
AMR Is Getting Closer... 

*■■■ Y72100- 301 
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Automated Meter Reading (AMR) is nearly here for 
some of you. As AMR is systematically installed, 

you will no longer have to read your own electric meter 
nor calculate your bill. Your meter will automatically 
be read from the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(SIEC) office, and an invoice will he mailed to you. 

How does AMR technology work? 
The AMR technology uses existing power lines to 

communicate between the meter and AMR equipment 
located in the substation. The data is then retrieved 
from the substation equipment and sent to SIEC’s billing 
system via communication pathways. A detailed article 
on AMR was presented in the October 2008 issue of 
JAMUE You can find it and current AMR updates on 
our Web site at www.siec.coop. 

Who is affected now? 
As of the date of writing this article (November 

26, 2008), residential members who receive their power 
from the Dongola substation will experience the AMR 
conversion first. It is anticipated that most meters on 
the Dongola substation will be replaced by the end 
of January. A contracted meter technician will begin 
changing out these meters in December. For identifica¬ 
tion to members, the contracted technician will have an 
SIEC logo on his vehicle, JJoqo^j 

When should you stop reading your meter? 
Continue to read your meter and calculate 

your bill until you receive notification from SIEC 
that you no longer need to read your meter. Most 

■ Continued on page 16b 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • January 2009 ^ 6a Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rsh
ip 

• 
Vo

lun
tar

y a
nd

 op
en

 m
em

be
rsh

ip 
• 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rsh
ip 



■ AMR Is Getting Closer... 
Continued from page 16a 

Oil Equipment Lineman John Rendleman inspects substation equipment recently installed for the 

AMR system. 

residential meters must 

be replaced before the 

automatic billing pro¬ 

cess takes place. This 

can take several weeks. 

We expect to begin 

automatic billing to 

these specific members 

in February. Since the 

writing of this article 

is in November, it is 

difficult to be specific 

for future dates. This is 

why we encourage you 

to continue your self- 

read, self-bill process as 

you have in the past, 

until you receive noti¬ 

fication from our office 

through the mail. 

What can you 
expect? 

When your new 

meter is installed, the 

meter technician will 

take a photograph of 

the original meter, capturing the current reading. For 

example, let’s say the reading that day is 50,000 kWh’s. 

He will record your reading, then install a new electron¬ 

ic meter at a zero reading. Within the next business day 

or two, the Co-op will “ping” the new electronic meter 

to record a reading. Now let’s say your new meter shows 

you have used 100 kWh’s since the meter was changed. 

Another signal will then be sent to the meter to reset 

your meter reading to 50,100 kWh’s (the original 50,000 

kWh’s reading plus the 100 kWh’s used). 

Regional Goals. 
We anticipate systematically changing out meters 

for each substation throughout 2009, which means we 

plan to complete meter change-outs for approximately 

one substation each month. The Ullin substation has 

been chosen to be the second substation to be complet¬ 

ed, followed by Mill Creek and Metropolis substations. 

This technology is new to you and new to SIEC. 

After 70 years of a self-read, self-bill system, there are 

bound to be questions and some unknowns as we work 
through the AMR installation process. We encourage 

you to stay updated by reading our center section 

(JAMUP) in the Illinois Country Living magazine, by 

checking our Web site www.siec.coop where we plan to 

provide monthly updates, and definitely by opening your 

mail immediately if you see that it is from SIEC. We ask 

for your patience during this journey into new technol¬ 

ogy, which should provide all of us with convenience, 

accuracy, efficiency, and improved service and reliability. 

Member prize 
In this issue of the JAMUR we printed the names of three SIEC members who are eligible to receive a $10 

credit toward their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section and it’s not part of the story, 

call Jerri with your account number at 800-762'1400 to claim your prize. 

SSAC UNION PULASKI • POPE 
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Celebrating 70 Years of Member 
Ownership 

Congratulations Cooperative members!! The year 2009 marks our 
70 year anniversary as a member owned elertrU cooperative* 

History 

In 1926, farmer, then rural 

mail carrier Joseph McCormick 

of Pulaski County, could see a 

transmission line owned by a 

private power company from his 

farm. His wife dreamed of easier 

times with the use of an electric 

refrigerator, electric washing 

machine and electric lights. Mr. 

McCormick approached the 

private power company and asked 

for its utility officers to consider 

building a loop to serve the 24 

rural families within its area. The 

private utility company agreed 

to provide service hut demanded 

a hefty price. A price no rural 

family in Pulaski County could dream of being able to 

afford. 

Although Mr. McCormick’s dream of electrifying his 

home through the nearby power company had perished, 

his dream of electric service through other means did 

not. He and many rural volunteers heard of electric 

cooperatives being organized throughout the state of 

Illinois. This gave them the motivation to take action 

in southern Illinois to provide electric service to rural 

families at a reasonable cost. 

Delegates from each county gathered at the Farm 

Bureau in Anna. Farmers discussed plans to establish 

an electric cooperative called Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative and began building extensions out to rural 

communities. People signed up in great numbers. By 

1939, our electric Cooperative was established and soon 

after, our first lines were energized. SIE9S ‘T uM°r 

Ownership 

As a member, you are an owner of the Coopera¬ 

tive. Why is this so important? Because, you have 

a true interest in your electric service. You help elect 

board members to represent you in making significant 

business decisions for the Cooperative. You are invited 

and encouraged to attend our annual business meetings. 

You are what makes this a Cooperative, not an investor 

owned utility. Our Cooperative is here to serve you, not 

to make a profit in order to please investors. 

Our Commitment to You 
Our bottom line is to provide you with reliable 

electricity at the lowest possible cost. And we continu¬ 

ally take extra steps to ensure your membership is more 

worthwhile than just receiving electric service. We 

strive for integrity, accountability, innovation and 

commitment to community. Our office is located in 

Dongola. You can stop in anytime to make payments, 

ask questions about your bill, pick up brochures on 

energy efficiency, speak to department managers about 

concerns or ideas, learn about generator safety, etc. 

We are your local electric Cooperative. We have 

enjoyed growing the last 70 years with you, and we are 

looking forward to many more years of financial sound¬ 

ness and quality service. Thank you for making your 

Cooperative a success! 

- . . . . - O' 
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New Faces on SIEC 
Wellness Committee 

SIEC not only focuses on safety, reliability and affordable electricity ... it 
also cares about the well being of its employees. A wellness program was 

established several years ago to promote good health among its employees. 
Recently the committee reorganized and the new SIEC Wellness Committee 
is as pictured: (Back row) Administrative Assistant Cathy Belcher and For¬ 
estry Journeyman Aaron Stover. (Front row) Journeyman Lineman 
Allen Plott, Crew Foreman LaRue Parr and Office Services Coordinator 
Cindy Aden, uosaajsej^ -g pjciiOQ 

Help Us 
Find Our 
Queens! 

To celebrate 70 years of Coop¬ 
erative annual meetings, we are 

asking all former Miss SIEC Queens 
back to our annual meeting of mem¬ 
bers in August. But, we need your 
help! We are unable to locate the 
following queens: 

1956 Winner: Kay Smith; 1957 
Winner: Sue Rogers of Jonesboro; 
1958 Winner: Kay Walker of 
Anna; 1959 Winner: Carol Main of 
Karnak; 1975 Winner: Barbara Jean 
Raney of Metropolis; 1977 Winner: 
Connie Manner of McClure; 1983 
Winner: Jonni Murray of Dongola 

These names are the names 
given at the time of winning our 
pageant. If you know the where¬ 
abouts of these ladies, please call 
SIEC or ask them to contact Jerri at 
(800) 762-1400 or (618) 827-3555. 
All queens since 1954 will be recog¬ 
nized at the 2009 Annual Meeting 
of Members on Thursday, August 6. 

Office 
Closed 
Martin Luther King Jr 

Birthday 

Monday, 
January 19 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Board of Directors 

G. Robert Inman (President) Pulaski Co. 

Scott L. Ury (Vice President) Union Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer) ...Massac Co. 

Dale Faughn  Massac Co. 

Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. 

Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. 

Barbara Pitts Union Co. 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

Dale E. Taake  Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • EO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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Youth to Washington 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive (SIEC) and the Association 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives will 
again sponsor area juniors to Youth 
Day in Springfield on April 1. Of the 
11 students representing the co-op 
in April, two will be selected to go 
on an all-expense paid tour of Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. in June 2009. Students 
do not have to be sons or daughters 
of SIEC members. We have opened 
this up to all juniors and will select 
one winner from each high school. 
Area guidance counselors already 
have the necessary information re¬ 

garding this educational experience 
of a lifetime. 

Youth to Springfield: The day’s 
activities in Springfield will include 
touring the state capitol complex 
and the new Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum, and visiting 
with legislators with other students 
from throughout the state. 

Youth to Washington: The 

two local winners will join some 50 
other Illinois students, sponsored by 
Illinois cooperatives, at Springfield 
on June 12. They will travel on 
charter buses to Washington, D.C. 

and return to Springfield June 19. 
While in Washington, students will 
visit attractions such as the White 
House, U.S. Capitol, Smithsonian 
Institution, Arlington National 
Cemetery, Lincoln Memorial and 
many other national monuments 
and places of interest. 

If you are a junior and this 
opportunity interests you, please 
discuss this with your guidance 
counselor as soon as possible. You 
can also download an informative 
brochure regarding SIEC’s Youth to 
Washington program from our Web 
site at www.siec.coop. 

N • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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2008/2009 Touchstone Energy® 

6 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Special Education teacher 
Janet Flesh with Vienna High School plans 

/ to use their winning funds to start a school-wide 
/ recycling program. “The goals of this project can be 

measured in the increased life skills of the students a 
,our school and the reduced waste sent to the landfill 

veach day, therefore helping our community and^ 
environment,’’says Ms. Flesch. 

/ Science teacher 
Barb Woolard with Dongola 

High School plans to use their 
winning funds to take her Physical 

Science class to the Challenger Learn¬ 
ing Center for Space Science Education in 
Paducah, Ky. “I think taking our students to 
such an advanced facility so close to home 

may open their eyes to the bigger world 
, around them, as well as spark an interest 
\ in advances in science and technology / 
\ that will be crucial to them and our 

country in the future,” states 
Ms. Woolard. / 

One of Touchstone Energy’s Four Core Values is Commitment to Community. Part of this commitment is helping 
local schools. SIEC believes it is important to enhance our local schools in order to better our communities. We are 
proud to help improve the learning environment for teachers who take the initiative to increase educational resources for 
their schools, uosuipf Airejjug 

For more information about Touchstone Energy Classroom Empowerment Grants, and the 2008/2009 winners 
and projects, please visit www.siec.coop. 

Fifth grade teacher Janet Krueger with Metropolis 
Elementary School plans to use their winning funds to 
purchase supplies to build a science resource center. “I 

expect that our Science score will rise on the ISAT, and 
I hope this will spark an interest in our students. I would 

love the opportunity to host a Science Fair, which can 
bring out the creativity and innovation in our students,” 

states Ms. Krueger. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULA 



Jassroom Empowerment Grant Winners 

Pre-school teacher Becky 
Lannom, representing Lick Creek Elementary 

School plans to use their winning funds to help hu 
/ their library. “This grant will assist our school in devel 

( a culture change, where students embrace reading as fr 
rewarding. We plan to purchase books that will broade 

students’ knowledge base, engage and challenge reading 
and support overall learning in the classroom as wel 

develop life-long readers,” states Ms. Lannom. 

Teacher Maryanne Boren with 
the Grand Chain Learning Center plans to 

use their winning funds to teach a “Don’t Get Shocked” 
science unit. “With this grant, our students will learn 

about basic electricity principles and electrical safety for the 
home. There will be hands-on experiments and follow-up 

activities to be done at home with their families,” says 
Ms. Boren. 

District Healthcare 
Professional Cricket Corzine with 

Joppa-Maple Grove District #38 plans 
to use their winning funds to help purchase 

Automated External Defibrillator (AED). “1 
grant can help potentially protect and serve 

[ommunity in the greatest time of need, when 
is in danger of being lost. This is the best gift 

could ever give back to our community... 
to help save a life of a loved one,” 

states Ms. Corzine. 

ALEXANDER MASSAC UNION PULASKI • POPE 
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Our office will be closed Feb. 16 for 
Presidents Day 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 US. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 

Member 
prize 

In this issue of the JAMUR 
we printed the names of three 
SIEC members who are eligible 
to receive a $10 credit toward 
their utility bill. If you find your 
name printed in this center sec¬ 
tion and it’s not part of the story, 
call Jerri with your account 
number at 800-762-1400 to 
claim your prize. 

AMR Update 
We have officially begun our 

Automated Meter Reading 
(AMR) installation process for 
residential members receiving their 
electricity from the Dongola sub¬ 
station. Our original plan was to 
replace most meters for this substa¬ 
tion by the end of January. Unfor¬ 
tunately, our time table has been set 
back due to uncontrollable changes 
in delivery schedules. Most meters 
on the Dongola substation should 
now be replaced by the end of Feb¬ 

ruary. We still intend to complete 
all substation meter replacements by 
the end of 2009. SUHPV f S31M 

As always, continue to read 
your meter and calculate your bill 
until you receive notification from 
SIEC that you no longer need to 
read your meter. We ask for your pa¬ 
tience during our AMR system con¬ 
version. We will keep you updated 
on substation meter replacements 
through JAMUR our Web site (www. 
siec.coop), and through the mail. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Board of Directors 

G. Robert Inman (President) Pulaski Co. 

Scott L. Dry (Vice President) Union Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer) ...Massac Co. 

Dale Faughn  Massac Co. 

Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. 

Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. 

Barbara Pitts Union Co. 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

Dale E. Taake Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

In late December, SIEC’s service territory was spared another ice storm, 
but other parts of the state were not. Four SIEC employees traveled to 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative in Paxton to assist with ice storm dam¬ 
age. Pictured from left, Crew Foremen LaRue Parr and Robin Ramage, and 
Journeyman Linemen Allen Plott and Jeff Palmer. 

A Warm 
to Pay 

Too cold to walk to your mailbox 
to pay your electric bill? Stay 

inside where it’s warm and pay it 
on SIEC’s Web site. Visit www.siec. 
coop for all the information you 
need to start paying online. 

Cooperatives Helping Cooperatives 
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Another Devastating Winter Storm 

In less than 12 months, Southern Il¬ 

linois Electric Cooperative (S1EC) 

and its members endured another 

brutal winter storm, which paralyzed 

sections of its service territory in 

Alexander, Johnson, Massac, Pulaski, 

Pope and Union Counties. Over 150 

borrowed Cooperative and contract 

employees from Illinois and Alabama 

assisted SIEC personnel to restore 

power to thousands of members. 

SIEC deeply appreciates 

every person and organiza¬ 

tion in southern Illinois that 

offered their services to our 

Cooperative. Although 

power restoration is com¬ 

plete, repairing the de¬ 

struction will take several 

months. We thank mem¬ 

bers for their patience and 

understanding. 
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Did Your Electric Bills Seem High 
This Winter? 

Estimated 
Home Energy 
Costs 

50% - Heating & Cooling 

25% - Appliances & Lighting 

20% - Water Heating 

5% - Refrigerator 

Reading your electric meter was no 
laughing matter over the past few 

months. Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (SIEC) purchased more 
kilowatt-hours (kWh’s) in December 
2008 than any other December on 
record. And, it was the second high- 
est month of kWh’s used in Co-op 
history. According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin¬ 
istration (NOAA), December tem¬ 
peratures were cooler than average 
across much of the Midwest. 

When comparing electric bills 
this winter to last winter, consider 
that December 2007 produced 
warmer than average temperatures. 
December 2008 produced cooler 
than average temperatures. Now, 
add in a 12.75 percent rate increase 
which went into effect last Septem¬ 
ber. Unfortunately, in comparison 
to winter 2007/2008, these factors 
all add up to higher electric bills for 
winter 2008/2009. 

Although no one can control 
winter temperatures, you CAN con¬ 
trol how you use your kWh’s. Did 
you know that about 50 percent of 
your home energy costs come from 
heating and cooling? Approximately 
25 percent of home energy costs is 
from appliances and lighting. Heat¬ 
ing your water uses about 20 percent, 
and just your refrigerator alone uses 
around 5 percent. Consider the fol¬ 
lowing energy efficiency tips to help 
reduce the kWh’s used in your home: 

Heating and Cooling 
• Install a programmable thennostat. 
• Use the “Auto Fan” setting. 
• Close shades/blinds over windows 

at night during the winter and 
during the day in the summer. 

• Heat no higher than 70 degrees 
in the winter. Cool no lower 

than 75 degrees in the summer. 
(Each degree saves about two 
percent on your electric bill.) 

• Clean or replace your filters each 
month, sjupw -y epaaQ 

• Keep your outdoor unit free of 
debris: plants, grass clippings, etc. 

• Caulk around doors and win¬ 
dows to seal air leaks. 

Appliances and Lighting 
If buying new, purchase appli¬ 
ances with the blue Energy Star 
label. (Energy Star appliances 
meet tough federal criteria for 
energy efficiency.) 
Clean lint filters in clothes dry¬ 
ers after every load. 
Wash and dry only full loads of 
laundry. 
Air-dry your dishes. 
Keep the inside surface of your 
microwave clean. (It will cook 
food more efficiently.) 
Turn off lights when you are not 
using them. 
Switch to compact fluorescent 
lamps (CFLs). (CFLs use about 
75 percent less electricity and 
last ten times longer than incan¬ 
descent bulbs.) 

Water 
• Take short showers. 
• Install a water-saving showerhead. 
• Verify the pop-off valve on your 

water heater is not leaking. 
• Turn the water heater thermostat 

down to 120 degrees Fahrenheit. 
• Open the drain valve on the 

bottom of your water heater 
and drain the water until it runs 
clear. (This will eliminate sedi¬ 
ment and improve its efficiency.) 

Refrigerator 
• Clean the coils annually. 
• Unplug a second, older refrigera¬ 

tor. (It can cost about $130 a 
year to keep it plugged in.) 

• Make sure the door seals are 
air tight. 

If you are serious about reducing 
the kWh’s used in your home and 
you want to become more energy 
efficient, SIEC offers a FREE energy 
saving pamphlet with over 100 low 
cost / no cost home energy saving 
measures to help you gain control of 
your energy consumption. Call us at 
1-800-762-1400. 

XANDERpJ? MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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Trees And Power Lines Don't Mix 
Trees are beautiful and impor¬ 

tant to our environment, but 

when they come into contact with 
power lines, bad things can happen. 

Branches can tangle with power 

lines, snapping them or causing 

short circuits that make lights blink 

or cause permanent power outages. 

That’s why we work hard to 

make sure trees don’t interfere with 

power lines. We encourage members 

to be careful where they plant trees. 

Think of how large the tree will 

become when fully grown. Don’t 

plant it in an area where it might 

grow into a power line. Or, choose a 

species that won’t grow tall or wide 

enough to threaten power lines. A 

nursery owner or your county exten¬ 

sion agent can recommend trees 

that will add the beauty you want 

without presenting a problem. 

We know that homeowners are 

proud of their trees and don’t want 

to see them damaged. But a tree that 

gets too close to a power line can 

endanger both the homeowner and 

our line crews. If you’re thinking 

about planting trees near a power 

line, or if you are worried an exist¬ 

ing tree’s location is unsafe, contact 

SIEC at 1-800-762-1400. 

U3A3J§ 

SIEC Takes Energy Efficiency 
to Classrooms 

SIEC is spreading the word on 

energy efficiency practices with a 

new “Super Energy Saver” classroom 

kit from Touchstone Energy. The 

kit gives children an opportunity 

to become experts on helping their 

parents save money on their energy 

bills. The kit also includes lessons 

on electrical safety and renewable 

energy. SIEC is distributing kits to 

second grade classrooms throughout 

its service territory. For more infor¬ 

mation, visit www.siec.coop or call 

Jerri Schaefer at 1-800-762-1400. 

Pictured: SIEC Journeyman 

Lineman Nathan Menees (top left) 

and Crew Foreman LaRue Parr (top 

right) deliver a Kids “Super Energy 

Saver” kit to Ms. Glenda Harp’s 

second grade classroom at Century 

Elementary School in Ullin. 

UNION 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2009 6c 



Voluntary and open membership
 

• Voluntary and open membership
 
• Voluntary and open membership

 
• Voluntary and open membership 

Tom Keller Retirement 
After 33 years of service, Tom Keller of 

Tamms retired from Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative on Jan. 2. He began as 
an Apprentice Mechanic, advanced through 
several positions such as Forestry Journeyman, 
Journeyman Lineman and Utility Serviceman. 
Tom retired as Crew Foreman. 

“I didn’t retire to become, 
a couch potato, but instead 
to enjoy my hobbies and 
accomplish the things in 
life I like to do, such as 
woodworking, fishing 
and working in church 
missions,” says Keller. 

AMR Update - March JAMUP 
■'<8 

Editor’s Note: Each month we plan 
to update you on the progress of our 
automated meter reading (AMR) 
installation. Please keep in mind that 
this article was written on January 
26, to meet the March 1 publication 
deadline for JAMUP in the Illinois 
Country Living magazine. 

As of today, we are still replacing 
meters for residential members 

receiving electricity from the Don- 
gola substation. 

We want you to be aware of an 
important change when your meter 

is replaced. In our January JAMUP 
article regarding AMR, we reported 
that your new meter could be 
“pinged” from the Co-op to update 
your meter reading within a few 
days of being replaced, so that you 
could continue to use your previous 
coupon book and meter reading. 
Unfortunately, this process will not 
work. We have recently learned 
from the software vendor that they 
made a mistake in promising us that 
meter readings could be changed 
from the office, jaw-ian AJJB-[ 

So now, your new reading will 
start at zero (instead of correspond¬ 

ing with your old meter reading), 
and you will receive a new coupon 
book reflecting your new meter 
number and instructions on how to 
figure total kilowatt-hours (kWh’s) 
used for that month. 

Continue to read your meter 
and calculate your bill until you 
receive notification from SIEC that 
you no longer need to read your 
meter. Thank you for your patience. 
We will continue to keep you up¬ 
dated throughout our installation 
process. If you have any questions, 
please call our billing department at 
1-800-762-1400. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors , ,. ^ 

G. Robert Inman (PresWenf) Pulaski Co. 
Scott L. Ury (Vice President) Union Co. Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer) Massac Co. Barbara Pitts Union Co. 
Dale Faughn    Massac Co. Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. Dale E. Taake  Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) • Manager Larry Lovell • Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

Member Prize 
In this issue of the JAMUP, we print¬ 

ed the names of three SIEC members who 
are eligible to receive a $10 credit toward 
their utility bill. If you find your name 
printed in this center section and it’s not 
part of the story, call Jerri with your ac¬ 
count number at 800-762-1400 to claim 
your prize. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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SliC to Receive Federal Assistance 
for January Winter Storm 

Governor Quinn visited Metropolis 

in March where he announced 

President Obama’s decision to approve 

the state’s request for federal assis- 

tance. Nine southern Illinois counties 

will receive federal aid for ice storm 

damage and recovery efforts, which 

includes every county in Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative’s (SIEC) 

service territory. 

This is encouraging news as repair 

and clean-up efforts continue after 

January’s winter storm. SIEC crews 

are removing and replacing damaged 

transformers and broken poles, resag- 

ging and replacing electric wire, and 

installing and replacing anchors. 

After the storm, members imme¬ 

diately questioned how the Coopera¬ 

tive can financially manage the most 

damaging storm in its history. Accord¬ 

ing to Director of Administration and 

Finance Chris Bennett, “SIEC hopes 

to recover 7 5 percent of expenses asso¬ 

ciated with the ice storm from FEMA. 

The remaining 25 percent will be up 

to SIEC and its membership to pay.” 

“Two major winter storms within 

a 12-month period are very difficult 

to withstand, both structurally and 

financially,” explained Executive 

Vice-President/General Manager 

Larry Lovell, adrj ^ 

“We needed federal assistance for 

the 2008 ice storm but did not receive 

it. It was critical for Illinois legislators, 

Governor Quinn, IEMA, FEMA, 

Governor Quinn personally praises Administrative Assistant Cathy Belcher 

and Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative for their work following the mas' 

sive storm. Photo courtesy of Shannon Woodworth, Assistant to the President, 

Shawnee Community College. 

Congressmen, Senators and President Illinois this year. We are grateful for 

Obama to come through for southern their efforts.” 

2008 Winter Storm 2009 Winter Storm 

Broken Electric Poles 178 700 

Damaged Transformers 30-40 135 

Overall Cost $2.8 million $6.3 million (estimate) 

Outage Period 11 days 14 days 

Assisting Personnel 118 155 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER gk MASSAC • UNION • PULASKIJW E 
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Getting back on line 
We have come to expect that if we lose 

electric service it will be restored within 

a few hours at most. But when a devastat¬ 
ing event, like a tornado, ice or snow storm causes 

major damage to a co-op’s system, longer outages 
cannot be helped. Crews work long, hard hours 
restoring service, but it’s a task that needs to be 

done methodically to be done safely. 

Every electric cooperative follows a basic prin¬ 
ciple when it comes to restoring power — priority 

goes to the lines that will get the most people back 
in service the quickest. This usually begins with 

main lines from the substations that can affect 
200-600 members, and continues out to tap lines, 
which may affect 30-200 members, and then to 

individual service lines affecting just 1-5 members. 

A major storm has just hit this electric coopera¬ 
tive system. Here’s a simplified look at how your 
co-op typically goes about the task of restoring 
electric service. 

Step 1: The substation is energized but a main dis¬ 
tribution line is damaged near the substation, leaving 
most members without power. A-uaqAE^ 

All repairs start with the main line. A large num¬ 

ber of members (shown with blue arrows) will have 
power returned once the main line is fixed. All other 
repairs would be pointless until this line is restored 
as it feeds all the other lines. 

Step 2: With the main line restored 
(now shown in red), the line crew 
can isolate other damage and pri¬ 
oritize re-pairs. Though a couple of 
repairs were closer, fixing the line 
that serves this subdivision down 
the road will get a larger number of 
consumers on more quickly. 

One stop and an 
entire subdivision 
has power aqain. 
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Back down the road, the 
crew makes one repair 
and restores power to 

this stretch of line. 
Step 3: Moving back down the road to 
fix this tap line will restore electricity to 
the three This repair restores homes 
marked with arrows. 

Step 4: A smaller tap line serving a 
number of homes and the farm on the 
hill is next on the list for the line crew. 
The move probably doesn’t make the 
folks in the blue house too happy. 
They’ve seen the crew driving by their 
home and working right across the 
road. They see lights in homes of all 
their neighbors but they don’t have 
power! That’s because even though 
electricity is coming to their pole (that 
happened with the first repair in Step 1), 
the service line from their pole to their 
meter is damaged. Individual repairs 
come after all distribution and tap lines 
are restored. 

This repair restores 
power to these 

Electric Consumer graphic by Richard G. Biever 

Step 5: Only after the tap lines are repaired does the 
crew start work on individual service lines. The crew 
has been past the blue home three times and could 
have stopped to restore power anytime after the first 
main line was repaired and electricity was flowing to 

the pole nearby. But it’s not fair to other members for 
a crew to spend hours fixing one outage, when the 
crew can move down the road and restore power to 
dozens of homes in the same amount of time. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • p 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • April 2009 W 6C 



Voluntary and open membership
 
• Voluntary and open membership

 
• Voluntary and open membership

 
• Voluntary and open membership 

Stover - Apprentice Lineman 
CI r ^employee Aaron Stover 

t Viadvanced to an Apprentice 
Lineman position from a Forestry Jour¬ 
neyman position in January. He recently 
completed an introductory training 
course with the American Line Builders 
Apprenticeship and Training Program 
(ALBAT) in Medway, Ohio. 

ALBAT teaches beginning ap¬ 
prentices safety procedures, OSHA 
regulations, electrical theory, pole 
climbing, pole-top rescue, first aid, 
CPR, ropes and rigging, knot tying, 
tools and equipment, and truck and 
equipment operation. 

AMR Update 
Our meter installation process for 

automated meter reading (AMR) 
has encountered a few delays, but we 
keep moving along. Uncontrollable 
meter delivery schedules, software 
changes and a destructive ice storm 
have forced us to become quite flex¬ 
ible with such a significant technical 
advancement to our meter system 
and our installation schedule. 

Many of you associated with 
the Dongola, Lick Creek, Karnak, 
Ullin and Metropolis substations 

are noticing new meters. We receive 
questions daily about how to read 
the new meters and if they even 
have to be read at all. A significant 
benefit to AMR is that you don’t 
have to read your meter anymore. 
But, certain steps have to be taken 
by SIEC personnel before your spe¬ 
cific meter is completely automated. 
So, until you receive written no¬ 
tification from SIEC through the 
U. S. Postal Service, telling you to 
stop reading your meter, continue 

to read it like you always have. 
For those of you who have a 

new meter installed, you will notice 
data changes on the face of the me¬ 
ter. You will see five seconds of what 
looks like flashing “8”s, then you 
will see five seconds of your meter 
reading. This is a normal function 
of the meter. 

Thank you for your patience. If 
you have any questions, please call 
our billing department at 1-800- 
762-1400. uojpjAl *H S3UIBf 

I 
Member Prize 

n this issue of the JAMUP, 
we printed the names of 

three SIEC members who are 
eligible to receive a $10 credit 
toward their utility bill. If you 
find your name printed in this 
center section and it’s not part 
of the story, call Jerri with your 
account number at 800-762- 
1400 to claim your prize. 

Do you need help paying your utility bills? 
LINEAR (Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program) 

Shawnee Development Council wants to help you with your utility bills. 
Have you been helped before and think you are not eligible now? Well 

please try again. There is money that may be available to you. According to 
Shawnee Development Council’s LIHEAP Program Manager Quintilla Batiste, 
“Our main purpose is for everyone eligible for this program to be served. The 
money is there and that’s what it’s for.” If you think you may qualify and you 
are in need, please give Shawnee Development Council, Inc. a call at one of 
its county outreach offices: 

Alexander 734-0535 
Johnson 658-6131 

Massac 524-2941 
Pope 683-2107 

Pulaski 745-6388 
Union 833-7431 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • P.O. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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How will future legislation affect 
your electric bill? 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative (SIEC) was 
formed to provide reliable and affordable electric sen 

vice to rural members, not to take political sides in the 
ever -increasing partisan struggle in Washington, D.C. 
But, we are facing difficult economic times, along with 
a new Congress and presidential administration whose 
goal is to transform the nation’s energy use and infra¬ 
structure. Climate change legislation WILL affect your 
electric bills, and SIEC’s goal is to raise awareness of the 
real costs. ‘3 

President/CEO of the Association of the Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives Duane Noland explained in an 
article on page 4 ot the March issue of the Illinois Coun¬ 
try Living magazine, that although we are supportive of 
increased investment in reliable energy7 and the diversifi¬ 
cation of our nation’s energy portfolio, we are very con¬ 
cerned about energy costs and what that will do to the 
average family. A recent study shows emission control 
mandates could increase your electric bill each month 
between $10 and $100 if you use 1,000 kilowatt hours of 
electricity per month. 

To express your concerns about affordable electric¬ 
ity, we encourage you to either visit the Our Energy, 

How will your electric bill be affected? 

Increase in Your Electric Bill Per Month 

Cost of C02 Added Increase 
Emissions/ Cost per month 
metric Ton oer kWh for 1000 kWh 

$100 $0.1081 $108.09 
$ 50 $0.0540 $ 54.04 
$ 20 $0.0216 $ 21.62 
$ 15 $0.0162 $ 16.21 
$ 10 $0.0108 $ 10.81 

Assumptions: Generation Heat Rate = 10,000 Btu/kWh 
Btu content of fuel = 12,000 Btu/Lb. 
Carbon Content of fuel = 78% 

Our Future Web site (www.ourenergy.coop) and send 
an email to your member of Congress and your U.S. 
Senators, or complete the form provided and mail it to 
our office at R O. Box 100, Dongola, IE 62926. We are 
happy to email Congress on your behalf. 

Together, we can make a difference. 

r — “ — “ — — — — — — — — — “ — — “---““ — ““n 
1 Please e-mail Congress at www.ourenergy.coop or complete this form and return it to your local cooperative office. 1 

Name E-mail 

Home Address I am a member of 

City State Zip co-op 

Home Phone Signature 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI 
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PO Box 100 
Dongoia IL 62926-0100 

Telephone. {618) 827-3555 
Toll-Free: 1-800-762-1400 
www.sieccoop 

Wiredhand, Willie 
20236 Transformer Ln. 

Electric Pole, IL 12121 

Ml....1.11.1,,1,,1,1,,1,1,,,11 

Current Month 
Arerage ICWH 

Per Day 

Average Cost 
Per Day 

A%0 
3960 

79/0 
1980 

990 

KWH USAGE HISTORY 

I. 

I. 1 — 

■ 

n,... n JU 
D J uliiltrr UL 

S0NB 

Due date does not app.y to any previous balance a|re3£jy 

r,„ . FREE 1-800-762-1400 
Office Hours 8.00 A M -aonpsa 

Account Number- , n ^ Monday-Frtday 

Wiredhand, Willie 
20236 Transformer Ln. 

Electric Pole, IL 12121 

PODBOXRXOOLLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
DONGOIA IL 62926-0100 

AMR Update 
As of the date of this writing (April 3, 2009), we 

continue to make progress with our Automated Meter 
Reading (AMR) process. Many members receiving 
electricity from the Ullin substation did not have to read 
their meters for the month of April and were mailed an 
AMR billing statement. Our intent is for those members 
whose meters are ready, to receive their billing state- 
ments by the 5th of each month, with their payment due 
to the Cooperative by the 15th. 

Many members associated with the Dongoia and 
Karnak substations should receive their new AMR bill¬ 
ing statements soon. If your meter is ready, you will 
receive a letter from the Cooperative telling you to 
stop reading your meter. If you have not received this 
specific letter, continue to read your meter like you 
always have. Suoq auaj-mij^ saao|OQ 
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Look Up and Live! 
Around Swimming Pools 

Summer brings to mind a cool dip in the pool, 
but don’t let a safety hazard dampen your summer fun. 
SIEC and Safe Electricity remind everyone that water 
and electricity are a dangerous combination. Assessing 
electrical hazards near swimming pools is a wise invest- 
ment of time and personal energy. 

The result of contact between water and electricity 
can be serious, or even deadly. And in most instances, 
if potential safety hazards are taken into consideration 
and handled proactively, accidents and deaths could 
certainly be avoided. U39J0 'T J3-I9 

Pools, decks, slides and any other fixed, pool-related 
structures should be built at least 25 feet away from 

SIEC’s overhead distribution lines. This clearance is 
measured in any direction from the water level, edge of 
pool, adjacent fixed structure, etc. Ii you have any ques¬ 
tions on whether your installation will meet the require¬ 
ments, do not try to measure the clearance to the line 
yourself. Always contact SIEC prior to the installation. 
We will be happy to review your proposed installation to 
make sure it will meet safety requirements. 

For more information contact SIEC at 
1-800-762-1400 or visit www.siec.coop and 
www.SafeElectricity.org. 

Career Day 

(From left) Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Forestry Foreman Blayne Holshouser, Utility Serviceman Stanley Treat and 

Payroll & Capital Credit Specialist Bree Hileman give informative career and safety presentations to nearly 150 students on 

Career Day at Dongola School in April. 

Member prize 
In this issue of the JAMUP we printed the names of three SIEC members who are eligible to receive a $10 

credit toward their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section and it’s not part of the story, 
call Jerri with your account number at 800-762-1400 to claim your prize. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • May 2009 
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W CELEBRATING 70 YEARS!!! ^ 
SIEC Annual Meeting & Beauty Pageant - Thursday, August 6. ~ 

Mark your calendars. 

Office Closing 
The office of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative 
will be closed Monday, 

May 25 in observance of 
Memorial Day. 

11th Annual Wolf 

Lake Mud Truck & 

4-Wheeler Races 

Saturday, May 2 at 1 p.m. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Board of Directors 

G. Robert Inman (President) Pulaski Co. 

Scott L. Ury (Vice President) Union Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer) ...Massac Co. 

Dale Faughn  Massac Co. 

Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. 

Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. 

Barbara Pitts Union Co. 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

Dale E. Taake Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

Call today! 1-800-807-1837 
'Taxes and other regulatory charges not included. Certain restrictions and early termination fees may apply. Rates stated are for Illinois residents. Please call for details. In partnership with TransWorld Network. 

► Only 4.5C* per minute for all in-state 

calls! 

► Standard rate is 4.9C* per minute for all 

state-to-state calls. 

► Calling Card rate of 9.5 ^ per minute! 

► Great low international rates around the 

world! 

>- No monthly service charge, no 

minimum and no cost to join! 

► You don’t have to be a Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative customer to join! 

Savings so big, they’re outta 
this ballpark! m Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 
® Your Touchstone Energy®Partner 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 US. Highway 51 South • EO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. —4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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SIEC Sends Local Youth to Washington 
Representative Mike Best met 

with seven students representing 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera- 
tive (SIEC) during the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric and Telephone Cooperatives 
Youth Day on Wednesday, April 1, 
in Springfield. Students had an 
opportunity to view state govern¬ 
ment in action and tour the State 
Capitol, Illinois Supreme Court, 
Old State Capitol and the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum. 

Front row from left are: Amy 
Cain of Tamms, Jessica Whitaker 
of Wolf Lake, Jessica Tucker of 
Olive Branch, and Jana Cohoon 
of Metropolis. Back row from left 
are: Rep. Bost, Ty Gilliland of 
Dongola, Edreco Amos of Mounds, 
Alex Foeller of Anna and SIEC 
Director of Member Services Chris 
Boyd. Not pictured: Jensen Davis 
of Brookport and SIEC Director of 
Communications Jerri Schaefer. 

The day was sponsored by the 
Illinois electric and telephone co-ops 
and is designed to introduce young 
rural leaders to state government. 

Following Youth Day, the eight 
students were invited to a pizza 
party at the Co-op, where they went 
through a brief interview process, 
answering questions about their 
trip to Springfield, future goals and 
school/community activities. Two 
students were then selected to go 
on an all-expense paid “Youth to 
Washington” tour June 12 - 19. 
The winning students are Alex 
Foeller from Anna-Jonesboro High 

School and Edreco Amos from Me¬ 
ridian High School, apajg e?zo 

Foeller and Amos will be joined 

on the Youth to Washington tour 
by 2008 Miss SIEC Jenna Hamer 
of Dongola. 
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2009 Nominating Committee 
to Meet June 11,2009 

Members to serve on the 2008-2009 Nominating 
Committee were appointed by Carole Kelley, President 
of the Board of Directors, at the 2008 annual meeting of 
the members held Aug. 7, 2008. The committee will meet 
at the Cooperative headquarters, 7420 U.S. Highway 51 
South, Dongola, Illinois, at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 
11, to consider nominees for election to the board of 
directors at the 2009 annual meeting of members. 

The following committee members were appointed 
to the 2008-2009 Nominating Committee to represent 
their respective counties: 

Alexander County 
Delegate: Donald E. Masterson, 27222 Miller City 

Road, Olive Branch, IL 62969; 
Alternate: Richard Walker, 1 Comanche Drive, 

McClure, IL 62957. 

Johnson County 
Delegate: Betty Casey, 6855 State Route 146W, 

Buncombe, IL 62912; 
Alternate: Patty Allbritten, 6130 Indian Point 

Road, Belknap, IL 62908. 

Massac County 
Delegate: Orlis Harris, 7785 Waldo Church Road, 

Brookport, IL 62910; 

Alternate: Josh Reagor, 398 Halstenberg Road, 
Kamak, IL 62956. 

Pulaski County 
Delegate: Robert Heisner, 473 Big Stone Church 

Road, Grand Chain, IL 62941; 
Alternate: George Holhubner, P. O. Box 146, Ol¬ 

msted, IL 62970. 

Union County 
Delegate: Timothy Wayne Hammon, 9900 Lick 

Creek Road, Buncombe, IL 62912; 
Alternate: Glenn Heisner, 3605 Nash Road, 

Anna, IL 62906. 

The by-laws of the cooperative provide the nomina¬ 
tions to the board ot directors may be made by: (1) nomi¬ 
nating committee, (2) petition received not less than 25 
days prior to the actual meeting, signed by 15 or more 
active members, or (3) an active member from the floor 
at the annual meeting. The three-year terms of the direc¬ 
tors are expired alternately so that each year elections 
are held for a portion of the board. At the 2009 annual 
meeting, elections will be held for a director from each of 
these three counties: Massac, Pulaski and Union. 

Planned Outage Notification List 
for Critical Needs 

If you are on medical life support equipment that 
requires electricity to function, please make sure SIEC 
is aware of the condition. Contact us at (800) 762-1400 
with the name on the account, your service address, a 
primary and backup telephone number, a description 

of the equipment and whether this is a permanent or 
rehabilitation situation. A medical doctor’s note is also 
required for your member file. 

In the event of a planned outage, we will try to in¬ 
form you prior to the outage so you can take appropriate 
action during the time power will be off. It is important 
for those with the need of medical support equipment 
to have contingency plans, ja^uug ipjjnag 

Unplanned outages, such as storms, vehicle ac¬ 
cidents with electric poles or equipment failure, are 
beyond our control. This is why we recommend you 
have a backup or contingency plan. This may include 
a battery backup, a generator or another site where you 
can be transferred. We always do our best to restore 
everyone’s power as quickly and safely as possible, but if 
the medical equipment is essential to your well being, it 
is important to have an emergency plan ahead of time. 

Please call SIEC at (800) 762-1400 if you have any 
questions regarding our planned outage notification list. 

1EXANDER M MASSAC • UNION • PULASKt^ POPE 
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'yffit/wjti W/ec/Hc ^(w/zeMzUve 

•outhern Illinois Electric Cooperative is seeking entrants for the beauty pageant held in conjunction with 
the annual meeting of members, Thursday, August 6, 2009, at Shawnee College, Ullin, IL. 

Entrant MUST LIVE (Full Time) IN A HOME SERVED BY SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE. 
Entrant MUST BE 16-22 YEARS OF AGE, NEVER MARRIED AND HAS NOT GIVEN BIRTH. 
Previous first place winners are not eligible. jjassoaaQ STUUSQ 

Candidates will appear in gowns and one-piece swimsuits (no extreme cuts). 

2. 

3. 
4. 

% Miss SIEC 2009 will receive: 
$150 cash, crown, trophy, sash and an all 
expense paid trip to Washington, D.C., 
in June 2010. 

% First Runner-Up will receive: 

$100 cash, trophy and a gift. (In the event 
Miss SIEC cannot go to Washington, the 
First Runner-Up is given the opportunity.) 

Contestants will be judged as follows: 

I INTERVIEW-40% SWIMSUIT-30% EVENING GOWN-30% 

General Knowledge -10% Beauty-10% Beauty-10% 

Ache ivement-10% Poise-10% Charm-10% 

Vocabulary-10% Posture-10% Grace-10% 

Voice-10% 

G Second Runner-Up will receive: 

$75 cash, trophy and a gift. 

• Consolation prize: $50 cash to each 

non-winner. 

9 Miss Congeniality: Trophy to winner 
chosen by contestants. 

Residency Affidavit 
I agree to abide by the contest rules as set forth and herewith give my permission for the Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any contest publicity. 

I further certify that I am a resident in a home served by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

(Failure to comply with these rules will void the decision of the judges.) 

Deadline: July 15, 2009 
Print Name  

Birthdate Age 

Street/Route 

City  State Zip. 

Parents 

Account Number 

Phone   

E-mail  

Cellular 

Signature. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC ‘ UNION E 
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Member 
prize 

In this issue of the JAMUP, 
we printed the names of three 
SIEC members who are eligible 
to receive a $10 credit toward 
their utility bill. If you find your 
name printed in this center sec¬ 
tion and it’s not part of the sto¬ 
ry, call Jerri with your account 
number at 800-762-1400 to 
claim your prize. 

SIEC 70 Year 
Annual Meeting 

Anniversary 

Thursday, 
August 6,2009 

Shawnee 
Community College 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Board of Directors 

G. Robert Inman (President) Pulaski Co. 

Scott L. Ury (Vice President) Union Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer). Massac Co. 

Dale Faughn  Massac Co. 

Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. 

Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. 

Barbara Pitts Union Co. 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

Dale E. Taake  Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

Reminder: 
We Need Your Correct Primary 

Telephone Number! 
When reporting an outage 

through our automated outage 
reporting system, it is very impor¬ 
tant we have your correct, primary 
telephone number. Our outage re¬ 
porting system utilizes your primary 
telephone number through Caller 

I.D. This allows our dispatchers and 
crews to provide you with better ser¬ 
vice. If you have recently reported 
an outage and our system did not 
recognize your number, please con¬ 
tact the cooperative to update your 
records. Thank you! 

AMR Update 
As of the date of this writing 

(May 6, 2009), many members as¬ 
sociated with the Dongola, Karnak 
and Ullin substations no longer 
have to read their meters. They 
now receive billing statements 
from the Cooperative as part of our 

Automated Meter Reading (AMR) 
process. Progress is being made to¬ 
ward the Metropolis and Mill Creek 
substations. Continue to read your 
meter until you receive a letter from 
SIEC stating you no longer are re¬ 
quired to read your electric meter. 

New Madrid Earthquake 
Emergency Preparedness 

Conference 
Brought to you by the University of Illinois Extension 

Location: Harrah’s Conference Center, 100 East Front St., 
Metropolis, IL 62960 

Time: July 7, beginning at noon through 2 p.m., July 8* 

Fee: $50 per person, meals included 

Register: email preparesi@illinis.edu or contact Linda Poston 
at 618-833-6363 

Purpose: To educate residents living in the six-state area of the 
earthquake threat in the New Madrid and Wabash 
Valley Seismic Zones. The conference is also intended 
to expand the reach of the program and inform residents/ 
business owners how to prepare for a large magnitude 
earthquake, to help them survive and cope with the 
aftermath of such an event. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • P.O. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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Please join us 

August 6,2009 at Shawnee 

Community College, Ullin, IL 

Enjoy: 
Early Bird Prizes 

t 

Miss SIEC 2009 Pageant 

Door Prizes 

Registration Gifts 

Entertainment 
• 

Election of Three 
Directors Annual Meeting of Members 

August 6, 2009 

Registration: 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Business Meeting: 7:00 p.m. 
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Renewable Energy Is Closer Than You 

May Think ••• but at what cost? 
Some members in our area are very 

interested in the potential of re¬ 

newable energy. SI EC too supports 

the development of new technology, 

because we know that using renew¬ 

able sources of energy is just one way 

to stretch our energy supply. In fact, 

SIEC recently developed net meter¬ 

ing and inter-connection policies to 

help our members with renewable 

energy projects. 

Like most co-ops nationwide, 

we don’t actually generate our own 

power. Our power is generated by 

Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 

tive (SIPC) at Lake of Egypt. Several 

years ago, SIPC realized the impor¬ 

tance of developing and using renew¬ 

able energy sources. 

For many years SIPC has been 

receiving hydropower from the 

SouthEastern Power Administra¬ 

tion. This represents 7-10 percent of 

SI PC’s base-load generation. Hydro- 

power is one of the oldest sources of 

renewable energy. 1H"!T *3 

SIPC is also one of the founding 

members of a new cooperative called 
the National Renewables Cooperative 

Organization (NRCO). Its purpose 

i 

SIEC appreck 

Future” campaign, 

demand, rising rat 

gether if we want t 

Over 300,000 

with electric co-op: 

those of you who t 

dl 

lOUl 
ites the efforts hundreds of you (our members) are making toward the “Our Energy, Our 

More people are realizing that America is headed for an electricity crisis. With increasing 

es and transmission overload, it’s time Congress and electric cooperative members work to- 

o keep electricity safe, reliable and affordable. 

consumers across the nation have joined this effort, asking their elected officials to work 

s to meet both federal public policy goals and the need for affordable, reliable electricity. For 

vould still like to join this effort, visit www.ourenergy.coop or call 800-762-1400. 

 ^ 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • R0. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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is to coordinate a national effort in 

developing renewable-generation 

resources. NRCO provides the oppor¬ 

tunity for generation and transmission 

plants to diversify their generation 

portfolio with renewable energy 

sources such as wind, solar, biomass, 

methane, etc. 

Today, the technology available 

to create renewable electricity is ex¬ 
pensive. SIEC encourages additional 

innovation and continued develop¬ 

ment of technology in order to de¬ 

crease the costs of renewable energy. 

Balancing environmental goals by 

increasing the use of renewable ener¬ 

gy at this time is an expensive option. 

Based on today's technology, it is dif¬ 

ficult for SIEC to embrace renewable 

energy projects because of the nega¬ 

tive impact on your electric rates. We 

will continue to keep your interests 

in mind as this debate continues. 

6 



Miss SIEC Jenna Harner 
The current Miss SIEC Jenna 

Harner will be giving up her 
crown on Thursday, August 6 at 
the 2009 Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative Annual Meeting Beauty 
Pageant. Harner is the daughter of 
Scott and Janet Harner of Dongola. 
She recently graduated from Anna- 
Jonesboro High School. She has two 
sisters, Johnna and Janna. Harner 
gave the following information in a 
recent interview: 

Q. What was it like being Miss 
SIEC this past year? 
A. It’s been a really nice experience. 
I have really enjoyed representing the 
Southern Illinois Electric Co-op at 
several parades and at a Miner’s base¬ 
ball game. Everyone has been very 
helpful and nice, and I am also look¬ 
ing forward to representing SIEC on 
the Washington, D.C. trip. 

Q. What advice can you offer the 
2009 Miss SIEC queen candidates? 
A. It is a very fun pageant. I rec¬ 
ommend this pageant to any young 
woman. My advice would be to keep 
on trying regardless of the results. 

Q. Describe how you have benefited 
as our queen? 
A. The gift I received when winning 
was very beneficial, and I am con¬ 
fident that the trip to Washington, 
D.C. will be an extraordinary learn¬ 
ing experience. The pageant itself 
contributed to my interview skills, 
my poise, and my confidence. 

Q. What activities you have been 
involved with this past year? 
A. Spanish Club, Beta Club, Schol¬ 
ar Bowl, WISE Team, Math Team, 
Mu Alpha Theta, Student Council, 
Abstinence Panel, Concert Choir, 
Local Honor Society, Top Ten, Activ 
ities Committee at my church, local 
theatre productions, local church 
choirs, sponsoring and volunteering 
with World Vision. 

Q. What are your college plans? 
A. I plan on attending Shawnee 
Community College and earning 
my Associate of Science and then 

transferring to a University to major 
in Secondary Education with an em¬ 
phasis in mathematics and a minor 
in Spanish. 

Q. What are your career plans? 
A. To become a High School math 
teacher, uunpma 'S pMacjs 

Q. Is there anything else you 
would like for our readers to 
know about you ? 
A. I love my nephew Elias Scott 
Harner who will be one year old soon. 

If you would like to enter the 2009 Miss SIEC Beauty 
Pageant, please see Page 9 of this magazine for an 
entry form. Deadline for all entries is July 15. 

ALEXANDER MASSAC UNION PULASKI POPE 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • July 2009 
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Louie 
the 
Lightning 

Bug1 9 § 

Remember: 
> Never fly kites near power lines. 

> Never climb trees near power lines. 

>awav1ffderSandantennae away from power lines. 

> NEVER go near downed 

^Power lines or substations. 
v ^eP Angers and other 
>»Jjec*«,„ajfremelMtricai 

>tooVm 0Veri0ad °UtletS ^th too many piugs_ 

> Never pmiapiug°ut bythe 

>f!!fLU
J
Sean^hi^witha 

cord and plug around water 

>«ffiJMyU0Obe5’Wto,the 

Dozens of K-2 students at Shaumee Elementary School in McClure listened to elec¬ 

tricity presentations given by Director of Member Services Chris Boyd and Utility 

Serviceman Stanley Treat as part of Shawnee South’s annual Farm Day Program. 

Boyd and Treat explained how electricity works, discussed the dangers and stressed 

the importance of electrical safety. All students were given electricity safety coloring 

books and Louie the Lightning Bug book marks. STAEJX PiAKQ 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Board of Directors 

G. Robert Inman (President) Pulaski Co. 

Scott L. Dry (Vice President) Union Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer) ...Massac Co. 

Dale Faughn  Massac Co. 

Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. 

Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. 

Barbara Pitts Union Co. 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

Dale E. Taake     Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

Membership Prize 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUP, we have printed the names of 

three members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative who are eligible 
to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name 
printed in this center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at 
the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply $ 10 
toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 6< 



Annual Meeting Program 

Registration 

August 6,2009 

5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Cut out registration card on the outside cover of magazine to register for 
door prizes. Each member registering will receive one $15 credit to apply on their electric 
bill. In addition, drawings will be before and after the meeting for attendance prizes. Reg' 
istration will be inside the River Room. 

Entertainment Ashley Hatfield will be performing from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Appearance of beauty contestants in swimsuit competition at 6:30 p.m. 

Early bird prizes will given out at the conclusion of the swimsuit competition. 

Meeting Begins 7 p.m. 

Call to order G. Robert Inman, President 
Invocation 
National Anthem Miss SIEC 2007, Stacie Hines 
Welcome Larry Lovell, Manager 

Business Meeting 
Reading of the 2008 Minutes 
Official Meeting Notice C. Larry Fisher, Secretary 
President’s and Manager’s Report 
Nominating Committee Report Orlis Harris, Secretary 
Balloting for Directors Ronald E. Osman, Attorney 
Unfinished Business 
New Business 

Adjournment of Business Meeting 
Introduction of Visitors 
Recognition of Former Miss SIEC Queens 
Performance by Ms. Ashley Hatfield 
Completion of 2009 Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Pageant 
More Prize Giveaways 
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Nominating Committee Minutes 
The nominating committee appointed by the president 

with the approval of the membership, met at the 
headquarters building at 6:30 p.m., June 11, 2009, to 
nominate three directors for three-year terms. 

The following voting delegates were present: 
Donald E. Masterson, Alexander County; Betty Casey, 
Johnson County; Orlis Harris, Massac County; Robert 
Heisner, Pulaski County; and, Timothy Wayne Ham- 
mon, Union County. The following voting alternates 
were present: Richard R. Walker, Alexander County; 
Patty Allbritten, Johnson County; Josh Reagor, Massac 
County; George Holhubner, Pulaski County; and, Glenn 
Russell Heisner, Union County. Attorney Ronald E. 
Osman and Administrative Assistant Cathleen Belcher 
were also present at the meeting. 

Attorney Osman explained the duties of the nomi¬ 
nating committee and the portion of the by-laws perti¬ 
nent to the nomination of directors. He also explained 
the following methods by which directors may be nomi¬ 
nated: 

• by a nominating committee, 
• by a petition of fifteen members in writing, or 
• by nominations from the floor at the members’ an¬ 

nual meeting. 

Attorney Osman acted as temporary chairperson 
until the election of a permanent chairperson. 

Orlis Harris nominated Betty Casey to act as 
chairperson. A motion was made by Orlis Harris, and 
seconded by Donald E. Masterson, to close nominations 
and elect Betty Casey as chairperson by acclamation. 
Motion carried. 

Chairperson Casey appointed Orlis Harris to act as 
secretary. 

Chairperson Casey asked for nominations for direc¬ 
tor from Massac County. A motion was made by Orlis 
Harris to nominate Dale Faughn as director for Massac 
County. A motion was made by Donald E. Masterson 
and seconded by Timothy Wayne Hammon to close 
nominations and nominate by acclamation Dale Faughn 
as director for Massac County. Motion carried. 

Chairperson Casey asked for nominations for direc¬ 
tor from Pulaski County. A motion was made by Robert 
Heisner to nominate G. Robert Inman as director for 
Pulaski County. A motion was made by Orlis Harris and 
seconded by Timothy Wayne Hammon to close nomina¬ 
tions and nominate by acclamation G. Robert Inman as 
director for Pulaski County. Motion carried. 

Chairperson Casey asked for nominations for direc¬ 
tor from Union County. A motion was made by Timo¬ 
thy Wayne Hammon to nominate Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr. 
as director for Union County. A motion was made by 
Donald E. Masterson and seconded by Robert Heisner 
to close nominations and nominate by acclamation Ira 
Dugan Tripp, Jr. as director for Union County. Motion 
carried. 

Chairperson Casey called for any unfinished busi¬ 
ness. Hearing none, Chairperson Casey called for any 
new business to be brought before the Committee. 
Upon hearing none, Chairperson Casey asked for a mo¬ 
tion to adjourn the meeting. A motion was made by 
Orlis Harris and seconded by Robert Heisner to adjourn. 
Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

In addition to the three nominations, four board member petitions 
have been filed* Learn more about your potential board members in 

the Profiles of Board Candidates sertion on Page 9 of the 
Illinois Country Living* Voting will take plate at the 

2009 Annual Meeting on Thursday, Aug. 6. 

Board Member - Retirement 
Barbara Pitts (Union County) 

Barbara Pitts of Buncombe is retiring from the board of directors of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative. Having represented Union County, she was first elected to the 

board in July 1997. 
Barbara and husband Fred are life-long residents of Union County. The Pitts have 

four children, five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren, all living in the immediate 
area. 

She is a graduate of Anna-Jonesboro Community High School and Southern Illinois 
University with a major in political science. Barbara and Fred spent several years as active 
farmers raising cattle, hay and pasture crops. Barbara is also retired from the Social Secu¬ 
rity Administration after 27 years. 

• ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • I mm 
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Minutes of the 69th Annual Meeting 
The 69th annual meeting of the members of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative was at 
Shawnee Community College, Ullin, 111., on Aug. 

7, 2008, pursuant to Section 1, Article II of the 
bylaws and notice of the Secretary dated the 28th 
day of July 2008. 

Board President Carole Kelley called the 
meeting to order at 7 p.m. with a quorum present. 

SIEC employee Allen Plott offered the 
invocation. The National Anthem was sung by 

2007 Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Stacie Lynn Hines. 

Chris Bennett, Director of Administration 
and Finance, conducted the drawing for the early 
bird prizes. 

Cooperative Manager Larry Lovell ex¬ 
tended a welcome to all members who had come 
to participate in the annual meeting proceedings. 
Mr. Lovell introduced the Board of Directors, 

Cajole J. Kelley, Board President, Johnson Coun¬ 
ty; Dale Faughn, Vice-President, Massac County'; 
Dale E. Taake, Secretary-Treasurer, Pulaski 
County; Charles Larry Fisher, Massac County; G. 
Robert Inman, Pulaski County; Richard D. Moss, 
Alexander County; Barbara Pitts, Union County; 
Raymond C. Snell, Alexander County; and Scott 
L. Ury, Union County. Also introduced was the 
Cooperative’s Attorney, Ronald E. Osman of 
Marion and Dongola. 

Dale Taake, Secretary-Treasurer, read 
the proof of mailing notice and official meeting 
notice. Taake introduced a motion to accept and 
approve the minutes as mailed in the Official 
Meeting Notice or distributed at registration and 
to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Mo¬ 
tion was seconded by William E. Littrell. Motion 
carried. 

President Kelley gave the President’s report. 
She then introduced Larry Lovell, Executive Vice 
President/General Manager of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative to give the Manager’s report. 

Lovell introduced Betty Casey, of the 
Nominating Committee, to read the Nominating 

Committee report. President Kelley asked for a 
motion to approve the minutes of the Nominating 
Committee. The motion was made by William E. 
Littrell and seconded by Larry E. Theis. Motion 
carried. 

President Kelley then announced the 
Nominating Committee chosen for 2008-2009. 
They are: 

Alexander County 
Delegate - Donald E. Masterson, Olive Branch 

Alternate - Richard Walker, McClure 
Johnson County 

Delegate - Betty Casey, Buncombe 
Alternate - Patty Allbritten, Belknap 

Massac County 

Delegate - Orlis Harris, Brookport 
Alternate - Josh Reagor, Karnak 

Pulaski County 

Delegate - Robert Heisner, Grand Chain 
Alternate - George Holhubner, Olmsted 

Union County 
Delegate - Timothy Wayne Hammon, 

Buncombe 
Alternate - Glenn Heisner, Anna 

President Kelley introduced Attorney Ron¬ 
ald E. Osman and turned the meeting over to him 
to conduct the election of directors. 

Attorney Osman explained the bylaws as 
they pertain to the election of directors and stated 
the Nominating Committee appointed at the last 
annual meeting is provided for in these bylaws. 
He further mentioned the qualifications of direc¬ 
tors and the procedure for election of the same. 

Attorney Osman explained the three ways 
of nominating directors, namely, (1) nominations 
by nominating committee; (2) nominations by 
petition; and (3) nominations from the floor. 

Attorney Osman reported that at the meet¬ 
ing on June 3, 2008, the nominating committee 
nominated the following individuals for three year 
terms: 

Alexander County - Raymond C. Snell 
Johnson County - Carole J. Kelley 

Massac County - C. Larry Fisher 

Attorney Osman then proceeded with the 
election of directors. 

Attorney Osman said that Raymond C. 
Snell has been nominated by the Nominating 
Committee for election to a three year term in 
Alexander County. No nominations by petition 
have been filed. There were no nominations 
from the floor. The motion was made by M. Dare 
Aden and seconded by William E. Littrell to close 
nominations and have the secretary cast a unani¬ 
mous ballot by acclamation. Motion carried. 

Attorney Osman said that Carole J. Kelley 
has been nominated by the Nominating Commit¬ 
tee for election to a three year term in Johnson 
County. No nominations by petition have been 
filed. There were no nominations from the floor. 
A motion by Kenneth Ray Taake and second by 
Larry E. Theis was made to close nominations 
and have the secretary cast a unanimous ballot by 
acclamation. Motion carried. 

Attorney Osman said that C. Larry Fisher 
has been nominated by the Nominating Com¬ 
mittee for election to a three year term in Massac 
County. No nominations by petition have been 
filed. There were no nominations from the floor. 
A motion was made by Jesse Howard Goines and 
seconded by Raymond R. Thorby to close nomi¬ 
nations and have the secretary cast a unanimous 

ballot by acclamation. Motion carried. 
President Kelley asked if there was any 

unfinished business to be brought before the 
meeting, being none President Kelley then asked 

if there was any new business, hearing none Presi¬ 

dent Kelley then asked for a motion to adjourn 
the business portion of the meeting. The motion 

was made by Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr., and seconded 
by Jerry D. Palmer. Motion carried. 

President Kelley then asked Mr. Bennett to 
return to the podium to conduct a special prize 
give-a-way drawing for children 12 and under. 

Mr. Lovell returned to the stage to intro¬ 
duce the staff members from the Association of Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives in Springfield, Illinois. 
In attendance were: Norman Conrad, General 
Counsel; John Lowrey, Manager of Information 
and Editor of Illinois Country Living Magazine; 
Paul Dow, Coordinator of Video Productions; and 
Frank Seward, Field Services Representative. 

Lovell next introduced N. Duane Noland, 
President and Chief Executive Officer for the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
invited him to address the members. 

President Kelley and Mr. Lovell recognized 
Cooperative employee, Teddy L. Eamhart, for 25 
years of service with the Cooperative. Mr. Eam¬ 

hart was unable to attend the meeting. 
President Kelley and Mr, Lovell presented 

retirement recognition plaques to Cooperative 
employees Barry E. Clark and Angela Loraine 
McGee. 

President Kelley and Mr. Lovell presented 
special recognition plaques to SIEC’s Youth to 
Washington Winners, Daniel Kerley and Ayesha 
Ahmad. 

Lovell introduced Ashley Hatfield, Miss 
Illinois 2007, and emcee for the beauty pageant. 

Ms. Hatfield explained the rules and prizes 
of the beauty contest and introduced the judges 
for the competition: Terri Harfst of Carterville, Il¬ 
linois, Academic Scholarship Coordinator Interim 
Director of Financial Aid at Southern Illinois 
University, Carbondale; Ralph Graham, Marion, 
Illinois, of Graham & Associates Financial Group, 
LLC in Marion and Collinsville; and, Bryce 
Cramer, District Office and Member Services 
Manager for Egyptian Electric Cooperative in 
Murphysboro, Illinois. 

Hatfield stated the swimsuit portion of the 
competition was conducted prior to the begin¬ 

ning of the annual meeting. She introduced the 
contestants for the evening gown competition. 
She then asked the contestants to leave the stage 
while the judges tallied the results of the beauty 
pageant. 

Hatfield introduced Stacie Lynn Hines, 
Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 2007, 
and invited her to talk about her year represent¬ 
ing the Cooperative. 

The retiring queen crowned Jenna Eliza¬ 
beth Hamer of Dongola, Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 2008. First runner up was 
Kaci R. Clary of Jonesboro. Second runner up 

was Carly Draper of Alto Pass. Miss Congeniality 

was Natalie McCall of Jonesboro. 
Other contestants were: Lorena Olandes 

Godinez, Katherine Addie Inman, Amber Lance, 
April Mae Lang, Samantha Nance, Sydney 
Scherer and Stephanie Rae Wilson. 

The directors adjourned to reorganize. 

More door prizes were awarded following 
the beauty pageant. 
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BALANCE SHEET ANALYSIS FOR THE YTD AS OF DECEMBER 31 
ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 2008 2007 
Total Utility Plant $57,552,643.00 $52,557,711.00 

Accum. Provision for Depreciation U3.971.664.00') (13.119.982.00) 

Net Utility Plant $43,580,979.00 $39,437,729.00 

Total Other Property & Investments 9,464,004.00 8,948,157.00 

Total Current & Accrued Assets 2.219.066.00 2.827.087.00 

Total Assets & Other Debits $55,264,049.00 $51,212,973.00 

LIABILITIES AND OTHER CREDITS 
Memberships $133,525.00 $131,770.00 

Patronage Capital 23,531,568.00 24,631,514.00 

Other Margins & Equities 30.664.00 30.664.00 

Total Margins & Equities $23,695,757.00 $24,793,948.00 

Total Long-Term Debt 22,311,770.00 17,258,863.00 

Total Other Noncurrent Liabilities 4,212,147.00 4,835,168.00 

Total Current & Accrued Liabilities 5,028,297.00 4,306,292.00 

Deferred Credits 16.078.00 18.702.00 

Total Liabilities & Other Credits $55,264,049.00 $51,212,973.00 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AS OF DECEMBER 31 
2008 2007 

OPERATING REVENUE $22,220,104.00 $22,023,440.00 

COST OF PURCHASED POWER 14,066,188.00 13,117,287.00 

OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE EXPENSE 6.889.384.00 5.275.862.00 

TOTAL OPERATIONS & MAINT EXPENSE 20,955,572.00 18,393,149.00 

DEPRECIATION & AMORT. EXPENSE 1,725,900.00 1,649,588.00 

INTEREST ON LONG-TERM DEBT 1,041,925.00 968,771.00 

OTHER COST OF ELECTRIC SERVICE 219.567.00 205.907.00 

TOTAL COST OF ELECTRIC SERVICE $23,942,964.00 $21,217,415.00 

OPERATING MARGINS ($1,722,860.00) $806,025.00 

NON-OPERATING MARGINS 622.914.00 445.233.00 

NET PATRONAGE CAPITAL OR MARGIN ($1,099,946.00) $1,251,258.00 

1 OPERATING STATISTICS 2008 2007 
TOTAL KWH PURCHASED 220,863,037 223,322,395 

TOTAL KWH SOLD 204,223,279 209,604,929 

TOTAL KWH USED BY COOPERATIVE 384,090 318,652 

NEW SERVICES ADDED 199 255 

SERVICES RETIRED 205 188 

NET CHANGES IN TOTAL SERVICES (6) 67 

TOTAL SERVICES IN PLACE 13,731 13,737 

CONNECTED MEMBERS 11,701 11,665 

IDLE SERVICES 2,148 2,134 

SECURITY LIGHTS IN PLACE 5,176 5,200 

MILES OF LINE 2,120 2,120 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Southern Illinois Cooperative's 

Published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

August 2009 

Notice is hereby given that the 2009 annual meeting of the 
members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative will be at Shaw¬ 
nee Community7 College, Ullin, 111., at 7 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 6, 
2009, to take action upon the following matters. 

1. The report of the officers, directors, manager and commit¬ 
tees. 

2. The election of three directors of the Cooperative. 
3. The matters and business set out in the remainder of this 

notice and any other matter of business that may be properly 
brought before the meeting or any adjournment or adjourn¬ 
ments thereof. 

In connection with the election of directors scheduled for this 
meeting, the following members have been nominated by the com¬ 
mittee of nominations, appointed by the president of the Coopera¬ 
tive pursuant to the bylaws: 

Massac County Dale Faughn (three year term) 

Pulaski County. G. Robert Inman (three year term) 

Union County. Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr. (three year term) 

In connection with the election of directors scheduled for this 
meeting, the following members have hied by petition: 

Massac County. Rollo Burnett (three year term) 

Union County. William E. Littrell (three year term) 

Union County7. David O. Karraker (three year term) 

Union County. John Easier (three year term) 

Additional nominations for directors of the Cooperative may be 
made from the floor at the meeting. 

Given at Dongola, Illinois, this 27th day of July 2009. 

C. Larry Fisher, 
Secretary-Treasurer 

 Official Registration  
Cut out and bring to the meeting for registration and drawing of prizes. 

This is the Official 
Meeting Notice. 

No booklet will be 
mailed. Refer to pages 

9 and 16a through 
16d of magazine for 

additional information. 



2009 President and General Manager's Report 

Larry Lovell G. Robert Inman 
General Manager President 

The 70th annual meeting of members of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative will 

be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 6, 2009 at 

Shawnee Community College in Ullin, 111. We 

invite you and your family to attend and par¬ 

ticipate in this year’s annual meeting. 

Changing Times, 

Unchanging Principles 

We are living in a time of change. Change is 

a difficult concept for many. For some it means 

prosperity and opportunity. Others are uncom¬ 

fortable with change. It disrupts their lives and 

they can’t see whether the glass is half empty or 

half full. 

It will be documented in history that 2008 

- 2009 presented challenges that U.S. citizens 

were not prepared to handle. Our stock market 

took a gut-wrenching dive. Pensions and some 

personal savings were lost. Growing unemploy¬ 

ment and a crumbling housing market left some 

bankrupt. We saw the biggest government bail¬ 

out of private industry ever passed. Although 

gas prices came down from record levels, we are 

still faced with huge energy problems to solve. 

The initiatives for dependable and afford¬ 

able power must remain front and center in this 

nation’s and this Co-op’s planning. We can’t 

afford to take for granted the energy resources 

we’ve enjoyed. More generating plants must 

be built to provide dependable power, and we 

at Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative will 

continue lobbying our leaders for their support. 

Coal, nuclear, natural gas, hydro, wind, solar, 

and biomass energy are all viable options, but 

the renewable energy sources will take time and 

money to develop. We will need all of these 

options to insure the comforts we have become 

accustomed to. 

But not only are we facing the need to build 

new generating plants, we are also facing cli¬ 

mate change legislation. Keeping electricity 

bills affordable is going to be a real challenge. 

Carbon reductions and new costs are coming, 

either by legislation or regulation. 

If Congress fails to act on climate change, it 

is very likely that the EPA will regulate carbon 

emissions under the Clean Air Act. In fact, the 

EPA is preparing to do just that. 

Unfortunately, the Clean Air Act is not 

well-suited to addressing global climate change. 

It was developed primarily to address local and 

regional air quality' issues, not global scale is¬ 

sues. Further, the framework established by the 

act would create a confusing and complicated 

regulatory system that would lead to what Rep. 

John Dingell called a “glorious mess.” Well- 

crafted legislation is a better solution. 

The legislative effort to address climate 

change concerns by limiting emissions of 

carbon dioxide (CO,) and other greenhouse 

gases as a part of the national energy strategy 

has taken center stage in Washington. The 

U.S. House of Representatives voted on Friday, 

June 26, 2009 to approve the bill HR 2454 the 

“American Clean Energy7 and Security' Act of 

2009" (ACES). This is potentially the most 

destructive legislation in our country’s history. 

The bill’s main focus is to put in place a sys¬ 

tem by which carbon-dioxide (CO,) emissions 

are ultimately reduced. The unfortunate news 

is that CO, touches all our lives in some way 

such as mowing your yard, taking that car or 

motorcycle trip, the fizz in your soda, exhaling 

when you breathe, and of course in the produc¬ 

tion of goods and services (electricity being 

one). 

Since there is no commercially available 

technology to control carbon emissions, it is ef¬ 

fectively a tax on burning fossil fuels including 

gasoline, LP gas, natural gas and coal. Every 

American will pay this “tax” just for flipping on 

a switch or driving a car. 

While the Senate and Senate/U-S. House 

of Representatives’ Committees must decide 

numerous details in developing the final legisla¬ 

tion to reduce CO, emissions, several key issues 

deserve particular attention: 

• Stringency and timing of caps - this has the 

biggest impact on the program’s cost and will 

determine the public’s willingness to sustain 

the policy over time. 

• Allocating carbon emission allowances to 

keep the program affordable, or auctioning 

them to the highest bidder to raise revenue. 

• Whether to allow Wall Street speculators to 

drive up emission allowance prices, thereby 

setting electricity prices for all electricity 

consumers. 

• Inclusion of an “economic safety valve” to 

protect against energy7 price spikes and allow 

for prudent planning and robust economic 

growth. 

• Scope of the program (covering the entire 

economy or only specific sectors). 

• Whether to allow use of agricultural and 

other “offsets.” 

• How to promote advanced technology re¬ 

search, development and deployment. 

• How to address other companies’ emis¬ 

sions that make up more than 75 percent of 

worldwide emissions. 

When SIPC recently ran the numbers for 

carbon emissions, management estimated an 

impact to the homeowners in our region of 

$240-$ 1300 per year, per home; moreover, if 

the bill moves forward (as is) through the Sen¬ 

ate and is signed by the President, it will leave 

open the potential for market speculation. If 

market speculation occurs, utility bills could 

jump to several thousand dollars per year for 

each homeowner. 

What can you do as a Cooperative member 

to help? I urge you to contact your elected 

officials and tell them to develop a simple, 

affordable and effective solution. An easy way 

to contact them is through the Cooperative’s 

“Our Energy, Our Future” Campaign. It is 

important that you contact your elected offi¬ 

cials, especially Senators, before the legislation 

is passed. 

Through the “Our Energy, Our Future” 

campaign, co-op members across the country 

have delivered more than 1.5 million messages 

to Congress. Those postcards, letters and e- 

mails have asked three critical questions about 

energy capacity, technology and affordability. 

There is no getting around it, as our nation 

addresses energy7 and environmental issues, the 

cost of electricity will increase. You can make 

a difference by continuing a conversation with 

your elected officials about reliable, affordable, 

and environmentally responsible electric power. 

For those of you who have already joined in, 

thank you. Please visit www.ourenergy.coop 

today and keep this conversation going. The 

stakes for doing nothing are just too great. 

The objective of America’s 900-plus electric 

cooperatives is to help Congress develop and 

pass a simple, affordable, flexible, and effective 

piece of legislation to address the nation’s en¬ 

ergy and climate change objectives. 

In 2009, electricity is intertwined with every7 

American’s quality of life and the nation’s eco¬ 

nomic productivity. In 1932, President Frank¬ 

lin Roosevelt declared that electricity was a 

necessity, not a luxury. He committed to mak¬ 

ing it available and affordable to all Americans. 

We must not turn back on that commitment 

from over 70 years ago. We do not have to, 

and should not, in climate change legislation. 

Maintaining the affordability of electricity is 

the principle against which cooperatives will 

judge all climate change and energy legislation. 



(lIIMiflElSGtSigCMto ^ 

2009 ANNUAL MiETING TREASURER'S REPORT 
Located elsewhere 

in this newslet¬ 
ter are the financial 
reports of the Coop¬ 
erative for the Year 
2008. Considering 

C. Larry Fisher that we had an ice 
Secretary-Treasurer storm jn February 

2008 that cost us ap¬ 
proximately $2.8 million and received 
no assistance from FEMA, your Coop¬ 
erative had a very successful year - we 
delivered to you efficient, reliable and, 
as economically as possible, low cost 
electricity. Our total operating rev¬ 
enue for the year was approximately 
$22.2 million, with the majority (81 
percent) of it coming from our farm 
and residential members. The second 
largest group of members providing 
us revenue was our small commercial 
members, providing just under 12 
percent of our total revenue for the 
year. Overall, our members’ averaged 
just 10.76 cents per kWh purchased. 
Some of the different rate codes aver¬ 
aged higher or lower, but the overall 
average cost to our members was just 
10.76 cents per kWh. Our revenues 
grew slightly in 2008, as we had an ap¬ 
proximate 12.44 percent rate increase 
in September 2008, but our actual 
kWh sales decreased by about 2.57 
percent. 

The cost of purchased power still re¬ 
mains our largest expense, comprising 
about 63.3 percent of our total reve¬ 
nue, or almost 63.3 cents of every dol¬ 
lar we receive. Due to the terrible ice 
storm we had in February 2008, opera¬ 
tions and maintenance expense for 
our system required about 19.6 cents 
of each dollar this past year and our 
member billing, administration and 
general expenses required about 11.4 
cents. Depreciation of our system 
was about 7.8 cents of each dollar re¬ 
ceived; interest expense on long-term 
debt accounted for about 4.7 cents of 
each dollar and other miscellaneous 
was just under 1 cent of every dollar 
received. Due to the financial loss 
from the ice storm, our net operating 
margins for the year was a deficit of 
$1,722,860 or approximately a .0084 
cents loss for every kWh sold - stated 
differently, for every kWh we sold, we 
lost 8/10ths of a cent! We did, how¬ 
ever, receive some interest income of 
about $61,838 from our cash balances 
and we received $561,076 in “alloca¬ 
tions” of capital credits (non-cash) 
from cooperatives that we belong to, 
such as Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative, our banker in Flerndon, VA 
(NRUCFC), and from some vendors 
of equipment and supplies. Our finan¬ 
cial statements show net total deficit 

margins of $1,099,946. 
Our total plant continues to be 

upgraded and added to as needed. 
Our total miles of line at the end of 
2008 remained unchanged at 2,120 
miles. Our membership continues 
to grow a little each year and with it 
comes some expansion or reconfigura¬ 
tion of the electrical system. Due in 
a large part to the ice storm, we had 
an increase in the cost of our plant by 
almost $5 million and our net total as¬ 
sets by over $4 million. We borrowed 
$6 million last year from NRUCFC 
due to both the ice storm and the cost 
of supplies continuing to increase. As 
of this writing, we are in the aftermath 
of an additional catastrophic ice storm 
that hit us on January 27th, 2009. We 
have estimated the cost of this storm 
to be $6.3 million and fortunately, 
after much effort by your Cooperative 
leadership and the respective county 
officials, FEMA assistance has been 
granted and we are hopeful that 75% 
of the expense of this storm will be 
reimbursed by FEMA. 

Please feel free to contact our office 
if you have any questions about our 
financial condition. We’re committed 
to you, our members, and we promise 
to continue to work on your behalf to 
make sure we are providing the best 
possible service at a reasonable cost. 

mm Mm 
$300 cash 
mm® Rfc 

$100 cash 
IJWtM 

$50 cash 

As in the past, all three prizes will be given away as 
the last three prizes of the evening. 

All registration cards will be returned to the “cage” for 
this drawing. 

These cash prizes are courtesy of SOUTHERN 
IFFINOIS FFECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Don’t forget the EARLY BIRD prizes. Come early and 
register for this drawing. Members must be present for 
ALL prizes. 

: UTV 



Ashley Hatfield 
Former Miss Illinois Ashley Hatfield of Anna is a 

talented vocalist who continues to perform and 
entertain professionally throughout the state. 

In January 2008, Ashley competed for the title 
of Miss America. She also appeared on the TLC 
reality series, Miss America Reality Check, in which 
she famously stood up for her own ideals and self- 
image - a move that earned her the respect of the 
show’s advisory board, her fellow contestants and 

women throughout our nation. 
Ashley fulfilled her duties as Miss Illinois after 

traveling the state as an ambassador for Children’s 
Miracle Network, Character Counts!, and her per¬ 
sonal platform, Breast Cancer; Action, Awareness 
and Advocacy. Currently, she serves as a board mem¬ 
ber for both the regional division of the American 
Cancer Society7 and the SI Opry. 

Miss SIEC 1954-2008 
(Celebrating 55 years of the Miss SIEC Pageant by recognizing visiting past queens and current candidates) 

State of Illinois ) 

) 

County of Union ) 

Proof Of Mailing 

I, C. Larry Fisher, being duly sworn, on oath, state that I am duly elected, qualified and am acting secretary of the Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, (hereinafter called the Cooperative) that on the 27th day of July, 2009, every member of the Co¬ 
operative was mailed with postage thereon prepaid, a copy of the Illinois Country Living JAMUP that contained a notice of the 
regular meeting of the members of the Cooperative to be held on August 6, 2009, that the above and foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of the JAMUP containing said notice. 

C. Larry Fisher, Secretary-Treasurer 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS 27TH DAY OF JULY, 2009. 

SEAL 

Cathleen Belcher, Notary Public 
256 Twin Springs Loop 
Anna, IL 62906 



Annual Meeting Recap 

(L'R) Larry Lovell, Rollo Burnett, Bill Littrell and Robert Inman 

Members of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (SIEC) 

attending the co-op’s 70th annual 
meeting on Thursday, August 6 at 
the Shawnee Community College 
heard reports on the series of dev¬ 
astating ice storms and a growing 
political storm over climate change 
legislation. Because of the ice storm 
expenses and increasing power costs, 
members were also warned of the 
probability of a rate increase later 
this year. 

General Manager and Executive 
Vice President Larry' Lovell said the 
ice storm that hit the Co-op in Feb¬ 
ruary of 2008 caused $2.8 million in 
damages, but the area did not meet 
the criteria for FEMA assistance. 

The Co-op and its members 
were hit again just 12 months later 
by an ice storm that was even worse. 
The January 2009 ice storm outage 
lasted 14 days and caused $6.3 mil¬ 
lion in damages. 

Lovell said, “Fortunately, the 
area was designated for FEMA as¬ 
sistance this time. The Co-op will 
be reimbursed for 75 percent of the 
approved costs. We think it is likely 
that we will receive around $4.25 
million from FEMA.” He said clean 
up from the storm is ongoing and 
may not be completed until the 
spring of 2010. 

Lovell said the Co-op’s board, 
management and staff continue to 
look for ways to control costs yet 
still provide reliable power and de¬ 
pendable utility infrastructure. But 

increasing expenses mean the Co-op 
will probably have to raise rates later 
this year. Lovell said, “The increase 
will likely begin with the November 
usage, payable with your bill due 
in December. Preliminary numbers 
show less than a 6 percent average 
increase. More information will be 
forthcoming as the 2010 budget is 
developed.” J-rexjujea 

Lovell also warned that car¬ 
bon reductions and new costs are 
coming, either by legislation or 
regulation. If Congress fails to act 
on climate change, the EPA will 

regulate carbon emissions under 
the Clean Air Act. The legislative 
effort to address climate change 
limits emissions of carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gases as a part 
of the national “Cap and Trade” or 
“Climate Change” energy strategy. 

There is no commercially avail¬ 
able technology to control carbon 
emissions. It cannot be achieved 
with today’s technology. He went 
on to say, “In reality, the “cap and 
trade” bill is just a “tax” on burning 
fossil fuels. Every American will 
pay this “tax”. Unfortunately, the 
“climate change” bill is structured 
so that consumers of coal burning 
generating plants, predominantly 
located in the Midwest, will unfairly 
pay a disproportionate share of the 
“tax”, while those living on the East 

and West coasts will be relatively 
unaffected. You and I will pay more 
than the average American”. 

Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative recently ran the numbers for 
carbon emissions and management 
estimated the impact to cooperative 

Continued on page 16b 
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■ Continued from page 16a 
members in southern Illinois to initially be $240-$ 1300 

per year, per account, based on emission credits sell¬ 

ing at $12 and $75 per ton. If the “cap and trade” bill 

moves forward “as is” through the Senate and is signed 

by the President, it leaves open the potential for market 

speculation of emission credits. If market speculation 

occurs, utility bills could jump to several thousand dol¬ 

lars per year for each account. The truth is no one 

knows what the costs will be. 

“The legislation as passed by the House is not 

fair, affordable or achievable. In its present form, it is 

financially devastating. I urge members to contact your 

elected officials and ask for a fair, affordable and achiev¬ 

able solution. It is important that you contact Senator 

Durbin and Senator Burris to express your concerns be¬ 

fore legislation is voted on in the Senate.” 

During the meeting members addressed and signed 

cards that will be delivered to Illinois Senators Burris 

and Durbin. Lovell urged members to go to 

www.ourenergy.coop for more information. 

Southern Illinois Power Cooperative President/CEO 

Scott Ramsey reported that the generation and trans¬ 

mission co-op continues to work to diversify its power 

supply. Currently the co-op has 315 MW of coal genera¬ 

tion, 200 MW of gas, 28 MW of hydro power, and along 

with nine other consumer-owned utilities, is investing 

in the new Prairie State Generating Company. SIPC will 

own 125 MW of this 1,650 MW coal-fired generating 

plant which is scheduled to come on line in 2011 and 

2012. 

SIPC is also a founding member of the National Re¬ 

newables Cooperative Organization. This organization 

will develop renewable energy projects on a national 

scale and the first project is expected at the end of the 

year. -laAapAj Lni3]z[ un’ijjTyYY 

Board President G. Robert Inman updated the 

crowd on SIEC’s aggressive right-of-way clearing, the 

progress of automated meter reading, a new Metropolis 

field office and a new substation in Cobden. 

Members re-elected G. Robert Inman of Pulaski 

County to the SIEC Board of Directors. William E. 

(Bill) Littrell of Union County and Rollo D. Burnett of 

Massac County were the two new board members elect¬ 

ed during the meeting. Barbara Pitts of Union County 

retired after 12 years of service. 

Entertainment was provided by Ashley Hatfield 

of Anna, who also emceed the pageant. Andrea Mays 

of Cobden, daughter of Ronald and Shelley Mays, was 

crowned Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

2009. 

r® 
S|/ 
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2009 Miss SIEC 
Beauty Pageant Winners 

Three area women were winners in the Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Pageant, 

held during the annual meeting of members on Thursday, Aug. 6 at Shawnee Community College in 

Ullin. From the left: First Runner-up Kaci Clary of Jonesboro, Miss Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tive Andrea Mays of Cobden, Second Runner-up and Miss Congeniality Carly Draper of Alto Pass and 

Miss SIEC 2008 Jenna Harner of Dongola. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 6 
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A Miss SIEC Queen 

Contestants (L-R) 
Katherine Inman, 

Amanda Benson, Kaci 

Clary, Kimberly Smith, 

Andrea Mays, Carly 

Draper, Amber Lance, 

Lindsey Pitts, Kristen 

Shelby, Kaitlyn Miller, 

Amanda Dilloiv, Jackie 

Hacker and Stephanie 

King. 

A Miss IL 2007 Ashley Hatfield entertains crowd 

with songs 

Former queen recognition, Miss SIEC 

1980 - 2008 portion ► 

A Registration 

M Kids Grand Prize Winner 

- Cathrine Poyner of Dongola 

mm 
il 1 i 

M Former queen recognition, 

Miss SIEC 1954-1979 

portion HJ^S 3§-I030 H19UU3X 
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Voluntary and open membership
 

• Voluntary and open membership
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SIEC Youth to Washington AMR 
Update 

As of this date (8/10/09), many 
members associated with 

the Dongola, Forman, Karnak, 
Metropolis, Mill Creek and Ul- 
lin substations no longer have 
to read their meters. It is antici¬ 
pated that the Pulaski, Tamms 
and Unionville substations will 
be next in the automated meter 
reading process. Continue to read 
your meter until you receive a 
letter from SIEC stating you no 
longer are required to read your 
electric meter. 

Member prize 
In this issue of the JAMUP we 

printed the names of three SIEC 
members who are eligible to receive 
a $10 credit toward their utility bill. 
If you find your name printed in this 
center section and it’s not part of 
the story, call Jerri with your account 
number at 800-762-1400 to claim 
your prize. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Board of Directors 

G. Robert Inman (President) Pulaski Co. 

Scott L. Dry (Vice President) Union Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer) ...Massac Co. 

Rollo D. Burnett Massac Co. 

Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. 

Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. 

William E. Littrell Union Co. 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

Dale E. Taake Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

Alex Foeller of Anna, Miss SIEC 
2008 Jenna Fiarner of Dongola 

and Edreco Amos of Mounds rep¬ 
resented Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative in Washington, D.C., 
during the annual “Youth to Wash¬ 
ington” Tour, June 12-19. This 
event, sponsored by the electric and 
telephone cooperatives of Illinois, 
began in the late 1950s to introduce 
rural youths to our democratic form 
of government and cooperatives. 

The students met with Con¬ 
gressman Jerry Costello and were 
among 65 rural Illinois youth lead- 

Sam Brown 
fter 38 years of service, Sam 
Brown of Dongola retired from 

Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative. He began as a Work Order 
Clerk and advanced through several 
positions such as Forestry Appren¬ 
tice, Forestry Journeyman, Appren¬ 
tice Lineman, Journeyman Lineman 
and Oil-Filled Equipment Lineman. 
Sam retired as Meter Tester Line¬ 
man, a title he maintained for over 
22 years. 

“I appreciate the opportunity to 
work at SIEC and with the members 
over the years. I always felt I was 

ers selected for the trip. The Illinois 
students joined 1,532 young leaders 
from across the country. In addi¬ 
tion to the Capitol, they also visited 
Arlington National Cemetery, the 
Washington National Cathedral, 
several Smithsonian Museums, the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
the World War II Memorial, the 
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, the 
National Archives, the Newseum 
and a number of other historical 
sites. 

From left are Foeller, Harner, 
Costello and Amos. 

Retirement 
part of the Co-op 
family, and it has 
been nice sharing 
the work and per¬ 
sonal experiences 
with my friends 
there for so long. 
Although I will 
miss them, I look 
forward to spending more time with 
my family and friends. It will be en¬ 
joyable having the extra time to take 
care of daily responsibilities ... and 
to just take life a little slower,” says 
Sam. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • EO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 
618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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Darn Hot Peppers 
T“ icked away 

in the rolling 
hills of southern 
Illinois is a hot 
pepper farm in 
Union County 
called Rancho 
Bella Vista. 
Owner Jerry 
Jimenez grows 
a large variety 
of specialty hot 
peppers. His 
store, Darn Hot 
Peppers (which 
is located on 
the farm), sells 
hot pepper 
jellies, salsas, 
spices, rubs, 
flakes, peppers 
and gourmet 
gift boxes. 

On 

Mark your calendars for 
December 12 (10 a.m. - 5 p.m.) for 
Darn Hot Peppers’ Holiday Open 
House Celebration. Jerry plans 
to say “Gracias” to loyal friends 
and new customers. He will offer 
tamales, pan duke (Mexican sweet 
bread), hot chocolate, cider and 
cookies while people browse store 
items and make last minute selec¬ 
tions for holiday gift-giving. 

his ranch, 
Jerry grows 
the following 
peppers: jalapeno, serrano, pequin, 
pasilla, cubanelle, chiletepin, 
habanero, caliente, cayenne, thai 
hot, cherry hot, finger hot, chile de 
arbol, anaheim, pimiento mirasol, 
guajillo, Hungarian yellow wax and 
the pepperoncini. They are naturally 
farmed, and he uses an environmen¬ 
tally safe and pesticide free process. 

“If you enjoy peppers for their 
flavor, texture and spice, then you 
already know the contribution they 
make to a home-style cuisine, and 

you’re sure to enjoy our specialty hot 
peppers. You’ll find many unique 
pepper products and gift ideas at our 
Darn Hot Pepper store,” explains 
Jerry. >PKI *T BA910 

For the relatively new “chili- 
heads” or hot pepper novices, please 
visit Darn Hot Peppers Monday 

- Saturday from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

(June through December). You can 
also visit online at www.darnhotpep- 
pers.com, call the store at 618- 
893-1443, or email Jerry at jerry@ 
darnhotpeppers.com. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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SOUTHERN HINDIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
ANNUAL MEETING PRIZE LIST 2009 

Member Name And City Vendor Prize 

Carlene Steele-Dongola United Power Services. Inc $25 American Express Giftcard 

Jesse Goines-Metropolis Oil Field Tree Service $25 Credit 

Fred Pender-Jonesboro Anna Jonesboro National Bank Logo Pullover Jacket 

Charles Frayser-Grand Chain Milsoft $30 Credit 

Benjamin Mason-Olmsted lec Federal Credit Union 2 Navy Chairs 

Pauline Hight-Karnak Morgan Commerical STructures Atomic Clock 

Joe Mcmahan-Anna Daffron & Associates, Inc Cheese Cutting Board 

Dennis Lingle-Metropolis Fletcher-Reinhardt Company $25 Credit 

Myrtie Boyd-Buncombe Southern Illinois Elec Coop $25 Credit 

Hall Church-Buncombe Morgan Commerical Structures First Aid Kit 

Jeff Rogers-Anna Vanmatre Motor Co Free Oil Change 

Ervin Logeman-Metropolis Oil Field Tree Sen-ice Coleman Family Size Lantern 

Dudley Kesler-Dongola Morgan Commerical Structures Stanley Picture Hanger 

Richard Goines-Karnak Alltel Set Of 4 Miners Tickets 

Harold Stringer-Villa Ridge Oil Field Electric Tea Maker 

Lester Korte-Belknap Morgan Commerical Structures Tower Fan 

William Clutts-Anna United Power Sen-ices, Inc $25 American Express Giftcard 

Billy Stout-Buncombe Oil Field Tree Service $25 Credit 

Gary Mcdellan-Kamak United Utility Supply Cooperative $25 Sears Gift Card 

Mr Olive Baptist Church-Anna Mccann St Sons Heating St Cooling $30 Credit 

Norma Watson-Villa Ridge Retcher-Reinhardt Company $25 Credit 

Josh Reagor-Kamak lec Federal CrediT Union 2 Navy Chairs 

James Schierbaum-Vienna Crop Production Services Backpack Sprayer 

Alma Davis-Tamms Walker Communications, Inc Fishing Pole (Uglystik) 

Leonard Stratemeyer-Belknap Vanmatre Motor Co Free Oil Change 

Steve Haverkamp-Metropolis Brownstown Eletric Supply Company Marion Kay Spices 

Guy Casper-Belknap Kerber, Eck, St Braeckel Stanley- Picture Hanger 

Kenny Corzine-Dongola Morgan Commerical Structures Shredder 

Ham- Dowd Jr-Tamms Oil Field Tree Service Wirelesss Weather Therometer 

Mary Dale-Dongola Morgan Commerical Structures Rubbermaid 40 Piece Easy Find 

Lid Set 

Robert Westbrook-Tamms Wright Brothers $25 Credit 

Perry Williams-Dongola Oil Field Electric $25 Credit 

Dennis Vanderpool-Kamak Fletcher-Reinhardt Company $25 Credit 

Judy Altenberger-Karnak Honeys Service Station Tire Kit, Hat, Gloves 

Delois Chappell-Villa Ridge Oil Field Tree Sen-ice $35 Credit 

Pamela Hannan-UUin Milsoft Midland 2way Radio 

Tod Dougias-Brookport Oil Field Electric Carbon Monoxide Detector 

Lonnie Fox-Grand Chain Toth St Associates, Inc Cuisinart Griddler 

Talmadge Stovall-Olmsted Hd Supply Utility Food Steamer 

Thurston Farms-Pulaski Morgan Commerical Structures George Foreman Grill 

Lillian Thompson-Dongola Mccann St Sons Heating St Cooling Mini Shop Vac 

Marsha Lentz-Karnak Fletcher-Reinhardt Company Portable Grill 

Michael Harvell Sr-Tamms Kerber, Eck, St Braeckel Slow Cooker 

Oral Perkins-Pulaski Milsoft Tire Inflator 

Cecil Whimey-Jonesboro Walker Communications, Inc UmbreUa & Mini Mag Lite 

Bob Layman-Dongola Trail Of Tears Free One Night Stay 

Steven Pritchett-Grand Chain Honeys Service Station T-Shirt, Hat, Gloves 

Reagor Rentals-Metropolis Easy 2 Pay $50 Home Depot Gift Card 

Joanna Adams-Tamms Kerber, Eck. St Braeckel Smoke Alarm 

Audrey Brown-Grand Chain Marathan Water Heaters Logo Bag &. Hat 

Craig Worthington-Thebes Brown Wood Preserving Company $50 Home Depot Gift Card 

Henry Tripp-Dongola Gazette Democrat 1 Year Subscription 

Ohio Chapell Methodist Church- 

Grand Chain 

Oil FiEld Tree Service $30 Credit 

Millie Sexton-Kamak Honeys Sen-ice Station T-Shirt. Hat, Gloves 

Rora Nicholson-Tamms The Depot $30 Gift Certificate 

Steve Anderson-Karnak C St S Testing Company $25 Walmart Giftcard 

Clinton Felker-Kamak Whitehawk Enterprises $50 Home Depot Gift Card 

Pentecostal Church-Belknap Etc Cooler 

Larry Houston-Tamms Wright Brothers $25 Credit 

John Howell-Cobden Anna Jonesboro National Bank Notepad Calculator & Umbrella 

Robert Whitaker-Dongola Grassy Lake Hunting Club 2 Hats 

Steve Shelby-Metropolis Kerber, Eck, St Braeckel $25 Credit 

Steve R»ss-Metropolis Walker Communications, Inc $25 Credit 

Chris Cromeenes-Metropolis Henkels St Mccoy Sanyo 26" Hdtv 

En'in Quint-Metropolis Hydralic Tool Supply Ashley Furniture Recliner-Pick 

Preston George-Belknap Fletcher-Reinhardt Company $25 Credit 

Thomas Bamhill-Metropolis Oil Field Electric $20 Credit 

Pamela Harvell-Tamms Marathan Water Heaters Tote Bag & Hat 

Member Name And City Vendor Prize 

Vicki Tripp-Buncombe Southern Illinois Elec Coop Sony Cyber Shot Digital Camera 

Billy Schluter-Dongola Wright Brothers $20 Credit 

Shawnee Development Council-Karnak Southern Illinois Elec Coop $25 Credit 

Charles Kimmins-Joppa Wright Brothers $25 Credit 

Merle Daily-Metropolis Oil Field Electric $25 Credit 

Napeeta Jackson-Jonesboro Oil Field Tree Service $30 Credit 

Jerry Penrod-Dongola Clarida & Ziegler Engineering Co $75 Walmart Gift Card 

K Darryl Anderson-Karnak Etc Cooler 

Reba Waddy-Villa Ridge Morgan Commerical Structures Carbon Monoxide Detector 

Betty Meyer-Metropolis Wright Brothers Fire Extinguisher 

Jerry Duckworth-Dongola Super 8 Free Night Stay-Anna Location 

Donald Rich-Anna General Hardware Goody Basket 

Odell Williams-Karnak Online Utility Exchange Mp3 Player 

Kenneth Capps-Kamak Retcher-Reinhardt Company $25 Credit 

Janet Neighbors-Ullin Morgan Commerical Structures Artie Zone Expandable Cooler 

R Edwin Eddleman-Anna Oil Field Tree Service Smoke Alarm 

Phyllis Rentfro-Karnak Fine & Hatfield Tom Tom XI 330s GPs 

Will Lance-Olmsted Honeys Service Station T-Shirt, Hat, Gloves 

Ronald Dillow-Dongola Morgan Commerical Structures Midland Weather Alert Radio 

Charles Harvel-Tamms Southern Illinois Elec Coop $25 Credit 

James Eaves-Buncombe Anna Jonesboro National Bank Notepad Calculator & Umbrella 

David Gregge-Jonesboro Morgan Commerical Structures $25 Credit 

William Witthoft Jr-Cobden Honeys Service Station T-Shirt, Hat, Gloves 

Alma Banks-Tamms Etc Cooler 

Wilbur Allison-Thebes SecUrity Alarm Corporation Stanley 40 Piece Socket Set 

Jeffery Mccrite-Tamms T & I Office Equipment Inc Certificate For 25 Color Copies 

Robert Eastwood-Kamak Fletcher-Reinhardt Company $25 Credit 

Nichobs Ulrich-Grand Chain Southern Illinois Elec Coop $25 Credit 

Katherine Pillow-Tamms Morgan Commerical Structures Fire Extinguisher 

Leah Ann Glasco-Anna Cache River Chevrolet Free Oil Change 

Lori Ray-Anna General Hardware Goody Basket 

Lester Temke-Kamak Coad Chevrolet Oil Change &. Complete Detail 

Darrell HigginS Jr-Belknap Mccann ik Sons Heating &. Cooling Farbenvare 3 Piece Nonstick 

Saute Pans 

Mt Tabor Baptist Church-Tamms Oil Field Electric Brita Water Filtration System 

Unimin Specialty Minerals Inc-Tamms Oil Field Tree Service Essential Around The House Tool Kit 

James Dillow-Cobden Morgan Commerical Structures Midland Weather Alert Radio 

Jimmie Courtright-Jonesboro Oil Field Electric $20 Credit 

Cecil Steams-Buncombe Grassy Lake Hunting Club 2 Hats 

Steve Ralls-Buncombe Fletcher-Reinhardt Company $25 Credit 

GeralD Paschal-Brookport Southern Illinois Elec Coop $25 Credit 

Thelm's Beauty Box-Tamms Morgan Commerical Structures $25 Credit 

Karnak Pentecostal Church-Karnak Oil Field Electric $30 Credit 

Nm Farms Inc-Belknap Guy Gray Supply Co 11 Pocket Professional Electricians 

Tool Pouch 

Henry Taylor-LHlin Morgan Commerical Structures Black & Decker 7.2v Cordless Drill 

Scott Morris-Karnak T & I Office Equipment Inc Certificate For 500 Business Cards 

Kamak Methodist Church-Karnak Northern Safety Co, Inc First Aid Kit 

LoiS Kerley-Vienna Cache River Chevrolet Free Oil Change 

Ray Heinrichs-Anna Mccann &. Sons Hearing &. Cooling Hot &. Cold Food Carrier 

First Baptist Church-Olmsted Dongola Tri County Record Pictorial History Book-Dongob 

Linda Blake-Villa Ridge Milsoft Integrated Solutions Bbck &. Decker Rechargeable 

Screwdriver 

Ronald Ellis-Anna Nelson Tree Service Stihl Leaf Blower & Attachment 

Adel Pillow-Tamms Oil Field Electric Essential Around The House Tool Kit 

Henry Schnaare-Karnak Etc Cooler 

Harley &. Lucinda Smock-BrookpOrt Morgan Commerical Structures $20 Credit 

Viola Penrod-Vienna Oil Field Tree Service $25 Credit 

Christina Durham-Buncombe Southern Illinois Elec Coop $25 Credit 

Barbara Mcelmurry-Pulaski Morgan Commerical Structures $25 Credit 

Wayne Miller-Anna Oil Field Electric $30 Credit 

Glenn Brown-Belknap Morgan Commerical Structures Rubbermaid 16 Piece Set 

Dorris Bamhan-Jonesboro Southern Illinois Elec Coop $25 Credit 

Louis Tapley-Kamak Morgan Commerical Structures Air Purifier 

Faith Lutheran Church-Metropolis MeTropolis Planet Certificate For 6 Six Subscription 

Richard Graham-Anna Oil Field Electric First Aid Kit 

Michael Mccrite-Olive Branch Vanmatre Motor Co Free Oil Change 

St Johns Cemetery-Dongola Morgan Commerical Structures Kitchen Basket 

Jordan Mcclellan-Grand Chain Fletcher-Reinhardt Company $25 Credit 

Tyler Hess-Jonesboro Dongola Tri County Record Pictorial History Book-Ullin 

Charles Davidson-Brookport Alltel Set Of 4 Miners Tickets 

Terris Lance-Olmsted Morgan Commerical Structures Surger Protector 

Jerry POwles-Dongola Southern Illinois Elec Cotip $25 Credit 

Janice Jackson-Dongob Morgan Commerical Structures Farbenvare 14 Piece Kitchen Tools 

6s. Gadget Set 
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The King of ENERGY Ideas 
tnoug Rve- He’s more than )Llst caulk and talk. 

Coming to Southern Illinois.' 
■I You’ve heard him on the radio ... 

You’ve read his articles in the Illinois Country Living 
Magazine ... 
NOW SEE HIM IN PERSON! 

Nationally recognized energy consultant, DOUG RYE, 
will be visiting southern Illinois to help you lower your 
utility bills. Come see this home energy conservation 
expert and learn how residential energy improvements 
can make you money, not cost you money! 

The electric cooperatives of southern Illinois are hosting 
FIVE can’t miss events:P^°T ’V 

Residential Energy Audit Workshops 
6:30 p.m. Please call to reserve seating. 

October 26, 2009 Williamson County Pavilion, 
Marion- 800^833-2611 

1 October 27, 2009 World Shooting Complex, 
Sparta - 800-606-1505 

1 October 28, 2009 Hecker Community Center, 
Hecker - 800-757-7433 

[November 4, 2009 Holiday Inn, 
Mt Vernon - 800-244-5151 

November 5, 2009 Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin- 800-762-1400 

Free Admission 

Touchstone Energy® 

Southern Illinois ^onroe County w Electric Cooperative m Electric Co-Operative 

SouthEastern Illinois Egyptian Electric 
Electric Cooperative Cooperative Association 

Tri-County Electric 
' \j Cooperative, Inc. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • October 2009 
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AMR 
Update 

As of the date of this writing 
(9/1/09), many members associ¬ 
ated with the Dongola, Forman, 
Karnak, Metropolis, Mill Creek, 
Pulaski, Tamms and Ullin substa¬ 
tions no longer have to read their 
meters. It is anticipated that the 
Olive Branch and Unionville 
substations will be next in the 
automated meter reading process. 
Continue to read your meter un¬ 
til you receive a letter from SIEC 
stating you no longer are required 
to read your electric meter. 

Member prize 
In this issue of the JAMUR we 

printed the names of three SIEC 
members who are eligible to receive 
a $10 credit toward their utility bill. 
If you find your name printed in this 
center section and it’s not part of 
the story, call Jerri with your account 
number at 800-762-1400 to claim 
your prize. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Board of Directors 

G. Robert Inman (President) Pulaski Co. 

Scott L. Ury (Vice President) Union Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer) ...Massac Co. 

Rollo D. Burnett Massac Co. 

Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. 

Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. 

William E. Littrell Union Co. 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

Dale E. Taake Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

TEACHER GRANTS 
The 2009-2010 SIEC Touchstone Energy Classroom Empowerment Grant 

applications are ready. Teachers should call 800-762-1400 and ask for 
Jerri Schaefer or visit www.siec.coop to download an application. The appli¬ 
cation deadline is Friday, November 6. See page 9 for more details. 

America is heading for an electricity crisis 

Increasing demand. Rising rates. C02 
reductions. Transmission overload. 

If Americans want to keep electricity safe, reliable and afford¬ 
able, Congress and America’s electric cooperatives must work 
together. H 

Join the 395,000 American consumers who have asked their 
elected officials tough questions about our energy future. 

Climate Change legislation is now moving through Congress. 
Urge your elected officials to work with electric cooperatives to 
find a fair, workable solution. 

air. 

I?Affordable 

(^Achievable 

Log on at www.ourenergy.coop and send a message directly to 
your Congressmen and women. As has always been the coop¬ 
erative way, together we can make a difference. 

Our Energy, Our Future 
A Dialogue With America 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • EO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 
618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 

UNION 
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Come see Doug Rye at Shaw¬ 

nee College on Thursday, 

Nov. 6 at 6:30 p.m. Listen to 

Doug discuss energy conser¬ 

vation, and how residential 

energy improvements and 

smart home building deci¬ 

sions can save you money on 

your utility bill. See page 9 

for more details. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • November 2009 

Larry Lovell 

Rates, AMR & WPCA 
Beginning with November usage with the 

hills due in December, SIEC will imple¬ 

ment a rate increase. The increase is nec¬ 

essary because of the volatile costs for coal, 

carbon, fuel, poles, 

wire, insulators, line 

hardware, etc. Two 

ice storms in an eleven 

month period is also 

a contributing factor. 

The average increase 

will be 5.65 percent. 

By December bill¬ 

ing, our automated 

meter reading (AMR) 

system should be fully 

operational for every¬ 

one. The Cooperative 

will be reading each 

meter and a bill will 

be mailed to each 

member. No one will 

be reading their own meter. 

For many, many years, Coopera¬ 

tive rates included a customer charge, a 

kilowatt-hour charge and a public util¬ 

ity tax charge. This was not so obvious 

when members were self-reading and self- 

billing. Usually members only noticed 

the total cost. Now that the Cooperative 

is generating invoices, these charges are 

itemized separately within the current bill 

information and are more noticeable. 

Beginning with the December billing, 

another charge will become noticeable. 

Until this time, the wholesale power cost 

adjustment (WPCA) was included within 

the kWh portion of the rate (except for 

the Large Power consumers). This will 

now be shown as a separate line item. 

SIEC buys all its power from South¬ 

ern Illinois Power Cooperative (SIPC). 

SIEC has determined that its 2009 cost 

of power will average 

7.178 cents/kWh. 

When the average 

cost SIEC pays for 

wholesale power var¬ 

ies from 7.178 cents/ 

kWh, the increase or 

decrease will appear as 

a wholesale power cost 

adjustment on your 

bm. §UOT -a p°f 
In the past, manage¬ 

ment had to estimate 

eighteen months in 

advance the adjust¬ 

ment that SIPC was 

going to “pass through” 

to SIEC. By passing 

through the wholesale power cost adjust¬ 

ment, SIEC will not charge either more or 
less than what is needed to cover the cost 

of its wholesale power. 

Just for your information, for the last 

two months the average cost of power from 

SIPC to SIEC has been 7.152 and 7.130 

cents/kWh. Had we been passing through 

the WPCA, these two months would have 

shown small credits on your bills. 

The challenges of dealing with vola¬ 

tile changes in the electric utility industry 

will continue to be an issue. We appreciate 

all of you who have sent postcards and en¬ 

gaged your elected officials in the climate 

change debate. Thank you very much. 
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Attention Local Teachers! 
Touchstone Energy® Classroom Empowerment Grants 

oes your school or classroom 
need new materials? Can your 

students benefit from new programs 
and educational resources? We 
thought so. 

As part of our commitment to 
community, Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative is once again co¬ 
ordinating this grant program with 
Touchstone Energy for our local 
K-12 teachers and administrators. 
Six grants of $500 will be provided 
for innovative, unfunded projects 

Touchstone Energy® 
The power of human connections 

or materials. Qualifying projects are 
those that improve the learning en¬ 
vironment or increase educational 
resources for the school. 

An objective panel of judges will 
determine which projects will be 

awarded the $500 grants. Grant ap¬ 
plications are due by Nov. 6, 2009. 
Grant awards will be announced 
on Dec. 11, 2009. For a grant ap¬ 
plication and guidelines, please visit 
our Web site at www.siec.coop or 
contact Jerri Schaefer at 1-800-762- 
1400. Completed applications can 
be faxed to 618-827-3585. 

Apply for your 2009/2010 Touch¬ 
stone Energy Classroom Empower¬ 
ment Grants TODAY! 

Ready To FALL Into 
Savings On Long 
Distance Rates? 

It’s Time To Switch To TWN - Rates As 
Low As 4.5c*/min 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative encourages its members to make 

the switch and start saving today. 

• It's easy, convenient and just makes good sense. 

• Business rates as low as 3.S^'/min. 

• No cost to join. No monthly minimum. No hidden Charges. 

• You don't have to be a Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
member to sign up - Tell all your friends and family. 

Call 
1-800-807-1837 

to sign-up! 
w Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 
k Your Touchstone Energy "Partner 

'Taxes and other regulatory charges not included. Domestic rates apply within the contiguous 48 states. Certain restrictions and early termination fees may apply. Business rate is based 
upon usage minimums. Please call for details. Services provided by TransWorld Network. 
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Bremer Receives IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Caroline Bremer, daughter of Southern Illinois Eleo 

trie Cooperative (SIEC) members Jeff and Lisa 
Bremer of Metropolis, is one of seven winners of the 
2009 Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program. The IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Program awards scholarships for Illinois cooperative 
seniors. Bremer is the first senior to receive this schol¬ 
arship from the SIEC service territory. 

General Manager / Executive Vice-President Larry 
Lovell said, “The employees and board members of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative have always 
been involved in our local schools and communities. 
We live here, too, and like our members, have a vested 
interest in the future of our children. This scholarship is 
just one small way we can help make a difference for a 
student like Caroline.” H^S *3 Pl*uoH 

As a recent graduate of Vienna High School, Brem¬ 
er was involved in FFA, Student Council, the school 
newspaper, and Beta, Spanish, Drama and Pep Clubs, 
just to name a few. She is also actively involved in her 
church choir at Faith Lutheran Church in Metropolis. 

Bremer plans to attend Oklahoma State University 
where she will major in agricultural business with a pre¬ 
law option prior to attending law school. Currently, she 
is serving a one-year term as the Vice-President of the 

Caroline Bremer (left) standing with SIEC Director of Em 

gineering Mike Logeman. 

Illinois Future Farmers of America. 
Bremer states, “I am very excited about my future 

educational plans with the help of the Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives Memorial Scholarship, and I have always 
had a great appreciation for the services provided by 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative.” 

Attention High School Seniors! Apply Now 
for the 2010 

Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative (SIEC) announces that 
for the fifteenth consecutive year 
the Illinois electric cooperatives 
will award academic scholarships 
to high school seniors. Seven 
scholarships of $1,250 each will be 
awarded in 2010 to eligible high 
school seniors through the Thomas 
H. Moore Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
atives (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 
Program. 

Four scholarships will be 
awarded to students who are the 
sons or daughters of an Illinois 

IEC Memorial 
electric cooperative member re¬ 
ceiving service from the coopera¬ 
tive. A fifth scholarship, the Earl 
W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, 
will be awarded to a student who 
is the son or daughter of an Illinois 
electric cooperative employee. The 
sixth and seventh scholarships are 
reserved for students enrolling full¬ 
time at a two-year Illinois com¬ 
munity college who are the sons 
or daughters of Illinois electric 
cooperative members, employees 
or directors. 

Candidates are judged on the 

Scholarships 
basis of grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance exam scores, work 
and volunteer experience, school 
and civic activities, and a short es¬ 
say that demonstrates their knowl¬ 
edge of electric cooperatives. 

For more information contact 
Jerri Schaefer at SIEC at 1-800- 
762-1400 ext. 228, download an 
application from our Web site at 
www.siec.coop, or ask your high 
school guidance counselor. The 
deadline for the 2010 scholarship 
application is Jan. 1, 2010. 

SIEC will be closed on Veterans Day, 

Thanksgiving and the day after 
Thanksgiving. (11/11,11/26 & 11/27) 

co 
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What is that "Customer Charge" 
on my new AMR bill?? 

Several members have been ask- 
ing about the Customer Charge 

on the new billing statements since 
SIEC switched over to Automated 
Meter Reading (AMR). This is 
NOT a new charge. This is the 
same “minimum usage” or “facib 
ity charge” as you saw on your old 
rate books. Every member pays this 
monthly charge to help cover the 
building and maintenance costs of 
our entire electrical system. 

It is very similar to a monthly 
charge many of you may see on your 

home telephone bill. There is a 
basic charge just to have your home 
telephone service, and if you make 
any long distance calls, you are 
billed for those calls as well. 

SIEC collects a “Customer 
Charge” each month (just as we 
did prior to AMR), and we bill 
members for the kilowatts they use 
separately from that basic charge. 
The only difference now, is that the 
“Customer Charge” is more visible 
on the new bills because it is sepa- 
rated from the kilowatt charges and 

public utility tax. 
We understand there will be 

many questions regarding our new 
automated system. To help answer 
some common billing statement 
questions, we encourage you to read 
the back of your billing statement 
for important billing terms and 
explanations. We always welcome 
member inquiries, so please call and 
speak to our billing department at 
1'800-762'1400 if we can be of fur¬ 
ther assistance. SJABG ^Pu!3 

A Marathon 
UlMr WATER HEATERS 

Buy a Marathon water heater before December 31, 

2009 from SIEC and you will be placed in a special 

drawing in January 2010. If your name is drawn, you 

will receive your money back for the cost of a 50 gallon 

size Marathon water heater. 

Call our office for details at 1-800- 762-1400. If you 

have been considering a Marathon, now is the time. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

G. Robert Inman (President) Pulaski Co. Rollo D. Burnett Massac Co. | William E. Littrell  Union Co. 

Scott L. Ury (Vice President) Union Co. Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. I Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer).... Massac Co. Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. Dale E. Taake  Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) • Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

HNSWl* ALEXAND 
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DIRECTORS 
G. Robert Inman 

President 
Scott L. Ury 

Vice President 
C. Larry Fisher 

S ecre tary - Treasurer 
Rollo D. Burnett 
Carole J. Kelley 
William E. Littrell 
Richard D. Moss 
Raymond C. Snell 
Dale E. Taake 
Ronald E. Osman 

Attorney 

EMPLOYEES 
Larry C. Lovell, 

General Manager 
R. Dennis Abercrombie 
Casey Adamitis 
Cindy L. Aden 
Cathleen Belcher 
Chris L. Bennett 
Pamela K. Bierstedt 
Kelly Bowen 
Christopher S. Boyd 
Jeff Cates 
J. Perry Dailey 
Brian Dirden 
Teddy L. Earnhart 
Steve Fear 
Terry L. Grissom 
Dale Guetersloh 
John K. Harris 
Leslie A. Harvel 
Bree Hileman 
Steven C. Hoffman 
B. Blayne Holshouser 
Lamar L. Houston, Jr. 

Larry Joe Keller 
Linda Keller 
Pamela Lentz 
Larry R. Lingle 
Lana Livesay 
Michael L. Logeman 
Lisa Mead 
Nathan Menees 
Robert Nelson 
Jeff Palmer 
LaRue D. Parr 
Allen Plott 
Robin J. Ramage 
John D. Rendleman 
Jerri Schaefer 
Aaron Stover 
Stephanie D. Theis 
Todd Thurston 
Stanley J. Treat 
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Do You Have Questions About 
Your New Electric Bill? 

Several of you have been asking about items on your 

billing statements. We understand there are many 

questions regarding our new automated system so we 

want to answer some of the most common questions our 

employees are hearing from you. We hope this is helpful 

information as we adjust to Automated Meter Reading 

(AMR) and new billing statements. 

n W hat is the “Customer Charge” on my bill? 

IMThe electric utility industry is a capital intensive 

business. It takes millions of dollars annually to com 

struct and maintain the infrastructure to provide elec¬ 

tricity to your home or business. The customer charge 

is a monthly charge associated with maintaining equip¬ 

ment and providing availability of service, exclusive of 

demand and energy consumption. 

This is NOT a new charge. This is the same “mini¬ 

mum bill” or “facility charge” as was on your old rate 

books. Every member pays this monthly charge to help 

cover the building and maintenance of our entire elec¬ 

trical system. The only difference now, is that the “Cus¬ 

tomer Charge” is more visible on the new bills. 

B What is the “Wholesale Power Cost Adjust- 

IBment” or “WPCA” on my bill? 

Until this time, the Wholesale Power Cost Adjust¬ 

ment (WPCA) was included within the kilowatt-hour 

(kWh) portion of the rate (except for the Large Power 

members). This will now be shown as a separate line 

item on your billing statement. 

SIEC buys all of its power from Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative (SIPC). In April, SIEC budgeted 

that its 2009 cost of power will average 7.178 cents/kWh. 

When the average cost SIEC pays for wholesale power 

varies from 7.178 cents/kWh, the increase or decrease 

(including an allowance for budgeted line loss *) will 

appear as a wholesale power cost adjustment on your bill. 

Thus, the WPCA will change from month to month. 

In the past, management had to estimate months in 

advance the adjustment that SIPC was going to “pass 

through” to SIEC. By passing through the wholesale 

power cost adjustment, SIEC will not charge either 

more or less than what is needed to cover the cost of its 

wholesale power. 

* Line loss: energy loss due to electrical current flowing through 

wires, transformers and meters. Typical line loss for a rural distri¬ 
bution system ranges from 6 percent to 9 percent. 

in Why does my meter flash 8’s? 

MSome of the new electronic meters have what is 

called a “segment test”, which looks like “8’s” flashing. 

This is normal and is a test the meter goes through to 

ensure that all of the display is working. The meter 

reading and the “segment test” will scroll on the display 

in five second intervals. 

Not all meters function in this manner. Your meter 

may flash “8’s” and your neighbor’s meter may not, de¬ 

pending on the type of meter installed. 

How does the Co-op get my meter reading? 

iThe new meters send signals through the power 

lines to SIEC’s substations. Then, a radio communica¬ 

tions system transmits the readings from the substations 

to the Cooperative office. Normally, your meter will be 

read every 24 hours. Thus, we will have usage history 

for each meter every day during a billing cycle. This 

history will give you and the Cooperative a better pic¬ 

ture of how you used your electricity during the month. 

■ Why does my bill seem higher with this new 

H system? 

The new meters have no effect on the amount of 

electricity you use. That is up to you. The meters are 

tested for accuracy before they are installed. 

S Do I still need to report my outage or will the 

U Co-op know I am out of power automatically? 
When an outage occurs, you still need to call SIEC to 

report it. With the new system, we will be able to verify that 

power is on to the meter, but we still ask that you report 

your outage to 1-800-762-1400, as you have in the past. 

Why did the Co-op make such a big change 

by going to AMR? What was wrong with our 
old meter? 

The benefit of AMR technology goes beyond a 

simple meter reading. This innovative technology helps 

cooperatives improve reliability, work outages more 

efficiently, reduce operational costs and save you money 

in the long run. AaspoQ ussng 

Most software vendors no longer support self-read, 

self-bill systems. SIEC has been paying more to get 

software programs customized to support our old system. 

We were also hearing more member complaints about 

having to read their own meters. The system will be 

more efficient and uniform because we plan to read 

most meters on the same day. Before, we had no control 

when members actually read their meters. 

^BWill budget billing, annual billing program, 

■I bank drafting, credit card payment options, 

etc. still be available to me as they have been in 

the past with the old system? 

Budget Billing and Bank Drafting are still available 

with the new billing system. If you are a bank draft cus- 
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tomer, we do encourage you to let us hill you the actual 

amount of your bill, instead of a fixed amount as we did 

previously. The “annual billing” program is no longer 

available, and we will be phasing the members on that 

payment option onto monthly billing. You may still pay 

by debit or credit card as we now accept Visa, Master¬ 

Card, Discover and American Express. You may pay 

with either card by coming into our office, calling us, or 

by using our online payment section on our Web site at 

www.siec.coop. 

3When and how will I pay the late fee? 

HYOU will notice on your new bill your “total amount 

due”, then the next line will say “Pay this amount after 

due date”, which includes your late fee. It you pay your 

bill after the 15th of the month, and you fail to pay the 

larger amount, the difference will show on your bill the 

next month. 8 |j Will you be able to disconnect my account 

I from the office instead of sending out a util¬ 

ity serviceman? 

This is an option available to us. It comes with an 

additional cost. We may begin using it on a limited ba¬ 

sis at some time in the future. 

H Do the security lights make these bills higher? 

I No. Our security light rates are a fixed charge per 

month, and they do not go through your meter or add 

kWh’s to your usage. 

g Will pre-pay metering be available? 

I This is an option available to us. It too, comes with 

an additional cost. We may begin using it on a limited 

basis at some time in the future. 

Are the new meters accurate? 

All meters are tested for accuracy before they are 

installed. The new electronic meters are now the indus¬ 

try standard and should retain accuracy for many years. 

Can I have my meter checked for accuracy? 
Per the Cooperative’s Policy #360, when a meter 

test is requested by a member, the member must pay a 

$50.00 fee. If a meter registers more than 2 percent fast, 

an adjustment will be made in the member’s electric 

bill, and if applicable, the $50.00 fee will be refunded. 

The maximum adjustment period shall not be greater 

than one year. 

Igfl What day of the month and what time of day 

I do you read my meter automatically, in case I 

want to check it for myself? 

The day of the month could change each month, 

depending on how the month falls. The AMR system 

will read your meter for billing purposes some time be¬ 

tween the 25th - 29th of each month. 

Attention High 
School Seniors! 
Apply now for the 2010 IEC Memorial 

Scholarships. Deadline is Jan 1, 2010. 

Call Jerri at 800-762-1400 or download an 

application from www.siec.coop. 

Holiday 
Safety Tips: 

Don’t overload extension cords by 

plugging in too many decorations. 

Turn off all electrical lights and 

decorations before leaving home or 

going to bed. 

Place candles away from places that 

could be knocked over by a person 

or pet. ddeu^j *y JEJ 

Don’t use staples or nails to hang 

light strings. Instead, purchase plastic 

hooks or clips designed for hanging 
light strings. 

Ensure outside lights, decorations and 

extension cords are rated for outside use. 

Keep your Christmas tree at least 3 feet 

from fireplaces, radiators, space heaters, 

heating vents and other sources of heat. 

Don’t place the tree where it blocks 

an exit. 

Look for the UL Mark on light 

strings, electrical decorations and 

extension cords. 

co 
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Member Prize 
In this issue of the JAMUP, we 

printed the names of three SIEC members 
who are eligible to receive a $10 credit 
toward their utility bill. If you find your 
name printed in this center section and 
it’s not part of the story, call Jerri with 
your account number at 800-762-1400 
to claim your prize. 

Friday, Dec. 25 
(Christmas Day) and 

Friday, Jan. 1 for 
New Year's Day 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Board of Directors 

G. Robert Inman (President) Pulaski Co. 

Scott L. Dry (Vice President) Union Co. 

C. Larry Fisher (Secretary-Treasurer) ...Massac Co. 

Rollo D. Burnett Massac Co. 

Carole J. Kelley Johnson Co. 

William E. Littrell Union Co. 

Richard D. Moss Alexander Co. 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander Co. 

Dale E. Taake  Pulaski Co. 

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 

800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555 

SIEC lineman's Safety 
Rodeo Team 

SIEC Journeyman Lineman Jeff Palmer and Apprentice Linemen 
Robert Nelson and Aaron Stover participated in the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 2009 Lineman’s Safety Rodeo. 
The 12th Annual Lineman’s Safety Rodeo coincided with a series 

of courses designed to help electric line personnel improve their work 
skills in safe and efficient ways, uouixg tiEjy 

Little Miss 
Dongola 

Congratulations to Peyton Lingle, 
grand-daughter of Director of 

Operations & Maintenance Larry 
Lingle and wife Rae. Peyton com¬ 
peted and won the title of the 
Little Miss Dongola pageant as 
part of Colorfest celebrations in 
Union County. 

left to right: Jeff Palmer, Robert Nelson and Aaron Stover 
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