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Reader prize

Each month we 
print the name of 

a Jo-Carroll Energy 
member who is eligible 
to win a monthly $25 
readership prize. If your 
name is printed in this 
month’s edition, and 
not a part of any article, 
 contact Jo-Carroll 
Energy and claim your 
prize no later than the 
10th of the month 
following publication. 

It was great connecting with many of you 
at this year’s annual meeting in Galena, as 

well as our member appreciation days. 
 Connecting with you and our communi-
ties improves our understanding of what 
is important to you, which in turn fosters 
cooperation and collaboration that builds 
trust. We want to know what is important 
to you and how we can provide more value.
 We are here to serve you and our com-
munities. We are focused on your needs and 
work for the sustainable development of the 
areas we serve in the best ways we can. For 
example, as we grow our high-speed internet 
service, you and our communities will have 
new opportunities in medical care, educa-
tion and learning, smart and safe home 
technology, etc. Faster, reliable connections 
will help make our region stronger and more 
competitive.
 Commitment to community is a key 
cooperative principle. As a local busi-
ness, Jo-Carroll has a real stake in the 

communities we serve, just as you do. That 
is why we seek opportunities to serve you 
beyond natural gas, electric and internet 
services through our community events, 
scholarship program and support of local 
schools, food pantries, fire departments and 
other community organizations.
 I announced at this year’s annual meet-
ing that 100 percent of our electric power 
supply is now provided from generation and 
transmission cooperatives; entities that we 
have ownership in and have a seat at the 
table. What does this mean? It provides you 
a long-term, reliable and stable priced sus-
tainable power source. 
 This transition also provides more of 
our members access to additional electric 
efficiency incentives and expanded use of 
programs like the “Summer Shift” cam-
paign (see page 20C) and water heater load 
control programs all of which can help you 
lower your bills. Please call us at 800-858-
5522 to learn more.

Our office will be 
closed Wednesday, 

July 4, for 
Independence Day
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CEO’S REPORT
by Mike Casper



For your
information

Your Board of Directors:
David Senn

Chairman
District 7

Russell Holesinger
Vice Chairman

District 8
Marcia Stanger

Secretary
District 3

Martin Werner
District 1

Joseph Mattingley
District 2 

Dan Tindell
District 4

Patricia Smith
District 5

Th omas Lundy
District 6

Larry Carroll
District 9

Robert Kuhns
Treasurer

District 10

Offi  ce Hours: 
Monday-Friday

Elizabeth
793 U.S. Route 20 West

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Savanna

103 Chicago Ave.
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Geneseo

1004 S. Chicago St.
7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

1:30 to 4 p.m.

Services and 
Billing Questions:

(800) 858-5522
www.jocarroll.com

For emergencies
and outages call:

(800) 858-5522

Resume of Minutes
April 25, 2018

The board met on Wednesday, April 25, 2018, 
at the Jo-Carroll Energy Headquarters. Th e 

following is a summary of the meeting activities. 
Th e Agenda, as amended, and the Consent Agenda 
were approved.
 Chairman’s Report – Chairman Senn thanked 
Director Ron Hallendorff  for his years of service as 
a Jo-Carroll Energy Director. Hallendorff ’s com-
mitment and support he provided over the years has 
been much appreciated.
 AIEC (Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives) and NRECA Report – Senn 
reported on upcoming proposed resolutions, as well 
as providing an update on topics discussed at the 
latest AIEC meeting.
 APGA Report – Director Carroll provided an 
update on regulatory matters being followed by the 
American Public Gas Association (APGA), as well 
as the conference on end-use of natural gas.
 Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC 
Webinar) Report – Director Tindell discussed his 
recent participation in a CFC webinar that focused 
on wind, solar and energy storage.
 Dairyland Report – Mattingley discussed declin-
ing energy usage and its eff ect on Class A Members 
and provided updates from the most recent 
Dairyland Power board meeting.
 Executive Session – A motion was made, 
seconded and carried unanimously to move into 
executive session at 9:54 a.m. and to come out of 
Executive Session at 10:36 a.m.
 Action Items as a Result of Executive Session 
– A motion was made, seconded and carried unani-
mously to authorize the President and CEO to 
negotiate and take other actions as may be necessary 
to perform fully under the terms of the 2016 Utility 
Service Agreement.
 PPI Report – Director Hallendorff  reported on 
Prairie Power Inc.’s (PPI) most recent generation 
fi gures and provided operational highlights from 
Prairie State Units 1 and 2.
 Hallendorff  also thanked the board and staff  for 
working with him over the years and noted he will 
be comfortable retiring knowing the cooperative is 
in good hands.

Board Policy Update –
a. Policy 117 – A motion was made, seconded and 

carried unanimously to approve Board Policy 117 
as is.

CEO’s Report –
a. Financial Operating Report – President and 

CEO Casper reported that the Cooperative’s 
operating margins for March were approxi-
mately $167,944 which was approximately 
$740,000 under budget. Th e current equity of the 

cooperative is approximately 24.67 percent, com-
pared to 24.55 percent at this time last year.

Casper, along with Pat Keleher, also updated the 
board on the Cost of Service Study that is cur-
rently in progress.

b.  Technical Presentation – President and CEO 
Mike Casper provided a presentation on Energy 
Storage for both residential and small commer-
cial-scale applications.

Operations & Regulatory/Legislative Update –
a. Senior Vice President and Assistant General 

Manager – Buros provided an update on 
Broadband and noted the enthusiasm shown 
by members. We are currently in the process of 
applying for USDA grants to help off set the cost 
of several fi ber projects. Buros also discussed the 
Dairyland transition process and reported that 
things are going smoothly.

b. External Relations Update – Chris Allendorf, 
Vice President of External Relations & General 
Counsel, provided the board with an overview of 
matters concerning the State of Illinois and the 
federal government. Allendorf reported that busi-
nesses participating in NW Illinois Economic 
Development (NWIL, formerly TCEDA) have 
shown an increase in their overall revenue.

Board Issues
a. Discounted Estate Capital Credit Retirements 

– A motion was made, seconded, and carried 
unanimously to approve the discounted estate 
retirements as presented.

b. Select Attendees for NRECA Course 977.1 – 
Attendees were selected for the NRECA Course 
977.1.

c. Select Attendees for the AIEC Annual Meeting 
– Attendees for the AIEC Annual Meeting were 
selected.

d. Member Advisory Committee (MAC) 
Member’s Attendance at the open Board 
Meeting in October – A special invitation to 
MAC Members to encourage them to attend the 
October open board meeting was discussed.

e. Implementing a Power Cost Adjustment (PCA) 
– Staff  provided the board with a presentation on 
the various causes for margins shifts. Th e board 
will periodically review the PCA charge.

f. Dairyland Power Cooperative Wholesale Power 
Contract Resolution (DPC WPC) – A motion 
was made seconded and carried unanimously to 
amend the DPC WPC through a resolution.

 Adjournment
 Chairman Senn adjourned the meeting at 
11:55 a.m.
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Keep your bills low as temperatures rise
Temperatures outside are rising, 

but that doesn’t mean that util-
ity bills need to. There are steps you 
can take to make your home more 
efficient during these hot summer 
months.
 Home efficiency during summer 
months have a lot in common as 
the home efficiency checks that you 
do during the winter months. Make 
sure that you change your air filters 
at least monthly to keep your unit 
running efficiently. Just like check-
ing for cold air leaking in through 
cracks in the winter, look for any 

areas that may need weather strip-
ping and caulk where heat could 
enter your home.
 You may be in the habit of setting 
your thermostat on a lower tem-
perature while you are away during 
the day to save during the winter 
months, but now is the time to set 
that temperature higher. Set your 
thermostat to around 85 degrees 
during the day while you are gone. 
This temperature will keep any pets 
that may be in the home comfort-
able but can help to lower your bills.
 A programmable thermostat will 

help you control the temperature 
of your home, so it is cool when 
you return home for the day. It 
is important to remember when 
adjusting your thermostat, whether 
it’s manual or programmable, do 
not lower the temperature rapidly, 
to cool your home faster. Your air 
conditioner will cool just as fast at 
78 as it might at 68 degrees.
 Ceiling fans are also a great way 
to keep rooms cool while saving 
energy. “Fans average between a 
quarter to one amp used, while air 
conditioners can range between 
12-16 amps of electricity used,” says 
Sam Adair, energy expert. “While 
running a fan may not exactly bring 
in new cold air, it does circulate the 
cold air that is already in the home 
and may make it feel cooler than it 
really is.” Adair also adds that it is 
possible to turn on your fans and 
turn up your thermostat a degree or 
two and not notice a difference.
 Another simple thing you can 
do to keep the cool in is to simply 
keep your shades, blinds and drapes 
closed during the day. A darker 
room stays cooler for longer than 
a room that has sunlight coming 
in. Also, consider running stoves, 
dryers and other heat producing 
appliances during cooler hours of 
the day, such as the evening or early 
morning.
 Energy efficiency, whether in the 
winter or in the summer months, is 
key for keeping your bills lower and 
your family comfortable.

 When you do the Summer Shift, you help maintain affordable 
electricity rates. As temperatures rise, so does the demand for 
electricity. By taking a walk, waiting to do laundry, opting for a 
picnic or barbecue once or twice a week or even just turning up 
your thermostat, you are doing the Summer Shift.
 Talk to us to learn more about the Summer Shift. Visit us 
online at www.jocarroll.com or call 800-858-5522.
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Jo-Carroll Energy connects with members
at annual meeting
Speaking in front of a hometown 

crowd of more than 400 people, 
Jo-Carroll Energy president and 
CEO Mike Casper stressed how 
the cooperative serves its members 
and communities during the 79th 
annual meeting of members held in 
Galena on May 23.
 From providing members with 
reliable energy services to building a 
fi ber internet network, the speakers 
focused on the meeting theme of 
how the cooperative is “Connecting 
with Our Communities.”
 “Whether it is safely and quickly 
restoring your service after a storm 

or discussing renewable energy, 
we are here to serve you and our 
communities,” Casper said. “We are 
focused on your needs and work for 
the sustainable development of our 
area.”
 “We are constantly connecting 
the communities where we live 
and work to serve them in the best 
ways we can,” he added. “Our Sand 
Prairie fi ber internet service takes 
us back to our roots 75 years ago 
when a group of farmers formed 
Jo-Carroll to bring electric service 
where others couldn’t or wouldn’t. 
We’re doing that now with fi ber 

internet, bringing fi ber where others 
couldn’t or wouldn’t.”
 Casper said the cooperative’s 
broadband division, Sand Prairie, is 
working to fi nalize plans to provide 
a redundant fi ber loop into down-
town Galena that will not only 
increase reliability but provide area 
emergency services with another 
fi ber source. And, the village of 
Elizabeth is about to become Sand 
Prairie’s fi rst fi ber community.
 Board chairman Dave Senn also 
stressed how the co-op and mem-
bers are together tackling the lack 
of connectivity in rural areas.
 “Our history says when our 
need for rural electricity became a 
challenge, our communities came 
together to fi nd a solution with 
assistance from our government,” 
Senn said. “Congress is currently 
having a lot of discussions on this 
very topic – broadband. With your 
help, we can get the assistance we 
need to lighten the burden and 
bring high speed internet to our 
entire service territory.”
 “To maintain reliability and 
our growing need for energy and 
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modern technology, we have some 
decisions to make,” he added. 
“Let’s get together and have a 
conversation.”
 Cooperative connections were 
strengthened recently when 
Jo-Carroll changed power suppliers 
so that 100 percent of the coopera-
tive’s electric power supply comes 
from generation and transmission 
cooperatives. Dairyland Power 
Cooperative now provides power 
for all the northern service territory 
while Prairie Power, Inc. continues 
to serve as the source of power for 
the cooperative’s southern territory 
near Geneseo.
 Th e transition provides the 
cooperative a long-term, reliable, 
sustainable and stable-priced power 
source, Casper noted. It also pro-
vides members access to additional 
electric energy effi  ciency incentives, 
expanded load control programs 
and a growing diversifi ed energy 
mix.
 Barbara Nick, president and 
CEO of Dairyland Power, pro-
vided more information about the 
Dairyland system, plans for resource 
diversifi cation and competitive 
service and growth. She noted 
that the transition of Jo-Carroll 
to Dairyland Power, helped the 
Dairyland system grow by 10 per-
cent on April 1.
 Nick provided additional details 

about Dairyland’s diversifi ed 
energy mix, including growing 
wind and solar sources including a 
planned 1.5 MW solar project near 
Th omson in Jo-Carroll’s service 
territory.
 Th e event was the cooperative’s 
annual business meeting of the 
membership and appreciation 
dinner. Results of elections in fi ve 
director districts were announced. 
Dan Tindell of Galena was elected 
to the Jo-Carroll Energy board of 
directors to complete the unexpired 
term in District 4. Tindell was 
appointed to that post in 2017 to 
fi ll a vacancy.
 Four other incumbent direc-
tors were re-elected by a vote of 
acclamation during the meet-
ing. All were unopposed in the 
election. Th ey are Pat Smith of 

Galena, District 5; Dave Senn of 
Mount Carroll, District 7; Russell 
Holesinger of Fulton, District 
8; and Bob Kuhns of Geneseo, 
District 10.
 With this election, the number 
of board members from District 
10 was reduced to one. Following 
the merger with Farmers Mutual 
Electric Company, District 10 was 
initially represented by three direc-
tors, reduced to two in 2015 and 
now one as part of a transition and 
integration period.
 Board chairman Dave Senn 
recognized outgoing director Ron 
Hallendorff  of Geneseo for his 
years of service on the board and 
as a former director of Farmers 
Mutual.
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Jo-Carroll Energy 
representatives 
meet with state 
legislators

Five Jo-Carroll Energy representatives 
were among the approximately 75 

Illinois electric cooperative staff  and direc-
tors from across the state who gathered for 
the fi rst Electric Cooperative Lobby Day at 
the State Capitol in Springfi eld on May 15.
 Co-op representatives had the opportunity 
to discuss issues important to energy cooper-
atives with state legislators.

Robert Pearce

 Th e Jo-Carroll contingent included board 
chairman Dave Senn, president and CEO 
Mike Casper, vice president of external rela-
tions and general councel Chris Allendorf, 
vice president of member services Jennifer 
Meyer and director of engineering Jesse 
Shekleton.
 Th e group met with Sen. Neil Anderson 
and Reps. Brian Stewart and Tony 
McCombie. Among the issues discussed 
was support of a bill that would create a 
broadband advisory council to explore ways 
to expand broadband access throughout the 
state, including unserved areas. Th e advisory 
council would have a member from the elec-
tric cooperative industry.

With

CO-OP 
CONNECTIONS

J o -Ca r r o l l  E n e r g y 

For a complete list of deals, visit 
www.connections.coop and click on B2B Savings. 
You can also use the card to receive discounts 
on prescriptions as well as 
dental, vision and 
chiropractic services. 
For providers call 800-800-7616.

940  Ga l e n a  Squ a r e  D r i v e
Ga l e n a ,  I l
8 1 5 - 7 7 7-2223

Use your Co-op Connections card at Stoney Creek 
Inn and receive $15 off a regular room rate.

Stoney Creek Inn

True Value Home & Building Center

1 5  Ma i n  S t r e e t
Sa v an n a ,  I L
8 1 5 - 27 3-4304

Use your Co-op Connections card when shopping 
at True Value in Savanna and receive $10 off a new 
water heater, excluding sale items.
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Hot Line Demo
Chadwick-Milledgeville fi fth graders learned about electrical safety during a hotline demonstration 

presented by Jo-Carroll Energy’s director of safety and loss control Jeff  Harrelson and linemen Kurt 
Krohmer and Justin Glassmaker.

SWIMMING
POOL SAFETY

Learn more at 

Make sure that any lighting equipment in your pool is 
up to code and regularly examined by a professional. 
To change or repair a light, ensure the electricity to 
the pool is first turned off at the circuit breaker.

If you are in the water and feel electric current, 
which can cause a tingling sensation, shout to let 
others know, try to stay upright, tuck your legs 
up to make yourself smaller, and swim away 
from anything that could be energized. Do not 
use a metal ladder to exit the pool.

Remember, water and electricity are a dangerous 
mix, even outside the pool. Never touch any 
electrical appliances or outlets when you are 
wet or standing in water.

Jo-Carroll Energy linemen Kurt Krohmer and Justin 
Glassmaker show the personal protective equipment for 
linemen. Th e class learned about the importance of the 
equipment and ways in which it keeps them safe when 
working on power lines.

Hot line demo 2 cutline: Lineman Kurt 
Krohmer shows the class what can hap-
pen when an animal comes in contact 
with a power line. During the presenta-
tion, the Chadwick-Milledgeville fi fth 
graders were able to see the eff ects of 
a kite and a balloon coming in contact 
with a power line.
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Jo-Carroll Energy awards scholarships
 Receiving Jo-Carroll Energy Scholarships in Jo Daviess 
County were Elisabeth Ludwig and Emma Eaton of Galena 
High School, presented by JCE director Pat Smith.

 Receiving a Jo-Carroll Energy Scholarship in 
Whiteside County was Rachel Huizenga of Fulton 
High School, presented by JCE president and CEO 
Mike Casper.

 Receiving scholarships in Carroll County were West 
Carroll seniors Andrew Yenney, Lineworker Scholarship; 
Shaelynn Williams, JCE Scholarship; Emma Aljets, 
JCE Scholarship; and Hunter O’Neill, Two-Year/
Technical School Scholarship; all presented by JCE 
president and CEO Mike Casper.

 Receiving a Jo-Carroll Energy 
Scholarship in Jo Daviess County was 
Madelynn Walters of River Ridge, pre-
sented by Merri Sevey, vice president of 
human resources.

 Receiving a Two-Year/Technical 
School Scholarship in Jo Daviess 
County was Rhett Geisz of River Ridge, 
presented by Merri Sevey, vice president 
of human resources.

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  JULY 2018     PB20H    ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  WWW.ICL.COOP 


