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Corn Belt Energy linemen showcase their line work skills 
and commitment to safety
The 21st annual Lineman’s Safety 
Rodeo sponsored by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
was held on Friday, September 28, 
2018, on the Chuck West Lineman 
Training Grounds at Lincoln Land 
Community College in Springfield. 
The opening ceremony begins with 
the national anthem as line worker 
students place the American flag at 
the top of a pole. Rodeo instructions 
are then provided to the teams and 
the competition begins.

Each year at the rodeo, teams 
of linemen from Illinois electric 
cooperatives participate in 
competitive events using skills that 
focus on agility, speed and accuracy. 
While these skills are part of the 
judging, above all the linemen are 
judged on safe work practices. This 
year 13 teams participated in the 
competition. The rodeo gives linemen 
the opportunity to showcase their 
skills in front of families, friends and 
fellow linemen. 

Line personnel competed in five 
team events and three individual 
events. Team events included Hurt 
Man Rescue, Egg Climb (linemen 
climb a 30-foot pole with a raw egg 
in their mouth), H-Structure, Neutral 
Down, and a Digger Derrick Obstacle 
Course Mystery Event. Individual 
linemen and apprentices competed 
in the Egg Climb, Hurt Man Rescue 
and H-Structure. Scores for each 

event use a 100-point scale and are 
based upon completion time and 
proper execution of the task including 
safe work practices. Deductions 

are made to a team or individual’s 
overall performance score due to 
such things as slipping when climbing 
poles, dropping tools or executing 
>> Conti nued on page 20B.
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inappropriate procedures or methods.  

Participating in this competition 
allows Corn Belt Energy’s linemen to 
demonstrate the skills and expertise 
required to keep our lights on while 
ensuring they return home safely 
after a long day or night of work. 

Once the competition is completed, 
an awards ceremony is held. Corn Belt 
Energy’s team consisting of John Lee,  
Mitch Behrends, and Jack Ross won 
1st runner-up overall as well as placed 
1st in the H-Structure, 3rd in the Egg 
Climb and 2nd place in the Neutral 
Down team competitions. 

Corn Belt Energy’s team consisting 
of Aaron Runyon, Grant Cooper and 
Austin Schindel received 1st place in 
the Egg Climb team competition and 
2nd place in the Hurt Man Rescue. 

In addition, the following individual 
awards were won by Corn Belt 
Energy employees: Grant Cooper 

received 1st place in both the 
Hurt Man Rescue and Egg Climb 
individual apprentice competitions; 
Mitch Behrends received 1st 
runner-up overall, 3rd place in 
the Egg Climb and 2nd place in 
the H-Structure for individual 
apprentice competitions; Jack Ross 
received 2nd place in the Egg Climb 
individual apprentice competition; 
Austin Schindel received 1st place 
on the H-Structure for individual 
apprentices; and John Lee received 
3rd place in the Egg Climb for the 
individual lineman competition. 

Competing in the rodeo allows our 
linemen to continue to demonstrate 
their knowledge, athleticism and 
commitment to safety. Corn Belt 
Energy congratulates both of our 
teams on an excellent rodeo!

Corn Belt Energy linemen showcase their line 
work skills and commitment to safety

Whether you are in the process 
of new construction, updating 
HVAC systems or just looking into 
geothermal as a heating and cooling 
alternative, Corn Belt Energy's 
GeoCents program makes geothermal 
more affordable for our members. 

As a part of this program, Corn 
Belt Energy will pay to have the 
geothermal loops (the outside 
loops that go into a member’s yard) 
installed at a member's home. In turn 
the member will pay a monthly fee to 
be able to utilize the loops.

Participating members will receive:

• $1100/vertical ton & the member
will pay $7/ton/month on their
electric bill

• $900/horizontal ton & the
member will pay $6/ton/month
on their electric bill

• Corn Belt Energy also has a $1500
rebate for the installation of a
geothermal that utilizes electric
as the backup

Corn Belt Energy helps to make 
geothermal more affordable for 
members with GeoCents

Corn Belt Energy will do an initial 
face-to-face meeting explaining all of 
the program details and a review of 
the interested participant’s current 
heating and cooling system. All 
participants must utilize a certified 
HVAC contractor and geothermal 
looper for installation. Both new 
construction or retrofits qualify for 
the program.

Corn Belt Energy is focused on serving 
our members while promoting overall 
energy efficiency and environmental 
stewardship. The GeoCents program 
is an example of this focus. 

For additional information about the 
Corn Belt Energy GeoCents program 
or for the most up-to-date GeoCents 
certified HVAC and looper contractor 
list, please contact Jeremy Myers at 
jeremy.myers@cornbeltenergy.com or 
by phone at 800-879-0339 x221.

CONTRACTOR REQUIREMENTS
• Certification of general liability insurance

for $1,000,000
• Proof of manufacturer training
• International Ground Source Heat

Pump Association (IGSHPA) certification
of a minimum of one company
representative

• Active membership in the Geothermal 
Alliance of Illinois (GAOI)

GEOCENTS CERTIFIED CONTRACTORS*
• AAA Northgate Inc.
• Bratcher Heating and Air Conditioning
• C&E Heating & Air Conditioning
• Dougs Heating & Air Conditioning
• Durbin Geothermal
• Garber Heating & Air Conditioning
• Grassers Plumbing & Heating Inc.
• Hardesty Heating & Cooling, Inc.
• Hinrichsen Heating & Air Conditioning
• Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
• J&R Herra Geothermal
• Kickapoo Drilling Company
• Popejoy, Inc.
• PROAir HVAC/Electrical
• The Hole Deal
• Town & Country Services
• Tri-County Irrigation & Plumbing, LLC
• Wirth Mechanical

* Please note: the GeoCents certified contractor list is always
being updated. Contact us for the most updated list.

>> Continued from page 20A.

20b      ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  WWW.ICL.COOP 



inappropriate procedures or methods.  

Participating in this competition 
allows Corn Belt Energy’s linemen to 
demonstrate the skills and expertise 
required to keep our lights on while 
ensuring they return home safely 
after a long day or night of work. 

Once the competition is completed, 
an awards ceremony is held. Corn Belt 
Energy’s team consisting of John Lee,  
Mitch Behrends, and Jack Ross won 
1st runner-up overall as well as placed 
1st in the H-Structure, 3rd in the Egg 
Climb and 2nd place in the Neutral 
Down team competitions. 

Corn Belt Energy’s team consisting 
of Aaron Runyon, Grant Cooper and 
Austin Schindel received 1st place in 
the Egg Climb team competition and 
2nd place in the Hurt Man Rescue. 

In addition, the following individual 
awards were won by Corn Belt 
Energy employees: Grant Cooper 

received 1st place in both the 
Hurt Man Rescue and Egg Climb 
individual apprentice competitions; 
Mitch Behrends received 1st 
runner-up overall, 3rd place in 
the Egg Climb and 2nd place in 
the H-Structure for individual 
apprentice competitions; Jack Ross 
received 2nd place in the Egg Climb 
individual apprentice competition; 
Austin Schindel received 1st place 
on the H-Structure for individual 
apprentices; and John Lee received 
3rd place in the Egg Climb for the 
individual lineman competition. 

Competing in the rodeo allows our 
linemen to continue to demonstrate 
their knowledge, athleticism and 
commitment to safety. Corn Belt 
Energy congratulates both of our 
teams on an excellent rodeo!

Corn Belt Energy linemen showcase their line 
work skills and commitment to safety

Whether you are in the process 
of new construction, updating 
HVAC systems or just looking into 
geothermal as a heating and cooling 
alternative, Corn Belt Energy's 
GeoCents program makes geothermal 
more affordable for our members. 

As a part of this program, Corn 
Belt Energy will pay to have the 
geothermal loops (the outside 
loops that go into a member’s yard) 
installed at a member's home. In turn 
the member will pay a monthly fee to 
be able to utilize the loops.

Participating members will receive:

• $1100/vertical ton & the member
will pay $7/ton/month on their
electric bill

• $900/horizontal ton & the
member will pay $6/ton/month
on their electric bill

• Corn Belt Energy also has a $1500
rebate for the installation of a
geothermal that utilizes electric
as the backup

Corn Belt Energy helps to make 
geothermal more affordable for 
members with GeoCents

Corn Belt Energy will do an initial 
face-to-face meeting explaining all of 
the program details and a review of 
the interested participant’s current 
heating and cooling system. All 
participants must utilize a certified 
HVAC contractor and geothermal 
looper for installation. Both new 
construction or retrofits qualify for 
the program.

Corn Belt Energy is focused on serving 
our members while promoting overall 
energy efficiency and environmental 
stewardship. The GeoCents program 
is an example of this focus. 

For additional information about the 
Corn Belt Energy GeoCents program 
or for the most up-to-date GeoCents 
certified HVAC and looper contractor 
list, please contact Jeremy Myers at 
jeremy.myers@cornbeltenergy.com or 
by phone at 800-879-0339 x221.

CONTRACTOR REQUIREMENTS
• Certification of general liability insurance

for $1,000,000
• Proof of manufacturer training
• International Ground Source Heat

Pump Association (IGSHPA) certification
of a minimum of one company
representative

• Active membership in the Geothermal 
Alliance of Illinois (GAOI)

GEOCENTS CERTIFIED CONTRACTORS*
• AAA Northgate Inc.
• Bratcher Heating and Air Conditioning
• C&E Heating & Air Conditioning
• Dougs Heating & Air Conditioning
• Durbin Geothermal
• Garber Heating & Air Conditioning
• Grassers Plumbing & Heating Inc.
• Hardesty Heating & Cooling, Inc.
• Hinrichsen Heating & Air Conditioning
• Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
• J&R Herra Geothermal
• Kickapoo Drilling Company
• Popejoy, Inc.
• PROAir HVAC/Electrical
• The Hole Deal
• Town & Country Services
• Tri-County Irrigation & Plumbing, LLC
• Wirth Mechanical

* Please note: the GeoCents certified contractor list is always
being updated. Contact us for the most updated list.

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  NOVEMBER 2018     20c



CONTACT US
1-800-879-0339  |  cbec@cornbeltenergy.com  |  www.cornbeltenergy.com  |

1 Energy Way, Bloomington IL  61705  |  Office hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM

Energy savings in the kitchen
For many of us, the best holidays 
involve home-cooked meals and 
wonderful aromas of turkey, stuffing 
and baked goods wafting throughout 
the house. It means a busy kitchen 
and a bustling house full of family 
and friends. If this rings true for you, 
despite the increased kitchen activity, 
you still have an opportunity to save 
energy during the holidays.

In addition to being the “heart of 
your home,” your kitchen could 
pump savings back into your wallet.  
According to the Department of 
Energy, cooking accounts for 4.5 
percent of total energy use in U.S. 
homes. This number, combined 
with the energy use associated with 
refrigeration, dishwashing and hot 
water heating means that as much 
as 15 percent of the energy in the 
average American home is used in 
the kitchen. So, saving energy here 
can have a significant impact on your 
household budget.

Small appliances equal energy savings
When preparing side dishes, baked 
goods, soups and such, consider using 
small appliances like a crock pot, 
toaster oven, microwave or warming 
plate instead of your conventional 

oven or stovetop. These small 
appliances are a smart, energy-saving 
alternative, typically using about half 
the energy of a stove.   

Keep the oven door closed 
Opening the oven door can lower 
the temperature by as much as 25 
degrees and causes your stove to 
work harder (consuming more energy) 
to return to the desired cooking 
temperature. If your recipe calls for 
baking the dish more than an hour, it 
is not necessary to preheat the oven.  
If your oven is electric, you can likely 
turn the oven off for the last five to 
ten minutes of cooking and allow the 
residual heat to complete the job. 
Clean burners and reflectors increase 
efficiency and offer better heating, so 
don’t neglect this small but important 
task. 

Just as keeping the oven door 
closed seals in efficiency and 
enables the stove to operate more 
economically, the same rules apply 
to the refrigerator and freezer.
Keep the doors closed as much as 
possible so cold air doesn't escape. 
However, leaving the door open for a 
longer period of time while you load 
groceries or remove items you need 

is more efficient than opening and 
closing it several times. 

If you are entertaining a large group, 
you may be able to give your furnace 
a brief holiday. When your oven is 
working hard and you have a house 
full of guests, the heat from the stove 
and the guests will keep your house 
comfortable, enabling you to turn 
down the thermostat. 

Clean up with energy savings
When it’s time to clean up, extend 
fellowship to the kitchen, and wash 
and dry dirty dishes by hand. This 
uses less energy than a dishwasher. 
However, don’t leave the water 
running continuously, or you will 
waste energy. If you do use the 
dishwasher and rinse dishes before 
loading them, use cold water. Run the 
dishwasher with full loads only, and if 
possible, use the energy-saving cycle. 
Note that dishwashers that have 
overnight or air power dry settings 
can save up to 10 percent of your 
dishwashing energy costs. 

By adapting these efficient practices 
in your kitchen, energy savings will be 
one more thing to be thankful for this 
holiday season. 
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