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Geothermal Heat Pump federal tax 
credits reinstated
 Federal tax credits for geo-
thermal heat pumps were 
recently reinstated by 
the federal government. 
Residential consum-
ers are eligible for a 
30 percent federal tax 
credit for installing a 
geothermal heat pump 
system in their home. 
The reinstated tax credits 
are retroactive to Jan. 1, 
2017, meaning that anyone who 
installed a geothermal system in their 
home in the past 14 months now quali-
fies for the tax credit. The tax credits are 
extended through Jan. 1, 2022, through 
a phase out plan in which the credit is 
reduced to 22 percent before ending.
 The geothermal tax credit was part of 
a measure to extend the tax incentives to 
renewable energy technologies like geo-
thermal heat pumps, combined heat and 
power systems, microturbines, small wind 
systems, fuel cells, etc., that were taken out 
of the legislation passed by Congress two 
years ago, extending the tax credits for the 
solar industry. 8435B1-670A
 In addition to the residential tax cred-
its, there is also a 10 percent investment 
tax credit for commercial geothermal 
systems that was also extended.
 The National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association joined with 
a coalition of many national and state 
organizations to support reinstatement of 

the tax credits. The coopera-
tives and other organiza-

tions and individuals in 
the geothermal industry 
are appreciative of 
the efforts of Rep. 
John Shimkus, Rep. 
Adam Kinzinger, Rep. 
Rodney Davis and Rep. 

Darin LaHood and sev-
eral others who sponsored 

legislation leading to the tax 
credit reinstatement.

 The tax credit extension was part of 
the Continuing Resolution action by the 
Congress in early February to fund the 
federal government.
 “We are appreciative of our lead-
ers’ support for Geothermal Heat Pump 
technology, and providing parity with 
the other renewable energy technolo-
gies,” said John Freitag, executive director 
of the Geothermal Alliance of Illinois. 
“Geothermal heating and cooling is by far 
the most efficient and effective way known 
today to heat and cool our homes and 
businesses. The tax credit extension helps 
to make installation of a geothermal heat 
pump the obvious best choice for heating 
and cooling.” 8119SL401-830B

Closed for Good 
Friday on Friday, 
March 30.

McDonough Power Cooperative 
also offers a $250 rebate* for the 
installation of a geothermal heat 
pump or an air-source heat pump.
*One rebate per member per location
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All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400

1210 West Jackson Street
P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois
61455-0352

309-833-2101

www.mcdonoughpower.com

Office hours:
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays

Every month we 

will have four map location 

numbers hidden throughout The Wire. 

If you find the map location number 

that corresponds to the one on your 

bill (found above the usage graph), 

call our office and identify your 

number and the page that it is on. If 

correct, you will win a $10 credit on 

your next electric bill.

Member 

Prizes

Make sure your refrigerator door seals are 
airtight for maximum energy efficiency. Test 
the seal by closing the door over a piece of 
paper (so that it’s half in and half out). If you 
can easily pull the piece of paper out, your 
seal may need to be replaced or the latch 
may need to be adjusted.  Source: energy.gov

McDonough Power Cooperative 

Annual Meeting
Tuesday, August 21 at The Crossing in Macomb

 � Avoid late carges

 � View your usage

 � Schedule a future payment

 � Pay with a check, debit or 
credit card

 � Sign up for paperless billing

Pay your bill 
online today...

www.mcdonoughpower.com



ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  APRIL 2018     20c

 As April arrives, it 
brings with it the show-
ers that produce spring 
flowers. It also heralds the 
beginning of a poten-
tially stormy season that 
can inherently include 
power outages. While 
McDonough Power 
Cooperative strives to 
provide reliable electric-
ity to our members, there 
are times when Mother 
Nature has other plans. 
Most of us can ride out a 
storm from the comfort 
and convenience of our 
homes. However, there is 
a group of professionals 
that spring into action 
when the weather takes a 
turn for the worst – co-op 
lineworkers.

One of the most 
dangerous jobs
Braving stormy weather and other chal-
lenging conditions, lineworkers often 
must climb 40 or more feet in the air, 
carrying heaving equipment to restore 
power. Listed as one of the 10 most 
dangerous jobs in the U.S., linework-
ers must perform detailed tasks next to 
high voltage power lines. To help keep 
them safe, lineworkers wear specialized 
protective clothing and equipment at 
all times when on the job. This includes 
special fire-resistant clothing that 
will self-extinguish, limiting potential 
injuries from burns and sparks. Insulated 
and rubber gloves are worn in tandem 
to protect them from electrical shock. 
While the gear performs a critical func-
tion, it also adds additional weight and 
bulk, making the job more complex.
 In addition to the highly visible tasks 
lineworkers perform, their job today 
goes far beyond climbing to the top 

of a pole to repair a wire. They are also 
information experts that can pinpoint 
an outage from miles away and restore 
power remotely. Line crews use their 
laptops and cell phones to map out-
ages, take pictures of the work they 
have done and troubleshoot problems. 
In our community, McDonough Power 
lineworkers are responsible for keeping 
1,414 miles of lines across seven coun-
ties working, to bring power to your 
home and our local community 24/7, 
regardless of the weather, holidays or 
personal considerations. 639C2-204B
 While some of the tools that 
lineworkers use have changed over the 
years, namely the use of technology, the 
dedication to the job has not. Being a 
lineworker is not a glamourous pro-
fession. At its essence, it is inherently 
dangerous, requiring them to work near 

high voltage lines in the worst of condi-
tions, at any times of the day or night. 
During hurricanes, wildfires or storms, 
crews often work around the clock to 
restore power. While April is known for 
spring showers, there is also a day set 
aside to “thank a lineworker.” 
 Lineworker Appreciation Day is 
April 9. So, during the month of April, 
if you see a lineworker, please pause to 
say thank you to the power behind your 
power. Let them know you appreciate 
the hard work they do to keep the lights 
on, regardless of the conditions.
 Anne Prince writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of 
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, 
not-for-profit electric cooperatives.

Lineworker Appreciation Day
April 9, 2018

Remember to #ThankALineworker

The power behind your power
By Anne Prince
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IF YOU SEE ELECTRIC SHOCK DROWNING TAKING PLACE:

Each year, 3,800 people die from drowning. 
Electric shock drowning occurs when an 
electric current escapes boats, docks and lights 
near marinas, shocking nearby swimmers. 
There are no visible signs of current seeping 
into water, which makes this a hidden danger. 
The electric shock paralyzes swimmers, 
making them unable to swim to safety.  

Sources: Electrical Safety Foundation International, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

HOW TO 
PREVENT 
ELECTRIC SHOCK 
DROWNING

DO NOT enter the water. You could become a victim, too.

CALL 
911

THROW A 
LIFE RING

TURN POWER 
OFF

•  Never swim near a boat 
or launching ramp. 
Residual current could flow 
into the water from the boat 
or the marina’s wiring, 
potentially putting anyone 
in the water at risk of 
electric shock.

•  If you feel any tingling 
sensations while in the water, 
tell someone and swim back 
in the direction from which 
you came. Immediately 
report it to the dock or 
marina owner.

Swimmers
•  Ensure your boat is properly maintained 

and consider having it inspected annually. 
GFCIs and ELCIs should be tested monthly. 
Conduct leakage testing to determine if 
electrical current is escaping the vessel. 

•  Use portable GFCIs or shore power cords 
(including “Y” adapters) that are 
“UL- Marine Listed” when using 
electricity near water.

•  Regularly have your boat’s electrical 
system inspected by a certified marine 
electrician. Ensure it meets your local and 
state NEC, NFPA and ABYC safety codes.

 Boat Owners
ELECTRICAL SAFETY TIPS FOR:

527SG1-950C


