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4 Corners 
1101 Woodlawn 
Lincoln, IL 62656

Ace Hardware 
1501 N. 12th Street 
Quincy, IL 62306

Ace Hardware 
1320 E. Street 
Charleston, IL 61920

All Source, LLC 
12078 US Rt 150 
Oakwood, IL 61858

All Type Hydraulics Corp. 
530 N Washington St 
Bunker Hill, IL 62014

Austin’s Parts and 
 Hardware 
105 W. Cumberland Rd 
Saint Elmo, IL 62458

Bertels Sales & Service 
4664 Seiler Road 
Dorsey, IL 62021

Cole’s Sales & Service 
211 S. Railroad 
Mcnabb, IL 61335

Cox’s Parts and Service 
401 Main 
Greenfield, IL 62044

Don’s Lawn & Saw Shop 
904 West City Rt 40 
Greenville, IL 62246

Gillard’s Hardware Inc 
335 Industrial Dr 
Albion, IL 62806

Gillard’s Hardware Inc 
112 E North St 
Grayville, IL 62844

Gillard’s Hardware Inc 
1678 Falcon Ave 
Carmi, IL 62821

Hedrick Repair Service 
8761 Sand Barrens Lane 
Saint Francisville, IL 62460

Herscher Auto Parts 
2019 W Rt 17 
Kankakee, IL 60901

Herscher Auto Parts 
230 S. Main St 
Herscher, IL 60941

Herter Sales 
11136 IL Rte 125 
Beardstown, IL 62618

Hoyer Outdoor 
 Equipment, Inc. 
7402 Unionville Road 
Brookport, IL 62910

JC&R Power Equipment 
306 E Main St 
Knoxville, IL 61448

Koehler Implement Co. 
1481 N. State Hwy 94 
Carthage, IL 62321

Leroy Farm & Lawn 
 Equipment 
605 West Cedar 
Leroy, IL 61752

Main Street Shop 
1213 W. Main St 
Fairfield, IL 62837

Marine Mower 
 & Saw Inc 
204 East Division 
Marine, IL 62061

Noonan True Value 
801 N Grand Ave E. 
Springfield, IL 62702

Performance Lawn 
 & Power 
1311 W Main 
Teutopolis, IL 62467

Pillar Equipment, Inc. 
2001 5Th Street Ste 40 
Silvis, IL 61282

Prescriptions Plus Ltd 
765 True Value Dr 
Lebanon, IL 62254

Quality Rental 
210 South Belt East 
Belleville, IL 62220

Ramsour Farm Supply 
25518 St Rt 161 
Centralia, IL 62801

Riedle, Inc. 
17290 N. 1800Th St 
Marshall, IL 62441

Scott Equipment 
 and Repair 
105 State Route 34 E 
Biggsville, IL 61418

Small Engine Specialty 
2372 Washington Road 
Washington, IL 61571

Small Engine Specialty 
224 West Truitt Ave 
Chillicothe, IL 61523

Smitty’s Automotive Inc 
36 St. Leos Rd 
Ruma, IL 62278

Sparks And Sons, Inc. 
5204 E 1050th Ave 
Oblong, IL 62449

Sparta Equipment Sales 
 & Service 
906 North Market St. 
Sparta, IL 62286-1046

Sparta Equipment Sales 
 & Service 
405 Elm St. 
Okawville, IL 62271

Stanley Mower Repair 
3593 N Meridian Rd 
Olney, IL 62450

Stewardson Builders 
 Supply, Inc 
1315 S. Hamilton 
Sullivan, IL 61951

Stewardson Builders 
 Supply, Inc 
408 N Cedar St 
Shelbyville, IL 62565

Streator Farm Mart, Inc 
400 N. Main Ave 
Ladd, IL 61329

Up-N-Runnin’ LLC 
1920 East Mound Road 
Decatur, IL 62526

Walt Schmid Repair 
 & Sales, Inc. 
2324 Carol Street 
Cahokia, IL 62206

A great looking lawn can be a lot of hard work. With a robotic lawn mower, the grass gets 
mowed automatically – around the clock without your supervision. Cuttings are small 
enough that you won’t need to rake, and the clippings add fertilization back to the soil. A 
Husqvarna Automower® is able to maintain small to large lawns in any weather, with rough 
terrain and slopes up to 35%. It can mow around obstacles and knows when it needs to be 
charged. With the convenient control panel, or your smartphone, the Automower® allows you  
to set it and forget it. This is effortless lawn mowing at its best.

For more information and to find your local Husqvarna dealer, 
visit husqvarna.com

For more information contact you local Husqvarna dealer or call 618-792-3971

May special

Half Price installation 

when you bring in 

this ad

Similar in cost to a riding mower or zero turn, only this will mow the grass for you.
Ask about the 60 day money back guarantee
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Commentary

Worth the hassle

Richard L. Guebert Jr. is 
the 15th president of the 
Illinois Farm Bureau® and is 
full-time executive officer. He 
is also president of COUNTRY 
Financial, Illinois Agricultural 
Service Company and the IAA 
Foundation. He also serves on 
the coordinating  committee 
for GROWMARK, Inc. 

I’ve farmed in Randolph County, 
near the Mississippi River, most of my 
life. And, many of those years, I’ve had 
to farm around the water the river 
inevitably brings. 

For us, it’s just part of everyday 
life. Much of the ground my son and 
I farm is in the river bottoms and 
water comes with the territory.

So much water, in fact, that 
I serve as a member of my local 
levee  commission. I spend a lot of 
time dealing with water and river 
issues, like maintaining the levee 
to the Army Corps of Engineers 
 specifications, or even sandbagging 
during heavy rain and high river 
levels. 

While the extra water creates a 
headache in the form of stalled tillage, 
planting, harvest, or even closed roads, 
I wouldn’t trade it or the river for the 
easier route. 

That’s because Illinois’ river system 
– and waterways across the country 
– give American farmers a distinct 
advantage in the global market. 

Personally, farming close to the 
Mississippi River gives us a bit of 
leg up. During the 2012 drought we 
still had fields that yielded corn at 
200 bushels per acre. But, in general, 
Illinois rivers are vital to all Illinois 
farmers because of their ability to 
move goods within the country, and 
even to our foreign markets. 

Farmers, equipment manufac turers 
and more are reliant on trade, and 
trade here in Illinois is reliant on the 
river system. Watching the barges 
loaded with heavy equipment, sand, 
grain and more being shipped on the 
river is proof of that.

Without our river system, our 
access to the world market would 
be much more complicated. From 
 shipping our grain and food abroad to 
receiving inputs like fuel and fertilizer, 
it would be more expensive without 
the river traffic I see daily. 

But the river system on which we 
rely so heavily is crumbling and has 
been for decades. Locks and dams 
across the country are in such a state 
of disrepair it will take many years 
and millions of dollars to bring them 
up to date. 

Across the country, more than half 
of the locks and dams operated by the 
Army Corps of Engineers are more 
than 60 years old. Here in Illinois, 
90 percent of the locks and dams 
are operating past their maximum 
 suggested lifespan. 

These locks and dams handle 
565 million tons of freight – freight 
that not only affects farmers, but 
manufacturers and businesses across 
the country. Because they are in a 
state of disrepair, river traffic backs up, 
causing twice as many hours of delay 
than in 2000. 

To complicate matters, we never 
seem to have the funding to fix 
any of the structural problems. At 
the  present funding levels, projects 
 currently planned would take 77 years 
to complete. 

That’s a statistic that’s difficult 
for me to wrap my mind around 
because for every dollar that is 
invested in inland waterways, $10 

goes back to the national economy. 
In Illinois alone, the total revenue 

impact of waterways is $6.4 billion a 
year. To top it off, Illinois waterways 
and ports support 48,195 Illinois jobs. 
Those are not insignificant numbers. 

With so much money wrapped 
up and reliant on our outdated river 
infrastructure, it seems careless not 
to work on, let alone accomplish, the 
necessary updates. 

Especially when you consider that 
without the much-needed upgrades 
and upkeep on locks and dams across 
the country, our ability to export and 
import will be greatly diminished, 
business sales will drop, and jobs will 
be lost. 

With so much at stake, it’s time to 
take the plunge and give our locks and 
dams the attention and funding they 
deserve. After all, they’re worth the 
hassle. 



14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. RCK308-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

• Full tang 4 ¼” stainless steel blade, 9” overall length • Genuine horn, wood and bone handle • Polished brass guard and spacers • Includes leather sheath  

Stauer®

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™

Rating of A+*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Not shown 
actual size.

You are a man of the wilderness. The only plan you have is to walk up 
that mountain until you feel like stopping. You tell your friends that 

it’s nothing personal, but this weekend belongs to you.
You’ve come prepared with your River Canyon Bowie Knife sheathed 
at your side. This hand-forged, unique knife comes shaving sharp with 
a perfectly fitted hand-tooled sheath. The broad stainless steel blade 
shines in harmony with the stunning striped horn, wood and bone 
handle. When you feel the heft of the knife in your hand, you know that 
you’re ready for whatever nature throws at you.  
This knife boasts a full tang blade, meaning 
the blade doesn’t stop at the handle, it runs 
the full length of the knife. According to 
Gear Patrol, a full tang blade is key, saying 
“A full tang lends structural strength to the 
knife, allowing for better leverage ...think one 
long steel beam versus two.”
With our limited edition River Canyon 
Bowie Knife you’re getting the best in 
21st-century construction with a classic look 
inspired by legendary American pioneers. 
What you won’t get is the trumped up price 
tag. We know a thing or two about the 
hunt–– like how to seek out and capture an 
outstanding, collector’s-quality knife that 
won’t cut into your bank account.  
This quintessential knife can be yours to use out in the field 
or to display as the art piece it truly is. But don’t wait. A 
knife of this caliber typically cost hundreds. Priced at an 
amazing $49, we can’t guarantee this knife will stick around for 
long. So call today!
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in your 
hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If you 
don’t feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 
days for a complete refund of the sale price. But we believe that 
once you wrap your fingers around the River Canyon’s handle, 
you’ll be ready to carve your own niche into the wild frontier. 

When it’s you against nature, there’s only one tool you need: 
the stainless steel River Canyon Bowie Knife—now ONLY $49!

How to Be Cut Off From Civilization

BONUS! Call today and you’ll 
also receive this genuine 
leather sheath!

What customers are saying 
about Stauer knives...
êêêêê
“First off, the shipping 
was fast and the quality is 
beyond what I paid for the 
knife. Overall I am a satisfied 
customer!”
— D., Houston, Texas

River Canyon Bowie Knife  $79*  

      Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P  Save $30

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: RCK308-01 
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.  

TAKE 38% OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your INSIDER 

OFFER CODE
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More than 200 students, representing Illinois electric and telephone cooperatives, visited Springfield on April 18 for 
the annual Youth Day. Attendees had the opportunity to question their state senators and representatives and view 
state government in action. They were also invited into the office of Secretary of State Jesse White and heard from 
Lt. Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti during lunch. 

Perdue addresses co-op leaders 
on seismic shift of rural broadband
 Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue, the keynote speaker 
at NRECA’s 2018 Legislative 
Conference, underscored a 
 “seismic shift” in technology 
 taking place where broadband 
internet access will bring new 
levels of productivity to rural 
America. 
 “Rural broadband is not just 
a luxury – it’s essential,” Perdue 
told more than 2,000 electric 
 cooperative leaders attending 
the conference in Washington on April 9.
 Broadband has the greatest potential to drive the U.S. 
economy, yet 24 million American households lack reliable, 

affordable high-speed internet 
access, he said.
 Perdue likened the chal-
lenge of providing broadband to 
unserved and underserved parts 
of the country to how co-ops 
delivered electricity to remote 
 communities nationwide under 
the Rural Electrification Act 
(REA) in 1936.
 “I don’t believe that America 
would ever reach the  productivity 
we have today across our nation 

without abundant flow of electricity everywhere,” said Perdue. 
“In the same way, we cannot make America great again with-
out high speed e-connectivity available to every American.” 
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Co-op managers and directors attend 
annual Legislative Conference

Visiting with Congressman Mike Bost (center) are l-r: Nick Reitz, Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) vice president of government relations; Joseph Marlo, trustee, SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative; Bob Kroeger, president/CEO, Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 
Inc.; Alyssa Hare, director of public relations and government affairs, Prairie State Generating 
Company; Chris Boyd, director of member services, Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative; Cary 
Dickinson, director, Clinton County Electric Cooperative, Inc.; Don Gulley, president/CEO, 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative; Bost; Ken Lamont, director, Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative; Robert Inman, director, Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative; Robert Tiberend, 
trustee, SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative; Shane Hermetz, general manager, Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association; Brad Rightnowar, AIEC general counsel and Duane Noland, 
AIEC president/CEO.

Fifty electric cooperative leaders from Illinois joined 
nearly 2,000 electric co-op leaders in Washington, D.C., 
April 8 – 11, 2018, for the annual NRECA Legislative 
Conference. At the conference, they heard remarks from 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, U.S. Senator 
Lisa Murkowski, Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee Chairman, and 
U.S. Senator Pat Roberts, 
Senate Agriculture 
Committee Chairman.

Additionally, the Illinois 
group had the oppor tunity 
to meet with members 
of Illinois’ Congressional 
 delegation and their staffs 
on Capitol Hill to engage 
in a  dialogue about co-op 
legislative and  regulatory 
issues. This included 
visits with U.S. Senator 
Dick Durbin (D-IL), 
Congressman Mike Bost 
(R-12), Congressman 
Rodney Davis (R-13), 
Congressman John 
Shimkus (R-15), 
Congressman Adam 
Kinzinger (R-16), 
Congresswoman 
Cheri Bustos (D-17), 
Congressman Darin 
LaHood (R-18), and 
a legislative aide to 
U.S. Senator Tammy 
Duckworth (D-IL). 

Among key  priorities they discussed was supporting robust 
rural development programs in the 2018 Farm Bill; investing 
in rural  broadband; thanking them for their recent support 
of the geothermal tax credit extension; and continuing our 
 mission of providing safe, affordable and reliable electricity to 
our member-owners. 

Millennials on the move
Millennials are on the cusp of surpassing Baby Boomers as the 

nation’s largest living adult generation, according to population projec-
tions from the U.S. Census Bureau. As of July 1, 2016 (the latest date 
for which  population estimates are available), Millennials (ages 20 to 35) 
 numbered 71 million, and Boomers (ages 52 to 70) numbered 74 million. 
Millennials are expected to overtake Boomers in population in 2019. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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SUPER COUPON
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SINGLE 
ITEM*

 $16999$16916916999 $16999 99 

NOW

$149
99

 21 GALLON, 2.5 HP, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL OIL-LUBE 

AIR COMPRESSOR 

SAVE 
$69

Customer Rating

• Air delivery:
5.8 CFM @ 40 PSI
4.7 CFM @ 90 PSI

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
HUSKY

$219
MODEL: C201H

ITEM  69091/ 61454
62803/63635/67847 shown

 $79997999 

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON LIGHTWEIGHT 
ALUMINUM SERVICE JACK 

 ITEM  68053/62160
62496/62516/60569 shown

• 3-1/2 pumps lifts most vehicles
• Lifts from 3-1/2" to 14-1/8"
• Weighs 34 lbs.

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
DURALAST

$9999
MODEL: T815016L

$

Weighs 34 lbs.
NOW

$59
99

SAVE $40

Customer Rating 3-1/2"
SUPER BRIGHT

ALUMINUM
FLASHLIGHT

ITEM 69111
63599/62522/62573
63875/63884/63886

63888/69052 shown

FREE
WITH 

SUPER BRIGHT

COMPARE TO
RAYOVAC

$150
MODEL: BRS9LED-B

• 9 LED
• Compact, Lightweight

Customer Rating

ITEM 62915/60600 shown

AIRLESS 
PAINT SPRAYER KIT

SAVE $129
 $2149921499 

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
GRACO

$299
MODEL: 262800

$21499 99 

NOWNOW

$169
99

HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
ALUMINUM
SPORTS CHAIR

ITEM   62314/63066
66383 shown

SAVE 
60%

 $2999$$2999 

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
COLEMAN

$4999
MODEL: 2000020293

$2929

NOW

$
$19

99

SUPER COUPON

 $19499$19499 

SUPER 
COUPON

• Laser guide

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$299
MODEL: SM3055LW

Blade sold 
separately.

ITEM 61969/61970/ 69684 shown 

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$169 $19499 99 

NOWNOW

$129
99

12" SLIDING 
COMPOUND 

DOUBLE-BEVEL 
MITER SAW

 $10999$10999 $10999 99 

NOW

$89
99

SUPER COUPON
900 MAX. STARTING/
700 RUNNING WATTS
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE

GAS GENERATOR

ITEM 63024/63025 shown

Customer Rating

• 5 hours run-time 
@ 50% capacity

SAVE 
$29COMPARE TO

ALL POWER
$11992

MODEL: APG3004A

SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
67%

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE HEAT GUN 

(572°/1112°) 

ITEM 62340/62546 
63104/96289 shown

COMPARE TO
BLACK & DECKER

$2806
MODEL: HG1300

 $1499$$1499 

NOW

$89
9

Customer Rating

 $25992599 
ITEM  64486
63483  shown

SAVE 
50%

24 FT., 18 BULB, 12 SOCKET 
OUTDOOR STRING LIGHTS

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
PORTFOLIO

$3998
MODEL: SLC12BK

$25

NOW

$19
99

 $1399913999 

17 FT. TYPE IA 
MULTI-TASK LADDER

ITEM     63418/63419/62656
67646/62514/63417 shown

• Versatile - 24 confi gurations
• Safe + secure + stable
• Super strong - holds 300 lbs.
• Weighs 34 lbs.

Customer Rating

SAVE $189

COMPARE TO
LITTLE GIANT

$29899
MODEL: XE M17

ng

NOWNOWNOW

$109
99

SUPER COUPON

OSHA /
ANSI
COMPLIANT

POWDER-FREE
NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100

Customer Rating

SAVE 
55%

• 5 mil thickness

COMPARE TO
VENOM
$1332
MODEL: VEN4145

ITEM 61363, 68497, 61360,  
61359, 68498, 68496 shown

 $799$799 
NOW

$599

SUPER COUPON

12¢
PER PAIR

 $19999$19999 

ITEM 64335
63585 shownSAVE $175

RENEWABLE 
ENERGY,

ANYWHERE

100 WATT SOLAR PANEL KIT
SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
SUNFORCE

$32592
MODEL: 50180

Customer Rating

ITEM 64335

NOWNOW

$149
99

ITEM 61914

 TRIPLE BALL TRAILER HITCH 
Customer Rating

SAVE 
60%

COMPARE TO
REESE

$4999
MODEL: 7068833

SUPER COUPON

 $3399$3399 $33

NOWNOW

$19
99

3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LED LIGHTS

ITEM   60561/69462   shown

SAVE 
32%

Customer Rating

 $989$99$ 89 

SUPER COUPON

NOW

$799

COMPARE TO
YARDS & BEYOND

$1176
MODEL: APA001234V1AAA4

NOWNOWNOW

$229
99

SUPER 
COUPON

8 CHANNEL SURVEILLANCE 
DVR WITH 4 HD CAMERAS 
AND MOBILE MONITORING 

CAPABILITIES

ITEM 63890
COMPARE TO
NIGHT OWL

$34999
MODEL: HDA10P10BU841PI

SAVE 
$120

 $26999$26999 

• Night vision

Customer Rating SUPER 
COUPON

 $7999$7979$ 99 

ITEM 68862/63190/62896   shown

6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

7 AMP ELECTRIC POLE SAW
9.5" BAR

SAVE 
$39

COMPARE TO
WORX

$9998
MODEL: WG309

$7979

NOW

$59
99

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

SAVE $60

JUMP STARTER AND POWER PACK
Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
SCHUMACHER
ELECTRIC
$12999
MODEL: SL1  $7999$7979$ 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$69
99

ITEM 64412
62749 shown

ITEM 64481/63284 shown

SAVE 
$79

40 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 
BRUSHLESS BLOWER

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$199
MODEL: DCBL790B

 $1399913999 99 99 
NOW

$119
99

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 $1999919999 

30", 5 DRAWER 
MECHANIC’S CARTS

• 15,000 cu. in. 
of storage

• 700 lb. capacity
• Weighs 139 lbs.ITEM 64031

$19999 99 
$169

99

YOUR CHOICE
OF COLOR

ITEM 64032
64030/64033 shown

ITEM   64061
64059/64060 shown 

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON

$1,175
MODEL: KRSC33APBO

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$1,005

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 7  - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 10/1/18.
At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was  
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

850 Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

SUPER COUPON

 $19999$19919919999 $19999 99 

NOW

$169
99

Customer Rating

ITEM   62859/63055/62860 shown

10 FT. x 17 FT. 
 PORTABLE GARAGE 

SAVE 
$100

COMPARE TO
SHELTER LOGIC
$270
MODEL: 76377

SUPER 
COUPON

 $11999$11999 
SAVE 
$230

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT GAS ENGINE  

ITEM 69727 shown
CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM   60363/69730  

NOW

$99
99

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
HONDA

$32999
MODEL: GX200UT2QX2  $1599915999 

 60" HARDWOOD WORKBENCH 
WITH 4 DRAWERS  

ITEM     93454/69054/63395/62603 shown

Tools sold separately.

SAVE 
$285

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
GRIZZLY

$415
MODEL: H7723

NOW

$129
99

NOWNOWNOW

$79
99

SUPER 
COUPON

ITEM 63255/63254 shown

SAVE
$99

 1750 PSI ELECTRIC
PRESSURE WASHER 
• 1.3 GPM
• Adjustable 

spray nozzle

COMPARE TO
BRIGGS &
STRATTON
$17933
MODEL: 20600 

 $9999$9999 

Customer Rating

 1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

ITEM  69904
68892  shown

Customer Rating
Customer Rating

SAVE 
$500

COMPARE TO
DIRECT-LIFT

$79999
MODEL: 873100

SUPER 
COUPON

• Diamond plate steel
platform and ramp

• Lift range:
7" to 29-1/2"
NOWNOWNOW

$299
99

 $42999$42942942942999 

• 4.0 amp hour 
battery

EXTREME TORQUE
1/2" IMPACT WRENCH KIT

 $2599925999 

ITEM 63852
64195/63537 shown

20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS

BOLT BREAKAWAY
TORQUE

FT. LBS.
1200

Customer Rating

4.0 amp hour 

1/2

$

NOW

$239
99

SAVE 
$470

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON
$71085
MODEL: CT8850PDB,
CTB8185, CTC720

SUPER COUPON

 $39999$39999 

SUPER 
COUPON

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL 
AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE

ITEM  64046 /64045
63770 shown

SAVE 
$400

• Weighs 86.4 lbs.
• 21" L x 10-1/8" H

COMPARE TO
WARN

$69999
MODEL: 96820

Battle 
Tested

$39999 99 

NOWNOW

$299
99

SUPER 
COUPON

72" x 80" 
MOVING 

BLANKET

SAVE 
70%

ITEM  69505/62418/66537 shown 

COMPARE TO
BLUE HAWK
$1999
MODEL: 77280

 $899$899 
ITEM  69505/62418/66537 

NOWNOW

$599

Customer Rating

SAVE 
58% $1599$$1599 

 WIRELESS SECURITY 
ALERT SYSTEM 

ITEM   61910/62447/93068 shown

Customer Rating

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
SWANN

$2399
MODEL: SWHOM-DRIVEA

NOW

$99
9

 AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 

CHARGER 

ITEM 64284/69955
69594/42292 shown  

SAVE 
50%

SUPER 
COUPON

NOW

$499

Customer Rating

 $999$999 

ITEM 63763/63444 shown

10 AMP DEEP CUT VARIABLE 
SPEED BAND SAW KIT

 $13999$13999 

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$299
MODEL: DWM120

SAVE 
$199

ITEM 63763/63444 shown

99 NOW

$99
99

 3 PIECE
TITANIUM 

HIGH SPEED STEEL 
STEP BITS 

ITEM 69087/60379/91616 shown

• Drill 28 hole
sizes from
1/8" to 3/4"

SAVE 
85%

SUPER 
COUPON

 $1399$1399 99 99 NOW

$89
9

COMPARE TO
IRWIN

$5998
MODEL: 15504PKSM

Customer Rating

SAVE 
70%

 12 VOLT MAGNETIC 
TOWING LIGHT KIT 

Customer Rating

ITEM 63100

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
OPTRONICS

$3359
MODEL: TL21RK

 $1899$1899 99 99 NOW

$99
9

 $1499$$1499 

• 9-3/16" L
7-1/2" W
4-1/2" H

$1499 

NOWNOWNOW

$99
9

ULTRA-LIGHT, CRUSH PROOF
WEATHER-RESISTANT
LOCKABLE CASE

ITEM  63518 

Case contents and locks not included.

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
PELICAN MODEL: 1150

$2995

Model 1800 SUPER 
COUPON

SAVE 
66%  $1999$19$ 99 

SAVE 
43%

3/8" DRIVE 
PROFESSIONAL 

FLEX HEAD 
RATCHET

ITEM 62321

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$2997
MODEL: 85861

NOWNOWNOW

$16
99

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating  4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

 $1499$1414$ 99 

SAVE 
61%

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
PERFORMAX

$2580
MODEL: 2411-1 ITEM  69645 /60625 shown

$1499 

NOW

$99
9

VARIABLE SPEED MULTIFUNCTION 
POWER TOOL

ITEM  63113/62867/63111 shown 

 $3999$3999 

Customer Rating

Accessories 
included.

SAVE 
68%

SUPER 
COUPON

DREMEL
$79COMPARE TO

MODEL: MM20-02H

ITEM  63113/62867/63111 

$NOW

$24
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
50%

9 PIECE, 1/4", 3/8" AND 
1/2" DRIVE WOBBLE SOCKET 

EXTENSION SET

ITEM 61278/67971 shown

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
KLUTCH

$1999
MODEL: 40033

 $1499$$1499 $14

NOWNOW

$99
9

NOWNOWNOW

$19
99

SUPER 
COUPON

SAVE 
69%

 PNEUMATIC ADJUSTABLE 
ROLLER SEAT 

ITEM 61160/61896
63456/46319 shown

• 300 lb. capacity
Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
DURALAST

$6499
MODEL: TR6201C

 $2699$2699 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

FULL-MOTION TV WALL MOUNT

ITEM  64037/63155 shown 

SAVE 
$110

• Fits most 
37" to 80"

 $4999494999 ROCKETFISH
$14999

MODEL: RF-HTVMM170C

COMPARE TO

$49

NOW

$39
99

hft_illinoiscountryliving_0618_spread_M-REG128186.indd   2-3 4/11/18   2:21 PM
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LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*
Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 10/1/18 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE 20%

OFF

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: 
Inside Track Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 
3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, safes, saw mills, storage 
cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, 
Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, 
Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior purchases. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 10/1/18. 

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

 $16999$16916916999 $16999 99 

NOW

$149
99

 21 GALLON, 2.5 HP, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL OIL-LUBE 

AIR COMPRESSOR 

SAVE 
$69

Customer Rating

• Air delivery:
5.8 CFM @ 40 PSI
4.7 CFM @ 90 PSI

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
HUSKY

$219
MODEL: C201H

ITEM  69091/ 61454
62803/63635/67847 shown

 $79997999 

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON LIGHTWEIGHT 
ALUMINUM SERVICE JACK 

 ITEM  68053/62160
62496/62516/60569 shown

• 3-1/2 pumps lifts most vehicles
• Lifts from 3-1/2" to 14-1/8"
• Weighs 34 lbs.

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
DURALAST

$9999
MODEL: T815016L

$

Weighs 34 lbs.
NOW

$59
99

SAVE $40

Customer Rating 3-1/2"
SUPER BRIGHT

ALUMINUM
FLASHLIGHT

ITEM 69111
63599/62522/62573
63875/63884/63886

63888/69052 shown

FREE
WITH 

SUPER BRIGHT

COMPARE TO
RAYOVAC

$150
MODEL: BRS9LED-B

• 9 LED
• Compact, Lightweight

Customer Rating

ITEM 62915/60600 shown

AIRLESS 
PAINT SPRAYER KIT

SAVE $129
 $2149921499 

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
GRACO

$299
MODEL: 262800

$21499 99 

NOWNOW

$169
99

HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
ALUMINUM
SPORTS CHAIR

ITEM   62314/63066
66383 shown

SAVE 
60%

 $2999$$2999 

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
COLEMAN

$4999
MODEL: 2000020293

$2929

NOW

$
$19

99

SUPER COUPON

 $19499$19499 

SUPER 
COUPON

• Laser guide

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$299
MODEL: SM3055LW

Blade sold 
separately.

ITEM 61969/61970/ 69684 shown 

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$169 $19499 99 

NOWNOW

$129
99

12" SLIDING 
COMPOUND 

DOUBLE-BEVEL 
MITER SAW

 $10999$10999 $10999 99 

NOW

$89
99

SUPER COUPON
900 MAX. STARTING/
700 RUNNING WATTS
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE

GAS GENERATOR

ITEM 63024/63025 shown

Customer Rating

• 5 hours run-time 
@ 50% capacity

SAVE 
$29COMPARE TO

ALL POWER
$11992

MODEL: APG3004A

SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
67%

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE HEAT GUN 

(572°/1112°) 

ITEM 62340/62546 
63104/96289 shown

COMPARE TO
BLACK & DECKER

$2806
MODEL: HG1300

 $1499$$1499 

NOW

$89
9

Customer Rating

 $25992599 
ITEM  64486
63483  shown

SAVE 
50%

24 FT., 18 BULB, 12 SOCKET 
OUTDOOR STRING LIGHTS

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
PORTFOLIO

$3998
MODEL: SLC12BK

$25

NOW

$19
99

 $1399913999 

17 FT. TYPE IA 
MULTI-TASK LADDER

ITEM     63418/63419/62656
67646/62514/63417 shown

• Versatile - 24 confi gurations
• Safe + secure + stable
• Super strong - holds 300 lbs.
• Weighs 34 lbs.

Customer Rating

SAVE $189

COMPARE TO
LITTLE GIANT

$29899
MODEL: XE M17

ng

NOWNOWNOW

$109
99

SUPER COUPON

OSHA /
ANSI
COMPLIANT

POWDER-FREE
NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100

Customer Rating

SAVE 
55%

• 5 mil thickness

COMPARE TO
VENOM
$1332
MODEL: VEN4145

ITEM 61363, 68497, 61360,  
61359, 68498, 68496 shown

 $799$799 
NOW

$599

SUPER COUPON

12¢
PER PAIR

 $19999$19999 

ITEM 64335
63585 shownSAVE $175

RENEWABLE 
ENERGY,

ANYWHERE

100 WATT SOLAR PANEL KIT
SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
SUNFORCE

$32592
MODEL: 50180

Customer Rating

ITEM 64335

NOWNOW

$149
99

ITEM 61914

 TRIPLE BALL TRAILER HITCH 
Customer Rating

SAVE 
60%

COMPARE TO
REESE

$4999
MODEL: 7068833

SUPER COUPON

 $3399$3399 $33

NOWNOW

$19
99

3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LED LIGHTS

ITEM   60561/69462   shown

SAVE 
32%

Customer Rating

 $989$99$ 89 

SUPER COUPON

NOW

$799

COMPARE TO
YARDS & BEYOND

$1176
MODEL: APA001234V1AAA4

NOWNOWNOW

$229
99

SUPER 
COUPON

8 CHANNEL SURVEILLANCE 
DVR WITH 4 HD CAMERAS 
AND MOBILE MONITORING 

CAPABILITIES

ITEM 63890
COMPARE TO
NIGHT OWL

$34999
MODEL: HDA10P10BU841PI

SAVE 
$120

 $26999$26999 

• Night vision

Customer Rating SUPER 
COUPON

 $7999$7979$ 99 

ITEM 68862/63190/62896   shown

6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

7 AMP ELECTRIC POLE SAW
9.5" BAR

SAVE 
$39

COMPARE TO
WORX

$9998
MODEL: WG309

$7979

NOW

$59
99

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

SAVE $60

JUMP STARTER AND POWER PACK
Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
SCHUMACHER
ELECTRIC
$12999
MODEL: SL1  $7999$7979$ 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$69
99

ITEM 64412
62749 shown

ITEM 64481/63284 shown

SAVE 
$79

40 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 
BRUSHLESS BLOWER

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$199
MODEL: DCBL790B

 $1399913999 99 99 
NOW

$119
99

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 $1999919999 

30", 5 DRAWER 
MECHANIC’S CARTS

• 15,000 cu. in. 
of storage

• 700 lb. capacity
• Weighs 139 lbs.ITEM 64031

$19999 99 
$169

99

YOUR CHOICE
OF COLOR

ITEM 64032
64030/64033 shown

ITEM   64061
64059/64060 shown 

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON

$1,175
MODEL: KRSC33APBO

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$1,005

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 7  - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 10/1/18.
At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was  
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/1/18*

850 Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

SUPER COUPON

 $19999$19919919999 $19999 99 

NOW

$169
99

Customer Rating

ITEM   62859/63055/62860 shown

10 FT. x 17 FT. 
 PORTABLE GARAGE 

SAVE 
$100

COMPARE TO
SHELTER LOGIC
$270
MODEL: 76377

SUPER 
COUPON

 $11999$11999 
SAVE 
$230

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT GAS ENGINE  

ITEM 69727 shown
CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM   60363/69730  

NOW

$99
99

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
HONDA

$32999
MODEL: GX200UT2QX2  $1599915999 

 60" HARDWOOD WORKBENCH 
WITH 4 DRAWERS  

ITEM     93454/69054/63395/62603 shown

Tools sold separately.

SAVE 
$285

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
GRIZZLY

$415
MODEL: H7723

NOW

$129
99

NOWNOWNOW

$79
99

SUPER 
COUPON

ITEM 63255/63254 shown

SAVE
$99

 1750 PSI ELECTRIC
PRESSURE WASHER 
• 1.3 GPM
• Adjustable 

spray nozzle

COMPARE TO
BRIGGS &
STRATTON
$17933
MODEL: 20600 

 $9999$9999 

Customer Rating

 1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

ITEM  69904
68892  shown

Customer Rating
Customer Rating

SAVE 
$500

COMPARE TO
DIRECT-LIFT

$79999
MODEL: 873100

SUPER 
COUPON

• Diamond plate steel
platform and ramp

• Lift range:
7" to 29-1/2"
NOWNOWNOW

$299
99

 $42999$42942942942999 

• 4.0 amp hour 
battery

EXTREME TORQUE
1/2" IMPACT WRENCH KIT

 $2599925999 

ITEM 63852
64195/63537 shown

20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS

BOLT BREAKAWAY
TORQUE

FT. LBS.
1200

Customer Rating

4.0 amp hour 

1/2

$

NOW

$239
99

SAVE 
$470

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON
$71085
MODEL: CT8850PDB,
CTB8185, CTC720

SUPER COUPON

 $39999$39999 

SUPER 
COUPON

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL 
AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE

ITEM  64046 /64045
63770 shown

SAVE 
$400

• Weighs 86.4 lbs.
• 21" L x 10-1/8" H

COMPARE TO
WARN

$69999
MODEL: 96820

Battle 
Tested

$39999 99 

NOWNOW

$299
99

SUPER 
COUPON

72" x 80" 
MOVING 

BLANKET

SAVE 
70%

ITEM  69505/62418/66537 shown 

COMPARE TO
BLUE HAWK
$1999
MODEL: 77280

 $899$899 
ITEM  69505/62418/66537 

NOWNOW

$599

Customer Rating

SAVE 
58% $1599$$1599 

 WIRELESS SECURITY 
ALERT SYSTEM 

ITEM   61910/62447/93068 shown

Customer Rating

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
SWANN

$2399
MODEL: SWHOM-DRIVEA

NOW

$99
9

 AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 

CHARGER 

ITEM 64284/69955
69594/42292 shown  

SAVE 
50%

SUPER 
COUPON

NOW

$499

Customer Rating

 $999$999 

ITEM 63763/63444 shown

10 AMP DEEP CUT VARIABLE 
SPEED BAND SAW KIT

 $13999$13999 

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$299
MODEL: DWM120

SAVE 
$199

ITEM 63763/63444 shown

99 NOW

$99
99

 3 PIECE
TITANIUM 

HIGH SPEED STEEL 
STEP BITS 

ITEM 69087/60379/91616 shown

• Drill 28 hole
sizes from
1/8" to 3/4"

SAVE 
85%

SUPER 
COUPON

 $1399$1399 99 99 NOW

$89
9

COMPARE TO
IRWIN

$5998
MODEL: 15504PKSM

Customer Rating

SAVE 
70%

 12 VOLT MAGNETIC 
TOWING LIGHT KIT 

Customer Rating

ITEM 63100

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
OPTRONICS

$3359
MODEL: TL21RK

 $1899$1899 99 99 NOW

$99
9

 $1499$$1499 

• 9-3/16" L
7-1/2" W
4-1/2" H

$1499 

NOWNOWNOW

$99
9

ULTRA-LIGHT, CRUSH PROOF
WEATHER-RESISTANT
LOCKABLE CASE

ITEM  63518 

Case contents and locks not included.

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
PELICAN MODEL: 1150

$2995

Model 1800 SUPER 
COUPON

SAVE 
66%  $1999$19$ 99 

SAVE 
43%

3/8" DRIVE 
PROFESSIONAL 

FLEX HEAD 
RATCHET

ITEM 62321

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$2997
MODEL: 85861

NOWNOWNOW

$16
99

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating  4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

 $1499$1414$ 99 

SAVE 
61%

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
PERFORMAX

$2580
MODEL: 2411-1 ITEM  69645 /60625 shown

$1499 

NOW

$99
9

VARIABLE SPEED MULTIFUNCTION 
POWER TOOL

ITEM  63113/62867/63111 shown 

 $3999$3999 

Customer Rating

Accessories 
included.

SAVE 
68%

SUPER 
COUPON

DREMEL
$79COMPARE TO

MODEL: MM20-02H

ITEM  63113/62867/63111 

$NOW

$24
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
50%

9 PIECE, 1/4", 3/8" AND 
1/2" DRIVE WOBBLE SOCKET 

EXTENSION SET

ITEM 61278/67971 shown

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
KLUTCH

$1999
MODEL: 40033

 $1499$$1499 $14

NOWNOW

$99
9

NOWNOWNOW

$19
99

SUPER 
COUPON

SAVE 
69%

 PNEUMATIC ADJUSTABLE 
ROLLER SEAT 

ITEM 61160/61896
63456/46319 shown

• 300 lb. capacity
Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
DURALAST

$6499
MODEL: TR6201C

 $2699$2699 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

FULL-MOTION TV WALL MOUNT

ITEM  64037/63155 shown 

SAVE 
$110

• Fits most 
37" to 80"

 $4999494999 ROCKETFISH
$14999

MODEL: RF-HTVMM170C

COMPARE TO

$49

NOW

$39
99

hft_illinoiscountryliving_0618_spread_M-REG128186.indd   2-3 4/11/18   2:21 PM
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Have a fun, safe summer!

Safety&Health

Molly Hall is Director of 
Safe Electricity. Email molly-
hall@SafeElectricity.org. 
Safe Electricity is a public 
awareness program of the 
Energy Education Council. 
www.EnergyEdCouncil.org

icl

We know that when we arm people 
with knowledge, they will make the 
right move to stay safe. 

So make sure you understand the 
dangers of swimming in a marina 
or near docks with electrical service. 
Check for power lines before fishing, 
and cast away from them.

Help children to recognize 
electrical equipment and stay away. 
Tell them never climb trees that are 
close to power lines.

Look up when working with tall 
tools. Carry ladders horizontally and 
check for overhead power lines before 
placing upright. 

Any downed line is potentially 

energized and deadly. Know 
what to do in an auto accident 
that involves downed power lines. 

Learn what you need 
to keep yourself and loved 
ones safe by visiting Safe 
Electricity.org. Packed with 
videos, games, articles and 
more, SafeElectricity.org is a 
virtual library for children and 
adults, farmers, contractors, 
business people, homeowners, 
teachers – just about anyone 
who has questions or needs to 
know about electrical safety.  
Learning and understanding 
electrical safety steps and 
situations is a valuable 
investment of time for all of us.

Electricity is an important 
asset to our modern life but 
we must respect that power or 
the results can be tragic. More 
than a thousand people die 
and thousands more injured 
in electrical incidents and fires 
each year. We can change  
that reality.

As warmer weather sprouts 
thoughts of happy outdoor 
scenes – children running and 
playing, people enjoying pools 
and lakes, folks digging into 

gardening and other projects – most 
are not thinking about potential safety 
hazards that could affect the summer 
fun. We want you to keep them in 
mind to ensure a safe summer making 
great memories.

Have a great, safe summer! 

The MacKenzie family 
didn’t dream their 12-year-
old daughter would die from 
an electrical shock when she 
went swimming with friends. 
Their tragedy taught them the 
importance of ground fault cir-
cuit (GFCI) protection around 
pools and other water sources.

The Studer boys didn’t 
expect an electrical flash when 
they opened an unlocked 
electrical box in their new 
backyard. They were lucky the 
burns left no permanent scars. 
They and their parents want 
everyone to understand about 
pad-mounted equipment. 

Steve Wald and his kids felt 
sure they would make it home 
on their bikes before the 
storm hit. Instead, the wind 
brought a live power line to 
the ground in front of them. 
They turned back, sought 
shelter at the closest home, 
and learned that when thunder 
roars, you must go indoors. 

We don’t want anyone to 
learn about electrical safety the 
hard way, through a personal 
experience that ends with life-
changing injuries or death. 

Working for an electric utility got 
me thinking about electrical safety 
several years ago. Before then - like 
most people - I turned on lights, 
plugged things in, and never thought 
about electricity unless the power went 
out. That changed when I learned about 
the multitude of heartbreaking, life-
changing incidents – most avoidable. 

I’m passionate about sharing 
electrical safety information and 
preventing tragedies, and proud to be 
part of Safe Electricity, the national 
educational program that works to 
prevent electrical tragedies and deaths. I 
am grateful for the hundreds of utilities 
who are partners in that mission.
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EnergySolutions

Play it Cool 
Tips to help you stay comfortable this summer  By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen

 Dear Pat: My energy bill was 
pretty high last summer. Do you have 
any tips for how to keep comfortable 
this year without breaking the bank? 
– Don
 Dear Don: Absolutely! There are 
several ways to make your home more 
comfortable this summer. Some of the 
solutions are low-cost, while others 
require a bigger investment. In the 
end, you can be more comfortable and 
have lower energy bills this summer.
 The first step is to reduce your 
home’s solar gains – the heat energy it 
collects from the sun. Since most solar 
gains originate through your home’s 
windows, awnings are an effective 
solution. They can reduce solar heat 
gain by as much as 65 percent on 
south-facing windows and 77 percent 
on west-facing windows. You can also 
try less expensive solutions on the 
outside or inside of your windows, 
like reflective films and solar screens. 
Heavy window coverings also work 
and have the added benefit of 
reducing heat loss in winter.
 Two areas that can be major sources 
of heat gain are skylights and attics. 
Reflective film or specially designed 
window coverings are potential solu-
tions for skylights. Attics can become 
extremely hot and radiate heat through 
the ceiling into your living space. 
Abundant venting through the roof, 
gable or eaves is one solution, but you 
also need adequate attic insulation.
 Another important step is to seal 
air leaks around windows, doors, 
plumbing and wiring penetrations to 
keep warm air out and cool air in. 
 Excess heat can also be generated 
inside your home – and at your 
expense. Here’s a quick list of simple 
steps you can take:

 � Make it a habit to turn off lights 
and TVs in rooms that aren’t in use.

 � Incandescent light bulbs generate a 
lot of heat. Replace them with LEDs.

 � Unplug devices you aren’t using, 
like chargers, computers, monitors 
and consumer electronics. Many use 
phantom power that keeps them on 
constantly (even when they’re not  
in use), which generates heat.

 � Maintain appliances for peak 
efficiency. For example, clean your 
refrigerator coils.

 � Lower your water heater tempera-
ture to no higher than 120 degrees 
F and your refrigerator to no lower 
than 38 degrees F. Also consider 
insulating your hot water pipes.

 � Minimize use of your oven, and 
don’t run the dishwasher or wash-
ing machine until they are full.

 Now that you’ve worked on keeping 
heat out of your home and minimizing 
the waste heat generated inside, let’s 
look at how to make the inside air 
cooler. That starts by assessing your air 
conditioning (AC) system. 
 If you have central AC, make sure 
it’s working efficiently. Replace the 
filters regularly, and check to see if 
your supply registers are open. AC 
systems need to push an adequate 
amount of air into the supply 
ductwork to function properly.
 If you do not have central AC, 
window units can be an efficient 

solution if they are ENERGY 
STAR®-certified and only used to 
cool part of the home, part of the 
time. Make sure to seal any openings 
around the window unit. 
 The least expensive way to cool 
yourself is air movement. A ceiling fan 
or portable fan can make a room feel 
up to 10 degrees cooler, but keep in 
mind, fans cool people. Turn them off 
when you’re not in the room. 
 If you live in an area where the 
night air is cool and not too humid, 
you can exchange your hot air for cool 
outdoor air by opening the windows 
and turning on your kitchen and bath 
fans. Or you can place a fan in one 
window to exhaust the warm air and 
open another window at the opposite 
end of the house to allow the cooler 
night air inside. The permanent (but 
more expensive) option is to install a 
whole-house fan.
 Remember, there are several ways 
to keep cool and increase comfort. I 
hope these tips will make your sum-
mer more enjoyable than the last! 

This column was co-written by Pat Keegan and 
Brad Thiessen of Collaborative Efficiency. For 
more information on thermostats, please visit: 
www.collaborativeefficiency.com/energytips. 

Ceiling fans provide air movement to cool anyone sitting on the deck.
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You know that when you flip a switch, the light comes on.  
It isn’t magic. Real people at your electric cooperative work to 
make sure that happens 24 hours per day, 365 days per year.  

We ensure that you, our member-owner, have the power you need 
to live a comfortable life. We don’t exist to make a profit.  

We bring you safe, clean and reliable power at the  
lowest possible price, and return money to you  

when it’s financially feasible – 

and that is magical. 

You have the power
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Shabby chic, vintage, 
rustic, homespun – all are 

synonyms for one of the most 
popular wedding trends in recent 
years. Brides from all walks of life 
have turned to rustic venues to 
celebrate with family and friends. 
Whether you are planning on a 
shoestring budget or the sky is 
the limit, you won’t have to look 
far to find a venue to your liking. 
 Affordability was what first 
drew Whitney and Levi Chesher 
to The Old Homestead Barn in 
Rushville. “Besides being afford-
able, Levi and I were drawn to 

the location in general,” Whitney 
explains. “I was looking for a 
rustic venue, and we wanted that 
laid back, country vibe where you 
felt stress-free just listening to 
the birds and having trees in the 
background. It was simply unfor-
gettable for us to get married 
overlooking a little pond while 
all of our family and friends were 
sitting on homemade wooden 
benches right in front of us.”
 Whitney suggests that anyone 
looking to have a rustic wedding, 
“research, research, research. It’s 
very easy to fall into the trap of 

being awed by some of the first 
venues you see. Make sure you 
visit multiple locations, ask about 
pricing, and be sure to find out 
what is included in the contract. 
You want to find the location 
that feels right to you, not the 
one that is the easiest or most 
extravagant one to book with.”
 Rustic venues can vary from 
barns, old homes or mansions, 
parks, farms and vineyards. Some 
locations offer everything you 
need while others are do-it-your-
self. You are only limited by your 
imagination. 

By Valerie Cheatham

Ido Whitney and Levi Chesher
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That farm vibe
 Higher Grounds LLC outside of 
New Haven sits on a hill overlooking 
corn and wheat fields. You can see the 
Shawnee Forest in the distance. At 
night, lights from riverboats travel-
ing the Ohio and Wabash Rivers are 
evident. 
 The wedding venue is a renovated 
barn on a farm purchased in 1891 
by the great-grandmother of Pam 
McKinney. The barn has a long his-
tory of the family almost losing it, 
family forgiveness and Pam’s undying 
love for the family farm. 
 When she re-acquired the farm, the 
barn was literally falling apart. “The 
barn was important to me because my 
dad spent so many hours of his life out 
there,” Pam explains. “I knew I had to 
fix it. I got the roof back on and new 
siding, but it still had a dirt floor.”
 It was never her intent to make 
a wedding/event venue of the barn. 
It wasn’t until she ran into a woman 
who had seen the work she was doing 
on it and told her she often thought 
that if she ever got married again, she 
wanted to do it in that barn. “That’s 
when the lightbulbs came on,” says 

husband Doug McKinney. “When the 
lightbulbs come on, it can get scary!”
 It took several years, and a year’s 
salary, but it has been completely 
renovated. It now has a concrete floor 
and windows were cut into the bot-
tom floor to accommodate ones she 
found from an old mansion. There is 
a back patio with an overhang where 
folks can congregate outside or a band 
might set up. 
 Pam recalls how linemen from 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative helped her to increase 
the electrical power needed to handle 
the barn. “They plotted out what 
was needed for our plans and 
then put in a new trans-
former to handle it all. 
They were even out 
here one Thanksgiving 
when the power 
went out. Now who 
does that!” she 
exclaimed. 
 From the bot-
tom floor you can 
catch that view 
of the river val-
ley. Brides have 
used it for a variety 

of purposes including the ceremony, 
serving the food or setting up tables. 
It will seat 100-120 people. The loft of 
the structure contains a small chapel 
with old wooden pews – it isn’t air-
conditioned, but the loft doors can be 
opened for air movement. 
 For larger weddings, tents have 
been set up outside for eating and 
the food has been served inside. The 
venue offers a full-service commercial 
kitchen, and Pam’s son, Canaan, works 
with brides to plan the menu.  

Ido

©
2017 photographybyjeffw

ilson.com

Higher Ground barn 
decorated for reception 
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 Another feature of the prop-
erty is the 4-bedroom, 4-bathroom 
farmhouse which can be booked by 
the wedding party. It also features a 
17-foot window she acquired that 
was once in the Old State Capitol in 
Springfield. Pam offers a full breakfast 
to those that spend the night and the 
bridal party can get prepared there. In 
the works is a small second floor deck 
that she plans to offer for those look-
ing for a more intimate wedding spot. 
 Pam has a cousin, Tammy, from 
nearby Evansville, Ind., who will 
be booking weddings at the barn. 
“Tammy is really creative and already 
does weddings,” says Pam. “When she 
saw everything coming together, she 
and a friend came here and decided 
they want to offer weddings here also. 
Since she is in the larger market of 
Evansville, I expect the place to be 
very busy.” McKinney has eight wed-
dings booked for 2018 and is expect-
ing many more. 
 Higher Grounds LLC is a member 
of Wayne-White Electric Cooperative. 

It hosts a variety of events including an 
artisan fair in November. 
 For more information call 618-
265-3527 or go to Facebook and 
input Higher Ground LLC in the 
search bar.

Beyond the farm
 For brides looking for the 
Cinderella-style wedding, Big Horse 
Vineyards, Lewistown, might be just 
right. The farm where the vineyard 
is built also has a variety of horses 
including Clydesdales, Belgians and 
Percherons. Imagine arriving at your 
ceremony in a horse-drawn carriage. 
 Owners Don and Trinity Archdale 
built the vineyard and then added 
an event center two years ago. The 
family farm has been in Don’s family 
for many years, and after inheriting 
it, he was looking for a way to keep 
the horse hobby business going. The 
horses have always been part of the 
farm, but the 40 acres weren’t enough 
to do a traditional farm. 

 “Horses are an expensive hobby 
to keep,” explains Don. “I was trying 
to justify a way to keep them and we 
looked at what we could do with the 
ground to make some income from it. 
Trinity and  I have always liked vine-
yards. We thought the horses would 
be a good promotion for one.
   “As a kid, I remember my dad’s 
response when we would be at a fair 
and people inquired what kind of 
horses they were. Dad would always 
say, ‘big horses, like on the Budweiser 
wagon.’ I heard big horse my entire 
life and the name stuck with me. Our 
farm was called Indian Ridge because 
of its location near Dickson Mounds. 
I was originally going to use Indian 
Ridge, but it was similar to the name 
used by another winery. I thought 
people would remember it if we called 
it Big Horse, and it symbolizes what 
we’ve always been about.”
 The event center includes a wine 
tasting room and restaurant. It is typi-
cally booked for weddings from late 
May to the end of October. Carly 

Photo by Sarah Tw
idw

ell

Kaity and Austin Cameron
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Once you decide on a wedding date, ask yourself 
a few questions before you shop for a venue. 

How many guests do you expect to have? Quotes are 
based on attendance. If you want an outside wedding, 
do you have a contingency plan for inclement 
weather? A tent will add extra expense.
 When visiting locations, keep your budget in mind 
and ask questions – rustic doesn’t mean the venue 
will be inexpensive. Shop around. According to The 
Knot, the average national cost of a wedding in 2016 
was $35,329. However, you can create a beautiful 
experience without breaking the budget. Decide what 
is most important to you on your big day. If you love 
flowers, then possibly spend a bit more on those and 
cut your costs in another area. 
 Find out exactly what is provided in the contract. 
Most venues have a wedding coordinator/planner on 
staff to help make this process seamless. That person’s 
help will allow you to focus on your family and guests. 

Hall, the wedding planner/event 
coordinator for the vineyard, helps 
plan everything except the cake 
and flowers. The venue includes a 
horse and soft-sided carriage, food 
service with a full staff, an open 
bar, inside seating for 300-350 
and an outside patio. A gazebo, 
used for the ceremony, overlooks 
the picturesque lake with the 
white fencing with horses. The 
vineyard, lakes and trees make for 
amazing photos. 
 The bride is picked up at the 
event center, which contains 
dressing rooms for the wedding 
party. She is then transported 
by carriage around the farm and 
guests can watch as it comes 
across the dam and circles around 
until she unloads at the aisle. 
 The Archdales have recently 
opened a 12-room boutique hotel, 
Big Horse Inn and Suites, in down-
town Lewistown. Family and guests 
of the wedding will be transported 
to the farm, and having the facility 
will allow them to draw weddings 
from farther away.
 They also plan to do get-away 
packages for those looking for a 
place to spend a relaxing weekend. 
Guests can stay at the hotel, visit 
the vineyards for tastings and 
a meal. There are walking trails 
across the property and guests can 
have a one-on-one with the horses. 
Future plans include a horse park 
with miniature donkeys and a 
variety of other animals. 
 Big Horse Vineyards is a 
member of Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative. On Sundays,  the 
vineyard hosts local bands and a 
variety of food including fish fries, 
BBQ, chili cook-offs and various 
festivals. In the winter, it hosts 
shows including comedians, musi-
cals, and talent from Chicago and 
Las Vegas perform. 
 For more information, contact  
Big Horse Vineyards at 309-547-
2070 or visit bighorsevineyards.com. 

Photo by M
ike O
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Carly and Jesse Hall
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Eating gluten-free doesn’t have to mean flavor free. 
Whether you choose to forego gluten as a change to 
your diet, or it’s a medical necessity, this month’s reci-
pes will have your taste buds singing. They are full of 
flavor and texture and will have you coming back for 
more. As you will notice in the Hobo Stew, the choice 
of using a gluten-free soup makes the entire recipe 
safe, and the alfredo sauce is so tasty you will want to 
make it with or without gluten-free pasta. 

WE NEED RECIPES!  Upcoming monthly topics include recipes using tomatoes or peaches. 
Please email submissions to finestcooking@icl.coop or mail them to Finest Cooking c/o Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. Please include your name, address, phone 
number (for questions), and the name of your electric cooperative. Recipes not included in the 
magazine can be found on our website at icl.coop/finestcooking.  

Hobo Stew 
Submitted by Mary Hammann, Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative

3 med. potatoes, sliced thin
1 med. onion, chopped fine
1/2 c. celery, diced
1 can kidney beans, drained
Salt and pepper to taste

1 lb. hamburger, broken into 
 small pieces (you could use 
 Italian sausage instead)
1 can gluten free tomato soup 
 (I used Progresso)

Place sliced potatoes in bottom of a greased baking dish. Cover with 
onion, celery, kidney beans, raw meat, salt and pepper, and top with 
tomato soup. Cover. Bake for 1-1/2 hrs. in a 350-degree oven or until 
potatoes are done. Makes 4 servings.

Gluten Free Alfredo Sauce 
8 oz. cream cheese
1 stick butter
3/4 c. grated Parmesan cheese
Dash of salt and pepper
Pinch of garlic powder

1-1/1/2 c. milk
Gluten free pasta (I used 
 a corn/rice pasta)
Toppings of your choice

In saucepan, melt cream cheese and butter blending with a whisk. 
The cream cheese may have small clumps but will change when other 
ingredients are added. Whisk in parmesan cheese, salt, pepper and 
garlic powder. Add milk to desired thickness. Heat through. Pour over 
pasta with desired toppings such as chicken, shrimp, broccoli, etc.

Gluten Free Chocolate Chip Cookies
Submitted by Lisa Hickman, Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative

3 ripe bananas, mashed
1/3 c. applesauce
1/4 c. milk, soy or almond 
 suggested, but I use 2% milk
2 c. gluten free old-fashioned oats

1 t. vanilla
1-1/2 t. salt
1/2 c. pecans or walnuts
1 c. chocolate chips or raisins
1 t. cinnamon

Mix all together and drop by heaping tablespoons onto lined 
baking sheets. Bake at 350 degrees for 15-18 minutes or until firm. 
May look slightly damp but do not allow to dry out. 

Option 2: replace chocolate chips with butterscotch chips and  
add 1/2 t. maple flavoring. 
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Recipes prepared, tasted and photographed  
by Valerie Cheatham. For more recipes and 
photos go to www.icl.coop. Questions?  
Email finestcooking@aiec.coop.

Visit www.icl.coop to see more  
Illinois Country Living recipes.

Quinoa Salad 
Submitted by Rachel Moore, 
SouthEastern Illinois  
Electric Cooperative

1/2 c. dry quinoa
1 c. cooked red or black beans
1 avocado, diced
2 green onions, chopped
3 T. olive oil
3 T. red wine vinegar
1 t. chili powder
1/2 t. salt
1/2 t. cumin
1 garlic clove, minced

Cook quinoa according to 
package. Stir in drained beans, 
avocado and onions. In a 
small jar, whisk the remaining 
ingredients; toss over salad. 
Refrigerate for a few hours to 
enhance flavor. 

Pumpkin Bread
Submitted by Pauline Johnston, Norris Electric Cooperative

1 c. pumpkin puree
2 eggs
1 c. maple syrup
1/2 t. allspice
1/2 t. cinnamon
1/2 t. nutmeg
2/3 t. baking soda
1/2 t. salt

2 c. packed almond meal
1/2 c. whey protein powder or 
 coconut flour, measure 
 and then sift

Optional stir-ins: handful of 
 toasted, chopped pecans and 
 chopped crystallized ginger

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 2 small (7-3/8 x 3-3/8”) or 
1 regular (9 x 5”) loaf pan. Cut a large strip of parchment paper to 
line pan for easy removal. Combine all ingredients, beating well with 
a hand mixer. Pour into loaf pan and bake for 45 minutes or until 
toothpick comes out clean when inserted in the middle. Remove from 
oven and allow to cool 20 minutes before using knife to separate edges 
from pan. Gently remove loaf. Place on a wire rack to cool completely. 
I like to slice when it is still pretty warm. 

 Chocolate Quinoa Brownies
Submitted by Laura Morton, Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc.

2 c. quinoa, cooked and cooled
1/3 c. milk
4 eggs
1 t. vanilla
6 T. butter, melted and cooled
3/4 c. sugar
1 c. cocoa powder
1-1/2 t. baking powder

1/2 t. baking soda
1/2 t. salt

Frosting:
1 can full fat coconut milk*
 chilled or 1-1/2 c. heavy 
 whipping cream
1-1/2 c. chocolate chips

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line a 9 x 13” pan with parchment paper. 
In a food processor, combine quinoa, milk, eggs, vanilla and butter 
and blend until very smooth. In a separate bowl, whisk together cocoa, 
sugar, baking powder, baking soda and salt. Add to food processor and 
pulse until incorporated. Pour into parchment lined pan and bake for 
about 20 minutes until a fork comes out clean. For frosting, combine 
chocolate chips with coconut milk or heavy cream in a saucepan and 
heat over low until melted, stirring frequently. (Could also combine in a 
microwave-safe bowl and heat until melted.) Move to refrigerator and 
chill completely. Remove from fridge and beat with a hand mixer with 
a whisk attachment, until soft peaks form. Frost brownies.  

*If using coconut milk, be sure it is the full fat canned variety. Drain off most 
of the liquid and use only the solid portion – the cream. When buying coconut 
milk for this, shake the can. The less sloshing you hear, the more cream and the 
better it is for this recipe. Stick the can in the refrigerator for a while to help 
the cream separate more distinctly. 



Why succulents are the ideal plants

Yard&Garden

Candice Hart is a Horticulture 
Educator with University of 
Illinois Extension serving 
DeWitt, Macon and Piatt 
 counties. She is also a Certified 
Floral Designer, Illinois 
Certified Professional Florist 
and is an award winning floral 
designer.

Succulents have long been one of 
my favorite groups of plants, and for 
one great reason. They don’t need to 
be watered often. For a gardener who 
hates having to water often, succulents 
are a dream. 

By definition, a succulent is a plant 
that has thick fleshy leaves or stems 
adapted to storing water. That means 
that succulent is a very broad term 
that can include many plants. Some 
of the succulent plants you may be 
familiar with are hens and chicks, jade 
plants, aloe plants or holiday cacti, just 
to name a few.

Why grow succulents?
Succulents need minimal watering. 

For a gardener that works or travels 
a lot, they are a great choice and they 
thrive on neglect and dry soil. In fact, 
the easiest way to kill a succulent is by 
watering too much.

They have few disease and pest prob-
lems. Besides the occasional mealybug 
problem, there are usually very few 
issues that pop up on succulents.

Succulent container gardens can be 
taken outdoors for the summer and 
kept as houseplants for the winter. 
My deck is full of succulent container 
pots in the summer and then before 
the temperatures dip below freezing, I 
bring those pots in and keep them as 
houseplants for the winter.

They also have really interesting 
flowers and plant forms. The variety of 
colors, shapes and patterns available is 
like nothing else.

Succulent container 
maintenance

Succulents are very low 
maintenance plants, but there 
are a few factors to consider:

◆ Lighting
 If growing succulents 
indoors, a southern or 
western facing window 
would have the most 
ideal bright light 
for these plants 
that prefer a  
high light location. 
Many succulents  
will thrive under 
incandescent or fluo-
rescent supplemen-
tal lighting if the 
ideal lighting situation is 
not available.

When temperatures are above 
freezing, these container gardens  
can be enjoyed outdoors in a full  
sun location.
◆	Temperature
 Most cacti and succulent plants 
can adapt to wide fluctuations of 
temperature because that is what 
occurs in their native desert habitats.  
It is naturally very warm in the day 
and cold at night in the desert.
 Exposure to temperatures between 
40 and 90 degrees F for long peri-
ods is not harmful to succulents. In 
fact, many desert plants will initiate 
flower buds when grown in a cool, 
dry, well-lit location. Nighttime  
temperatures of 45 to 50 degrees F 
are suitable to stimulate flower  
bud formation.

◆	Watering
 The amount of water needed for 
a container garden really depends 
on the time of year, size of the plant, 
type of potting soil, and the size of 
pot. As a result, these plants can’t be 
watered on a set schedule because of 
those varying factors. In other words, 

you can’t set an alarm to water your 
succulent containers every Monday. 
Watering no matter what the condi-
tions are can lead to easily overwa-
tering the container.
 Overwatering is by far the easiest 
way to kill a succulent or cacti plant, 
so prior to watering check the soil 
with your finger to judge the amount 
of moisture still left. If the soil still 
feels moist, don’t water yet. Wait 
until the soil completely dries out 
before watering again. 
 If these basic care instructions are 
followed, you’ll be a succulent grow-
ing pro!
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DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

ADVANCED
HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

The answer:  Although tremendous strides 
have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid 
Technology, those cost reductions have 
not been passed on to you. Until now...

MDHearingAid® uses the same 
kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology 
incorporated into hearing aids that cost 
thousands more at a small fraction 
of the price.

Over 300,000 satisfi ed MDHearingAid 
customers agree: High-quality, 
FDA-registered hearing aids don’t 
have to cost a fortune. The fact is, 
you don’t need to spend thousands 
for a hearing aid. MDHearingAid 
is a medical-grade hearing aid 
offering sophistication and high 
performance, and works right out 
of the box with no time-consuming 
“adjustment” appointments. You 
can contact a licensed hearing 
specialist conveniently online or 
by phone — even after your 
purchase at no cost. No other 
company provides such extensive 
support. Now that you know...why pay more?   Use Code  HR64

and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year 
Plus FREE Shipping

How can a hearing aid that costs 
less than $200 be every bit as good as 
one that sells for $2,250 or more?

Proudly assembled in America!

For Less Than $200
“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard “I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard 

in years came back to me!”years came back to me!”
                   — Don W., Sherman, TX— Don W., Sherman, TX

For the Lowest Price Call
BATTERIES 
INCLUDED! 

READY TO USE RIGHT 
OUT OF THE BOX! 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try 
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no 
annoying whistling or background noise for 
yourself. If you are not completely satisfi ed 
with your MDHearingAid, return it within 45 
days for a FULL REFUND.
 

1-800-683-5754
www.GetMDHearingAid200.com

BUY A PAIR 
AND SAVE!

A study by the National Institute on Aging 
suggests older individuals with hearing loss are 
signifi cantly more likely to develop Alzheimer’s 
and dementia over time than those who retain their 
hearing. They suggest that an intervention — such 
as a hearing aid — could delay or prevent this by 
improving hearing!

Can a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia?

Nearly Invisible
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By Colten Bradford

A father isn’t always biologi-
cal. A father is a man who 
steps up and raises a child, 

no matter the circumstance. Illinois 
Country Living’s 2018 Father of the 
Year is Chad Cornwell, member of 
and lineman for EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative in Paris. 
 At 13 years old, Breanne Like’s 
future was uncertain. Her mother, 
Caprice, died in a horse riding accident 
shortly after she turned 1. Because her 
biological father wasn’t around, she 
lived with her grandparents. At age 6, 
her grandfather passed away, and later 
her grandmother died. That’s where 
Chad, her 29-year-old uncle, stepped 
in and became Breanne’s guardian. 
 “Honestly, my biggest worry was 
where I was going to go,” Breanne 
explains. “It was just a whirlwind 
because I just lost my grandmother, and 
it was hard to figure out where I was 
going to fit in. It was a scary time, but 
I had always hoped that he would step 
in and take me because I didn’t want to 
leave.” Her next closest relative was her 
great-uncle who lived in Michigan. 
 Chad didn’t think twice about the 
decision to care for his niece. “I didn’t 
want her to go anywhere else,” Chad 
says. “There was no question at all that 
I wanted her to stay here.” 
 There were many reasons Breanne 
wanted to nominate her uncle, who 
she now calls dad. “He has always 
been there for me, always pushed me,” 
Breanne explains. “He was the one 
who stepped up and took me in when 
I was in a vulnerable situation… Me 
being the age I was, I think it would 
be scary for anybody to take on a 
13-year-old, but he did it without 
hesitation. So, I just wanted to nomi-
nate him as a thank you.”
 Chad was living with his mother at 
the time of her death helping to sup-
port his family and raise Breanne, and 
they had to get used to their new living 
situation. “I was always there to help, 

but it wasn’t just me… Then it became 
just me,” Chad remembers. “I’d get her 
up, ready for school, and then dinner 
that night. Didn’t have my mom there 
to cook, so we sometimes ate a little bit 
of fast food. These were just everyday 
things that I wasn’t used to.”
 They lived at his mother’s house 
until he bought a new home a year 
later, where he resides today with 
his wife Leighsa and three children: 
Colton, 9; Claire, 5 and Catelynn, 2.
 “The thing that stands out to me 
was after my mom had passed. Me and 
Breanne loaded up and went to Cedar 
Point [an amusement park in Ohio]. 
Just me and her. That was the big con-
nection point between us, going on 
vacation by ourselves,” Chad says.
 He admits that it wasn’t always easy 
raising an adolescent girl. “It was dif-
ferent on some things, like the clothes 

and the ‘girly stuff.’” He had a cousin 
and friends that were a big help with 
his busy work schedule that comes 
with being a lineman. 
 “I absolutely love what I do,” Chad 
says. “It’s a dangerous job, but some-
body’s got to do it.”
 For linemen, there are a lot of odd 
hours. Between callouts, storm travel 
and the day-to-day schedule of a line-
man, Chad needed to plan to make 
sure Breanne was cared for. “I had to 
be prepared a lot more. If I got called 
out, where would she go? Who would 
watch her until I returned back home?” 
 But more than that, he always made 
sure to be there for Breanne. He never 
missed anything she was involved in, 
even if that meant showing up in his 
lineman gear.
 To Breanne, having Chad attend all 
her events meant everything to her. “I 

Once an uncle, forever a father

2018
Father of the Year Chad Cornwell stands with daughter Breanne Like 

and grandson Mason Like, who is now 3 months old. 
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didn’t have anybody else,” she explains. 
“I know he didn’t like softball, but it 
was my favorite. I could always count 
on looking out and seeing him right 
behind the outfield fence. For him to 
make a point to be there just meant 
the world. It meant he really cared 
and wanted to make sure I knew there 
was somebody there.”
 He even showed up to her prom 
for photos, Breanne in her dress and 
Chad in his lineman gear. “He was 
in his work attire, and we just went 
on like it was a normal day,” Breanne 
remembers. “That’s what you got used 
to, me in my work attire,” Chad says. 
Now Breanne is used to that with her 
husband. She married a lineman.
 “I honestly think that linemen are 
underappreciated,” Breanne said. “I 
don’t think people understand the 
sacrifice linemen make going out 
there and putting their life on the 
line. People think that they can just 
snap their fingers and the power 
comes back on. Not exactly how that 
works… They are doing something 
that a lot of people wouldn’t do to 
make sure that everybody has power.” 
 Chad is aware of the dangers that 

come with his job, and safety crosses 
his mind all the time. “You know 
there’s a lot of shortcuts you could 
take to make the job shorter, but it’s 
also a way of possibly getting yourself 
killed. It’s not worth taking shortcuts, 
especially when you have little ones to 
come home to.”
 Chad says raising Breanne helped 
prepare him for fatherhood today. “For 
one thing, it made me know that I 
wanted to be financially secure enough 
to have children,” Chad explains. “It 
takes a lot of money to raise children. 
My mom and dad struggled with 
finances, and I didn’t ever want to be 
like that. I was a lot older when I had 
my children, but a lot more mature and 
financially ready for it.”
 Some things didn’t change between 
then and now. Chad is still involved 
with his kids’ extracurriculars includ-
ing gymnastics, dance, basketball and 
softball. They ride ATVs just like 
Chad did with Breanne. 
 “Sometimes I wish I would have 
started when I was younger,” Chad 
admits. “Probably would have had 
more children. I’m very thankful for 
the three that I have. We had two, 

and we debated a lot on a third, but I 
decided I wanted a third child because 
of my sister’s passing.” He wanted to 
make sure that if the worst were to 
happen, his kids wouldn’t be alone.
 Chad says raising his three young 
children is easier now because he’s 
more mature and learned a lot from 
raising Breanne. “I didn’t do every-
thing right by far, but we made it,” he 
says. “I’m very proud of her and what 
she’s become.”
 He says she reminds him of his sis-
ter, especially her work ethic. “Caprice 
always worked hard in school,” and 
he pushed Breanne to do well too. 
“For me, school was first, and activi-
ties were second. The better you do in 
school, the more opportunities you’re 
going to have in the future.” This all 
paid off. Breanne graduated from the 
University of Illinois and now works 
as a chemist.
 Chad recently became a grandfa-
ther with the birth of 3-month-old 
Mason Like, and he loves being a 
grandpa. “It’s unbelievable.” Chad 
says. “It’s kind of like the third gen-
eration. I had Breanne, now I’ve got 
my own, and now he comes along.”
 On being named Father of the Year, 
Chad says, “I’m very honored and 
proud that she thought enough of me 
to nominate me for something like 
this. I didn’t do it because I had to. I 
did it because I wanted to.”

Go to icl.coop to read the submission letters 
for all the deserving dads nominated for 
Father of the Year. 

The Cornwell family gathers for a photo by a playset Father of the Year Chad 
Cornwell built for his children in the back yard. Back row, L to R, Colton and 
Claire. Front row, Breanne Like, Chad holding grandson Mason Like, and 
Leighsa holding Catelynn. 

He never missed anything 
she was involved in, even if 
that meant showing up in 
his lineman gear.
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Dan Gerard, CISSP, is 
the Chief Technology 
Officer for the 
Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives in 
Springfield.

Comment on this column

Visit icl.coop and click on Powered Up to respond. Your 
response might even be included in a future column.

Blogs and forums
 We all know the internet is a great 
resource with a wealth of information. 
In the past, I covered ways to success-
fully search and find answers. This 
month I want to focus on two specific 
locations where you can gather useful 
information and hopefully gather 
inspiration. 
 You have likely stumbled upon a 
forum at some point while surfing the 
web. It usually occurs when searching 
for information that has a shared 
common interest. Another place you 
may have landed while searching is 
a blog. Blogs can be a good resource 
because the person that is posting is 
usually passionate about the subject 
matter they are writing about. Let’s 
look at why you might utilize these 
spaces and the differences between 
them. 
 Blogs are basically journals, and the 
author controls the discussion. Even 
the name is short for web log. Most of 
the time, information is displayed in 
reverse chronological order, with the 
most recent post appearing at the top 
of the list. 
 According to Yahoo Small Business, 
there are 130 million active blog 
readers in the U.S., and 80 percent 
of U.S. online consumers trust the 
information they receive from them. 
Additionally, 61 percent of U.S. online 
consumers have made a purchase 
based on recommendations from a 
blog. I think we all agree that not 
everything you read online is true, 
however, learning from or taking rec-
ommendations from well-established 
bloggers can be a reliable source of 
information. 
 Forums also offer a great deal of 
information. Instead of one person 
being the key information provider, 
forums gain value by those that 
participate. While a forum is similar 
to a chat room in format, it is very 
different in many ways in order to be 
effective in its purpose. Posters are 
expected to behave the same way they 

would when talking to people in real-
life and should avoid using chat slang 
so everyone who reads the post can 
understand it. Posts are encouraged to 
have as much information and details 
as possible, so people can accurately 
understand what is being asked or 
explained.
 Unlike chat rooms, forums are not 
considered real time and are archived 
for the benefit of future readers. Each 
poster is at an equal level while dis-
cussing topics and bouncing ideas off 
one another. The content on a forum is 
usually limited to one particular topic. 
For instance, when I am having a 
problem with my boat, I will typically 
browse boat forums where people are 
discussing the same problem (topic) 
I am having. This is referred to as a 
thread and allows me to get several 
different viewpoints and known solu-
tions to my specific problem. 
 It is important to understand the 
many tools available to you online. 

Not only can you take advantage of 
them, you can also be a contributor to 
a forum and get involved in the con-
versation. If you like to write journals 
and let your thoughts be known, you 
might want to consider becoming a 
blogger. As a blogger, it is even pos-
sible to earn a living once you gain 
enough followers.
 Information is valuable, always seek 
to learn and contribute whenever pos-
sible. 
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EZShield Check Fraud Protection Program®: Advances up to 
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Checks as low as $3.50 per Box!*

Farmall - 00328
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00328�

God Bless America -  
00006  Leather Cover  
and Labels - 00006Ì

Live, Laugh, Love, Learn w/ 
verse “Life is not measured by the breaths we take, 
but by the moments that take our breath away” - 
00332  Leather Cover and Labels - 00332Ì

Lena Liu’s Morning 
Serenade - 00029   
Leather Cover and Labels - 00029Ì

Words of Faith w/verse  
“With God all things are possible.” - 00551 
Leather Cover and Labels - 00551Ì

Moments of Majesty -  
00001  Leather Cover  
and Labels - 00001Ì

Beach Escapes - 00743  
Leather Cover - 00697 
Labels - 00743Ì

New Day w/verse “Each day 
brings hope!” - 00447  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00447Ì

Tropical Paradise -  
00052  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 00052Ì

Challis & Roos  
Awesome Owls - 00337 
Leather Cover and Labels - 00337Ì

Chicago Blackhawks® Logo 
NHL® - 00757  Leather Cover and Labels - 00469�
More teams and colors available online!

Lightning Strikes -  
00178  Leather Cover  
and Labels - 00178Ì

Side Tear, Top Stub & Desk Sets Now Available. Order by phone or web today!
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Cowboy Boots - 00434
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00434Ì

Grandkids Rule! w/verse  
“I’d rather be with my grandkids.” - 00437  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00437Ì

Winter Calm - 00017

Leather Cover and 

Labels - 00017Ì

Classic Peanuts - 

00708  Leather Cover 

and Labels - 00708�

Thomas Kinkade’s  
Country Escapes - 00162 
Leather Cover and Labels - 00162Ì

A Walk on the Beach -  
01020  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 01020Ì

Blue Safety - 00027 
One image.  
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00155 S

Reflections - 00125
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00125 S

Parchment - 00612 
Burgundy Leather 
Cover - 00030-004   
Labels - 00032-008 S

North American  
Wildlife - 00876  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00876Ì

Faith Family Farming -  
01065  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 01065Ì

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER

1. PHONE 1-800-323-8104
 Phone Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00 am to 10:00 pm (CT)
 Sat/Sun 7:00 am to 8:00 pm (CT)
 Mention offer code to receive this special offer. 2-box minimum and processing fee 

apply. Se habla Español. Call for Signature Required Delivery option. 
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 www.BradfordExchangeChecks.com
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 3. Deposit Slip from same account Mail to address at the top of coupon 

FREE

Great Outdoors - 

00552  Leather Cover 

and Labels - 00552Ì

*Limited time offer for new customers when you 

buy 2 or 4 boxes of single top tear checks.    †See BradfordExchangeChecks.com

FREE 
Standard 
Shipping

OVER 800 EXCLUSIVE DESIGNS AVAILABLE! CALL 1-800-323-8104 OR VISIT WWW.BRADFORDEXCHANGECHECKS.COM

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to a national no-kill animal shelter.

Prayers of Serenity w/
verse “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart”- 00194  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00194Ì

American Pride - 
00930  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 00930Ì

Cowboy Round Up - 00380  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00380Ì

Rescued Is My Breed 
of Choice - 00379  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00379Ì

CHECKS WITH  

A CAUSE

Rescued is Something 
to Purr About - 00525  Leather 
Cover and Labels - 00525Ì

CHECKS WITH  

A CAUSE

  ‡For information on sales tax you may owe to your state,  
go to www.BradfordExchangeChecks.com/use-tax

Avengers - 01240  
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 01240�

Wall Street - 00167
Leather Cover and 
Labels - 00167 S

Polka Dots - 00616 
Fabric Cover and 
Labels - 00616 S

Imperial - 00165  One Image. 
Leather Cover and Labels - 00165 S

Chevron Chic - 00678 
Fabric Cover and 
Labels - 00678 S

St. Louis Cardinals™ 
MLB® Logo - 00831  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00149�

Chicago Cubs™ MLB® Logo - 
00828  Leather Cover and Labels - 00145�
All 30 teams available!

SEE THE FULL COLLECTION AT WWW.BRADFORDEXCHANGECHECKS.COM  

O R  C A L L  1-800-323-8104  TO ORDER

T H E  P E R F E C T  A C C E S S O R Y
TREAT YOURSELF OR SOMEONE SPECIAL WITH OVER 80 DESIGNS

SEE THE FULL COLLECTION AT WWW.BRADFORDEXCHANGECHECKS.COM

Ohio State University -  
00513  Leather Cover and Labels - 00513�
More teams available online!

Day of the Dead - 
01134  Fabric Cover 
and Labels - 01134Ì

Promises from God - 
01242  Leather Cover 
and Labels - 01242Ì

America’s National  
Parks - 00055  Leather 
Cover - 00151 Labels - 00055Ì

Mickey Mouse Icons - 
00903  Fabric Cover 
and Labels - 00903�

Spirit of the 
Wilderness - 00024  
Leather Cover and Labels - 00024Ì
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With the vibrant colors 
and delicate, soft petals, 

there’s an ethereal beauty to flow-
ers that can make people stop and 
admire what Mother Nature can 
provide. But you can’t grow flowers 
without getting your hands dirty.
 Audra Wyant and Mariah 
Anderson understand the hard 
work, dedication and patience 
needed for flower farming. They 
both own and operate flower 
farms in central Illinois.  
 “We work like dogs in the 
summer, so we’re up at 4 or 5 
a.m. because flowers need picked 
before it gets hot,” says Audra of 
Finding Eminence Farm. “We 
work crazy hours. Many nights we 
have miner head lamps on, plant-
ing in the dark. That’s not unique 
to anybody running a farm. It’s 
hard work, but it’s good work.”
 “June is our busiest time 
because we plant our mums in 
that month,” says Mariah of 
Triple M Farm: Mariah’s Mums 
& More. “We plant 12,000 
mums, all hand planted during a 
two-week period… It’s literally 
all hands on deck for us. We’re a 
small but mighty crew.”

Blooming with possibilities
By Colten Bradford

Finding Eminence Farm
 Finding Eminence is a 3-acre farm 
owned by Chris and Audra Wyant 
outside of Lexington that focuses on 
fresh cut flowers. In its fourth season, 
flowers are actively grown on a half-
acre, in a small hoop house and an 
additional tenth acre for perennials. 
 “It’s different than your average 
farm where you plant once, and that’s 
your entire crop for the season,” says 
Audra. “When a flower blooms, it’s 
really sweet, but when it’s on the down 
slope, it gets ripped out and something 
new goes in, which allows us to grow 
on such small acreage.”  
 Neither Chris nor Audra have 
a growing background. Chris is 
a teacher and Audra is a graphic 
designer. However, they were avid 
gardeners and decided to buy a small 
farm with the intention of becoming a 
vegetable farm, but also sell flowers. 
 “It just wasn’t working,” explains 
Audra. “I think it was because there 
are a lot of great growers in the area 
that were doing it a thousand times 
better. We quickly had to pivot. We 
couldn’t make it work, but flowers  
were working.”
 Audra says about 80 percent of the 
flower crop goes to weddings, from 
bouquets to center pieces, which 

Audra arranges herself. They also sell 
to local florists and grocery stores. 
 “There are definitely flowers that are 
way easier to grow,” admits Audra. “I 
would say the flowers hardest to grow 
are often the most profitable. They take 
so much time and effort but produce 
such beautiful blooms in the end.”
 She says while sunflowers and 
zinnias take little effort to produce, 
ranunculus and dahlias need a little bit 
more coddling. This year, Audra hopes 
to specialize in dahlias because they are 
popular with brides and florists. 
 Her favorite part of the job is the 
problem solving. “I like it when a 
bride comes with a vision, and I like 
introducing new flowers and concepts 
to people, showing what we can do 
with that vision.”
 She says her art background has 
really helped with flower arranging. 
After a lot of practice and online 
courses, Audra says flower arranging 
is like muscle memory now.
 “I never want to pretend the learn-
ing is ever done because whenever we 
think we’ve got it figured out, Mother 
Nature throws us a nice curve,” says 
Audra. “We’re getting more humble 
each year. As much as we plan and as 
hard as we work, we’re not in control. 
Mother Nature is.”

Photo courtesy of Finding Em
inence Farm
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 This year, Audra said her peonies 
were three weeks behind because of the 
unseasonably cold spring, and another 
year hail destroyed a bunch of dahlias 
right before a wedding. On other occa-
sions, there may be mildew issues, soil 
problems or pests that force them to 
tie organza bags over each bloom.  
 “I feel like no matter what, some-
thing’s always working against us,” says 
Audra. “One of the best things I learned 
when we first started, we heard a grower 
say, ‘you always have to plan for failure.’” 
 In addition to flowers, microgreens 
and salad mixes are also grown and sold 
to local grocery stores and restaurants. 

Triple M Farm: 
Mariah’s Mums & More
 Triple M Farm: Mariah’s Mums 
& More, owned by Greg and Mariah 
Anderson outside of Clinton, grows 
mums and produce. The Andersons 
grew up on small farms and found 
a home on five acres, but the intent 
wasn’t to grow mums. 
 They were visiting a pumpkin farm 
down the road, and the mum distrib-
uter didn’t show up. They were trying 
to find a new mum grower. That’s 
when Mariah had an idea. 
 “I just said, ‘Hey, we’ll grow them,’” 
Mariah remembers. “My husband 
looked at me and said, ‘What do you 
know about growing mums?’” She 
didn’t know, but she started learning 
the next day. 
 They tried their first crop of 300 
mums in 2009 and sold them to the 
pumpkin farm. “Looking back now, 
I thought they were the best-looking 
mums ever, and they were not,” 
Mariah recalls. She said they have 
learned a lot over the last nine years 
and have worked on perfecting grow-
ing practices. Much like the mums, 
the business started to grow. 
 This year, Triple M Farm is 
expected to produce 12,000 mums. As 
the mum operation started to grow, 
they began to produce vegetables. 
While the farm is on the five acres, 
they lease another 10. Mums are 
grown on a little more than one acre. 

 There’s a five-color family of mums: 
white, yellow, red, orange and purple, 
but there are hundreds of different 
varieties that you can choose. Triple 
M Farm is known for its variety 
of mums. More than 130 types are 
grown there.
 “Bigger growers will stick with 
some of those main varieties, but we 
try to get as many as we can,” Mariah 
says. “People know that they can 
come to our farm and find those really 
unique mums.”
 Mariah describes a few 
of her more unique variet-
ies: a purple daisy with a 
yellow center, a hot pink 
mum and a mum with a 
purple iridescent color. “It’s 
actually a flaw that happens 
in that mum, and that’s what 
makes it special.” 
 Mariah explained a summer with 
an unseasonably cool June. The cooler 
nights triggered the mums to start 
blooming, stunting their growth. “We 
had smaller mums that fall,” Mariah 
remembers. “I was disappointed and 
frustrated… We can’t control what 
Mother Nature decides to do.”

 It’s not all bad, though. “My 
favorite part is watching our 
mums every week as they progress 
throughout the season,” Mariah says. 
“Then when customers come out here, 
they just get so excited about them. 
They just light up.”
 Mariah’s mums are mainly used for 
fall decoration. “When things start to 
die off at the end of August, people 
want a pop of color to put on their 
porch, so they go get their pumpkins 

and then they get their fall 
mums,” says Mariah. While 

she estimates 80 percent of 
her mums are used for this 
purpose, many are sold for 
landscaping. There has also 
been a fair share of brides 

purchasing mums for their 
fall weddings.

 Triple M Farm sells flowers and 
produce directly on the farm, at local 
pumpkin patches, grocery stores and a 
farm stand. 
 Finding Eminence Farm and Triple 
M Farm are both active on Facebook 
and Instagram. Visit their websites at 
findingeminence.com and 
mariahsmums.com.
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Albion, IL
Complete HVAC, Plbg, 

& Electrical
618-445-3329
Bloomington, IL
Master Brothers
309-661-0400
Carbondale, IL
Jacobs Air  Conditioning 

&  Heating, Inc.
618-529-2989
Carlinville, IL
Gibbel Home Services
217-854-9454

Champaign, IL
Lanz Heating & Cooling
217-202-6858
Divernon, IL
Weidner Refrigeration
217-628-3400
Fairfield, IL
Hayes Plumbing and 

Heating
618-847-3121
Harrisburg, IL
Cannan Htg & Clg
618-273-4476

Jacksonville, IL
Little Heating & Air 

Conditioning
217-742-3332
Pana, IL
Holthaus Heating & 

Appliance
217-562-3631
Pekin, IL
Central Heating & A/C
309-346-6100
Steeleville, IL
Williams Heating & A/C
618-965-2040

Taylorville, IL
Yard Heating & Cooling
217-824-4737
Toluca, IL
Energy Specialists Co.
800-782-7491

Warren, IL
B&R Plumbing
815-541-8031

Winchester, IL
Little Heating & Air 

Conditioning
217-742-3332

Visit at: climatemaster.com

Cut your energy bills. ClimateMaster geothermal sys-
tems tap the constant temperature of the earth to pro-
vide heating, cooling, and hot water. Your home stays 
comfortable year-round while trimming your energy 
use by up to 80%. And now with new federal tax cred-
its, you will save an additional 30% on the total instal-
lation. Best of all, ClimateMaster systems are not only 
a good investment, they are a cleaner choice for the 
environment. To learn more about how the geothermal 
technology leader can help you cut your energy bills, 
visit climatemaster.com or call 877-436-6263 today.

Cut your heating and cooling 
costs up to 80%.



Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 “Some of my patients consider me 
the last stop for people who have vision 
loss,” said Dr. Weingart, one of only a 
few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fitting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the 
 leading cause of blindness and vision 
loss in people over 50. Despite this, 
most adults are not familiar with the 
 condition. As many as 25% of those 
over the age of 50 have some degree 
of macular degeneration. The macula 

that 56% of patients treated with a 
high-dose combination of vitamins 
experienced improved vision after six 
months.
 While age is the most significant 
risk factor for developing the disease, 
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular 
 disease, and high blood pressure have 
also been identified as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to figure out 
everything and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning, especially 
driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefit of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. Weingart. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a  consul tation, 
give Dr. McDaniel or Dr. Weingart a 
call. You can also visit our websites.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com
1-802-350-6599

Office located in Mascoutah, Illinois
Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

www.FoxValleyLowVision.com
1-800-341-8498
Located in Oswego, IL

Ronald Weingart, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.

is only one small part of the retina; 
however, it is the most sensitive and 
gives us sharp central vision. When 
it degenerates, macular  degeneration 
leaves a blind spot right in the  center of 
vision, making it difficult or  impossible 
to recognize faces, read a book, or pass 
the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
form. New research suggests vitamins 
can help. The British medical journal 
BMC Ophthalmology recently reported 

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT
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Taste of the Prairie

BraiZe By Valerie Cheatham

If you Google the word braizito, it will take you directly to 
the restaurant BraiZe and its unique stuffed sandwich, the 

BraiZito. The BraiZito is made from a hollowed-out piece 
of homemade French bread, which is then stuffed with a 
variety of ingredients. The bottom end of the bread, which 
is still intact, is buttered and grilled like a piece of garlic 
bread, resulting in a self-contained scrumptious sandwich. 
 The unique sandwich is the brainchild of best friends 
Zack Poleto and Brandon Leach, co-owners of BraiZe, 
located in the Parke Regency Hotel on GE Road in 
Bloomington. Executive Chef Poleto graduated from Le 
Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts and has worked 
for well-known chefs. Leach is general manager and holds 
degrees in finance and entrepreneurship. The strengths of 
each work together well in running the restaurant. 
 The name and concept of the restaurant are similar. In 
cooking terms, braise is cooking slowly over time to make a 
product better. BraiZe, which incorporates the first initials 
of each owner, started slowly and gradually made steps to 
make the concept better. 
 The restaurant began as a pop-up in the VFW in south 
Bloomington. Leach and Poleto thought they would do a 
catering company and offer dinner specials. They quickly 
realized that wasn’t the market they really wanted or the 
concept they preferred to pursue. 
 “We came to the point of sink or swim,” says Leach. 
“We had to come up with something we could sustain and 
a business model.”
 Leach thought they really needed to come up with a 
vehicle to showcase Poleto’s culinary talents in a mainstream 
fashion with a larger clientele. They wanted a middle of the 

road price range and figured a sandwich would be the best 
avenue. They brainstormed ways to make a sandwich more 
creative and innovative; which led to the BraiZito.
 After a lot of planning, the new sandwich, with six 
varieties, was introduced onto the menu. A local writer did 
an initial story, which gained traction, and shortly after that 
The Pantagraph, a local newspaper, also did one.  Those 
articles grabbed the attention of readers and Leach and 
Poleto found themselves scurrying to find more employees 
and increase production. However, space was very limited 
at the VFW and they struggled to keep up. 
 On April 1, 2017, BraiZe relocated and opened for 
business in the Parke Regency. “Growing pains are always 
tough,” Leach explains. “We added a bar, wait staff and extra 
hours. Then we had to fill the place with tables and get the 
new staff up to par.” It now has 20 employees and an outdoor 
patio. They also had to navigate combining the hotel catering 
service with the restaurant. BraiZe now provides catering for 
weddings and large events at the hotel, which gives Poleto 
another avenue for creativity in designing menus. 
 The BraiZito has been around for four years, and they still 
love the concept but admit to hating the process. Preparing 
the bread takes two days to bake enough for 200-400 
sandwiches daily and hollowing out each piece. That process 
has proven to be monotonous and tedious, especially since 
the bottom must remain uncut. Leach explains they have 
tried many techniques, but nothing has made the job easier. 
People love the BraiZito, so they will continue to look for 
new possibilities to make the job easier.
  The BraiZe menu has a variety of 10 BraiZitos, salads, 
soup, appetizers, desserts and a kid’s menu. There is also 

Co-owners Zack Poleto and Brandon Leach
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BraiZe
Located in the Parke Regency Hotel  
on GE Road in Bloomington. 
Phone: 309-262-2270

Hours:
Closed Mondays
Tues.-Thurs. – 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. – 11 a.m. – 12 a.m.
Sun. – 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.

www.braizefood.com 

a full bar with local beers featured. All menu items have 
clever names such as Carny Bites, one of its most popular 
appetizers which are fried sweet corn fritters with cheddar 
cheese and a side of honey butter. Another popular 
appetizer is Goonies - wontons filled with lobster, cream 
cheese and green onions, served with a sweet Thai chili 
sauce. They are crunchy on the outside with a creamy filling 
and the sauce is a great complement.
 My group enjoyed three different BraiZitos. The Rasta 
is a Jamaican jerk chicken with bacon, swiss, romaine and 
reggae sauce, and the Rocky is stuffed with house made 
Italian beef, mozzarella and your choice of mild, medium or 
hot freshly made giardiniera, served with au jus. The weekly 
special was the Greek Lightning filled with chicken, grilled 
peppers, cheese and tzatziki sauce. All were fresh, hot and 
full of flavor. The thinly sliced sweet potato chips were 
crispy and had just the right amount of salt. All entrees 
come with your choice of the chips, French fries, coleslaw 
or potato salad. You can also choose any sandwich and 
make it into either three tacos or a salad. 
 The price of BraiZitos vary from $9.25 for the Royale, 
a combination of beef, swiss, cheddar, green pepper, onion 
and house Thousand Island, to $15.50 for the Maine 
Squeeze, with a luscious filling of fresh lobster, lobster 
salad, romaine lettuce and clarified butter. Appetizers range 
from $4.25 for the BraiZe Bits to $9.95 for the Fried 
Pearls, lightly battered fried oysters. Salads vary from $6.75 
- $7.95, and the kids can eat for $4.75 to $5.95. Active duty 
or retired military and senior citizens receive a 15 percent 
discount on all food and non-alcoholic beverages. Food 
service is available until 9 p.m. and during the summer it 
has a late-night menu. BraiZe also hosts live, local music 
on Friday and Saturday nights, trivia on Tuesday evenings, 
and half-price appetizers on Sundays. 
 Leach and Poleto feel strongly about giving back to the 
community and are involved with many local charities and 
festivals. They also collaborate with local breweries and 
others to help promote local business. Just as they promote 
local businesses, why not support them?

The Goonies

Carny Bites

The Rasta
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Outdoors

Take a kid fishing  By Mike Roux

Young angler CJ Dietrich showed patience beyond his years in out fishing his grandpa 
and catching a great stringer of nice bluegill.  (Photo by Mike Roux) 

 Of all the outdoor activities I write 
about, this is one of my favorites. It 
combines two of my top ten loves in 
the world – my children and fishing. 
In the past 23 years, since my wife 
Nancy and I married and combined 
our families into one, I have had five 
of the most enthusiastic young anglers 
a father could ask for. Now I have four 
wonderful grandkids and, not only do 
they love to fish, they love the outdoors, 
and for that I am very grateful.
 I remember a month ago when my 
grandson Connor, better known as CJ, 
and I were turkey hunting. As much 
as he liked putting on the camo and 
using the calls, his first question was, 
“Can we hit a farm pond after we 
get through hunting?” I smiled and 
answered affirmatively. We were both 
tickled with my answer.
 I asked CJ what bait he wanted to 
use, as we arrived at the pond about  
9 a.m. “Worm and a bobber,” he said, 
as if he had been doing this for 20 
years. He said that way he might be able 
to catch bluegill and crappie. Where 
did this 9-year-old learn so much about 
fishing? Silly question, huh?
 As we worked our away methodically 
around the 2-acre impoundment, 
studying each cast before we made 
them, CJ picked a spot and never 
moved his feet for over an hour. 
He varied his casting direction and 
the length of his casts, but he never 
changed positions. He out fished me 
on bluegill three to one.
 When you take a kid fishing, 
be prepared for one thing – 
communication. It is a great 
opportunity to listen and 
communicate with your youngster, 
and it will be an experience you will 
both treasure for a lifetime.
 It can be a chance to talk about 
nature, his or her school, friends and 
things they like or dislike. You get the 
idea. Plus, it builds a foundation that 
will keep that youngster focused on this 

great American sport for many years 
to come. Make it the most pleasurable 
outing you can imagine for the child.
  Plan your trip to some place that is 
easily accessible and is sure to produce 
some catching – a city pond stocked 

with trout, crappie or bluegill,  
a fishing pier, or even a pay-
per-catch pond or lake that is 

heavily stocked.  
 When you plan that first trip for a 
youngster, it is very important to make 
it a short, but exciting adventure. A 
child’s attention span can be short, so 
hold your trip to two or three hours, 
just long enough to catch a bunch of 
fish. Do not drag out the event for sev-
eral hours and let the kid get bored.

 Remember, catching is the key 
to keeping their attention. Target 
the easiest to catch species in the 
particular water you are fishing. Not 
every child has fished as much as CJ 
and may not be satisfied catching one 
or two fish a trip. Panfish are the best 
bet, and a can of worms or a tube of 
crickets will usually get the job done.
 Most any fish will hit these live 
baits, and there is nothing more 
exciting for a kid than to see their 
bobber disappear and know there 
is a fish on their line. They feel that 
vibration and the tug on their rod, 
and they often get hysterical they’re 
having so much fun. Therein lies the 
magic of teaching your child to fish. 
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FS 56 RC-E
GAS TRIMMER

Straight-shaft grass trimmer 
with a fuel-effi cient engine 
and STIHL Easy2Start™

$21999

FS 38  |  $12999

 GAS-POWERED TRIMMER

BATTERY POWEREDGASOLINE POWERED

FSA 45  |  $12999

BATTERY-POWERED TRIMMER

FS 91 R GAS TRIMMER

Professional trimmer packed with features for 
simplifi ed and convenient trimming

$30 Mail-in Rebate. $29999 after rebate. 
See dealer for details. $32999 CDC-SRP.
Through 6/30/18.

$29999
AFTER REBATE

BG 50 GAS BLOWER

The lightest gasoline-powered handheld blower in the STIHL lineup

$13999

STIHLDEALERS.COM
REV18CDCILCOJ-22-139159-3.indd   1 4/13/18   4:29 PM
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 To submit a photo
 Online: 

icl.coop/snapshots 
 Email:

cbradford@aiec.coop 

 Mail:
Illinois Country Living 
Attn: Colten Bradford
PO Box 3787 
Springfield IL 62708 

 Rules:
 Please include high-quality digital files or an original 
we can scan. When submitting, include details about the 
photo, artist’s name and the co-op name.
 If you would like us to return your work, include a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. We are not respon-
sible for photos lost in the mail.
 We retain reprint and online rights. 
Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full terms and conditions.
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Signs of summer
1 Ed Purmann 
Jo-Carroll Energy
Baby deer hiding

2 Brinna Johnson
Clay Electric Co-operative
My cat Felix exploring up in a tree.

3 Joyce Lutz
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative
This beautiful bird frequently visits our breakfast nook 
window, inviting me to take her picture.

4 MaryJane Boes 
Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative
Duckling that appears to be waving

5 Brittney Royse
Norris Electric Cooperative
This is a picture of 2-year-old Westen, a future farmer 
in training.

6 Pat Huth

Corn Belt Energy Corporation
Storm clouds approaching Saybrook, Ill. 

*photo descriptions have been edited for clarity and space

Upcoming themes
August – Scenic Illinois
September – Man’s best friend
October – Kids in costumes
November – Colors of the fall

2



Our
63rd
year

OUT!OUTOUTOU !
Get the

Muck

Marble size AquaClearTM Pellets
clear your lake or pond bottom.

800-328-9350

KillLakeWeeds.com

PO Box 10748, DEPT. 687X,
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748

PO Box 10748, DEPT. 687X,
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748

AQUACIDE CO.

Beneficial microorganisms.  Restore
balance in natural and man made
surface waters.  Increase water
clarity. Improve water quality.
Eliminate black organic muck.

A 10 lb. bag treats 0.5 to 1.0 acres 
                  $91.00
A 50 lb. bag treats 2.5 to 5.0 acres
                $327.00
Apply weekly for 4 weeks, then monthly
to maintain.  No water use restrictions!
              FREE SHIPPING!

OUOU
Get the

Marble size AquaClearMarble size AquaClear

Order online today, or request free information.

BUILT STRONGER.
LOOKS BETTER. LASTS LONGER.

RESIDENTIAL | FARM | EQUESTRIAN | COMMERCIAL | COMMUNITY | REPAIRS

When you build with Morton, you
build something that lasts. A Morton
stands the test of time—we’ve been
at this for more than 110 years after
all. What got us here is simple: 
our materials, our people and a 
warranty that beats all others.

©2018 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Ref Code 607

800-447-7436 • mortonbuildings.com

#4273

Morton_ILCountryLiv_6.18.qxp_Layout 1  4/12/18  3:00 PM  Page 1
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Call for FREE DVD and Catalog!

    888-213-2343
DRfieldbrush.com

TOLL
FREE

Faster…Easier...
Lower-Priced!

NEW and IMPROVED
DR® Field and Brush Mowers

Mow fi elds, brush, 
even saplings 
with never-
before ease!

20 HP, 
PRO MAX-34

   NEW WIDE CUT MODELS 
for faster mowing!

NEW POWER STEERING 
for easier handling!

NEW LOW PRICES 
reduced up to $500!

ROUGH CUT & FINISH MOWERS— 
the most complete selection available.

Faster…Easier...
Lower-Priced!

 Field and Brush Mowers

Mow fi elds, brush, 
even saplings 

20 HP, 20 HP, 
PRO MAX-34

   NEW WIDE CUT MODELS 
for faster mowing!

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY
Call or go online for details.

FREE SHIPPING
6 MONTH TRIAL

ATTENTION: TRACTOR AND ATV OWNERS!
NEW MODELS starting at $139999

(217) 864-5424 | t_lynch@mtzion.com   
      www.mtzconventioncenter.com 

Mt. Zion Convention Center 
Beautiful and elegant venue, perfect  

for your wedding and reception!  
3 Elegant & Modern Ballrooms 

Can Accommodate Up To 800 Guests 

5 Full-Service Caterers To Choose From 

Experienced Event Staff Will Be There To Help 
Make Your Day Special! 

Beyond The Barn Farm Tour

Saturday, June 16, 2018
10am - 4pm

jodaviesscfb.com
Beyond The Barn 

Farm Tour
Saturday, June 16, 2018

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
jodaviesscfb.com



 

mother
nature

looks like

protect what matters

DIY KIT 30 x 36 

Starting at $8,559

Check out  our new 3D
designer on our website!

Visit WorldwideSteelBuildings.com for more information.Visit WorldwideSteelBuildings.com for more information.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256.

icl.coop

Go to our website for past 
issues of Illinois Country Living

Call the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs!

1-800-748-0645
Mobile Home Super Insulated

Roof Over Systems

Factory Direct from Roof King
40 Year Warranty

 — Since 1982 —

www.roofking.net

Wanted to buy: Standing 
timber, all species except 
pine. Lumber & Pallet 
material for sale. Southern 
Illinois Area. 618‑893‑4223.

Satisfied with your 
Health Insurance?

Dryden-Kamis 
Insurance Agency

1-877-695-0245

Why pay more and get less?
There is another choice to 

Obamacare!

Hospital
Surgical

Doctor Visits
Medicine Labs
Fixed Benefits

$5 Million Lifetime Max
Crisis Recovery

Enhanced Accident Options

Get a free quote over the phone with no 
obligations or reserve a spot at one of 

our dinner seminars at NO cost!

Deductible & Premium too high?

ANY 

ANY
Hospital

Doctor

All your favorite sports & more on the go.

Watch TV Anywhere  

QUAD CITIES • (563) 265-2450 
4038 Utica Ridge Road, Bettendorf, IA

WESTERN IL • (217) 212-2074 
101 N. Industrial Park Drive, Pittsfield, IL

NORTHERN IL • (815) 200-1255 
320 John St., Pecatonica, IL

SOUTHERN IL • (618) 205-6998 
11580 IL Route 37, Marion, IL

CENTRAL IL • (309) 215-9595 
1103 Martin Luther King Unit 3A, Bloomington, IL 

Call now to schedule a free demo!

Watching live or recorded TV anywhere requires the free DISH Anywhere app, an internet-connected Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3, and compatible mobile device.

PR
EM
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58
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Document Ref: 7FCII-VKB55-YB2PN-CVGUT Page 6 of 6

WINDMILL Service
Paul’s

• Old Fashioned, Pumping Type
• New & Reconditioned Windmills
• Complete Installation & Repair 

 Service
• Specialize in Large Mills to Fill Ponds

217-897-6699
millfixr1@aol.com

www.paulswindmillservice.com

  
CONNECT WITH US



$3,650only

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

 

 
  

 

Open Monday - Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 

 
 

 

 
 

Free EstimatesCall Toll Free

Call for FREE DVD and Catalog!

    888-213-2343TOLL
FREE
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DRchipper.com DRstumpgrinder.com

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY
Call or go online for details.

FREE SHIPPING
6 MONTH TRIAL

•  Chip big branches up to 
5.75" thick!

•  Self-feeding models 
available. No more force-
feeding!

•  Powerful engines spin big 
fly-wheels (up to 62 lbs.), 
generating massive chipping force!

•  Models that shred yard and garden 
waste as well as CHIP branches.

Starting 
at just

$69999

PTO 
MODELS 

AVAILABLE!

LOWEST
PRICES 
EVER!

All New 
DR® CHIPPERS 
Larger Capacity, Lower Prices!

Grind Away ANY 
Size Stump FAST!

LOWEST 
PRICE
EVER!
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The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses carbide-
tipped cutting teeth (taking 360 “bites” per 
second) to reduce any stump to a pile of 
woodchips. Grinds stumps below ground 
level so they are gone forever!

•  Faster, safer and easier  
than digging, burning, 
or using chemicals.

•  New, more powerful and 
lower-priced models.

•  Now towable with 
your riding mower 
or ATV. NEW Self-Propelled Model Available!

Give your family the 
opportunity to learn new customs 

and cultures while sharing 
with a young person what it 

means to be American.

Host an EXCHANGE STUDENT with 
Global Insights! Students are be-
tween the ages of 15-18, have their 
own spending money, and are fully 
insured. Host families provide room 
and board and lots of LOVE!

Call Carolyn at 618-592-3134 
(1-888-246-7863) 

or email at info@globalinsights.org.
(Also seeking local Area Representatives)

OIL PORTRAITS & LANDSCAPES
Commission an original work of art.

10% Off most sizes
Contact Becky Barker - Artist

815-635-3772 or rbarker01@frontier.com

 Sick camper refrigerator?
Specializing 35 years in
rebuilding cooling units. New 
and used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL.

✷ 851-992-3605 ✷ 

➧SAVE AD!
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        JUNE

For a complete listing of Events, visit our website www.icl.coop
 

Date Book Highlights

Cogs & Corsets – A Steampunk Happening
WHEN: June 1-3, 2018, Friday kickoff at  
 5 p.m., all day Sat.-Sun.
WHERE: 200 N. Main St. in historic  
 downtown Bloomington
COST: Free
CONTACT: Melanie Shellito at 309-287-4991

Martinsville Heritage Days

WHEN: June 8-10, 2018, Friday kickoff at 7 p.m., Sat.-Sun. all day
WHERE: Linn Park and Martinsville Fairgrounds, 620 S. York St., 
 Martinsville
COST: Free
FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.martinsvilleheritagedays.com

The Lloyd Wood Show (Country Music/Comedy) will kick off the weekend 
with a concert in Linn Park at 7 p.m. Dine in the park prior to the concert with 
specialty foods available from local eateries. Weekend activities will be held at the 
Martinsville Fairgrounds. Activities will kick off Saturday morning at 9 a.m. with a 
Horse Farming Demonstration and the spectacular Draft Horse, Hafflinger, Show 
Pony and Mini Horse Show will take place in front of the grandstands starting at 
1 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. There will be activities for all ages including a corn 
hole tournament, petting zoo, crafts and your favorite food vendors. David Davis 
Ministries will close out the weekend with Cowboy Church at 7 p.m.  

Three Illinois women during the Civil War

 WHEN: June 3, 2018, 2 p.m.
WHERE: Iroquois County Historical Society, 103 W. Cherry St., 
 Watseka
COST: Free
CONTACT: Vickie Webster, 815-429-3595 

Betty Kay portrays three women who greatly impacted history during the 
Civil War. One is dressed as a soldier, another is a nurse who established 300 
field hospitals, and Julia Grant, wife of General Grant. In honor of the 200th 
anniversary of the Iroquois County Historical Society, this free program is 
offered in the historic courtroom of the Old Court House Museum. 

Elmwood Strawberry Festival
WHEN: June 2, 2018 – all day
WHERE: Central Park at the Corners of  
 Magnolia and Main Streets, Elmwood
COST: Free
CONTACT: Elmwood Strawberry Festival  
 Committee, 309-742-3711

This is a family-friendly event for Steampunk 
fans and newbies alike. The festival plans 
some special events including a Tesla coil 
demonstration, costume contest, Makers’ 

Faire with lots of Steampunk gadgets, 
Splendid Teapot racing (Google it), 

musical entertainment, children’s 
activities and much more. For 
more information visit the 
Facebook page: Cogs & Corsets: 

A Steampunk Happening. 

This all-day festival features everything 
strawberry from shortcake and pizza to 
strawberry sundaes and other delicacies. 
There is a strawberry bake off, craft show, 
car show, human foosball tournament, 
food trucks and entertainment. Visit 

the Elmwood Strawberry Festival 
Facebook page for craft vendor details 

and festival updates and more 
information at www.facebook.com/
elmwoodstrawberryfest/ 



and it isn’t just corn.

You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 
geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy in your own backyard to provide savings of up 
to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. That’s money in the bank and a smart investment in your family’s 
comfort. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure.

visit waterfurnace.com
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace 
International, Inc. ©2018 WaterFurnace International, Inc.

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 429-1105

Delevan
Jeckel Plmb & Htg
(309) 244-8265

Flora/Fairfield
Electro-Electric
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden & Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg
(309) 965-2604

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric
(618) 943-2243

Macomb
Arnold Bros. Htg & Clg
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D & C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Mt. Vernon
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Petersburg
Collins Plmb, Htg & Clg
(217) 793-8031

Thomasboro
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125

Virden
Snells Plmb
(217) 965-3911



LANDGUYS.NET
2925 S. Meadowbrook Rd., Suite G Springfield, IL 62711 LandGuys, LLC

SCOTT WHITTINGTON  
Owner/Managing Broker
217.341.8526

HUNTING LAND IS STILL  IN  

HIGH DEMAND

NATHAN CUMPTON
 815.878.6780

CHASE BURNS
 309.368.0370

DON FALLER
 217.556.8358

JARED WILLIAMS
 217.741.5234

MATT COX
 309.221.1764

ZACK SISK
 309.840.1182

LT TAYLOR
 815.441.9750

GEORGE CHANDLER
 309.371.8004

TOBY STAY
 217.257.6096

DON WAGNER
 309.335.2894

TONY SMOTHERMAN
 615.828.8900

ADAM FENCIK
 217.242.0716

CALL 217.899.1240 TO TALK WITH YOUR LOCAL LAND BROKER




