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Working to improve the quality of life in the communities we serve since 1936.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Co-op’s Rates to Increase an 
Average of 1.4% with Bills 
Mailed in June
     Principally because of the continuous need 
to rebuild and replace sections of the distribution 
system, rates will increase with the bills mailed in 
June.  The distribution system has 24,000 poles 
that are 50 years old or older, and co-op crews 
and contractors are replacing them essentially 
all the time.  It’s also the case that as demand on 
certain sections of the system increases, we need 
to replace poles and conductor to be able to deliver 
the voltage needed.

     The only was to ensure a safe and reliable 
electric distribution system is to continually rebuild 
the very worst parts.

     The minimum bill for Rate A, some 96% of the 
accounts, will increase by $1.00. The delivery 
charge for the fi rst 400 kilowatt hours will increase 
by $0.0042 per kilowatt hour and by $0.0040 for the 
next 500 kilowatt hours.  There is no delivery charge 
for kilowatt hours over 900.  These charges, along 
with demand charges for a few larger accounts, 
provide the funds to operate the cooperative.  The 
purchased power costs on the monthly statement 
are for the amounts paid to the cooperative’s 
wholesale supplier.
 
     The rates for all rate classes are at e-co-op.com. 

2018 Annual 
Meeting Date 
Changed to 
July 14, 2018
     At its March meeting, 
the cooperative’s Board of 
Directors voted to change the 
date of the meeting to July 14, 
2018.  The change was made 
to accommodate unavoidable 
scheduling confl icts which arose 
after the date was initially set.
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     Illinois Electric Cooperative Director 
Jennifer Sellars has resigned from the co-
op’s board of directors. The board accepted 
Sellars’ resignation letter at the March board 
meeting. Sellars, who 
represented District 6 on the 
11-member board of 
directors, joined the board 
in June 2016.

     "It has been my pleasure to serve 
on the board as I have truly enjoyed 
working with both the board and the staff. 
I am sure that the goals that have been set 
for the co-op will easily be attained by the 
dedicated and talented staff members and 
the members of the board. My time on the 
board has taught me more than I could have 
hoped. I appreciate the opportunity to gain 
insight into the industry and for the guidance 
that has allowed me to become a stronger 
leader,” Sellars said.

     “That being said, I found my resignation 
necessary to allow me to focus on other 
areas of my career.  I look forward to being 
a part of the continued success of the co-op 
in the years to come as both a community 
member and as a service member."

     The co-op board has appointed a 
director search committee, as required by 
the Bylaws, to seat a new director for the 
district. If you or someone you know would 
like to be considered, please write to the 
search committee at the address below or, 
send an email to  
searchcommittee@e-co-op.com. To be an 
eligible candidate, the electric member must 
have a primary residence in District 6. 

Director Search Committee
Illinois Electric Cooperative
P.O. Box 80
Winchester, IL 62694

Director Resigns from Board

Co-op district map
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Fairness
How do we get to fairness for members who produce excess solar and/or wind 

electricity and for members who don’t?

     Illinois Electric Cooperative built the first utility scale wind turbine in downstate Illinois, and 
it’s the only electric distribution cooperative in Illinois with its own solar electric production.  We 
also encourage members to install their own solar and/or wind production.

     We’ll help members get the right size for their needs – in other words, to get the best return 
on their investment.  In our judgment, that means using most of the renewable production to 
offset buying kilowatt hours from us.

     Sometimes members produce more electricity than they can use, and that electricity goes 
into the cooperative’s distribution system.  How much should the cooperative pay members for 
that electricity?

     Let’s first look at the major components in the cooperative’s wholesale power bill.

continued...
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Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/illinoiselectric

Avoid Late Charges

View Your Usage

Schedule a Future Payment

Pay with Check, Debit, or Credit Card

Sign Up for Paperless Billing

Pay Your Bill Online Today at e-co-op.com!

     Capacity costs are for the power plants that produce electricity.  We must, through our 
supplier, Prairie Power, either own production capacity or have the contracted right for capacity 
to meet our demand in any condition.  We have to have enough capacity to meet members’ 
needs at night when there’s no solar production and when there’s no wind on a hot, cloudy 
summer day.

     Neither solar production nor wind production reduces our need for capacity.

     Transmission costs are for the large power lines that bring electricity from the power plants – 
coal, solar, natural gas and/or wind – to the substations.

     Solar and wind don’t reduce our need for transmission, and they don’t affect our need for 
substations, which reduce the transmission voltage so it’s useful for a distribution system.

     The only component, then, that solar and wind affect is energy.  That runs about 3¢ a 
kilowatt hour, sometimes less.  So that’s what we pay members who put electricity into our 
system.  If we were to pay more, we’d have to increase costs to other members.

The wholesale cost for energy is about 3¢, sometimes less.

     How, then, are big investor-owned utilities able to pay a lot more for electricity produced 
by their customers?  Those utilities typically have lots of large and very large commercial and 
industrial customers, and they have significantly more residential customers, too.  They also 
have shareholders.  So, the costs get shifted to other customers and to shareholders.  Even 
if we wanted to do that, a cooperative like yours doesn’t have lots of large and very large 
commercial and industrial consumers.  Certainly, we don’t have shareholders. We only have 
members like you.

     We just don’t have anybody to whom we could fairly shift costs.


