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Across The
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

As I sit here and type out this 
 column for you at year's end, 

I hope all of you have had a Merry 
Christmas. 

MCEC is on the � nal days of 
 having a very good 2017 in all  aspects 
of the areas we have concerns about: 
safety, � nancials, reliability and 
 member satisfaction. We will  continue 
to make these our priority for the next 
year and years to follow. I would like 
to take some time to share some infor-
mation on what will occur in 2018.

We know we will see an increase in 
our power cost. Our power  supplier, 
Southern Illinois Power  Cooperative 
(SIPC) in Marion, Ill., is having a 
4 percent rate increase Jan. 1, 2018. 
What does this mean to MCEC? 

Our power cost will be going from 
about $0.08 per kWh to $0.82 for 
2018. Currently, we are having a Cost 
of Service study performed to help 
deter mine what amount of increase 
we will need to maintain  appropriate 
 � nancial ratios, and then we will 

 adjust the rates accordingly. I think 
the consumer charge will  increase 
slightly according to the study, and 
our goal is to eventually eliminate 
the distribution delivery charge with 
a neutral move of those dollars to 
the consumer charge. � is process 
will take a period of years, so we 
don’t make a substantial jump in the 
 consumer charge. I feel that by May of 
this year, we will have our rates set and 
make the changes needed.

� e reason for SIPC’s rate 
 increase is the loss of Norris Electric 
 Cooperative, in Newton,  purchasing 
power from SIPC starting on 
 January 1, 2018. � is is a loss of $28 
million in revenue, and even with the 
cost cutting and market sales, there 
was still a shortfall that the 4 percent 
rate increase needs to cover. � e good 
news is that Don Gulley, President/
CEO of SIPC, and his sta�  have 
worked hard to make the next three 
years as stable as possible. So, we 
shouldn’t see much of an increase

in power cost through 2021.
Here at MCEC, we are always 

evaluating areas where we can  control 
costs and be more e�  cient. We do 
have an employee retiring and will not 
be replacing him as we have  prepared 
for this by making a hire last year in 
the forestry  department. We are also 
looking at how to make our � eet more 
e�  cient by tran sitioning to a lease 
program that will help us keep a  newer 
� eet of trucks. � is should result in 
less main tenance costs and keep the 
reliability high for  performing the jobs 
we need to get done.

One last item is the possibility of 
sharing our services with a neigh-
boring cooperative to help control 
 expenses in the future and make us 
more e� ective and e�  cient with how 
we operate day to day. Our goal is 
to be able to utilize the expertise at 
both co-ops and maybe delay hiring 
 additional employees.

I hope each of you will have a great 
New Year for 2018 and God Bless! 

What can
we expect for

?
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Youth to Washington contest
Attention high school juniors who are cooperative members!

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative (MCEC) is inviting two high 
school juniors, who are the sons or daughters of MCEC  members, 

from each of the following schools to Youth Day in Spring� eld on 
April 18, 2018:  Waterloo, Gibault, Valmeyer,  Columbia, Dupo,  Freeburg, 
New Athens, Red Bud and Belleville West. � is event is sponsored by 
MCEC and the Association of  Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Of the 
 participants representing MCEC in Spring� eld, two will be selected to go 
on an all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C. in June.

Youth Day (Spring� eld – Wednesday, April 18, 2018): � e day’s 
 activities will include  touring the State Capitol complex,  Illinois  Supreme 
Court, Old State Capitol and the Abraham Lincoln  Presidential 
 Museum. Students will also have the opportunity to visit with legislators.

Youth to Washington Tour ( June 8 - 15, 2018): � e two  local 
 winners from Youth Day will join some 60 other Illinois students 
sponsored by Illinois cooperatives, and spend a week in Washington, 
D.C.  visiting  attractions such as the White 
House  (possibly), U.S.  Capitol,  Smithsonian 
 Institution,  Arlington National Cemetery, 
Lincoln  Memorial and many other national 
monuments and places of interest.

If you are a high school junior who 
 receives electric service from Monroe County 
 Electric Co- Operative and this oppor-
tunity interests you, please discuss this with 
your guidance counselor today. Students are 
required to be sons or daughters of MCEC 
members to enter this contest and to attend 
Youth Day. An informative brochure will be 
 available soon regarding MCEC’s Youth to 
 Washington  program and can be downloaded 
from our website at www.mcec.org.

Name School Project
Jenny Kehrer Millstadt Community Consolidated/Millstadt Solar water fountains
Wendy Zeidler and Rhonda DeSpain Zahnow Grade School/Waterloo Light/Sound Kits
Tony Meyer St. Agatha Grade School/New Athens 3-D printer for STEM Ed.
Sue Lewis and Emily Brutton Immaculate Conception/Columbia Drones in education
Terri Fox Smithton Grade School/Smithton Flexible Seating project
Natalie Wesbecher Freeburg High School/Freeburg Books for low ability
Christel Hughes Eagleview Elementary/Columbia Music stereo system
Carla Wantuck Parkview Elementary/Columbia STEM Kits
Jessica Green Red Bud Elementary School/Red Bud School News Station
Judy Glaeser St. James Grade School/Millstadt Genius Zone Project

MCEC awards 10 - $500 school grants
In January, 10 area school  personnel were awarded a 

$500 Touchstone Energy  Empowerment grant for 
school projects that  improve the learning environment 
or increase educational resources for the school. � e 

grants were awarded on Jan. 17 and 18 at the schools 
with a photo including the students.

Below are the winning submissions and schools 
 represented:
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MCEC Outages December 2017
Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Substation

12/06/17 0:39 334 Red Bud East Unknown Poe

12/09/17 0:38 17 Kidd Lake/Regtown Rd Maintenance Fults

12/13/17 3:17 1 Maeystown Rd Maintenance Fults

12/14/17 2:13 47 Goeddeltown Rd Vehicles Or Machinery Waterloo

12/17/17 1:22 36 Clover Leaf School Rd Other, Faulty Equipment East Carondelet

Journeyman Tree Trimmer Craig Bayer retires
Craig Bayer, journeyman tree trimmer for your 

cooperative retired as of December 31, 2017. 
Craig served the cooperative for the past 12 years. 
He was hired on Oct. 31, 2005.

He resides in Columbia with his wife, Donna. He 
has four sons and one daughter: Josh, 37, who is a 
 Police O�  cer for the  Columbia Police  Department; 
Jason, 35, is a lighting director; Chris, 33, a Marine 
Corps veteran and is an  attorney and employed by 
Hanks Excavating; Becky, 33, is an  o�  ce  manager; 
and Nick, 28, works for Jet  Aviation. Craig and 
Donna also have four  grandchildren; Allie, 10; 
 Carter, 5; Conway, 3; and Cadence, 17 mos.

Craig attended school in  Columbia and 
 graduated high school in 1975.

He and Donna enjoyed many years of boating 
with their family and friends, but this past year, they 
sold their boat and bought a Harley three-wheel 
motorcycle, which they plan to travel with it.

Craig said, “I’ve enjoyed the time I’ve had here at 
the co-op. I  believe in living life to the fullest, and 
Donna and I plan on doing just that in retirement.”

We appreciate Craig’s work here for the 
 cooperative the past 12 years and wish Donna and 
him a happy retirement!
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Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc.

6132 State Rt. 3, P.O. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • 618-939-7171 
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Lite for Bite Food Donation Program a Big Success!
Over 700 cans/packages of food collected-best ever!

Members of Monroe 
County Electric 

Co-Operative (MCEC) 
 really stepped up this year 
and  donated over 700 cans/
packages of food for their 
Lite for Bite  program. �is 
years’ donation doubled that of 
 previous years. 

Beginning Dec. 1, any 
 member donating up to 
four cans/packages of food 
were given, in exchange, four 
LED light bulbs from the 
 cooperative. �e 60-watt 
equivalent bulbs only use 
9 watts of  electricity. �e 
 cooperative recommends 
 members change out their 
incan descent bulbs to LED 
bulbs, which will save them 
energy on their electric bills.

�is year, our food  donation 
went to Hope Food  Pantry, just 
south of  Columbia. �e food 
pantry was very  appreciative of 
the donation, especially around 
the holidays when food  requests 
are at the highest.

�e cooperative drew 
10  winners for a $10 bill credit 
from a list of members who 
 donated food. �e winners were:
Mary Barchet
Leroy Brandt
Robert Crook
Richard Graves
Alberta Hohnbaum
Polly Jacobs
Nancy Rahn
Mark Schaefer
Gail Schleicher
Roger Shields

We want to thank all the  members who participated in this program and made donations this year!

Employees left to right: Keith Jones, Shirley Reinhold,
Linda Schmidt, Julie Rohr and Bob Gross.
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