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Harness the power of the sun...

...by using the Earth.

Geothermal gives you the freedom to focus on life

WaterFurnace geothermal systems provide reliable operation 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week, 365 days a year—rain or shine, day or night, windy or not. They use the stored 
solar energy in the ground to provide your family luxurious comfort and incredible 
savings. In fact, it’s the only HVAC system that’ll pay you back—and with the renewed 
30% federal tax credit1, there’s never been a better time to switch to the Reliable 
Renewable. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today. 

•   The Reliable Renewable is a trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.1. 30% through 2019, 26% through 2020 and 22% through 2021

visit us at waterfurnace.com/Reliable

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT 1

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 429-1105

Delavan
Jeckel Plmb & Htg
(309) 244-8265

Flora
Dan’s Electro Electric
(618) 662-4520

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg & A/C
(309) 965-2604

Macomb
Arnold Bros. Htg & Clg
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D & C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Marion/Pinckneyville
Parker Htg & Clg
(618) 357-8951

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb, Htg & A/C
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Petersburg
Collins Plmb & Htg
(217) 793-8031

Thomasboro
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125

Virden/Litchfield
Snell Plmb & Htg
(217) 965-3911



DEPARTMENTS
 4  F I R S T  T H O U G H T S

Backing local 
co-ops to serve 
you better
The Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives 
complements Illinois’ electric 
co-ops at the local level.
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This month’s 
highlights
News/Legislation/Trends/Tips
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Low cost tips 
for renters
Seven ways for renters to 
reduce energy bills.

 16  P O W E R E D  U P

Smart home 
technology
Aside from being trendy, 
smart home devices can help 
reduce energy consumption.

 18  S A F E T Y  C H E C K 

Safely operating a 
portable generator
If not used properly, a generator 
can present serious hazards.

 20  G A R D E N W I S E

Winter house-
plant care
Tips to keep your houseplants 
looking their best in winter. 
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Spuds
Comfort food dinners don’t 
seem complete without 
this American staple.
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For the love 
of fresh air
Love for the great outdoors 
knows no bounds. 

3 8   S N A P S H O T S

Mirror image
Readers create art using 
re� ection as inspiration. 

22 Life goes on
Bill Arthur, Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 
line foreman, has a brighter future thanks to a 
kidney donation. 
Cover photo courtesy of Mark Clodfelter of  Blue in Green 
Photography based in Monticello, Ill.

26 Against all odds
New Philadelphia may have faded away, but it 
remains signi� cant as the � rst town in America 
founded by an African-American.

30 Swedish delight
� is month PRAIRIE TABLE visits the Peach 
Barn Café, located at Hedman Vineyards in 
Alto Pass, where gourmet food is steeped in 
Swedish tradition. 
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Illinois Country Living is a monthly 
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needs of the locally-owned, not-for-
pro� t electric cooperatives of Illinois. 
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AIEC: Backing local co-ops to serve you better
THE TRUE POWER OF locally-owned electric coop-
eratives are the consumer-members living and 
working in the communities they serve, and 
when those co-ops are connected, their collec-
tive energy gives them state-wide reach.

� at’s the role the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) plays in support-
ing the goal of ensuring that co-op members 
always have safe, a� ordable, reliable energy.

“Our main objective is to complement what 
Illinois’ electric co-ops do at the local level,” said 
Duane Noland, AIEC president/CEO. “We aggre-
gate all of their great work, so we can talk about it 
collectively to all of the interested parties in the state 
who potentially have an impact on co-op members 
through laws, regulations or public policy.”

At the direction of our a�  liated electric coop-
eratives, the AIEC is regularly involved in education 
and training, legislative a� airs, tax and regulatory 
ma� ers, economic development and regional plan-
ning. It also provides a framework for coordination 
of many activities that provide more meaningful 
results when addressed through collective action. 

Capitol concerns
It’s not unusual for Illinois’ lawmakers to deal 

with as many as 3,000 bills and amendments dur-
ing a legislative session, while many never advance 
beyond commi� ees or face numerous revisions 
during hearing and review processes. Keeping 
track of even major changes is no small feat.

Besides members of the Illinois general assem-
bly, there are also regulatory commissions, typically 
made up of appointees who may be more familiar 
with major investor-owned utilities than they are 
with member-owned electric cooperatives.

“It’s all about making lawmakers aware of 
who we are, what we do and why we do it,” said 
Nick Reitz, AIEC vice president of Government 
Relations. “We need to do whatever we can to 
help them understand who we are and most 
importantly that we’re all reaching for the same 
goal – providing the best electric service we can 
at the lowest possible cost.” 

Leveraged learning
When it comes to safety, operating e�  ciency 

and governance, skills and training can help an elec-
tric cooperative run more successfully and serve its 
members be� er. But when co-op employees are 
spread across several locations and commi� ed to 

maintaining 24/7 operations, ge� ing true value 
for training dollars can be challenging.

� e AIEC serves 24 electric co-ops in 90 of 
the state’s 102 counties. � e safety and training 
department provides safety, specialized schools and 
professional development training for cooperative 
directors, management sta�  and employees. 

Engaging future co-op members
� e AIEC also takes a leadership role in the 

youth outreach programs supported by its local 
electric cooperatives. It coordinates the Youth 
to Washington Tour, sending more than 65 high 
school students to Washington, D.C., every June. 
Each spring nearly 250 outstanding students get 
an up close look at democracy in action when 
they meet their elected representatives during 
the Illinois Electric and Telephone Cooperatives 
Youth Day in Spring� eld.   

“As cooperatives, we understand that our stu-
dent leaders of today are our community leaders of 
tomorrow,” said Ashley Graham, AIEC Youth Tour 
coordinator.  “What be� er time to teach these stu-
dents about the cooperative business model and 
co-op careers than through our youth programs?” 

 Illinois cooperatives have been taking students 
to Washington, D.C. and the Cooperative Youth 
Leadership Camp for 60 years.

For many Youth Tour participants, the co-op 
sponsored trips are the furthest they have ever 
ventured from their home communities with-
out their families. � ey also provide exposure 
to state and federal government operations, and 
opportunities to learn and practice skills that will 
serve them for a lifetime. 

“We promote the life skills that today’s 
generation values, like building relationships, 
developing leadership skills and enhancing their 
resumes,” said Graham. 

Participants develop strong relationships with 
their sponsoring electric co-op that o� en include 
speaking or volunteering at annual meetings and 
other co-op events. � e results are meaningful 
community service hours and experiences that 
o� en inspire college application essays or can 
lead to technical or member services career 
opportunities a� er graduation.

� ese are just a few ways the AIEC supports 
Illinois electric cooperatives, and everything 
it does is aimed at one goal: be� ering the 
communities they serve. 
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Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 “Some of my patients consider me 
the last stop for people who have vision 
loss,” said Dr. Weingart, one of only a 
few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fi tting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the 
 leading cause of blindness and vision 
loss in people over 50. Despite this, 
most adults are not familiar with the 
 condition. As many as 25% of those 
over the age of 50 have some degree 
of macular degeneration. The macula 

that 56% of patients treated with a 
high-dose combination of vitamins 
experienced improved vision after six 
months.
 While age is the most signifi cant 
risk factor for developing the disease, 
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular 
 disease, and high blood pressure have 
also been identifi ed as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to fi gure out 
everything and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning, especially 
driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefi t of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. Weingart. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a  consul tation, 
give Dr. McDaniel or Dr. Weingart a 
call. You can also visit our websites.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com
1-802-350-6599

Offi ce located in Mascoutah, Illinois
Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

www.FoxValleyLowVision.com
1-800-341-8498
Located in Oswego, IL

Ronald Weingart, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.
A scene as it might be viewed by a person 

is only one small part of the retina; 
however, it is the most sensitive and 
gives us sharp central vision. When 
it degenerates, macular  degeneration 
leaves a blind spot right in the  center of 
vision, making it diffi cult or  impossible 
to recognize faces, read a book, or pass 
the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
form. New research suggests vitamins 
can help. The British medical journal 
BMC Ophthalmology recently reported 

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT



Co-op workers learn how to 
prepare for dog encounters
Electric cooperative employees must go on 
private property to do their job. In doing so, 
these workers often encounter dogs, and these 
family pets are not always friendly. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control, more than 36 
percent of U.S. households own at least one dog 
and it estimates that dogs bite more than  
4.5 million people annually in the U.S.

 Therefore, the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives sponsored a regional training over 
four days for electric cooperative workers to 
protect themselves from dog encounters. 

Hector Hernandez, speaker, dog trainer and 
author, brought along his assistant canine Malo, 

a Dutch shepherd, to help teach the  
co-op personnel.  

With more than 30 years of experience 
training all types of dogs, including police 
dogs, Hernandez has developed and tested dog 
training and dog bite prevention methods. He 
regularly speaks at utility companies, the U.S. 
Postal Service and police departments to help 
protect workers in a dog encounter. 

FEBRUARY 
C H E C K L I S T
Be heart healthy. 
Consider making 
a healthy meal 
for Valentine’s 
Day. Serve 
food lower in 
salt and fat 
content, provide 
more fruits and vegetables 
and less sugary sweets. 
Source: cdc.gov

Clean your dryer vent. 
Removing the buildup of lint 

from your dryer 
vent helps it work 
more efficiently 
and prevents a 
potential dryer 

fire. Don’t forget to check 
the outside duct as well. 

Rotate your mattress. 
Vacuum your mattress and 
box springs 
and flip or 
rotate the 
mattress. 

Tip of the month: 
Call the shop that 
services your outdoor 
power equipment and 
schedule a tune-up.    
   You’ll be ahead of the curve  
     if you get it done now. 

AIEC officers committed to service
The Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) is governed by a 
board of 29 directors made up of one board 
representative from each Illinois electric and 
generation and transmission cooperative.  
This group of men and women set policy  
and act as a liaison between their boards  
and the AIEC. 

2019 AIEC board officers are (l-r)  
Warren Goetsch, chairman, Menard Electric 
Cooperative, Petersburg; Kevin Brannan, 
vice chairman, Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Winchester; Scott Ury, secretary, Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola; and Rick 
Rubenacker, treasurer, Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative, Fairfield.  

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, more than 36 percent of U.S. 
households own at least one dog and 
it estimates that dogs bite more than 
4.5 million people annually in the U.S.
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More than 200 participants from 10 coopera-
tives attended the trainings held at SouthEastern 
Electric Cooperative, Carrier Mills; Adams 
Electric Cooperative, Camp Point; and Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, Shelbyville. Key points 
co-op workers learned are:
• During a dog encounter, face the dog and walk 

backwards while giving loud commands. 

• During a dog attack, place something in front 
of you and shake it as the dog is charging. 

• If bitten during a dog attack, strike the dog 
under the chin, behind the neck or on the spine.

• If the dog is friendly, its tail will be twisting 
with its mouth opening and closing.

• A dangerous dog will have direct eye contact 
with tunnel vision and a stiff body.

• Always be alert and ready, remain calm,  
and breathe. 

New 2019 Illinois laws
Jan. 1, 2019 was the effective date for more than 
200 new laws in Illinois. Of particular interest 
are the following:
• All children 2 and under (unless they are over 

40 pounds) must ride in a rear-facing child 
safety seat. 

• Tougher texting and driving penalties. Beginning 
July 1, 2019, texting while driving will result in 
a moving violation that goes on your driving 
record. Three violations in a 12-month period 
will result in having your license suspended. 

• If you are required to use your personal phone 
or computer for work, your employer must 

have a reimbursement policy, just be sure to 
turn in your expenditures within 30 days of 
incurring it. 

• Family members and law enforcement officials 
who suspect that someone poses a significant 
danger of causing harm to themselves or oth-
ers will be able to petition the court for a fire-
arms restraining order.

• Creates a 72-hour waiting period on all fire-
arms, not just handguns. 

Beatty named IFB Eagle 
Award winner

John Beatty, director at Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative, Auburn, was awarded 
the 2018 Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) Eagle 
Award for Excellence during the IFB annual 
meeting in December. 

Beatty received the award for his constant 
support of and advocacy for agriculture in 
Illinois. A member of the IFB since the early 
1970s, Beatty has served on numerous boards 
of directors and agriculture organization leader-
ship teams including the Illinois Corn Marketing 
Board and IFB Board of Directors. 

Beatty was an early advocate for ethanol and 
is known for his willingness to try new farming 
and conservation practices. 

An active member of his community, Beatty 
has served as a local 4-H leader and was a mem-
ber of the Auburn Jaycees. He attended Iowa 
State University before returning to the family 
farm to work alongside his father. 

SAD: More than a 
case of winter blahs
It is estimated that Seasonal 
Affective Disorder, SAD, affects 
5- to 8-million people a year in 
the U.S., particularly in the colder, 
winter months when days are 
shorter and nights are longer.

It is thought to be related to the 
lack of available sunlight leading to 
a deficiency of Vitamin D, which, 
in turn, disrupts a person’s natural 
sleep cycle.

“The classic symptoms of SAD 
mimic those of another depres-
sive disorder so feeling down, blue, 
lack of energy, poor appetite, sleep 
disturbance, all of those classic 
depressive symptoms just related 
to the changes in season,” says 
Luke Raymond, behavioral health 
services manager for Peoria-based 
OSF Healthcare. 

As a behavioral health specialist, 
Raymond works with people suffer-
ing from SAD. He says there is a dif-
ference between SAD and a case of 
the occasional winter blahs. If you 
find your mind and mood are impact-
ing your relationships, ability to work 
or social activities, it is something 
that needs to be addressed.

There are several treatment 
options available for SAD. The 
most used is phototherapy, or light 
therapy. Counseling or therapy can 
also be beneficial. Even simple life-
style changes can help. 

“What’s really beneficial is get-
ting outside, even though it’s cold, 
as much as you can and absorb 
that natural sunlight. Involve your-
self in pleasurable activities and 
exercise is always beneficial when 
dealing with these kinds of symp-
toms,” says Raymond. 

Source: OSF HealthCare
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No snow days
Co-op employees know there are no snow days. 
When ice, snow or the occasional tornado occur, 
consumer-members can depend on their electric 
cooperative to restore power. 

Illinois saw unusually early snow and ice in 
November that caused widespread outages in its 
north and north-central cooperatives. Linemen 
and cooperative personnel worked long hours in 
the inclement weather to get the lights and heat 
on for numerous members. 

Corn Belt Energy was especially hard hit as 
ice, snow and high winds caused widespread 
outages just after Thanksgiving. Shelby Electric 
Cooperative responded after a series of rare 
December tornadoes caused outages across cen-
tral Illinois cooperative territories and was espe-
cially devastating to the city of Taylorville. 

Throughout these events one thing remained 
true – the response of cooperative personnel.  
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Farm Bill advances electric co-op interests 
in rural development, broadband

From community development to broadband and renewable energy, electric cooper-
atives stand to benefit from the Farm Bill overwhelmingly passed by Congress.

 “The bill advances the interests of rural America,” said NRECA CEO Jim 
Matheson. “Its strong rural development provisions will enable co-ops to invest in 
modernizing the electric grid and continue key economic development activities in 
the communities they serve.”

Lawmakers agreed to keep or expand several programs important to electric co-ops.
The bill preserves the Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant Program 

beyond 2021, when funding was scheduled to expire. Electric co-ops use this 
program to finance economic development projects in their communities.

Funding also is maintained for the Rural Energy for America Program, which 
offers loans and grants for renewable energy initiatives.

The bill also extends the Rural Energy Savings Program to provide loans for 
home energy retrofits. Electric co-ops created the program as part of the 2014 Farm 
Bill. The new language increases the allowance for administrative expenses from 3 to 
5 percent of the loan.

Several provisions in the bill will help electric co-ops bridge the digital divide:
• Authorization for $350 million a year in grants and loans for deploying rural 

broadband. (Funding for this new program is in addition to the Department of 
Agriculture’s $600 million broadband loan/grant pilot program included in the bud-
get passed by Congress in March.)

• Areas with low population density will be eligible for the highest proportion of fed-
eral grants. Broadband projects in areas with fewer than seven people per square 
mile may be eligible for grants covering up to 75 percent of the total project.

• Grants will be available for areas where 90 percent of the homes lack internet ser-
vice at the minimum level of 25 megabits per second to download data and 3 
Mbps to upload. In areas where half the homes are without 25/3 Mbps service, 
applicants will be eligible for loans.

• Loan or grant applicants must now commit to build broadband service at speeds 
that will meet the areas’ future needs.

• The bill does not prevent the use of Rural Utilities Service funding for broadband 
projects in areas that have received Federal Communications Commission funding. 

Source: Cathy Cash, NRECA

© 2018 Husqvarna AB. All rights reserved.

Husqvarna robotic mowers deliver the highest cutting capacity, the lowest noise levels 
and the most advanced features, for a perfect cut on any type of lawn. As world leaders  
in robotic mowing, we proudly offer our 60-day Crown Commitment money-back 
guarantee.* If you’re not completely satisfied with your Automower® purchase,  
return it for a full refund or store credit. Get more time to enjoy life with a perfectly  
cut lawn and a new Automower® robotic mower from Husqvarna. 

HUSQVARNA.COM/AUTOMOWER

ACHIEVE THE PERFECT LAWN WITH AUTOMOWER.®

Automower® 
450X

Automower® 
430X

Automower® 
315X

Automower® 
315

Automower® 
310

*Crown Commitment program requires purchase upfront, with full refund available pending unit return. See Huqsvarna.com for complete details.

TRY  
BEFORE  

YOU BUY*
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4 Corners
1101 Woodlawn
Lincoln, IL 62656

Ace Hardware
1088 E. Fort St.
Farmington, IL 61531

Ace Hardware
1637 Broadway
Quincy, IL 62306

Ace Hardware
1320 E. Street
Charleston, IL 61920

Ace Hardware
2102 Court St.
Pekin, IL 61920

Ace Hardware
2811 W Kirby
Champaign, IL 61821

Ace Hardware
8903 N Knoxville
Peoria, IL 61615

All Power Equipment
2019 W Rt 17
Kankakee, IL 60901

All Type Hydraulics Corp.
530 N Washington St
Bunker Hill, IL 62014

Austin’s Parts and
 Hardware
105 W. Cumberland Rd
Saint Elmo, IL 62458

Bertels Sales & Service
4664 Seiler Road
Dorsey, IL 62021

Cox’s Parts and Service
401 Main
Greenfi eld, IL 62044

Don’s Lawn & Saw Shop
904 West City Rt 40
Greenville, IL 62246

Extreme Power
765 True Value Dr
Lebanon, IL 62254

Hedrick Repair Service
8761 Sand Barrens Lane
Saint Francisville, IL 
62460

Herscher Auto Parts
230 S. Main St
Herscher, IL 60941

Herter Sales
11136 IL Rte 125
Beardstown, IL 62618

Hoyer Outdoor
 Equipment, Inc.
7402 Unionville Road
Brookport, IL 62910

JC&R Power Equipment
306 E Main St
Knoxville, IL 61448

Koehler Implement Co.
1481 N. State Hwy 94
Carthage, IL 62321

Ladd Farm Mart
400 N. Main Ave
Ladd, IL 61329

Leroy Farm & Lawn
 Equipment
605 West Cedar
Leroy, IL 61752

Main Street Shop
1213 W. Main St
Fairfi eld, IL 62837

Marine Mower
 & Saw Inc
204 East Division
Marine, IL 62061

McNabb Motorsports
211 S. Railroad
Mcnabb, IL 61335

McLeansboro Auto
505 W Market
McCleansboro, IL 62895

Okawville Equipment
405 Elm St.
Okawville, IL 62271

Performance Lawn
 & Power
1311 W Main
Teutopolis, IL 62467

Pillar Equipment, Inc.
2001 5Th Street Ste 40
Silvis, IL 61282

Ramsour Farm Supply
25518 St Rt 161
Centralia, IL 62801

Ruma Small Engine
36 St. Leos Rd
Ruma, IL 62278

Riedle, Inc.
17290 N. 1800Th St
Marshall, IL 62441

Rock Creek Repair
405 S Warsaw
Ursa, IL 62376

Scott Equipment
 and Repair
105 State Route 34 E
Biggsville, IL 61418

Small Engine Specialty
2372 Washington Road
Washington, IL 61571

Small Engine Specialty
224 West Truitt Ave
Chillicothe, IL 61523

Sparks And Sons, Inc.
5204 E 1050th Ave
Oblong, IL 62449

Sparta Equipment Sales
 & Service
906 North Market St.
Sparta, IL 62286-1046

Stanley Mower Repair
3593 N Meridian Rd
Olney, IL 62450

Up-N-Runnin’ LLC
1920 East Mound Road
Decatur, IL 62526

Walt Schmid Repair
 & Sales, Inc.
2324 Carol Street
Cahokia, IL 62206

For more information contact you local Husqvarna dealer or call 618-792-3971
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guarantee.* If you’re not completely satisfied with your Automower® purchase,  
return it for a full refund or store credit. Get more time to enjoy life with a perfectly  
cut lawn and a new Automower® robotic mower from Husqvarna. 

HUSQVARNA.COM/AUTOMOWER

ACHIEVE THE PERFECT LAWN WITH AUTOMOWER.®

Automower® 
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Automower® 
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Automower® 
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and the most advanced features, for a perfect cut on any type of lawn. As world leaders  
in robotic mowing, we proudly offer our 60-day Crown Commitment money-back 
guarantee.* If you’re not completely satisfied with your Automower® purchase,  
return it for a full refund or store credit. Get more time to enjoy life with a perfectly  
cut lawn and a new Automower® robotic mower from Husqvarna. 

HUSQVARNA.COM/AUTOMOWER

ACHIEVE THE PERFECT LAWN WITH AUTOMOWER.®

Automower® 
450X

Automower® 
430X

Automower® 
315X

Automower® 
315

Automower® 
310

Automower® Automower® 

*Crown Commitment program requires purchase upfront, with full refund available pending unit return. See Huqsvarna.com for complete details.

TRY  
BEFORE  
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TAKE BACK
YOUR WEEKENDS



Shelby Electric lends a hand to 
traveling Smithsonian exhibit
The Museum on Main Street exhibition from the 
Smithsonian Institution and Illinois Humanities 
was on display in Shelbyville. The traveling 
exhibit, “Crossroads: Change in Rural America,” 
visited six rural Illinois locations, and Lake 
Shelbyville was the third location. 

The Crossroads exhibit looks at the 
characteristics of rural America and how rural 
communities and rural Americans are changing 
for the future. 

A local companion exhibit, “Change through 
a Local Lens,” was created by the Shelby County 
Bicentennial Group in which Shelby Electric 
Cooperative played a part. The local exhibit fea-
tured several themes including changes in Shelby 
County industry, innovation, technology, trans-
portation, land-use, agriculture, etc. and included 
video highlights of changes in farming and spe-
cial activities for children. The local exhibit included a pictorial look at how cooperatives, such as Shelby Electric, brought electricity to 

rural farms and homes. 

Submit your nomination at www.icl.coop/moy 

Mother of the Year

Rules: � e contest is open to any mother served by an Illinois electric cooperative. No purchase is necessary. � e 
winner will be selected by committee and featured in the May edition of Illinois Country Living magazine. 
 All nomination letters submitted will be published on Illinois Country Living’s website at icl.coop.

While every mother is special, some are just extraordinary. If your mom or another woman in your 
community is deserving of this honor, nominate her.

 Tell us in 500 words about that special mom, what she does and why she deserves to win the title.
 Just go to our website at www.icl.coop/moy to � ll out an entry form and essay. You may also email 
or mail your nomination to the address below. Be sure to detail her name, address, electric cooperative 
name and your relationship to her.

Nancy Agney, 2017 recipient from 

Shelby Electric Cooperative.

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT: Entries must be submitted or postmarked by March 1, 2019
Colten Bradford, Illinois Country Living • P.O. Box 3787, Spring� eld, IL 62708-3787 • cbradford@aiec.coop

The Illinois Country Living Mother of 
the Year will win a $100 gift certifi cate 

and other prizes.
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FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

SUPER COUPON

20%
OFF

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was  
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be used with 
other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, 
floor jacks, safes, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trencher/backhoe, 
welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, 
Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on 
prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/1/19.

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 6/1/19 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 6/1/19.

LIMIT  6  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  8  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  7  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  7  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  6  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  9  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  6  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  8  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

* 34544482 *
 3 4 5 4 4 4 8 2 

* 34543918 *
 3 4 5 4 3 9 1 8 

* 34647752 *
 3 4 6 4 7 7 5 2 

* 34599378 *
 3 4 5 9 9 3 7 8 

* 34578153 *
 3 4 5 7 8 1 5 3 

* 34641069 *
 3 4 6 4 1 0 6 9 

* 34605227 *
 3 4 6 0 5 2 2 7 

* 34595758 *
 3 4 5 9 5 7 5 8 

* 34549840 *
 3 4 5 4 9 8 4 0 

* 34647261 *
 3 4 6 4 7 2 6 1 

* 34626945 *
 3 4 6 2 6 9 4 5 

* 34599140 *
 3 4 5 9 9 1 4 0 

* 34559458 *
 3 4 5 5 9 4 5 8 

* 34639312 *
 3 4 6 3 9 3 1 2 

* 34602105 *
 3 4 6 0 2 1 0 5 

* 34578550 *
 3 4 5 7 8 5 5 0 

* 34549405 *
 3 4 5 4 9 4 0 5 

* 34547468 *
 3 4 5 4 7 4 6 8 

WITH ANY PURCHASE

ITEM  47770/62583/62728 / 62570  shown

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER
SET 

COMPARE TO

$ 797 
 HUSKY 

MODEL:  20210003 

•  Magnetic Tips
• Ergonomic 

Handles 

ITEM  61160/61896/63456 / 46319  shown

$ 2699  2699

SAVE  
 69% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 2699

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 PNEUMATIC 
ADJUSTABLE
ROLLER SEAT 

COMPARE TO $ 6499 
 DURALAST MODEL:  TR6201C 

•  300 lb. capacity 

ITEM  69505/62418 / 66537  shown

$ 899 $$ 899SAVE  
 70% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 72" x 80"
MOVING

BLANKET 

COMPARE TO

$ 1999 
 BLUE HAWK 

MODEL:  77280 

Customer Rating

ITEM  64818 
 64096  shown 

$ 15999  15999
SAVE  
 $691 

SUPER COUPON

$
NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 0799  

 30", 4 DRAWER TECH CART 

COMPARE TO $ 79995 
 SNAP-ON MODEL:  KRBC10TBPC 

 Side tray sold 
separately. 

•  12,600 cu. in. of 
storage 

• 580 lb. capacity 
• Heavy duty gas 

struts hold lid open 
at 90 degrees 

ITEM 92486/39757/60496/62398/61897/ 38970  shown

$ 1599 $ 1599 SAVE 
 39% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 1599

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 1 99  

 30" x 18" HARDWOOD DOLLY 

COMPARE TO $ 1997 
 MILWAUKEE MODEL:  33700 

•  1000 lb. capacity 

ITEM  67514 

$ 2999 $ 2999SAVE 
 40% 

Customer Rating

$ 2999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 TWO-TIER EASY-STORE STEP 
LADDER 

COMPARE TO $ 3388 
 WERNER MODEL:  S322A-1 

•  225 lb. 
capacity 

ITEM  38846/69597/62392 / 61196  shown

$ 2399 $$ 2399

SAVE 
20%

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 2399

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 8 99  

 3 TON HEAVY DUTY
STEEL JACK STANDS 
•  Adjusts from 11-3/4" to 16-3/4" 

ITEM 
 63842 

$ 24999  24999

SAVE  
 $120 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 2499999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 229 99  

 4 CHANNEL WIRELESS 
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM 
WITH 2 CAMERAS 

COMPARE TO $ 34999 
 ALC MODEL:  ALC-AWS3266 

•  Night vision 

$ 59999  59999

SAVE 
 $2,069 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 59999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 529 99  

 8750 MAX. STARTING/
7000 RUNNING WATTS
13 HP (420 CC) GAS GENERATOR 

COMPARE TO

$ 2,599 
 HONDA 

MODEL:
EB6500X1AT

 Wheel kit and battery 
sold separately. 

•  GFCI  outlets 

ITEM  63086/68530 / 63085  shown
ITEM  68525/63088 / 63087 
CALIFORNIA ONLY

$ 999 $ 9$ 99
SAVE  
 73% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 699  

 80 PIECE
ROTARY
TOOL KIT 

ITEM  68986/63235/63292 / 97626  shown

COMPARE TO $ 2635  PROFESSIONAL 
WOODWORKER MODEL:  51832 

ITEM  61454/69091/62803/63635 / 67847  shown

$ 17499  17499SAVE  
 $79 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 1749999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 49 99  

 21 GALLON, 2.5 HP, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL OIL-LUBE

AIR COMPRESSOR 

COMPARE TO $ 229 
 HUSKY MODEL:  C201H 

• Air delivery:
5.8 CFM @ 40 PSI
4.7 CFM @ 90 PSI

ITEM  62891 

$ 14999  14999
SAVE  
 $469 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$
NOWNOWNOW

$ 129 99  

 1/2" COMPOSITE PRO EXTREME 
TORQUE AIR IMPACT WRENCH 

COMPARE TO $ 59995 
 SNAP-ON MODEL:  PT850 

•  Weighs 
4.4 lbs. 

ITEM 
 63806 

$ 20999  20999SAVE 
 $150 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 20999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 79 99  

COMPARE TO
$ 32999 Snap-on

BLUE-POINT MODEL:  EECR3A 

 OBD2 CODE READER WITH 
ABS/SRS/FIXASSIST® ZR13 

20"

ITEM 64264/64266/64879/64881
 61282/62326 / 61253  shown

$ 9799 $ 9799

SAVE 
 $70 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON STEEL 
HEAVY DUTY LOW PROFILE 
FLOOR JACK 
•  Weighs 73 lbs. 

$ 97

NOW

$

NOWNOW

$ 79 99  
COMPARE TO

$14999
 TEQ 

MODEL:  T830018Z 

ITEM 97581, 97582, 97583
37050, 37051, 37052, 64417, 64418,
61363, 68497, 61360, 61359, 68498, 68496 shown

$ 799 $$ 799

SAVE  59% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 99

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 POWDER-FREE
NITRILE GLOVES
PACK OF 100 

COMPARE TO

$ 1497 
 VENOM 

MODEL:  VEN4145 

•  5 mil 
thickness 

NOWNOWNOW

$129
99

SAVE 
$295

60" WOOD WORKBENCH

* GRIZZLY H7723 stated specs. 

BEATS GRIZZLY*

GRIZZLY
H7723

60" TABLE WIDTH 60"

4 DRAWER COUNT 2

YES HARDWOOD YES

YES WOOD BLOCK VISE YES

YES FELT LINED DRAWERS YES

PRICE $425$15999159159159159159159159999999999999999999999999999999999999

SUPER COUPON

ITEM 63395/93454
69054/62603 shown

Customer Rating

ITEM  63925/63358 / 63363  shown

$ 269 $ 2$ 69

SAVE 
 80% 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

$ 269

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 99  

12" x 12"  MICROFIBER 
CLEANING CLOTHS 

PACK OF 4 

COMPARE TO $ 10  PROELITE MODEL:  887400 

LIMIT  8  - Coupon valid through  6/1/19 *

* 34628115 *
 3 4 6 2 8 1 1 5 

ITEM  63167/63166 / 96645  shown

$ 1799 $ 1799SAVE  
 59% 

SUPER COUPON

$ 1799

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1299  

 18 PIECE SAE AND METRIC
T-HANDLE BALL END

HEX KEY SET 

COMPARE TO $ 3210 
 HUSKY MODEL:  HTHKSM14PCN 

Customer Rating

hft_illinoiscountryliving_0219_M-REG162857.indd   1 12/13/18   11:27 AM



A Very Special Valentine Show
FEBRUARY 

14
Enjoy dinner and a show to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day. Enjoy a special dinner with 
your sweetheart and let Johnathan Len set  

the mood with his repertoire of music that covers the 
50s and 60s, along with a bit of country and gospel.

Feb. 14, 2019, 6:30 dinner, 7:30 show
The Gathering Place Off Broadway, 290 S. Burns Ave., Sparta
Reservations required; VIP dinner show $40;  
 dinner show $35; show only $25
618-967-9926

LET’S GO!

Would you like to 
see your event in 

the magazine? 
Go to www.icl.coop/
datebook, click the 

green box “post your 
event” and fill out 
your information. 

Don’t forget to click 
submit. Datebook 
events are chosen 
from those on the 
website calendar.

Argenta IceFest
FEBRUARY 

9
Activities at this cool event include live 
demonstrations, interactive ice play, sponsored 
ice sculptures and lit ice sculptures at dusk. Live 

ice carvings at 1, 3 and 4:30 p.m. Be sure to dress warm so 
you don’t miss out on the ice slide. The fun includes a 
vendor fair, food vendors, wine tastings and a chili cookoff. 

Feb. 9, 2019, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Prairie Park, West Prairie St., Argenta
Free admission
217-454-5724 or www.argentafest.org/ice-fest/

Fulton Mason Eagle Day 2019
FEBRUARY 

2
Activities include live raptor programs, 
hands-on activities and crafts for kids,  
and bird watching in various locations  

in Lewistown and Havana. The event is free and  
for all ages.

Feb. 2, 2019, all day
Dickson Mounds Museum,   
 10956 N. Dickson Mounds Rd., Lewistown
Free admission
309-547-3721 or experienceemiquon.com

Maple Syrup Festival
FEBRUARY 

23-24
Two full days of family fun including maple syrup 
demonstrations, tree identification hikes, 
blacksmith and lumberjack demos, a portable 

climbing wall, live music, vendors and artisans and a  
pancake breakfast. 

Feb. 23-24, 2019, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Touch of Nature Environmental Center,  
 1206 Touch of Nature Rd., Makanda
Free entry but you must register for the pancake breakfast 
 served 9 a.m.-1 p.m. both days.
618-453-1121 or https://ton.siu.edu/events/maple-syrup-festival.php
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We aren’t in the electric business to make a pro� t. 
If that doesn’t sound corporate, it’s because we aren’t. 

We’re here to serve you in your community, our community, 
just as we have for more than 75 years.  

Now that’s  .  

Your co-op has a 



Seven low-cost energy tips for renters 
By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen

Dear Pat: It’s great to read about all 
the ways energy efficiency improve-
ments to the home can save money, 
but what about folks like me who are 
renting or don’t have a lot of money 
to spend? Are there things I can do to 
reduce my energy bills? –  C H E L S E A

D E A R  C H E L S E A :  T H AT ’ S  A N  excellent 
question. Not everyone can replace 
their furnace with an air-source heat 
pump, whether they’re renting, or 
their budget won’t allow it. Here are 
seven low-cost efficiency tips that 
can help you reduce your energy 
bills.

1. Mind the thermostat. You might 
be able to trim your energy bill 

by carefully man-
aging the tempera-
ture in your home. 
The Department 
of Energy sug-
gests setting your 
thermostat to 68 
degrees F on win-
ter days. If that’s 
too cool, try other 
ways to stay warm 
like layering with 
an extra sweater. 
You can save more 
energy by turning 
down the thermo-

stat even lower at night or when 
no one is home. 

2. Go programmable. If you don’t 
always remember to adjust your 
thermostat manually, you could 
benefit from a programmable 
model. In the right situation, set 
correctly, programmable thermo-
stats can save $150 a year. Some 
programmable thermostats can 
be managed from your smart 
phone or other devices. Before 
you purchase one, make sure 
your landlord approves. 

3. Try zone heating. If you don’t 
mind less-used rooms being 
colder, you might be able to save 
energy (and money!) by zone 
heating. Electric baseboards make 
it easy because they typically have 
thermostat settings on the units 
or in each room. Portable electric 
space heaters can also be a good 
tool for zone heating if they are 
used safely and wisely in the area 
you spend the most time. Keep 
in mind, if you’re using space 
heaters, you’ll need to reduce the 
heating you’re supplying to the 
rest of the home. Space heaters 
that are used incorrectly can be 
dangerous and increase energy 
costs. If your heating system 
needs to be replaced, you can talk 
to your landlord about installing 
a mini-split system, which is per-
fect for zone heating and cooling, 
and easier to install than a new 
duct and furnace system.

4. Stop air leaks. Small gaps around 
windows, doors, wiring and 
plumbing penetrations can be 
major sources of energy loss. This 
problem can be alleviated with a 
little weather stripping and caulk, 
but you should check with your 
landlord before you get started. 
Better yet, convince the landlord 
to do the work! A $10 door draft 
stopper (also known as a “door 
snake”) is a simple way to block 
gaps underneath exterior doors. 
Sealing air leaks around your 
home could shave up to one-fifth 
of your heating and cooling bills. 

5. Manage your windows and win-
dow coverings. Your windows 
may be letting heat out during 
the winter and letting heat in dur-
ing the summer. Window cover-
ings like medium or heavy-weight 
curtains and thermal blinds can 

help. On cold winter days, win-
dow coverings can keep warmth 
inside and improve comfort. 
Opening up window coverings 
when you’re receiving direct sun-
light is a ‘passive solar’ technique 
that can help cut your heating 
costs. You can also cover win-
dows with clear plastic to reduce 
heat loss and air leaks. 

6. Look for energy wasters. There 
are also small steps you can take 
every day to reduce your energy 
use. Water heaters should be kept 
at the warm setting (120°F). 
Wash dishes and clothes on 
the most economical settings 
that will do the job and always 
wash full loads. Use the micro-
wave instead of the oven when 
possible.

7.  Landlords (and others) can 
help. Hopefully these tips will 
help you reduce your energy bills 
and increase your comfort, but 
consider talking to your land-
lord about additional ways to 
save, like installing better insula-
tion, energy efficient windows or 
heating systems. Many landlords 
make these types of investments 
to add appeal to their rental prop-
erties, which ultimately improve 
the value of the property. A home 
energy audit is the best way to 
identify areas for energy effi-
ciency improvements. Your elec-
tric cooperative may offer energy 
audits or be able to recommend 
someone local. An audit would 
be a great way to start a conver-
sation with your landlord about 
potential improvements. 

For more information on low-cost 
energy-saving tips, please visit: www.
collaborativeefficiency.com/energytips.

 Setting your water heater 
to 120 degrees F will save 
energy and keep the water 
at a safe temperature. Photo 
Credit: Scott Akerman
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CALL TODAY & SAVE $1, 500

Enjoy Legendary

Jet Technology
Jacuzzi®

The NEW Gold Standard 
of Walk-In Bathtubs

1-888-382-8395Call:
or Visit: www.JacuzziWalkIn.com

Call now for limited-time savings on your new Walk-In Bathtub
and details on installation that takes as little as ONE DAY!

Ask About
Affordable
Financing

   

 LIMITED

             W

A R R A N TY
  

LIFETIME

Stay Safer & More Independent
with a Jacuzzi® Luxury Walk-In Bathtub

NEW! 

Epsom Salt 
Compatible
Now enjoy the 
relaxing health 

benefi ts of Epsom salt 
in your tub without 
the worry of rust or 

damage to your 
tub’s components.

Don’t let mobility concerns end your ability to enjoy 
a relaxing and therapeutic bathing experience

NEW! Epsom salt compatible with 
hydromassage relaxes the mind and body
NEW! A quieter and energy effi cient 
pump provides a more enjoyable 
bathing experience
NEW! Relaxing Bubble Foot Massage
NEW! Heated back and seat for more 
comfort and relief
PLUS! Installation in as little as 
one day available!

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

on your NEW Walk-In Tub
with ONE DAY installation

SAVE $1, 500

The safety features of the 
Jacuzzi® Walk-In Bathtub 
help with mobility in and 
out of the tub, and also 

help you feel more 
secure and independent 
when bathing at home.

The safety features of the 

Low Entry Step



Electric cooperatives and smart home technology
W H E N  N E W  T E C H N O L O G I E S  P R E S -

E N T  opportunities to improve the 
lives of consumer-members, elec-
tric cooperatives take notice. One 
area that has great promise is smart 

home technology. This subset of 
the Internet of Things (IoT) is 
comprised of an ever-expanding 
selection of innovative applications 
and opportunities for members to 
use internet-enabled appliances and 
devices that add comfort and con-
venience to their daily lives.

Forbes.com defines the smart 
home as “a house featuring ‘intel-
ligent’ technology that simplifies 
and automates everyday activities, 
such as turning on lights, locking 
the door, lowering shades––and 
yes, changing the settings on your 
thermostat. You can call any device 

‘smart’ that is capable of doing 
something autonomously.”

Aside from being trendy and 
making life easier, smart home 
technologies can help members 

reduce their energy consumption. 
A research project that measures 
the capabilities of a smart home, 
where the intelligent devices are 
fully-integrated, is currently being 
proposed by Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory (PNNL) in 
partnership with a group of elec-
tric cooperatives and the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA). If the pro-
posal is funded, electric co-ops will 
be at the forefront of exploring new 
ways to help their members save 
money, save energy and remain 
comfortable. 

This study is part of a larger grid 
modernization effort funded by the 
Department of Energy. In collabo-
ration with co-ops, PNNL is work-
ing to facilitate the connection of 
all smart devices through a single 
platform. For the greatest value 
to be realized, a home’s internet-
connected devices need to work 
together to achieve common goals.

In the future, a utility-connected 
smart home would determine 
when and where it will reduce 
energy consumption while maxi-
mizing comfort, convenience and 
monetary savings. The home would 
recognize when the family was out 
of the house and could save energy 
through adjusting the thermostat, 
water heater, lights and other appli-
ances. When the family returns, the 
home would recognize their arrival 
and adjust accordingly. The home 
would also recognize price signals 
from the utility and delay things 
like running the dishwasher to a 
time when prices are lower.  

Although smart home technolo-
gies are internet-enabled, they are 
typically restricted to only com-
municate with smart devices of 
the same brand or manufacturer. 
Part of the PNNL project looks 
to address this issue through inte-
gration of all smart technologies 
through a common platform.

The full value of smart homes 
has yet to be realized. Through col-
laboration with PNNL, electric 
cooperatives are working to bring 
the potential of smart homes to 
their members. 

As new and emerging technolo-
gies continue to reshape our energy 
future, electric co-ops will continue 
to take part in innovative research 
to make electricity more reliable, 
safe and affordable for their mem-
bers. 

Kaley Lockwood writes on 
consumer and cooperative 
affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the national trade 
association representing 
more than 900 local electric 
cooperatives. 

Electric co-ops could be at 
the forefront of exploring 
new ways to help their 
members save money, 
save energy and remain 
comfortable. 
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Price
�

Logo &
Address

�

Job
Code
�

Tracking
Code
�

Yellow
Snipe
�

Ship-
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9345 Milwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

PRIORITY RESERVATION                                           SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.  Please reserve the “Allis Chalmers Pride” Reversible 
Jacket for me as described in this announcement. I’ve indicated 
my size preference below.

Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $15.99 shipping and service 
(see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 2-4 weeks after the � rst payment  for shipment. 
All sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance.

With its rugged, reliable design, and affordability, Allis Chalmers brought mechanization into the hands of small farmers across the country. And 
its distinctive “Persian Orange” color boldly proclaimed its brand. Now celebrate a heritage of family farming with the "Allis Chalmers Pride" 
Reversible Jacket available exclusively from The Bradford Exchange. This custom designed jacket features a soft brushed fl eece in the famous Allis 
Chalmers orange with an appliqué patch of a classic Allis Chalmers tractor on the front. The back is plain orange fl eece. The jacket reverses to water-
resistant black nylon with a tractor patch on the front and, boldly across the back, appliquéd and embroidered patches of three vintage tractors and the 
Allis Chalmers name in full embroidery. Two front pockets (on both sides) and black knit cuffs and bottom band complete the look. Imported.
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www.bradfordexchange.com/allispride
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                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)
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City                                               State                  Zip

Email (optional)
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©2018  The Bradford Exchange  01-26570-001-BIBR

It’s 2 jackets in 1
A Bradford Exchange 
Custom-designed 
Exclusive

vintage 
Allis Chalmers

tractors 
in appliqué and 

embroidery 

Allis-Chalmers is a 
registered trademark of 
Archer Well Company Inc.

Allis Chalmers Pride
Reversible Jacket

Front 
Fleece 
side

Back
nylon side

A remarkable value... satisfaction guaranteed
Available in fi ve men's sizes, M-XXXL, this reversible jacket is a remarkable value at just $149.95*, payable in 4 easy installments 
of $37.49 each, and backed by our 30-day money-back guarantee. This is a limited-time offer, so don’t delay. To acquire yours, 
send no money now; just return the Priority Reservation today! 

Appliqued Allis Chalmers 
tractor adorns the front 

of both the nylon and the 
fl eece side.

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax.

❑ M(38-40) 01-26570-011   ❑ XL(46-48) 01-26570-013  
  ❑ L(42-44) 01-26570-012    ❑ XXL(50-52) 01-26570-014

                                                        ❑ XXXL(54-56) 01-26570-015
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Safely operating your portable generator
W H E N  YO U  H AV E  L O S T  power, a 
generator can provide the elec-
tricity you need to keep your 
home warm and power your 
appliances. However, if a genera-
tor is not used properly, it may 
present serious hazards. Safe 
Electricity provides tips on using 
a portable generator safely. 

A portable generator is usu-
ally gas powered and is movable. 
Before pu� ing it to use, read and 
follow all manufacturer instruc-
tions. Also, check the cords for 
damage and ensure that the 
device is able to handle the wa� -
age or amperage of the appliances 
that you plan to use. Your genera-

tor should have more 
output than the wa� -
age of the electron-
ics you will plug into 
it. Make sure there is 
nothing plugged into 
the generator when 
turning it on.

Perform regular 
maintenance on your 
generator. It is recom-
mended that a genera-
tor be operated once a 
month for 10 minutes 
to ensure it is running 
properly. 

Always make sure 
that the generator is 
grounded and used in 
a dry area. Use a gen-
erator only when nec-
essary during moist 
conditions. Protect 
the generator by oper-
ating it under an open, 
canopy-like structure 
and on a dry surface 
where water cannot 
form puddles or drain 
under it.  

Never connect 
your portable gen-
erator to the struc-
ture directly. � is can 
result in potentially 
deadly backfeed. 

Backfeed occurs when electricity 
gets fed back through the elec-
trical system and meter into the 
power lines creating a hazard to 
line workers and others who may 
be near downed lines. 

Remember to shut down your 
generator and give it time to cool 
before refueling. Always store 
your fuel away from the generator 
in an approved, non-glass safety 
container with a charged � re 
extinguisher nearby. Never oper-
ate your generator near � ame-
producing devices and be sure 
not to smoke nearby.  

Never use a portable genera-
tor indoors and remember that 
opening a window or door or 
turning on a fan will not pro-
duce enough fresh air to reduce 
the danger of carbon monoxide 
emissions. Never run the genera-
tor nearby windows or doors that 
can draw the carbon monoxide 
back indoors. It is a good idea to 
clear at least three to four feet on 
all sides of the generator to allow 
for ventilation. 

Install a ba� ery-operated car-
bon monoxide detector and test 
it o� en, but also know and be 
on the lookout for the signs of 
carbon monoxide inhalation.  
 Symptoms include dizziness, 
nausea, headaches, and lethargy. 
If you suspect that you or some-
one you are with is showing these 
symptoms, get some fresh air and 
seek medical a� ention.  

For more information on electri-
cal safety, visit SafeElectricity.org. 

Avoid hurting yourself and others – including 
lineman working to restore power. Understand 
how to use your generator safely!

Learn about preventing “backfeed” and more 
at: 

G E N E R AT O RSafety
Avoid hurting yourself and others – including 
lineman working to restore power. Understand 
how to use your generator safely!

Learn about preventing “backfeed” and more 
at: 

G E N E R AT O RSafety
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Maximum Profit

For Logged Farms

& Rec Properties

Illinois Loggers 

& Lic. Timber Buyers

Do You Have Money 
Sitting in Your Forest?

(309) 326-9711
Monday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM
2899 Bartruff Lane 
Pekin, IL 61554 
walnuttimberbuyer.com

Contact Us Today About Selling Your Timber! 
Farm & Recreational Properties Only

Only Carbondale.

Where else can you enjoy 
brunch at a local cafe & bakery,  take 
to the trails of a national forest for 
an afternoon hike, and top off the 
evening at a historic movie theater... 
all without traveling more than a few 
miles?

126 S Illinois Avenue
Carbondale, IL 62901

618-529-4451
carbondaletourism.org

ExploreExplore



Candice Hart is a Horticulture 
Educator with University of 
Illinois Extension serving 
DeWitt, Macon and Piatt 
 counties. She is also a 
Certified Floral Designer, 
Illinois Certified Professional 
Florist and is an award 
winning floral designer.

W I N T E R  CA N  B E  A  tough time for 
your houseplants. Changes in light, 
humidity and temperature can all 
take a toll on plants, but with the 
right location and care, the beauty 
of houseplants can last all winter 
and help get you through those 
long, cold months.
 One of the biggest challenges: 
plants receive less light during the 
winter months. It is a two-part 
challenge, actually; the days are 
shorter and often cloudy, and the 
houseplant’s location may not be as 
ideal as it was in other seasons.
 In the summer, gardeners know 
the sun is the strongest and hottest 
on the south side of our homes 
and the least on the north. During 
winter, that north-facing window 
may be too dark for even the most 
shade-tolerant of houseplants. 
Using the southern windows 
can be a good option for them 
during the winter months. With 

houseplants that are too big for the 
windowsill, remember that light 
levels drop further when placed 
away from any window. Plants will 
lean toward the window when not 
receiving adequate light.
 Watering is another task that 
can go wrong very quickly if not 
monitored closely. The growth of 
houseplants typically slows down 
or stalls completely during the 
winter months. Overwater just 
once and the soil may never dry 
out, causing root rot to set in. It is 
better to keep them on the dry side 
during winter months. 
 Soil mixes and the type of 
container can make a big difference, 
too. If you use the same soil media 
in all your plants, watering will 
become more consistent overall. 
Clay pots are much more forgiving 
as moisture not only drains out the 
bottom but through the sides as 
well. Plastic pots should have many 

drainage holes to compensate. 
The houseplant itself can add to 
the problem. Once the plant roots 
reach the bottom of the pot, they 
begin to circle and cut off the 
drainage holes.
 To make the best of available 
sunlight, leaves need to be 
clean. Outdoors that happens 
automatically. Indoors, dust and 
lint can build up. Rinsing the leaves 
off allows them to function better. 
Plants preferring higher humidity 
are often in the kitchen, yet 
cooking can add another layer to 
what is already on the leaf.
 Signs your houseplants are 
properly adjusting to reduced light 
levels include new leaves being a 
lighter green. Older leaves may 
hang down and look wilted but 
are not. Houseplants will need 
to balance their “leaf load” with 
available light, so leaf loss can  
be expected. 

Winter houseplant care
With a bit of TLC, 
the beauty of 
houseplants can 
last all winter.
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WE SELL LAND
OVER 320 CURRENT L IST INGS

• Over $155 Million in Illinois land sales the past two years • Over 23,000 Illinois acres sold in the past two
years • Over 290 Illinois transactions in the past two years

whitetailproperties.com
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC | dba Whitetail Properties | Nebraska & North Dakota DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties Real Estate LLC. | Lic. in IL, MO, IA, KS, KY, NE & OK - Dan Perez, Broker | Lic. in AR, CO, GA, MN, ND, TN, SD & WI - Jeff Evans, Broker | Lic in FL, OH, & PA  - 

Jefferson Kirk Gilbert, Broker | Lic. in NM & TX - Joey Bellington, Broker | Lic. in IN - John Boyken, Broker | Lic. in LA, MS, GA & AL - Sybil Stewart, Broker | Lic. in TN - Chris Wakefi eld, Broker | Lic. in TN - Bobby Powers, Broker | Lic. in AR - Johnny Ball, Broker | Lic. in SC - Rick Elliot, 
Broker | Lic. in NC - Rich Baugh, Broker | Lic. in MI - Edmund Joel Nogaski , Broker

ANDREW SCHULTZ
Agent, Land Specialist

(309) 825-9530
&
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Agent, Land Specialist
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TYLER SELLENS
Agent, Land Specialist
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(217) 440-0353
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Agent, Land Specialist
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JEFF HEIL
Agent, Land Specialist
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JUSTIN MASON
Agent, Land Specialist
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Agent, Land Specialist
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ED PRESLEY 
Agent, Land Specialist
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By Valerie Cheatham

B I L L  A R T H U R  A LWAYS  K N E W  there 
was a chance he had it. His father 
and two of his aunts did, and when 
Bill was  4 or  5, his father had a kid-
ney transplant. It wasn’t until the 
age of 30,  it was discovered he, like 
his father before, had polycystic kid-
ney disease (PKD). 

PKD is a genetic disease that 
causes clusters of cysts to develop 
within the kidneys, causing them to 
enlarge and lose function, leading to 
kidney failure.

A� er the diagnosis, Bill’s blood 
creatinine levels were followed 
to monitor his kidney function. 
He knew it was just a ma� er of 

time before he needed a kidney 
transplant. 

He was referred to Barnes 
Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, Mo.  
and Dr. Seth Goldberg. As the years 
passed, his kidney function con-
tinued to drop. Dr. Goldberg was 
closely monitoring it, because, if 
possible, he didn’t want Bill to have 
dialysis. � e outcome for transplant 
patients is be� er if they can avoid it. 

“Over the years, my kidney 
function just slowly got worse, and 
I was put on the transplant list in 
late 2015,” Bill says. “It usually takes 
two to � ve years to receive a match; 
it all depends on your blood type. 

� e more uncommon the type, the 
harder it is to match.”

Bill is a line foreman at Coles-
Moultrie Electric Cooperative in 
Ma� oon. A� er hearing his story, 
one of his co-workers o� ered to 
give him one of his kidneys and 
went through all the testing. “He 
was a perfect match,” Bill explains. 
“It was like we were blood relatives, 
that’s how good of a match it was. 
However, when being tested , it was 
discovered that he had polyps on 
his lungs, and the doctors wanted to 
monitor those for a year to be sure 
it wasn’t cancer. It would have been 
a year this past October. If it was all 

In honor of his donor and in lieu of a medical 
alert bracelet, which can’t be worn on the job 
for safety reasons, Bill Arthur had a tattoo 
put on his right forearm following his kidney 
transplant.
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good at that point, we would have 
done it.”

In the meantime, Bill contin-
ued to wait. He went through a full 
medical and psychological evalua-
tion at Barnes Hospital and learned 
about transplants. “My 
wife Tonja and I talked 
to the hospital’s � nan-
cial folks, and I met 
with a psychiatrist to 
talk about the process 
and how I was feeling 
about having a trans-
plant. We went to sev-
eral meetings and talked 
to some patients under-
going dialysis. We had 
to be prepared in case 
my kidney function got to the point 
where I needed dialysis while I 
waited,” he says.  

“Tonja and I weighed all of the 
options for how I would get dialy-
sis if needed and had a backup plan, 
just in case,” he says. “Our daughter 
was playing sports, and we traveled 
a lot to her games. I needed to be 
sure I could get it when I needed it. 
I also talked to Jim [Wallace], my 
boss at Coles-Moultrie, and with 
Kim [CEO Kim Le� wich], who 
told me to do what I needed to do. 
� ey were very supportive and will-
ing to be � exible about my work 
schedule.”

Bill recalls the occasion when 
he received his � rst long-awaited 
call from the transplant team. “I got 
a call that I was the backup recipi-
ent. � ey always have a backup in 
case the primary recipient arrives 
and has a fever or some other medi-
cal issue and can’t have the surgery. 
We sat there for three days and then 
were sent home,” he says with frus-
tration. � e wait continued. 

Meanwhile, his kidney function 
continued to deteriorate, and he 
was having a lot of pain in his legs. 

His 50th birthday will be forever 
in his mind. “At 9 a.m., the day a� er 
my 50th birthday, the transplant 
team at Barnes called and told me 

I was the primary recipient. � ey 
wanted us to come right down. 
Well, the night before was our o�  ce 
Christmas party, and a� erwards 
Tonja had thrown a surprise birth-
day party for me. When I arrived, 

people were buying me drinks. I’ve 
never been much of a drinker, but 
that night I had several. I was so 
sick when I got home! � at was the 
� rst thing that went through my 
head when I got the call – that I’d 
had the drinks and it would make 
me ineligible for the transplant. But 
I guess ge� ing sick rid my body of 
the alcohol because all of my tests 
came back � ne.”

Bill was too nervous, so Tonja 
drove the two hours to the hospi-
tal. From the minute they checked 
in at 1 p.m., the transplant team 
took over. “It’s a well-oiled machine 
down there,” Tonja says. “I’m sure 
it’s hectic, but you don’t see it.”

� ey started doing bloodwork 
and other tests as soon as they 
arrived, and he learned he was 
de� nitely receiving the kidney. “I’d 
always heard you had to get to the 
hospital as quickly as possible a� er 
being called for a transplant,” he 
explains. “But I later learned a kid-
ney can be hooked up to a machine 
to keep it operating. � ey need you 
there quickly for the testing to be 
sure you are a healthy candidate 
for the transplant. � ey want opti-
mal conditions to give you the best 
chance.”

� e operation only took 
around two hours, and the surgeon 

was pleased with the results. 
Surprisingly, in kidney transplants, 
the old kidneys aren’t usually 
removed. Instead, the new one is 
placed in the abdomen, where it 
is easier to connect to the blood 

vessels and bladder. 
It makes it easier to 
address any issues that 
might arise. 

Four days later they 
were back home. 

“Before leaving the 
hospital, the transplant 
coordinator told me, 
‘You are on the trans-
plant team now,’” Bill 
recalls. “And he wasn’t 
kidding! He said I had 

to do everything by the book. If 
I screwed up and didn’t take my 
medicines or stopped calling in my 
info, they would kick me o�  the 
team and � nd me a new doctor in 
another hospital somewhere. � ey 
wouldn’t take care of me any longer. 
� at’s how serious they are about 
it!”

He returned home with a drain-
age tube to help remove the extra 
� uid his body had been retaining. 
“I lost 30 pounds of � uid,” he says. Tonja and Bill Arthur

Approximately 4,700 people are on 
the waiting list in Illinois, and about 
300 hundred people die each year 
waiting for an organ transplant. 
One person can improve the 
quality of life for up to 25 people.
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“My kidneys just 
couldn’t process it.”

A month later, Bill 
was back in the hos-
pital. Due to his com-
promised immune 
system he picked up 
some kind of illness. He couldn’t 
stand up and was running a fever 
of 103. He was given intravenous 
antibiotics twice a day, in the morn-
ing and again in the evening. After a 
week, he was sent home and Tonja 
handled changing the IVs. 

Tonja says she was nervous 
about doing the job. “I don’t do 
well with blood. I was a bit worried, 
but I actually did well, and it didn’t 
bother me.”

Bill recalls only one time that 

was concerning. “My IV stand 
wasn’t very tall. I got up to use the 
bathroom, and it started back-feed-
ing blood back down the IV tube. 
That freaked out Tonja! I sat back 
down to see what would happen, 
and it all went back to normal,” he 
says matter-of-factly. 

Multiple medications are now a 
necessity of life. He has a large card 
that keeps track of them. When first 
released, he had blood drawn twice 
a week by a home nurse who also 
checked his vital signs. The blood 

was sent to St. Louis, and Bill 
would call the transplant team with 
his blood pressure, heart rate, tem-
perature and weight. Based on all of 
that, adjustments would be made 
to his medications. Bill currently 
takes nine pills in the morning and 
another three at night. All are anti-
rejection or anti-viral medications. 
Some he will take for the rest of 
his life. 

Tonja says that through it all, 
they just took one day at a time 
and lived life the best they could. 
“He could have been on dialysis, 
but he tried to take the best care of 
himself. You have to keep a posi-
tive attitude to deal with something 
like this.”

Bill’s donor was a young acci-
dent victim who died of head 
trauma. The young man donated 
everything he could, and it helped 
many people beyond Bill. Out 
of respect for the donor’s family, 
no contact was allowed for three 
months after the transplant. At 
that point, the kidney foundation 
allowed them to write a letter of 
appreciation, but they couldn’t give 
Bill’s name or where he lived. It is 
the donor family’s prerogative to 
write back. Bill and Tonja received 
a letter giving them a bit more 
information about the family and 
the young man. 

“We learned his family had no 
idea he had signed up to be an 
organ donor, until his death,” says 
Tonja. “They never knew, but they 
honored his wish. We wrote them 
but haven’t heard back. We’d like 
to meet them, but we left it up to 
them to decide if that happens. So, 
we wait.”

In September, in honor of the 
young man, and in lieu of a medi-
cal alert bracelet, which Bill can’t 
wear on the job for safety reasons, 
he had a tattoo put on his right 
forearm. It has the medical sign 
with the words, Kidney Recipient, 
12/17/17 and includes the young 
man’s name. 

Bill Arthur is a line foreman 
at Coles- Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative in Mattoon.
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Are you a registered donor?
T H E  YO U N G  M A N  W H O  donated Bill’s kidney was 
part of the Illinois Organ/Tissue Donor Registry. 
In Illinois, the Secretary of State’s office main-
tains the registry for those wishing to donate. By 
becoming part of the registry, the wish to be a 
donor will be honored after death. 

According to the Secretary of State’s office, 
beginning in January 2018, the program was 
expanded, allowing 16- and 17-year-olds to regis-
ter for the organ/tissue donor registry when they 
receive their driver’s license. Secretary of State 
Jesse White encourages donors to discuss their 
choice with their parents. 

“Our main priority is to save lives,” said 
White. “Thousands of Illinoisans are waiting for 
an organ. Those who are waiting are someone’s 
mother, father, son or daughter. This law is an 
important step in reducing the number of indi-
viduals on the waiting list.”

By joining the First Person Consent Organ/
Tissue Donor Registry, 16- and 17-year-olds are 
giving consent to donate their organs and tissue 
at the time of their death with only the single 
limitation that the procurement organizations 

(Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Network and 
Mid-America Transplant) must make a reason-
able effort to contact a parent or guardian to 
ensure they approve of the donation. The par-
ent or guardian will then have the opportunity 
to overturn the child’s decision. Once the 16- or 
17-year-old turns 18, that decision would be con-
sidered legally binding without limitation. 

“Approximately 4,700 people are on the wait-
ing list in Illinois, and about 300 hundred people 
die each year waiting for an organ transplant,” 
said White. “One person can improve the quality 
of life for up to 25 people. Currently, 6.5 million 
Illinoisans are registered with the state’s registry.”

To register with the Secretary of State’s Organ/
Tissue Donor Registry go to LifeGoesOn.com, call 
1-800-210-2106, or visit a local Driver Services 
facility. 

Jesse White, Illinois Secretary of State and 
head of the state’s Organ/Tissue Donor Registry, 
joined 432 living donors at The Bean in 
Millennium Park, Chicago, to help set a Guinness 
World Record for the largest group of living 
donors gathered together. Photo courtesy of 
Illinois Secretary of State  
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Againstallodds
By Jerry McDonald

A B O U T  F O U R  M I L E S  O U T S I D E  of 
Barry, on Pike County Highway 2, a 
small pavilion on several acres of tall 
grass do� ed with 14 markers indi-
cates the site of New Philadelphia, 
the � rst town in America founded 
by an African American.

New Philadelphia’s existence 
was brief, but it looms large in the 
history of Illinois and our nation. 
� at it ever existed is a testament to 
a man who embodied so much of 
that enterprising spirit we think of as 
American, even as his country denied 
him the full rewards of citizenship. 

Frank McWorter was born in 
1777 in what is now Union County, 
S.C. His mother was Juba, a West 
African slave belonging to George 
McWhorter, who is assumed to be 
Frank’s father. Li� le is known of 
Frank’s early years, but McWhorter 
had a small farming operation and 
owned a few slaves. 

In 1795, George McWhorter 
moved from South Carolina to 
Kentucky, taking 18-year-old Frank 
with him. In 1798, McWhorter 
acquired 170 acres in the newly 
formed Pulaski County. A year later 
Frank married; his bride, Lucy, 
was the slave of a neighbor. Slave 

marriages had no legal standing, but 
Frank and Lucy would eventually 
wed in 1835 as free citizens of 
Illinois. (When asked if he would 
live with, support and cherish his 
wife, Frank replied, “Why, God 
bless your soul, I’ve been doing that 
very thing for the past 40 years.”)

Slave owners in farming areas 
like Pulaski County realized addi-
tional capital by hiring their slaves 
out to other farmers. Enterprising 
slaves could hire out their own 
time, negotiating a yearly price with 
their master for a speci� ed amount 
of time and then hiring that time 
out to others. Any money earned 
above the obligation to their master 
was theirs. 

Frank was hired out in the com-
munity, and by 1810 he was hir-
ing out some of his own time and 
developing a saltpeter operation. 
About this time, McWhorter le�  
Pulaski County for Tennessee, leav-
ing Frank behind to manage his 
property and continue his own salt-
peter business, a clear indication he 
trusted Frank’s judgement as well as 
his integrity.

� e War of 1812 increased 
the demand for gunpowder; as 
a result, the price of saltpeter, a 
principal ingredient, soared, and 
Frank’s business thrived. In 1817, 
he purchased his wife’s freedom for 
$800, ensuring their future children 
(13 had already been born in 
slavery) would be free. 

George McWhorter died in 
1815. In September 1819, at age 
41, Frank bought his own freedom 
from McWhorter’s heirs. � e 
importance he a� ached to this 
is re� ected in the 1820 census, 

where he is listed as “Free Frank.” 
(He would not legally become 
Frank McWorter until 1837, when 
Illinois enacted the McWorter Law, 
designating him as such with legal 
rights, except the right to vote.)

Free Frank continued to live in 
Pulaski County and prosper. An 
1822 surveyor’s plat shows the 
purchase of 50 acres “in the County 
of Pulaski and on the headwaters 
of Fishing Creek.” By 1828, he held 
several hundred acres, but the rights 
of a free black in a slave state were 
not guaranteed. So, between 1828 
and 1830, Free Frank either traded 
for or bought (sources disagree) 
land in Pike County, Ill. Technically 
a free state, Illinois was still not free 
of racism, since many of its se� lers 
came from southern states, and the 
Illinois Black Code of 1829 actively 
discouraged blacks from se� ling 
in the state. 

In September 1830, Free Frank, 
his wife Lucy, and Frank Jr., whose 
freedom Frank had secured by 
trading his saltpeter operation, and 
three of their other children began 
the 500-mile journey north to west 
central Illinois. � ree others, Juba, 
Sally and Solomon, remained in 
slavery. In addition to the usual 
hazards of travel, including bad 
roads, disease, injury and robbery, 
free blacks had to guard against 
slave catchers, who could destroy 
their papers and sell them down 
the river to the co� on, rice or sugar 
plantations of the Deep South. 

Free Frank and his family 
reached Pike County in the late 
spring of 1831. By 1835, he was 
prosperous enough to return 
to Kentucky and purchase the 

The story of Free Frank McWorter, founder of New Philadelphia

Frank McWorter was born in 

of time and then hiring that time 
out to others. Any money earned 
above the obligation to their master 
was theirs. 

munity, and by 1810 he was hir-
ing out some of his own time and 
developing a saltpeter operation. 
About this time, McWhorter le�  
Pulaski County for Tennessee, leav-
ing Frank behind to manage his 
property and continue his own salt-
peter business, a clear indication he 
trusted Frank’s judgement as well as 
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freedom of his 20-year-old son, 
Solomon. Subsequent trips in 
1843 and 1850 bought freedom 
for daughters Sally and Juba. 
Later, in his will, he le�  funds to 
purchase freedom for many of his 
grandchildren. Free Frank would 
ultimately be responsible for the 
freedom of 16 family members at 
the cost of more than $500,000 in 
today’s dollars.

In the fall of 1836, he had 42 
acres adjacent to his original farm 
surveyed and pla� ed for the town 
of Philadelphia (also known as 
New Philadelphia). � e town 
� ourished in the period before 
the Civil War, a� racting both 
black and white residents and 
becoming a known “station” on 
the Underground Railroad. 

New Philadelphia was at its 
most prosperous and populous 
in 1854 when Free Frank passed 
away at the age of 77. Following 
the Civil War, the population 
decreased. New Philadelphia 
lost its town status in the 1880s 

Courtesy of Abraham Lincoln Presidential LibraryCourtesy of Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library

Courtesy of Abraham Lincoln Presidential LibraryLEARN MORE

Books & Publications
• Free Frank: A Black Pioneer on the 

Antebellum Frontier, Dr. Juliet E.K. Walker, 
University of Kentucky Press, 1983

• New Philadelphia, Gerald A. McWorter 
and Kate Williams-McWorter, Path Press 
Inc., 2018

• An Archaeology of Race in the Heartland, 
Paul A. Shackel, University of California 
Press, Berkeley, 2010

• � e Living Museum, Volume 71, Number 4, 
Fall 2011-Winter 2012, Illinois State 
Museum Publication

• � e Barry Public Library, Barry, Ill.

Websites
www.newphiladelphiail.org – � e o�  cial 
website for the New Philadelphia Association 
contains links to informative videos, a National 
Park virtual reality tour and lesson plan.

and reverted to farmland over 
subsequent decades.

Without the persistence 
and dedication of Free Frank’s 
descendants and local historians, 
New Philadelphia might have been 
lost to memory. Free Frank’s great-
granddaughter, � elma McWorter 
Wheaton, managed to save some 
of the family papers, and in 1981, 
another great-granddaughter, Helen 
McWorter Simpson, published a 
book on the family. In 1983, great-
great granddaughter Juliet Walker 
published a biography of Free 
Frank, and in 1990, she heightened 
awareness by walking his route from 
Pulaski County to New Philadelphia. 

In 1998, local citizens and 
several of Free Frank and Lucy’s 
descendants founded the New 
Philadelphia Association and began 
to seek more recognition. In 2005, 
based on archeological signi� cance, 
the site was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. In 
2009, it was designated a National 
Historic Landmark, and in 2013 it 

was included on the National Park 
Service National Underground 
Network to Freedom Program. It is 
currently under consideration for 
designation as a National Park.  

Although New Philadelphia 
faded away, it remains signi� cant 
as the � rst town in America 
founded by an African-American 
proprietor and as a community 
that practiced racial harmony 
at a time when subjugation and 
segregation were the rule. As for 
its remarkable founder, Free Frank 
McWorter, Marynel Corton, New 
Philadelphia Association board 
member, summed him up this way: 
“Frank is an example of freedom 
and American democracy at its 
� nest. He pulled himself out of 
slavery, became a productive citizen, 
established a community that was 
truly integrated and set an example 
for all of us today.” 
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Incredibly rare find is now available to the public for ONLY $59!

Own the “Gem of the Century”

For centuries, the “Big Four”—diamonds, rubies, emer-
alds and sapphires—ruled the gem world. When tanzanite 

debuted in 1967, it was a sensation. Unlike those other stones, 
which are mined all over the world, tanzanite can be found in 
only one place on Earth: in the remote Merelani Hills in the 
shadow of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Africa.

Gem of the century meets deal of the century. With its 
remarkable rarity and unique gemstone qualities, it’s no 
wonder that experts have dubbed it, “the gemstone of the 20th 
century.” In recent years, top-quality tanzanite gems have fetched 
higher prices at auction than rubies, emeralds or diamonds! But 
because we buy direct and use our own designers, we are able 
to offer you this rare beauty for  ONLY $59!

What makes tanzanite so irresistible to jewelers and gem 
experts? Part of its appeal is the beautiful violet blue color. 
Tanzanite is also trichroic—which means that three different 
colors are visible when the stone is viewed from different angles.

A gemstone found only one place on earth, means supply is 
extremely limited. Get your hands on the Karatu Tanzanite 
Ring before they’re gone!
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Experience the rare 
beauty of the Karatu Tanzanite Ring for one month. If you’re 
not completely awestruck, simply send it back within 30 days 
for a complete refund of the sale price. We want you to feel like 
you got the deal of the century!

Smart  Luxurie s—Surpri s ing  Pr ice s™

Huge Savings
Take 85% OFF  the 

Karatu Tanzanite Ring
when you use your offer code

Rating of A+

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. KTR425-02, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.comStauer®

Karatu Tanzanite Ring   $399*
   Offer Code Price Only $59 + S&P Save $340!
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.  

1-800-333-2045
Your Offer Code: KTR425-02 
Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 

* Special price only for customers using the 
offer code versus the price on Stauer.com 
without your offer code.

With over 4,000 sold, we currently have less than 
2,000 in stock!

Henry Platt, past president and chairman of Tiffany & 
Company, called Tanzanite “The most important 
gemstone discovery in over 2,000 years.”

“This ring is unbelievable. I’ve owned some spectacular 
high-dollar gemstones in my life and this ring will compete 
with any of them!” —Katharine, Shreveport, LA

1 1/5 carats of geniune tanzanite  •  Lab-created white DiamondAura accents  •  .925 sterling silver setting  •  Whole ring sizes 5–10



UPWalker is a new 
alternative to old 

fashion walkers that 
provides a healthier, 

safer and more dignifi ed 
walking experience. 

Walk upright comfortably 
with better posture, less 
pain and more security!

The Original Upright Posture Walker! 

Get Back on Your Feet and Regain Your
Independence with the UPWalker®

A Revolutionary Breakthrough in Mobility!
Promotes Better Posture
Feel Safer and Secure

Have Less Pain
Enjoy a More Active Lifestyle

 “The UPWalker is revolutionary. When you use it, you’re 
    able to walk upright with a more normal gait. It is incredibly
     stable and it makes the patient feel stable. A study conducted
    by a leading medical research center showed that walking 
  upright improved user posture and sense of security, increased 
endurance and reduced pain.”
 – Paul C. Murphy, MD, Murphy Sports Medicine Center of La Jolla 

Call:
or visit:

1-800-514-1062
www.UPWalkerO� er96.com

FREE
PERSONAL
BAG

FREE
BEVERAGE
HOLDER

FREE
BACK
REST

$42.00 Value Patented

Includes 3 FREE ACCESSORIES! Provides Benefi ts 
Not Available on 

Traditional Walkers

Try It Today with Our 30-Day Money Back Guarantee!

SPECIAL OFFER!

SAVE OVER $100
3 FREE Accessories - $42 Value!

Free Shipping

• Fully Assembled
• Safe & Easy to Use

• Comfortable Design
• 3 Size Options 
 for Best Fit
• Folds for Easy 
 Transport



Peach Barn Café  
By Karen Binder

O N E  O F  T H E  J E W E L S along the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail is Hedman 
Vineyard and Peach Barn Café in Alto Pass.

Visitors will � nd award-winning wines and delicious food created with 
a European touch, along with unique hospitality served with a deep respect 
for the relationship between the food, wine and the place where it’s created.

Some wine enthusiasts conclude this describes how the “terroir” (how 
a region’s climate, soils and terrain a� ect the taste of wine) in� uences the 
wine. But it’s much deeper than that.

What Anders and Gerd Hedman have built over almost 25 years of 
operating the winery and café is a celebration of wine and food. � e 
café menu treats the wine as food, not just as a drink to complement the 
Swedish and European menu options. 

Just ask any of the tasting room sta�  about the best wine/food pairings.

The café
Menu items re� ect the Hedmans’ homeland – Sweden – as well as 

which wines will pair best with each menu item. Besides the European � a-
vors, there’s � nesse and an a� ention to detail, beginning with quality local 
and seasonal ingredients.

For the upcoming Valentine Wine Dinner, the wine pairings call for 
the dry white Chardonel with a Caesar salad, dry white Villard Blanc with 
roasted red bell pepper soup with Gouda cheese, dry red Norton with port 
wine chicken and sweet red Chambourcin dessert wine with a chocolate 
cappuccino tart.

One of the café’s most popular dishes is the homemade Swedish meat-
balls served with a luscious lingonberry sauce. Gerd’s version is a world 
be� er than those found at another well-known Swedish institution, IKEA.

Another favorite is the Wiener Schnitzel, a pork cutlet pounded thin by 
hand. It’s then fried up crisp and served with sweet and sour cabbage and 
caraway potatoes.

When not made by Anders, the wild game sausages made from venison, 
wild boar, bison, pheasant and duck come from a carefully selected 

Venison, bison, wild boar, duck and pheasant sausages are 
highlighted with a special mustard.

Try the blue cheese on a ginger snap for a surprise pairing from 
this cheese platter.

Made-from-scratch Swedish meatballs with signature 
lingonberry sauce is a popular menu item.

Hedman Vineyard award-winning wines are made with European style by Anders Hedman.

Built originally as a fruit-sorting barn in 1945, the Peach Barn has been carefully remodeled to host 
a winery, tasting room and café serving lunch and dinner, as well as a cozy lodging suite.
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LET’S EAT!
Peach Barn Café
560 Chestnut St., Alto Pass
Phone: 618-893-4923
www.peachbarn.com

CAFÉ HOURS: 

November-April – 
noon to 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday;
noon to 4:30 p.m. Sunday. 
May-October – noon to 
4:30 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday; noon to 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday; noon 
to 4:30 p.m. Sunday.

purveyor. Dipped in Hedman’s signature 
mustard, none of the sausages have a gamey 
� avor. And just ask one of the tasting room 
servers for guidance on which wine pairs the 
best with the meats.

Even the cheese pla� er has a surprise 
pairing. Among the slices of smoked Gouda, 
Havarti and Asiago are blue cheese crumbles, 
its sharp � avor transformed and tamed when 
eaten on one of the imported Swedish Anna’s 
ginger snaps. (When the café is closed, the 
sausage pla� er and cheese pla� er are available 
in the tasting room.)

The winery
Anders’ wines are distinctive for a 

couple of reasons: his European methods and 
the locally-grown fruit (grapes and peaches).

Before opening as a commercial winery, 
Anders gained a reputation in Illinois wine 
circles for his version of Chambourcin, 
a French hybrid that thrives in southern 
Illinois and a common tasting room selection 
throughout Illinois.

His award-winning winemaking over the 
decades has expanded to include a Norton 
made with a European style, and a Tramine� e, 
a German Gewürztraminer type of wine from 
the Midwest. His Port-style wine is also made 
with the ubiquitous Chambourcin.

� e wine list is completed with other wines 
made from grapes that love the southern 
Illinois climate and soils, including Chardonel 
and Villard Blanc. � e wine list has something 
for everyone, from sweet to dry. 

Another hint of the Hedmans’ personal 
heritage is the winter o� ering of Swedish 
Glögg, a mulled, warm red wine with spice 
and dried fruit.

� ose looking for a fun twist will � nd a ver-
sion of sangria unlike those o� ered 
at other Shawnee Hills wineries. � eir peach 
sangria is based on their Tramine� e wine and 
includes fresh peaches, when in season.

� e medals and trophies behind the tasting 
bar are a testament to Anders’ talent. 

How did this couple end up building a 
winery and restaurant in Union County? Gerd is 
a physical therapist by training and spent a year 
studying in the region. � e couple fell in love 
with the area, and it shows in every taste of their 
food and wine. 

Delicate and delicious lobster bisque 
is shipped from Maine.

While you’re there …
Check out the Shawnee 
Hills Wine Trail at 
shawneewinetrail.com 
to learn about other 
southern Illinois wineries.
Additional tourism 
opportunities can 
be explored at 
southernmostillinois.com. 

Hedman Vineyard award-winning wines are made with European style by Anders Hedman.

Gently grilled salmon is served on 
a cedar plank with bacon-wrapped 
asparagus and mashed potatoes.
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WE NEED RECIPES! 
Upcoming monthly topics
Shrimp
Summer drinks
BBQ 
Sandwiches
Please email submissions to 
finestcooking@icl.coop or mail 
them to Finest Cooking c/o Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708. Please include 
your name, address, phone number 
(for questions), and the name of 
your electric cooperative. Recipes 
not included in the magazine 
can be found on our website at 
icl.coop/finestcooking.

Recipes prepared, tasted 
and photographed  
by lllinois Country 
Living staff. For more 
recipes and photos go to 
www.icl.coop. Questions? 
Email finestcooking@
aiec.coop.

Visit www.icl.coop to see 
more Illinois Country Living 
recipes.

Potatoes are 
the ultimate 
comfort food
A N Y  C O M F O R T  F O O D  D I N N E R , 

think fried chicken, pot roast or 
your favorite, just isn’t complete 
without potatoes. Whether they 
are mashed, baked, scalloped or 
prepared another way, potatoes  
are an American staple. While high 
in carbohydrates, they contain 
healthy amounts of fiber and are 
an excellent source of Vitamin C. 
Leave on the skin and you’ve  
added a good source of potassium. 
Readers submitted a variety of  
ways to use potatoes, and we hope 
you enjoy them. 

Grandma Cannon’s German Potato Salad
Submitted by Sarah Cannon, Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative
 4  strips bacon, chopped
 3  lg. potatoes, peeled and cubed
 2  hard-boiled eggs, sliced
 1/2 c.  onion, chopped
 1/3 c.  green pepper, chopped

Dressing:
 4 T. sugar
 4 T.  vinegar
 1 T.  canola oil or bacon grease

 1 T.  mustard (any flavor works)
 1 t.  Worcestershire sauce
 1/2 t.  salt
 1/8  to 1/4 t. pepper

Combine all dressing ingredients in a glass 2-cup measure. Heat in microwave for a minute or two to dissolve sugar. Stir. Fry 
bacon until crisp, remove from pan. Saute onion and pepper in bacon drippings. Boil potatoes for 10 minutes, just until done. 
Drain and return to pan. Combine potatoes, bacon and onion/pepper mixture. Pour on dressing, toss gently. Heat on low 5 minutes 
or until all ingredients are heated. Cover and keep warm until serving time. Just before serving, top with sliced eggs. Serves 4.

MEAT & TATER PIE

Meat & Tater Pie
Submitted by Michele Miller, Rock Energy Cooperative
 2 –  9-inch pie crusts
 1 lb.  lean hamburger
 1/2 c.  milk
 1  single pkg. dry onion soup mix
  Dash of pepper
  12 oz. frozen hash browns, thawed

Line a deep-dish pie pan with crust. Poke holes in crust 
with fork. In a medium bowl, combine hamburger, milk, 
onion soup mix and pepper. Lightly pack meat mixture 
into pie crust. Top with hash browns. Place top crust on 
pie and pinch to seal edges. Poke holes in top to release 
steam. Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour or until top crust 
is golden brown. Note: We like to eat this with ketchup for 
seasoning, but you could use steak sauce or sour cream.
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Hearty Potato Soup
Submitted by Connie Pease, 
Shelby Electric Cooperative
 1 –  32 oz. bag frozen hash browns
 1 –  32 oz. box chicken broth
 1 –  10 oz. can cream of chicken soup
 1 –  8 oz. pkg. cream cheese, softened
 1-1/2 c. shredded sharp cheddar cheese
 3/4 c.  crisp, crumbled bacon
 1/2 t. fresh rosemary, minced
  Salt and pepper, to taste

Combine all ingredients in a slow 
cooker. Cook on low for 6-8 hours. 
Serve with croutons or crackers.

Grandma Sue’s 
Cheese Potatoes
Submitted by Natalie Backstrom, 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative
 1  lg. bag frozen hash browns, thawed
 1 –  8 oz. cream cheese
 1 –  10 oz. can cream of celery soup
 1 c.  milk
 1  stick margarine
 1 –  8-12 oz. pkg. shredded cheese

Grease a 9x13” pan and spread out hash 
browns and set aside. In a small sauce-
pan, melt cream cheese, butter, soup 
and milk; pour over hash browns and 
top with cheese. Bake covered at 350 
degrees for 30-45 minutes. Remove cover 
and allow to brown for 10-15 minutes.  

Creamy Rosemary and 
Parmesan Potato Stacks
Submitted by Cheryl Gillespie, Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative
 1-1/2 c. heavy cream
 1 T.  fresh rosemary, minced
 2  garlic cloves, minced
 2 lbs. med. russet potatoes, peeled and sliced thin  

(recommend using a mandolin)
 1 t.  salt
  Pepper to taste
  Parmesan cheese, grated

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Spray a 12-cup muffin pan 
with non-stick cooking spray. In a small pan, whisk together 
cream, rosemary and garlic. Bring to a simmer and remove 
from heat. Toss the potato slices with salt and pepper and 
layer equally into the muffin tins. Spoon cream over each 
stack almost to the top. Sprinkle with parmesan cheese. Bake 
25-30 minutes until the potatoes are tender and browned on 
top. Remove from oven and let sit for 5 minutes. Run a knife 
around the edges to loosen up the stacks and remove to a 
serving platter. Note: These are good using Boursin or Alouette 
herb cheese also. Just add it to the cream to melt it. 

C
R

E
A

M
Y

 R
O

S
E

M
A

R
Y

 A
N

D
 P

A
R

M
E

S
A

N
 P

O
T

A
T

O
 S

T
A

C
K

S
GRANDMA SUE’S CHEESE POTATOES

HEARTY POTATO SOUP

Texas-style Turkey and Taters
 1  lb. ground turkey breast
 1  med. onion, finely chopped
 1  med. stalk celery, diced
 2  cloves garlic, minced
 1 c.  barbecue sauce
 1 –  4 oz. can chopped green chilies, drained
 4  hot baked potatoes

Cook turkey, onion, celery and garlic, stirring occasionally until 
turkey is done and vegetables are tender. Stir in barbecue 
sauce and chilies. Cook uncovered about 3 minutes, stirring 
frequently, until heated through. Spoon over baked potatoes. 
Optional: Can top with shredded cheese before serving. 

Rosemary Sweet Potato Fries
 2 medium sweet potatoes
 1 T. olive oil
 1/2 t. dried chopped rosemary
  Salt and pepper to taste

Set oven to 375 degrees. Wash sweet potatoes and cut 
into French fry shapes. Toss in bowl with olive oil, salt, 
pepper and rosemary. Place fries on nonstick baking sheet 
or parchment paper. Make sure fries don’t touch. Bake 20 
minutes, flip and bake another 20 minutes. Outside should 
be crispy but inside soft. Serve with ketchup or enjoy plain. 

 FEBRUARY 2019 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 33



For the love of fresh air
By Patty Gillespie 

I  A M  C R A Z Y  A B O U T   the outdoors. 
If there is a chore on the farm 
that requires being outside, I am 
Johnny-on-the-spot. I’ll gladly 
check the cows, mend the fence 
or hoe the garden.  
 During the hot, humid days 
near the Fourth of July when the 
sweet corn is ripe, I’ll eagerly find 
the plumpest ears for corn on the 
cob, gathering bucketsful to eat 
and give to neighbors. 
 When it’s time to rake hay, my 
husband says, “Take the cab trac-

tor.”  But I choose the old D17 
Allis Chalmers and go chugging 
along. With only my billed hat for 
shade, I savor the fresh scent of 
breeze-dried clover and the touch 
of sunshine on my suntanned 
arms.  Afterwards, I scramble into 
swimwear and take a plunge in 
the cool water of a nearby pond.
 And, on a bitter cold night, 
with a bright moon illuminat-
ing the way, I will trudge merrily 
to the barn to see if an expected 

baby calf has been born and 
needs to be warmed.  
 Be it work or play, give me the 
open sky. And, in my mind, no 
sky is better than the one over 
my home in Illinois. Here sun-
shine caresses, rain refreshes, wind 
exhilarates and hailstones massage 
(just kidding about that last one).  
 I must admit, there are certain 
aspects of the outdoors I regard 
with aversion, like chiggers! Still, 
the pull is so strong that most 
mornings I am dressed and out 

the door quickly, ready for the 
fresh air to touch my face. The 
best days start with zipping up a 
hooded sweatshirt and end with 
trying to remember where at 
noon I cast it off.  
 When I must be indoors, I 
long to be out.  I can hardly keep 
from flinging open the windows. 
Let the sunlight fade the rug. Let 
the gusting wind toss papers off 
the desk. Let the coyotes’ howls 
resonate in the room at night.

 A few years ago, a horrible 
winter snowstorm struck. The 
wind howled, temperatures plum-
meted, and snow drifted. My hus-
band, son, and I worked to herd 
an expecting mother cow into the 
barn. We knew that the forecasted 
nighttime low of 12 below zero 
could kill a newborn calf, even in 
the barn. 
 So, we took turns dragging our-
selves out of warm beds and into 
the bitter cold, just in case the 
baby calf might need to be brought 
into the house and warmed. 
We trudged, flashlights in hand, 
through the deep snow to the barn 
every two hours that night and 
again the next and the next.  
 The cow had still not calved. 
Finally, the weather improved 
to temperatures above zero and 
winds calmed, so we decided our 
nighttime vigil was no longer nec-
essary. “Finally. A good night’s 
sleep,” I thought.
 Crazy me, shortly before mid-
night I woke and decided to slip 
into my coveralls (or rather, layer 
on all the winterwear I own) and 
sneak out for a chance peek at 
the hoped-for newborn calf.  And 
there he was! Just fine! He was 
nursing with gusto; his mother 
busily licking him clean and dry.
 As I walked back toward the 
house, the bright first quarter 
moon, low in the western sky, 
illuminated my way and cast my 
shadow long upon the ground. 
Under that crisp, clear wintertime 
sky, a wild urge came over me.  I 
hopped and skipped, and so did 
my shadow.  I giggled and wig-
gled, and so did my shadow. 
 I sure am glad no one saw me! 
My love for the outdoors knows 
no bounds. 
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Shown much smaller 
than actual size of

18 inches high. 
Includes one standard 

CFL bulb for soft 
illumination.

YES.  Please reserve the Rise and Shine Accent 
Lamp for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order.      Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $18.99 shipping 
and service; see bradfordexchange.com. Limited-edition presentation restricted 
to 295 casting days. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  
Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                         Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                            

State                                         Zip

Email (optional)
 01-28062-001-E38591

9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

A sculptural marvel inspired by 
Dona Gelsinger’s charming rooster 
art, the limited-edition Rise and 
Shine Accent Lamp celebrates 
the sunshine and promise of each 
new day. Make it yours in four 
installments of $33.75 each, for a 
total of $135.00*, backed by our 
unconditional, 365-day guarantee. 
Send no money now. Return the 
Reservation Application today!

www.bradfordexchange.com/roosterlamp

*For information on sales tax you may owe to 
your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax

 1½
feet tall!

Rise and 
Shine
Accent Lamp

Country charm and cheer brighten every day!
Custom fabric 
shade captures 

the look of 
burlap and 

showcases vivid 
Dona Gelsinger 

rooster art 

Intricately 
detailed, 

hand-painted, 
sculptural 

rooster base is a 
360º wonder

Only from The Bradford 
Exchange — Order now.

Bradford Design 
Original! 

©Dona Gelsinger, 
Little Angel Publishing, Inc., 
White City, OR

YES.  Please reserve the 
Lamp for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order.      

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                         

Address

City                                            City                                            

State                                         ZipState                                         Zip

Email (optional)

9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 60714-

01_28062_001_BI.indd   1 9/28/17   12:54 PM



� � �
Connect with us

 

mother
nature

looks like

protect what matters

DIY KIT 30 x 36 

Starting at $8,559

Check out  our new 3D
designer on our website!

Visit WorldwideSteelBuildings.com for more information.Visit WorldwideSteelBuildings.com for more information.

$3,650only

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

Wanted: Standing timber. 
This cash crop needs 
 harvested like any other 
crop. Cash in while prices 
are good. Call 618-423-9285.

Standing Timber & Logs. Paying top prices. Select 
Cut. Located in Southern Illinois. 25+yrs experience.

Licensed • Insured • Bonded 
Call Mike Fults 618-534-5544

Leave message at:618-426-3065

Wanted To Buy

Fast-Growing Trees 

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY

For windbreak, screen 
and shade – some grow

up to 6 feet per year!

Call  260-749-0891
For FREE brochure 
or to place an order

12818 Edgerton Road New Haven, IN 46774 www.advancedtree.com

Illinois Feb_April_May_2019.qxp_Advanced Tree        

�

Chris Reynolds, Manager of Creative Services: 
217/241-7948

Lisa Cherry, Creative Services Assistant Manager: 
217/241-7953

�

energizedgraphics.com

WARNING
HIGH VOLTAGE 

INSIDE
For your Safety

KEEP OUT
UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC CABLES • BEFORE DIGGING NOTIFY
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOP. • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS 62837

TELEPHONE 618/842-2196 • 888/871-7695

0053-WWE-Warning.indd   1

8/16/17   8:50 AM

WARNING

For your Safety

UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC CABLES 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOP. • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS 62837

TELEPHONE 618/842-2196 • 888/871-7695
UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC CABLES • BEFORE DIGGING NOTIFY
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOP. • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS 62837

TELEPHONE 618/842-2196 • 888/871-7695

 BEFORE DIGGING NOTIFY
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOP. • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS 62837

TELEPHONE 618/842-2196 • 888/871-7695

Graphic Design & Web Design
Custom brands and

communication materials

• Brochures
• Logos
• Apparel
• Booklets
• Signs

• Websites
• Periodicals
• Business Cards
• Magnets
• Stickers
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Interstate Center
1106 Interstate Dr. • Bloomington

March 1st-2nd and 3rd

www.bnhomebuilders.com
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WINDMILL Service
Paul’s

• Old Fashioned, Pumping Type
• New & Reconditioned Windmills
• Complete Installation & Repair 

 Service
• Specialize in Large Mills to Fill Ponds

217-897-6699
millfi xr1@aol.com

www.paulswindmillservice.com

©2019 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Certain restrictions apply. Ref Code 607

800-447-7436 | MORTONBUILDINGS.COM

Your dream garage begins with limited-time savings when you 
commit during Building Value Days. Now through February 28.

A ride preserved for generations.
IN THE BUILDING made for generations.

Morton_ILCountryLiv_2.19.qxp_Layout 1  12/14/18  3:22 PM  Page 1

Call: 877-695-0245
Dryden-Kamis Insurance Agency

Christian owned and operated

Relax we’ve got your back.

ATTN: Seniors
HEALTH INSURANCE IS

COMPLICATED and CONFUSING

We sell for
Over 30 Supplement
companies

Five Medicare Advantage
companies

Eight Drug Plan Companies

We have answers
Supplements-Medicare
Advantage-Drug plans

Home health care- Dental
& Vision-Indemnity plans

To speak to a licensed health insurance agent who will 
help you select the plan for you based on your unique 

needs and situation with no obligation,

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256. 

Every issue of Illinois Country Living 
is delivered to the mailboxes of over 
189,000 homes, farms and businesses 
throughout Illinois. With a readership 
of over a million, no other publication 
— magazine or newspaper — even 
comes close to reaching so many 
potential customers for your product, 
service or destination. Find out how 
easy it is to advertise and to take 
advantage of Illinois’ Most Powerful 
Reach! 

Contact Us
info@icl.coop

Put your message
in over 189,000 

Illinois mailboxes
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SUBMIT A PHOTO

Online: icl.coop/snapshots 
Email: cbradford@aiec.coop 
Mail:  Illinois Country Living  

Attn: Colten Bradford 
PO Box 3787  
Springfield IL 62708 

Rules: Please include high-quality 
digital files or an original we can 
scan. When submitting, include 
details about the photo, artist’s name 
and the co-op name. If you would 
like us to return your work, include 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
We are not responsible for photos 
lost in the mail. We retain reprint and 
online rights.

Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full 
terms and conditions.

Mirror 
image
1. SUE WOODFIN

SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative 

2.  LAURA DULLE
Clinton County Electric 
Cooperative

3. BOB ESBENSEN 
Jo-Carroll Energy

4. CAROLYN POWERS
Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative

5. MARY JO ADAMS
Corn Belt Energy

6. JAY MCCLASKEY
Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative

UPCOMING THEMES
April – On the farm
May – Butterflies and flowers
June – Summer fun
July – Stars and stripes

1 2

3

4

65
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Bloomington, IL
Master Brothers
309-661-0400
Carbondale, IL
Jacobs Air  Conditioning 

&  Heating, Inc.
618-529-2989
Carlinville, IL
Gibbel Home Services
217-854-9454
Champaign, IL
Lanz Heating & Cooling
217-202-6858

Fairfi eld, IL
Hayes Plumbing and 

Heating
618-847-3121
Harrisburg, IL
Cannan Htg & Clg
618-273-4476
Jacksonville, IL
Little Heating & Air 

Conditioning
217-742-3332

Pana, IL
Holthaus Heating & 

Appliance
217-562-3631
Steeleville, IL
Williams Heating & A/C
618-965-2040
Taylorville, IL
Yard Heating & Cooling
217-824-4737

Toluca, IL
Energy Specialists Co.
800-782-7491

Warren, IL
B&R Plumbing
815-541-8031

Winchester, IL
Little Heating & Air 

Conditioning
217-742-3332

Visit at: climatemaster.com

Cut your energy bills. ClimateMaster geothermal sys-
tems tap the constant temperature of the earth to pro-
vide heating, cooling, and hot water. Your home stays 
comfortable year-round while trimming your energy 
use by up to 80%. And now with new federal tax cred-
its, you will save an additional 30% on the total instal-
lation. Best of all, ClimateMaster systems are not only 
a good investment, they are a cleaner choice for the 
environment. To learn more about how the geothermal 
technology leader can help you cut your energy bills, 
visit climatemaster.com or call 877-436-6263 today.

Cut your heating and cooling
costs up to 80%.



Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through 
non-af� liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, 

Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2018 GEICO

PUT TWO & TWO 
TOGETHER

and you could save
Have GEICO car insurance? Get home 

insurance through the GEICO Insurance 
Agency and you could get a 

Multi -Policy discount.




