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President's Report The power behind your power
By Anne Prince

 As April arrives, it brings with 
it the showers that produce 
spring 
 owers. It also heralds 
the beginning of a poten-
tially stormy season that 
can inherently include 
power outages. While 
Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative strives to pro-
vide reliable electricity to our 
members, there are times when Mother 
Nature has other plans. Most of us can ride 
out a storm from the comfort and con-
venience of our homes. However, there is 
a group of professionals that spring into 
action when the weather takes a turn for the 
worst – co-op lineworkers. 

One of the most dangerous jobs
 Braving stormy weather and other 
challenging conditions, lineworkers often 
must climb 40 or more feet in the air, 
carrying heaving equipment to restore 
power. Listed as one of the 10 most 
dangerous jobs in the U.S., lineworkers 
must perform detailed tasks next to high 
voltage power lines. To help keep them 
safe, lineworkers wear specialized protective 
clothing and equipment at all times when 
on the job. � is includes special � re-resistant 
clothing that will self-extinguish, limiting 
potential injuries from burns and sparks. 
Insulated and rubber gloves are worn in 
tandem to protect them from electrical 
shock. While the gear performs a critical 
function, it also adds additional weight 
and bulk, making the job more complex.
 In addition to the highly visible tasks 
lineworkers perform, their job today goes 
far beyond climbing to the top of a pole 
to repair a wire. � ey are also information 

experts that can pinpoint an outage 
from miles away and restore power 

remotely. Line crews use their 
laptops and cell phones to map 
outages, take pictures of the 

work they have done and 
troubleshoot problems. In 
our community, Spoon 
River Electric Cooperative 

lineworkers are responsible 
for keeping 1,272 miles of lines across � ve 
counties working, in order to bring power 
to your home and our local community 
24/7, regardless of the weather, holidays or 
personal considerations. 
 While some of the tools that lineworkers 
use have changed over the years, namely 
the use of technology, the dedication to 
the job has not. Being a lineworker is not 
a glamourous profession. At its essence, it 
is inherently dangerous, requiring them to 
work near high voltage lines in the worst of 
conditions, at any times of the day or night. 
During hurricanes, wild� res or storms, 
crews often work around the clock to restore 
power. While April is known for spring 
showers, there is also a day set aside to 
“thank a lineworker.” 
 Lineworker Appreciation Day is April 9. 
So during the month of April, if you see a 
lineworker, please pause to say thank you to 
the power behind your power. Let them know 
you appreciate the hard work they do to keep 
the lights on, regardless of the conditions.

 Anne Prince writes on consumer and 
cooperative a	 airs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington, 
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900-
plus consumer-owned, not-for-pro­ t electric 
cooperatives.
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Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative – 

By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,272

Number of members served: 5,022
Number of power poles 

in territory: 29,361

SMALL CHANGE THAT CHANGES LIVES!

To apply for Operati on Round Up 
grant money, 

call the offi  ce 309-647-2700 for more informati on or 
check out our website (www.srecoop.org)

District 1: Carline Johnson

District 2: Sheila Blout

District 3: Kevin Tarter

District 4: Anna Gift os

District 5: Victor Miller

District 6: Richard Booth

District 7: Craig Brooks

District 8: Debby Egbert

District 9: Clara Kay Nott  

Committ ee Members of 
Operati on Round Up.

Energy E�  ciency 
Tip of the Month
Make sure your refrigerator door 
seals are airtight for maximum energy 
e	  ciency. Test the seal by closing the 
door over a piece of paper (so that it’s 
half in and half out). If you can easily 
pull the piece of paper out, your seal 
may need to be replaced or the latch 
may need to be adjusted. 

Source: energy.gov
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Lineworker
Appreciation Day
April 9, 2018

Remember to #ThankALineworker
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ATTENTION 2017-2018 SENIORS!

Spoon River Electric Cooperative Is Awarding  
Three $1,000 Scholarships to High School Seniors

 High school students who are seniors during the 2017-2018 school year and are the son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric 
member are eligible to apply for a $1,000 Scholastic Scholarship, a $1,000 Honorary Scholarship, and the $1,000 Scott Parrish 
Memorial Scholarship, which will be awarded at this year’s Annual Meeting on June 14, 2018.
 
by May 31, 2018

OFFICIAL RULES
   Applying students and their parent/legal guardian must be present at the Annual Meeting  June 14, 2018 to win.
   Students must be a son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric Cooperative Member.
   Students must be a high school senior during the 2017-2018 school year and begin college undergraduate studies in the 2018-

2019 school year. Students must plan on attending a two-year or four-year accredited college or university, including vocational/
technical schools.

   Scholarship winners must be full-time students (at least 12 hours) during the 2018-2019 academic year.
   Scholarships are for one year and are non-renewable.
   Past Spoon River Electric Cooperative scholarship winners are not eligible to receive another one.

SCHOLASTIC AND SCOTT PARRISH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
   

test scores, work and volunteer experience, participation in school and community activities, and a biographical statement.
   
   

Scholarship drawing.

HONORARY SCHOLARSHIP
   
   All applicants are eligible for the Honorary Scholarship drawing except the Scholastic and Parrish Scholarship winners.

Name of Student __________________________________________

Address of Student ________________________________________

Name of Parent/Guardian __________________________________

Telephone Number ________________________________________

Scholarship Participation Request

Return To: Taryn Mellert
Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

PO Box 340
Canton, IL 61520

647-2700
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