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Bill Due Date Change 

In January of 2009 the date 

your electricity bill is due 

will be adjusted. The due date 

will change from the 25 th of 

the month to the 21st of the 

month—unless the 21st falls on 

a Saturday, Sunday or coopera¬ 

tive holiday. Payment will be due 

on the next business day. 

The cooperative power bill 

— the electricity we buy and 

provide to our members — is 

due on the 25 th of the month. 

We have streamlined the meter 

reading and hilling process with 

Automatic Meter Reading (AMR) 

and other technologies, so you are 

receiving your bill around the 6th 

of the month. 
In order to pay our power bill, 

we need members and large-usage 

accounts to adjust their calendars 

to pay the electricity bill earlier. It 

is essential for the cooperative to 

have guaranteed funds on the 25th 

so SREC does not have to main¬ 

tain a large line of credit to cover 

a power bill in the event a member 

with a large balance fails to pay 

before the cooperative power bill 

is due. 

The four-day adjustment is 

sufficient for SREC to have funds 

transfer to our Generation & 

Transmission (G &. T) cooperative, 

Prairie Power, on the 25 th of the 

month. 
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Members participating in the 

Budget Billing or Auto-debit will 

continue the programs with minor 

changes. 

Budget Billing Members: The bill 

due date change from the 25th 

to the 21st will not change other 

aspects of your account. 

Auto-debit Members: The bill 

due date change form the 25th to 

the 21st will adjust the date the 

cooperative will debit your selected 

account. The cooperative will debit 

the account on the 21st of the 

month — unless the 21st falls on 

a Saturday, Sunday or cooperative 

holiday. The debit will be applied 

the next business day. Please make 

a note on your calendars of the 

withdraw date change. 
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Swap1 

Save 

Replacing each incandescent light bulb in your home with a compact fluorescent lamp (CFL) can cut 

lighting costs significantly. Log onto the Energy Tools section of www.touchstoneenergy.coop under “CFL 

Calculator,” plug the number of incandescent bulbs in your home into the online calculator and see how 

much money you can save each year by swapping out light bulbs. It just makes cents. 

For more energy saving ideas contact your local Touchstone Energy cooperative. 

Reminder: Facilities Charge Increase 
As I reported at the 

Annual Meeting this past 
September, our facilities 
charge will be increas¬ 
ing $3 a month beginning 
January of 2009. A discus¬ 
sion of the facilities charge 
increase was printed in the 

November issue of Illinois 
Country Living in the co¬ 
operative’s center section, 
Spoon River News. The 
discussion is also available 
on the Spoon River Electric 
homepage at www.srecoop. 

By making this small 
increase now, we hope to 
prevent large increases in 
the future. 
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Notes & Reminders 
UPS SHIPPING AVAILABLE 

Spoon River Mechanical Services, Inc. offers UPS 
shipping services. Stop by their office located at 405 Vi 
E. Linn Street in Canton to fulfill your UPS shipping 
needs. 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

Pardon the sawdust in the Spoon River Mechanical, 
Inc, office. The construction of a new 1,200-foot energy 
efficiency showroom is underway. In Spring of 2009 the 
showroom will feature home energy-saving solutions 
from geothermal systems to tankless water heaters. Stay 
tuned for updates on this one-of-a-kind project. 

FORESTRY CREW RETURNS TO SREC 
TERRITORY 

After six months of working in McDonough Power’s 
territory, the forestry crew returns to SREC to re¬ 
move and manage vegetation threatening our primary 
lines on the Ipava substation. If you have any forestry 
questions or concerns, please contact Josh DeWees, 
Manager of Forestry at 309-647-2700. 
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2008 
Ite Storm 

SREC trucks pull out of the garage under a cement gray sky for another full day. Crews 
worked well past nightfall to restore power to members. 

As many of you know, on Dec. 19, 
2008, Central Illinois was cov¬ 

ered in a sheet of ice. As a result of 
that early morning ice storm, much of 
Spoon River Electric’s system suffered 
damage. Some of our members were 
without power as many as four days. 

I would first like to thank our 
visiting line crews from: Sheldon Con¬ 
struction in Kirks- 
field, Mo.; Adams 
Electric Cooperative 
in Camp Point, Ilk; 
and Illinois Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
in Winchester, 111. 
These gentlemen 
were a great help in 
restoring power to 
SREC members. 

Our own linemen worked long 
hours dealing with critical situations 
in tough terrain while battling high 
winds and freezing temperatures. We 

Have ice storm pictures you 

would like to share with us? 

Send them to Kaylyn Kuzniar 

at kkuzniar@srecoop.org or 

RO. Box 340 Canton, 

61 520. You might see your 

picture in the next issue of 

Illinois Country Living. 

are proud to report no injuries due to 
the ice storm. 

We estimate the system suffered 10 
broken poles and 100 miles of downed 
power lines due to ice, wind and trees. 
As freezing temperatures continued, 
the system suffered many outages over 
the Christmas holiday and repairs 
throughout the territory persisted in 
the following weeks. 

After weathering 
this ice storm, the 
worst in over 30 
years, we at Spoon 
River Electric thank 
members for their 
patience. All SREC 
employees, including 
myself, thank all the 
members that sent 
food and cards. All 

cards and messages of thanks taken 
over the phone were passeci to each of 
the linemen. Those words of kindness 
are truly appreciated. 

Iinois 
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After spending many hours in the SREC office 

over Dec. 19, 20 and 21, Sophie, a 4-month-old 

Miniature Schnauzer, is considered the mascot 

of the 2008 Ice Storm. Sophie kept the spirits 

high and employees entertained as she tagged 

along with owner, SREC Billing Supervisor 

Cheryl Marvel. 
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Now that the possibility of pro¬ 
longed outages has become a reality, 
we encourage all members to be 
prepared. The storm damage takes 
time to repair efficiently and safely. 

Stocking up on water, food, 
blankets, candles and matches, first- 
aid kits, battery-operated flashlights 
and radios are just a few prepara¬ 
tions you and your family can make. 

Refrain from opening and clos¬ 
ing refrigerators and freezers. Food 
will stay fresh in a refrigerator for 24 
hours. A full deep freezer will keep 
at least 48 hours. 

If you highly depend on electric¬ 
ity for farming or business reasons, 
we recommend you properly install 
a generator and implement back-up 
battery systems for your computers. 

Outage updates will be available 
via local radio station AM 1560 and 
CD 107.9. Depending on outage 
locations, additional radio stations 
will be updated. If your place of 
work or a family/friend, is capable 
of Internet access, regular updates 
will be posted at www.srecoop.org. 

As winter carries on, we at SREC 
are on alert for icy weather and will 
continue to serve you with account¬ 
ability, integrity and innovation. 

Office Manager & CFO Marti Pritchard (left) assists Billing Supervisor Cheryl Marvel 

as she talks to a member on the phone. SREC office personnel answered phones all 

weekend, only switching to night service to go home and catch a bit of rest. 

Fueled on potato chips and caffeine, SREC 

Engineer Mark Balbinot talks with linemen as 

he prepares for a long, windy night. 

Bill Dodds, CEO reviews the CIS mappings 

tern before stepping out into freezing temperatl 

to join the line crews. Sharon, Bill’s wife, assij 
the office ladies in answering phones through 

the outages. 

Line Foreman Mike Coffey gathers supplies as he awaits the arrival of 

a relief crew from Missouri. 
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Electric space heaters typically use coils of 

resistance wire to generate heat, like toasters. 

Some have fans to spread heat around the 

room. 

Others use ceramic pieces or oil-filled radia¬ 

tors to store heat. 

Usually not the most economical or efficient 

solution for home heating. 

Even a small one can use 1500 watts of 

electricity (same as 20 standard 75-watt light 

bulbs). 
Running a 1500 watt heater, 8 hours a day 

at $.08/kWh can add $18 to your monthly 

energy bill. 

Cool or drafty rooms usually need better 

sealing, not space heaters. 

Don’t place space heaters where young chil¬ 

dren or pets may touch hot areas. 

Keep them away from paper and other com¬ 

bustible materials, too. 

Many non-electric space heaters are not safe 

for indoor use without ventilation. 

THE HOT FACTS 
ON SPACE HEATERS 

SPACE HEATERS: HELPERS OR HOGS? 

Portable space heaters offer one solution to the problem 

of cold rooms. Most electric space heaters are very 

simple devices that use coils of resistance wire to gener¬ 

ate heat. It you’ve watched the coils inside your toaster glow 

bright orange, you’ve seen resistance wire in action. Some have 

a fan to blow air across the coil, while others wrap the wire 

around ceramic pieces or encase it in a sealed, oil-filled radia¬ 

tor. (Non-electric space heaters may not be suitable for indoor 

use without ventilation, because they may create deadly gases 

like carbon monoxide.) 

Space heaters can generate a tremendous amount of heat 

in a very short time, but may not be the most economical or 

efficient solution for ongoing needs. Even a small space heater 

can consume 1500 watts of electricity, the same as 20 standard 

75-watt light bulbs, and can add $18 or more to your monthly 

bill. In addition, don’t put them where young children or 

nosy pets might be tempted to touch them, or near combus¬ 

tible materials. 

If you have a cold or drafty room, it may not be properly 

sealed, so any warm air you create is just going to escape. By 

identifying and solving the real problem, you may eliminate 

the need for the space heater and improve your comfort all 

year ’round. 



Please remember that your monthly Spoon River 
Electric bill is now due on the 21st of each month. 

The date your SREC bill is due 

changed from the 25th of the month 

to the 21st of the month — if the 21st 

falls on a Saturday, Sunday or coopera¬ 

tive holiday payment will be due on the 

next business day. 

The cooperative power bill — the elec¬ 

tricity we buy and provide to our mem¬ 

bers — is due on the 25th of the month. 

We have streamlined the meter reading 

and billing process with Automatic Meter 

Reading (AMR) and other technologies, 

so you are receiving your bill around the 

6th of the month. 

In order to pay our power bill, we 

need members and large-usage accounts 

to adjust their calendars to pay the elec¬ 

tricity bill earlier. It is essential for the 

cooperative to have guaranteed funds on 

the 25th so SREC does not have to main¬ 

tain a large line of credit to cover a power 

bill in the event a member with a large 

balance fails to pay before the coopera¬ 

tive power bill is due. 

The four-day adjust¬ 

ment is sufficient for 

SREC to have funds 

transfer to our Genera¬ 

tion Transmission (G 

& T) cooperative, Prairie 

Power, on the 25 th of 

the month. 

Members participat¬ 

ing in the Budget Billing or 

Auto-debit will continue the 

programs with minor changes. 

Budget Billing Members: The bill 

due date change from the 25th to the 

21st wall not change other aspects of 

your account. 

Auto-debit Members: The bill due date 

change form the 25 th to the 21st will 

adjust the date the cooperative will debit 

your selected account. The cooperative 

will debit the account on the 21st of the 

month — unless the 21st falls on a Satur¬ 

day, Sunday or cooperative holiday. The 

debit will be applied the next business 

day. Please make a note on your calen¬ 

dars of the withdraw date change. 
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SREC Supports Local Mining 
Coal is our state’s most abundant 

natural resource. The electric 

utility industry is the largest user of 

coal. Like many of the costs associ¬ 

ated with delivering electricity, the 

price of coal continues to rise. In 

fact, the average price of delivered 

coal has risen from $23 a ton in 

1980 to $59 a ton in 2009. 

We at Spoon River Electric 

Cooperative are committed to 

providing our members high quality 

service at the lowest possible cost. 

Coal mining is a natural fit in our 

plan to keep the cost of deliver¬ 

ing power as low as we can. That’s 

why I strongly support plans for a 

surface mining operation in Canton 

by Capital Resources Development 

Company, LLC. 

Greg Arnett, the director of 

surface mine operations for the 

company, applied for a state permit 

to mine this 1,084-acre site in 2006. 

A permit was issued in 2008, and 

Mr. Arnett is now finalizing work on 

other needed permits. 

The utility industry is, and 

always has been, a good steward 

of the environment. The electric 

utilities are working with legislators 

and environmentalists to reduce 

the carbon produced from burning 

coal and the impact it has on global 

warming. We will develop technolo¬ 

gy to deal with carbon just as we did 

with sulfur dioxide. We have seen 

electric rates rise by 56 percent in 

the last few years and it is estimated 

that rates could rise another 70 per¬ 

cent due to a carbon tax, a carbon 

cap and trade program or from the 

implementation technology. 

The project is close to reality, 

but public support is still needed. 

Letters of endorsement for the mine 

to state politicians, the Illinois De¬ 

partment of Natural Resources, the 

Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers will help move this valu¬ 

able project forward. 

Our area has a rich history of 

coal mining. Honest, blue-collar 

jobs like these have sustained many 

families here, in some cases over 

several generations. 

In some ways, coal mining has 

changed a lot from what we knew in 

the past. It is now heavily regulated 

and Illinois’ sulfur-rich coal must 

be scrubbed to meet environmental 

standards. But much about coal 

mining remains the same. It’s still 

the way many hard-working men 

and women support their families. 

It’s also still an integral part of deliv¬ 

ering electricity to homes and busi¬ 

nesses at the lowest cost possible. 

Nationally, jobs are disappearing 

every day. Many of you know how 

many folks in our area would love to 

<3> Continued on page 16b 
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<S> SREC Supports Local Mining continued 

have a job they could support their 

family with. 

If you support responsible min- 

ing and its positive effect on our 

local economy, please join me as a 

proponent of this project. 

A few facts about coal: 

■ It takes a little less than one 

pound of Illinois coal to produce 

one kilowatt-hour of electricity. 

■ There are about 1,200 coal-fired 

power plants in the United States 

which together produce about 51 

percent of the nation’s electric¬ 

ity. That is more than gas, oil, 

nuclear, hydro, and wind power 

combined. 

■ Of all the states, Illinois has the 

largest reported bituminous coal 

resources with almost 25 percent 

of our nation’s reserves. Coal 

bearing rocks underlie about 65 

percent of Illinois, including all 

or parts of at least 86 of the 102 

counties in the state. According 

to the Illinois State Geological 

Survey there are 100 billion tons 

of recoverable coal beneath the 

borders of Illinois. This is enough 

coal to meet the country’s need 

for coal for the next 100 years. 

There is more energy content in 

Illinois coal than the oil in Saudi 

Arabia and Kuwait combined! 

■ Close to 3,500 men and women, 

the bulk of them miners, are on 

the payrolls of the Illinois coal 

industry. But, under an economic 

formula widely accepted in the 

state, nearly 12,000 other wage 

earners remain dependent on the 

coal industry for their livelihood. 

This is not difficult to under¬ 

stand if one takes into account 

the bearing of the coal industry 

on the communities around 

mines, on transportation systems 

and on many other parts of life in 

Illinois. For instance, the many 

millions of dollars in state and 

local taxes paid yearly by coal 

companies in Illinois constitute 

an important source of govern¬ 

ment dollars. 

Source: Illinois Coal Associa¬ 

tion 

Anyone interested in participat¬ 

ing in our program “Our Energy, 

Our Future” to voice your concerns 

regarding affordable electricity 

to your legislator can stop by the 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

office at 930 South Fifth Avenue in 

Canton, Illinois, for more informa¬ 

tion. 

If you would 
like to sign 

a petition in 
support of the 
mine, visit the 
SREC office 

at 930 S. 5th 
Avenue in 
Canton. 
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ATTENTION 2008-2009 
SENIORS! 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative is Awarding Two $500 Scholarships to 
High School Seniors 

High School seniors who are the son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric member can apply for a $500 Scholastic 
Scholarship or a $500 Honorary Scholarship, awarded by the cooperative at this year’s Annual Meeting held on 

September 3, 2009. 
Fill out the form at the bottom of the page and send to the cooperative before August 24, 2009, to participate. 

Please see official rules and descriptions of scholarships below. 

OFFICIAL RULES 
■ Applying students and their parent/legal guardian must be present at the Annual Meeting September 3, 2009, to 

win. 
■ Students must be a son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric Cooperative Member. 
■ Students must be a high school senior during the 2009/2010 school year and begin college undergraduate studies in the 

2010/2011 school year. 
■ Students must plan on attending a two-year or four-year accredited college or university, including vocational/technical 

schools. 
■ Scholarship winners must be full-time students (at least 12 hours) during the 2010-2011 academic year. 
■ Scholarships are for one year and non-renewable. 

SCHOLASTIC SCHOLARSHIP 
■ The Scholastic Scholarship will be awarded based on an application detailing GPA, college entrance test scores, work 

and volunteer experience, participation in school and community activities, and a biographical statement. 
■ Five semi-finalists will be chosen from the scholastic application forms received. 
■ Semi-finalists will be notified by mail with a time and place for a personal interview. 
■ Those not chosen as semi-finalists for the Scholastic Scholarship will be automatically placed in the Honorary Scholar 

ship drawing. 

HONORARY SCHOLARSHIP 
■ The Honorary Scholarship will be awarded by a drawing as students are recognized at the Annual Meeting. 
■ All applicants are eligible for the Honorary Scholarship drawing except the Scholastic Scholarship winner. 

^SPOON RIVER 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

Scholarship Participation Request 

Name of Student  

Address of Student  

Name of Parent/Guardian  

Telephone Number  

Scholarship Applying For: Scholastic* Honorary 

Return To: Kaylyn Kuzniar 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

PO Box 340 

Canton, IL 61520 

647-2700 

* Those applying for the Scholastic Scholarship will receive an additional form in the mail regarding scholastic achievement. 
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Trees are wonderful gifts from 

nature. Not only are they 

beautiful, but they improve our 

air by transforming carbon dioxide 

into oxygen. They can also provide 

shade to keep us cooler in summer, 

and deflect winter’s chilly winds. 

But when trees come into con¬ 

tact with power lines, bad things 

can happen. Branches can tangle 

with power lines, snapping them or 

simply causing brief short circuits 

that make your lights blink and 

damage sensitive electronic equip¬ 

ment like computers. Squirrels can 

use trees to climb on power lines, 

where they nibble on the wires and 

cause outages. 

That’s why Spoon River Electric 

works hard to make sure trees don’t 

interfere with power lines. We do 

that in two ways. First, we encour¬ 

age members to be careful where 

they plant trees. Second, if a tree 

has grown to the point of endan¬ 

gering a power line, we will arrange 

to have it trimmed back to a safe 

distance. 

If you’d like to add a tree, take 

a moment to think of how large it 

will become when fully grown. If 

you plant the tree under or close 

mm ™ 
mm 

E@Cnj MM 
to power lines, it might not pres¬ 

ent any problems for even ten or 

twenty years. But once that tree 

has grown, its branches might 

interfere with the power lines, and 

that can be dangerous. 

There are a couple ways in 

which you can help. As a start, be 

sure that you don’t plant the tree 

in an area where it might grow into 

a power line. The other thing you 

can do is choose a species that isn’t 

going to grow tall or wide enough 

to threaten power lines. A nursery 

owner or your county extension 

agent can recommend trees that 

will add the beauty you want with¬ 

out presenting a problem. 

If we determine that a tree 

presents a safety problem because 

it has either grown too close to a 

power line or is in a position where 

a limb could break off and damage 

a power line, we may request that 

it be trimmed (or in particularly 

dangerous situations or with dead 

trees, removed). 

When trees are trimmed, 

national standards for electrical 

safety require that branches within 

15 feet of electrical equipment be 

removed. To homeowners, it may 

look like our tree-trimming crews 

are cutting more branches than 

necessary. But that 15-foot rule en¬ 

sures that our crews can safely ac¬ 

cess the power lines when needed. 

In addition, it will take many years 

before normal growth again puts 

branches dangerously close. 

We know that homeowners are 

proud of their trees and don’t want 

to see them damaged. But a tree 

that gets too close to a power line 

can endanger both the homeowner 

and our line crews, so we need to 

address the situation. 

If you’re thinking about planting 

trees near a power line, or if you’re 

wondering whether an existing 

tree’s location is safe, contact Josh 

DeWees, Forestry Manager at 

309-647-2700. Or visit the Spoon 

River Electric website and click the 

Forestry & Line Clearance button 

for more information on SREC’s 

Forestry program and find out what 

we are doing in your area. 
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| Spoon River Mechanical Services, Inc. 
| Energy Efficiency Center Underway 

Energy efficiency is something 

we hear a lot about these days. 

As electricity rates increase due to 

the rising cost of producing power, 

becoming more efficient users of 

electricity is a great way to save 

money. 

After an extensive remodeling 

project, the Spoon River Mechani¬ 

cal Services, Inc. Energy Efficiency 

Center at 405 Vi E. Linn St. in 

Canton is open. This is a one- 

stop-shop for our members and 

other customers to learn about and 

implement energy efficient equip¬ 

ment. 

I’m excited about this oppor¬ 

tunity. Previously, our employees 

were only able to recommend to 

members how they could be more 

energy efficient. Now, we can 

be there every step of the way of 

implementing a new furnace, air 

conditioner, tankless water heater 

or other equipment that will save 

our members money. 

Great technological strides have 

been made in heating and cooling 

equipment in recent years. It used 

to he we would replace a furnace or 

air conditioner when it got old and 

stopped working. Now, replacing 

an outmoded unit can save you 

hundreds of dollars on your electric 

bill. In these economic times, I’m 

sure that sounds as good to you as 

it does to me. 

The recently passed eco¬ 

nomic stimulus bill included tax 

incentives for customers who 

have energy-efficient equipment 

installed. For example, the credit 

for getting a tankless water heater 

installed was increased from $300 

to 30 percent of the full installation 

price up to $1,500. Such credits are 

also available on geothermal equip¬ 

ment, furnaces and air condition¬ 

ers. 

I hope you’ll come by our Energy 

Efficiency Center or call us at (309) 

647-5009 to learn more about what 

we have to offer. We’re proud of 

what our employees have done 

there. 

I think helping our members and 

other customers with this service 

will provide tremendous long-term 

benefits. 

Remember, when you save 

energy, you also save money. 
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Submitted by Steve and Lila Bankert of Can¬ 
ton. The Bankerts captured this ity landscape 
of icy trees and a frozen Canton Lake near 
their home. 

Submitted by Josh Chatterton. Josh is the son of Brett and Deanna 
Chatterton of Avon. A few brave souls bundle up and venture out 
into below freezing temperatures that followed the ice storm. 

Submitted by Josh Chatter-ton. Photography is a hobby of Josh’s and he was happy to spend the icy days away from 

school to take some pictures. Here, thick icicles hang from wire fencing. 
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Member Submitted Photos 
After weathering the ice storm in December 2008, 

Spoon River Electric continues to thank members 

for their patience. Here is a collection of member-sub' 

mitted photos of the ice storm that knocked members 

out of power, some as long as four days. Officials estimat¬ 

ed that SREC’s system suffered 10 broken poles and 100 

miles of downed power lines due to the ice, broken trees 

and extreme winds. As freezing temperatures continued, 

the system experienced many more outages through the 

Christmas holiday and repairs and clean-up persisted in 

the following weeks. 



Submitted by Lydia Robert¬ 
son. Lydia took these ice storm 
pictures as part of her pho¬ 
tography class at VI. T High 
School. Here, trees and power 
lines line an icy road. 

Submitted by Lydia Robertson. 
Icicles hang from the edge of a 
bam. 
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been bom on the 21st. (Reflecting 

the political chaos of the times, a 

conservative group insisted that 

Earth Day was actually a pro- 

Communist event, because Soviet 

Union founder Vladimir Lenin also 

happened to be born April 22.) 

Nearly 20 million Americans 

participated in activities to com¬ 

memorate that first Earth Day, and 

the focus on environmental issues 

contributed to the subsequent pas¬ 

sage of the Clean Air Act and the 

establishment of the Environmen¬ 

tal Protection Agency. 

Over the years, Earth Day has 

grown, with particularly large ob¬ 

servances in 1990 and 2000. Today, 

many cities and towns observe 

the day by holding events that 

spotlight ways people can make 

Earth-friendly choices, from replac¬ 
ing incandescent light bulbs with 

high-efficiency compact fluorescent 

lamps (CFLs), to increasing aware¬ 

ness of local recycling programs. 

Electric cooperatives like ours 

have also been working to help 

consumers reduce their use 

of electricity. For example, we 

promote proper home sealing as 

a way to lower energy bills while 

enhancing comfort. 

Why would an electric coop¬ 

erative care so much about the 

environment? We live here, too, 

and we appreciate having clean 

air to breathe and clean water to 

drink. Just as important, we’re a 

non-profit membership organiza¬ 

tion that exists to serve the needs 

of members like you. Wise energy 

use and a concern for the Earth 

improve the quality of our mem¬ 

bers’ lives, now and for future 

generations. 

For practical ideas on ways to 

improve the efficiency of your 

home while reducing the demand 

for electricity, contact your local 
Energy Advisor. On Earth Day 

and every day, we’re here to pro¬ 

vide free advice when you want it, 

and help when you need it. 

It’s our home, and its land, air 

and water sustain our daily lives. 

So, every year on April 22, people 

throughout the world celebrate 

Earth Day. 

Back in the late 1960s, Ameri¬ 

cans were beginning to become 

aware of the damage pollution 

was causing to the planet’s air and 

water. After U.S. Senator Gaylord 

Nelson of Wisconsin witnessed the 

damage caused by an oil spill off 

the California coast, he called for 

a day that would focus the nation’s 

attention on the importance of the 

environment. 4219B4-530A 

The first Earth Day took place 

on April 22, 1970. April 22 was 

chosen because it was the birthday 

of Julius Sterling Morton, who 

founded Arbor Day. In addi¬ 

tion, the organizers believed that 

naturalist John Muir had been 

born on that day, although they 

later learned Muir had actually 

Office Closing 
We will be closed Friday, April 10, in observance of Good Friday 
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Be prepared for spring storms 

William R. 

Dodds 

President/CEO 

In this issue... 

SRMS showroom 

complete 16b 

First thing to do if power 

should go out 16c 

Let nature heat and cool 
your home  16d 

pring’s arrival brings the 
warmer temperatures we’re 

all ready for. But it also brings 
high winds and storms that can 

leave our members in the dark. 
When the lights go out at 

vour house, what should you 

do? First, it’s important to check 
your meter. Look for numbers 

on the front of it. If you see 

numbers, check the breakers and 

fuses in vour home. Sometimes 
fixing the problem can be this 

simple. 

But if you don’t see numbers 
on the front of vour meter, call 

us at 647-2700. We have people 
answering our phones 24 hours 

a dav and it would help the 
person you talk to if you know 

vour location number, which is 
also the account number found 
on vour bill. The person you 
talk to may go through a series 
of questions, such as whether 
you can see lights at neighbor¬ 
ing homes. These questions are 

not intended to challenge you in 

any way, but to help us gather 

information about the problem. 

If it turns out the issue was on 

the member’s side of the meter, 

we have to charge for the cost 

of the responding lineman. We 

don’t want that to happen if we 

can talk the member through the 

problem over the phone. 

We take outages very seri¬ 

ously here and want to take care 

of them immediately. I know 
how frustrating it is when vour 
power is out, and vour patience 

is always appreciated. 
For those who don’t want to 

worry about power outages, we 
now sell Generac whole-home 
generators at Spoon River Me¬ 

chanical Services. We are explor¬ 
ing a program to offer incentives 
to members who would be will¬ 
ing to use their generators during 

peak usage times here, which 

saves everyone money. 

As an electric cooperative, 

we know power outages will hap¬ 

pen at Mother Nature’s whim. 

Our goal is to respond to them 

as quickly and effectively as pos¬ 

sible to minimize impact to our 

members. If you ever want to 

provide feedback on our response 

to an outage, please feel free to 

call me at 647-2700. 
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Spoon River Mechanical Services 
showroom complete 

The renovation of the Spoon River Mechanical 
Services Energy Efficiencv Center is complete! 

Come see this 1,200 square-foot showcase of the 
latest in heating, cooling, geothermal and other 

energy-efficient equipment. Let us show you how 
tax credits can help you save big on new heating and 
cooling equipment. For more information, call (309) 
647-3450. 

A Spoon River Mechanical Director of Billing 
a)id Accounting Jane Wages and Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative Director of Forestiy Josh 
DeWees review business policies in the showroom 
recently. 

Spoon River Mechanical Customer Sendee ► 
Representative Robin Ewalt and Vice President 
of Operations Rod Lynch discuss new equipment 
on display in the showroom. 

A The employees of Spoon River Mechanical Sendees stand in the newly renovated Energy Efficiency Center 
recently. The business, at 405 V2 E. Linn St. in Canton, is a one-stop-shop for energy-efficient equipment sales 
and sendee. 
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First thing to do if power should go out 
When a member’s power goes out, 

one of the first things we ask them 
to do is to check their breakers or fuses 
to make sure they are OK. By doing this, 
it can be determined if the problem is on 
the member’s side of the meter (and their 
responsibility to take care of it) or on 
Spoon River Electric’s side (our responsi¬ 
bility). If the problem is on Spoon River 
Electric’s side, call our office to report the 
outage, and we will come out and take 
care of it. 

Thanks to our new AMR digital 
meters, there is a new and easier way to 
determine where the problem may be. 
If power should go out, just go out to 
the meter and see if the digital display is 
there. If there is a display, that indicates 
that the problem is probablv on the mem¬ 
ber’s side of the meter. Then check the 
breakers under the meter or the breakers 
or fuses in the house or building. 

However, if there is NO display the 
problem is Spoon River Electric’s so we 
will come out and take care of it. 

Check here for a display. 
If there is a display, 

check your breakers and 
fuses. 

Y NO DISPLAY? 
Hi Call Spoon River Electric! 
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BRIGHT IDEA 

If you’re looking for a more affordable way 

to heat and cool your home, you might give 

nature a chance - with a little help from a 
geothermal system. 

You see, just a few feet under your yard, 

the temperature stays very steady all year 
long - right around 55 degrees. Geothermal 

systems take advantage of that ground tem¬ 

perature by using underground pipes and an 

environmentallv friendly liquid to transfer 

heat between your home and yard. It’s an ef¬ 

ficient, durable approach that eliminates the 

need for a separate furnace and air condition¬ 
er. 

During the wintertime, the geothermal 

system circulates its liquid through your 

pipes, soaking up the warmer underground 
temperatures and transferring them to your 
home’s ductwork through a heat exchanger 
and electric air handler. 

When summer gets hot, the system 
reverses the processes and takes heat out 

of your home’s air and transfers it into the 
ground, where it dissipates with no effect on 
plants or animals. As the cooler liquid re¬ 

turns to your house, the heat exchanger and 

air handler repeat the process, lowering your 

home’s temperature. Best of all, you don’t 

have to put up with noisy equipment in your 

yard. 

While geothermal systems can keep you 

every bit as comfortable as more familiar 
heating and cooling methods, they’re several 

times more efficient than equipment like 

gas furnaces. In addition, they allow you to 

take advantage of the limitless resource of 

the ground’s natural temperature. So even 
though it may cost more to install a geother¬ 

mal system, they typically pay for themselves 
through energy savings in just five to 10 

years, and keep saving you money for years 

after that! 
Higher efficiency means you’ll use less 

energy, which is good for the environment, 
too. Plus, because they do not produce heat 
through combustion, geothermal systems do 

not produce dangerous gases such as carbon 

monoxide. They provide safe, clean heating 

and cooling for your family. There are few 
moving parts, so geothermal systems are more 

reliable and last longer than furnaces. Some 

systems can even use excess heat from the 
compressor to warm your home’s hot water 
tank. During the summer, they can generate 
enough heat to meet many homes’ hot water 

needs, and can cut wintertime water heating 
costs by as much as half. 

Wondering whether a geothermal system 

might be the best choice for your home, or 
thinking about building one into your next 

home? Call Spoon River Mechanical Services 

at (309) 647-3450 for more information or a 

free estimate. Recently created tax incentives 

will allow you to get a tax credit for 30 per¬ 

cent of the cost, including installation, with 

no limit on the total credit! 
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Understanding Carbon Cap and Trade 

isident's Report 

'iiliam R. Dodd 
Presiden/CEO 

.ontents 
ings from 

 You may have heard about 

jg In Prius Visits proposed Waxman-Markey 
|ioon River p3 carbon cap and trade legisla- 

jdents attend tion in the news recently. What 
|uth Day p4 the politicians who support this 

program don’t tell you is that it’s 

basically a national tax on en¬ 

ergy. And rural America will be 

hit hardest by it. 

I want you to understand 

what carbon cap and trade is and 

why electric cooperatives think 

there are better ways to reduce 

emissions and protect our envi¬ 

ronment. 

Under a carbon cap and 

trade program, the government 

would set a limit, or cap, on car¬ 

bon emissions. Utilities and com¬ 

panies would be issued permits 

allowing for a certain amount 

of emissions. If they exceeded 

Under a carbon cap 

and trade program, 

the government would 

set a limit, or cap, on 

carbon emissions. 

that amount, they would have to 

purchase credits from companies 

with fewer emissions. 

According to a recent study 

by the Coalition for Affordable 

Energy, this legislation would 

lead to the loss of more than 

3 million jobs by 2030 and it 

would cost the average American 

household $2,100. 

Estimates of how much elec¬ 

tric rates would increase under 

cap and trade vary widely, from 

as little as 15 percent to as much 

as 125 percent. Whatever the 

true figure is, everyone agrees 

rates will go up. Many Ameri¬ 

cans are already struggling to 

make ends meet and can’t afford 

to pay more. 

Ultimately, I don’t think 

the best way to handle issues like 

climate change and emissions 

is to throw tax money at them. 

The government should instead 

invest money in research and 

development of alternative en¬ 

ergy and cleaner ways to use the 

energy sources we already have. 

At publication time, the 

Waxman-Markey cap and trade 

bill is still being debated. This 

is the time to tell our lawmakers 

that we don’t support an energy 

tax. You recently received an 

“Our Energy, Our Future” card in 

your bill. If you didn’t sign and 

send it, please call Spoon River 

Electric Cooperative at (309) 

647-2700 to find out how you 

can make your voice heard on 

this important issue. 
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Big Savings Result from Little Lights 
There are any number of things 

you can do to your home that will 

reduce the amount of electricity you 

use, but many of them may seem 

like a lot of work, or require that 

you make a sizable investment today 

to continue to receive savings over 

the coming years. 

Fortunately, one of the easiest 

energy-saving steps is as simple as 

changing a light bulb. By replac¬ 

ing traditional incandescent bulbs 

in your home’s light fixtures with 

today’s compact fluorescent lamps 

(CFLs), you can rack up surprisingly 

big savings. 

How big? If you replace only 

the bulbs in your home’s five most 

frequently used light fixtures, you 

can expect to save more than $60 

a year in energy costs alone. In 

addition, because CFLs last up to 

10 times longer than standard in¬ 

candescent light bulbs, you’ll save 

money by replacing them less often. 

Over the life of each bulb, the sav¬ 

ings total up to $25. 

If you think that’s impressive, 

consider this: if every U.S. house¬ 

hold replaced just one incandescent 

light bulb with a higher-etficiency 

compact fluorescent bulb, our na¬ 

tion would eliminate more 

than 35 billion pounds of 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

That’s the environmental 

equivalent of taking a mil¬ 

lion cars off the road - all 

by changing light bulbs. 

Ordinary incandes¬ 

cent bulbs work by heating a 

thin wire called a filament 

until it glows. CFLs, 

on the other hand, are 

small fluorescent lights 

that use a gas-filled tube 

and a built-in device 

known as a ballast. When 

electricity flows through the 

ballast, the gas in the tube 

creates ultraviolet light that 

makes a white phosphor coat¬ 

ing in the tube glow. 

CFLs produce the same light 

output as incandescent bulbs while 

using only about a quarter of the en¬ 

ergy. Another advantage is that they 

produce 90 percent less heat than in¬ 

candescent bulbs. They’re available 

for both indoor and outdoor use, in a 

wide array of sizes and shapes. 

The best way to choose the 

right CFL is to check the lumen 
(light output) rating on a package 

of incandescent bulbs, 

and then choose 

a CFL with a 

similar rating. If 

you’re replacing 

a 75-watt incan¬ 

descent bulb, they 

usually produce 

about 1,100 lumens. 

So when you shop for a 

CFL, look for one that 

also produces around 

1,100 lumens. The 

wattage will be signifi¬ 

cantly lower, but you’ll 

get the same amount of 

light. 

While CFLs are safe, they 

do contain small amounts of 

mercury, so it’s important to 

dispose of them properly. Seal the 

lamp in a plastic bag and dispose of 

it through your local household haz¬ 

ardous waste site. You can find more 

information at www.earth911.org. 

To learn more about CFLs and 

other ways you can reduce your en¬ 

ergy use, talk to our Energy Advisor, 

who can provide free advice when 

you want it, and help when you 

need it. 

Fatts about CFLs 
• Switching from incandescent lights to CFLs can save a tremendous amount of energy. 

• They produce the same amount of light as incandescents using 25 percent of the energy. 

• They generate 90 percent less heat. 

• Most households spend more to power lights than to run their refrigerators. 

• Replacing five bulbs with CFLs can lower your electric bill by $60 a year. 

• They last longer, so over the life of each bulb, your savings will total up to about $25. 

• If every U.S. household switched one bulb to a CFL, we’d eliminate more than 35 billion pounds of 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Choose the right CFL by matching the lumen rating of the incandescent bulb you’re replacing. 

• CFLs do contain small amounts of mercury, so it’s important to dispose of them properly. 

• Our Energy Advisor can explain more about CFLs and show you other ways to save energy. 
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Rick Policy, Manager of Field Services for the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, talks with Bill Dodds, President 

and CEO of Spoon River Electric Cooperative and others, about the Prius. The Cooperative Research Network (CRN), 

an arm of Arlington, Va.-based National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), has been conducting a project 

involving these cars, called plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs), for the past two years. One of some 10 cars in in the 

experiment is owned by the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) in Springfield. The Toyota Prius had a new 

lithium ion battery pack added in October 2008, which was funded by Prairie Power, Inc., a generation and transmission 

(G&T) cooperative serving 11 distribution co-ops in Illinois and headquartered in Jacksonville. 
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Memorial Day signals the end of winter 

and the beginning of summer. Keep electric 

safety in mind as you prepare your pool for 

all the joys of summer, so you’ll be around 

to enjoy a refreshing dip in the pool. 

■ Check above the pool area for power lines 
before you begin cleaning, and keep the long 
metal pole of your pool broom or vacuum as 
low as possible away from power lines. 

■ Keep electric appliances away from pool or hot 
tub area. 

■ Don’t unplug pool biters with wet hands. 

For more information about pool electric safety 
contact your local Touchstone Energy cooperative. 
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14 Students Attend Youth Day 

Row 1 from left are: Weston Chenoweth of Canton, Stephanie Johnson of Farmington, Morgan Barden of Fairview, 
Chelsea Burgard oflpava, Jacob Crosetto of Astoria and Rep. Rich Myers. 

Row 2 from left are: Kelsey Banner of Canton, Clay Crouse oflpava, Nathan Davis of Lewistown and Taylor Brooks 
of Cuba. 

Row 3 from left are: Billy Mustread of Smithfield, Dalton Kolves of Astoria, Chris Adolphson of Knoxville and Evan 
Davis of Fairview. 

Representative Rich Myers 
met with 14 students representing 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
during the Illinois Electric and 
Telephone Cooperatives Youth Day 
on Wednesday, April 1, in Spring- 
field. Students had an opportunity 
to view state government in action 
and tour the State Capitol, Illinois 
Supreme Court, Old State Capitol 
and the Abraham Lincoln Presiden¬ 
tial Museum. 

The day was sponsored by the Il¬ 
linois electric and telephone co-ops 
and is designed to introduce young 
rural leaders to state government. 

Spoon River Electric Coop¬ 
erative is a member of Touchstone 
Energy — an alliance of more than 
670 local, consumer-owned electric 
utilities around the country. Spoon 
River Electric is committed to 
providing superior service based on 
four core principles: integrity, ac¬ 

countability, innovation and com¬ 
mitment to community. The co-op 
serves more than 4,884 members 
over 1,243 miles of line in parts of 
Fulton, Knox, McDonough, Peoria 
and Schuyler counties. For more 
information visit www.srecoop.org. 

Mid Century Telephone Co¬ 
operative serves members in Fulton, 
Henry, Knox, McDonough, Peoria 
and Stark counties. For more infor¬ 
mation visit www.midcentury.com. 
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Discounts Available With 
Co-op Connections Card 
In this economy, we’re all look- 

ing for ways to save money. 
I want to remind you about a 
program you can use to save on 
prescriptions, meals at local res¬ 
taurants, and even hotel stays. 
These are just a few of more than 
100 local and national discounts 
available to Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative members with the 
Co-op Connections card. 

It’s been three years since we 
launched this free program, but 
recently new discounts have 
been added. You can take ad¬ 
vantage of the discounts just hy 
having a card, which you can get 
free from our office. 

To look up the local and 
national discounts you can 
get with the card, go to www. 
srecoop.org. If you don’t have 
Internet access, call us at (309) 
647-2700 and we will mail you a 
list of available discounts. 

Here is a sampling of offers 
available to Connections card¬ 
holders: 
• $300 off closing costs on mort¬ 

gages at Bank of Farmington 
• $3 off oil changes at Davis 

Buick Pontiac CMC in Canton 
• 20 percent off any item over 

$25 at CJ Flowers and more in 
Canton 
Now you can “clip” coupons 

at the Connections website. Just 
click on the “coupons” icon on 
the left side of the screen. You’ll 

Co-op Connections® Card 

SPOON RIVER 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

be directed to coupons for name 
brand groceries, magazines and 
other items. Add the coupons 
you want to your cart and print 
them all when you’re done. Cou¬ 
pons are updated regularly, so 
check back often for new ones. 

Another new program with 
substantial discounts is called 
Healthy Savings. This is not 
insurance, nor does it replace 
insurance, but it can save money 
on dental, vision and hearing 
services. You can save up to 60 
percent on eyeglasses and con¬ 
tacts, 15-50 percent on dental 
cleanings and 15 percent on Bel- 
tone hearing aids. 

Several local providers are 
included in the Healthy Savings 
program, and you can see a list of 
them at the Connections area of 

www.srecoop.org. 
Unlike the Connections card, 

there is a charge for a Healthy 
Savings card. It costs $4-25 
monthly or $50 annually. It is a 
separate card that will be mailed 
to you if you sign up. 

To get your tree Connections 
card or key fob, call us at (309) 
647-2700. These programs are 
in place for you, our members. 
If you need more information 
or help navigating the website, 
don’t hesitate to call us. We’re 
here to help. 

Share your savings! 
We want to hear about the savings 

you get with your Co-op Connec¬ 
tions card. Tell us about it by e- 
mailing Brenda Rothert at brothert® 
srecoop.org or by calling (309) 647- 
2700. You may see your story in our 
publications or on our website. 
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A cheeseburger, fries and 
slice of homemade pie 
await a hungry customer at 
American Qrille in Canton. 
Save 10 percent off a meal 
at the restaurant with your 
Co'Op Connections card. 

American Grille 
You can get your fill of hot coffee, 

fresh homemade food and friend¬ 
ly service at American Grille, at 730 
S. Fifth Ave. in Canton. And as a 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
member, you can save 10 percent on 
a meal at the popular restaurant with 
your Co-op Connections card. 

Owner Kim Newburn opens her 
restaurant doors early every morn¬ 
ing to accommodate her regulars - 
at 4 a.m. 

“We have people waiting for us in 
the parking lot when we get here,’’ 
she said. “We have a very strong 
regular customer base.” 

Breakfast offerings include om¬ 
elettes, pancakes and skillet specials. 
A popular choice is the “American 
skillet”, with hash browns, sausage 
patties, eggs and toast - all covered 
with homemade gravy. 

Customers can get breakfast all 
day, but lunch and dinner menu 
items are just as tempting. Beef and 
noodles, fried chicken and bluegill 
filets are just a few of the choices. 

“Everything here is homemade,” 
Newburn said. “We try not to buy 
anything premade.” 

And the pies are no exception. 
Newburn bakes fresh ones most days, 
in flavors like cherry berry, key lime, 
mincemeat and chocolate mint chip. 
If your favorite isn’t on the list, just 
mention it to Newburn, whose prior¬ 
ity is customer satisfaction. 

“If I have a request for it, I will 
make it,” she said. 

American Grille has 15 employ¬ 
ees, most who work full time to 

serve customers until the res¬ 
taurant closes its doors nightly 
at 8 p.m. 

Joe and Barb Covey of Can 
ton eat at American Grille 
every day. 

“They have good service,” 
Barb Covey said. “And the 
food is delicious.” 

Newburn said she hopes 
those who try American 
Grille for the first time will 
become regulars at the restau¬ 
rant, which has been around 
for more than 30 years, ten at 
its present location. 

“It’s always been the same 
core business,” she said. “We 
try to be open and invit¬ 
ing to everyone who comes 
through the door.” 

lWi! 
Mi 

American Grille 
Location: 730 S. Fifth Ave., Canton 
Hours: 4 a.m.-8 p.m. daily 
Offerings: Breakfast all day and specials for 
lunch and dinner 
Co-op Connections offer: Save 10 percent 
on a meal with card 

CASUAL DINING 
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Cooperative Healthy 
Savings Card 

Now you can save on dental, vi¬ 

sion and hearing costs with a 

Cooperative Healthy Savings card. 

This is different card than the free 

Co-op Connections card. The 

Healthy Savings card costs $4-25 

monthly or $50 annually. You can 

sign up by going to www.srecoop.org 

and clicking on the Co-op Connec¬ 

tions card, and then on the Healthy 

Savings icon. If you need help sign¬ 

ing up or want more information, 

call Spoon River Electric Coopera¬ 

tive at (309) 647-2700. This card 

is not insurance and does not take 

the place of insurance, hut it can 

save you money on dental care, 

eyeglasses and contacts, hearing aids 

and even laser eye surgery at partici¬ 

pating area providers. 

20 for 10 at 

Spoon River 

Propane 

Get your 20-lb. propane 

cylinder filled for just $10 

this summer at Spoon Riv¬ 

er Propane. The cost in¬ 

cludes an OPD valve. Stop 

by our office at 24005 

N. II. Hwy 78 in Canton 

Monday through Friday 

between 8 a.m. and 4:30 

p.m. to learn more or get 

your tank filled. 

SREC Upgrades Your Lines 
SREC line foreman Mike Coffey 

prepares to transfer wire from an 
old three-phase line to a new 
pole on a Leesburg farm. SREC 
linemen have changed out more 
than 100 poles since November 
in an effort to prevent problems 
with old poles. "It's a proactive 
approach to our maintenance 
program," said SREC Manager 
of Operations Frank Romane. The 
program is designed to increase 
reliability and improve safety. 
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ATTENTION 2009-2010 
SENIORS! 

H 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative is Awarding Two $500 Scholarships to 

High School Seniors 

.igh school students who are seniors during the 2009-2010 school year, and the son or daughter of a Spoon 
River Electric member, are eligible to apply for a $500 Scholastic Scholarship or a $500 Honorary Scholarship, 
awarded by the cooperative at this year’s Annual Meeting held on September 3, 2009. 

Fill out the form at the bottom of the page and send to the cooperative before August 24, 2009, to partici¬ 
pate. Please see official rules and descriptions of scholarships below. 

OFFICIAL RULES 
-Applying students and their parent/legal guardian must be present at the Annual Meeting September 3, 2009, to win. 

-Students must be a son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric Cooperative Member. 
-Students must be a high school senior during the 2009/2010 school year and begin college undergraduate studies in the 2010/201 1 school year. 
-Students must plan on attending a two-year or four-year accredited college or university, including vocational/technical schools. 
-Scholarship winners must be full-time students (at least 12 hours) during the 2010-201 1 academic year. 
-Scholarships are for one year and non-renewable. 

SCHOLASTIC SCHOLARSHIP 
-The Scholastic Scholarship will be awarded based on an application detailing GPA, college entrance test scores, work and volunteer experience, partici 
tion in school and community activities, and a biographical statement. 
-Five semi-finalists will be chosen from the scholastic application forms received. 
-Semi-finalists will be notified by mail with a time and place for a personal interview. 
-Those not chosen as semi-finalists for the Scholastic Scholarship will be automatically placed in the Honorary Scholarship drawing. 

HONORARY SCHOLARSHIP 
-The Honorary Scholarship will be awarded by a drawing as students are recognized at the Annual Meeting. 
-All applicants are eligible for the Honorary Scholarship drawing except the Scholastic Scholarship winner. 

Name of Student  

Address of Student  

Name of Parent/Guardian   

Telephone Number  

Scholarship Applying For: Scholastic* 

Scholarship Participation 
  Request 

Return To: Brenda Rothert 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

P0 Box 340 
Canton, II 61520 

  Honorary  647-2700 

*Those applying for the Scholastic Scholarship will receive an additional form in the mail regarding scholastic achievement. 
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We're Always Working to Keep Your Power On 
Thanks for your patience as 

we have worked to restore power 

recently after heavy summer 

storms. One storm was so severe 

it left around 3,400 members - 

nearly 70 percent of our total 

membership - in the dark. 

When our automated meter 

reading system alerts us that a 

member’s power is out, our em- 

ployees respond very quickly. 

We immediately call line repair 

crews, assess the total number of 

outages, and if needed, call in all 

employees to support field work- 

ers and provide customer service 

until all power is restored. 

Our linemen and line clear¬ 

ance crews work hard repairing 

downed lines and poles during 

storms, and I’m proud of their 

dedication to our members. It 

means a lot to them when mem¬ 

bers voice their appreciation. 

The employees who work in our 

office during storms are also dedi¬ 

cated to member service. 

When the power goes out, 

some members call to let us 

know. Others figure we already 

know and they just wait for the 

problem to be fixed. 1 want you 

to know that you can always 

call us at (309) 647-2700 if your 

power goes out. We may not 

know how long it will take for 

the repair work, but we will pass 

on any details we do have. 

When we have thousands of 

members out, you may wonder 

what system we use to do repair 

work. After assessing all the 

damages, we focus on restoring 

power to as many members as 

possible. In other words, if we 

have 300 members out in one 

area and 15 in another, every¬ 

one’s power will be restored, but 

we will prioritize the group of 

300 first. 

Some members have re¬ 

quested that we prioritize their 

homes because they have medi¬ 

cal needs and power outages cre¬ 

ate a hardship for them. We do 

try to restore power to those 

homes as quickly as we can, 

though we can never guarantee 

how long it will take. We are 

currently looking at our list of 

members who have requested 

priority treatment for medical 

reasons and are updating it and 

checking for verification of need. 

Electricity is something we 

all rely on, and we strive to pro¬ 

vide quality service and minimize 

outages. But when severe storms 

bring high winds and heavy rain 

to our area, the damages can lead 

to outages. We can’t eliminate 

outages, but we can continue to 

respond to them and complete 

repair work as quickly as possible. 

Students Meet Senator Burris in Washington 
Evan Davis of Avon and 

Kelsey Bunner of Canton rep¬ 

resented Spoon River Electric 

Cooperative in Washington, 

D.C., during the annual “Youth 

to Washington” Tour, June 12- 

19. This event, sponsored by the 

electric and telephone coopera¬ 

tives of Illinois, began 50 years 

ago to introduce rural youths to 

our democratic form of govern¬ 

ment and cooperatives. 

The students met with 

Senator Roland Burris and were 

among 65 rural Illinois youth 

leaders selected for the trip. The 

Illinois students joined 1,532 

young leaders from across the 

country. In addition to the Capi¬ 

tol, they also visited Arlington 

National Cemetery, the Wash¬ 

ington National Cathedral, sev¬ 

eral Smithsonian Museums, the 

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu¬ 

seum, the World War II Memo¬ 

rial, the Royal Embassy of Saudi 

Arabia, the National Archives, 

the Newseum and a number of 

other historical sites. 

i i i i |, i I-t. 

IIII, 
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From left are Davis, Burris and 

Bunner. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • August 2009 



Connect up with Scrapbook Dreams 

20 for 10 at Spoon River Propane 
Get your 20-lb. propane 

cylinder filled for just $10 
this summer at Spoon River 
Propane. Stop by our office at 
24005 N. II. Hwy 78 in Canton 
Monday through Friday be¬ 
tween 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
to learn more or get your 
tank filled. 

New Co-op Connections card offers: 
• Legacy Christian Book Store, Canton - Ten 

percent off one item per visit. 
• Canton NAPA - Ten percent off air or oil 

filter with purchase of both. 
• Spoon River Mechanical Services, Canton 

- $25 off purchase and installation of a 
Generac whole-house backup generator. 

• Scrapbook Dreams, Canton - Save $5 off 
your order of $20 or more. 

• * To get your free Co-op Connections card 
for discounts at more than 100 local and 
national businesses, come by our office 
at 930 S. Fifth Ave., Canton or call (309) 
647-2700. 

Scrapbook Dreams 
Location: 
71 E. Side Square, Canton 

Hours: 
Tues.-Thurs. 10 a.m.'6 p.m., Fri. 10 

a.m.'Sp.m., Sat. 10 a.m.'5p.m. 

Offerings: 
Scrapbooking supplies, rubber 

stamps, laser die-cuts 

On the web: 
www.scrapbook-dreams.com 

Co-op Connections offer: 
Save $5 on your order of $20 or more 

Anyone who has always wanted 

to learn scrapbooking will find a 

downtown Canton business is a 

dream come true. 

Scrapbook Dreams, at 71 E. 

Side Square in Canton, boasts a 

wide selection of scrapbooking 

supplies such as stickers, stamps, 

die-cuts and hundreds of shades of 

paper. The business also has staffers 

who teach the art of scrapbooking 

to customers. 

Owners Jeff and Cathy Hauk 

only ask that customers who want 

to spend a few hours or a day scrap- 

booking at the store spend at least 

$5 on supplies. Large tables in the 

back of the store are stocked with 

scissors, tape and other supplies. 

The Hauks have been known 

to cook for regular customers who 

are still scrapbooking at dinnertime. 

“We have great customers,” 

Cathy Hauk said, and the base of 

regulars keeps growing. Those who 

can’t make it to the store can order 

online at www.scrapbook-dreams. 

com, as customers from as far away 

as Japan and Australia often do. 

Scrapbook Dreams has created 

products to supply local sports teams 

with personalized merchandise. 

“We do a huge business with 

school mascots,” Cathy Hauk said. 

The business also sells plaques 

and bridal glasses. Employees can 

cut fabric, mount photos, create 

banners and even etch wood. 

Work Crews 
on the lob 
Spoon River Electric Coop¬ 
erative Line Clearance crews 
may be in your area soon 
applying herbicide to brush. 
The work will be done in 
areas where the crews have 
trimmed trees recently. If you 
have questions, please con¬ 
tact Josh DeWees, Manager 
of Line Clearance, at (309) 
647-2700. 
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A recent storm in the 
DeLong area damaged 
a lot of trees and power 
lines and left members 
there without power. 
Crews from Spoon River 
Electric and other co-ops 
spent many hours on 
cleanup work. 

Keeping food supplies safe during outages 
The Centers for Disease Con- 

trol and Prevention offers the fol¬ 
lowing advice on food safety during 
a power outage: 

If the power is out for less than 
2 hours, then the food in your re¬ 
frigerator and freezer will he safe to 
consume. While the power is out, 
keep the refrigerator and freezer 
doors closed as much as possible to 
keep food cold for longer. 

If the power is out for longer than 
2 hours, follow the guidelines be¬ 
low: 

• For the Freezer section: A freez¬ 
er that is half full wall hold food 
safely for up to 24 hours. A full 
freezer will hold food safely 
for 48 hours. Do not open the 
freezer door if you can avoid it. 

• For the Refrigerated section: 
Pack milk, other dairy products, 

meat, fish, eggs, gravy, and 
spoilable leftovers into a cooler 
surrounded by ice. Inexpensive 
Styrofoam coolers are fine for 
this purpose. 

• Use a food thermometer to 
check the temperature of your 
food right before you cook or 
eat it. Throw away any food 
that has a temperature of more 
than 40 degrees Fahrenheit. 
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life is better with power. 

PIE \ s 

24/7 
AUTOMATIC 
POWER PROTECTION 

residential standby generators 

As an authorized Generac 
dealer, see us for your 
automatic standby power 
needs: sales, parts and service. 

GUARDIAN 
by Generac Power Systems, Inc. 

^>0011 River 

MECHANICAL 
Services Inc. 

405 1/2 E Linn | Canton, IL | 647-3450 

www.sfecoop.org 
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We need your help. As Con¬ 

gress debates climate change this 

fall, our voices must drown out 

special interests and businesses 

interested in turning a profit. 

We’ve got to send Congress a 

reality check. 

Since early this year, Congress 

has considered a cap-and-trade 

system to address climate change 

concerns. This system focuses 

on reducing carbon dioxide 

emissions from power plants, 

vehicles, and factories — essen¬ 

tially, impacting all sectors of the 

economy. As Congress acts on 

climate change they will be di¬ 

rectly responsible for raising our 
electric bills. But by how much? 

Electric co-ops like ours feel 

it’s important for Congress to 

keep three things in mind re¬ 

garding climate change. We 

know rates will go up as a result 

of any action Congress takes, 

but any bill should be fair, taking 

into account regional differences 

in how electricity is produced. 

Some states have more low-car¬ 

bon resources (such as wind or 

hydro) available than others, but 

we’re all in this boat together. 

One part of the country should 

not benefit at another’s expense. 

Next, we’ve got to keep electric¬ 

ity affordable for all Americans. 

We already have members in 

Illinois who barely manage to 

pay their monthly electric bills, 

or must choose between paying 

for medications and keeping the 

lights on. Even a small increase 

will be a hardship beyond mea¬ 

sure for these folks. 

Finally, the goals Congress 

sets must be achievable. Climate 

change policy must he realistic 

and in sync with technology to 

ensure long-term success. Other¬ 

wise we’re doomed to fail. 

Spoon River Electric Coopera¬ 

tive and others across the nation 

have been working hard to make 

sure these concerns are raised — 

and we need your help. 

More than 377,000 co-op 

members like you across the na¬ 

tion have joined the Our Energy, 

Our Future™ grassroots cam¬ 

paign, demanding that elected 

officials keep consumer interests 

in mind. Their voices had a 

major impact this summer, as 

the U.S. House passed a climate 

change bill that included more 

than $3 billion in rate relief for 

co-op consumers from initial 

proposals. Still, that bill fell far 

short of being fair to consumers. 

The climate change debate now 

moves to the U.S. Senate. We 

have an opportunity there to 

make more improvements — and 

you can impact the outcome. 

Your senators as well as mem¬ 

bers of the U.S. House need a 

reality check from you, their 

constituents. Visit www.ourener- 

gy.coop today to send a message 

about the need for fair, afford¬ 

able, and achievable climate 

change legislation. 
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Linemen for Spoon River Electric Cooperative train together on how to use the 
"BuckSqueeze" safety harness when climbing. The harness helps prevent injuries 
by protecting linemen from falling from the tops of poles to the ground. 
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In a column that will appear 

periodically, Spoon River Electric 

Cooperative Manager of Operations 

Frank Romane will answer com- 

monly asked questions about service, 

maintenance and other issues. It you 

have a question for him, email it to 

fromane@srecoop.org and you may 

see it in a future column. 

What should I do if I see a pow¬ 
er line down? 

Never touch a downed power 

line or anything that is in contact 

with it. If you are inside a vehicle 

that is in contact with a downed 

line, stay inside it and warn others 

to stay away. If you must get out of 

the vehicle because of fire or other 

danger, jump out so that your feet 

don’t touch the vehicle and the 

ground at the same time. Don’t 

run away - hop, keeping your feet 

together. If you separate your feet, it 

can create two contact points with 

the ground and can cause you to get 

shocked if the ground is energized 

by a fallen wire. 

Why do my lights sometimes 
blink? 

Usually blinking lights are actu¬ 

ally a signal that our equipment is 

working properly. The blinking is 

caused by momentary interruptions 

of power on lines. The interruption 

is most often caused by a foreign 

object, such as a small animal or 

tree branch, making contact with 

an energized power line. Spoon 

River Electric has equipment to 

identify these short circuits. Devices 

open and close, blocking the flow 

of power momentarily when open. 

They are used for safety and actu¬ 

ally prevent lengthy outages. If you 

have concerns about lights blinking 

often, call our office and we can 

check into it for you. 

How does Automated Meter 
Reading work? 

There is a lot of technology in¬ 

volved in this system, but an easy 

way to describe it is that we have in¬ 

stalled equipment that can send data 

back to our office about your power 

usage. The readings are very precise 

and allow Cooperative employees 

quick and easy access to meter in¬ 

formation. This also eliminates the 

need for a person to read your meter, 

making our Cooperative more ef¬ 

ficient and allowing employees more 

time to focus on other work. 

If you have a question for Frank, email it to fromane@srecoop.org. 
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life is better with power. 

residential standby generators 

AUTOMATIC 
POWER PROTECTION 

As an authorized Generac 
dealer, see us for your 
automatic standby power 
needs: sales, parts and service. 

GUARDIAN 
by Generac Power Systems, Inc. 

405 1/2 E Linn | Canton, IL | 647-3450 

www.srecoop.org 
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Spoon River Electric Coop- 
erative was founded when 

rural residents handed togeth- 
er to improve their quality of 
life. Individually, those people 
couldn’t have electrified their 
homes and farms. But to¬ 
gether, they created something 
that still stands strong after 
more than 70 years. 

Our cooperative is a Touch¬ 
stone Energy Cooperative, which 
means we are one of nearly 700 
cooperatives working together 
on development of programs 
and tools to help members na¬ 
tionwide. I’m pleased about the 
launch of the newest program 
created by Touchstone: Together 
We Save. It embodies our core 
belief that together, we can do 
great things. 

You can access this program by 
logging on to www.togetherwe- 
save.com. This is an interactive 
website that allows you to find 
out how much you can save by 
using energy more efficiently. 
For example, unplug a gaming 
console when it isn’t being used 
and save $117.34 a year. Upgrade 
an older refrigerator to an Energy 
Star certified one and save $100 
a year. 

Some of the ideas you’ll see 
at togetherwesave.com are easy 
and free. With just a few small 
changes, you’ll start to see big 
savings every year on your energy 
costs. You’ll also be able to cal¬ 
culate the payback of upgrades 
like insulation and watch how-to 
videos on energy efficiency. 

A PM‘catio„ 
er Electric Cooperative • Canton, IL • w/iM.stetooP- 

Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives 

T0GETHERWESAVE.C0M 

Just like the founders of this 
cooperative worked together to 
bring electricity to our area, we 

must continue working together 
on solutions for energy supply 
and efficiency. 

If you have any questions 
about Together We Save, just 

call us at (309) 647-2700. We’re 
proud of this program and want 
to help our members use it. 
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Spoon River Electric Cooperative Linemen 
Colton Edsall, Ed Harper and Kolby 
Batterton handed out energy-efficient dryer 
vents to members at the annual meeting. 
The vents, which were the gift for meeting 
attendees, save energy by blocking drafts. 

The Lewistown Tube Band entertained Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative members at the annual meeting 
Sept. 3. 

Don and Emily Shaw received a $50 bill credit from 
SREC President/CEO Bill Dodds at the annual meeting 
Sept. 3. The Shows have been married for 69 years, 
which was closest to the 70 year mark Dodds offered 
the prize for. 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
member C. Elizabeth Webb signs in 
at the annual meeting Sept. 3 at 
Canton High School. 
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SREC Improving Service 
With a Second-Shift 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative Journeyman Lineman Kolby Batterton will soon 
respond to member calls from his Astoria home. Batterton is an Astoria native who 
already knows many members in the area. 

Spoon River Electric Coopera¬ 
tive is improving customer ser¬ 

vice with a second-shift lineman 
and a lineman who will work out 
of his Astoria home. 

“Often members realize there 
is a problem with their power as 
soon as they return home from 
work in the evening,” said SREC 
President and CEO Bill Dodds. 
“Now we have someone who can 
respond immediately - it’s not a 
special call-out.” 

Dodds said having a line¬ 
man available on second shift 
also means members won’t have 
to pay more than the regular 
rate for service after regular 
business hours. 

Spoon River also recently 
hired a new lineman who will 
serve members in the southern 
part of the territory, and his face 
will be familiar to many there. 

Kolby Batterton, 25, of As¬ 
toria, is a Journeyman Lineman. 
Within a few months, he will 
work on service and outage calls 
from his home full-time. 

“Having Kolby work out of 
Astoria means better service for 
our members in that area,” said 
Frank Romane, Spoon River 
Electric’s Manager of Operations. 
“Less travel time is also more 
economical for our operation.” 

Batterton decided in high 
school that he wanted to become 
a lineman, and he was accepted 
at Northwest Iowa Community 
College, a top school for lineman 

training. He graduated from the 
trade school there in 2003 and 
was hired by Corn Belt Energy, 
where he did a 3 Vi year ap¬ 
prenticeship. In May 2007 he 
received a certificate from the 
Department of Labor to become 
a Journeyman Lineman. 

When Batterton decided he 
wanted to work for Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative, he ap¬ 
proached Dodds. 

“The decision to hire Kolby 
was an easy one, and he’s quickly 
proven himself a great asset to 
our co-op,” Dodds said. “He’s 
well-trained, professional and 

hard-working. I know he’ll serve 
our members well.” 

Batterton and his wife Katie 
moved to Astoria recently with 
their four-month-old daughter, 
Kenleigh. They wanted to be 
closer to their families, who live 
in the area. 

“I decided to come back 
here because it’s my home,” 
Batterton said. “It’s good to be 
around family.” 

Batterton said he also likes 
seeing familiar faces while working. 

“It’s nice to be around mem¬ 
bers I know every day,” he said. 

« ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • October 2009 6c 



TURNS OUT, MONEY BURNS 
WHEN MY WATER HEATER 
IS SET ABOVE 120 DEGREES. 

I didn’t even know there was a dial. Now, I’m saving $73 a year by 

turning my water heater down to 120.° What can you do? Find out 

how the little changes add up at TogetherWeSave.com. 

Touchstone Enetj 
Cooperatives 

TOGETHERWESAVE.CO 
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Membership Has Its Privileges 
I’m sometimes asked why we 

call those who purchase electricity' 

from Spoon River Electric “mem¬ 

bers” and not “customers.” The 

answer is simple. 

Some of my friends are mem¬ 

bers of Rotary' and Kiwanis clubs. 

Local high school students are 

members of the band, student 

council and sports teams. And 

you’re a member of Spoon River 

Electric Cooperative. 

Service clubs have a com¬ 

mon mission — together the club 

accomplishes more than an indi¬ 

vidual could. The same holds true 

for high school clubs; they pool 

resources and work together to 

help each member succeed. 

Membership at Spoon River 

Electric offers many of the same 

benefits as clubs do, but with a big 

extra. You and the rest of our near¬ 

ly 5,000 members own the co-op. 

That means we answer to you, not 

investors who’ve never walked our 

streets or spent time in our schools. 

This structure harkens back to our 

origins. 

Spoon River Electric was 

organized by farmers and rural 

residents from this area in 1938, 

with support from the federal Rural 

Electrification Administration. At 

that time, investor-owned utilities 

said there wasn’t enough profit to 

be made to warrant the expense of 

building power lines into the coun¬ 

tryside. 

REA offered low-cost loans 

for bringing electricity to unserved 

homes and farms. So folks began 

forming electric cooperatives to 

meet the need. A fee of $5 was col¬ 

lected from each family — making 

them co-op members and owners 

— to generate capital for borrow¬ 

ing. The rest is history. 

You should be proud of what 

Spoon River Electric has accom¬ 

plished. We are an economic driver 

in the communities we serve. A 

2009 study funded by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture found 

electric co-ops across the U.S. 

employ 130,000 Americans, both 

directly and indirectly, with annual 

revenues of around $45 billion. 

How Electric Cooperatives Energized Rural America 

1844 
Cooperative 
principles 
established 
in England. 

J. 

1935 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt creates federal 
Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) 
by executive order. 

Best of all, every co-op op¬ 

erates on a not-for-profit basis. 

Spoon River Electric doesn’t offer 

profits to investors — we return 

money over and above operating 

costs to you, our members, based 

on electricity consumption. An¬ 

nually, electric co-ops nationwide 

return $545 million to members 

through the “capital credits retire¬ 

ment” process; this year Spoon 

River Electric members will receive 

around $117,000. 

Electric co-op membership re¬ 

mains as important today as it was 

in the late 1930s. And all of the 

nation’s 900-plus electric co-ops in 

47 states share a common mission: 

to keep energy safe, affordable, and 

reliable. 

Working together through 

efforts like the Our Energy, Our 

Future ™ grassroots awareness cam¬ 

paign, we’re keeping our needs at 

the top of Congress’s agenda. We’re 

part of something special — a na¬ 

tionwide network owned and con¬ 

trolled by people like you and me. 

That’s why membership matters. 

1937 
53,000 
total miles 
of co-op lines 
constructed. 

1940 
180,000 
miles of rural 
lines built; 
another 
80,000 
coming. 

National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 

1942 
National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) forms to represent 
co-op interests nationally. 

1962 
Electric co-ops serve 
5 million Americans; 
NRECA joins with 
U.S. Agency for 
International 
Development (USAID) 
to bring electricity to 
developing nations. 

2010 
75 years after 
creation of REA, 
900-plus co-ops 
in 47 states serve 
17 million homes 
and businesses. 

“i r 
1909 1936 1941 
Country Life Commission 2,000 miles of electric One million 
recommends creation of electric lines under construction farms have 
co-ops to power rural areas. by electric co-ops. power. 

-i 1—*—r 
1949 
Roughly 184,000 miles of line 
are built this year alone. 

2009 
NRECA/USAID connect 
more than 100 million people 
to electricity in 42 countries. 
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One of the green men rests at the end of the two-mile 

Friendship Festival parade route. ► 

▲ Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

President/CEO Bill Dodds stands with six 

linemen and line clearance workers dressed 

as “green men" before the Friendship 

Festival parade in Canton Sept. 19. 

M SREC employees in green suits handed 

out 2,000 postcards to Senators Durbin 

and Burris about proposed climate change 

legislation at the Friendship Festival 

parade. 



Spoon River Electric Cooperative hosted an event honoring Congressman Phil Hare on Sept. 12. Hare received the 2009 Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives’ Public Service Award, made in recognition of Rep. Hare’s dedicated public service to all citizens of the 

state oj Illinois and for outstanding contributions to the rural electrification program. 

Energy Efficiency 

Only 20 percent of homes built 
before 1980 are properly in¬ 
sulated. You can increase the 
comfort of your home while 
reducing heating and cooling 
needs up to 10 percent by in¬ 
vesting in proper insulation and 
sealing air leaks. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy 

Office 
Closim 

Thanksgiving 
Day 

Thursday, Nov. 26 
and Friday, Nov. 27 
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POWER PROTECTION 

residential standby generators 

As an authorized Generac 
dealer, see us for your 
automatic standby power 
needs: sales, parts and service. 

GUARDIAN 
by Generac Power Systems, Inc. 

jSpoon River 

MECHANICAL 
Services, Inc. 

405 1/2 E Linn | Canton, IL | 647-3450 

www.srecoop.org 
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This is a season that makes most 

of us think of the holidays and 

the time we’ll be spending with 

our families. But I’d also like you 

to think of something else that 

this time of year brings: cold 

temperatures that can increase 

your electric bills. It’s not too 

late to weatherize your home and 

save money on those bills. 

For some quick, easy things you 

can do right now to save money, 

visit www.togetherwesave.com. 

There is also advice on weath- 

erizing your home on the U.S. 

Department of Energy’s website. 

Here are some tips offered: 

You can easily conduct a home 

energy audit yourself. With a 

simple but diligent walk-through, 

you can spot many problems in 

any type of house. When audit¬ 

ing your home, keep a checklist 

of areas you have inspected and 

problems you found. This list will 

help you prioritize your energy 

efficiency upgrades. 

First, make a list of obvious air 
leaks (drafts). The potential en¬ 

ergy savings from reducing drafts 

in a home may range from 5 per¬ 

cent to 30 percent per year, and 

the home is generally much more 

comfortable afterward. Check 

for indoor air leaks, such as gaps 

along the baseboard or edge of 

the flooring and at junctures of 

the walls and ceiling. Check to 

see if air can flow through these 

places: 

• Electrical outlets 

• Switch plates 

• Window frames 

• Baseboards 

• Weather stripping around doors 

• Fireplace dampers 

• Attic hatches 

• Wall- or window-mounted air 

conditioners 

Also look for gaps around 

pipes and wires, electrical outlets, 

foundation seals, and mail slots. 

Check to see if the caulking 

and weather stripping are ap¬ 

plied properly, leaving no gaps or 

cracks, and are in good condition. 

Inspect windows and doors for 

air leaks. See if you can rattle 

them, since movement means 

possible air leaks. If you can 

see daylight around a door or 

window frame, then the door or 

window leaks. You can usually 

seal these leaks by caulking or 

weather stripping them. Check 

the storm windows to see if they 

fit and are not broken. You may 

also wish to consider replacing 

your old windows and doors with 

newer, high-performance ones. If 

new factory-made doors or win¬ 

dows are too costly, you can in¬ 
stall low-cost plastic sheets over 

the windows. 

On the outside of your house, 

inspect all areas where two dif¬ 

ferent building materials meet, 

including: 

All exterior corners 

Where siding and chimneys meet 

Areas where the foundation and 

the bottom of exterior brick or 

siding meet. 

You should plug and caulk 

holes or penetrations for faucets, 

pipes, electric outlets, and wir¬ 

ing. Look for cracks and holes 

in the mortar, foundation, and 

siding, and seal them with the 

appropriate material. Check the 

exterior caulking around doors 

and windows, and see whether 

exterior storm doors and primary 

doors seal tightly. 

When sealing any home, you 

must always be aware of the 

danger of indoor air pollution 

and combustion appliance “back- 

drafts.” Backdrafting is when the 

various combustion appliances 

and exhaust fans in the home 

compete for air. An exhaust fan 

may pull the combustion gases 

back into the living space. This 

can obviously create a very dan¬ 

gerous and unhealthy situation 

in the home. 

In homes where a fuel is 

burned (i.e., natural gas, fuel oil, 

propane, or wood) for heating, 

be certain the appliance has an 

adequate air supply. Generally, 

one square inch of vent opening 

is required for each 1,000 Btu of 

appliance input heat. When in 

doubt, contact your local utility 

company, energy professional, or 

ventilation contractor. 

Heat loss through the ceiling 

and walls in your home could be 

very large if the insulation levels 

are less than the recommended 

minimum. When your house was 

built, the builder likely installed 

the amount of insulation rec¬ 

ommended at that time. Given 

today’s energy prices (and future 

prices that will probably be high¬ 

er), the level of insulation might 

be inadequate, especially if you 

have an older home. 

If the attic hatch is located 

above a conditioned space, 

Continued on 16c ► 
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Be Safe This Holiday Season 
For millions of people every 

year, the holiday season 
comes with traditions of fes¬ 
tive lights and decorations, 
extraordinary foods and lav¬ 
ish parties. Unfortunately, 
time-honored traditions can 
easily end in tragedy if pre¬ 
cautions are not taken. Five 
years ago, Shawn Miller was 
one of these people. 

His mother, Maria Worth, 
found her son on the ground 
with wisps of smokes com¬ 
ing from his body. Miller 
was unconscious and badly 
burned. He had been hanging holi¬ 
day lights in the trees that lined her 
yard. As he tossed the lights up into 
the trees, 7200 volts of electricity 
entered his body, traveling from the 
overhead power lines through his 
strand of lights. 

“Power lines were the last thing 
on my mind that day,” said Miller. 
“I was just hanging Christmas lights 
at my Mom’s house like I do every 
year, only this time, I was decorat¬ 
ing a new area, the trees that lined 
the front of the yard.” 

Although Miller suffered 27 exit 
wounds, the loss of his left hand 
and a finger on his right hand, 
Miller considers his survival to be 
miraculous and urges others to use 
caution this holiday season. He has 
joined forces with Safe Electricity’s 
Teach Learn Care TLC campaign to 
spread awareness about the impor¬ 
tance of electrical safety. 

“Shawn Miller has a lot to teach 
us about electrical safety and we 
are grateful he is sharing his story- 
through our Teach Learn Care TLC 
campaign,” says Molly Hall, Execu¬ 
tive Director of Safe Electricity. 
“We want people to learn from his 
tragic experience and care enough 
to share it with those they love.” 

Miller also wants others to learn 
from his experience. 

“I’m lucky to be alive,” Miller 

said. “I want everyone to be careful, 
be aware of power lines.” 

Safe Electricity and Miller urge 
everyone to follow these guidelines 
as you prepare for the holiday season: 
• Never throw holiday lights or 

other decorations into trees near 
power lines. 

• Use only lights that have been safe¬ 
ty tested and have the UL label. 

• Before use, check each light string 
for broken sockets, frayed cords, 
or faulty plugs. Replace dam¬ 
aged strings. Always unplug light 
strings while replacing bulbs. 

• Don’t string together more than 
three standard-size sets of lights. 

• Make sure extension cords are in 
good condition, are UL-approved 
and rated to carry the electrical 
load you will connect to them. 

• Match plugs with outlets. Don’t 
force a 3-pronged plug into a 
2-pronged outlet or extension cord. 

• Do not overload outlets. Use 
surge protector strips if multiple 
outlets are needed. 

• Keep electric cords away from 
high-traffic areas, and don’t run 
them through doorways, or hide 
them under rugs or carpets. 

• Outdoors, use only lights, cords, 
animated displays and decora¬ 
tions rated for outdoor use. Cords 
should be plugged into outlets 
equipped with GFCIs. Use a por¬ 

table GFCI if your outdoor 
outlets are not equipped 
with them. 
• Do not staple or 
nail through light strings or 
electrical cords, or attach 
cords to utility poles 
• Don’t let chil¬ 
dren or pets play with light 
strings or electrical decora¬ 
tions. 
Place fresh-cut trees away 

from heat sources, such as 
heat registers, fireplaces, 
radiators and televisions; 
and water frequently. 

Always unplug lights before going 
to bed or leaving your home. 

“After something life-changing 
happens, you become more inter¬ 
ested and learn much more,” Miller 
said. “Had I known more before this 
happened, I might still have two 
hands and the job I loved. I have to 
find ways to move on with my life 
and help people learn from what 
has happened to me. Safe Electric¬ 
ity is helping me help others.” 

For more information on electri¬ 
cal safety and to learn more about 
Shawn’s compelling story visit 
www.SafeElectricity.org. 

Safe Electricity is a public 
awareness program of the Energy 
Education Council (www.Ener- 
gyEdCouncil.org), a registered 501 
(c) (3) non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting electrical 
safety and energy efficiency. Since 
1952, the Council has provided a 
forum for diverse interests to come 
together on the mutually vital is¬ 
sues of electrical safety, efficiency, 
renewable energy and power quality. 
Headquartered at the University of 
Illinois, Council members include 
electric utilities, energy-related 
organizations, educators and others 
who share in this mission. 
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check to see if it is at least as heav¬ 

ily insulated as the attic, is weather 

stripped, and closes tightly. In the 

attic, determine whether openings 

for items such as pipes, ductwork, 

and chimneys are sealed. Seal any 

gaps with an expanding foam caulk 

or some other permanent sealant. 

Make sure that the attic vents are 

not blocked by insulation. You also 

should seal any electrical boxes in 

the ceiling with flexible caulk (from 

the living room side or attic side) 

and cover the entire attic floor with 

at least the current recommended 

amount of insulation. 

Energy for lighting accounts for 

about 10% of your electric bill. Ex¬ 

amine the wattage size of the light 

bulbs in your house. You may have 

100-watt (or larger) bulbs where 60 

or 75 watts would do. You should 

also consider compact fluorescent 

lamps for areas where lights are on 

for hours at a time. 

For more information, visit: 

http://www.energysavers.gov. 

Don't Get left in the Cold! 
Winter storms can damage the 

lines and equipment that pro¬ 

vide your electrical service. Just last 

year, a severe ice storm in December 

left our crews working around the 

clock for days to restore service to 

all members. 

If it’s important for you to have 

power that is always reliable, no 

matter what Mother Nature brings 

our way, you can have a Generac 

whole-house backup generator in¬ 

stalled by electricians from Spoon 

River Mechanical Services. They 

are factory-certified to sell, install 

and service Generac generators, the 

leading brand in the business. 

Generac generators automatically 

switch on when your power is off, so 

whether you are home or away, your 

power supply is protected. 

To learn more about Generac 

generators, call Spoon River Me¬ 

chanical Services at 647'3450. And 

remember, Spoon River Electric 

Cooperative members save $25 on 

the purchase and installation of a 

Generac generator. 

Thank You 
hanks to all of you who 

signed and sent “Our En¬ 

ergy, Our Future” postcards 

to Senators Durbin and Bur¬ 

ris. Illinois cooperatives were 
hoping to send 100,000 cards 
from members in our state, but 

we far exceeded that goal and 

sent 190,000. As the climate 

change debate continues, it’s 

Our Energy, Our Future 
A Dialogue With America 

very important that we let our 

legislators know how we feel 
about paying significantly more 

for electricity. 

Spoon ^Riue/i Qkctfdc Cocpenatwe be cQoeed ^Dec. 

24 and 25 ^oti Ckistmas. ©u/t o^'ces uuiQQ afac be 

cQosed 4)60. 21 and Jan. i fan LMGW QJea/t’s fife. 

Help Wanted 
Do you know a Spoon River 

Electric Cooperative family that 

is struggling to make ends meet 

this holiday season? Write and tell 

us about them. The employees of 
Spoon River Electric want to help 

a member family in need have a 

brighter Christmas this year. Please 

tell us the name, address and phone 

number of the family, the nature of 

the hardship and how many family 

members there are. Letters must be 

received by Dec. 16, 2009. 

Send your letters to: 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

Attn: Brenda Rothert 

P.O. Box 340 

Canton, IE 61520 
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residential standby generators 

As an authorized Generac 
dealer, see us for your GUARDIAN 
automatic standby power Gene* power sysremi, me. 
needs: sales, parts and service. ~—~— 

405 1/2 E Linn | Canton, IL | 647-3450 
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