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We’re thankful for your membership 
 “Feeling gratitude and not express-
ing it is like wrapping a present and 
not giving it.” In the spirit of this quote 
by author William Arthur Ward, I’d like 
to take this opportunity to express 
my gratitude for your 
membership in our 
electric cooperative. 
Because of your con-
nection to Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative, 
we can make our com-
munity a better place.
 We typically use 
this space to provide 
updates on cooperative projects and 
developments and report on the 
progress of ongoing initiatives. We 
share these updates so that all our 
consumer-members have a window 
into our progress and challenges. 
However, during this season of giving 
thanks, I think it’s equally important to 
let you and other consumer-members 
of Egyptian Electric Cooperative know 
just what an impact you have on 
our co-op and the greater commu-
nity, likely in ways you may not even 
realize.
 As part of the cooperative business 
model, one of our core principles 
is “Concern for Community.”  While 
our priority is always to provide safe, 
reliable and aff ordable energy, we 
view our role in the community as a 
catalyst for good.
 We are purposeful in partnering 
with local groups such as regional 
economic development organiza-
tions, civic groups, local schools, 
among others.
 We work closely with our local 
schools to provide an avenue for 
college scholarships and classroom 

grants for teacher’s classrooms. 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative also 
participates in an annual Youth Tour 
where we take a select few of our 
community’s students to Washington, 

D.C. for a week-long 
immersion to experi-
ence democracy in 
action. The trip is 
inspirational for many 
students, and we are 
both humbled and 
honored to be a part of 
this leadership devel-
opment journey. 

 Ultimately, the larger commu-
nity benefi ts from these programs 
because of you! You empower the 
co-op through your membership 
and through your participation in 
and support of these programs. 
48-30-6008 
 When you attend co-op events, 
alert us to problems, provide sug-
gestions online or to our employees, 
you help us improve operations and 
thereby better serve the larger co-op 
membership.
 Because we are locally governed by 
members of our community, we are 
able to get a fi rst-
hand perspective 
on community pri-
orities, thereby en-
abling us to make 
more informed 
decisions on long-
term investments, 
such as power 
production, high-
speed broadband, 
energy effi  ciency 
opportunities, 
solar programs, 

equipment and technology upgrades 
and electric vehicle programs.
 We are thankful that our co-op 
board members take time to at-
tend important training sessions, 
participate in planning meetings and 
keep abreast of industry trends. This 
investment in time results in better in-
formed advisors that serve the co-op’s 
interests in a way that our consumer-
members expect and deserve.
 On a more personal note, we appre-
ciate the countless acts of kindness 
our lineworkers receive when they 
are working in severe weather and 
dangerous conditions. Our employees 
are thankful for your patience and 
consideration when we are trying 
to restore power during challenging 
situations and prolonged periods.
 Egyptian Electric Cooperative was 
originally established 80 years ago to 
bring electricity to our area when no 
one else would. The cooperative is a 
refl ection of our local community and 
its evolving needs. Together, let’s con-
tinue making our corner of the world 
a better place. We can’t do it without 
you, and for that, we’re thankful for 
your membership.

Together, let’s continue 
making our corner of the 
world a better place. We 

can’t do it without you, and 
for that, we’re thankful for 

your membership.
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Board of Directors
Steve Prest, President

Paul Hicks, Vice-President
Paul Pyatt, Secretary-Treasurer

Randall Campbell
Larry Ebers
Allen Haake
Ken Jarrett

Gilbert Kroening
Kevin Liefer

1732 Finney Road
Murphysboro, IL 62966

Business hours/After hours
800-606-1505

24/7 Automated Pay-by-Phone
844-759-3977

Office hours 8 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. M-F
www.eeca.coop

Shane Hermetz
General Manager

Choose your payment option!
• At our office lobby, drive-thru, 

drop-box, or payment kiosk
• Mail to: 1732 Finney Road, 

Murphysboro, IL 62966
• Set up recurring bank draft or  

credit card payments
• Use SmartHub portal, online  

or mobile app
• By phone, using credit card or 

checking account
• Off-site kiosks located at 2301 N 

Reed Station Road in Carbondale 
and 1306 N Market Street in Sparta

Twelve 2019 IEC Memorial Scholarships available
 In 2019, Illinois 
electric coopera-
tives will award 11 
academic schol-
arships to high 
school seniors 
through a memo-
rial scholarship 
fund designed 
to financially 
assist students 
in the electric 
co-op family. An 
additional 12th 
scholarship will 
also be offered to 
facilitate costs in electric lineworker 
school.
 The 12 scholarships of $2,000 
each will be awarded through the 
Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program.

 z Six scholarships will be awarded 
to high school seniors who are 
sons or daughters of Illinois 
electric co-op members.

 z A seventh scholarship, the Earl 
W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, 
will be awarded to a student 
who is the son or daughter of an 
Illinois electric co-op employee or 
director.

 z Four additional scholarships are 
reserved for students enrolling 
full-time at a two-year Illinois 
community college who are sons 
or daughters of Illinois electric 
cooperative members, employees 
or directors.

 z The 12th scholarship, the “LaVern 
and Nola McEntire Lineworker’s 
Scholarship,” is a $2,000 scholar-
ship that will help pay for costs 
to attend the lineworker’s school 
conducted by the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives in 
conjunction with Lincoln Land 
Community College. Sons and 
daughters of co-op members; 
relatives of co-op employees 

or directors; is 
enrolled in the 
Lincoln Land 
Lineworker’s 
school; or indi-
viduals who have 
served or are serv-
ing in the armed 
forces or National 
Guard are eligible 
to apply.
     “We hope to 
assist electric 
cooperative youth 
while honoring 
past rural electric 

leaders with these scholarships,” says 
Egyptian Electric General Manager 
Shane Hermetz. “Illinois electric 
co-ops always seek ways to make a 
difference in our communities. One 
of the best ways we can do that is by 
helping our youth through programs 
like this.” 49-23-0047
 Kara Bunselmeyer of Trico High 
School was one of last year's 
recipients.
 For more information, visit our 
website eeca.coop. Information has 
also been shared with area high 
school guidance counselors.

Our office will be closed 
Monday, November 12 in 

observance of 
Veterans Day.
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Hurricane Florence response
 One of the seven guiding principles 
of cooperatives is Cooperation Among 
Cooperatives and is clearly exhibited 
when another cooperative needs help. 
Hurricane Florence presented that situ-
ation. Electric co-ops from more than 
a dozen states, including those from 
parts of North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Georgia that originally kept their 
crews available for local response, be-
came involved in the power restoration 
where they were needed. Preceding 
Florence, the most recent deployment 
of Illinois crews was in 2017 following 
Hurricane Irma, almost exactly one year 
prior.
 Linemen from 19 Illinois 
cooperatives answered the 
call for help from North 
Carolina and Virginia. The 
Illinois crews departed at 8 
a.m. on Thursday morn-
ing Sept. 11th to travel 
to their assigned staging 
area to await instructions. 
Six of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative’s linemen 
were dispatched to as-
sist South River Electric 
Membership Corporation 
(EMC) in Dunn, N.C. South 
River EMC has 43,000 members, and 
that Friday night, 26,000 of them were 
out of power.
 Crews had to wait until the winds 
were below 30 MPH before they could 
complete any bucket work. Once condi-
tions were safe to do so, they began 
working power restoration efforts. By 
Saturday, outages had reached 30,700, 
and North Carolina had 230,000 coop-
erative members out of power. After 
days of work, our crews were released 
on Thursday, Sept. 20 and returned to 
work the following day. 
 “In the electric co-op world, team-
work means linemen and crews rally 
to support those without power,” said 
Kristie Aldridge, director of commu-
nications for North Carolina’s Electric 
Cooperatives. “Hundreds of crews, 

some from as far away as 
Alabama, Florida, Indiana and 
Minnesota, were assisting our 
North Carolina co-ops to form 
teams that would not stop 
until every light was on.”
 At the Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative September board 
meeting, a Resolution of 
Appreciation was motioned 
and passed to express their 
appreciation for a job well 
done. The Resolution recog-
nizes their talent, skills, leader-
ship as an example to others 
and their continued success to 
the cooperative. The board of 
directors continued to extend 
their best wishes for their 
future with our organization.
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Energy E�  ciency 
Tip of the Month

Cooler temps are just around the 
corner! Is your home’s heating 
system ready? Remember to 
replace furnace fi lters once a 
month or as recommended. If you 
heat your home with warm-air 
registers, baseboard heaters or 
radiators, remember to clean them 
regularly to increase e�  ciency. 
Source: energy.gov

MEMBER
PRIZES

Every month we will have three map location numbers hidden throughout our 

Egyptian Electric News section. If you fi nd your location number, that corre-

sponds to the one on your bill, call our offi  ce and identify yourself and the 

 page that it is on and you will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill.

Classroom Grant Program
 Egyptian Electric Cooperative is still accepting Touchstone 
Energy Classroom Empowerment Grants for our local schools. 
Eight $500 Classroom Empowerment Grants will be off ered and 
awarded to public and private K-12 schools, that serve children 
of Egyptian Electric members, to help them with projects that 
will improve educational opportunities for students.  
 Teachers and administrators may apply, as the facility itself 
need not receive electricity from Egyptian Electric, the school 
must serve families within our footprint in southern Illinois. The 
grant application and information can be found online at 
www.eeca.coop. 12-33-0008
 An impartial panel of judges will review the grant applications 
based on the projects that best serve the purpose of improv-
ing the learning environment and/or increasing educational 
resources for the school. Past applicants and recipients may 
apply.

We will be closed
� anksgiving � ursday, 

November 22nd and 
Friday, November 23rd

Applications are due November 2. To learn more visit: https://bit.ly/2xt48Al.


