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Board Candidate Nomination Deadline
 Board of director nominations must be fi led in our coop-
erative offi  ce no later than March 13, 2019. Any member 
in districts 1 or 7 who is interested is encouraged to call 
our offi  ce or stop by. Guidelines can be found in our bylaws 

on our website, www.cmec.coop, under Board Meetings & 
Bylaws. Directors must be qualifi ed to serve in accordance 
with Article V, Section 3, found on page 13. Meetings are 
normally held the last Th ursday of each month.

District #7
Jeffery Hudson

District #1
Bill Voyles

District #3
Kent Metzger

B o a r D  o f  D i r e c t o r s
District #6
Natalie Parkerson
Secretary

District #5
stephen shrader ccD/BLc
Treasurer

District #4
Deborah albin ccD/BLc
Chairperson

District #2
John Bowers ccD/BLc
Vice Chairperson
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A publication of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative

P.O. Box 709 (104 Dewitt Ave., East)
Mattoon, Illinois 61938
Phone: 217/235-0341 or

Toll-Free: 1-888-661-CMEC (2632)
O�  ce hours:

Monday-Friday 
7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m.

Chairman
Debbie Albin ........................Mattoon
Vice Chairman
John Bowers ...................... Lovington
Secretary
Natalie Parkerson .................Mattoon
Treasurer
Steve Shrader .......................West� eld
Director
Je� ery Hudson.................. Charleston
Kent Metzger .............................Gays
Bill Voyles .............................. Sullivan
President/CEO
Kim Leftwich

To Report an Outage
•  First check your fuses or circuit 

breakers and see if your neigh bors 
have power.

•  If the problem appears to be with 
the cooperative's lines, call the o�   ce 
at the toll free number 
(888-661-2632), give the name the 
ser vice is list ed under, and re port 
any haz ard ous con di tions.

Send your current email
to info@cmec.coop

for a chance to win a
$25 bill credit.

Manage your
Coles- Moultrie  
Electric    Cooperative
account   with    SmartHub

• Report outages
• View and compare 

usage data
• Set usage thresholds  

and alerts
• Receive bill reminders
• Pay your bill quickly

Learn more at SafeElectricity.org

 

2019 Youth Day and Youth Tour
 � is year’s Cooperative Youth 
Day is April 3. High schools in our 
service area are asked to select two 
students to represent their school at 
“Youth Day.” During the day, they 
will meet with their elected senators 
and representatives in Spring� eld 
and tour the Illinois Supreme 
Court, Old State Capitol, and the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library. Additionally, two students 
that CMEC takes to Spring� eld for 
Youth Day will be selected to attend 
the Youth to Washington Tour to 

be held June 14-21, 2019. � ere is 
no cost for the student to attend 
Youth Day or Youth Tour, if selected. 
Contact CMEC or your local high 
school guidance counselor for details.

Reminder 
CMEC sells Kohler 
generators! Call us for details 
and pricing. 
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President & CEO Report – November Board Meeting 2018
CMEC Connect Internet
■ 417 current customers 
■ South Shores spur site has grown 

more than expected and we have had 
to install its own special link to add 
capacity to the site. We have over 10 
members on the site, and these spur 
sites were built to hold fi ve to six 
members. 

Marketing & Member Services
■ CMEC staff  member Sam Adair 

attended the NRECA’s Cooperative 
University program to fi nish his 
Certifi ed Key Accounts Executive 
training. He passed the exam and now 
will submit a Key Accounts plan for 
the cooperative. 

■ Class-E toured CMEC offi  ce and 
learned about the cooperative. Each 
year CMEC gives a tour to this group 
of young professionals. Th is year, Aly 
Easton is in the class and she went on 
Youth Tour representing CMEC. 

■ Sam Adair attended the Cooperative 
Balloon Association Board Meeting.

Website Update
■ Th ere were 1,539 visitors, and they 

looked at 7,917 pages – 3.82 pages per 
person on average. On average, each 
visitor stayed on the site for 1 minute 
45 seconds. 776 people visited the 
website on desktop computers, 682 on 
smart phones and 81 on tablets.

■ Facebook has 2,206 followers.
Accounting/Finance
■ Capital Credit distributions were 

made to members who contributed to 
our revenue in 1977, 1978 and 1979.

■CMEC 2019 Capital Budget was 
approved at the Oct. 25, 2018 board 
of directors meeting. 2019 Operating 
Budget is in process.

LED Lighting 
■  To date, 2,178 LED lights have been 

installed replacing 434 mercury vapor 
and 1,648 sodium vapor lights.

Engineering
■ Manual meter reads decreased from 

109 in October to 59 in November.
■ Engineering received requests for 316 

JULIE locates and called in 20. Of 
the 316 locate notifi cations received, 
CMEC personnel performed 31 
primary and 24 secondary locates.

■ 12 Report-On-Calls were received 
and assigned for member/new 
member requests.

■ Field Engineers are working on the 
following projects: W1 mile (line 
rebuild on the Work Plan), X7-X10 
mile (conductor replacement for the 
Work Plan), U3BA mile (moving a 
line out of ROW that is extremely 
rough to traverse), L3A1 mile 
(relocating line from a fi eld to the road 
for access since the poles in the fi eld 
need replaced).

■ Evaluating the use of an AMI repeater 
that installs in the place of a photocell 
on a security light. Th is would be used 
in certain applications where a light 
is available versus the installation of 
repeaters on a transformer.

■ Requested quotes for “smart” 
breakers for installation in substations 
to replace the existing hydraulic 
breakers. Th is is a part of the Work 
Plan and will increase substation 
communications as part of the 
distribution automation plan.

■ Evaluating NovaTech equipment as 
a replacement for the existing ILEX 
RTUs in the substation for SCADA 
communication. 

Operations
■ October: Crews performed the 

following work: 3 new services, 
1 service retirement and 22 pole 
replacements due to: age (16), farm 
equipment (1), clearance hazard (3) 
and ditch work (2).

■ Personnel are installing a polewrap 
on poles that have equipment that 
increase the potential for animal 
contacts. Th is a 30” long roll of black 
composite material that prevents 
climbing animals from getting traction 
to get up the pole. Each truck has a 
roll so anytime personnel are at any 
location requiring the wrap, they are 
installing.

■ In addition to the polewrap, new 
refl ective letters and numbers are 
being placed on the wrap to increase 
visibility when trying to locate a 
specifi c pole. Th is has long been an 
issue with the old digits that have 
been used since the co-op was formed. 

■ Fleet: Th e digger truck that was 
ordered in 2018 for delivery in 2019 
has now been pushed back to April/

May. Th e truck it was replacing (Unit 
#18) developed issues in August and 
it was decided we could get by until 
the replacement truck was delivered at 
the end of the year. As a result, a rental 
truck will be provided at no charge 
beginning Jan. 1 and will be onsite 
until the new truck is delivered. Th e 
bucket truck that was scheduled to 
arrive in September (replacing Truck 
#11) has been pushed back until 
January. Truck #11 developed issues 
in July that caused it to be parked. A 
demo bucket truck has been provided 
to use until the new unit arrives. We 
are currently receiving quotes for a 
digger truck and a crew bucket truck 
for 2019 budget.

IT/SCADA
■ We have applied hotfi xes to the AMI 

system to increase performance.
■ Installed security cameras and 

monitors.
■ We are testing new devices for our 

SCADA pilot project at Lake Land.
GIS
■ Working with CSR on fi nding 

a solution for our digital staking. 
We have been getting quotes from 
vendors, and we have been researching 
ways to develop our own in-house 
solution. 

■ Preparing our current GIS database 
to handle staking data regardless of 
which options we go with.

Monthly Board Meeting Minutes can be viewed on our website: www.cmec.coop

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Laundry Tip: Dry towels and 
heavier cottons separately 
from lighter-weight clothing. 
You’ll spend less time running 
the dryer for lighter-weight 
items, which saves energy. 
Source: energy.gov
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Keep Warm Air in Your Home and Money in Your Pocket 

 When the cold winds of win-
ter blow, having a warm home in 
which to retreat is great. The only 
problem, making that home nice 
and warm can be expensive. With 
preparation and work, you can 
reduce your energy use and save 
money. It is worth making sure 
your home heating system is as effi-
cient to prevent the waste of energy 
and your hard-earned money.
 Start by locating air leaks. Some 
air leaks can be easily fixed with 
caulking and weather stripping. 
Other leaks might take a contrac-
tor’s help. Common areas to find 
air leaks include: behind or under 
knee walls, the attic hatch, wiring 
holes, plumbing vents, furnace 
vents, dryer vents, recessed lights, 
and around windows and doors.
 There are other steps you can 
take to save on your power bill 
and increase the efficiency of your 
home. One of the easiest ways is 
to make sure the furnace filter is 
clean. Clean or change the fil-
ter monthly to keep air flowing 
freely. Dust and dirt slow down 
air flow, which makes the system 
work harder and ends up wasting 
energy and costing money.
 Another step you can take is to 
install a programmable thermo-
stat. This can help automatically 
turn the heat down when no one 
is home and turn the heat up 
when you need a warmer home.
 Finally, when it comes time 
to replace your HVAC (heating, 
ventilation and air condition-
ing) system, invest in energy 
efficient equipment that will 
help save money on heating bills. 
ENERGY STAR recommends 
having your HVAC system evalu-
ated if it is over 10 years old or if 
it is not keeping your home com-
fortable. If your system needs to 
be replaced, talk to your installer 
about getting the most efficient 
unit you can afford.
 For more information on  
home energy efficiency, go 
to EnergyEdCouncil.org.


