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What do you get when 71 students 
from 27 Illinois electric and 

telephone cooperatives join more than 
1,800 of their peers across the United 
States? You get the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) Youth to Washington Tour.
 Six local students were selected from 
a diverse group of applicants to represent 
McDonough Power Cooperative and 
McDonough Telephone Cooperative 
to enjoy an all-expense paid trip to 
Washington, D.C. from June 8-15 as 
part of the annual Youth Tour.
 � e 2018 Youth Tour delegates from 
McDonough Power included Charlie 
Hensley of Bushnell and Meagan Jackson 
of Macomb. McDonough Telephone 
was represented by Gibby Blankenship 
of Macomb, Anderson Poulter of Good 
Hope, Meadow Boden and Emma Bradford 
of Bushnell. Boden was this year’s Rep. Rich 
Myers Memorial Youth Tour recipient. 
� e students toured Capitol Hill and 
met with U.S. Senator Dick Durbin and 
Congressman Darin LaHood. � ey also 
visited historical and cultural sites including 
Arlington National Cemetery, the Supreme 
Court, Newseum, Royal Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia, a variety of memorials and the U.S. 
Capitol. Among fun activities the students 
enjoyed were the Marine Corps Sunset 
Parade, the Smithsonian Museums and an 
assembly of Youth Tour participants from 
across the nation. 7424B1-608B
 “Youth Tour is a great opportunity that 

changes these students’ lives,” says Mike 
Smith, president/CEO of McDonough 
Power. “� is experience helps prepare them 
for their futures.”
 “After touring our nation’s capital, meet-
ing congressional representatives and learn-
ing � rsthand how our government works, 
they return home with valuable knowledge 
and memories that will last a lifetime,” says 
Jay Griswold, president of McDonough 
Telephone.
 Since 1964, the nation’s cooperative elec-
tric and telephone utilities have sponsored 
more than 60,000 high school students to 
visit Washington, D.C. To learn more about 
the Youth to Washington Tour, go to www.
youthtour.coop.

Our office will be 
closed Monday, 
September 3 for 

Labor Day.

Youth to Washington Tour

Pictured from left – Charlie Hensley, Emma 
Bradford, Anderson Poulter, Congressman Darin 
LaHood, Meadow Boden, Meagan Jackson and 
Gibby Blankenship.
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On behalf of the board of directors of 
McDonough Power Cooperative, 

I extend a personal invitation to attend 
your cooperative’s 81st annual meeting on 
Tuesday, August 21, 2018, at � e Crossing 
church in Macomb. � ere will be a short 
business meeting to conduct the necessary 
business a� airs of the cooperative. � is 
is your opportunity to participate in the 
operation of your cooperative.
 Doors open at 5 p.m. for registration and 
a pork chop sandwich dinner – in addition 
to the popular kettle corn. Crossover will 
perform on the stage from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Registration tables will be set up in the entryway from 5 to 6:30 p.m. – please register 
upon arrival to receive a FREE gift. All registered members will also receive a $10 
bill credit just for attending. Registered members who are present at the end of the 
business meeting, which begins at 6:30 p.m., will also be eligible for the grand prize 
drawings. 12120D6-1059B
 Please remind your friends and neighbors about the meeting – kids are welcome 
too. Word of mouth is the best advertisement. We look forward to seeing you there!

Je� rey Moore
Chairman of the Board

81st Annual Meeting

9 Evening Highlights
1) Receive a $10 bill credit at registration, one per member’s 
account
2) Grilled pork chop dinner with chips, dessert and a drink!
3) Fresh popped kettle corn!
4) Attendance gift, one per member’s account
5) Entertainment provided by Crossover
6) Children’s play place open during business meeting, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
7) Exercise your right to vote, by voting for your board of 
directors 7414A2-604A
8) Drawings for prizes following business meeting
9) Socialize with your friends and neighbors

McDonough Power 
Cooperative 81st 
Annual Meeting

Tuesday, August 21 
at The Crossing in Macomb

Doors Open at 5 p.m. ~ 
Business Meeting at 6:30 p.m.
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What is Grid Resiliency?

Resiliency of the grid is a popular 
concept being discussed in the 

electric industry. It made headlines 
in the wake of Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria, which caused damage to 
Puerto Rico’s electric grid resulting 
in the longest outage in U.S. history. 
Lack of resilience became the go-to 
phrase to describe Puerto Rico’s grid. 
In Illinois, what does grid resiliency 
mean for you?
 Resiliency is many things – it’s reli-
ability in electric service, it’s our ability 
to e�  ciently restore power, it’s being able 
to meet the demands of new technology 
and it’s how we serve you with various 
generation sources without skipping a 
beat. Resilience is how we deliver on our 
promise to improve the quality of life for 
our member-owners.
 Having a resilient electric grid 
begins with a system that is designed to 

withstand high winds, powerful storms, 
cybersecurity threats and other disrup-
tions that could result in outages. A 
resilient grid is � exible and adaptable by 
allowing di� erent types of generation, 
such as wind, solar, coal and hydro, to 
work together to provide safe and reliable 
power. � e way our systems react to ad-
vancements in technology all factor into 
the resilience of our grid.
 Resiliency is a 24/7, 365-days-a-year 
task. Whether it’s power lines, substa-
tions or generation facilities on our grid, 
it takes proactive maintenance and in-
vestment to keep them running smooth-
ly. With thousands of consumers without 
power for months, the lack of resiliency 
in Puerto Rico’s power grid wasn’t solely 
caused by hurricane damage; it was the 
result of years of neglect in taking care of 
their system and preparing for a worst-
case scenario.

 Like how we maintain our vehicles 
with oil changes, inspections and tire 
rotations, a grid must also be main-
tained. � rough the year, we conduct 
pole and line inspections. Our goal is to 
� nd a problem before it becomes one. 
If we � nd a weak pole, we replace it. 
� is ensures that pole is as strong, or as 
resilient, as it can be.
 In Illinois, we know signi� cant power 
outages can occur, especially in the spring 
and summer storm season. We’re at the 
mercy of Mother Nature, and we have 
con� dence in the resiliency of our system 
to recover from outages with as little 
disruption as possible.
 Resilience is de� ned as “the ability to 
bounce back, recover quickly and go back 
into shape after being stretched.” When 
it comes to providing our member-own-
ers with resilient service, this is what we 
work toward – day in and day out!7424D1-608B

McDonough Power Cooperative has once again contracted with Spoon River Electric Cooperative (SREC) to perform 
vegetation management in the following areas beginning in August, continuing through the summer and fall. � e a� ected 

areas in our service territory include: Abingdon, Berwick, Cameron, Galesburg, Industry, Littleton and Monmouth (see map). 
� is work might include cutting, trimming, mowing and application of environmentally safe herbicides. Vegetation management 
work is necessary to protect the integrity of the electric system and to prevent potential safety hazards. SREC personnel are 
licensed by the Illinois Department of Agriculture and are experienced in all aspects of tree pruning and herbicide application. If 
you have any concerns regarding work to be done in your area, please contact our o�  ce at 309-833-2101.

Right-of-way management activities in McDonough Power 
Cooperative service territory

2018 Scheduled Work
Northern Service Territory Southern Service Territory
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On behalf of the board of directors I would like 
to thank you for your donation to the Western 

Illinois Museum. Your recent gift of $2,000 will be 
used to replace the windows on the highly visible 
east and south facades of the building.
 Be assured we are working to maintain and 
preserve the historic characteristics of the building. 
Your gift plays an important part of the ongoing 
plan to turn an underused building into useable 
space for the community and housing the Western 
Illinois Museum, the Macomb Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau and the McDonough County 
Genealogical Society. � e replacement windows will 
be made at our local Pella plant and local contractors 
will be used for the installation. In addition to your 
contribution saving this historic building, it will be 
returned to the community through manufacturing 
and construction jobs.
 � e plan is to install the windows in the sum-
mer of 2018. � ank you again; we’re sure glad to 
have you on our team!

Sincerely,
Sue Scott
Director

Thanks to the members of McDonough Power Operation 
Round-Up Program, the City of Monmouth, and United 

Way Worldwide, the Warren County community will have 
access to 2-1-1! So, what is 2-1-1? Every day, thousands 
of people call, text and web chat with highly trained 2-1-1 
specialists who help them � nd and access food, housing, 
health care, � nancial coaching, job training, disaster resources 
and more. Last year, 2-1-1 answered more than 14.3 mil-
lion requests for help. Now, Warren County United Way, in 
partnership with the City of Monmouth and McDonough 
Power Cooperative, is making 2-1-1 available at no charge to 
the community. No matter your need, 2-1-1 is there to help! 
For more information on 2-1-1, visit Warren County United 
Way online: www.warrencountyunitedway.com.

Operation Round-Up program updates

Look for LED products and � xtures 
for outdoor use, such as pathway, 
step and porch lights. Many include 
features like automatic daylight 
shut-o�  and motion sensors. You can 
also � nd solar-powered lighting for 
outdoor spaces. 

Source: energy.gov

Member 

Prizes
Every month we will have four map 

location numbers hidden throughout The 

Wire. If you fi nd the map location number that 

corresponds to the one on your bill (found above the usage 

graph), call our offi ce and identify your number and the page that 

it is on. If correct, you will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill.




