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Save When You Grow a 
Zoysia Lawn From Living Plugs!

Save When You Grow a 
Zoysia Lawn From Living Plugs!

THE ONE TIME, LIFETIME LAWN SOLUTION!
Save Water!  Save Time!  Save Work!  Save Money!

Improving America’s Lawns Since 1953

Zoysia Lawns are  
thick, dense and lush!

Order Your ZOYSIA Plugs Now — Harvested Daily From Our Farms And Shipped To You Direct!

Zoysia Grows 
Where Other 
Grass Doesn’t! 
Plant a genuine Amazoy™ 
Zoysia lawn from living 
plugs once and never plant 
a new lawn again. Zoysia 
is the perfect choice for 
hard-to-cover spots, areas 
that are play-worn or have 
partial shade, and for stopping erosion on slopes. 
North, South, East, West – Zoysia grows in any soil,  
no ifs, ands or buts!

Cuts Watering & Mowing  
By As Much As 2/3!
Many established Zoysia lawns only need to be 
mowed once or twice a season. Watering  
is rarely, if ever, needed – even in summer!

Eliminates Endless  
Weeds And Weeding!
No more pulling out weeds by hand or weeds  
sprouting up all over your lawn. Zoysia Plugs spread 
into a dense, plush, deep-rooted, established lawn 
that drives out unwanted growth and stops crab- 
grass and most summer weeds from germinating.  

Environmentally Friendly,  
No Chemicals Needed!
No weeding means no chemicals. You’ll never 
have to spray poisonous pesticides and weed 
killers again! Zoysia lawns are safer for the  
environment, as well as for family and pets!

   

Stays Green In Summer   
Through Heat & Drought!
When ordinary lawns brown up in summer heat and 
drought, your Zoysia lawn stays green and beautiful. 
The hotter it gets, the better it grows. Zoysia thrives  
in blistering heat (120˚), yet it won’t winter-kill to  
30˚ below zero. It only goes off its green color  
after killing frosts, but color returns with consistent  
spring warmth. Zoysia is the perfect choice for  
water restrictions and drought areas!

Now 3 Ways to Start  
Your Zoysia Lawn!
1) Freestyle Plugs come in uncut sheets
containing a maximum of 150-1”plugs. 
Freestyle Plugs allow you to make each plug 
bigger if you want-you decide. Min. size 1” sq.

2) New Super Plugs are ready to plant-
precut into individual 3 x 3 inch plugs.
They arrive in easy to handle trays of 15 
Super Plugs.

3) Amazoy Approved Seed-As The Zoysia 
Specialists for 60+years, we finally have a 
Zoysia seed available that meets our stand-
ards and homeowners expectations. 
Learn why at zoysiafarms.com
or by phone at 410-756-2311.

Zoysia thrives in  
partial shade to  

full sun!

Guaranteed to grow new green shoots within 45-60 
days or we’ll replace it FREE – for up to 1 year – just call 
us. We ONLY ship you living genuine Amazoy Zoysia 
grass harvested direct from our farms. Easy planting 
and watering instructions are included with each 
order.  Every Reorder assumes success of previous 
orders (plantings), voiding any previous guarantees, 
but initiating a new one-year guarantee.

Your Assurance of Lawn SUCCESS
Each Order for Amazoy Zoysia Plugs is                                                                                   

GuArAntEEd 

©2018 Zoysia Farm Nurseries, 3617 Old Taneytown Rd, Taneytown, MD 21787

Meyer Zoysia Grass was perfected by  
the U.S.  Gov’t, released in cooperation with  
the U.S. Golf Association as a superior grass.

Trays

1

5

8

10

15

Your PRICE

$24.95

$90.00

 $110.00

 $125.00

 $180.00

+ Shipping

 $8.50

 $20.00

 $30.00

 $35.00

 $50.00

SAVINGS
–

34%
47%
50%
54%

 Free Plugs

–

15

25

30

45

Super Plugs

15

60

95

120

180

www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag

ORDER TODAY FOR EXTRA SAVINGS AND FREE PLUGS 
  

Grass Sheets*

1

4

6

10

20

Your PRICE

$15.95

$50.00

$66.00

$95.00

 $165.00

+ Shipping

  $8.50

 $15.00

 $19.00

 $30.00

 $45.00

SAVINGS

–

33%
41%
48%
57%

 Free Plugs

–

100

150

400

1000

Max Plugs*

150

500

750

1100

2000

 Freestyle Plugs You decide how big to cut the plugs. Each grass               
     sheet can               produce up to 150-1 in. plugs. Plant minimum 1 plug per sq. ft.

 Super Plugs Precut plugs 3 inches by 3 inches READY TO PLANT
 Packed in trays of 15 Super Plugs. Plant minimum 1 plug per 4 sq. ft.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO START AND MAINTAIN A CAREFREE BEAUTIFUL ZOYSIA LAWN
PLANTING TOOLS * PLANT FOOD * WEED AND PEST CONTROLS * ORGANIC PRODUCTS * SOIL TESTS * GARDEN GLOVES * EDGING AND MORE

All Available Exclusively at www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag or 410-756-2311
 ZOYSIA FARM NURSERIES, 3617 OLD TANEYTOWN ROAD  TANEYTOWN MD 21787

                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                              

Dept. 5190

 
AMAZOY IS THE TRADEMARK REGISTERED U.S. PATENT OFFICE for our Meyer Zoysia grass.           We ship all orders the same day the plugs are packed and at the earliest planting time in your state. 

We ship at the best  
planting time for you!
We ship at the best  

planting time for you!

Continental USA only
and not to WA and OR

IllinoisCountryLivingApr x5190.indd   1 2/8/18   11:12 AM
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Below are excerpts of NRECA 
President Phil Carson’s Feb. 27 
address to members at the 2018 
NRECA Annual Meeting in 
Nashville.

The electric cooperative 
 movement belongs to all of the 
people we serve today, all those 
we’ve served throughout history, 
and the millions of young people 
who are counting on us to make 
sure the cooperative will still be 
strong and relevant to their lives 
when it’s their turn to chase the 
American dream. 

In a movement, your work never 
stops. There’s always some part of 
our operation that can be improved, 
and even when we aren’t creating new 
 programs or services, there’s always 
maintenance to be done. 

I’ve spent a lot of time  thinking 
about leadership and talking with 
trusted friends and industry  colleagues. 
One introduced me to a management 
philosophy called Cathedral Thinking, 
which takes its name from the ornate 
houses of  worship that often took 
hundreds of years to complete. The 
majority of workers who built these 
magnificent structures weren’t alive 
to witness either the groundbreaking 
or the  ribbon cutting. For generation 
after generation, workers came to the 
 jobsite and sacrificed their bodies to 
the  grueling task at hand. They found 
satis faction in their legacy, and their 
work is still standing and nourishing 
souls. 

We weren’t around for the start of 
the electric cooperative movement, but 
after a few passes of the torch, we’re 
now the ones entrusted to keep the 
movement strong.

As we build on the strong foun
dation we inherited, we must  consider 
the legacy we will leave for the 
 generation that follows us. We are 
experiencing a onceinalifetime 

Phil Carson is NRECA board president and vice 
president of the Tri‑County Electric Cooperative board.

industry transformation, and we get to 
help decide what that future will be. 
A onceinalifetime transfor mation 
is exciting, but it’s also disruptive, 
uncomfortable and exhausting. 

My coop in southcentral Illinois 
is grappling with the same issues 
you are; issues like the onward push 
of  distributed energy resources 
and the need for broadband in our 
 communities. But when it comes to big 
questions that will impact our coops 
for years to come, I’m going to suggest 
to you that we don’t necessarily need 
all the answers. What we need are the 
right people committed to the right 
principles. 

I’ve observed there are two key skill
sets required to meet our leader ship 
obligations at our coops: steward
ship and vision, and they must be in 
balance. 

Stewards are the caretakers of 
the cooperative and its assets. Our 
coops are vital civic institutions, and 
without the services we provide, our 
 communities will die. Stewards recog
nize the gravity of this  mission, and 
bring a measured, analytical,  reasoned 
approach to our board room discussions. 

In contrast, visionaries are perhaps 
a bit more in tune with the needs and 
expectations of the average member, 

both what they need today and 
what they will need in the years 
to come. Visionaries like to dream 
about the possibilities before us, 
and they’re willing to take risks to 
try new ideas. Not change for the 
sake of change but change for the 
sake of our members.

Both roles are important, and 
when we get the mix right,  stewards 
and visionaries bring out the best 
in each other. Stewards will chal
lenge visionaries to  carefully analyze 
all the variables before making a 
change, and visionaries will challenge 
 stewards to consider the case for 
pursuing a new idea or oppor tunity 
and the risks of not acting. 

Visionaries will make the case 
for the coop aggressively  exploring 
ways to bring broadband to our 
 members because our communities 
need this service to survive and to 
grow. Stewards will speak out strongly 
about a legitimate business case and a 
 careful analysis of what this means to 
the coop’s financial health. Together, 
stewards and visionaries keep the 
coop balanced, focused and strong.

I want to make sure before I hang 
up my chisel as NRECA president 
that the last stone I set is perfectly 
level, plumb and square for those who 
follow me and who will themselves 
make their own contribution to our 
movement. The only reason we even 
exist is because everybody else said 
serving our communities would be too 
hard, to which we replied “watch us.” 

We’re part of a movement. What 
makes us special is our mission to 
improve the lives of the people and 
places we serve, and the motivation to 
act because it’s the right thing to do. 
I don’t foresee either of those things 
EVER changing as long as there are 
coops. 

Commentary

The cooperative movement
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SCORE A STYLE HOME RUN

WITH YOUR 

St. Louis Cardinals™

Go Cardinals™!

#1 Fan Charm Bracelet

All put together 

and ready to wear

Featuring over a dozen 

individual hand-crafted charms

:H]L�[OL�ZLHYJO�
HUK�[OL�JVZ[�VM�

PUKP]PK\HS�JOHYTZ�

The St. Louis Cardinal™ have won the hearts of fans across the 
nation with heart-pounding heroics and plenty of Cardinals™ 
victories. So, as the Cardinals embark on another promising 
season, celebrate in style and show you’re a true Cardinals fan 
with a stunning new design—the “Go Cardinals™! #1 Fan Charm 

Bracelet,” available only from Th e Bradford Exchange. 

*\Z[VT�+LZPNU¯�:[\UUPUN�*YHM[ZTHUZOPW
Offi  cially licensed by Major League Baseball Properties, this Cardinals 

charm bracelet features 13 magnifi cently hand-crafted charms 
gleaming with rich 18K-gold plating, shimmering sterling silver 
plating and a genuine Swarovski crystal. Individual charms include 
a Cardinals cap and ball, both with an offi  cial Cardinals logo; a 
Cardinals pennant in team red, navy, and white enameling; a heart 
charm with the team name and a genuine red Swarovski crystal 
surrounded by 18K gold-plated accents... and much more. Th e 
charms move freely and are interchangeable, too. A stunning 7½" 

sterling silver-plated bracelet completes the look.

(�9LTHYRHISL�=HS\L����

(]HPSHISL�MVY�H�3PTP[LK�;PTL
The “Go Cardinals™! #1 Fan Charm Bracelet” is the perfect 
jewelry accessory for game day—or any day. And it makes a great 
gift for a special St. Louis Cardinals fan.  Plus, each charm bracelet 
arrives complete and ready to wear. There’s no need to search for 
individual charms (which can easily sell for $35 or more each), 
because we’ve put it all together for you at the remarkable price 
of just $119*! And you can pay for your bracelet in 4 interest-free 
payments of $29.75. 
     Each bracelet comes in a velvet jewelry pouch and gift box, 
complete with a Bradford Exchange Certifi cate of Authenticity, 
and is backed by our 120-day unconditional guarantee.  To reserve 
yours, send no money now, just mail the Priority Reservation. You 
won’t find this beautiful commemorative bracelet in stores. So 
don’t miss out—order today!

www.bradfordexchange.com/18017
Major League Baseball trademarks and copyrights are used with permission 

of Major League Baseball Properties, Inc.  Visit MLB.com

 ©2018 The Bradford Exchange   01-18017-001-BIB

Offi cially licensed by Major League Baseball Properties

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax.
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Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                          State                       Zip

Email (optional)

 01-18017-001-E38501

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

PRIORITY RESERVATION                                SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.  Please reserve the “Go Cardinals™! 

#1 Fan Charm Bracelet” for me as described in 

this announcement.  

Actual size

01_18017_001_BIB.indd   1 1/17/18   7:05 AM
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Budget deal extends energy tax credits
The two-year budget deal signed by President Trump Feb. 

9 extends energy tax incentives for geothermal resources, 
development of carbon capture technologies and advanced 
nuclear power, and it adds billions of dollars for natural 
disaster recovery and infrastructure projects.

“The energy tax incentives contained in the budget bill will
help co-ops improve the quality of life in rural America and
keep electricity costs affordable,” said Kirk Johnson, NRECA
senior vice president, government  relations. “The infrastructure
funding is also welcome news, and we will continue  encouraging
Congress to invest those funds in rural infrastructure.”

Under the budget agreement, electric cooperative  members 
may continue to earn a tax credit for geo thermal energy tech-
nologies at homes and businesses through 2021. Members 
of about 40 percent of America’s electric co-ops have earned 
geothermal tax credits by making highly efficient geothermal 
heat pumps affordable to their members.

The budget bill also advances the current carbon capture 
tax credit by expanding its construction start requirement 
from five to seven years and extending the time to claim the 
credit from 10 to 12 years.

U.S. infrastructure
projects will get a lift from
the budget deal, which
commits $20  billion over
two years toward rural
broadband, energy, water,
wastewater,  surface trans-
portation and capital
projects. NRECA CEO
Jim Matheson sent a  letter
to Senate and House
appropriators on Feb. 9
recommending that $2.5
billion be dedicated to rural broadband projects this year.

With natural disasters at historic proportions in 2017, law-
makers agreed to beef up federal aid to $89.3 billion for the next 
two fiscal years. The budget bill allocates $23.5 billion to the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s disaster relief fund. 
Portions of this money will be made available for infrastructure 
rebuilding by co-ops, among other entities. 

Source: Cathy Cash, NRECA

Thompson receives leadership award
Adams Electric Cooperative (AEC) 

General Manager Jim Thompson 
received the Illinois Cooperative 
Council’s (ICC) Outstanding 
Cooperative Manager Award at the 
AEC’s office on Monday, February 19.

For more than 30 years, efforts of the 
Illinois Cooperative Council 
have promoted a positive 
climate for cooperatives and 
helped to educate the public 
about the value and importance 
of  cooperatives in our everyday 
lives. Each year the  council 
presents awards in four out-
standing leadership  categories: 
Director, Manager/CEO, 
Educator and Friend.

Thompson was selected for 
the award for his commitment 
to excellence at Adams Electric.

Always keeping  members 
in mind, he focuses on 
 providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service, 
and on  providing the co-op’s 

employees and staff with  education 
necessary to  provide the best possible 
member service.

AEC is also known for its 
 community commitment. The 
 cooperative has been a driving force 
behind the Adams County Great River 

Economic Development Foundation 
and Adams County United Way 
and has supported many  community 
 projects and programs through its 
Penny Power program.

Thompson has shown  cooperation 
among  cooperatives through the 

expansion of electric service 
internationally by  providing 
employees and materials 
for overseas projects and by 
 sending line crews and equip-
ment to cooperatives in-state 
and out-of-state to help restore 
power during outages.

Nancy McDonald, vice 
 president of member  services 
at the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), 
and an ICC director, says, 
“Under Jim Thompson’s 
leadership, Adams Electric 
Cooperative is a model 
 cooperative. His efforts are 
admired by his  cooperative 
peers.”Jim Thompson is presented his award by Nancy McDonald. 



ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  APRIL 2018     7

 For the latest currents news go to www.icl.coop |  Currents 

U of I recipient of federal funding
The U.S. Department of Energy’s 

(DOE) Office of Fossil Energy (FE) 
and the National Energy Technology 
Laboratory (NETL) have selected 
nine projects to receive approximately 
$6.5 million in federal funding. The 
University of Illinois is the recipient of 
$1,073,811 in research funds for large 
pilot testing of Linde/BASF Advanced 
Post-Combustion CO2 Capture 
Technology at a coal-fired power plant.

This funding opportunity announce-
ment, issued in August 2017, is a $50
million funding opportunity for  projects
supporting cost-shared research and
development to design, construct, and
operate two large-scale pilots to demon-
strate transformational coal technologies.

DOE has supported a range of
potentially transfor mational coal

technologies aimed at enabling step-
change improvements in coal- powered
systems. Some of these technologies
are now ready to  proceed to the large-
scale pilot stage of development. 

The University of Illinois, Champaign,
 project will design,  construct, and

Illinois Governor’s Mansion Association 
announces re-opening date

After two years of an extensive privately-funded renova-
tion, the Illinois Governor’s Mansion will reopen to the 
public on July 14, 2018, Illinois’ First Lady Diana Rauner 
announced at the annual Illinois Governor’s Conference on 
Travel & Tourism.

“Bruce and I made a promise to the people of Illinois to reno-
vate the Governor’s Mansion to restore the pride in this historic
building,” said First Lady Diana Rauner, chair of the Illinois
Governor’s Mansion Association. “With an all new visitor
experience, expanded accessibility, and updated programming,
we know the Governor’s Mansion will be a must-see destina-
tion for tourists and Illinois residents to visit again and again.”

The renovation, funded entirely with private dollars, makes it
a usable residence for Illinois governors. When it reopens this
summer, it will offer visitors a completely reimagined experience
with a new look that is both stately and richly inviting.

The mansion’s new mission is focused on history education 
and appreciation and that is reflected in the newly renovated 
space. Visitors will be able to gather and learn from period 
art and exhibits featuring the 1893 Columbian Exposition. 
There is space to showcase Illinois fine and decorative arts. 
There a visitor’s center and trained docents will lead tours 
seven days a week and, for the first time, is ADA accessible.

“Our work to renovate the mansion focuses on so much 
more than just an updated façade and interior design,” said 
John Bryan, Illinois Governor’s Mansion Association board 

member. “I am very pleased to be part of a project that high-
lights the rich history of Illinois and brings art by local artists 
to the forefront of our state’s capitol.”

Built in 1855, the Illinois Governor’s Mansion is one 
of the oldest and most historic governor’s mansions in the 
United States. The Illinois Governor’s Mansion Association 
(previously known as the Illinois Executive Mansion 
Association) is a non-profit organization created in 1972 to 
preserve and oversee the restoration of the People’s House. In 
2015, the Association began an extensive renovation process 
that will open to the public in July 2018.

operate an advanced post-combustion
carbon dioxide (CO2) capture system
at a coal-fired power plant. In Phase I,
the University of Illinois will complete
a  feasibility study and select a host
site; all in an effort to dramatically
reduce CO2 from coal plants.

Illinois has a large interest in the
research. Affordable coal generation
helps keep Illinois’ electricity rates
below the national average. And
Illinois is a major coal producer with
the fourth largest reserves in the U.S. 

Kevin O’Brien, Director of the Illinois 
Sustainable Technology Center at the 
University of Illinois, explains the 
 importance of the center’s work in carbon 
capture technology. 
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Broadband a necessity for rural America
The Wall Street Journal recently 

published a letter to the editor 
from NRECA CEO Jim Matheson 
emphasizing the need for a significant 
federal investment in rural broadband 
infrastructure, including grants and 
loans. Matheson urged Congress to 
make rural broadband deployment a 
priority. NRECA is urging Congress 
to provide at least $2.5 billion for 
rural broadband in the fiscal year 
2018 spending package. Below is 
Matheson’s letter:

Regarding your editorial “Trump’s 
Big Public Works Dig” (Feb. 13): 

Congress should prioritize rural 
broadband deployment in any 
infrastructure package. Access to 
broadband is essential for education, 
health care and business,  including 
access to global markets. But at least 
23 million rural Americans lack 
access to high-speed internet. Rural 
America already faces stiff economic 
challenges. Less than 15 percent 
of American  businesses are located 
in rural areas and small towns. 
Inadequate high-speed internet access 
is making the problem worse and 
contributing to the exodus of talented, 

young people. The convergence of 
new tech nology and partnerships has 
made rural broadband deployment 
more  achievable than ever, but high 
costs remain the  biggest obstacle. 
The  widening digital divide is a 
national crisis deserving a national 
response. A federal grant and loan 
package—using funding from the 
budget  agreement—is necessary to 
stop the rural decline and connect 
rural America. – Jim Matheson CEO, 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, Arlington, Va. 

Wabash Valley Power Association 
completes 99MW solar agreement 

Wabash Valley Power Association (WVPA) will be the
sole buyer of the energy produced from the Prairie State Solar
Project, a 99-megawatt (MW) array to be built on privately
owned land in Perry County, Illinois. WVPA member co-ops
will benefit from a recently completed long-term agreement
to purchase the energy and capacity generated by what will
be the largest solar array ever built in the state of Illinois.

New York-based Ranger Power, a utility-scale solar 
development company, will build the array, which will 
produce enough electricity to power nearly 15,000 homes. 
Groundbreaking is scheduled to occur in late 2019 with 
commercial operations beginning in 2021. 

The Prairie State Solar Project will more than double 
the statewide solar capacity in Illinois. The Solar Energy 
Industries Association reports that installed solar projects 
statewide collectively total 81.5 MW.

“As a cooperative, we strive to enter into agreements that 
have a positive impact for everyone involved, particularly in 
the communities that we serve,” said Jay Bartlett, CEO of 
Wabash Valley Power. “Our agreement with Ranger Power 
is a landmark, large-scale solar project demonstrating the 
future of renewable energy growth.”

Wabash Valley Power, located in Indianapolis,  supplies 
electricity to 23 not-for-profit electric distribution 
 cooperatives located throughout Illinois, Missouri and 
Indiana. Collectively, these cooperatives serve more than 
311,000 homes, farms, schools and businesses. Wabash 
Valley electric distribution cooperative members include 
three Illinois cooperatives: Corn Belt Energy, MJM 
Electric Cooperative and EnerStar Electric Cooperative.

Ranger Power has been engaged with state and county 
officials throughout the development of the project. “We’re 
excited to be one step closer to moving forward with this 
meaningful investment in our county which will support 
new jobs and new revenues for our community to invest in 
schools, roads, and bridges,” said State Rep. Terri Bryant 
(R-Murphysboro).

The new array will represent a nearly $100 million new 
investment in southwestern Illinois that also will contribute 
millions in tax revenue without requiring additional public 
infrastructure or services. The Prairie State Solar Project 
supports the objectives of the Future Energy Jobs Act, 
an Illinois law that went into effect last year requiring at 
least 4,300 MW of new solar and wind energy to be built 
in the state by 2030. The new solar project also supports 
the law’s job creation initiative by creating an estimated 
200 jobs during the construction phase and 3 to 5 full-time 
 positions once the site is operational.

Source: Oak Ridge National Laboratory
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SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
POWERBUILT
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MODEL: 647593
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 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 
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• 3.5" LCD Display
• Battery Included
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Electricity theft: not worth the risk

Safety&Health

electric cooperative —don’t try to fix it 
yourself.”

Electricity theft is not a  victimless 
crime. Thieves sometimes think it won’t 
hurt anybody. They illegally hook into 
a power supply, hook up a line that 
has been disconnected, or tamper with 
a meter to avoid  recording electricity 
usage. The truth is that tampering with 
electrical equipment or attempting to 

steal electric power  carries the poten-
tial to harm many people. The innocent 
consumers on the same line and utility 
personnel that work on those lines are 
all at risk when someone tampers with 
electricity or electrical equipment.

An overload of electricity could 
result in extremely high voltages that 
may damage the appliances of  paying 
customers. Excessive current that is 

not safeguarded by a fuse 
is especially  dangerous. In 
emergency situations such 
as fires, power has to be shut 
off to help fire fighters and 
emergency medical personnel 
to enter a building safely. If 
lines have been interfered 
with  illegally, the lines could 
remain  energized, endan-
gering the lives of the first 
responders.

Additionally, your not-
for-profit cooperative loses 
revenue and expends resources 
to investigate tampering. 
These costs are then passed 
on to the entire membership. 
National estimates vary, but 
The Washington Post cited 
revenue protection officials 
who claim between $1 billion 
and $10 billion worth of elec-
tricity is stolen from  utilities 
annually.

From a reliability stand-
point,  illegal connections to 
power sources and attempts 
to divert metering devices can 
overload the system, cause 
interruptions and compromise 
power quality.

Since everyone pays for 
lost power, please call your 
 cooperative if you  suspect 
meter tampering. All 
information can be given 
 anonymously. 

Sources: The Washington Post, 
Cooperative Research Network

Every year, electric cooperatives 
across the country cope with thieves—
folks who deliberately tamper with 
their electric meter to steal power. 
Not only is this practice extremely 
 dangerous, it’s a serious crime that 
results in hefty fines and jail time.

“We’ve seen people do some 
 dangerous things—using knives, 
forks, magnets, jumper cables and any 
 number of other objects to get 
around paying for the power 
they use,” explains Jim Miles, 
manager of safety and loss 
control for the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
“However, not only are 
these  persons  stealing from 
their fellow co-op  members, 
they’re also risking their lives 
and those of  cooperative 
employees.”

According to the 
Cooperative Research 
Network, a division of the 
National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, 
power surging through a 
compromised meter can cause 
an electrical  catastrophe. 
A short circuit could produce 
an arc flash bright enough to 
cause blindness and powerful 
enough to launch fragments 
of shrapnel-like, red-hot 
debris. Serious injury or death 
from electrocution,  explosion 
or fire often results from 
meter  tampering. Only trained 
electric cooperative  personnel 
wearing protective clothing 
should work on meters.

“Anytime you get into a 
meter base, you run a risk,” 
comments Miles. “Tampering 
with your meter is  illegal in 
Illinois, but more  importantly, 
can result in injury and 
 damage, even death. If you 
think there may be a problem 
with your meter, call your 



Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 “Some of my patients consider me 
the last stop for people who have vision 
loss,” said Dr. Weingart, one of only a 
few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fitting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the 
 leading cause of blindness and vision 
loss in people over 50. Despite this, 
most adults are not familiar with the 
 condition. As many as 25% of those 
over the age of 50 have some degree 
of macular degeneration. The macula 

that 56% of patients treated with a 
high-dose combination of vitamins 
experienced improved vision after six 
months.
 While age is the most significant 
risk factor for developing the disease, 
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular 
 disease, and high blood pressure have 
also been identified as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to figure out 
everything and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning, especially 
driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefit of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. Weingart. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a  consul tation, 
give Dr. McDaniel or Dr. Weingart a 
call. You can also visit our websites.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com
1-802-350-6599

Office located in Mascoutah, Illinois
Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

www.FoxValleyLowVision.com
1-800-341-8498
Located in Oswego, IL

Ronald Weingart, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.

is only one small part of the retina; 
however, it is the most sensitive and 
gives us sharp central vision. When 
it degenerates, macular  degeneration 
leaves a blind spot right in the  center of 
vision, making it difficult or  impossible 
to recognize faces, read a book, or pass 
the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
form. New research suggests vitamins 
can help. The British medical journal 
BMC Ophthalmology recently reported 

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT
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This column was co-written by 
Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen of 
Collaborative Efficiency. For more 
 information on managing a home 
 renovation contractor, please visit:
www.collaborativeefficiency.com/
energytips.

Dear Pat: We followed your advice 
last month and hired a contractor we 
think will give us an energy efficient 
renovation. How do we manage the 
job to make sure the project turns out 
right? – Bridget and Neil

Dear Bridget and Neil: Last 
month, I offered tips on how to hire 
a good contractor, but it’s smart 
to  realize that after the hiring is 
 complete, contractors need to be 
managed.

First, you should decide who will be 
the main contact with your  contractor. 
Clear communication is critical 
because a renovation that includes 
energy efficiency improvements comes 
with extra challenges. A single point 
of contact will help avoid confusion, 
conflicts and cost overruns.

Before the work starts, have a 
 discussion with your contractor about 
quality. You want the contractor to 
know you’ll be carefully over seeing 
the work and that there may be  others 
involved in this oversight, such as 
building inspectors, your electric 
cooperative or an independent energy 
auditor. You can discuss the standards 
of a professional, high-quality job. 
And you can agree on the points at 
which the contractor will pause so you 
or someone you designate can review 
the work. At a minimum, an inspec-
tion should take place before you 
make an interim payment.

Here are a few examples of interim 
review points:
	The building envelope should be 

properly sealed before insulation is 
installed because air leaks increase 
energy use and reduce comfort. 

	Replacement windows should be 
properly flashed and sealed before 
siding and trim are installed, which 
prevents moisture problems and air 
leaks. 

Aim for quality when managing 
a renovation contractor By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen

EnergySolutions

	Some insulation measures can be 
inspected before they are sealed up 
behind walls or ceilings.
Almost all efficiency measures 

require some kind of final inspection. 
For example, infrared thermometers 
can show voids in blown insulation, 
and fiberglass batts can be visually 
inspected to ensure there are no air 
gaps and the batts are not compressed.

HVAC measures require  special 
attention. Nearly half of all HVAC 
systems are not installed  correctly, 
which often causes uneven tem-
perature distribution throughout 
the home, along with higher energy 
bills. ENERGYSTAR® has a special 
 program to ensure  quality HVAC 
installation. Forced air  systems 
 typically have poorly balanced  supply 
and return air delivery that can 
often be improved. Air flow can be 
 measured at each register, and a duct 
blaster test can identify and quantify 
duct leakage.

When you review the work, it may 
be helpful to take photos or to bring 
in an energy auditor. Be sure to have 
these inspections outlined in the 

 contract and discussed beforehand so 
the contractor is comfortable. 

It will be tempting to add “just one 
more thing” along the way, and the 
contractor may agree a change is simple 
and possible within the time frames. 
Contractors and customers often mis-
communicate about change orders and 
end up disagreeing about additional 
costs when the project is completed. 
Before you make any changes, be 
sure to get a written cost quote. If it’s 
 significant, you can then weigh the cost 
against the benefit of the change. 

It’s a good idea to maintain good 
records as the project progresses. 
These records could be helpful for 
building inspectors or to qualify for 
rebates or tax credits. 

When the renovation is complete, 
it may be tempting to sign the check, 
shake hands and breathe a sigh of relief 
that it’s all over. Depending on the size 
and complexity of the  project, it may 
be worth the extra step of  having a 
final audit by a licensed energy auditor. 

My neighbors were saved from a 
home renovation disaster when an 
energy audit discovered the energy 
efficiency contractor had failed to 
produce the promised efficiencies. The 
contractor had to perform  thousands 
of dollars’ worth of improvements 
to fulfill the contract before my 
 neighbors made the final payment.

Once you confirm that the work is 
100 percent complete, you can write a 
check for the final payment, then sit 
back and enjoy your revitalized, more 
energy-efficient home! 

HVAC technicians or energy auditors can 
use diagnostic equipment to measure air 
leakage and air flow.
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Cooperation among cooperatives is the sixth of seven cooperative principles. 
Through practicing this principle, Illinois cooperatives are sharing resources to save 
labor and equipment costs, coordinating personnel and equipment on a state level 
to ensure faster outage restoration, and sharing best practices to provide innovative 

solutions for meeting our industry’s and members’ changing needs. 

We are your cooperative, and our sole purpose is to serve you.  
Together, we can serve you better.

TOGETHER WE SERVE
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By Valerie Cheatham and Brandy Riley

If you’ve ever been to a city or fes-
tival with a variety of food trucks, 
then you know they go beyond 

your typical street food. Once consid-
ered of questionable quality, today’s 
trucks offer all levels of foods from a 
basic hotdog or taco to those that offer 
gourmet or locally-sourced items such 
as gourmet grilled cheese, lobster rolls 
or crepes. An added benefit is they 
provide an inexpensive way to try new 
exotic or ethnic foods, one taste at a 
time. This definitely isn’t your typical 
fair food, and they have evolved over 
time. 
 Previous iterations of the food truck 
can be traced back to the east coast 
in 1872 when vendor Walter Scott 
first sold sandwiches, pie and coffee 
to newspaper workers from inside 
a covered wagon. The chuck wagon 
was another predecessor that arose 
from the need to feed men on cattle 
drives, and the U.S. Army built mobile 

canteens to feed the men on Army 
bases. 
 Today, the increasing popularity 
of food trucks can be traced back to 
Los Angeles in 2008 when some of 
the first food trucks received national 
attention. The 2008 recession forced 
many restaurants to close, forcing tal-
ented chefs out of a job. A food truck 
was their way to continue cooking for 
a fraction of the cost of a brick and 
mortar location. These mobile kitchens 
allow new entrepreneurs the opportu-
nity to start a new business and carry 
on their livelihood. 
 One of these young entrepreneurs 
is Youngdae Moon, owner of Club 
Sandwich in Waco, Texas. When 
Moon started his food truck, there 
were only a couple of other trucks 
in the city. “It was a fairly new busi-
ness model,” he explains. “It was a 
more affordable way to break into the 
food industry. Food trucks are new, 

portable, and a side benefit is that it 
was more affordable than investing in 
a restaurant.”
 Moon is self-taught and always 
enjoyed cooking. The majority of his 
family is in the restaurant industry, 
and he recalls waking up on Saturday 
mornings, even in middle school, 
and cooking for his family while he 
watched cartoons. 
 “Korean people have a natural sense 
of cooking to nurture others,” he says. 
“Feeding people has always been a 
really enjoyable thing for me and eat-
ing together is a really strong tool for 
building relationships and for breaking 
tension. Culturally, all people love to 
eat and meet over food, and it’s a great 
way to connect.”
 However, Moon explains that own-
ing a food truck has its challenges. 
“No one wants to stand or eat outside 
if the weather is bad, and there can be 
many local ordinances and codes to 
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follow that don’t apply to brick and 
mortar restaurants,” he says. “Permits 
vary from city to city, but in Waco you 
have to have permits to park at each 
location.”
 Another challenge is the limited 
dimensions of the truck, which makes 
it difficult to have a large, diverse 
menu in a commissary kitchen, 
and there is only room for limited 
manpower. 
 Moon has been fortunate because 
he was one of the first food trucks 
invited to park at Magnolia Market 
at the Silos, which brings many tour-
ists to the area. He serves a fun mix of 
Asian American dishes like deep-fried 
tamale balls stuffed with Korean pork, 
French fries topped with gochujang 
marinated chicken and his popular rice 
bowls with meats like bulgogi, thin 
slices of grilled marinated meat. 
 He especially loves the interaction 
he can have with his customers. “For 
me, personally, it’s always great when 
people say they love your food, but I 
get a greater sense of satisfaction 
when they comment on our ser-
vice,” he notes. “A lot of people have 
good food, but not everyone knows 
how to really execute all the details. 
Especially since my food is already 
pretty unique to Waco, it is already 
a good chance that it is the first 
time that a lot of people will have 
tried this kind of menu. Since we’re 
at a tourist location, it really helps 
to add to the experience to focus on 
customer service.”
 Moon says he has learned to run 
an efficient business. Because he 
is at The Silos, he explains he may 
have less sales than trucks in other 
locations, but believes he probably 
has equivalent profits without cut-
ting quality. He has just enough 
ingredients on hand to run day-to-
day operations with only a little bit 
of overlap, which prevents loss. 
 Many food truck owners go 
into the business model hoping to 
build a following. Social media has 
proven to be a great tool for owners 
to market their products cheaply 

and, if one location doesn’t generate 
enough business, the owner can close 
and drive to a new one. Facebook and 
Twitter allow them to give real time 
changes to their location, entice fol-
lowers with their menu and hopefully 
get them to share it. 

 The trucks are also a way for owners 
to test the waters of building a perma-
nent location. Moon would like to find 
a brick and mortar location, and while 
different opportunities have arisen 
over the years, he is being picky with 

the opportunities. “I want to find the 
right fit,” he explains. “For me, I like 
the challenge of doing a larger scale 
thing and having the space to push 
myself to do a larger menu and serve 
more people at a time. I’d love to try 
my hand at running a business without 
those restrictions.” 
 Not all food truck owners have 
the opportunity to park at a tourist 
site. They often can be found parked 
together in a sort of mobile food court. 
They can advertise their location, and 
friends and coworkers can gather for a 
casual lunch where everyone can find 
something to their liking. 
 As the weather warms, several cit-
ies host events and invite the trucks to 
participate. The vendors will gather in 
one place to offer a gourmet experi-
ence – street style. Oftentimes live 
music is playing along with a variety 
of other activities. Several festivals in 
Illinois offer a variety of mobile food 
vendors, excitement and a family-
friendly environment. 

“Food trucks are 
new, portable, and a 
side benefit is that it 
was more affordable 

than investing in a 
restaurant.”

© Travis Cheatham

Food truck owner Youngdae 
Moon gets great satisfaction 
from his food and focusing 
on customer service.
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 So, clear your schedule, enjoy the 
great outdoors and indulge in the culi-
nary cuisine offered at these Illinois 
food truck festivals. Oh, and if you are 
in Waco, be sure to look up Youngdae 
Moon at his Club Sandwich truck at 
The Silos, and be sure to tell him how 
you heard about his truck. 

Rochelle Community Action 
Network (CAN) Food Truck  
Festival

 Created with the intent to support 
Rochelle CAN’s mission, this festival 
highlights good eats that support a 
cause. Proceeds support the organiza-
tion’s annual shopping trip in early 
December, the elementary school 

backpack program and their Operation 
Warm coat drive - all which provide 
for local children. 
 Attendees are invited to take a seat 
at a picnic table, grab lunch to go or 
browse local shops while they listen 
to lively tunes. The annual fundraiser 
will be held in the Municipal parking 
lot, at the corner of 4th Avenue and 
Main Street, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 

Saturday, April 28. 
 “Come out and support 

Rochelle CAN while enjoying 
great food truck fare,” states 
Eva Chu, vice president of 
Rochelle CAN. To learn more 

about this year’s event, visit 
EnjoyRochelle.com. 

Aurora’s 3rd Annual
Food Truck Festival

 Charming Benton Street in down-
town Aurora will be transformed on 
May 4 from 5 to 10 p.m. giving you 
the opportunity to munch on a variety 
of dishes. 
 “Aurora’s Food Truck Festival is a 
great showcase for the City of Aurora. 
We get visitors from all over that come 
out to enjoy the best of Chicagoland’s 
gourmet food trucks,” explains James 
Cardis, director of marketing. “The 
Food Truck Festival lines up with our 

First Fridays art walk, so visitors can 
also enjoy dozens of pop-up art galler-
ies and live entertainment throughout 
downtown Aurora.” 
 Visitors can also take a ride on the 
free trolley to a nearby venue such 
as the Grand Army of the Republic 
Museum, Aurora Regional Fire 
Museum or the SciTech Hands-On 
Museum. For more information visit 
EnjoyAurora.com.

Food Truck Rally

 “Champaign-Urbana is fortunate to 
have over a dozen food trucks that cir-
culate in the area offering everything 
from egg sandwiches to Italian food. 
The city of Urbana hosts a Food Truck 
Rally series for lunchtime on the last 
Tuesday of the month from May–
November,” states Teri Reifsteck, vice 
president of marketing.
 The lunchtime rally runs from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Urbana Civic 
Center located at 108 E. Water Street. 
Month after month, the lineup of 
food trucks will rotate. Admission 
and entertainment are free. Attendees 
can eat and mingle inside or enjoy the 
outdoor seating at the Civic Center. 
Visit Facebook.com/CityOfUrbana 
for more information.
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Food Truck Fridays

 Attend Food Truck Fridays with the 
Forest Preserve District in northern 
Illinois from June 1 to Aug. 24. “Last 
year’s food truck lineup proved to be 
so popular, the Forest Preserve District 
is beefing up the options this year, and 
the goal is to feature three food trucks 
and one dessert truck per outing,” 
according to Cindy Cain, public infor-
mation officer. 
 Four different preserves will rotate 
hosting Food Truck Fridays from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. at the following four 
locations: 

 J Hammel Woods – Crumby 
Recreation Area, Shorewood: 
June 1, July 6 and Aug. 3

 J Hickory Creek Barrens Nature 
Preserve, New Lenox: June 8, 
July 13 and Aug. 10

 J Whalon Lake, Naperville: June 
15, July 20 and Aug. 17

 J Prairie Bluff Preserve, Crest 
Hill: June 22, July 27 and Aug. 
24

 Visit ReconnectWithNature.org to 
learn more.

Sauce Alton Food Truck
Festival 

 Bring your appetite to the annual 
Sauce Alton Food Festival as food 
trucks roll into the Liberty Alton 
Amphitheater on Saturday, Aug. 
25. According to Stephanie Tate, 
marketing communications direc-
tor, “Having great food trucks from 
throughout the region every summer 
is a great addition to our foodie scene. 
The Sauce Alton Food Truck Festival 
has become a staple of our summer 
events.”
 This year’s event will take place 
from 4 to 8 p.m. at 1 Riverfront Drive 
in Alton. The festival will feature the 
tastiest global street food on wheels. 
Dishes can range from Korean tacos, 
barbecue, gyros, gourmet donuts, 
Indian food, sliders and more. 

Admission is free, plus the cost of 
food. For more information, visit 
RiverFrontAmpitheater.com. 

Food Truck Frenzy

 Get ready for the return of Food 
Truck Frenzy, sponsored by Enjoy 
Peoria, the Peoria Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. “Food Truck 
Frenzy is an amazing way to introduce 
our area food trucks to those who may 
not have eaten from them before,” said 
Enjoy Peoria’s Kaci Geier. “We have 
seen more and more people each year 
and cannot wait to see an even bigger 
crowd for year three.”
 The event will be hosted at Heritage 
Square in Peoria Heights on Sept. 15. 
Approximately 2,000 people are 
anticipated to attend. Foodies will be 
ecstatic with the wide variety of menu 
options. You can check out this year’s 
line-up and times at EnjoyPeoria.com. 

COD Food Truck Rally & 5K
Run/Walk

 The College of Dupage (COD) 
will host the COD Sunset 5K Run/
Walk on Oct. 13. The race kicks off at 
5 p.m. After runners cross the finish 
line, over 3,000-plus people will flock 
to the Food Truck Rally.  Runners and 
nonrunners can enjoy an assortment of 
culinary creations from 20 food trucks. 
 The main campus grounds will also 
feature a kid zone with free games 
and activities, Touch-A-Truck and 
100-Yard Youth Dash. Admission is 
free for entry to the food truck rally, 
costs vary for the 5K and Youth Dash. 
Proceeds from the event will benefit 
COD scholarships. The event will kick 
off at 425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn. To 
learn more, check out their Facebook 
page or visit cod.edu/5k.
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Give the delivery guy a rest and prepare  
delicious Asian-inspired food in the 

comfort of your own kitchen. From the crunchy 
Filipino recipe for Lumpia Rolls to the fragrant 
Baked Soy Ginger Salmon, we think you’ll agree 
it’s well worth the time to prepare these dishes.

Baked Soy Ginger 
Salmon 
Submitted by Sue Hubbard
Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc.

1 lb. salmon fillets, pin bones 
removed

4-inch piece fresh ginger, grated 
(or use 1-1/2 T. ground ginger)

1 garlic clove, minced
1/4 c. low sodium soy sauce
1/2 c. red wine
1/4 c. mirin*
2 T. brown sugar
1/2 of 1 lime, juiced
1 T. olive oil
1 scallion, minced for garnish

Combine soy sauce, red wine, 
mirin, brown sugar, garlic and 3/4 
of the ginger in a saucepan. Cook 
for 10 minutes until reduced by 
half. Remove from heat and add 
remaining ginger and lime juice. 
Let cool. Rub the bottom of a 
baking dish with the olive oil 
and place salmon in it, skin side 
down. Spoon a tablespoon of the 
glaze over the salmon and let sit 
for 5 minutes. Spoon another 
tablespoon of glaze over salmon. 
Bake for 10 minutes at 250 de-
grees. Spoon another tablespoon 
of glaze over salmon and return 
to oven for another 10 minutes. 
Continue to do this until salmon 
is medium rare. 
*To make mirin at home, dissolve 
1/4 c. sugar and 1/4 c. water in 
small saucepan over medium heat for 
3-4 minutes. Do not stir. Cool. Add 
2 t. rice vinegar and mix.

Oriental Skillet  
Submitted by Rita Schackmann, Norris Electric Cooperative

1 lb. ground turkey or beef
1/4 c. finely chopped onion
1 clove garlic, minced
2 T. soy sauce
27 crackers, finely crushed
1 t. ground ginger
1 egg, slightly beaten

1/2 t. black pepper
2 T. vegetable oil
1 c. vegetable broth
2 T. soy sauce
2 T. cornstarch
16 oz. frozen oriental vegetables
1 c. sliced Chinese cabbage 

1 c. pea pods
1 t. ground ginger
1/2 c. vegetable broth
1 – 4 oz. jar chopped pimentos, 

drained
Cooked rice

Combine ground meat, crackers, onion, 1 t. ginger, garlic, egg, pepper and 2 T. soy sauce. Shape into small 
meatballs. In large skillet, heat oil and cook meatballs until done. Remove from skillet. Add vegetables, 1 c. 
broth, soy sauce and remaining ginger to skillet. Blend cornstarch and 1/2 c. broth and add to skillet. Stir 
until mixture boils. Reduce heat, add meatballs and pimentos. Cover and simmer 5 minutes. Serve over rice. 
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Recipes prepared, tasted and photographed  
by Valerie Cheatham. For more recipes and 
photos go to www.icl.coop. Questions?  
Email finestcooking@aiec.coop.

Visit www.icl.coop to see more  
Illinois Country Living recipes.

WE NEED RECIPES! Upcoming monthly topics 
include gluten-free recipes, picnic foods and summer 
recipes. Please email submissions to finestcooking@icl.coop or 
mail them to Finest Cooking c/o Illinois Country Living, P.O. 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. Please include your name, 
address, phone number (for questions), and the name of your 
electric cooperative. Recipes not included in the magazine 
can be found on our website at icl.coop/finestcooking.  

Shrimp or Chicken 
Teriyaki
Teriyaki sauce:
1 c. water
1/4 c. soy sauce
5 t. packed brown sugar
1 T. honey, or more to taste
1/2 t. ground ginger
1/4 t. garlic powder
2 T. cornstarch
1/4 c. cold water

Combine 1 c. water, soy sauce, 
brown sugar, honey, ginger and 
garlic powder in a saucepan over 
medium heat. Cook until heated 
through, about 1 minute. Mix 
cornstarch and 1/4 c. cold water 
together and stir until dissolved. 
Add to saucepan and cook and 
stir until thickened.
Cook shrimp or chopped 
chicken breast in oil until 
done. If using shrimp cook 
until translucent. Add steamed 
broccoli and teriyaki sauce. 
Serve over cooked rice.

Asian Wonton Salad 
Sweet Sesame Dressing:
2/3 c. rice vinegar
1 c. canola oil
2 T. sesame oil
4 cloves garlic, pressed or very   
 finely minced
2 T. soy sauce
1/2 c. sugar
4 t. sesame seeds

Place all ingredients into a quart 
jar and shake vigorously. Can 
make ahead and store in fridge.

Salad:
2 heads romaine lettuce
3 chicken breasts, cooked and  
 cubed or shredded
Cherry tomatoes
1 red onion, thinly sliced
1 cucumber, sliced
1 package wonton skins
Vegetable oil for frying

Heat about 1-inch of oil in a 
pot on the stove to 375 degrees. 
Use a pizza cutter or sharp 
knife to cut wonton skins into 
3 strips. You may not need the 
entire package, depending on 
how much salad you’re making. 
I usually use about half. Test 
oil by dipping a wonton strip 
in oil to see if it bubbles up 
quickly. Fry wontons a few at a 
time and set on paper towels to 
dry. Optional: you can lightly 
sprinkle fried wontons with 
sugar. These can be made ahead 
of time and kept in an airtight 
container. To assemble salad, 
tear clean lettuce into chunks 
and place in a large salad bowl. 
Top with cherry tomatoes, 
cucumber and red onion. Add 
chicken and top with some 
Sweet Sesame Dressing. Toss 
salad. Once everything is coated 
to your liking, add wonton 
strips, gently toss and serve. 

Filipino Lumpia
1 T. vegetable oil
1 lb. ground pork
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 c. chopped onion
1/2 c. minced carrots
1/2 c. chopped green onions
1/2 c. thinly sliced green cabbage
1 t. ground black pepper

1 t. salt
1 t. garlic powder
1 t. soy sauce
30 lumpia wrappers (can 

substitute with spring roll 
wrappers)

2 c. vegetable oil for frying

Place a wok or large skillet over high heat and pour in 1 T. vegetable 
oil. Cook pork, stirring frequently, until no pink is showing. Remove 
pork from pan and set aside. Drain grease from pan, leaving a thin 
coating. Cook garlic and onion in the same pan for 2 minutes. Stir 
in the cooked pork, carrots, green onions and cabbage. Season with 
pepper, salt, garlic powder and soy sauce. Remove from heat and set 
aside until cool enough to handle. Place 3 heaping tablespoons of 
filling diagonally near one corner of each wrapper, leaving a 1-1/2 
inch-space at both ends. Fold the side, along the length of the filling, 
over the filling, tuck in both sides. Moisten the other side of the 
wrapper with water to seal the edge, roll neatly. Keep the roll tight as 
you assemble it. Cover the rolls with plastic wrap to retain moisture. 
Heat a heavy skillet over medium heat, add oil to 1/2-inch depth, and 
heat for 5 minutes. Slide 3 or 4 lumpia into the oil. Fry the rolls for  
1 to 2 minutes, until all sides are golden brown. Drain on paper 
towels. Serve immediately. Note: Lumpia wrappers are available at 
Asian food markets.
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Reuse and recycle in the garden this spring

Yard&Garden

In terms of garden 
trends,  recycling and 
reusing items in the 
garden  continues to 
be as popular as ever. 
A variety of items you 
likely already have 
at home may be able 
to save you money 
this year, as well as 
improve the sustainability of 
your gardening. Get creative this 
spring and make a difference to the 
environment. 

Seed starting
Jump-start your garden by 

 starting seeds indoors in a bright 
 southern- or western-facing  window 
or under  supplemental lighting. 
Many  containers you may already 
have on hand (plastic milk jugs, egg 
cartons, toilet paper rolls, newspaper, 
milk  cartons, and other reusable and 
even biodegradable containers) can 
 easily be filled with soilless media for 
 starting seeds. Any container that is 
clean and safe for growing food can 
be used.

Weed control
With weed control commonly 

being a time-consuming main tenance 
task during the growing season, 
 consider recycling your newspapers 
and cardboard boxes as  biodegradable 
weed barriers. Simply place a few 
layers of newspaper or a section of 
cardboard over an area of bare soil 
and cover with your favorite mulch 
 material such as bark mulch, grass 
clippings or leaves. 

The newspaper or cardboard will 
naturally degrade over time and you 
can simply add a new layer or more 
mulch as needed to keep the soil 
covered. Cardboard and newspaper is 
the only means of weed barrier I use 
under my bark mulch now and it 
works great.

Alternative 
raised beds

Raised  garden 
beds are a great solu-
tion when your garden 
soil is not ideal, or you’d like 
to create a  growing area that 
is easier to access. Many raised beds 
are made of purchased wood, but you 
may already have  suitable construc-
tion materials, like a wood pallet, on 
hand. Simply staple landscape fabric 
to the sides and open bottom of the 
pallet and fill with soil. The result is 
an excellent shallow bed for growing 
lettuce with very minimal weeding 
needed.

If you are growing food in a raised 
bed, always consider the safety of 
the construction material. Some 
 pallets are chemically treated and 
thus  inappropriate for growing 
food. Railroad ties are coated with 
 creosote, which is not recommended 
for  growing food. Other candidates 
for raised beds might be bricks left 
over from other garden projects and 
cinder blocks, whose holes you can 
fill with soil and plant into. Beds can 
also be lined with a layer of plastic to 
prevent the soil from contacting the 
 material, if the safety of the material is 
in question.

Garden art
Get the kids involved and start 

crafting recycled materials into 
 gorgeous works of art for the garden. 
Glue tea cups and plates together on a 
pole to make small bird baths for the 
garden. Glue small plates filled with 
bird seed onto an old chandelier and 
hang from your tree to feed the birds 
as well. The possibilities are endless.

This spring, take a look at your 
 garden with a new eye. You may be 
able to reuse and recycle materials you 
have on hand to save yourself money 
and reduce your gardening footprint. 

Candice Hart is a Horticulture 
Educator with University of 
Illinois Extension serving 
DeWitt, Macon and Piatt 
 counties. She is also a Certified 
Floral Designer, Illinois 
Certified Professional Florist 
and is an award winning floral 
designer.
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Ideal for efficient lawn care and various tasks around your property, Husqvarna’s wide range of tractors 
can do far more than mowing. Whether your cutting the grass, pulling a dump cart or plowing the drive, 
year-round versatilty costs less this spring. For a limited time, purchase a qualifying tractor and receive  
a $150 mail-in rebate. When you ride with Husqvarna, you get the performance, reliability and  
versatility to handle any job around your home. HUSQVARNA.COM

YTA24V48 
From $1,999.95 MSRP
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HUSQVARNA TRACTORS – A VERSATILE 
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4 Corners 
1101 Woodlawn 
Lincoln, IL 62656

Ace Hardware 
1501 N. 12th Street 
Quincy, IL 62306

Ace Hardware 
1320 E. Street 
Charleston, IL 61920

All Source, LLC 
12078 US Rt 150 
Oakwood, IL 61858

All Type Hydraulics Corp. 
530 N Washington St 
Bunker Hill, IL 62014

Austin’s Parts and 
 Hardware 
105 W. Cumberland Rd 
Saint Elmo, IL 62458

Bertels Sales & Service 
4664 Seiler Road 
Dorsey, IL 62021

Cole’s Sales & Service 
211 S. Railroad 
Mcnabb, IL 61335

Cox’s Parts and Service 
401 Main 
Greenfield, IL 62044

Don’s Lawn & Saw Shop 
904 West City Rt 40 
Greenville, IL 62246

Gillard’s Hardware Inc 
335 Industrial Dr 
Albion, IL 62806

Gillard’s Hardware Inc 
112 E North St 
Grayville, IL 62844

Gillard’s Hardware Inc 
1678 Falcon Ave 
Carmi, IL 62821

Hedrick Repair Service 
8761 Sand Barrens Lane 
Saint Francisville, IL 62460

Herscher Auto Parts 
2019 W Rt 17 
Kankakee, IL 60901

Herscher Auto Parts 
230 S. Main St 
Herscher, IL 60941

Herter Sales 
11136 IL Rte 125 
Beardstown, IL 62618

Hoyer Outdoor 
 Equipment, Inc. 
7402 Unionville Road 
Brookport, IL 62910

 
JC&R Power Equipment 
306 E Main St 
Knoxville, IL 61448

Koehler Implement Co. 
1481 N. State Hwy 94 
Carthage, IL 62321

Leroy Farm & Lawn 
 Equipment 
605 West Cedar 
Leroy, IL 61752

Main Street Shop 
1213 W. Main St 
Fairfield, IL 62837

Marine Mower 
 & Saw Inc 
204 East Division 
Marine, IL 62061

Noonan True Value 
801 N Grand Ave E. 
Springfield, IL 62702

Performance Lawn 
 & Power 
1311 W Main 
Teutopolis, IL 62467

Pillar Equipment, Inc. 
2001 5Th Street Ste 40 
Silvis, IL 61282

Prescriptions Plus Ltd 
765 True Value Dr 
Lebanon, IL 62254

Quality Rental 
210 South Belt East 
Belleville, IL 62220

Ramsour Farm Supply 
25518 St Rt 161 
Centralia, IL 62801

Riedle, Inc. 
17290 N. 1800Th St 
Marshall, IL 62441

Scott Equipment 
 and Repair 
105 State Route 34 E 
Biggsville, IL 61418

Small Engine Specialty 
2372 Washington Road 
Washington, IL 61571

Small Engine Specialty 
224 West Truitt Ave 
Chillicothe, IL 61523

Smitty’s Automotive Inc 
36 St. Leos Rd 
Ruma, IL 62278

Sparks And Sons, Inc. 
5204 E 1050th Ave 
Oblong, IL 62449

Sparta Equipment Sales 
 & Service 
906 North Market St. 
Sparta, IL 62286-1046

Sparta Equipment Sales 
 & Service 
405 Elm St. 
Okawville, IL 62271

Stanley Mower Repair 
3593 N Meridian Rd 
Olney, IL 62450

Stewardson Builders 
 Supply, Inc 
1315 S. Hamilton 
Sullivan, IL 61951

Stewardson Builders 
 Supply, Inc 
408 N Cedar St 
Shelbyville, IL 62565

Streator Farm Mart, Inc 
400 N. Main Ave 
Ladd, IL 61329

Up-N-Runnin’ LLC 
1920 East Mound Road 
Decatur, IL 62526

Walt Schmid Repair 
 & Sales, Inc. 
2324 Carol Street 
Cahokia, IL 62206
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Larry’s typical day as an electric 
co-op lineworker actually started 

the night before. He was getting ready 
for bed when a woman reported her 
power was out. It was Larry’s weekly 
overnight to be on call, so the co-op 
truck was already in his driveway. He 
drove it to the woman’s house, ID’d 
a problem in the base of the meter, 
installed a temporary fix until an elec-
trician could get out the next day and 
returned home two hours later. He 
would report for work at the co-op 
office by 7:30 the next morning.
“I like hunting down problems,” said 
Larry. “I know I’m doing something 
the members can’t do themselves. 
They depend on us.”
 Larry’s like a lot of electric util-
ity lineworkers, said John Dvorak, 
director of safety and loss control 
for the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperatives.
 “There are more people who can’t  
do this work than can do it,” said 
Dvorak. “It takes specific skills and 
intestinal fortitude. They’re a ‘get it 
done’ type of personality.”
 Larry isn’t like a lot of lineworkers, 
he is a lot of lineworkers. He’s actually 
not a real person, but a combination  
of the real people I interviewed for 
this story about a typical day for  
a lineworker.

Following procedure

 Larry started his day in a room 
with the rest of the lineworkers, leaf-
ing through stacks of paper—check-
lists, maps, work orders—planning 
the day’s work. They compared notes, 
asked who was familiar with the area 
they were headed to and analyzed last 
night’s college ball game.

A (careful) day 
in the life of a lineworker

By Paul Wesslund

 In addition to taking time to coor-
dinate the plans and paperwork, these 
guys (there are a few women among 
the more than 15,000 co-op linework-
ers around the country) need to keep 
track of a lot of equipment. Neatly 
organized shelves in the warehouse 
hold saws, drills, climbing hooks, 
insulated work poles, trash cans and 
binoculars. They need to be wearing 
safety gear or have it close at hand—
hard hat, safety glasses, fire-retardant 
uniforms, steel-toed shoes, regular 
work gloves, hot-line safety gloves.
 One more delay kept the crews from 
driving off to their first jobs, and it was 
probably the most important reason of 
all—the weekly safety meeting.

 The co-op’s safety coordinator 
opened the meeting. She said that 
while catastrophic contact with elec-
tric current is always top concern, 
today’s meeting would focus on avoid-
ing “slips, trips and falls that can cause 
very big issues.” A safety specialist 
from the state co-op association told 
the group that he disagreed with the 
common idea that a lineworker’s job 
is dangerous: “It’s hazardous and 
unforgiving, but it doesn’t have to be 
dangerous if you follow the right pro-
cedures. We have the tools, the rules 
and the knowledge that can keep it 
from being dangerous.”
 By mid-morning, the convoy was 
ready. Three lineworkers drove three 
trucks: a service truck, a bucket truck 
pulling a trailer with a large spool of 
wire and a digger truck with a huge 
auger on top and pulling a trailer car-
rying a backhoe. They headed across 
the county for the day’s job—moving 
a ground-mounted transformer 500 
feet up a hill, closer to an under-
ground connection to a new barn.
 “It’s going to be muddy out there 
after the rain we’ve had,” said Larry. 
“When you’re working on underground 
connections, mud is not your friend.”
 We neared the site by late morning. 
To avoid interrupting the field work, 
the team stopped for an early lunch at 
a truck-stop McDonald’s. Over burg-
ers, I asked Larry about his training 
and his typical day.

We don’t say ‘hurry up’

 “There’s nothing routine,” he said. A 
work plan might get changed because 
someone crashed their car into a utility 
pole. Tomorrow he would be present-
ing a safety demonstration to a group 
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of elementary school students. He told 
about the satisfaction of traveling out of 
state to help repair hurricane damage.
 When the caravan arrived at the 
work site, the trucks drove up the 
packed, crushed-rock driveway, avoid-
ing the soft ground on either side.
 The three lineworkers gathered near 
the front of one of the trucks for what 
a lot of co-ops call a “tailgate meeting” 
and this co-op calls a “job briefing.” 
They read through forms, noting the 
address, cross street, job and account 
number. All three men signed the form.
 They broke their huddle and de-
energized the lines they would be 
working on, calling to let the office 
know the power had been cut. The 
next step was to use the backhoe to dig 
around the new connection pipes stick-
ing out of the ground, making room 
for a ground-mounted transformer. 
 When the backhoe finished digging 
around the new transformer location, 
it drove down to the old transformer 

site. The crew unhooked the electric 
connections then chained the trans-
former to the backhoe’s loader bucket 
to be carried up the hill. But to keep 
the backhoe from getting stuck in the 
mud on the trip up the hill, the trucks 
had to be backed down the driveway 
to clear the way for the backhoe to 
drive up on firmer ground.
 Two of the crew pulled new wire 
underground, then cut and spliced the 

two-inch diameter wires into the trans-
former box. They secured the connections 
before cleaning up the work site.
 On the return trip, the convoy vis-
ited the truck stop to top off the gas 
tanks. Back at the co-op, they checked 
the paperwork for the next day’s jobs, 
then stocked the trucks with the 
equipment they would need for an 
early start.
 Before we said goodbye, I asked 
Larry what he thought of the time it 
took to follow all the procedures of 
their work day.
 “We don’t think, ‘this is taking a long 
time,’” he said. “We just think, ‘this is 
how you do it.’ We don’t say, ‘hurry up.’ 
We look out for each other.”

Paul Wesslund writes on cooperative 
issues for the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, the Arlington, 
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 
900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives.
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 One of the hardest things for me 
to think about is what I need to do to 
prepare for my death. There are many 
items you should have in order for 
those you leave behind. Today there is 
something new to think about – our 
digital files. For me, most of my docu-
ments aren’t that important, but some, 
such as photos, could have sentimental 
value. The files I do have are spread 
all over the internet. I have files on 
Dropbox, OneDrive, Google Drive, 
Google photos, in my email, and sev-
eral other places. Many people would 
consider the information stored on 
Facebook very valuable. So how do 
we pass this data onto our loved ones? 
Let’s look at a few options.
 My first instinct would be to make 
sure all data is backed up on some type 
of storage media that would be easily 
accessible to my family. This could be 
an internal hard drive, a removable 
USB drive, or even a backup NAS 
appliance. This would probably be the 
easiest way, if you’re like me and every-
thing is spread all over the place. I take 
advantage of many cloud solutions and 
I could never afford enough storage 
to back it all up at my house. Some 
people even rely on cloud providers 
for their backup solutions. Another 
option would be to give someone you 
trust all your user names and pass-
words. This could be done digitally by 
using a password vault program like 
LastPass which allows for passing on 
your digital assets. With this solution, 
the person you trust will be notified 
how to access your data after you pass 
away. The down side is all your pass-
words are now in one place and online. 
Should the company get hacked, all 
your accounts are compromised. 
 So, what happens to our accounts 
when we pass on? It depends on the 
account. Not all providers have the 
same policies when it comes to releas-
ing your information to family and 
loved ones. Some companies don’t 
even have a process or procedure in 
place to accommodate it. What to do 

with a dead user’s information remains 
a tricky subject for most online service 
providers. The problem involves who 
actually owns the data - the party that 
sent the data, received the data, or the 
site that stores the data.
 Facebook has added a feature called 
“Legacy Contact” which allows you 
to designate someone to manage 
your Facebook account after you are 
gone. Once the Facebook profile is 
memorialized, the legacy contact can 
look after your account by responding 
to new friend requests, update your 
profile picture and photo cover, and 
request the removal of your account. 
However, there are some limitations. 
The legacy contact cannot login to 
your account, remove or change past 
posts, read your messages, remove your 
friends, or add a new legacy contact to 
your account. Companies like Amazon 
and Apple make it clear that you do 
not own the data or content that you 
download. What you have purchased 
is a license to access or use the content, 
and that license expires after you die.
 Since there is no standard regarding 
how an internet company handles your 
online account after death, it would be 
wise to document all accounts for your 
family and loved ones to access. Keep 
it in a safe place as a memorandum 

to your will, and make sure you docu-
ment in your will who you want to 
have access to these accounts. Also 
make sure you have some method of 
documenting your passwords that is 
safe and easy to manage. If you use the 
same email account to register all your 
services, as long as someone has access 
to that email account, it is possible to 
change passwords to other accounts 
and gain access. This method may also 
require you to document your answers 
to security questions for sites that have 
that security feature turned on.
 Planning for our departure isn’t 
always the most pleasant thing to do. 
Just remember, even though you saved 
your files in the “cloud,” you’re not 
going to have access to them when 
you get to heaven. Make sure you 
have a plan to pass those precious pic-
tures, or other important files, on to 
your family. 

Dan Gerard, CISSP, is 
the Chief Technology 
Officer for the 
Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives in 
Springfield.

Comment on this column

Visit icl.coop and click on Powered Up to respond. Your 
response might even be included in a future column.

Planning for the future
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Cut your energy bills. ClimateMaster geothermal sys-
tems tap the constant temperature of the earth to pro-
vide heating, cooling, and hot water. Your home stays 
comfortable year-round while trimming your energy 
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Cut your heating and cooling 
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T    ucked away in the middle  
of farmland outside of Monticello 

hides a paradise. Driving down county 
roads barely large enough for two cars 
to meet, you suddenly enter a world 
where you may not think you’re in 
Illinois anymore.
 Allerton Park and Retreat Center 
contains 1,500 acres of woodland 
and prairie areas, a meadow, formal 
sculpture gardens, hiking trails, lodging 
facilities, and a Georgian style mansion. 
While it was originally a private estate, 
the sculptures, gardens, wildlife and 
architecture can be enjoyed by the public. 
 Visitors to the park are able to hike 
the rolling trails, relax by the reflecting 
pond and admire the gardens all because 

Art, architecture and 
           amusement at Allerton      

this area was simply a gift. Since 1946, 
Allerton Park has been owned and 
curated by the University of Illinois after 
a man named Robert Allerton gifted this 
estate to the university.  
 Robert was born into privilege in 
Chicago. His father, Samuel Allerton, 
was a prominent and successful self-
made businessman in the 1800s. This 
allowed Robert to go to school in Europe 
to study art and travel the world. 
 “He was a self-proclaimed failed 
artist,” says Derek Peterson, director 
of Allerton Park. “In a very dramatic 
fashion, he burned all his paintings at 
26 and came back to the states.” 

by Colten Bradford

House of the Golden Buddhas

Sun Singer

View of the Fu Dog Garden

      Peterson says that Robert went to 
       his father unsure of what he was 
going to do. He was then moved 
downstate to run the farms his father 
owned. “It was predestined that Robert 
was coming here,” Peterson explained. 
At age 7, Robert and his mother 
caught scarlet fever, which proved fatal 
for his mother. As a result, Samuel 
gifted the estate, later named Allerton 
Park, to Robert to plan for his future.
 Peterson describes Robert as private, 
creative and generous. “At the time, he 
was probably considered eccentric, but 
nowadays, I think he’d fit right in. He 
was ahead of his time.”
 After building the mansion, Robert 
would work in the summer and 
develop the estate, and in the winter, 

Brick Wall Garden



Art, architecture and 
           amusement at Allerton      

he and his lifelong companion and 
architect John Gregg would travel the 
world. During his travels, he would 
find pieces of art and inspiration for 
his private paradise at home. “He had 
great vision,” Peterson says. “He was 
very creative.”
 Robert collected some pieces during 
his travels. For example, Peterson 
explains, whenever he would come 
across a blue porcelain Fu Dog 
sculpture, he would buy it for his Fu 
Dog Garden, which consists of 22 Fu 
Dogs sitting on concrete pedestals.
 Other pieces in the park Robert had 
commissioned. While in Stockholm, 
Sweden, Robert spotted the Sun Singer, 
a bronze sculpture of the Greek sun 
god Apollo. He was impressed by it 
and contacted the artist Carl Milles to 
create a replica for him. 
 From the Sun Singer to the Fu 
Dog Garden, visitors can enjoy formal 
gardens inspired from all over the world. 
Visitors can walk down the Avenue 
of the Chines Musicians, check out 
the view from the observation deck in 
the House of the Golden Buddhas or 
hike to one of Peterson’s favorite areas, 
the Death of the Last Centaur. This 
sculpture can be found in the woods 
along one of the park’s major trails. It 
sits in the center of a path between four 
massive pillars at each end.
 “The complexities of that garden… 
while it seems simple, the great length 
of the garden really impresses me,” 
Peterson explains. 
 After nearly 40 years, Robert and 
John, who he eventually adopted after 
a change in state legislation, decided to 
move to Kauai, Hawaii, which is why 
he decided to gift it to the U of I. 
 “We maintain it pretty much the 
same way Robert had it,” Peterson says. 
“It’s a beast to work with. We do our 
best to make sure the life and the story 
remains the same and that we keep 
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Avenue of the Chinese Musicians

 “We have a lot of research that goes 
on here,” Peterson notes. “It’s mainly 
all focused in the natural areas because 
we have 1,500 acres of pre-European 
settlement right here in the middle of 
central Illinois, which isn’t something 
that comes up very much.”
 Peterson says that there’s an esti-
mated 225,000 people that come 
through the park every year. 
 “Allerton Park is a little bit of an oasis 
where people know that cell phones 
don’t work very well, you can fly a kite 
in the meadow, you can picnic and it’s 
quiet. People utilize it as an escape from 
everyday life,” Peterson explains. “People 
just use it as a place to come out and 
enjoy getting away from it all. It’s kind 
of a destination close by, but it feels like 
you’re worlds away.”
 If you’re looking to get away, 
Allerton Park is free to the public,  
but donations are welcome. The park is 
open seven days a week from  
8 a.m. to sunset. For upcoming  
events, visit Facebook.com/
AllertonPark. 

things preserved. We make sure the 
legacy is still here from when he left.”
 Taking care of the park isn’t an easy 
feat. Right now, there are about 18 staff 
members. Two of them are garden staff 
who maintain the 80-acres of formal 
gardens, two natural area staff who care 
for the 1,500 acres of the natural area 
that surrounds the park, and there are 
three maintenance staff members. They 
also hire four or five extra help staff that 
work through the summer in the garden. 
Peterson says the park relies heavily on 
donors and volunteers for support. 
 In addition, Allerton Park also hosts 
conferences, weddings, special events, 
and overnight stays in the mansion and 
around the property. Throughout the 
estate, there are 41 overnight rooms, 
and 17 of those are in the mansion. 
You can even stay in Robert’s bedroom. 
 Because it’s part of the U of I, 
Allerton Park offers supplementary 
education resources for the university 
because of the natural areas, gardens, 
art and architecture. There’s even a 
concert series it hosts in the fall.

Chinese Maze Garden

Allerton Park mansion and reflecting pond

Sun Singer
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RIVERBOAT TWILIGHT

One- and two-day Mississippi River cruises 
aboard the Victorian-styled Riverboat Twilight, 
the most luxurious riverboat launched in the 
past 100 years. Let our captain be your guide to 
majestic eagles, river wildlife, towering bluffs 
and historic river towns.

riverboattwilight.com | 800.331.1467

FORT DODGE

Find miles of adventures by riding 65 miles at 
Gypsum City Off-Highway Vehicle Park, kayaking 
70 miles on two water trails, snowmobiling 150 
miles on trails or enjoying 45 miles of equestrian 
and biking trails all near Fort Dodge.

fortdodgecvb.com | 888.573.4282

AMANA COLONIES

Willkommen to the Amana Colonies, seven 
charming villages where you’ll experience our 
unique German culture, savor our cuisine, marvel 
at our handcrafted products, and sip our locally 
crafted wines and beers. Unique and charming, 
the Amana Colonies: like no other.

amanacolonies.com

LECLAIRE

A delightful shopping, touring and dining 
experience with historic charm on the Mighty 
Mississippi! Home of the American Pickers, 
birthplace of Buffalo Bill and family-friendly 
events. Enjoy a brewery, distillery and winery, and 
cruise on an old-fashioned paddleboat, too. It’s 
all there in LeClaire! 

visitleclaire.com | 563.289.4242 ext. 61135

CEDAR RAPIDS

Visit Cedar Rapids August 3–5 for newbo evolve, 
a multidisciplined celebration of the creative 
Bohemian spirit. Featuring Maroon 5, fashion 
phenom Christian Siriano, stylist Carson Kressley 
and more. Come for three days of music, art  
and inspiration!

newboevolve.com | 319.398.5009

MATCHSTICK MARVELS

The Matchstick Marvels display is wood art at 
its best. Patrick Acton turns ordinary wooden 
matchsticks into detailed works of art. Since 
1977, he has used over six million matchsticks to 
create models both large and small such as the 
U.S. Capitol and the USS Iowa.

matchstickmarvels.com | 641.473.2410

CLEAR LAKE / MASON CITY

Experience rare Frank Lloyd Wright architecture, 
magnificent art, sprawling gardens and 
extraordinary events. After a relaxing day on the 
lake, explore The Music Man Square and Surf 
Ballroom – sites that bring music and history 
together like nowhere else.

travelnorthiowa.com | 800.423.5724

OKOBOJI

Okoboji has abundant water recreation activities 
like fishing, boating and beaches. Explore our vast 
trail system connecting state and county parks 
with museums, golfing, shopping, unique dining 
and Arnolds Park Amusement Park. It’s no wonder 
we’re called Iowa’s #1 vacation destination!

vacationokoboji.com | 800.270.2574

FAIRFIELD

There’s something about Fairfield … call it a 
feeling, a flavor or a vibe. Located in Southeast 
Iowa, this colorful, artsy community moves to 
its own beat. Journey off the beaten path and 
discover what makes Fairfield so unique.

fairfieldvibe.com | 641.472.2828

PELLA

The small town of Pella presents the best of both 
worlds, combining a progressive nature with old 
world flavor. The European-style architecture, 
Dutch windmills and beautiful parks take you 
back in history without sacrificing up-to-date 
amenities. Come visit us soon!

visitpella.com | 888.746.3882
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Taste of the Prairie

Flesor’s Candy Kitchen By Valerie Cheatham

When you step into Flesor’s Candy Kitchen in Tuscola, 
you immediately see the old-fashioned, turn-of-the-

century soda fountain with the marble top, shiny silver 
soda faucets and the mahogany backbar filled with clear 
ice cream dishes and soda glasses. You half expect to see a 
young couple sharing an ice cream soda with two straws and 
little Johnny spinning wildly on one of the barstools as he 
takes bites of his ice cream. 
 Everywhere you look seems as if it was taken from the set 
of an old television show. There are the mahogany tables and 
booths, candy cases, stained-glass lights and an old booth 
where you pay.  However, everything is genuine and has quite 
a story of its own.
 Greek immigrant Gus Flesor came to the U.S. in the 
late 1800s. A former shepherd and farmer, his family was 
poor, and he was looking for a better life for all of them. He 
held many jobs and stumbled upon an opportunity to learn 
how to make candy. Gus eventually ended up in the small 
midwestern town of Tuscola where he and another fellow 
decided to go into business together. They bought the orig-
inal brick building at the corner of Sale and Main streets, 
where the business still exists today. 
 The Flesor children were raised making candy and operat-
ing the soda fountain. They learned to  dip chocolates, make 
caramels and a wide variety of other treats. Gus’ son Paul and 
wife Betty operated candy stores on the east coast and moved 
back to Tuscola when Gus was no longer able to work. They 
and their three children carried on the Flesor tradition. 
 In the 1970s, the economy took a turn for the worse. 
Businesses were closing and they were just barely holding 
on; candy and ice cream just weren’t enough. They attempted 

a full-scale restaurant, and even a bar, but to no avail. Sadly, 
they finally had to close the business, auction off the building 
and its contents, and turn the key in the lock for the last time. 
 The new owner removed all of the contents and the 
building sat and slowly deteriorated. The roof leaked, and 
the original tin ceiling fell down. It sat there for more than 
20 years as the painted brick signage on its exterior slowly 
faded away. 
 Almost 30 years passed before one of Gus’ granddaugh-
ters felt compelled to return to Tuscola. Ann Flesor Beck 
convinced her younger sister Devon Flesor Story to con-
sider reopening the old store. Devon admits she was a bit 
bored with her job and that Ann did a great job selling her 
idea. Both sisters are quite accomplished. Ann holds sev-
eral degrees, including a PhD, and Devon was an English 
instructor at Eastern Illinois University, but both felt it was 
time for a change. 
 Ironically, just weeks before, Devon heard on the street 
that the original furnishings were still sitting in a warehouse. 
 As far as the building, Devon refers to her English 
degree to describe it. “Remember Charles Dickens’ 
character Miss Havisham? She was jilted at the altar and 
after she wore her bridal gown all the time. Her house was 
covered with cobwebs and was falling down,” she explains. 
“That’s how I saw this place. No one had touched it and it 
was rotting from within.”
 She made plans to buy back the furnishings. “It was just 
meant to be,” she says. “The antique dealer had twice tried 
to sell the contents, but the deal always fell through.”
 In essence, the city of Tuscola gave the building to the 
sisters and helped them apply for monies to help with the 

Devon and Ann  
dipping white 

chocolate  
turtles.
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Flesor’s Candy Kitchen
101 W. Sale St., Tuscola

217-253-3753

Hours:
Mon.-Sun.: 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Breakfast served: 6 – 10 a.m.
Lunch served: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Credit cards are accepted.

http://www.flesorscandy.com/

renovation and cost of the original furnishings. Ann and 
Devon applied for tourism dollars and borrowed thousands 
to make their dream a reality. It took them 18 months and 
much sweat equity, but they finally reopened Flesor’s Candy 
Kitchen in August 2004. The town has not stopped support-
ing them since.
 Their brother had all the old candy recipes and, with 
his knowledge and their memories of working there, they 
started preparing the candies. Their 80-year-old mother even 
came in to help dip the candies. Her eye sight was terrible, 
but she hadn’t forgotten that feel of the chocolate.
 More than a decade later, the store now has more than 
40 varieties of small-batch, handmade and hand-dipped 
candies. They range from Paul’s Favorite, a customer-favorite 
turtle consisting of large crunchy pecans, dolloped with 
homemade caramel and hand dipped in chocolate. They only 
use high quality Guittard chocolate and never use preserva-
tives. They also make honey salted caramels, honey nou-
gat, divinity and several hard candies including cinnamon 
squares and horehound candies. 
 One of its biggest draws is the soda fountain with 
handmade sodas, phosphates, sundaes, milkshakes and many 
more. These are the sodas that will take your grandparents 
down memory lane.
 Their homemade ice creams boast a 14 percent butterfat 
content, one of the highest in the state. Flavors vary from 
the basics to a turtle, which contains pieces of Paul’s Favorite 
mixed in, peanut butter, butter pecan, chocolate chip cookie 
dough, raspberry, lemon and black walnut. 
 Breakfast includes a variety of favorites including biscuits 
and gravy, homemade omelets, eggs and a variety of meats. 
It ranges in cost from $2.95 for a half order of biscuits and 
gravy to $5.95 for Flesor’s Special of biscuits and gravy, two 
eggs, and your choice of meat.
 Daily lunch specials run $6.95 to $7.95 and include items 
such as Beef Manhattan, Honey Mustard Pork Loin and Beef 
Liver and Onions. There is also a good selection of salads and 
sandwiches running from $4.50 to $8.50. We sampled a couple 
of crowd favorites – the Reuben and the cheeseburger. The 
Reuben is served on marble rye, with thinly sliced lean corned 
beef, cheese and a homemade boiled red cabbage in place of 
the typical sauerkraut. Once grilled, it has a nice crunch on the 
outside with gooey cheese, lean meat and the cabbage adds just 
the right combination of bite to the sandwich. It is served with 
a sweet and tangy house-made Thousand Island dressing, and 
one bite makes it easy to understand why it’s a favorite.
 My co-worker had the cheeseburger which was juicy and 
fresh. It was a two-hands, two napkin burger that could 
never be called wimpy, and was served with an abundance of 
crispy, fresh-out-of-the-fryer French fries.
 Flesor’s Candy Kitchen is worth making the trip to down-
town Tuscola, whether you are headed down Interstate 57, 
across Route 36, or just want to take a weekend drive, you 
won’t be sorry. 

 Just as the sisters learned the trade from their father and 
grandfather, they would love to share it with anyone that is 
“genuinely interested in learning this almost archaic trade,” 
says Devon. “Not just on a lark, but if you would be seriously 
interested, visit us. We would like to pass on our knowledge.”
  If you, or someone you know, have great interest in learn-
ing the trade, call Devon or Ann at 217-253-3753.

Reuben sandwich 
on marble rye
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Don’t take ‘em home! By Mike Roux

 A wildlife specialist in 
Springfield got a call recently 
from a concerned citizen who 
had a newborn white-tailed 
deer fawn. He gets these 
calls every year, just as does 
every office of the Illinois 
Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR).
 The fawn had been near 
a highway with its mother 
when traffic spooked the doe, 
and instinct took over. The 
doe bounded into nearby 
woods, a move that normally 
would draw a predator’s 
attention. The fawn dropped 
to the ground, where it lay 
stock still.
 However, the fawn was in 
plain sight of the highway. 
Traffic stopped, and a well-
intentioned motorist decided 
the fawn was abandoned and 
scooped it up and took it 
home. Then they called the 
IDNR.
 The fawn was fine where it was. Left 
alone, the doe would have come back 
and led its young to a safer place. But 
now you have a wild animal out of its 
element, a nice person who has unwit-
tingly broken the law, and decreasing 
chances of the fawn’s survival with 
every passing hour.
 This situation plays out dozens of 
times each year, involving wildlife 
ranging from deer and opossums to 
robin chicks and tiny cottontail rab-
bits. People do not see the animals’ 
mothers nearby and decide the young 
are orphans. Thinking they are doing 
a good deed, they bring the animal 
home. But these well-intentioned 
adoptions are not in the animals’ best 
interest.
 Most young birds found on the 
ground have simply grown too big for 
their nests and are still being fed by 
their parents. Young birds or mammals 

brought inside cannot survive on bread 
soaked in milk. Human food is no 
substitute for the natural foods they 
receive in the wild, which are often 
partially digested or otherwise pre-
pared by parents.
 Similar solutions are advisable for 
deer fawns, and other young wild ani-
mals found without obvious parental 
supervision. Many wild parents do not 
act like humans, hovering around their 
young. A human mother would not 
leave a baby alone in clumps of grass, 
but this is normal behavior for white-
tailed deer. Does visit their fawns only 
long enough to nurse them. By staying 
away the rest of the time, they avoid 
drawing predators’ attention.
 First, it is illegal to possess wild ani-
mals without a permit. More impor-
tantly, there are no approved vaccines 
to protect wild animals against rabies 
and other diseases, many of which can 
strike humans as well. Wild adoptions 

put people as well as animals at risk.
 Parasites present another risk. One 
example is Baylisascaris procyonis, a 
common parasite of raccoons. Eight of 
10 raccoons have this parasitic round 
worm, but they have a natural resis-
tance. Humans do not. Baylisascaris 
can cause serious illness in people, par-
ticularly children.  
 Even under the best of circum-
stances, most animals born in the wild 
don’t survive to adulthood. Most fall 
victim to disease, predators, inclement 
weather, or just bad luck. That is why 
they produce many more young each 
year than are needed to perpetuate 
their species. Death is a necessary part 
of life in the wild.
 This knowledge, along with an 
understanding of the dangers and 
problems involved, provide ample rea-
son not to adopt wildlife. 

Outdoors

Removing baby animals from their natural environment is seldom a good idea, 
even if you think you can help them. 
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1 Abigail Draper, age 8
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative
This was taken in the front yard in January after a 
snow.
2 Eric Bertoldo 
Shelby Electric Cooperative
I had a rare opportunity to photograph sandhill cranes 
near Assumption, IL.
3 Keith Boes
Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative
Eastern bluebird in the backyard 
4 MaryJane Boes
Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative
Ring-necked pheasant in a field
5 Tiffany Gregson 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative
Our kids wanted to scare this woodpecker off the swing 
set. They were afraid he was going to peck it full of 
holes!
6 Shirley Wyatt
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative
Many different birds come to our porch, but the brown 
thrush fly away at the slightest movement. I love the 
brown thrush. They have a beautiful song.
*photo descriptions have been edited for clarity and space
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we can scan. When submitting, include details about the 
photo, artist’s name and the co-op name.
 If you would like us to return your work, include a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. We are not respon-
sible for photos lost in the mail.
 We retain reprint and online rights. 
Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full terms and conditions.

Like birds of a feather, ICL readers flocked together and 
submitted an overwhelming number of bird photos. 
It was difficult to choose just six! With all the photos 
rolling in, different themes are emerging: colors of 
the sky, spring flowers and wildlife will be featured in 
coming editions of Snapshots. So, while you’re out and 
about this spring, remember to bring your camera, and 
don’t forget to send in your snapshots!

2
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Our
63rd
year

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS
Marble size pellets. Works at any depth.

KillLakeWeeds.com

Before          After

FREE SHIPPING! Certified and
approved for use by state agencies.

State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E. P. A.

10 lb. bag
treats up to
4,000 sq.ft.
$88.00. 

50 lb. bag
treats up to
20,000 sq.ft.
$334.00. 

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 487

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

KILL
LAKE

WEEDS

800-328-9350

Order online today, or request free information.

BUILT STRONGER.
LOOKS BETTER. LASTS LONGER.

RESIDENTIAL | FARM | EQUESTRIAN | COMMERCIAL | COMMUNITY | REPAIRS

When you build with Morton, you
build something that lasts. A Morton
stands the test of time—we’ve been
at this for more than 110 years after
all. What got us here is simple: 
our materials, our people and a 
warranty that beats all others.

©2018 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Ref Code 607

800-447-7436 • mortonbuildings.com

#4436

Morton_ILCountryLiv_4.18.qxp_Layout 1  2/15/18  4:32 PM  Page 1
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$3,650only

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256.

ILLINOIS PROPERTIES NEEDED: Horse, 
Hobby or Mini Farms, Land, Country 
Estates, Log or Lake Homes. Premier 
 Marketing  Program specializes in rural 
 Illinois. Buyers prefer our #1 country 
 website, FarmAndLakeHouses.com. Get 
better  exposure –  largest MLS (35,790 
agents includes Chicago), 100’s of 
 websites & ads in equine, recreational & 
outdoor magazines. Exclusive Real Estate 
Booth showcases  listings to 40,000+ 
attendees at sport, horse & outdoors 
shows across Illinois! Since 1991, Farm 
and Lake Houses R.E.- managing broker 
Jerry Grodesky (217) 386-4220.

Call the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs!

1-800-748-0645
Mobile Home Super Insulated

Roof Over Systems

Factory Direct from Roof King
40 Year Warranty

 — Since 1982 —

www.roofking.net
 

mother
nature

looks like

protect what matters

DIY KIT 30 x 36 

Starting at $8,559

Check out  our new 3D
designer on our website!

Visit WorldwideSteelBuildings.com for more information.Visit WorldwideSteelBuildings.com for more information.

• Homes Moved & Setup
• Double Wides a Specialty
• Bought and Sold

G o r d o n  S p r a d l i n
MOBILE HOME SERVICE

Call: 217.370.2629
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Fast-Growing Trees 

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY

For windbreak, screen 
and shade – some grow

up to 6 feet per year!

Call toll-free 
888-749-0799
For FREE brochure or to place an order

12818 Edgerton Road
New Haven, IN 46774 www.advancedtree.com

Illinois Mar_April_2018.qxp_Advanced Tree  1/24/       

Wanted to buy: Standing 
timber, all species except 
pine. Lumber & Pallet 
material for sale. Southern 
Illinois Area. 618‑893‑4223.

Wanted: Standing timber. 
This cash crop needs 
 harvested like any other 
crop. Cash in while prices 
are good. Call 618-423-9285.

www.ManseaMetal.com

10
YEAR

anniversary

METAL ROOFING & CUSTOM POLE BARNS

Mt. Zion, IL

 

 
  

 

Open Monday - Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 

 
 

 

 
 

Free EstimatesCall Toll Free

• Set Rafters
• Grain Bin Moving 

& Demolition 
Service

G o r d o n  S p r a d l i n
HIGHLIFT SERVICE

Call: 217.370.2629

Market Place

It’s planting time. We have white pine 
and Norway Spruce to plant as wind 
break or privacy screen. Call John at 
TurfGreen Landscaping. The more trees 
we plant the better for our environment. 
217-793-1114 or 217-306-0248.

Food, fun, and over 100 craft and food vendors!   
For more information and schedule of events visit 

www.cityoffulton.us. 

Fulton Tourism 
912 4th Street, Fulton, IL  61252 
815-589-3925 
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For a complete listing of Events, visit our website www.icl.coop
 

Date Book Highlights
HAAQG Quilt Spectrum 2018

WHEN:  April 13-14, 2018, Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
WHERE: Parke Regency Hotel and Conference Center,  
 1413 Leslie Dr., Bloomington
COST:  $5
CONTACT:  http://www.haaqg.com/quiltshow.html

The Bloomington Normal Hands All Around Quilt Guild’s Annual Quilt 
Spectrum will feature beautiful quilts, a quilt raffle, a unique boutique of 
handmade gifts, learning opportunities for experienced and novice quilters, 
vendors and more. The theme for this year’s show is, “Quilts Between 
Friends.” The Guild’s beautiful 2018 raffle quilt is “Bunny in the Blooms”  
and was unveiled at the September guild meeting.

deTour Through Jefferson County

WHEN:  April 28, 2018, 8 a.m.
WHERE:  The National Guard Armory, 600 Shiloh Dr., Mt. Vernon
COST:  Registration is $25 before April 18, $35 after April 18
CONTACT:  https://www.thegreatdetour.org/

Roll through scenic hilly countryside and small towns that wind through the 
relatively flat terrain of Jefferson County, IL experiencing the Midwest in ways 
you never could while driving. We have three recreational rides for you to choose 
from: 62, 35, and 15-mile or a 5K Fun Run/Walk. Both start and finish at the 
Illinois National Guard Armory. The rides include rest stops supplied with food 
and water every 10 miles or so. The run begins at 9 a.m. Those that pre-register 
receive a performance short sleeved shirt, free admission to Cedarhurst Museum 
Art Gallery post event, and much more. In case of rain deTour of Jefferson 
County will be April 29, 2018.

7th Annual Riverbend Earth Day Festival

WHEN:  April 14, 2018, Noon-6 p.m.
WHERE:  Piasa Harbor, 10815 Lockhaven Rd., Godfrey
COST:  Free
CONTACT:  The Nature Institute, https://www.thenatureinstitute.org/

The Nature Institute (TNI) is excited to host the 7th annual Riverbend Earth Day 
Festival in partnership with the Great Rivers Land Trust, the National Great Rivers 
Research and Education Center/Lewis and Clark Community College and the 
Sierra Club. This event is FREE and open to all. The event will be held, rain or shine, 
at Piasa Harbor in Godfrey, Ill, which is located on Route 100 / the Great River 
Road, across from Lockhaven Golf Club. Guests can enjoy local foods, unique goods 
by local vendors and artists, live music, children’s activities with nature-inspired arts 
and crafts, and more. 
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Call now to get the Hopper 3

The DVR that speaks your language. 

Meet the Hopper® 3  

PREM_296862

QUAD CITIES • (563) 265-2450 
4038 Utica Ridge Road, Bettendorf, IA

WESTERN IL • (217) 212-2074 
101 N. Industrial Park Drive, Pittsfield, IL

NORTHERN IL • (815) 200-1255 
320 John St., Pecatonica, IL

SOUTHERN IL • (618) 205-6998 
11580 IL Route 37, Marion, IL

CENTRAL IL • (309) 215-9595 
1103 Martin Luther King Unit 3A, Bloomington, IL 

Watch live & recorded 
TV anywhere.

Watching TV anywhere requires an internet-
connected, compatible mobile device.

Built-in Netflix, 
YouTube, and Pandora.
*Netflix streaming membership required.

Thank you to everyone 
who participated in 

Best of Illinois 2018 survey. 

Below are the lucky individuals 
that won a $100 Vias gift card.

Amy Dykstra  
Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc., 

Tory Zimmerman 
Eastern Illini 

Electric Cooperative 

Mary Kay Smitley 
Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative Association.



and it isn’t just corn.

You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 
geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy in your own backyard to provide savings of up 
to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. That’s money in the bank and a smart investment in your family’s 
comfort. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure.

visit waterfurnace.com
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace 
International, Inc. ©2018 WaterFurnace International, Inc.

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 429-1105

Delevan
Jeckel Plmb & Htg
(309) 244-8265

Flora/Fairfield
Electro-Electric
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden & Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg
(309) 965-2604

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric
(618) 943-2243

Macomb
Arnold Bros. Htg & Clg
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D & C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Mt. Vernon
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Petersburg
Collins Plmb, Htg & Clg
(217) 793-8031

Thomasboro
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125

Virden
Snells Plmb
(217) 965-3911




