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Is Electricity a 
Medical Necessity? 
If so, WIEC needs to know! 

For some members, electric- 
ity is more than a convenience; 
it is a necessity. Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop, realizes that some 
homes are equipped with life- 
sustaining medical equipment that 
requires a reliable source of power. 
Our commitment to you is to pro¬ 
vide electric service safely and with 
as few interruptions as possible. 
Unfortunately, it is impossible to 
guarantee uninterrupted power 100 
percent of the time. Each year, 
events - some beyond our control - 
occur and cause power outages. 
For Outages due to 
routine maintenance 

Members will receive a call 
ahead of time when the electricity 
will be out for planned mainte¬ 
nance. That way, members will 

know when the power will be out 
and for how long. 
For Outages due to weather or 
other unforeseen circumstances 

We urge members to obtain a 
back-up source of power recom¬ 
mended by the manufacturer of 
any life-sustaining or critical care 
equipment you may have in your 
home. For example, battery back¬ 
ups or standby generators can 
provide you with electric power 
if service from the cooperative is 
interrupted. (9521-42) 

Talk with relatives or friends 
today and devise a plan whereby 
the individual who relies on this 
equipment will have somewhere 
to stay in the event of a major 
power outage, or even for just a 
few hours. 

101 Low-Cost/NoCost 
Home Energy-Saving Measures 

Want to 
Learn How to 
Save on your 
Electric bill? 

f 

WIEC Members can stop by the 
WIEC office and pick up their 
FREE copy of 

101 Low-Cost/No-Cost 
Flome Energy-Saving Measures 

Inside are many useful tips (6732- 
48) to help better manage your 
home’s energy costs. Some re¬ 
quire a trip to your local hardware 
store (#63 - Insulate electric wall 
plugs and wall switches with foam 
pads) and some are just common 
sense (#51 - Turn off coffee mak¬ 
ers when not in use) but all are 
intended to save you money! 

co 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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524 North Madison 1 P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217'357'3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WlEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

eplace any light bulb 
Replace any light bulb that 

burns more than one hour per 
day with its equivalent com¬ 
pact florescent bulb. 

Log onto the Energy Tools 
section of www.touchstoneen- 
ergv.coop under “CFL Cal¬ 
culator,” plug the number of 
incandescent bulbs in your 
home into the online calcula- 

and see how much money 

you can save each year by 
swapping out light hulbs. It just 
makes cents. (9622-26-0) 

ecfrical Fire 
You walk into the laundry 

room and smell smoke. What 
do you do? Fire becomes more 
dangerous by the second. If you 
can’t fight it during the beginning 
stages, when it’s safest; get out im¬ 
mediately. It you decide that you 
can safely try to extinguish, here 
are a few basic tips: 

If you see smoke or smell an 
outlet burning, shut off the power 
at the circuit breaker or fuse box 
and call the fire department. 

If an appliance catches fire, 
switch off appliance and unplug it 

immediately if possible. Smother 
fire with blanket or Type C ex¬ 
tinguisher. Never try to cool with 
water because water conducts 
electricity and can give you an 
electrical shock. 

If the fire is getting out of 
control, the room is filling with 
smoke, the extinguisher runs out 
or your exit is becoming blocked 
- get out immediately. Never let 
flames get between you and your 
way out. Once you are out, never 
go back inside. 
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Youth Tour Rocks!!!! 
Students can win an 

What is Youth Tour? It’s a 
great way for a high school sopho- 
more, junior or senior to win an 
all-expense paid trip to Washing¬ 
ton DC. Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop, will award one son or 
daughter of a WIEC member an 
all-expense paid eight-day trip to 
our nation’s capital. To enter the 
contest, students must complete 
a Web quiz that consists of multi¬ 
ple-choice, short answer and short 
essay questions. 

"... huge thank you for 

giving me the opportunity to 

go to Washington DC., It 

was everything I expected 

and more!" ... Kortney 

Freeman, 2007 Youth to 

Washington Winner 

The WIEC winner will join 
about 50 other Illinois high school 
students in Washington during 
the week of June 12-19, 2009. 
During the time in D.C., students 
will learn about American and 
rural electric history, as well as 
state and federal government. 
In past years, students met with 
representatives in the House and 
Senate, visited Arlington Nation¬ 
al Cemetery, the Smithsonian Air 
and Space Museum, Mt. Vernon, 
World War II Memorial, the U.S. 
Memorial Holocaust Museum, and 
(9521-42) even danced the night 
away on a river boat cruise on the 
Potomac River. 

As part of the contest, WIEC 
will award the top six entrants an 

all-expense paid trip to Washington D.C. 

all-expense paid trip to Spring- 
field, 111. as part of the Youth Day 
in Springfield to visit the Illinois 
State Capitol on April 1, 2009 
and see state government in ac¬ 
tion. One of those six students 
will be awarded the trip to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

Application packets are avail¬ 
able at the WIEC office and your 
high school’s guidance counselor’s 
office. Applications are due back 
to the WIEC office by February 

Jessica Siverly 
2008 Youth to Washington Winner 

15, 2009. 
For more information con¬ 

tact the WIEC office or visit the 
WIEC website at www.wiec.net . 

It has never been easier to win 
this trip of a life-time. 

" I don't even know what to 

say. It was the funnest week of 

my life!" ... Dan Scheetz, 2006 

Youth to Washington Winner 

Illinois Youth Tour Representatives 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING January 2009 



Home 
Air leaks can lead to high-energy 

bills. Use these steps to find leaks in 
your home. Also, call your electric 
cooperative to find out if they con¬ 
duct home blower door tests that 
will find air leaks for you. 

1. Start outside. Look for gaps 
between your house and its 
foundation; gas, electric, 
phone, satellite, Internet and 
cable lines; your dryer vent; 
outdoor water faucets. A way to 
find large gaps in these places is 
to have someone shine a flash¬ 
light at night on one side while 
you’re on the other. If you can 
see light, air can certainly get 
through. Expandable foam may 
work well to fill in these gaps. 

2. Next check the door and 
window frames. You can use a 
piece of paper slipped between 
the frame and window or door. 
If you can pull out the paper 
without it tearing, air can get 
in. Weather-stripping will seal 
these areas. 

3. Search for small leaks using an 
incense stick. Pass the lit stick 
along the edges of a suspected 
leak and see if the smoke 
blows in or out. Do this on a 
windy day. Check for small 
leaks around outlets on outside 
walls, ceiling fans, recessed 
lights, vent fans, etc. Caulk and 

weather-stripping can help stop 
these leaks. 

Remember: If you find leaks, seal 
them! A variety of products, from 
caulk to foam sealers can be found 
at your local home store to help 
tighten up your home. 

Welcome New Members 
ANNA F. & JAMES BLYTHE, BIGGSVILLE 

CHARLES W. & R. ELAINE BYERS, ROSEVILLE 
BRIAN M. & TISHA M. CARROLL, BOWEN 

CASADY BROTHERS CROP PRODUCTION, WARSAW 
JEROME & SANDRA CURRY, GLADSTONE 

DUSTIN DETHERAGE, LAHARPE 
KEVIN DRISKELL, NIOTA 

FOUR NEIGHBORS IRRIGATION, WARSAW 
PATRICIA HARPIN, GLADSTONE 

PAULINE M. HEDGES, NIOTA 
RODNEY & BECKY HUES, HAMILTON 

STEPHEN KEPPNER, COATSBURG 
CHRISTOPHER LINK, LAHARPE 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

BOBBY LOGAN, LAHARPE 
MARY LUDER, NIOTA 

RUSSELL & RENEE MCCLAIN, NAUVOO 
GERALD & RUTH MARTIN, NAUVOO 

MARGE MOORE, GOLDEN 
MYERS BROS, MACOMB 

KATHY PIEPER, DONNELLSON, IA 
RED HORSE LTD., NIOTA 

KENNETH D. SCHUSTER, NIOTA 
RYAN J. SHAW, BASCO 

BILL & KIMBERLY SIKES, WARSAW 
KIM SMITH, NAUVOO 

ERMA E. SWANK, CARTHAGE 

6< 



Learn Which Appliances 
are Costing You the Most 
Let the Kill-a-Watt monitors show how much 
If the refrigerator is acting up, 

do you repair or replace? The 
appliance ads brag that their new 
appliances are so energy efficient, 
that even a 10-year old appliance 
may use so much electricity that 
it may be wise to replace it. But 
how do you know how much elec¬ 
tricity the old appliance is (6732- 
48) actually using? 

There is a device that can easily 
show how much electricity an ap¬ 
pliance is using. It’s called a Kill- 
A-Watt electricity usage monitor. 
WIEC has for sale a limited num¬ 
ber of these monitors for $32. 

This lightweight and simple-to- 
use device just plugs in between the 
wall outlet and the appliance. The 
electronic display shows how many 
kilowatts are being consumed. If 
an appliance uses just 1 kilowatt an 

hour, a few quick calculations will 
determine that it contributes 720 
kilowatts to an average (30 days) 
(9622-26-0) bill. 

Using the Kill-A-Watt monitor 
can give you concrete numbers to 
use when considering whether to 
repair or replace an appliance. 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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dp 
western mintis 
ELECTRICAL COOP. 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net 1 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217'357'3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

AAAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the W1EC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Help Us Find These Members 
Capital Credit Chetks Remain Outstanding 
Last October, Western Illinois 

Electrical Cooperative mailed 
capital credit checks to members 
who lived on WIEC lines during 
the years 1970 through 1971. 

Below is a list of the mem¬ 
ber’s name whose checks have 
not been cashed. Due to the 
advance printing of the (481-7) 
WIEC News, any checks cashed 

after January 1 will still appear on 
the list. 

If you see your name listed 
below, please cash your check as 
soon as possible. If you see a for¬ 
mer member’s name, contact them 
and have them call our office to 
give us their correct address. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

ACKER DOROTHY L 

AGRICO CHEMIC AL CO 

AMERICAN OIL CO 

ANDERSON JAMES P 

ANDERSON LARRY G 

ANNEGERS RAYMOND R 

APPLEDORN BEN 

APPLEDORN JOHN W 

ARCO PIPE LIN E CO 

BAKER LESLIE L 

BARNES GEORGE E 

BECKINGERJON 

BENNETT CARL 

BENNETT DONALD E 

BIGGS ROGER L 

BOLTON FLOYD D 

BOSTON RAYMOND C 

BOWEN EMOGENE 

BOWLES ELVA M 

BOYD RAYMOND 

BOYER MARY 

BOYLES MARY 

BRADSHAW JR DEAN 

ROBERT 

BRUNS LENORA 

BRUYN JOHN 

BURFORD DAN L 

BURGHER GROVER 

BURRELL EDWARD E 

BURT MAE C 

CALIFF BILL 

CAPAROON DARRELL W 

CARGILL STEVEN L 

CARNES LEWIS H 

CARROLL DAREL 

CASADY JOEL N 

CASSETT JOE 

CHURCHILL GEORGE L 

CISNEROS CARLOTA 

CLARK ROGER L 

CLARKE ROBERT W 

CLAYTON ARLENE 

COCHRAN ARLENE 

COEURJACK 

COFFMAN BLAINE J 

COLVIN PERRY 

COOK JAMES M 

COOPER BENJAMIN F 

COOVERJC 

CORZATT EVELYN H 

CRATSENBERG ROLAND M 

CURTIS ROGER M 

DANIELS ARTHUR W 

DECKER VERNON L 

DENHOLM JAMES 

DENNIS PHILIP R 

DENNISON JOHN W 

DENNISON OTTO 

DICKWISCH JOHN 

DISTIN SENLO B 

DITTMER PAULINE 

DOLLAR DARYL 

DOUGLAS LLOYD 

DOYLE DONALD 

DUNCAN JAMES D 

DUNN CLARK W 

ECHTERNKAMP DELBERT 

ELGIN GEORGE R 

EPPLEY DALE 

EPPLEY WM C 

EVANS CLIFFORD G 

FEICHERT DALE W 

FIFE MYRTLE 

FORESMAN ANNA L 

FORTADO DAVE 

FOSTER THELMA 

FRANKE DENNIS W 

FREEMAN RONALD L 

FROMAN JOAN M 

FRY RALPH E 

GERHARDT DONALD D 

GERLING GRANT H 

GILLHAM ROBERT 

GOODING ALETHEA 

GRACE W R 

GRAY WENDALE 

GROTTS C L 

GROVE HARRY L 

GUTTING RICHARD 

HALE JERRY D 

HANCOCK PELLETS INC 

HARDY STEPHEN W 

HARL DARREL B 

HARMS MARIE 

HARRIS RONALD 

HASTING EVELYN 

HEMBROUGH ROBERT E 

HENDRICKSON ESTHER G 

HENSLEY BETTY 

HERMAN CARROLL 

HERRIN O L 

HITCHINGS CHARLES W 

HODGE DONALD R 

HOECKELMAN OSCAR 

HOFFMAN LEE 
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HOGAN FLORENCE 

HOING DORIS 

HORTON EDWARD L 

HOUSEWRIGHT WILLIAM 

HOWARD IRA 

HOWELL RUSSELL R 

HUFF MERNA 

HUFFMAN DELMAR 

HUFFMAN STEVEN L 

HUGHES MARIE 

HUMPHREY W P 

HUNTER GLEN 

HUSS NATHAN 

1CENOGLE ELMER C 

JACKSON RAYMOND F 

JACKSON RICHARD L 

JACKSON ROY G 

JAMES THOMAS F 

JENKINS RICHARD G 

JOHNSON HUBERT L 

JONES ALLEN 

JONES JACK L 

JONES LEWIS I 

KEEVER DONALD 

KELLY JUNE 

KELLY MARCIA 

KENT MARY M 

KEPPLE RALPH 

KESSLER HAROLD 

KESTERKE TERRY 

KIESOW HARRY M 

KIMBLE GERALD A 

KING GEORGE R 

KIRCHHERR ARTHUR L 

KIRKENSLAGER TROXEL E 

KLEIBER HENRY 

KLEOPFER MABEL V 

KLINGLER ARLETT 

KLOSSING OTIS 

KLOSSING VIRGIL 

KNISLEY ROBERT D 

KRAFT DAVID 

KREIE DALLAS S 

KYBURZ MARJORIE 

LAFFEY JOHN 

LAFFOON WENDELL E 

LARKIN LARRY 

LATHEROW DONALD B 

LATHEROW HELEN 

LAWS MARJORI 

LAWSON MICHAEL W 

LEE JERALD G 

LEFFLER RONALD K 

LIGHTLE KENNETH JR 

LITTLE STANLEY 

LONDR1E MAX 

LOVITT EDWIN 

LOWE DONALD E 

LOWE FRANKLIN JR 

LOWE ROBERT 

LUBKE LARRY L 

LUFT LOUISE 

LUNDGREN LEROY 

LUNT CHRYSTI 

LUTON MAURICE 

MAIDEN RAY 

MARCURE CAROL 

MARKEY ROBERT 

MARMION EVERETT 

MARTIN LLOYD W 

MATHENA RUSSEL 

MAXWELL EUGENE 

MCCHESNEY SADIE 

MCCONNELL BESSIE 

MCCONNELL JW 

MCDOWELL DUANE 

MCKEOWN RALPH 

MCMILLEN MERLE 

MCNEW ROBERT J JR 

MCVAY FANNY M 

MCVEIGH RAYMOND 

MEANS JAMES I 

MEEKS C W 

MEKEMSON HAROLD 

MEYER LEONARD F 

MIKELS FRED 

MILLER DANNY L 

MILLER DAVID S 

MILLS RAYMOND E 

MITTERMYER OSCAR S 

MOELLER SHIRLEY A 

MOON DEMMING L 

MORIN WILLIAM S 

MORRIS ARCHIE 

MORRIS DONALD L 

MORRIS JC 

MORRIS WILEY 

MORRISS LARRY 

MOSHER KEN V 

MT MARIAH 

GOLF COURSE 

MURRY DONALD 

MYERS T G 

NEFF GLEN 

NEIL GARY 

NELSON KEITH L 

NEWMAN GLENN 

NORMAN ROBERT E 

NORTHUP HARRY 

OAKS EARL M JR 

OCHSNER HELEN A 

OLSON GLEN D 

OLSON M L 

OSBORN LEE 

PAINTER LOIS 

PARSONS ROSS B 

PECK GLADYS L 

PENCE ED 

PENCE JACK W 

PENROSE LARRY D 

PETERSON LARRY M 

PETERSON ROYLENE 

PETTY DENVER 

PHILLIPS JOHN H 

PILKINGTON SANDRA 

PLATE ALICE 

PLOWMAN CURTIS 

POLSON OVID F 

PORTER RAYMOND 

POWELSON GERALD 

PRINTY GERALDI 

PULSE PHYLLIS 

QUACKENBUSH D V AN 

QUEEN FRANK W 

QUINCY HAROLD F 

RADESTOCK FLOYD J 

RAHN NINA 

RALPH WM K 

RAMBO RICHARD K 

RANKIN DONALD 

REATHERFORD JAMES C 

REED CLARENCE 

REIDNER DAVID C 

REPPL1NGER MILDRED 

RIDINGS ANNA 

ROBERTSON LARRY 

RODEFFER JOHN B 

RODEFFER RICHARD L 

RODEFFER WILLIAM 

ROSKAMP ROBERT 

ROYER E W 

RUBERT FERNE 

RUSH WILLIAM 

SALDEEN JAMES R 

SALISBURY A G 

SARGENT DON 

SATTERFIELD RUTH L 

SCHAFER MARVIN J 

SCHEETZ LEROY 

SCHENCK VERA 

SCHMITZ HILDRED 

SCHURMAN HENRY K 

SCOTT LAHOYT R 

SEIGFRIED DENNIS M 

SEITZ ARLENE 

SEYMOUR DOLLYE 

SHANKS JUANITA M 

SHANNON DEWEY 

SHAW HAROLD 

SHIELDS BILLY G 

SH1REY DOROTHY L 

SMITH CARL 

SMITH KENNETH 

SMITH MARIE C 

SMITH RICHARD J 

SMITH RICHARD L 

SMITH ROSEMARY 

SMYSER BARBARA J 

SPANGLER MAMIE E 

SPARROW EMMETT 

SPARROW HAROLD 

SPARROW JAMES L 

SPIKER VILAS 

SPORY ERNA 

STALLARD D D AR 

STEPHENSON HOWARD 

STIGNER JAMES E 

STULLER ALFRED 

SWEARINGEN I L 

SYMMONDS SEC LIGHT 

TALBOTT ROBERT E 

TARRY NEIL J 

TENHOUSE WAYNE 

TEWELL JOHN F 

TURNER DONALD E 

TUTTLE RAY W 

UFKES STEPHEN E 

VANCE ROBERTA 

VANCIL ELLIS L JR 

VANTINE TERRY L 

WALKER DONALD C 

WALKER LESTER M 

WALKER THOMAS L 

WALTON HENRY F 

WALTON MATILDA 

WARD CLARENC E D 

WATERMAN VIOLA 

WATKINS WILLIAM D 

WEAVER MABEL 

WEBSTER GARY G 

WELCH JESSIE E 

WEPNER FRANCIS C 

WHEWELL CLAUDIA 

WHITAKER JOHN L 

WHITBY MARGARE T N 

WILLIAM WILLIAM 

WILLIAMS OTTO E 

WINTERS BYRON G 

WINTJEN JAMES E 

WISCHMEIER DEAN H 

WISEHART ELIZABE 

WISSLEAD THELMA A 

WOLLBRINK CARLA 

WOOD DOROTHY M 

WOOD LALA M 

WOODS EMERSON 

WOODSIDE JAMES 

WOODSIDE WAYNE 

WOOLDRIDGE VERNON R 

WRIGHT GEORGE S 

YALEY HUGH A 

YUSKIS DORIS 

ZIEGLER ETOILE 
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SPACE HEATERS: HELPERS OR HOGS? 

Portable space heaters offer 
one solution to the problem 

of cold rooms. Most electric 
space heaters are very simple 
devices that use coils of resis¬ 
tance wire to generate heat. If 
you’ve watched the coils inside 
your toaster glow bright orange, 
you’ve seen resistance wire in ac¬ 
tion. Some have a fan to blow air 
across the coil, while others wrap 
the wire around ceramic pieces 
or encase it in a sealed, oil-filled 
radiator. (Non-electric space 

heaters may not be suitable for 
indoor use without ventilation, 
because they may create deadly 
gases like carbon monoxide.) 

Space heaters can generate 
a tremendous amount of heat 
in a very short time, but may 
not be the most economical 
or efficient solution for ongo¬ 
ing needs. Even a small space 
heater can consume 1500 watts 
of electricity, the same as 20 
standard 75-watt light bulbs, and 
can add to your monthly bill. In 

addition, don’t put them where 
(9521-42) young children or 
nosy pets might be tempted to 
touch them, or near combustible 
materials. 

If you have a cold or drafty 
room, it may not be properly 
sealed, so any warm air you cre¬ 
ate is just going to escape. By 
identifying and solving the real 
problem, you may eliminate the 
need for the space heater and 
improve your comfort all year 
‘round. 

Reasons to Choose a 
Geothermal Heating 
& Cooling System 

#10 Every 100,000 homes with ground-source heat 
pumps reduce foreign oil consumption by 2.15 

million barrels and electricity consumption by 799 
million kilowatt hours annually. 

For more information about the benefits of Geo¬ 
thermal Heating & Cooling, call WIEC. 
Source: The Geothermal Heat Pump Consortium 

http://geoexchange. usfindex. htm 

(See March 2009 Issue for reason #9) 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

Welcome New 
Members 

RAYMOND M. & DEAN E. CORDER, PLYMOUTH 

STEPHANIE FOSTER, DALLAS CITY 

CRAIG E. & LYDIA P GEARING, BLANDINSVILLE 

WILLIAM & SAMARA GESLING, CARMAN 

MELISSA HART, NI0TA 

ROBBIE HOCKER, LAHARPE 

TONY E. JOHNSON, BURNSIDE 

ASHLEY A. LINK, STRONGHURST 

JENNIFER LONGHURST, NIOTA 

WILLIAM E. MCGINNIS, DANVILLE IA 

MURPHY T MARES, NIOTA 

DAVID R. NEILL, CARTHAGE 

DARLENE PFEIFERLING, HAMILTON 

JUAN REYNOLDS, CARMAN 

TIMOTHY MARTIN SKINNER, HAMILTON 

LARRY & APRIL WADE, AUGUSTA 

DOUGLAS L WALKER, NIOTA 

JAMES D WEBB, NAUV00 

BRENDA WENTZIEN, NIOTA 
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From the 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

lEC’s Board 
1 of Directors 

approved at the 
Dec. 30, 2008 
board meeting a 
new rate sched¬ 
ule effective 
April 1, 2009. 
Different rate 

classes will have varying changes. 
Most of the increase will be seen in 
the facility charges for each rate. 

What is a facility charge? A 
facility charge is the cost of provid¬ 
ing basic service to serve each ac¬ 
count. This includes maintaining 

Manager: 
the wires, poles and equipment, 
the costs of maintaining an office 
and other “fixed” costs. These 
costs are incurred whether an ac¬ 
count uses 10,000 kWh or none. 
The facility charge had been at 
its current level since 1991. Last 
year, WIEC contracted the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives to do a cost of service study. 
This study was to determine what 
WIEC’s actual fixed costs or facil¬ 
ity charge should be. While the 
$18.75 may not cover all these 
fixed costs, it will be close. 

Rates for electric heat and geo¬ 

thermal heat will also have a small 
increase in cost per kWh. There 
is also a small increase in price 
per kWh for those members who 
use more than 3,000 per month. 
Please see chart on page 16b for 
more information. 

Members who have interrupt¬ 
ible rates are encouraged to call 
our office or check our website 
(www.wiec.net) for changes in 
their rates. 

Members will receive their first 
bills under the new rate around 
May 10, 2009. 

co 
CO 

Director Nomination And Election Process 

In accordance with Article 
IV, Section 4, of your coop¬ 

erative’s by-laws, a nominating 
committee must be appointed 
between 30 and 120 days prior 
to the Annual Meeting of Mem¬ 
bers (June 18, 2009). 

Directors shall be elected by 
and from the membership by 
ballot and shall serve for a term 
of three years, or until their suc¬ 
cessors shall have been elected 
and qualified. The terms of 
directors from Districts #1, #2 
and #3 will expire this year. 

District No. 1, currently rep¬ 
resented by Michael Ford, is all 
of the cooperative’s service area 

V   

in Henderson County, 111. 
District No. 2, currently rep¬ 

resented by William R. Newton, 
is Appanoose, Montebello, and 
Sonora Townships in Hancock 
County, 111. (6528-3) 

District No. 3, currently rep¬ 
resented by Jay D. Morrison, is 
LaHarpe, Durham, Rock Creek, 
Pontoosuc, and Dallas Townships 
in Hancock County, 111., and the 

cooperative’s service area in Blan- 
dinsville Township in McDonough 
County, 111. 

The nominating committee 
must post a list of nominations at 
the cooperative office at least 20 
days before the annual meeting. 

Any 15 cooperative members 
may act together and nominate 
another member by petition. 
These nominations will be 
posted with those made by the 
nominating committee. Nomi¬ 
nations made by petition at 
least 10 days before the annual 
meeting will be included on the 
official ballot. Later nomina¬ 
tions by petition shall be treated 
as nominations from the floor. 
The chairman shall call for ad¬ 
ditional nominations from the 
floor. No member may nominate 
more than one candidate. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 
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Rate Changes 
effective April 1, 2009 

© 
msieni wimis 
ELECTRICAL COOP. 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net i 800/576'3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357-3125 

800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

i Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

Effective 4/1/09 Previous 

Rate 1 

Facility Charge $18.75 $11.50 

Cost of electrcity 

First 2000 kWh No Change . 12/kWh 

Next 1000 kWh No Change .095/kWh 

Over 3000 kWh . 07/kWh .065/kWh 

Rate 40/41 (Electric Heat) 

Facility Charge* $4.00 $2.00 

^October - April only 

Cost of Electicty 

All kWh's 0.06kWh 0.05kWh 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

i William R. Newton — 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 

Burnside 

i Dave Biery — Director, 

Rate 60/61 (Geothermal Rate) 

Facility Charge $4.00 $2.00 

Cost of Electricity 

All kWh's 0.065kWh 0.06 kWh 

i Calvin Baumann — Rate 3 (General purpose 3-phase) 
Director, Basco 

Facility Charge $28.75 $23.75 
i Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF Cost of electrcity 

■ Paul Dion — Manager First 2000 kWh No Change . 15/kWh 

■ Tommie Long — Next 1000 kWh No Change .095/kWh 
Manager of Operations 

Over 3000 kWh .07/kWh 0.065kWh 

Office Manager 



Choose Electric! 
WIEC co-sponsors Informational 
Open House on Geothermal 

Thank goodness winter is almost 
behind us. It was a cold and 

nasty one which made everyone’s 
heating systems work over time. 
Will your existing furnace be ready 
to go for the next heating season.7 

Can your current air conditioner 
stand another Midwest summer.7 

Is it time to replace the old system 
with something new and more en¬ 
ergy efficient? Maybe it is time to 
look into a geothermal system. 

For our members who have 
questions or simply want to know 
more about geothermal heat¬ 
ing and cooling, we invite them 
to an Informational open house 

from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., March 24- 
(7822-36) WIEC, along with 
Peters Heating and Air Condition¬ 
ing, Hamilton, wants you to learn 
more about geothermal. Enjoy a 
hot dog, chips and a drink as you 
learn about how to save on 
your energy bill. 

Learn from the Peter’s 
experts how efficient geother¬ 
mal really is. Find out the 
difference between a closed 
loop and an open loop and 
which one could work for 
you. See how Mother Earth 
can help you save on your 
heating and cooling bill. 

Learn from the WIEC staff 
about our special rates, rebates and 
loan programs. Find the system 
that you’re interested in and find 
out what’s available (6819-62) 
from WIEC. 

Information Geothermal 
Open House 

March 24 - 4-7 p.m. 

Hancock Co. Extension Center 
Carthage 

(see page 9 for more details) 

6 C Rate* 6.5 < Rate* 
Good during 12 month ERC Loans Rebates 

October - April rote 5% - 5 Years Available 

Geothermal 
Systems 

(Ground Source 
Heat Pumps) 

- X 
Up to 

$15,000 
$1,000 

Air Source 
Electric Heat 

Pumps 
X - Up to 

$15,000 
$300 

Electric Furnace 
(5kw minimum) 

X - 
Up to 

$15,000 
$300 

Baseboard Heat 
Radiant Heat 
(5kw minimum) 

X - Up to 

$15,000 
$300 

Other heat 
systems 

including hybrid systems. 

(5kw minimum) 

X - - - 

* Rates effective April 1, 2009 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2009 ^ 6C 
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Reasons to Choose a 
Geothermal Heating 
& Cooling System 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Tr M says GSEIPs generate no on-site emissions and 

have the lowest overall emissions among all 
heating/cooling system. 

For more information about the benefits of Geothermal 
Ideating & Cooling, call WIEC or come to the Geothermal 
Open House March 24- 

See page 9 for more details. 
Source: The Geothermal Heat Pump Consortium 

http: I!geoexchange, us/index, htm 

(See April 2009 Issue tor reason #8) 

Welcome 
Members 

Larry Boothe, Gladstone 

Ron Bryan, Princeton, MO 

Sue Ebert, Carthage 

John T. Hatfield, Keokuk, IA 

William E. McGinnis, Danville, IA 

Murphy T Mapes, Niota 

Karie Mathena, Niota 

Nicole Scheetz, Plymouth 

Harlan L. &. Sharon A. Watson, Cabin 

John, MD 

First thing to do if power should go out 

When a member’s power goes out, one 
of the first thing’s we ask them to 

do is to check their breakers or fuses to 
make sure they are OK. By doing this, 
it can be determined if the problem is 
on the member’s side of the meter (and 
their responsibility to take care of it) or 
on WIEC’s side (our responsibility). If the 
problem is on WIEC’s side, call our office 
to report the outage, and we will come 
out and take care of it. 

Thanks to our new AMR digital me¬ 
ters, there is a new and easier way to 
determine where the problem may be. 
If power should go out, just go out to 
the meter and see if the digital display 
is there. If there is a display, that indi¬ 
cates that the problem is probably on the 
member’s side of the meter. (655-21) 
Then check the breakers under the meter 
or the breakers or fuses in the house or 
building. 

However, if there is NO display, the 
problem is WIEC’s so we will come out 
and take care of it. 

Check here for a display,] 

If there is a display, 
check your breakers and fusel 

56137 
0200 240V 3* TVPE CIS 30T4 1 -Offi 

NO DISPLAY? 
Call WIEC! 

CLHB 240* ■ Tuff CIS 30T» ! .*6 

MUItltU illlll 

52 2B8 713 

UrJm 
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From the Manager: 
The time to acf is now 
On February 

24, President 
Obama addressed 

Paul M. Dion the nation about 

Manager the financial 
condition of the 
United States. 

In his speech, he touched on the 
topic of renewable energy and his 
plans to fund it. 

President Obama said, “... I ask 
this Congress to send me legisla¬ 
tion that places a market-based 
cap on carbon pollution and drives 
the production of more renew¬ 
able energy in America. And to 
support that innovation, we will 
invest fifteen billion dollars a year 
to develop technologies like wind 
power and solar power; advanced 
biofuels, clean coal, and more fuel- 
efficient cars and trucks built right 
here in America....” 

This cap on carbon produced 
by coal fired generation plants 
discussed in Obama’s speech could 
create a significant increase in 
the price you and I pay for our 
electricity. A cap could increase 
your electric bills by $10, $20 or 
even $100 each month depending 
on how much electricity you use 
and the amount mandated by 
Congress. 

“Let’s just be honest and call 
it a carbon tax that will increase 
taxes on all Americans who drive 
a car, who have a job, who turn on 

a light switch, pure and simple,” 
John Boehner of Ohio, Republican 
leader of the House, said in the 
February 27th issue of the Wall 
Street Journal. 

Duane Noland, former Illinois 
State Senator and current presi¬ 
dent of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, is worried 
about the consequence of such 
a tax. “We are very concerned 
about energy costs and what that 
will do to the average family and 
our standard of living,” he wrote 
in the March issue of the Illinois 
Country Living Magazine. 

Time is running short. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, as well as 
Senate Environment and Public 
Works Chairwoman Barbara Boxer 
want to act on climate legislation 
in 2009. Chair of the House 

Energy and Commerce committee 
Henry Waxman has indicated he 
wants to move a bill out of com¬ 
mittee by Memorial Day. 

I urge our members to go to 
Our Energy, Our Future Web site 
(ourenergy.com) and send an 
e-mail to your Member of Con¬ 
gress and US. Senators expressing 
your concerns about what this type 
of legislation could do to the price 
of electricity. We also have forms 
in our office for members to fill out 
and we can get them to Congress 
on your behalf. 

We need to act now to keep 
electricity affordable for everyone. 

Sources: www.politico.com, Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Springfield, IL, Wall Street Journal 

Home Energy Savings 
Booklet Available 
WIEC has available an energy savings 
booklet entitled “101 Low-Cost/No-Cost 
Home Energy-Savings Measures.” This 
booklet was produced by Touchstone 
Energy® and contains a list of low-cost/ 
no-cost energy saving tips to help you bet¬ 
ter manage your home’s energy costs. Pick 
one up today at the WIEC office. 
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I mesimt nimois 
ELECTRICAL COOP. 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357-3125 

800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 

Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

i Dave Biery — Director, 

Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

i Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
i Paul Dion — Manager 

i Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

a Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 
MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

WIEC Receives National Recognition 
Work with City oi Carthage Deemed 
Best Community-based Program 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop. (WIEC) has been 

honored with the “Community 
Service Award for Community In¬ 
vestment” from the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) at its annual meeting 
held in New Orleans in February. 
The Community Service award is 
given to a cooperative who they 
consider has the most outstanding 
community-based program. 
NRECA is a national service 
organization that represents the 
nation’s more than 900 electric 
cooperatives. 

Manager Paul M. Dion says, 
“This is quite an honor for a co¬ 
operative as small as WIEC. We 
pride ourselves on providing ex¬ 
cellent customer service and we 
would never dream of what we 
do as deserving an award, espe¬ 
cially one as prestigious as this.” 

WIEC received the award in 
recognition for its work with the 
City of Carthage to secure neces¬ 
sary7 funding that would provide 
infrastructure to the site of the 

We would never dream of wl 
we do as deserving an awal 
especially one as prestigious] 
this. 

new Memorial Hospital, being 
(7 79-41 -1) built on the southeast 
edge of Carthage. 

Office Closing 
We will be closed 
Friday, April 10, 

in observance of 
Good Friday. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



WIEC Bills Will Have a New Look 
Invoke Billing to Begin in April 

SEBVICE PERIOD 

w 

0 = NORMAL 
1 = ESTIMATED 
? = MINIMUM ESTIMATED 

6000- 

. 4S» 

WIEC members 
will notice a new 

billing format begin¬ 
ning with the bills 
being mailed in April. 
Manager Paul M. Dion 
says, “While we liked 
the bill card, it be¬ 
came clear to us that 
postcards sometimes 
were delivered late 
or even lost in the 
mail. It is our hope 
that the invoice-style 
will be delivered in a 
timelier manner. This 
new format gives the 
members more in¬ 
formation pertaining 
to their account and 
their usage.” 

The new bills will 
be a full page with 
a separate sheet 
for each location. 
Since the new bills 
are bigger, they will 
have more details 
about each account. 
Members with 
geothermal or heat 
(675-55-1) meters 
will again see their 
usage and charges 
for their heat meter 
separate from the 
usage and charges 
for the main me¬ 
ter. Bills will show 
when the previous 
month’s payment 
was received, along 
with previous 
month and year’s 
usage. There is 
also a bar graph 
showing the location’s electricity 
usage over the last 12 months. 
Those members who are on budget 
billing will be able to monitor how 
their budget plan is doing com¬ 
pared to their actual usage. 

imesiermiinois 
ELECTRICAL GiRP-. 
A Toudutone Emrgy' Coopcnitve 

524 N. MADISON 
PO BOX 338 

CARTHAGE IL 62321-0338 

Mailing Address: PO Box 338, Carthage IL 62321 

To report a power outage at any time cal! your local 
office at 217 -357 3125 or 800-578-3125. ' 

ACCOUNT NUMBER ACCOUNT NAME: ■ MAP LOCATION SERVICE ADDRESS METER NUMBER BILL DATE 

193 66061K.-: XXSNffifXKM GSHP METER mmm 03/09/09 

01/31/09 . 02/28/09   28 ; . 

01/31/09 02/28/09 28: 

RATE PRESENT 

r ‘ • 12183 i--'—--‘ lei 83 

MULf 
KWH 

USAGE 

2000 
m 

LOAN FOR GSHP 

: W/H CREDIT 

FACILITIES CHARGE 

ILLINOIS TAX 

TOTAL CURRENT BILL DUE 03/25/09 

PREVIOUS.AMOUNT DUE 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PAYMENT 02/27/09 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE ' "K 

New bills will have kWh 

used and amount 

separated for heat meter 

BILL CODE 

3 = MINIMUM BILL 
4 = FINAL BILL 
5 = PRORATED 

6 = PRORATED MINIMUM 
7 = BUDGET BILL 
8 = CONTRACT 

DO NOT PAY - TO BE.PAID BY DRAFT 

PAY THIS AMOUNT 

j. i .MW. 
240.0 

vTssmTi :. 
-8.00 . ; 

13.50 ~ ~ 

569.01 ■ 

438.14 ^ 

rsra; -438.14^...^ 
i sTg.oi : 

569.01 

DUE DATE, | 03/25/09 

PAY AFTER DUE DATE 

BILt-.IS DELINQUENT AFTER DUE DATE 

575.11 

youlmtci BCUY use OVER r HE usr 13 MONTHS 

1 
Yeh Utr Apt May Jun Jul Aug Stg Od l 

imiimmii 
...;... 

t&Sjkksnk 

COMPARISONS DAYS SERVICE TOTAL KWH AV4 HVIMJAY Cpsir PER DAY 

CURRENT BILUNG PERIOD 28 6000 214 13.33 
PREVIOUS B1UIMQPEWC o ■ : 29 2665 91 8.51 

SAME PEWOO LAST YEA n 28 2206 78 7.21 

Check here for news about WIEC 

PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN THIS PORTION WITH PAYMEI 
DO NOT PAY - TO BE PAID BY DRAFT 

ELECiRicRi caar. 
524 N, MADISON PO BOX 338 

CARTHAGE IL 52321 0338 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ACCOUNT NUMBER , AMOUNT DUE NOW DUE DATE 

S 569.01 03/25/09 
PHONE NUMBER- AFTER 03/25,09 PAY AMOUNT PAID 

$ 575.11 

Please return this portion ■it 

TO RE PAID BY DRAFT 

Make chacka payable to: 

WESTERN ILUNOIS ELECTRICAL CO OP 
PO BOX 338 
CARTHAGE IL 623214)338 

lilliii.liliilfiiil,lii.lllliiii,llii.ll,liil„illil„lii„l 

0000000000 aOOOIObfciOB 0000005b. =101 aaODOOSTSll 

For members who routinely 
mail their payment each month, 
they will receive a return envelope 
along with their bills. The bottom 
part of the bill is a return portion 
to be sent back with their pay¬ 

ment. By returning this section, 
WIEC personnel will have the per¬ 
tinent information needed to in¬ 
sure the member’s payment will go 
to the proper account. (688-36) 

Call toll free 8QO-576-3125 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • April 2009 ^ 
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Nominating Committee Appointed 

WIEC’s board of directors 
recently appointed the fol¬ 

lowing members to serve on the 
2009 nominating committee: 
District No. 1 - Ed Hills, Car¬ 
men and Larry Russell, Glad¬ 
stone; District No. 2 - Spencer 
Berry, Nauvoo and Lane Sinele, 
Niota; District No. 3 - Roger 
Hogan and Ned Woolverton, 
Niota; District No. 4 - Mike 

Johnson, Basco, District No. 5 - 
Mike Tracy, Carthage; District No. 
6 - Robert Menn, Plymouth; and 
District No. 7 - Max Roskamp, 
Sutter. 

Two members are appointed 
from the districts whose board 
terms expire each year, with one 
being appointed from remaining 
districts. These members will 
nominate at least one member for 

A 

a three-year term to represent 
Districts 1, 2 and 3. 

Mike Ford represents 
District 1, William Newton 
represents District 2 and Jay 
Morrison represents (7821-38) 

District 3. 
The first meeting of the 

nominating committee will be 
April 14 at the WIEC office. 

Schedule of Charges 
Increases Effective April 1, 2009 

Collection fee - for collecting 
overdue bills - $30 

Reconnect Fee (if account is re¬ 
connected within one year for the 
same member) 

Single phase - $50 
Three phase - $75 

Reconnect Fee (after disconnect 
for non-payment) 

During office hours - $50 
After-hours, weekends, and 
holidays - $100 

Late charge on bill (difference in 
net and gross bill) - 5 percent 

Meter test requested by members 
- $15 

Insufficient funds check charge 
-$17.50 

Reasons to Choose 
Geothermal Heating 
& Cooling 

heating with 

GSHP’s can reduce energy consumption and 
corresponding emissions by over 40 percent 
compared to air-source heat pumps and over 
70 percent compared to electric resistance 
standard air-conditioning equipment. 

Source: The Geothermal Heat Pump Consortium 
http://geoexchange.us/index.htm 

(See May 2009 Issue (688-36) for reason #7) 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

Welcome New 
Members 

Brian Bruns, Dekalb 

William D. Campbell, Carman 

Central Property Mgmt., By Newell 

Whitney, Alpine, Ut 

Kathryn L. Doty, Niota 

Bryant Doyle, Basco 

Judy Johnson, Laharpe 

Susan Pfeiffer, Ft Madison la 

Brian Pipping, Shorewood II 

Sonnia F. Rowlett, Hamilton 

Irene & Tomasi Tukuafu, Nauvoo 
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Spring showers bring 
... power outages? 

What to do when the lights go out 

If you experience a 
power outage at home: 

• Determine if the power is off 

throughout your home. 

• Check with neighboring 

homes or businesses to see if 

they have power. 

• Check your meter to see if the 

digital reading is displayed. It 

you don’t see a display, call 

WIEC and report the outage. 

• Look for downed power lines 

or trees falling on wires near 

your home or business. DO 

NOT TOUCH THEM or try 

to move them. 

• Wait for WIEC to come out 

and restore your power. 

If you see a 
downed power line: 

• Assume fallen wires are live 

wires and might be dangerous. 

Don’t touch anything that 

may be in contact with the 

downed wire. Driving over 

fallen lines can result in dam¬ 

age to your cars tires. 

• Make others in the area aware 

of the situation. 

• Call WIEC immediately to re¬ 

port this problem.(9523-61) 

If you are in a car and a 
wire falls on your car: 

• Stay inside the automobile if 

possible. 

• Use your cell phone to call 
the authorities. 

• If you absolutely have to get 

out of the vehicle, jump clear 

of the car with both feet to¬ 

gether. If one foot is in the 

energized car and the other 

foot is in contact with the 

ground, your body will act as a 

conductor of electricity which 

can cause injury or death. 

In addition, contact with 

overhead wires, or an object 

touching the line, can cause 

serious injury or death. 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • May 2009 
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I ELECTRICAL COOP. 
\ Touchstone Energy* Cooperative <t> 

524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 

HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217'357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 

Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 

Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 

■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 

Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WlEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WlEC News. 

Tax Incentive Encourage 
Geothermal Heating and Cooling 

30 percent tax credit incentive available 

Homeowners who install geo¬ 
thermal heating and cooling 

systems are now eligible for 
increased tax in¬ 
centives under 
the American 
Recovery and 
Reinvestment 
Act of 2009. 

Previous legislation 
offered a one-time tax 
credit of 30 percent of 
the total investment for 
residential ground loop or 
ground water geothermal 
heat pump installations, 
with a maximum credit of 
$2,000 for a single residence. 
The new bill, signed into law 
on Feb. 17, 2009, removes the 
$2,000 cap and offers hom¬ 
eowners the entire 30 percent 
tax credit. 

To qualify for 
the tax credit: 

Systems must be placed in 
service from January 1, 2008, 
through December 31, 2016. 
The geothermal heat pump must 
meet federal Energy Star program 
requirements in effect at the time 
the installation is completed. 

The home served by the system 
does not have to be the taxpayer’s 
principal residence. 

Geothermal systems tap the 
free, renewable supply of solar 
energy stored just a few feet below 
the Earth’s surface and use that 
energy to drive heating and cool¬ 
ing systems in both residential and 
commercial buildings. In addition 
to utility, state and now federal 
tax incentives that enhance the 
affordability of geothermal sys¬ 
tems, this cost-effective (375-28) 

environmentally 
friendly technol¬ 
ogy offers a host 

of benefits that 
include: 

Free, renewable 
supply of solar 

energy: 
» Efficiency ratings 

up to five times high¬ 
er than those of ordinary 
heating and cooling 
systems. 
• Savings on utility 
bills up to 70 percent 

Reduced carbon foot- 
f , print, since the system 

bums no fossil fuels 
^0 • More even distri¬ 

bution of heating and 
cooling for improved 
comfort 
• Improved indoor 
air quality 
• Quiet operation 
with no noisy outdoor 
units to disturb the envi¬ 

ronment or neighbors 
• Safe operation that requires no 
open flame or fuel storage tanks 
• Less maintenance 
Increased system longevity (an av¬ 
erage life span of 24 years vs. 15 for 
conventional air conditioners and 
20 years for fossil fuel furnaces) 

To learn more about the new fed¬ 
eral tax credits and how they may 
impact your financial situation, 
contact your local tax profes¬ 
sional. 

Sources: Peters Heating & Cooling, Hamil¬ 

ton, IL; Water Furnace International, Inc., 

- ujwiv.ivaterfumace.com 
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LET NATURE HEAT AND COOL YOUR HOME 
Geothermal theory explained 

If you’re looking for a more af¬ 
fordable way to heat and cool 

your home, you might give nature 
a chance - with a little help from 
a geothermal system. 

You see, just a few feet under 
your yard, the temperature stays 
very steady all year long - right 
around 55 degrees. Geothermal 
systems take advantage of that 
ground temperature by using un¬ 
derground pipes and an environ¬ 
mentally friendly liquid to transfer 
heat between your home and yard. 
It’s an efficient, durable approach 
that eliminates the need for a sep¬ 
arate furnace and air conditioner. 

During the wintertime, the 
geothermal system circulates its 
liquid through your pipes, soaking 
up the warmer underground tem¬ 
peratures and transferring them 
to your home’s ductwork through 
a heat exchanger and electric air 
handler. 

When summer gets hot, the 
system reverses the processes and 
takes heat out of your home’s air 
and transfers it into the ground, 

where it dissipates with no effect 
on plants or animals. As the cool¬ 
er liquid returns to your house, the 
heat exchanger and air handler 
repeat the process, lowering your 
home’s (761-32) temperature. 
Best of all, you don’t have to put 
up with noisy equipment in your 
yard. 

While geothermal systems can 
keep you every bit as comfortable 
as more familiar heating and cool¬ 
ing methods, they’re several times 
more efficient than equipment 
like gas furnaces. In addition, they 
allow you to take advantage of the 
limitless resource of the ground’s 
natural temperature. So even 
though it may cost more to install 
a geothermal system, they typi¬ 
cally pay for themselves through 
energy savings in just five to 10 
years, and keep saving you money 
for years after that! 

Higher efficiency means you’ll 
use less energy, which is good for 
the environment, too. Plus, be¬ 
cause they do not produce heat 
through combustion, geothermal 

Reasons to Choose 
Geothermal 
Heating & Cooling 

Homeowners can save 25-75 percent on 

their total energy bills, compared to other 

heating and cooling options. When combined 

with the new tax credit of up to 30 percent of the 

cost of the unit, the savings is even greater. 

Source: The Geothermal Heat Pump Consortium - http://iyeoexchange.iis/index.htm 

(See June 2009 Issue for reason #b) 

systems do not produce dangerous 
gases such as carbon monoxide. 
They provide safe, clean heating 
and cooling for your family. There 
are few moving parts, so geother¬ 
mal systems are more reliable and 
last longer than furnaces. Some 
systems can even use excess heat 
from the compressor to warm your 
home’s hot water tank. During 
the summer, they can generate 
enough heat to meet many homes’ 
hot water needs, and can cut win¬ 
tertime water heating costs by as 
much as half. 

WIEC’s office will be closed 

in observance of Memorial 

Day on Monday, May 25th. 

The office will reopen on 

Tuesday, May 267th. 

As always, in case of power 
emergencies, call 
217-357-3125 or 
1-800-576-3125. 

Please wait and call for ques¬ 
tions concerning billing, payment 
arrangements, capital credits or 
other non-emergency matters 
until normal business hours. 
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Vegetation Management Schedule 
We plan to have crews performing routine brush spraying beginning May 1, 2009 in all or 

parts of the following townships: 

In Hancock County: 
St. Mary, Hancock, Carthage, Fountain Green, Pilot Grove, Rock Creek, La Harpe and Durham. 

In Henderson County: 
Terre Haute, Lomax, Media, Stronghurst, Carman, Gladstone 

Vegetation management — including brush 
spraying — is an important aspect of WIEC’s goal 
of delivering power to you that is safe, reliable, and 
environmentally responsible. In fact, our vegetation 
management (3912-23) program can help reduce 
outages caused by things such as branches falling on 
lines during storms, shrubbery interfering with volt¬ 
age levels or weeds in right-of-way areas making ac¬ 
cess to equipment difficult. 

Due to the advanced printing of this issue of the 
WIEC News, these plans are subject to change. If 
there are questions or concerns, please contact our 
office during normal business hours at 217-357-3125 
or 800-576-3125. For more information concerning 
our vegetation management policy, check out our 
website at www.wiec.net under the program tab. 

Welcome New Members 
Becky Brown, Nauvoo 

Sean Dickerson, Carthage 

Edmunds Farm by Richard 

Edmunds, Dallas City 

Delores Fields, Chicago 

David Fisher, Dallas City 

Ryan Heller, Carthage 

Nick Markey, Dallas City 

Emily Rousonelos, Gladstone 

Edward Waterman, Niota 

Joseph Andrew Young, Basco 

nergy Savings Corner 
No-cost ways to save energy 

When drying clothes in a clothes dryer, try to dry 
consecutive loads. This harvests the heat re¬ 

maining in the dryer from the previous load. 
Or to save even more, use a “solar-powered” dry¬ 

er, sometimes called the old-fashioned clothes line! 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Corrections 
In the April issue of the 

WIEC News, the rates to rent 
security lights were incorrect. 
To rent a security light with 
WIEC paying for electricity 
and maintenance, the month¬ 
ly rate is $7. To rent a security 
light when the member pays 
for electricity, the monthly 
rate is $2.50. 
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WIEC announces "Youth to Washington" Tour winner 
family tradition continues 

Sarah Ziegler, daughter of Ro- 
wen and Annetta Ziegler of La 

Harpe, has been selected as the 
WIEC’s “Youth to Washington” 
Tour winner. She earned this trip 
as part of the Youth to Washing¬ 
ton Web Quiz Contest offered by 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Sarah, a junior at Illini West 
High School, will visit Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. June 12 - 18, with 
thousands of other high school 
students from all over the United 
States. She will tour historic sites, 

meet her state’s legislative leaders 
and get to know other high school 
students from across Illinois and 
the country. 

The “Youth to Washington” 
tour has become a Ziegler fam¬ 
ily tradition. Sarah’s sister, 
Anna, previously represented 
McDonough Telephone and her 
mother, Annetta Ziegler, also 
went on the trip representing 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
in 1974. 

Come to WIEC 

Annual Meeting 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 

HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217'357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

Students Meet with 
State Legislature 
Two students win trip to Springfield 

From left are Sen. Sullivan, Jessica Horton of Lomax, daughter of Daniel and Me- 
linda Horton, Lomax; Sarah Ziegler of La Harpe, daughter ofRowen and Annetta 
Ziegler of La Harpe; and Rep. Myers. 

■ Janet Spory — 

Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 

Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 

Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 

Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 

■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 

Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the W1EC office 
by the 25 th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Senator John Sullivan and Rep¬ 
resentative Rich Myers met 

with two Mini West High School 
students representing Western Il¬ 
linois Electrical Coop, during the 
Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperatives Youth Day on 
Wednesday, April 1, in Spring- 
field. Students had an opportunity 
to view state government in ac¬ 
tion and tour the State Capitol, 
Illinois Supreme (9510-19) 

If you can’t come to the WIEC 
annual meeting on June 18, you 

can still make your vote count. 
Either ask someone attending to 
vote for you, then give them your 
signed proxy card, or bring in your 
signed proxy card to the office and 
we can give it to an attendee the 
night of the meeting. Either way 
(3613-52) your vote will count! 

Court, and the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum. 

The day was sponsored by the 
Illinois electric and telephone 
co-ops and is designed to intro¬ 
duce young rural leaders to state 
government. These students won 
this trip by entering the Youth to 
Washington Web Quiz Contest 
offered by Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop. 

Can't Make it to Annual Meeting? 
You tan still make your vote count! 
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Know If You Can Vote! 
Points to remember 
before Annual Meeting 

The easiest way to determine 
who can vote a particular mem¬ 
bership is to look at the label for 
the current issue of the WIEC 
News that you are reading. That 
can tell who can (or can’t) vote 
for the membership. Determining 
voting rights appears to be com¬ 
plicated, but for most of our mem¬ 
bers, it’s really not. Just remember 
these points: 

The name on the label is who 
can vote for that membership. 

Example: 
Bob Smith 
1830 E. County Rd 2300 
LaHarpe, IL 61450 

The membership belongs to 
the one who signed the member¬ 
ship application. If the member is 

married, call our office to see if the 
membership is “joint” or shared 
with the spouse. If so, then either 
can vote for the membership. If 
the membership does not show 
the current husband and wife’s 
name, it may be because there has 
been a divorce or death and a sub¬ 
sequent remarriage. If the names 
are not correct, we can explain 
the process necessary to correct 
them. 

If someone else’s name is on the 
top line sent in care of your name 
below, the membership belongs to 
whose name is on the top line. 

Example: 
Boh Smith 
% Roger Jones 
PO Box 777 
Stronghurst, IL 61480 

The membership belongs to 
Boh, so he votes for the member¬ 

ship, not Roger. 
If the first name on the label 

is an estate, the executor cannot 
vote for this membership. If the 
membership was a single member¬ 
ship, this membership terminates 
upon the death of the member. It 
does not transfer. If the original 
membership was joint, the mem¬ 
bership will be passed on to the 
surviving spouse. 

For corporate, partnership 
or other types of memberships, 
please contact our office and we 
can explain your particular situa¬ 
tion to you. 

If you have any questions con¬ 
cerning your membership status, 
please call the office. We will be 
happy to answer your questions. 
We would much rather take care 
of potential problems before the 
night of annual meeting. 

Nominating Committee Meets 
Ten members of Western Il¬ 

linois Electrical Coop, were ap¬ 
pointed to the 2009 nominating 
committee. The committee met 
at the WIEC office on April 14 
and 23 to make nominations for 
directors. Three directors will be 
elected at the cooperative’s annual 
meeting on June 18. 

Serving on the committee 
were Ed Hills, Carmen; Larry Rus¬ 
sell, Gladstone; Spencer Berry, 
Nauvoo; Lane Sinele, Roger 
Hogan and Ned Woolverton, all 
of Niota; Mike Tracy, Carthage; 
Robert Menn, Plymouth; and Max 
Roskamp, Sutter. 

the WIEC office at (8515-32) least 
10 days before the meeting. Nomi¬ 
nations may also be made from the 
floor at the annual meeting. 

The following were nominated 
for director positions: 

District 1 
Mike Ford, Carman 

District 2 
William R Newton, Burnside 

District 3 
Jay D. Morrison, Niota 

The nominations have been 
posted at the Carthage office, as 
stipulated by the cooperative’s by¬ 
laws. Any nominations made by 
petition will be included on the 
official ballot if they are brought to 

The WIEC office will close at Noon on Friday, June 19. 
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Watch for 
the Annual 

Meeting 
Notice in your 

mailbox. 

It will contain the registration 
card, proxy card, and other 
important information. To 
save time, please bring the 
registration card to (4418-7) 
annual meeting! 

Free blood pressure checks 
According to the 

American Heart 
Association, nearly 
one in three U.S. 
adults has high 
blood pressure, 
but because there 
are no symptoms, 
nearly one-third of 
these people don’t 
know they have it. 
Uncontrolled high 
blood pressure can 
lead to stroke, heart 
attack, heart failure 
or kidney failure. 
The only way to tell 
if you have high blood pressure 
is to have your blood pressure 
checked. 

The Hancock County Health 

Department will be at Annual 
Meeting from 6 p.m. to 7p.m. of¬ 
fering free blood pressure checks 
to our members. 

PENNY BRIGHT, GALESBURG 
LARRY G BROWN, LAHARPE 

RODNEY L BUCKERT, NAUVOO 
FERLIN EDGINGTON, NEW LONDON IA 

JAMES M GASPERI, CARTHAGE 
MICHAEL D. HOLDEN, NAUVOO 

JUSTIN JOHNSON, LAHARPE 
CODY MCKEOWN, CARTHAGE 

MELVIN FARM ACCOUNT % LINDA UFKES, BOWEN 
RICHARD MELVIN, CARTHAGE 

LAWRENCE & MICHELLE PULLEN, CARMAN 
MICHAEL RUTAN, LAHARPE 

MONA STEVENS, DALLAS CITY 
KENNETH SWAN, STRONGHURST 

SCOTT WAGNER, AUGUSTA 
ROBERT G WRIGHT, GIBSON CITY, IL 

Closed for Holiday 
WIEC's office will be 

closed in observance of 
Independence Day on Fri¬ 
day, July 3. The office will 
reopen on Monday, July 6. 

As always, in case of 

power emergencies, 

call 217-357-3125 

or 1-800-576-3125. 

I ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Please wait and call for 

questions concerning billing, 

payment arrangements, 

capital credits or other 

non-emergency matters until 

normal business hours. 



From the Manager: 
WIEC Partners with Air Evas 

r 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

Festern Illi¬ 
nois Electri¬ 

cal Coop, and Air 
Evac Life team 
(AEL) have 
signed an agree¬ 
ment that makes 

available Air Evac memberships 
to WIEC Members. WIEC mem¬ 
bers who wish to enroll in the Air 
Evac Membership Program can do 
so by completing the enrollment 
form and agreeing to have a $5 
monthly fee added to their WIEC 
electric bill, which WIEC will then 
forward to Air Evac. This is an 
easy and affordable way to get the 
fast air transportation (4829-4) 
you and your family may someday 
need in an emergency. 

Air Evac Lifeteam provides 
fast, safe and courteous air trans¬ 
port emergency service that can 
be invaluable in the rural areas. 
The medical professionals on the 
scene or at the local hospital will 
decide if the injuries are life- or 
limb-threatening, or could lead to 
permanent disability and would 
warrant air transport. If so, they 
will contact Air Evac. Profession¬ 
ally trained crews of nurses, medics 
and pilots who operate medically 
equipped helicopters will then 
transport patients to the closest 
appropriate medical facility. 

Along with their July WIEC 
bill, members will receive a letter 
from WIEC and Air Evac explain¬ 

ing the pro¬ 
gram and 
the enroll¬ 
ment form. 
Information 
is included 
for members 
who wish to 
pay for their 
membership 
annually. 

Please 
remember 
that if you 
do not ask 
specifically 
for Air Evac 
or if Air 
Evac is not 
available, 
another life 
flight ser¬ 
vice may be 
dispatched. 
If this 
should oc¬ 
cur, you will 
be respon¬ 
sible for the 
full amount, 
as the Air 
Evac Mem¬ 
bership is not reciprocal with other 
flight services in the area. Also, 
this membership is for air transport 
only and does not apply to ground 
ambulance service. 
For more information about Air 
Evac Lifeteam, visit the website at 

lifeteam.net. For more informa¬ 
tion about the program, contact 
the local Membership Coordinator 
for Air Evac, Randy Sprunger at 
319-316-2989 or 
sprungerrandall@air-evac.com. 
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524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

WIEC's 2008 Allocation of Margins 
Notices to be mailed out in July 

One of the benefits of belonging 
to a cooperative is that any 

funds left after expenses are paid 
would be allocated back to the 
members in the form of capital 
credits. WIEC will send letters to 
members in July informing them of 
their portion of the previous year’s 
margins. 

Remember, capital credits are 
held by the cooperative and will 

be returned to the member when 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop’s 
board of directors decides the co¬ 
op. is strong enough financially to 
do so. The notice is for our mem¬ 
bers’ information only and does 
not need any action on their part. 
Please do not pay the allocation 
amount or subtract this amount 
from the bill. If there are any 
questions, please call our office. 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357-3125 

800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

i Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 

Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 

Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 

Director, Basco 

■Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 

Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Trying to budget your money? 
Use WIEC's Budget Billing 
Program to help make it easier 

When there are so 
many expenses in 

life that you can’t con¬ 
trol; wouldn’t it be nice 
to have one bill that 
you could prepare for? 
WIEC has a program 
that can level out the 
highs and lows of your 
electrical usage and 
make your electric bill 
easier to predict. It’s 
called budget billing. 

This plan will aver¬ 
age your electric pay¬ 
ment for the next 12 
months, based on your 
previous 12 months 
usage. Assuming your 
usage remains consis¬ 
tent with the previous 
years; your electric bill 
will be the same until July 2010. 
That month will be catch-up 
month where the amount due is 
the actual balance remaining or 
no payment will be due if there 
is a credit balance. The credit 
balance will be carried forward to 
the next year. 

The new Budget Billing 
program begins on July 27. Call 
our office for more informa¬ 
tion. Life is full of unexpected 
expenses; don’t let your electric 
bill be one of them. 
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This Little Light Will Shine 
Big saving by switthing to a CFL bulb 

the package of incandescent bulbs, 
and then choose a CFL (7814-11) 
with a similar rating. For example, 
75-watt incandescent bulbs usu¬ 
ally produce about 1,100 lumens. 
So when you shop for a CFL, look 
for one that also produces around 
1,100 lumens. Most CFL pack¬ 
ages have charts to help make the 
choice easy. 
CFLs have come a long way in the 
past few years. There are CFLs 
that give off different color light, 

such as soft white, bright white or 
cool white. Some CFLs can work 
with dimmer switches available. 

CFLs do not come without 
limitations. While safe, they do 
contain small amounts of mercury, 
so it’s important to dispose of 
them properly. Also, CFLs are not 
meant for outside use, so use them 
only inside the home. 

One of the easi¬ 
est ways to lower 

emissions. 
To choose the right CFL, check 

the lumen (light output) rating on 

your energy use is as 
simple as changing a 
light bulb. By replacing 
the traditional incan¬ 
descent bulbs in your 
home’s light fixtures 
with compact fluores¬ 
cent lamps (CFLs), 
you can rack up big 
savings. CFLs produce 
the same light output 
as incandescent bulbs 
while using only about 
a quarter of the energy 
and producing 90 per¬ 
cent less heat. 

Replace the bulbs in 
your home’s five most 
frequently used light 
fixtures, and you can 
save more than $60 a 
year in electricity alone. 
Because CFLs last up to 10 times 
longer, you’ll save even more by 
replacing them less often. Over 
the life of each bulb, the savings 
total up to about $25. In fact, if 
every U.S. household replaced just 
one incandescent light bulb with a 
CFL, we’d eliminate more than 35 
billion pounds of greenhouse gas 

FAd 
What is a facility charge? 
Is this new? IVe never seen it before. 

A facility charge is the cost 
of providing basic service to 
serve each account. This in¬ 
cludes maintaining the wires, 
poles and equipment, the costs 
of maintaining an office and 

other “fixed” costs. These costs 
are incurred whether an account 
uses 10,000 kWh or none. The 
current facility charge is $18.75. 

WIEC members have always 
paid a facility charge. However 

with the new bills, it is now 
separated from the kilowatt 
hour (475-2) charge and ap¬ 
pears on a line of its own. On 
the old postcard bills, it was 
added together. 

V. 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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Don't Pay more Than You Have To 
Bills paid by the due date pay the net amount 

With the arrival of WIEC’s new 
bills, it may be a good time to 

review the difference between Net 
and Gross Amounts that appear 
on your bill. 

The net amount is the amount 
due if paid by the due date — usu- 
ally on the 25th (or the next 
business day) of the month. If 
payment is received in the office 
by 8 a.m. on the 26th or if mailed, 
the postmark reads the 25th, then 
these payments are considered on 
time. (4732-33) In the example, 
the amount would be $559.01. 

Any payment with a postmark 
after the due date or payments 
made in our office after 8 a.m. the 
next day are considered late. If 
payment is late, a 5 percent pen¬ 
alty is applied, which is the gross 
amount on the bill card. In the 
example, the amount would be 
$576.11. 

Those members who get the 
two mixed up and pay the wrong 
amount, WIEC will either give 
them a credit if they paid too 
much or the penalty charge will 
appear on their next bill. 

If the net and gross amounts are 
the same, it means that there have 
been no late payments on this ac¬ 
count for the past six months. If 
payment is late, there would be no 

At WIEC’s Annual Meeting, Thursday, June 18, two employees were 
honored for their service to WIEC and its members. They are Tom¬ 

mie Long, (left) Operations Manager honored for 30 years and Scott 
Carle, (right) Journeyman Lineman honored for 10 years. 

Congratulations Tommie and Scott! 

penalty assessed for that month. 
Then the next month, the net and 
gross amount would be different. 

Welcome New 
Members 

Tom Bertucci, Nauvoo 

Kristina M. Brue, Blandinsville 

Felicia Cludray, Basco 

Christina A Crose, Hamilton 

Carol Dodds, Hamilton 

Michael E. Dowell, Dallas City 

Frani Estes, West Point 

Fort Family Farms, % Tom Edwards, 

Keota, IA 

Oron Henkle, Keokuk, IA 

Justin Hobby, Blandinsville 

James C Jones, Warsaw 

Aaron McCann, Carthage 

Dwight Scott, Niota 

Shannon Taylor, Carthage 
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Large Crowd Attends 
WIEC Annual Meeting 
Members hear of possible legislation 

to impart tost of elettridty 
Members of Western Illinois 

Electrical Cooperative 
(WIEC), despite humid condi¬ 
tions, came to hear about the is¬ 
sues of the economy and climate 
change during the organization’s 
69th Annual Meeting, held 
Thursday, June 18. 

Before the meeting began, 
members looked over AIEC’s 
Electric Car, visited the Air 
Evac booth, had their blood 
pressure taken by the Hancock 
County Health Dept, and en¬ 
joyed tasty frozen treats while 
chatting with friends. 

Treasurer Janet Spory shared 
the good news that 2008 was a 
profitable one for WIEC. Spory 
said that since total margins were 
positive, WIEC will return capital 
credits to its members who were 
on WIEC lines during the years 
1972 and 1973. 

Manager Paul Dion discussed 
a number (861-46) of topics, in¬ 
cluding legislation. 

“The market-based cap on 
carbon pollution is intended to 
reduce carbon dioxide, but could 
result in drastically increasing 
the cost of electricity by placing a 
tax on electricity produced from 
coal-fired generation plants. This 
could increase your electric bills 
by $10, $20 or $100 or more each 
month”. He asked members to 
talk to legislators and visit ouren- 
ergy.coop. website, Dion said. “As 
a cooperative, WIEC can contin¬ 
ue to work with our statewide and 
our national organization to make 
sure our voices are heard in Wash¬ 
ington on this serious matter.” 

Dion introduced a short film 
about the Community Service 
Award for Community Invest¬ 
ment that WIEC received from 
the NRECA. 

“WIEC competed against other 
cooperatives of all sizes across the 
nation for this award. Your coop¬ 
erative was chosen the winner for 
its work with the City of Carthage 
to secure necessary funding that 
would provide infrastructure to 
the site of the new Memorial Hos¬ 
pital built on the southeast edge of 
Carthage,” Dion said. “The direc¬ 
tors and management of WIEC 
feel good that we had a small part 
in helping our community by re¬ 
taining/creating 280 jobs in Han¬ 
cock County. This should improve 
the overall quality of life by keep¬ 
ing healthcare close to home.” 

Attendees were amazed by the 
magic provided by magician, Chris 
Egelston. Chris used newspapers, 
rope along with several card tricks 
to entertain the crowd. He in¬ 
volved several attendees from the 
crowd to help him. 

Grand prize winners of $100 
were, Delbert Rankin, Lomax; 
Dale Lawson, Carthage; Charles 
Blue, Blandinsville; Forrest Ju¬ 
rgens, Sutter and Jean Nelson, 
Warsaw. For a complete list of 
prize winners, see page 16d. 

During the meeting members 
re-elected District 1 board mem¬ 
ber Michael L. Ford of Carman to 
his second term, District 2 board 
member William R. Newton, of 
Burnside to his sixth term and Jay 
D. Morrison of Niota to his sixth 
term representing District 3. 
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Second Refrigerators: Convenient or Costly? 
Many homeowners keep a sec¬ 

ond refrigerator in the garage 
or the basement. While that re¬ 
frigerator may be convenient, it’s 
probably adding more than you 
think to your electric bill. 

Refrigerators made before 
1993 use roughly twice as much 
electricity as today’s ENERGY 
STAR-qualified models. So that 
extra refrigerator could be add¬ 
ing an extra $ 120 or more to your 
electric bills each year or more. 

In most homes, the refrigera¬ 
tor is one of the biggest users of 
energy. If you replace a refrigera¬ 
tor that you bought in 1990 with 

one of today’s ENERGY STAR- 
qualified models, you could save 
enough electricity to light your 
entire home for four months. 

Whether you 
have just one re¬ 
frigerator or keep a 
second one some¬ 
where, there are 
several steps you can 
take to make them 
as energy-efficient as 
possible: 

• Set the refrig¬ 
erator temperature 
between 35 and 38 
degrees Fahrenheit, 

and the freezer at zero degrees. 
• Check that the door seals are 

airtight by closing the door on a 
piece of paper. If you can easily 

pull the paper out, replace 
the seals. 

• Leave space between the 
coils and the wall so that air 

can circulate properly. 
• Don’t place a 

refrigerator next to a 
stove or in direct sun¬ 
light. (6715-53) 

• If you use a second 
refrigerator only at times 
like the holidays, turn it 
off at other times. 

Annual Meeting Prizes - 2009 
Gift Donor Recipient 
Document bag Aiec Credit Union Meinert Gronewold 

Blue travel mug Aiec Credit Union Robert Johnson 

1 Free helicopter ride for 2 people Air Eva Life Team Loren Dowdall 

$25.00 Walmart gift card Bennett & Middendorf,Ltd Rosella Moormann 

$25.00 Walmart gift card Bennett & Middendorf.Ltd Carol Knoche 

$25.00 Walmart gift card Bennett & Middendorf,Ltd Ralph Painter 

$25.00 Walmart gift card Bennett & Middendorf.Ltd Eileen Logan 

8 Different spices Brownstown Electric Supply Mardelle Reed 

Free oil change Carson Motors Inc. Darla Fisher 

$25.00 Cash First State Bank Of Western 11 Daryl Cheney 

Oscillating table fan Fletcher-Reinhardt Company Richard Merritt 

25 ' Extension cord Heintz Electric Company Alice Bolton 

Carbon monoxide alarm Heintz Electric Company Marjorie Harrell 

Black &. decker 12-cup coffeemaker H-D Supply Bonnie Mettemich 

1 Tire rotation & balance J & R Tire Service, Inc. Constance Greenig 

Set of 4 cups Marine Trust Co. Of Carthage Eugene Thorell 

Document bag Marine Trust Co. Of Carthage Don Sewell 

Free tire nitrogen inflation Menn's Tire Service Cecil Shipman 

$25 Cash Peters Heating &. Air Conditioning Sandra Lovell 

Diskette filing tray & pendant, bear beanie baby Ridder's Business Supply Alfred Marlett 

$50 Gift certificate for WIEC electricity bill Sherrill's Electric Utility Services Hazel Sellars 

$50 Gift certificate for WIEC electricity bill Sherrill's Electric Utility Services Larry Buckert 

$50 Gift certificate for WIEC electricity bill Sherrill's Electric Utility Services Doris Steinhour 

$50 Gift certificate for WIEC electricity bill Sherrill's Electric Utility Services Warren Barns 

$50 Gift certificate for WIEC electricity bill Sherrill's Electric Utility Services Merlin Marshall 

$50 Gift certificate for WIEC electricity bill Sherrill's Electric Utility Services Doris McElroy 

$50 Gift certificate for WIEC electricity bill Sherrill's Electric Utility Services Harry Jenkins 

$50 Gift certificate for WIEC electricity bill Sherrill's Electric Utility Services Betty Gray 

4 Gallon backpack sprayer Uap/Timberland % Terry Allen Buckert Bros % Fred Buckert 

$25 Sears gift card United Utility Supply Cooperative Carmilee Larson 

Shirt, Hawkeye gift card, pocket magnifier Van Meter Industrial Jack Metternich 

Shirt, Hawkeye gift card, pocket magnifier Van Meter Industrial Stanley Walker 

$25.00 Gift certificate Weber Meats, Inc Ron Burling 

Grand prize #1: $100 Cash WIEC Delbert Rankin 

Grand prize #2: $100 Cash WIEC Dale Lawson 

Grand prize #3: $100 Cash WIEC Charles Blue 

Grand prize #4: $100 Cash WIEC Forrest Jurgens 

Grand prize #5: $100 Cash WIEC Jean Nelson 
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Early Retirement 
of Capital Credits 

Capital Credit 
Checks To Be 
Mailed 
Applies to members on Wlff 
lines in 1972 and 1973 

Capital credits are margins 
that are left over once a 

co-op’s bills are paid. They 
are either returned to the 
membership or kept to be 
used for operation of the 
co-op. Because 2008 was a 
good year for WIEC, (5516- 
23) the board has decided to 
pay back capital credits to 
members who were on our 
lines during the years 1972 
and 1973. The amount of 
total retirement will be over 
$82,000 and checks should 
be mailed during October. 

Issuing capital credits is 
just one way that co-ops differ 
from investor-owned utilities. 

There are many things to think 
about when a loved one dies; 

there are many decisions to be 
made. One detail that many 
people may overlook is that if 
the deceased was a member of 
WIEC, the estate may receive 
the deceased capital credits at a 
discounted value. Capital credits 
are normally paid back a year 
at a time on a ftrst-in, first-out 
method, but only when the board 
of directors determines that it 
is financially feasible. However, 
WIEC will pay back capital cred¬ 
its early to an estate if requested 
to do so. 

Here are the steps necessary for 
an estate or a decedent’s beneficia¬ 
ries to receive early retirement of 
capital credits. 

Determine the deceased’s mem¬ 
bership status in WIEC. If the 
membership was single or in his/ 
her name only, capital credits may 
be refunded early. However, if the 
membership was joint with the 
surviving spouse or other person, 
the membership and any capital 
credits earned over the course of 
the membership would become 
theirs upon date of death. If there 
are any questions, contact the 
WIEC office to determine the sta¬ 
tus of the membership. 

The deceased must not have 

an active electric account in their 
name at the time of early retire¬ 
ment of capital credits. (6612-62) 
All accounts must be disconnected 
or transferred to another member. 

The lawyer handling the estate 
or the executor/administrator of 
the estate must contact our office 
requesting to receive the dece¬ 
dent’s capital credits early. WIEC 
will send a request form along 
with a detailed account of the 
capital credits earned and their 
discounted value. 

A copy of the letters of office 
for open estates or a small estate 
affidavit must be returned to the 
cooperative along with the signed 
request form. These forms give 
WIEC the legal direction needed 
to issue any refund. 

The WIEC Board of Directors 
must approve all capital credit 
refunds. They generally meet the 
4th Thursday of the month. 

If approved by the board, a 
check will be written to the estate 
and mailed usually within a week 
or two of the board meeting. 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, has paid back over $500,000 
in capital credit refunds to estates 
over the years. We do it as a ser¬ 
vice to our members to help make 
the sometimes tedious process of 
settling an estate a little easier. 
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I ELECTRICAL COOP. 
\ Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357'3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

i Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

i Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

i William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

i Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
i Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

i Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map IcKation numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Hot Tubs Don't Have to 
Burn you Financially 
I t’s hard to think of a more relax¬ 

ing place than a hot tub or a spa. 
The warm water and air bubbles 
can improve any mood. But that 
good mood can disappear when 
your electric bill shows up, be¬ 
cause hot tubs and spas can use a 
significant amount of electricity. 

Many of today’s hot tubs and 
spas have been designed to be 
remarkably energy-efficient. Some 
use only half as much electricity 
as models that were sold just a 
decade ago. But whether your hot 
tub or spa is an older model or 
fairly new, you can take steps to 
improve its efficiency. 

First, make sure that your ther¬ 
mostat is accurate by verifying the 

temperature with a regular ther¬ 
mometer. Keep it no warmer than 
102 degrees Fahrenheit. When 
you’re not using the hot tub or 
spa, cover it with an insulated 
cover. A floating thermal blanket 
also adds insulation. 

Most people run their fil¬ 
ter pumps too often. Set your 
pump’s timer to run for a shorter 
period a couple of times a day. 
(Continuous pumps are designed 
to run efficiently all the time.). 
Have your filtration system and 
pumps checked annually by the 
people who service your hot tub 
or spa, or by a local pool man¬ 
agement company. 

Investing in Energy 
Efficiency Pnys 
Have you ever wondered if those 

little changes to be more en¬ 
ergy efficient, such as checking for 
air leaks or converting standard 
light bulbs to the CFLs really 
make a difference? They do. 

Even in good financial times 
the annual Wall Street return 
on stocks averages 14 percent, 

followed by 4.2 percent for 30- 
year bonds and 3.5 percent for 
money market accounts. In com¬ 
parison, incorporating 10 home 
efficiency measures carries a 16 
percent rate of return, according 
to the U.S. Department of Ener¬ 
gy Home Energy Saver program. 

WIEC will be closed on September 
7 in observance of Labor Day. The 
office will reopen on September 8. 

As always, in case of power emergencies, call 217- 
357-3125 or 1-800-576-3125. 

Please wait and call for questions concerning billing, 
payment arrangements, capital credits or other non- 
emergency matters until normal business hours. 
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Home Energy Audits 
A little checking can save on your electric bill 
One of the first steps to making 

your home more efficient in¬ 
volves understanding how it uses 
energy. Just as a doctor has to do a 
thorough examination of a patient 
before writing a prescription, your 
home will need a good inspection 
before most inefficiencies can be 
identified and corrected. 

You can easily conduct a ba¬ 
sic home energy audit with a 
simple but diligent walk-through. 
When auditing your home, keep 
a checklist of areas you have in¬ 
spected and problems you find. 
Full lists are available online — 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives® 
Home Energy Saver (at 
www.touchstoneenergysavers.com) 
and the Alliance to Save Energy 
Home Energy Checkup (search for 
it at www.ase.org) are both useful 
— and most trouble spots can be 
found in a few key areas. 

Locating Air Leaks 
First, make a list of obvious air 

leaks (drafts). The potential energy 
savings from reducing drafts in a 
home may range from 5 percent to 
30 percent per year, with a much 
more comfortable residence as a 
result. Check for indoor air leaks, 
such as gaps along a baseboard or 
edge of the flooring and at junc¬ 
tures of walls and ceiling. 
Inspect windows and doors for air 
leaks. If you can rattle them, move¬ 
ment means possible air leaks. If 
you can see daylight around a door 
or window frame, then the door or 
window has a leak; you can usu¬ 
ally seal these through caulking or 
weather stripping. 

On the outside, inspect all ar¬ 
eas where two different building 
materials meet, including all exte¬ 
rior corners, siding and chimney 

junctures, (10525-37) and 
areas where the foundation 
and the bottom of exterior 
brick or siding join. You 
should plug and caulk any 
holes or penetrations for 
faucets, pipes, electric out¬ 
lets, and wiring. 

Also, look for cracks 
and holes in the mortar, 
foundation, and siding, 
and seal them with the 
appropriate material. 
Check the exterior caulk¬ 
ing around doors and 
windows, and see whether 
exterior storm doors and 
primary doors seal tightly. 

When sealing any home, be 
aware of indoor air pollution and 
appliance “backdrafts.” Back- 
drafting occurs when various 
appliances that burn fuels and 
exhaust fans in the home com¬ 
pete for air. An exhaust fan may 
pull combustion gases back into 
the living space. This can obvi¬ 
ously create a very dangerous and 
unhealthy situation. 

Insulation 
Heat loss through the ceiling 

and walls in your home could 
be very large if insulation levels 
are less than the recommended 
minimum. When your house was 
built, the builder likely installed 
the amount of insulation recom¬ 
mended (if any) at that time. 
Given today’s energy prices (and 
future prices that will probably be 
higher), your insulation might be 
inadequate, especially if you have 
an older home. Online energy 
audits will provide more details on 
checking insulation levels in the 
attic, walls, and basement. 

Heating/Cooling Equipment 
Inspect heating and cooling 

equipment annually, or as recom¬ 
mended by the manufacturer. If 
you have a forced-air furnace, 
check filters and replace them as 
needed. Generally, you should 
change them about once every 
month or two, especially during 
periods of high use. Have a pro¬ 
fessional check and clean your 
equipment once a year. 

Lighting 
On average, lighting accounts 

for about 10 percent of a home’s 
electric bill. Examine the watt¬ 
age size of the light bulbs in your 
house. You may have 100-watt 
(or larger) bulbs where 60 or 75 
watts would do. You should also 
consider compact fluorescent light 
bulbs for areas where lights are left 
on for hours at a time. 

More information on both do- 
it-yourself and professional energy 
audits can be found at 
www.energysavers.gov. 

Article courtesy of the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Energy Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
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When The Light Goes Out 
How to Dispose of Cfl's 

ompact Fluorescent Light Bulbs 
contain mercury, a hazardous 

chemical, so it’s important that 
they are disposed of properly. Fob 
low these steps. 

Step One 
Recycle. Check if there is a lo¬ 

cal organization or government 
agency that takes CFL light bulbs. 
Contact your local waste manage¬ 
ment agency to see if they will 
accept the broken or burned out 
bulbs. Home Depot also accepts 
intact or used CFLs for recycling. 

Waste Management has a 
Website (http://www.thinkgreen- 
fromhome.com) to order kits to 
mail the unwanted bulbs to their 
recycling facility where the recy¬ 
clable materials and the mercury 
are separated for reuse. 

Step Two 
Bag it. If there is no place to 

recycle (9621-19-5) your CFL 
light bulb, seal it in a plastic bag 
and put it in the trash. 
Do not try to burn a 
CFL bulb, or anything 
that contains mercury. 

Step Three 
Pay to get rid of it. 

Some companies will 
dispose of CFL light 
bulbs for a fee, usually 
somewhere between a 
quarter and 75 cents per 
bulb. 

Heintz Electric in Quincy and 
Keokuk will take used CFLs and 
dispose of them for a small fee. 
Look in the Yellow Pages to find 
another disposal company. 

Step Four 
If a CFL light bulb breaks, 

sweep, don’t vacuum, Experts say 
there isn’t much danger from 
the mercury, so just be careful 
not to cut yourself. Use rubber 
gloves to collect the shards 
on stiff paper or cardboard, 
and put the shards in a sealed 
plastic bag. You can use sticky 
tape or damp towels to collect 
the smaller fragments, then 
put the towel or tape into the 
sealed bag. Let the room air 
out for 15 minutes to remove 
any lingering mercury vapors. 

If there isn’t a nearby window, use 
a fan to blow air out of the room. 

source: http://wuiw.eho<w.com/ 
ho<w_2049265_dispose'cfl'bulb.html 
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Wuter Heaters must be installed tm WlEC Lines. 
(Price of both sizes of water heaters includes a 6 
year warranty) 

Bill Credits 
available: 

Any WIEC member who 
uses an electric water heater 
is eligible for water heater 
credits on their electric bill. 
Just call our office to enroll. 
The amount of credit will de- 

- pend on how many kilowatt- 
- hours (kWh) are used. The 

. credit is calculated by mul¬ 
tiplying the number of kWh 
used between 500 and 900 by 
2 cents; the credit will range 
from 2 cents to $8. 

■If   
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From the Manager: 
Membership Has Its Privileges 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

Have you ever wondered why we call 

those who purchase electricity from 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, “mem¬ 

bers” and not “customers?” The answer 

is simple. 

Service cluhs have a common mis¬ 

sion — together the club accomplishes 

more than an individual could. The 

same holds true for high school clubs; 

they pool resources and work together 

to help each member succeed. 

Membership at WIEC offers many 

of the same benefits as clubs do, but 

with a big extra. You and the rest of our 

3600 members own the co-op! That 

means the employees answer to you, 

not investors who’ve never walked our 

streets or spent time in our schools. This 

structure harkens hack to our origins. 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 

was organized by farmers and rural 

residents from this area in 1938 with 

support from the federal Rural Electrifi¬ 

cation Administration (REA). At that 

time, investor-owned utilities said there 

wasn’t enough profit to be made to war¬ 

rant the expense of building power lines 

into the countryside. 

REA offered low-cost loans for 

bringing electricity to homes and farms 

that the investor-owned utilities would 

not build lines to. So folks began form¬ 

ing electric cooperatives to meet the 

need. A fee of $5 was collected from 

each family -— making them co-op 

members and owners — to generate 

capital for (651-1) borrowing. The rest 

is history. 

You should be proud of what WIEC 

has accomplished. We are an economic 

driver in the communities we serve. A 

2009 study funded by the U.S. Depart¬ 

ment of Agriculture found electric 

co-ops across the U.S. employ 130,000 

Americans, both directly and indirectly, 

with revenues topping out at $45 billion. 

Best of all, every co-op operates 

on a not-for-profit basis. WIEC doesn’t 

offer profits to investors — we return 

money over and above operating costs 

to you, our members, based on electric¬ 

ity consumption. Annually, electric 

co-ops nationwide return $545 million 

to members through this “capital credits 

retirement” process. WIEC members 

who were on our lines in 1972 and 1973 

will receive $82,000 in capital credit 

retirements during the next few weeks. 

Electric co-op membership remains 

as important today as it was in the late 

1930s. And all of the nation’s 900-plus 

electric co-ops in 47 states share a com¬ 

mon mission: to keep energy safe, afford¬ 

able, and reliable. 

Working together through efforts 

like the Our Energy, Our Future™ grass¬ 

roots awareness campaign, we’re keep¬ 

ing our needs at the top of Congress’s 

agenda. We’re part of something special 

— a nationwide network owned and 

controlled by people like us. That’s why 

membership matters. 

MemBer 
Appreciation Day 

Help us celebrate October as Cooperative Month 

October 27th 
8-4 p.m. 

at the Cooperative Office 

Cookies, cider and coffee will be served 

JlCCregisterecC members wiCC receive a free gift. 
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524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net f 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357-3125 

800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 

Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 

Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 

Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 

Director, Basco 

■Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member’s map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Electrocution Hazards 
on the Farm 
Slow down, look up and stay sate 
Rain clouds are moving in 

quickly and you want to finish 
harvesting that last field. Another 
wagon is ready to dump, and more 
will be arriving soon. You need to 
move the portable auger to the 
next storage bin. To keep things 
moving, you decide to move the 
auger without first lowering the 
height. Without warning, the au¬ 
ger contacts overhead power lines 
and two people are electrocuted. It 
was too late to do anything. 

This scenario is repeated on 
dozens of farms throughout the 
United States each year. Electro¬ 
cution is quick and deadly, killing 
an estimated 62 agricultural work¬ 
ers every7 (779-38) year. 

The tragic part is that these 
deaths could have been prevented. 
Farm workers can reduce their 
risks of electrocution by being 
aware of where the lines are and 
act accordingly. 

Contact with overhead power 
lines is the most common risk 
of electrocution. Many types of 
farm equipment can come in con¬ 

tact with overhead power lines. 
Tractors with front-end loaders, 
portable grain augers, fold-up 
cultivators, and equipment with 
antennas all can accidentally cross 
into the power lines. 

Performance of certain farm 
tasks also pose electrocution haz¬ 
ards. Always use ladders with cau¬ 
tion so that they do not come in 
contact with overhead power lines. 

Many electrocutions occur near 
grain bins, and requirements in the 
National Electrical Safety Code 
(NESC) address those dangers. 
According to the NESC, power 
lines must be at least 18 feet above 
the highest point on any grain 
bin with which portable augers or 
other portable filling equipment 
are used. The clearance must be 
maintained a specified distance 
around the bin, and sloped to meet 
the lower line clearance. If you are 
installing new grain bins, contact 
a licensed electrician or WIEC to 
help place electrical service lines. 
Lines also can be buried to reduce 
risk of electrocution. 

When Equipment and Power 
Lines Meet 
It's not netessarily a dream date 

If your tractor comes in contact 
with overhead power lines, 

stay on the tractor. Use your cell 
phone or ask someone to contact 
WIEC immediately to remove 
the danger. If there’s an emergen¬ 
cy, such as an electrical fire, and 
you need to leave the equipment, 
jump as far away from the equip¬ 
ment as possible. Do not allow 
any part of your body to touch 
the equipment and the ground at 
the same time. 

V    

Once you get away from the 
equipment, never attempt to 
get back on or even touch the 
equipment. Many electrocu¬ 
tions occur when the operator 
dismounts, and realizing noth¬ 
ing has (7710-14) happened, 
tries to get back on the equip¬ 
ment. The best way to handle 
emergencies is by prevention. 
Respect electricity and avoid 
contact with overhead lines. 
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W(EC Offers Simple Way to 
Pay Electric Bill 

Paying your bill has never been easier! 

Either stop by our office during normal business hours Send check or money order in 

or use drivemp payment box for after-hours drop-off envelope provided. 

Enroll in our Easy Pay Program. 

Your electric bill will be auto¬ 

matically paid either through your 

checking account or your credit 

card on the due date each month. 

Call our office during normal 

business hours and we can take 

your debit or credit card number 

to pay your bill. 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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WE NEED 
YOUR HELP. Our Energy, Our Future" 

A Dialogue With America 

Senators are drafting climate change legislation NOW, and you 
can impact the outcome. Climate change legislation should be: 

Climate change legislation needs to recognize 
regional differences in how electricity is produced. 

EfAffordable. Any climate change plan must keep 
electricity affordable for all Americans. 

0 Achievable. Climate change goals must be realistic 
to ensure long-term success. 

^ Go to www.ourenergy.coop to make your voice heard. 

SEALING MEANS SAVING 
AND COMFORT Welcome New 

Members 
Shaun S. & Alyssa M. Crow, 

West Point 

Howard L. & Sharolyn Daniels, 

Macomb 

Richard E Edmunds, Dallas City 

Gina C. Gerstel, Lomax 

Braxton D. Haddix, Blandinsville 

Hancock County Animal Control, 

Carthage 

Molly Metternich, Hamilton 

Tad R. And Kelly J. Miller, Mendon 

Matthew A. &. Christie S. Reynolds, 

Colchester 

Bill Schlipman, Quincy 

James Son, Carthage 

Douglas L. & Beth Stenger, 

Prairie City 

Presley Stoneking, Sutter 

Wachtendorf Farms By Erma Swank, 

Carthage 

Looking for an easy way to 
save money and improve 

your home’s comfort? Try seal' 
ing your home. By reducing air 
infiltration - unwanted air that 
leaks into your house - you can 
cut your energy costs and make 
your home more comfortable. 

When winter air is able to 
slip into your house, it reduces 
the indoor temperature and 
creates drafts that make you 
feel colder. A similar situation 
happens when warm, humid 
outside air slips into your air- 
conditioned home. (8611'10) 
An improperly sealed home can 
also invite pests, rodents, and 
moisture that can lead to mold 
and mildew. 

Besides windows and doors, 
common locations of air infiltra- 
tion include: 

■ Joint of walls and founda¬ 
tion 

■ Baseboards 
■ Where electric or tele¬ 

phone wires, gas lines or 
TV cables enter 

■ Around outdoor faucets 
and water pipes 

■ Electrical outlets 
■ Anywhere two different 

materials (such as bricks 
and wood) meet 

■ Gaps between sections of 
ductwork 

■ Areas around dryer vents 
and fans 

Some homeowners worry that 
they may seal their homes too 
tightly. While it’s true that you 
want to ensure that your home 
receives fresh air, using air leaks 
for ventilation means you can’t 
control the amount of air that 
enters. 
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WIEC holds 15th Annual Safety Fair 
Kids learn to Live Smart, Keep Safe and Have Fun 

On Sept. 30, 200 fifth graders from seven elementary schools in 

WIEC’s service territory descended on the north edge of Carthage for 

the 15th Annual Safety Fair. Each year, students hear about differ¬ 

ent safety topics, including electrical safety, bike safety, internet safety, 

(8515-32) weather, farm safety and emergency preparedness. 

\EC Apprentice lineman Tim 

\imate shows his climbing skills 

\students were shown ways how 
Z.C employees keep the lights on 

the equipment they use. 

Donna Duburkke of the National Weather Service brought a 

Wheel of Weather for the students to test their knowledge 

about weather facts. 

Trooper Dan Leezer of the Illi¬ 

nois State Patrol goes over hand 

signals to use when riding bikes. 

Do you know which way Trooper 

Leezer is turning? 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 

Photos Continued on 16b 
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524 North Madison P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, 1L 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 

HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217-357'3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 

Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 

Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 

Kyle Finley of Live Line Demo always 
starts off the WIEC Safety Fair with 
valuable information about the power of 
electricity. He emphasizes to the kids 
that they do NOT want to be the path to 
ground for electricity. He also stresses 
the importance of staying in the car 
when involved in an accident involving 
power lines on or near the car. 

■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 

Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 
AAAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25 th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 

WIEC would like to thank the 
following: 
• Sly Fox Food Service - order¬ 

ing and preparing the food 
• Community of Christ Church 

-use of their building 
• Carthage fdigh School Student 

Council and their sponsors, 
Mrs. Connie Flesner and Mrs. 
Peggy Latherow 

• Marine Bank & Trust - supply¬ 
ing paper goods 

We w ould also like to thank the 
following presenters for donating 
their time: 
• State Trooper Ed Howard 
• State Trooper Dan Leezer 
• Donna Dubburke of the Na¬ 

tional Weather Service 
• Carthage Clipper Fire Dept. 
• Kristen Huls and Dawn Weinberg, 

University of Illinois Extension 
• Maria Hopp, 9-1-1 coordinator 
• Hancock Co. Ambulance Service 
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FAQ 
Why is my e/ecfr/c bill always 

higher than my neighbors? 

ou just answered this ques¬ 
tion yourself. It’s YOUR 

electric bill, and it reflects the 
amount of electricity consumed 
by YOU and YOUR FAMILY in 
YOUR HOME. 

Your neighbor may have a 
completely different set of cir¬ 
cumstances ... different number 
of people living in the home, 

different lifestyle, different size 
home, different type and ages of 
appliances, different insulation, 
different number of windows 
or doors. The list goes on and 
on. (2811-25) These and many 
other factors make a comparison 
with your neighbor unrealistic. 

The bottom line is that your 
bill is based on your consumption 

of electricity. 
For ideas to help reduce your 

consumption, pick up your copy 
of the free booklet, 101 Low- 
Cost/No-Cost Home Energy- 
Saving Measures, at the WIEC 
office. It has ideas to help lower 
how many kilowatts you use. 

Keep 01' Man Winter 
Out of Your House 
Be smart about spending your heating dollar 

HEATING AND AIR 
CONDITIONING 
Heating and air conditioning uses 
the largest chunk of your home 
energy dollar. Keep it running 
“lean and mean.” 

WINDOWS 
A considerable amount of heat 
transfers through windows. If you 
have single-pane windows, consid¬ 
er doing the following: (3911-18) 

• HVAC systems should be 
checked to verify they are mov¬ 
ing the correct amount of air. 
An HVAC technician can tell 
you if it is. 

• Heat pump and air conditioning 
systems should be checked an¬ 
nually to verify they are properly 
charged, strictly in accordance 
with manufacturers’ guidelines. 

• Inside and outside coils should 
he kept clean and free of debris. 

• Gas furnaces should be tuned for 
maximum combustion efficiency. 

• Return filters should be changed 
monthly. 

• Have a HVAC technician 
check carefully for duct leaks. 
Leaks that are found should be 
sealed with fiberglass mesh and 
mastic sealant. 

• Tighten and weather-strip your 
old windows and then add 
storm windows. 

• Compare the above cost with 
replacing your old single-glazed 
windows with new double- 
glazed windows. 

• In colder climates “low-e” coat¬ 
ings on glass can help reduce 
heat loss through windows. 

AIR INFILTRATION 
Air that transfers in and out of 
homes through cracks, crevices 
and holes can increase energy 
consumption. Here are some help¬ 
ful tips to avoid air infiltration: 

• Seal around pipe penetration 
coming through walls. 

• During hot and cold weather, 

ensure windows are closed tight¬ 
ly and locked. 

• Ensure weather-stripping around 
doors and windows is tight. 

• When your fireplace is not operat¬ 
ing, its flue should be closed tight¬ 
ly, with a sign hanging from the 
flue handle warning it is closed. 

• Check the ceiling behind the 
cornice of built-in bookshelves 
for holes cut during construction. 

• Drop-down, disappearing stair¬ 
ways should fit tightly into the 
ceiling and be carefully weath¬ 
er-stripped. 

• Whole-house attic fans should be 
sealed tightly during the winter. 

• Make sure your outside dryer 
vent door closes when the dry¬ 
er is not in use. This requires 
cleaning away lint accumula¬ 
tion periodically. 
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WIEC's office will be closed Nov. 1 1 

observance of Veteran's Day. 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, office 

will be closed Thursday, Nov. 26 in 

observance of Thanksgiving Day. Our 

offices will reopen on Friday, Nov. 27 

at 8 a.m. 

Seven 2010 IEC Memorial Scholarships Available 
Western Illinois Electrical 

Coop. Manager Paul M. Dion has 
announced that for the fifteenth 
consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award 
academic scholarships to high 
school seniors. 

Seven scholarships of $1,250 
each will be awarded in 2010 
to eligible high school seniors 
through the Thomas H. Moore Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program. 

Four scholarships will be 
awarded to students who are the 
sons or daughters of an Illinois 
electric cooperative member re¬ 
ceiving service from the coopera¬ 
tive. A fifth scholarship, the Earl 
W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, 

will be awarded to a student who 
is the son or daughter of an 
Illinois electric cooperative 
employee. The sixth and 
seventh scholarships 
are reserved for 
students enrolling 
full-time at a two-year 
Illinois community college 
who are the sons or daughters 
of Illinois electric cooperative 
members, employees or directors. 

“We hope to assist electric co¬ 
operative youth while honoring 
past rural electric leaders with this 
scholarship,” says Dion. “WIEC 
and the other Illinois electric co¬ 
operatives are always seeking ways 
to make a difference in our com¬ 
munities. One of the best ways 

we can do that is by helping our 
youth through programs like 

this one.” 
Candidates are 

judged on the basis of 
grade point average, 

college entrance 
exam scores, work and 

volunteer experience, 

r school and civic activities, 
and a short essay that demon¬ 

strates their knowledge of electric 
cooperatives. (10430-60) 

For more information contact 
Becky Dickinson at WIEC at 
217-357-3125 or 800-576-3125 
or ask your high school guid¬ 
ance counselor. 

l .... 

New Members 
Bowen Banking Center, Bowen 

Cindy Brinkman, Niota 
Joseph D. & Abigail M. Dion, Carthage 

Andrew B. & Melissa A. Finch, Warsaw 
Jason Owsley, Laharpe 
Tod Woolan, Macomb 
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From the Manager: 
Year in Review 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

This is the last issue of the WIEC 
News for 2009, so I’d like to 

reflect on what has happened at 
your cooperative. This year has 
been a busy one at your co-op, so 
grab a cup of coffee, sit down and 
I’ll hit the highlights. 

One of our proudest accom¬ 
plishments this year is that once 
again, we had minimal outage 
times while working safely out in 
the held. The conditions can he 
treacherous - it’s not easy hang¬ 
ing fallen electric wires on a dark 
and rainy night to restore electric¬ 
ity. Forbes Magazine in its August 
2007 issue listed electrical workers 
having the 7th most dangerous 
job. 

At this year’s Annual Meeting, 
we received the Best Safety Re¬ 
cord Award from the AIEC for our 
safety in the held. This is not the 
hrst time our employees have won 
this award. Our crew does quality 
work while keeping safe. (4513- 
35) It means something to be rec¬ 
ognized by your peers as being the 
best. 

Our crew has installed 21 new 
services in the hrst nine months 
of this year for new homes and 
new bin sites. The new Memorial 

Hospital, east of Carthage, is now 
open for business, which provides 
health care for Hancock County 
and also a steady load tor WIEC. 

The AMR system is up and 
running. We are very pleased with 
how it works and the additional 
information it gives us. It works 
seamlessly with our billing system 
which means our members will 
get more accurate bills and better 
customer service. We can usu¬ 
ally tell which side of the meter 
an outage has occurred which can 
help get the outage resolved faster. 

In April, there was an increase 
in the facility charge the members 
pay, along with a small increase in 
our heat rates. The increase in the 
facility charge attempted to bring 
this fee more inline with the ac¬ 
tual cost of providing service. Our 
board will continue to look at rates 
to see if an adjustment is needed 
in 2010. 

During 2009, the media gave 
lots of attention to the topic of 
renewable energy. The proposed 
legislation has had many names 
during the year - American Clean 
Energy and Security Act (ACES) 
of 2009 or the Waxman-Markey 
bill or Clean Energy Jobs and 
American Power Act. No matter 
what the legislation is called, it 
will increase your electric bill. 

We asked our members to par¬ 
ticipate in the Our Energy/Our 
Future campaign and you did. 

Thank you! By sending in those 
postcards or visiting the ourenergy. 
com website, you let your legisla¬ 
tors know you were concerned 
about keeping energy affordable 
in the future. Of the 500,000 
postcards sent nationwide, over 
150,000 were delivered to Senator 
Burris and Senator Durbin ol Il¬ 
linois. We have no way of knowing 
how many of the postcards came 
from Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, members, but 1 want you 
to know, I appreciate every one of 
them. We will have to wait to see 
what the future will bring on this 
matter, but I’d like to think we had 
some influence on our elected of¬ 
ficials. 

As this year comes to a close, 
I’d like to thank our Directors and 
Employees for their dedication to 
the cooperative. I’d also like to 
thank our members for their con¬ 
tinued loyalty, patience and under¬ 
standing. 

Happy New Year. 
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ELECTRICQL COOP. 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net l 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 

HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

i Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

i Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

i William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 

Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 

Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 

■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 

Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WtEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the W1EC News. 

Low Income Energy Assistance 
Call now tor appointment 
If you need financial assistance to 

pay your electric bill, you may be 
eligible to participate in the Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP). Applicants 
must call for an appointment and 
bring with them proof of income 
for the last 30 days, their most 
recent (3613-52) electric bill and 
Social Security Cards for all in the 
household. 

Assistance is based on com¬ 
bined household income. If it is at 
or below the levels shown below, 
you may be eligible. Good faith 
effort to maintain electric service 
may also be required. 

Household 
size 

30 Day 
Income 

l $1,354 

2 $1,821 

3 $2,289 

(add $467 for each additional 
house member) 

For more details, contact the 
following: 

Members in Hancock, Hender¬ 
son and McDonough Counties: 

Western Illinois Regional 
Council 
223 S. Randolph 
Macomb, IL 61455 
(309) 837- 2997 

Members in Adams County: 

Two Rivers Regional Council 
1891 Maine St. Suite 4 
Quincy, IL 62301 
(217) 224-8171 

In addition, members may also 
find help from The Salvation 
Army, their Township supervisors, 
the Veteran’s Administration and 
area churches. 

Th& Board of Directors and 

Employees of- WtEC wish all 

our members a, very Merry 

Christmas and cv healthy and 

happy 2010. We thank yonfor 

allounna us to serve yon. 
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R-U Properly Insulated? 
Proper Insulation ran lead to lower heating & reeling rests 

One of the simplest ways to re¬ 
duce your home’s heating and 

cooling costs - and improve com¬ 
fort - involves installing proper 
insulation. Doing so provides resis¬ 
tance to heat flow. The more heat 
flow resistance your insulation 
provides, the lower your heating 
and cooling costs. 

Heat flows naturally from 
a warmer to a cooler space. In 
winter, heat moves directly from 
heated living spaces to adjacent 
unheated attics, garages, base¬ 
ments, and even outdoors. It can 
also travel indirectly through in¬ 
terior ceilings, walls, and floors — 
wherever there is a difference in 
temperature. 

During the summer cooling sea¬ 
son, the reverse takes place. Heat 
flows from the outdoors to the 
interior of a house. 

To maintain comfort, heat lost 
in the winter must be replaced 
by your heating system. In sum¬ 
mer, heat gained must (481-5) be 
removed by your cooling system. 

Proper insulation, though, de¬ 
creases heat flow. 

Heat flow resistance is mea¬ 
sured or rated in terms of its R- 
value. The higher the R-value, the 
greater the insulation’s effective¬ 
ness. 

When calculating the R-value 
of a multilayered installation, 
add R-values of individual layers. 
Installing more insulation in your 
home increases the R-value. 

Insulation effectiveness also 
depends on how and where it’s 
installed. For example, insula¬ 
tion that gets compressed will 
not provide its full rated R-value. 
The overall R-value of a wall or 
ceiling will be somewhat different 
from the R-value of the insulation 
because some heat flows around 
the insulation through studs and 
joists. Therefore, it’s important to 
properly install your insulation to 
achieve the maximum R-value. 

If you have R-19 or less insula¬ 
tion in your attic, consider bring¬ 
ing it up to R-38 in moderate 

climates, R-49 in cold climates. 
■ In cold climates, if you have 

R-11 or less floor insulation, 
consider bringing it up to 
R-25. 

■ Blown in wet cellulose or 
high-density foam insulation 
can stop infiltration better 
than fiberglass. 

■ Proper installation of insula¬ 
tion should prevent moisture 
in your walls. 

■ Perimeter insulation around 
crawl-spaces, basements, and 
ceiling insulation are the most 
important places to have ad¬ 
equate insulation. 

■ During construction, seal all 
openings, plates and walls 
with foam or caulk. 

■ Insulate and seal ducts in at¬ 
tics, crawl spaces, garages, and 
other unheated areas. 

For more information, visit 
http://www.eere.energy.gov 

Christmas Check List 
Give the gift of light this holiday season* 

m y fight the crowds when you can do your last minute Christmas shopping at WIEC! 
Here are some ideas for the hard to buy for person on your list: 

S WIEC Gift Certificate - Never worry about sizes or colors again! A gift certificate 
always fits and is always (4610-27) appreciated! 

A Dusk to Dawn Security Light - A WIEC security light protects and gives peace of 
mind. It costs $68 plus tax. WIEC will even install it on an existing pole or already 
wired building at no charge. 

S Electric Water Heater - Warm baths are heavenly on a cold winter’s night. 
Electric water heaters start at $200 with a $75 service fee for installation. 
(water heater must be installed on cO'Op lines) 

Q a C ® 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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Vegetation Management Schedule 
Tree trimming begins in December 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, plans to have crews performing routine tree trimming 
starting in December in all or parts of the following townships: 

In Hancock County: 
St. Mary, Hancock, Carthage, Fountain Green, Pilot Grove, Rock Creek, La Harpe and Durham. 

In Henderson County: 
Terre Haute, Lomax, Media, Stronghurst, Carman, Gladstone 

Due to the advanced printing of this issue of the WIEC News, these 
plans are subject to change. If there are questions or concerns, please 

contact our office during normal business hours at 217-357-3125 or 800- 
576-3125. 

For more information concerning our vegetation management policy, 
check out our website at www.wiec.net under the program tab. 

Welcome New 
Members 
Richard L Annegers, Jr, Gladstone 

Lou-Anna Bryant, Dallas City 

Tyler L. & Elizabeth A. Carson, 

Blandinsville 

William W Casady, Warsaw 

Elizabeth Damon, Nauvoo 

Richard E Edmunds, Dallas City 

Kelly Harness, Dallas City 

Monmouth Feed Service, Inc., 

Monmouth 

Nauvoo Restoration, Inc., Nauvoo 

Jared Plate, Nauvoo 

Nancy Rampley, Carthage 

Ryan Richardson, Hamilton 

Megan Ronner, Stronghurst 

Dawn M Tecca, LaHarpe 

ice Closings 
The WIEC office will close at 

noon on Dec. 24 so our employees 
may spend the Christmas holiday 
with their families. The office will 
reopen at 8 a.m. on Dec. 28. 

The WIEC Office will also close 
at noon on Dec. 31 and reopen 
Jan. 4 in observance of the New 
Year’s holiday. 

As always, please call 217-357- 
3125 or 800-576-3125 in case of 
power emergencies any time day or 
night. We ask that all non-emer¬ 
gency calls, including payment 
arrangements or billing questions 
wait until normal business hours. 

Attention Members!!! 
The 2010 pocket calendars are in!! 

Please come by our office 
and pick up your free calendar. 


