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Now is the time
As high school seniors are starting 

 their � nal semester and thinking 
about where they want to attend college, 
paying for continued education becomes 
a concern. Scholarships are one way to 
help relieve some of the � nancial burden 
of taking that next step.
 Shelby Electric Cooperative (SEC) 
will once again award three academic 
scholarships in the amount of $1,000 
each. Eligible students are sons or 
daughters of a current SEC member 
who is receiving electric service from the 
cooperative at the time the scholarship 
application is submitted. Students must 
be high school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the United States. 
  ese $1,000 scholarships may be 
used for educational costs at any two-
year or four-year accredited college 
or university, including vocational/
technical schools.
 Candidates are chosen based 
on academic and community 
accomplishments, character, and 

� nancial need as demonstrated 
in the submitted application 
and essay. Friday, March 9 is 
the deadline for receipt 
of the completed 
applications for 2018 
graduates.  e three 
scholarship winners will be 
noti� ed in June and announced 
at the cooperative’s 80th Annual 
Meeting of Members on Friday, 
June 8, 2018.
 In 2017, winners were Abby Forlines 
of Moweaqua, Lawrence Curtin of 
Stonington, and Dylan Moon of Pana. 
“O� ering these scholarships allows us 
to give back to the communities we 
serve and gives us an opportunity to 
acknowledge outstanding youth in our 
service territory,” commented Heidi 
Hall, who coordinates the program 
for the cooperative.
 Applications can be obtained by 
visiting SEC’s website, shelbyelectric.
coop and clicking on the “Community” 

tab.  ey are also available 
from area high school 

guidance counselors. 
Please call the 

cooperative at 
217-774-3986 or 

1-800-677-2612 if 
you would like more 

information about this 
scholarship opportunity.

 Some good advice from 
past winners for � lling out any 
scholarship application: List all 
of your accomplishments. Always 
have someone proofread your essay. 
Make sure you accurately and 
e� ectively communicate who you 
are. For more advice, refer back to 
the February 2017 issue of Shelby 
News or look under the “News” tab 
on shelbyelectric.coop and select the 
“Member Newsletter” link.
 If you have not started � lling 
out scholarship applications, now is 
the time!

� e 2017 scholarship recipients were (l to r) Abby Forlines of Moweaqua, Lawrence Curtin of Stonington, and Dylan Moon of Pana.
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CO-OP HISTORY
 

  Shelby Electric Cooperative 
  was organized by local farmers 
  in 1938 to bring electricity to 
  rural areas. In January 1939,

   the first 481 members received
    power.

 

Celebrating 80 years of service
As your cooperative’s 80th annual 

meeting approaches, we will be 
sharing some old pictures and history 
in the next several issues. We hope 
you enjoy learning about your 
cooperative’s history over the next 
several months. Mark your calen-
dars for Friday, June 8, 2018, and 
plan on attending Shelby Electric 
Cooperative’s 80th annual meeting.

Some of the cooperative’s � rst sta� , standing just outside the � rst Shelby Electric Cooperative 
o�  ce in downtown Shelbyville, are front row from left, Helen Prosser, Harriet Howe, Lola 
Riley, Pauline Wollums, and “Tommy” � omason. Back row from left are Jess Neihls, Bill 
LeCrone, and Hal Jarnagin.

Pete Miner was one of the � rst cooperative’s linemen. He is pictured with the cooperative’s � rst 
line truck, which was purchased in 1938.
Pete Miner was one of the � rst cooperative’s linemen. He is pictured with the cooperative’s � rst Pete Miner was one of the � rst cooperative’s linemen. He is pictured with the cooperative’s � rst 

Looking for an easy way to make your home cozier? Try 
using an area rug to increase the insulation levels of your 
� oors. Area rugs are stylish and can keep cool air from 
entering through your � oors. Your toes will thank you!

YEARS OF SERVICE

1938
2018
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Ever wonder which substation 
delivers electricity to your home, 

farm, or business?  ere are times the 
cooperative announces a planned outage 
to make a needed repair or Mother 
Nature takes a swing at our system 
causing an outage. We often reference a 
substation, especially during a planned 

outage. Your “Map Location,” found 
on your electric bill, has a letter in 
front of a series of numbers.  is letter 
references the substation that serves your 
home, farm, or business with power. 
 is chart lists the substation and letter 
that corresponds with each one. For 
example, if your “Map Location” number 

starts with the letter V, then you are 
served by the Velma substation.  is 
information is also good to have when 
reporting an outage. Remember to 
report your outage by calling 1-800-
677-2612 or using the SmartHub app. 
Please DO NOT use social media to 
report an outage.

� is information can be found on your electric bill.

Substation Letter Associated

Airport A
Blue Mound B
Crest C
Dunkel D
Elwin E
Grove City G
Herrick H
Ishi I
Johnston J
Lakewood L
Moweaqua M
Neoga N
Owaneco O
Pana P
Richland R
Shelbyville S
Taylorville T
Velma V
Wenonah W
Yantisville Y

Which substation serves you?



20D      ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  WWW.ICL.COOP 

Getting Real with Marla and Electric Blankets
When you crawl into bed, do 

the sheets feel like they were 
put on straight out of the freezer? 
Do your feet feel like icicles that 
will not thaw until summer? If so, 
you may want to use an electric 
blanket to � ght winter’s icy grip.
 According to the Electric 
Blanket Institute, about 4.5 million 
electric blankets, mattress pads, 
and throws are sold each year in 
the United States. 
 Safety and electricity consumption 
are two major considerations when 
using any heat-producing, electrical 
item. According to the Electrical 
Safety Foundation International, 
approximately 500 � res are caused 
each year by heating pads and 
electric blankets.
 Some safety messages can be a bit 
contradictory, such as the tip I found 
on one website that recommended, 
“Heating appliances should never be 
used while sleeping.” I feel con� dent 
in assuming many electric blankets 
and mattress pads are used while 
people are sleeping.  at exception 
noted, following are safety tips that 
many sources agree upon:

• Replace old electric bedding. 
AARP recommends replacing 
any electric bedding over 10 
years old.

• Replace electric bedding that has 
brittle or damaged cords, exposed 
wires, or scorch marks. 

• Look for the UL Certi� cation 
Mark on the product.

• Do not buy an electric blanket/
pad/throw from a second-hand 
source.

• Do not use a heated product with 
an infant, child, immobile person, or 
person that may have heat sensitivity.

• Never fold an electric blanket 
while in use as this may cause 
over-heating.

• Do not use these products with an 
extension cord.

• Do not allow pets on any electrically 
warmed bedding.  eir claws and 
teeth may damage the wires.

• Do not allow an electric blanket to 
get rolled up into a ball while in use. 
Restless sleepers beware!

• Do not route the unit’s cord and 
controller in a restricted manner, 
such as between the mattress and 
box springs. 

• Do not use in conjunction with 
another heated item as overheating 
could occur.

• Read and follow the 
manufacturer’s directions for 
proper use, cleaning, and storage 
of your particular item(s).

 Electricity consumption will vary 
based upon the watts required for 
your particular item, temperature 
settings, and the number of hours 
used. After researching a few 
current models, estimated expense 
is approximately 12 to 17 cents 
per eight hours of use. Many of 
these items are advertised as an 
energy-savings tool if the furnace 
thermostat is turned down by 
several degrees for the night.
 Sweet dreams and remember, 
spring arrives March 20!

~Marla Eversole,
Communication Specialist

Stay up to date on cooperative 
news, outages, events, and 

more!

Shelby Electric Cooperative
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