
Meet Your Board 
of Directors
Ronald Myers,
Treasurer

     It would be diffi  cult—if not impossible—
to discuss the life of Ronald Myers without 
including Illinois Electric Cooperative. This 
is because he has served on the Board of 
Directors for nearly 43 years. In 1976, his 
father, at the time a director since 1938, 
decided to retire from a near 40-year run, 
opening up the seat Ronald was off ered.*

     “It’s been a long trip,” he says, as he 
considers the last four and a half decades. 
The Illinois Electric Cooperative board 
was not his fi rst, nor his fi nal, experience 
in community service. “I’ve always liked 
working with other people,” Ronald 
notes, hinting at a lifelong commitment to 

community involvement. “For years, we 
planned our days around diff erent board 
meetings,” he recalls of his persistent 
desire to never miss a meeting. As a former 
member of the FS board (40+ years), 
church board, and school board (8 years), 
among others, Ronald Myers knows well the 
meanings of devotion and commitment, and 
has lived his life with them in mind.

continued...

Retiring at the 2019 Annual Meeting
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     What has kept Ronald in his seat 
at the directors’ table is clear to him. 
“I have really enjoyed the people,” 
including those worked with, and 
those met along the way. As for his 
fellow board members, he believes 
the increasing diversity of experiences 
and backgrounds among the directors 
makes for a productive team, 
refl ecting the changes which have 
taken place across IEC’s service area 
and membership. “It used to be that 
everybody on this board was a farmer, 
and all the members in the rural areas 
were farmers. Now, living in a rural 
area does not mean you’re a farmer.” 
The current board make-up provides a 
necessary diversity of opinion. “As long 
as it works together, and you come to 
a consensus, it’s great.” And when it 
comes to whether or not he believes the 
board works well together, he has no 
uncertainty: “I think we really, really do.”

     The work the co-op does has also 
played a role in Ronald’s long run. 
Illinois Electric Cooperative’s underlying 
mission has also made it stand out 
over the years. “Our goal has been 
more than to supply electricity or TV or 
internet; it’s been to make our members’ 
lives better.” It hasn’t always been easy, 
and the co-op has made missteps along 
the way to progress, but, as Ronald will 
tell you, that’s the only way to improve. 
“We’ve made some mistakes, but, like 
the saying goes, you miss one hundred 
percent of the shots you don’t take.” 
What Ronald has come to realize is 
that progress is oftentimes worth the 
unknown risks which may come along 
with it, for the risk taking is the only path 
toward ultimate advancement. 

     Ronald plans to retire from the 
IEC board in 2019. “I just think it’s 
time. Things change, and now it’s 
someone else’s turn to take that seat.” 
Of course, it won’t be easy to leave 
behind something that has been such a 
tremendous part of his life for so long. 
“He’s devoted his life to it,” his wife, 
Carolyn, explains. “He’s going to miss 
it a lot.” But Ronald is clear on why he 
has stuck around as long as he has. 

“When you meet nice, good people, and 
you like to be around them, you keep 
coming back. That’s why it’s been over 
forty years.” As for how he hopes his 
years at IEC will be remembered, he 
remains modest. “I was there. I was loyal. 
I always tried to be productive. I always 
tried to be part of the solution.” As board 
treasurer, Ronald has left an imprint 
greater that he may let on. Bruce Giffi  n, 
who has provided management to the co-
op since 1997, notes: “He so thoroughly 
knows and understands our fi nancial 
statements that we joke, ‘If something 
were wrong, he’d smell it.’” Hopefully, the 
man who describes himself as someone 
who has “never been one for accolades” 
understands that, sometimes, when one 
has dedicated the time and energy that 
Ronald Myers has dedicated throughout 
his life, the simple, straightforward truth 
is an accolade in itself.
 

Ronald Myers and his wife Carolyn, at their home near 
Griggsville, looking at photos of his time as a director.
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     Retirement from Illinois Electric does 
not mean he won’t be kept busy. With 
three daughters—in California, North 
Carolina, and half a mile down the road—
and nine grandchildren—spread across 
the country in schools and occupations—
Ronald and Carolyn are kept on their 
toes, especially in recent years. “You’ve 
got to keep moving,” he says, thankful for 
the health which allows them to travel. 
He knows the co-op can continue to be 
successful after his retirement, as long as 
it remains committed to the values which 
have brought it where it is today. “One of 
the biggest things is being able to adapt to 
how rapidly things are changing,” he says 
of the future. 

     Whether he wishes to acknowledge 
it or not, the absence of his 43-year-
long career will certainly be felt by those 
around him. Speaking for the co-op’s 
employees, Bruce Giffin says, “He’s 
formidable, with a lot more backbone than 
most.  Sharp as a tack. We’re going to 
miss him. I want you to know how highly 
he’s thought of at board meetings. When 
he speaks, people turn their heads to 
pay careful attention.” His fellow board 
members will miss his presence, as well. 
“Ronald was on the board for almost two 
decades when I came to my first meeting,” 
notes Tom Meehan, the co-op’s president. 
“Sitting around the table with all the other 
directors, I was in awe of what I heard. I 
knew Ronald was one of the special ones 
because whenever he talked you could 
tell everyone listened. Ron was a father 
figure to me the first few years, now I look 
at him as my friend and am so blessed to 
have had the opportunity to work with him 
over the years.” 

     Of course, Ronald was never alone in 
his sacrifice of time and energy, a fact of 
which all who know him are well aware. 
“We should also thank Carolyn for sharing 
Ronald with us over the decades,” Tom 
adds. “It seems our world doesn’t often 
enough make people like Ronald and 
Carolyn who dedicate their lives to causes 
they believe in and to their communities. 
They truly will be missed!”

*The nominating process for new 
directors has changed significantly over 
the years. Today, a number of highly 
qualified nominees undergo a thorough 
review procedure, in order to ensure the 
ultimate appointment best represents 
the cooperative’s membership.

This article on Ronald Myers is the 
second in a series of written profiles on 
Illinois Electric Cooperative’s Board of 
Directors, which have been compiled 
and written by Noah Sellars, one of our 
college interns.
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Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/illinoiselectric

Avoid Late Charges

View Your Usage

Schedule a Future Payment

Pay with Check, Debit, or Credit Card

Sign Up for Paperless Billing

Pay Your Bill Online Today at e-co-op.com!

Youth Day 
2019

April 3, 2019
Spring�eld, IL

     Youth Day 2019 will be held on April 
3, 2019. High school sophomores and 
juniors will spend the day in Springfi eld 
meeting with their state legislators and 
Secretary of State Jesse White at the 
State Capitol. Students will also be able 
to tour the Illinois Supreme Court, the Old 
State Capitol, and the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum.

     Youth Day is designed to introduce
young rural leaders to state government.
26 co-ops from across the state are
represented at the event.

     This event allows four high school
students living in a home served by the
co-op to win a week long, expenses paid
bus trip to the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington, D.C. as part of the Youth to 
Washington program.

     For more information, please contact
your school’s guidance counselor, or 
Jennifer Sellars at 217-243-8742 by 
February 14th.
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