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Specialized equipment 
One of the costs of keeping the lights on

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

maintains quite a fl eet of 
specialized equipment to 
assure the reliability of 
your electric service. Th e 
fl eet has changed drasti-
cally since the inception 
of the cooperative in the 
late 30s. Poles were set, 
and wire was strung by 
hand. Almost everything 
was performed manu-
ally. A very time-consuming process, 
by the same token, some outages 
were reported by post card. Th ere 
is a report of a member sending in 
a post card reporting a 
power outage that says, 
“Next time you are in the 
area, please get my lights 
back on.” A lot of things 
have changed since then. 
To meet the demands of 
today’s electricity depen-
dent lifestyle, SIEC has 
acquired quite the diverse 
fl eet of line construction 
equipment. Th e equip-
ment ranges from the basic pickup 
truck to an all-terrain track-machine 
capable of setting a pole in the worst 
of conditions.

Glenna Miller

 While doing a little offi  ce clean-
ing recently, I ran across an invoice 
for a “Digger Truck” purchased in 
the late 70s. Th is is the truck the 
lineman uses to dig the hole and set 
the pole. Th e purchase price of the 
complete unit was almost $30,000. 

Now fast forward to 
2018, that same truck 
costs about $250,000. 
Yes, there are a few more 
bells and whistles, and a 
lot more safety features, 
but still basically the 
same truck. Your coop-
erative owns four of these 
vehicles, plus one that is 
on tracks to tackle those 
hard to access places. 
Th ere are also approxi-

mately eight bucket trucks that can 
reach anywhere from 35 to 60 feet 
in the air. Th ese trucks range from 
$100,000 to $150,000 in cost. 

 We also have a trencher for bury-
ing underground electric line, a 
backhoe for repairing those same 
underground lines, wire stringing 
trailers and the list goes on. We 
have an in-house mechanics shop 
to maintain this extensive fl eet of 
vehicles. Along with basic mainte-
nance, we also perform structural 
and dielectric tests on them twice a 
year to ensure the lineman’s safety 

while working out of them. Just 
like you, we also must pay the state 
of Illinois for being able to operate 
those vehicles on public roadways, 
which is drastically more expensive 
than your basic family car. We oper-
ate most of this equipment for an 
average of 10 years before replacing.
 Along with the vehicles, there 
are also a lot of specialized tools 
and accessories that are used to get 
the job done. All line and forestry 
personnel are required by OSHA to 
wear fl ame retardant clothing when 
working near energized equipment. 
Insulated rubber gloves and sleeves 
must also be worn in certain situ-

ations as well as the basics: 
safety glasses, hard hats and 
hearing protection. All line 
personnel must complete 
safety training on a reoccur-
ring basis to satisfy OSHA 
requirements, but most impor-
tantly to ensure their own 
safety.
 As you can plainly see, 
the cost of keeping the lights 
on can add up very quickly. 

I have touched on a small fraction 
of our operating costs. Th ings sure 
have changed since the cooperative 
started doing business many years 
ago. One thing remains unchanged, 
and that is why the co-op is here, 
it is for you, the member. We aim 
to deliver safe, high-quality and 
reliable products and services at an 
aff ordable price while embracing the 
cooperative principles.
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Earn an “A” in college electrical safety

The start of each semester comes 
with a fresh start for college stu-

dents. Alongside the excitement of 
college also comes responsibility. One 
of these responsibilities is electrical 
safety in dorm rooms or apartments. 
To help keep the semester on track 
and to stay safe, Safe Electricity 
shares electrical safety tips for college 
students.
 According to the U.S. Fire 
Administration, there are an aver-
age of 3,870 campus fi res each year. 
Between 2000 and 2015, 11 percent 
of these campus fi res were electrical in 
nature. 

Ryan Fairchild

 As you move in, also make sure 
to conduct a visual inspection of 
switches, outlets and light fi xtures. 
Report any damaged or discolored 
equipment to the resident assistant 
or apartment manager for repair or 
replacement. Also, make sure out-
lets around sinks are equipped with 
ground fault circuit interrupters 
(GFCIs) before use. If they are not, 
contact the housing staff . 
 Safe Electricity provides these addi-
tional tips for college students:
 Check with campus housing reg-

ulations on what electronics are 
acceptable to bring. Do not bring 
prohibited items that could create 
safety hazards. 

 Only purchase and use electrical 
products tested for safety. Some 
common approved safety 
labels include: Underwriters 
Laboratories Inc. (UL), Canadian 
Standards Association (CSA), 
and MET Laboratories (MET).

 Never block an exit or impact fi re 
sprinklers. It is important that 
windows and doors are accessible 
so escape routes are clear in case 
of an emergency. 

 Never tack or nail an electrical 
cord to any surface or run cords 
across traffi  c paths or underneath 
rugs where they can be damaged.

 Be sure to use the correct wattage 
light bulbs for lamps and fi xtures. 

 If space heaters are permitted, 
always turn them off  when leav-
ing the room or before bed. 

 Do not overload your electrical 
outlets, power strips or extension 
cords. 

 Use power strips with an over-
current protector that will shut 
off  power automatically if there is 
too much current being drawn.

 Potentially older wiring in stu-
dent housing and apartments 
may not be able to handle the 
increased electrical demand of 
today’s college student. If use of 
an appliance frequently causes 
power to trip off  or if its power 
cord or the outlet feels hot, the 
appliance should be disconnected 
immediately and the condition 
reported to housing manager. 

 Smoke detectors should never be 
disabled, and always take all fi re 
alarms and drills seriously.

 For more information on electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.
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The latest and greatest in smart home technologies

Today’s smart home has blossomed to 
near Jetson-esque capabilities. Th e 

applications for home automation are 
racing ahead, fueled by the near ubiqui-
tous availability of wireless technology 
and the growth of the Internet of Th ings. 
 Th e actual smart home gadgets and 
technologies continue to evolve, but the 
mobile app seems to be taking the lead. 
Let’s catch up with the advances in some 
key areas.

Smart thermostats deserve top bill-
ing as they were truly the fi rst smart 
device to become mainstream. Product 
choices abound with smart options for 
baseboard electric being developed, while 
the focus remains solidly on convenience, 
energy savings and peace of mind. 
 Geofencing is one of the best 
enhancements in this category. Link your 
smart thermostat to your smart phone, 
set a radius around your domicile, and 
whenever you cross that boundary your 
thermostat goes into away or return 
mode, depending on which way you are 
heading. 

Smart security is surging. Smart 
door locks were the fi rst entrants in this 
category. More recently, video doorbells 
have entered the fray where you can see 
who is at the door from anywhere in the 
world. Very slick. 
 Wireless cameras have dropped in 
price, allowing you to canvas your home 
and property to keep an eye on things 
anywhere. Get an alert? Open the app 
and fi nd out what’s going on at home.

Smart smoke and CO sensors are key 
in the safety sector, with the capability 
of sending alerts to your phone, allow-
ing remote status checks and silencing 
alarms from the app––all without sac-
rifi cing that awful, ear-splitting alert we 
have come to love. 

Smart appliances are slowly grind-
ing forward. Refrigerators with cameras 
allow you to check for needed items 
while at the store, and dryers sense when 
electric use is highest and turn off ––talk 
about demand response! Even HVAC 
systems, including window air condition-
ers, are sporting mobile apps these days.
 Th ere is not a huge amount of 
automation for stoves and cooktops. 

Controlling this appliance remotely 
seems dangerous unless the feature is to 
turn it off . In that case, chalk up another 
one for peace of mind by resolving that 
nagging vacation worry, “Did I turn the 
stove off ?”

Smart lighting seems to have become 
a convergence of mood, effi  ciency, con-
venience and security. Th is is where a 
smart hub and its software might make 
sense. Setting up a coordinated lighting 
schedule is easier from a single interface. 
Create “scenes” for individual rooms or 
for the whole house. For security, grab 
a scene that gives your castle a lived-in 
look. 

 Perhaps the coolest new entrants are 
the voice-controlled assistants. Th ese 
are receiving a lot of attention and, 
depending on the capabilities they are 
given, have the potential to command 
everything via voice, freeing you from 
the tedium of opening an app to control 
something. 

Marsha Gri�  n

 Th e smart home circa 2018 is a 
lot closer to the cartoon vision of the 
Jetsons. With the ease of installation, 
programming and use enabled by wire-
less technology and smart phone apps, 
anyone not already engaged with smart 
home tech should at least consider dip-
ping a toe in the water. 

SMART 
HOME
TECH APPS
Smart home technologies are 
continuously improving, but their 
companion mobile apps are taking 
convenience to a whole new level. 
Let’s take a look at some of the 
latest app functionalities. 

Smart Thermostat Apps: 
Geofencing is great 
enhancement for smart 
thermostat apps. Set a boundary 
with your smartphone and when 
you leave the boundary, the 
thermostat switches to away or 
return mode. 

Smart Security Apps:
Video doorbells are becoming 
increasingly popular, allowing 
consumers to keep a watchful 
eye from anywhere. Smart 
security apps send alerts to 
signal activity outside your 
home, giving you peace of mind.

Smart Smoke and CO Sensor 
Apps: These apps have the 
ability to send alerts, conduct 
status checks and silence alarms 
– even when you’re away. 

Smart Appliance Apps:
App functionality depends on 
the appliance. Refrigerator 
cameras allow you to see what 
needs to be stocked (while 
grocery shopping!), and smart 
dryers can sense when electric 
use is high and turn o . 

Smart Lighting Apps:
Control lighting options for 
individual rooms, adjust 
brightness and color, create 
lighting scenes based on mood – 
all from the convenience of your 
smartphone. 
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Member prize
In this issue of the JAMUP, we printed the names of three SIEC members who are eligible to re-
ceive a $10 credit toward their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section and 
it’s not part of the story, call Bree with your account number at 800-762-1400 to claim your prize.

Local students represent SIEC during Youth Tour

What do you get when 71 
students from 27 Illinois 

electric and telephone coopera-
tives join more than 1,800 of their 
peers across the United States? You 
get the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
Youth to Washington Tour.
 Two local students were selected 
from a diverse group of applicants to 
represent Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (SIEC) to enjoy an 
all-expense paid trip to Washington, 
D.C. from June 8-15 as part of the 
annual Youth Tour. The 2018 Youth 
Tour delegates from SIEC included 
Autumn McMahan of Wolf Lake 
and Campbell Neely of Metropolis.
 The students toured Capitol Hill 
and met with U.S. Senator Dick 
Durbin, Congressman Mike Bost 
and Congressman John Shimkus. 
They also visited historical and 
cultural sites including Arlington 
National Cemetery, the Supreme 
Court, Newseum, Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia, a variety of memorials 
and the U.S. Capitol. Among fun 
activities the students enjoyed were 

the Marine Corps Sunset Parade, 
the Smithsonian Museums and an 
assembly of Youth Tour participants 
from across the nation. 
 Since 1964, the nation’s coop-
erative electric and telephone 

utilities have sponsored more than 
60,000 high school students to visit 
Washington, D.C. To learn more 
about the Youth to Washington 
Tour, go to www.youthtour.coop.

Pictured from left – 
Autumn McMahan, 
Congressman 
John Shimkus and 
Campbell Neely. 

 Pictured from left 
– Autumn McMahan, 
Congressman Mike Bost 
and Campbell Neely.

We will be closed on Monday, September 3rd for Labor Day!
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