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SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative     Eldorado, Illinois

President’s
Comments

Dustin Tripp
President/CEO
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READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER:
Sherman Rider Jr., Shawneetown, IL

the cost of power as well as material and 
equipment to maintain our  distribution 
system to ensure  reliable  service, a small 
increase in overall retail rates is needed 

at this time.
Your cooperative takes rate 

 decisions very seriously as we 
 realize the impact rates have on 

our members. Your  cooperative’s 
goal is to make rate adjustments that are fair 
and  equitable for all  members. As a not-for-
pro� t  organization, your  cooperative does 
not strive to produce  pro� ts for shareholders 
and investors but must maintain a sound 
� nancial position for the membership. Your 
cooperative has approved rate adjustments 
that will be e� ective with the May electric 
bills. Beginning with the May electric bill, 
the service availability charge will increase 
slightly for each rate class. You will also see 
a slight adjustment in the energy rate (kwh). 
According to current projections, this should 
be the only retail rate increase that is needed 
for the next few years.

Your cooperative’s electric rate consis-
tently ranks among the lowest electric rates 
in the state. For 2017, your cooperative’s rate 
to the average residential member was the 
second lowest out of 25 electric cooperatives 
in the state of Illinois. Your cooperative will 
continue to work diligently to improve and 
enhance the level of service and  reliability 
that you receive while keeping rates 
a� ordable.

See you next month and as always, “We’ll 
keep the lights on for you.”

As mentioned in  previous 
 articles, your electric 

 cooperative operates and 
maintains a comprehensive 
 distribution system that  consists 
of a network of 35 transmis-
sion to distribution  substations, 
over 3,400 miles of distribution 
line that stretches across all or 
parts of 10  counties in south-
eastern Illinois to bring electricity to over 
24,000 accounts in the rural areas. To put 
the size of your  cooperative’s  distribution 
system into perspective, if you would stretch 
our  distribution system across the United 
States, it would start in Los Angeles, Calif. 
and stretch all the way to Portland, Maine 
and still have 300 miles left over. As you can 
imagine, your  cooperative makes signi� cant 
investments in the  distribution system every 
year to replace aging infrastructure and 
 performs a variety of maintenance activities 
to ensure that members receive a reliable 
electric supply.

Historically, electric systems recovered 
the � xed costs associated with  building, 
 operating and maintaining  distribution 
 systems through the variable energy 
 component (kwh charge) and the  remaining 
through the service availability charge. As the 
economy, energy e�  ciencies and member 
owned generation continues to change, the 
amount of energy (kwh) delivered by the 
cooperative to residential accounts remains 
� at or declines while energy (kwh) sales 
to large industrial accounts has declined 
signi� cantly. In  addition, the last retail rate 
increase occurred three years ago. Due to a 
decline in energy (kwh) sales and increases in 
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Putting safety first this month – 
and throughout the year
It’s May – and SouthEastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative is celebrating National Electrical Safety 
Month. While safety for our members is top  priority 
year-round, Electrical Safety Month is a time to 
acknowledge the importance of safety excellence. 

�is year, we’re focusing on electrical safety in the 
home. Electricity is the cause of over 140,000 �res 
each year,  resulting in more than 500 deaths, 4,000 
 injuries and 1.6 billion in property damage, according to 
Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI). 

�ere are many measures you can take to ensure the 
safety of your loved ones. Use these helpful tips from 
ESFI to safeguard your home.

In the kitchen
 Vacuum refrigerator coils every three months to 

 eliminate dirt buildup that can reduce e�ciency and 
create �re hazards. 

 Ensure all countertop appliances are located away 
from the sink. 

 All appliance cords should be placed away from 
hot surfaces. Pay particular 
attention to cords around 
toasters, ovens and ranges. 
Cords can be damaged by 
excess heat.

 �e top and the area above 
the cooking range should be 
free of combustibles, such 
as potholders and plastic 
 utensils. Storing these items 
on or near the range may 
result in �res or burns.

Light the way to safety
 �e wattage of the bulbs 

you use in your home 
should match the  wattage 
 indicated on the light 
 �xture. Overheated �xtures 
can lead to a �re.

 Check lamp cords to make 
sure they are in good 
 condition – not damaged 
or cracked. Do not attempt 
to repair damaged cords 
yourself. Take any item with 
a damaged power cord to an 
authorized repair center.

 Extension cords should not 
be used to provide power 

on a long-term or permanent basis. Have additional 
receptacles installed by a professional to provide 
power where needed.

Be prepared
 Nearly two-thirds of �re deaths result from �res 

in homes without working smoke alarms. Smoke 
alarms should be located on every level of your home, 
inside each bedroom and outside each sleeping area.

 Test smoke alarms every month. Batteries should be 
replaced at least once a year – or sooner if indicated 
in the manufacturers’ instructions. All smoke alarms 
should be replaced at least every 10 years.

 Talk to your family about an emergency plan in 
the event of a �re in your home. If you have small 
 children, include them in planning an emergency 
escape route – they are more likely to remember the 
plan if they’re involved in creating it. 

Electrical safety awareness and education can save 
lives. For more tips and information about electrical 
safety, visit use www.es�.org.
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Surplus equipment for sale

 All items are to be sold AS IS. �e descriptions 
on the items are to the best of the cooperative’s 
knowledge. �ere are no warranties existing which 
extend beyond the description of the goods sold. 
 �e above surplus equipment is available for 
sale and may be viewed at the main headquarters, 
100 Cooperative Way, Carrier Mills, IL from noon 
to 4 p.m. Wednesday, May 9, 2018. Sealed bids 
are to be submitted by 4 p.m. Wednesday, May 16, 
2018.
 Bid forms will be available on site during the 
viewing and can be submitted at that time. If you 
choose to write out your bid, please designate the 
UNIT Number you wish to bid on, your bid price, 
name, address and telephone number. Bids are to be 
for an exact dollar amount.
 Please mark “SEALED BID” on the outside of 
your envelope and send it to: Je� Crisp, Surplus 
Equipment, SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., P.O. Box 1001, Carrier Mills, 
IL 62930.

8. 2008 Ram 5500, Vin# 3D6WC76A38G247220, 
19,500 GVWR, 4x2, 84"CA, 6.7L Cummins Diesel, 
Automatic Transmission, Unit# 81G, Mileage 
166,XXX, 5,465 Engine Hours, IMT Dominator 11' 
Mechanic Service Body, Van Air RC40 Hydraulic 
Air Compressor, LiftMoore Model 2700AR Corner 
Mount Crane. Minimum Bid $28,500

9. 2008 Ram 4500, Vin# 3D6WC66AO8G113842, 
16,500 GVWR, 4x2, 84” CA, 6.7L Cummins 
Diesel, Automatic Transmission, Unit# 83G, 
Mileage 170,XXX, 4,659 Engine Hours, Knapheide 
Mechanics Body, Honda 11HP Gas Powered 30 
Gallon Air Compressor, LiftMoore 2700AR Corner 
Mount Crane. Minimum Bid $26,000

10. 2012 Dodge Ram 1500 ST, Vin# 
1C6RD7KTXCS156316, Crew Cab, 4x4, 5.7L V8 
Hemi, Automatic Transmission, Unit 125A, Mileage 
224,XXX. Minimum Bid $6,125

11. 2007 Dodge Ram 1500 ST, 
Vin#1D7HU18P77J616917, Quad Cab, 4x4, 4.7L 
V8, Automatic Transmission, Unit 73A, Mileage 
209,XXX. Minimum Bid $5,500

12. 2007 Dodge Ram 1500 
ST,Vin#1D7HU18P07J533541, Quad Cab, 4X4, 
4.7L V8, Automatic Transmission, Unit 77A, Mileage 
164,XXX. Minimum Bid $6,200

13. 2004 Brush Bandit Model 250 Disc Chipper, 
Serial #019383, Cummins B3.9 Diesel Engine, 12" 
Diameter Capacity, Lift Cylinder, Manual Feed, 
Hydraulic Winch, Electric Brakes, Unit 7DC, Hours: 
1054. Minimum Bid $13,000

1. *2011 Ram 5500, Vin# 3D6WU7EL9BG621031, 
19,500 GVWR, 4x4, 84"CA, 6.7L Cummins, 
Automatic Transmission, Unit# 118B, Mileage 
176,XXX, 7,557 Engine Hours, Altec AT40M 
Material Handler Serial #0711CZ0557, 905 
P.T.O. Hours, Brand FX Fiberglass Service Body. 
Minimum Bid $28,000

2. *2011 Ram 5500, Vin# 3D6WU7EL7BG621030, 
19,500 GVWR, 4X4, 84”CA, 6.7L Cummins, 
Automatic Transmission, Unit# 113B, Mileage 
199,XXX, 10,291 Engine Hours, Altec AT40M 
Material Handler Serial #0711CZ0559, 2,045 
P.T.O. Hours, Brand FX Fiberglass Service Body. 
Minimum Bid $27,000

3. *2010 Ram 5500, Vin# 3D6WD7EL5AG126470, 
19,500 GVWR, 4x4, 84"CA, 6.7L Cummins, 
Automatic Transmission, Unit# 108B, Mileage 
195,XXX, 10,550 Engine Hours, Altec AT40M 
Material Handler Serial #1209CZ0142, 1963 
P.T.O. Hours, Brand FX Fiberglass Service Body. 
Minimum Bid $26,000

4. *2007 Freightliner M2-106, 
Vin#1FVACYDJ87HY09730, 37,600 GVWR, 
Mercedes MBE-900 Diesel, Allison Automatic 
Transmission, Unit# 74C, Front Winch, Mileage 
141,XXX, 11,935 Engine Hours, Altec DM47BR 
Digger Derrick with Platform, Upper Controls, 
Boom Tip Winch, Serial #0107DV2565, 4,579 P.T.O. 
Hours, Altec Service Body. Minimum Bid $27,500

5. *2007 Freightliner M2-106, 
Vin#1FVACYDJX7HY09731, 37,600 GVWR, 
Mercedes MBE-900 Diesel, Allison Automatic 
Transmission, Unit 74C, Front Winch, Mileage 
144,XXX, 11,897 Engine Hours, Altec DM47BR 
Digger Derrick with Platform, Upper Controls, 
Boom Tip Winch, Serial #0806DV2168, 3,315 P.T.O. 
Hours, Altec Service Body. Minimum Bid $27,500

6. *2000 International 4900, Vin# 
1HTSDAAN1YH323129, 33,000 GVWR, 
DT466-E Diesel, Automatic Transmission, Unit# 
00L, Mileage 101,XXX, 9,450 Engine Hours, Altec 
AM755 Two Man Platform, Material Handler, 
Serial #0500U2449, 4739 P.T.O. Hours, Altec 
Service Body. Minimum Bid $15,000

7. *1997 Freightliner FL70, Vin# 
AFV6HFBA3VH806679, 33,000 GVWR, 5.9L 
Cummins Diesel, 6 Speed Manual Transmission, 
Unit# 97L, Mileage 57,XXX, 6,911 Engine Hours, 
Lift All LAN 50-2-E, Two Man Platform, Non 
Material Handler, Serial #5676059751LAN, 3,398 
P.T.O. Hours, T Box Flatbed Body. 
Minimum Bid $10,000

* Altec will be handling the sale of units 1-7. 
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Like us on Facebook!

1.   Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser vice 
panels. If you have break ers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position.

2.   If you have a meter pole, check the main break er 
pan el just be low the meter socket. If the break er is in the 
“OFF” po si tion, check all of your wir ing from the meter 
pole to your var i ous build ings. If the wiring ap pears to be 
okay, re set the break er to the “ON” po si tion.

3.   If you still do not have pow er, check with neigh bors 
to see if they have power.

4.   To report a power failure or other emer gen cy, please 
phone 1-877-399-8405. � is phone num ber is monitored 
around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage 
and emergency calls.

5.   Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s 
au to mat ed outage reporting system and will be identi-
� ed au to mat i cal ly through ANI (Automatic Number 
Iden ti �  ca tion). An out age record will then be generated 

for your location. Please note that the phone number from 
which you place the call will be the num ber used to gen er-
 ate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, mem bers having touch-tone phones may simply 
enter their seven-digit phone number (without area code) 
in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-
tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is im por-
 tant you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the out age. Retrieving messages and entering them into 
the system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only 
a message that will help in res to ra tion of electric service. 
Do not remain on the line for an operator because a live 
operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a cur rent 
listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the 
Cooperative of any changes in your telephone number.

6.   Handling out age calls electronically allows you to 
re port power fail ures very quickly. Once your outage has 
been re port ed, it will be dis patched to repair per son nel who 
will restore your outage as soon as pos si ble. Calling back 
re peat ed ly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the e� orts of other mem bers who are trying to 
re port out ag es.

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions

POWER OUTAGE

OUTAGE CALLS ONLY 1-877-399-8405

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc.
100 Cooperative Way • Carrier Mills, IL 62917-2275

618-273-2611 or 800-833-2611 • O�  ce hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F

Our cooperati ve will 
be closed on Monday, 
May 28th,
in honor of
Memorial Day.




