
sounds. If you smell a burning 
odor, check it out immediately and 
unplug electric items in that area.

 Immediately repair loose outlets, 
and discard or replace cracked, cut 
or broken insulation on electric 
cords.

Keep cords out of walkways and 
high tra�  c areas so they don’t get 
stepped on, damaged or cause a 
tripping hazard.

Use extension cords temporarily, 
not as permanent wiring. Too 
many extension cords in one area 
creates a risk of overheating or 
overloading circuits.

Never use cords or appliances that 
have exposed, damaged or faulty 
wiring. Have them repaired or 
replaced.

Avoid using nails or staples to se-
cure electric cords in place. When 
an electrical cord is punctured, it 
increases the likelihood of electric 
shock and � re.

When you replace light bulbs, 
ensure that you match the recom-
mended wattage for your lamp 
or other light � xtures. Using an 
incorrect wattage increases the 
likelihood for electrical � res. 

 If small children are present, install 
tamper resistant outlets or use 
outlet covers to reduce the risk of 
shocks and � re.

Educate your loved ones on the 
dangers of electricity and provide 
guidance on care for your appli-
ances and electronics. 

 Electrical safety can also reduce en-
ergy waste and save on the power bill. 
Turn o�  electronics and lights when 
they are not in use. � is reduces heat as 
it lower electricity use.
 Learn more about home electrical 
safety at SafeElectricity.org.

Simplify with Auto Pay
Itʼs not too late to make a New Yearʼs 

resolution. Simplify your life by signing 
up for Auto Pay. Youʼll mark one item 
permanently off your to-do list. Best of 

all, youʼll never have to worry about the 
mail delivering your check late or forget-
ting to make a credit card payment on 
the phone or online by the due date.
If you would like more information,

call us at 939-7171 or 1-800-757-7433.


