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>Vhe dust has settled from the fall elec- 

11 tion, and this month we turn our eyes 

to Washington, D.C., as Barack Obama 

takes office as the 44th president of the 

| United States. The economic crisis will 

remain a major focus for elected officials 

over coming years, and the Obama Ad- 

ministration also promises an increased 

focus on energy policy. As all of us paying 

electric bills every month can attest to, 

the two go hand-in-hand. It is crucial that 

any energy policy discussed in Washing¬ 

ton comes with a price tag that won’t 

leave consumers in the dark. 

Through the nationwide grassroots 

awareness campaign called Our Energy, 

Our Future ™, co-op consumers have 

contacted their elected officials with 

three critical energy policy questions 

focused on capacity, technology, and 

affordability. With a new presicient and 

a new Congress taking office, electric co¬ 

operatives will need to continue pressing 

for answers. 

These answers won’t be clear-cut. Day 

to day, McDonough Power Cooperative 

works hard to provide you with safe, af¬ 

fordable, and reliable electricity. When 

you come home at night you can count 

on a well-lit home, and should outages 

occur, we’re on the job to restore power 

quickly. 11214B1-1052A 

Although electricity use across the 

United States is steadily climbing, rela¬ 

tively high costs for construction materi¬ 

als and uncertainty about climate change 

goals, which could place strict limits 

on carbon dioxicie emitted by power 

plants, have stalled development of new 

baseload generation: the large, efficient 

stations that provide dependable and 

affordable electric power year-round. 

So here’s the important question: how 

can we keep power flowing and electric 

bills affordable? There’s simply no single 

answer, and electric co-ops know from 

experience that it will take a variety of 

new generation resources and technolo¬ 

gies to ensure reliable and affordable 

electricity in the coming years. We must 

invest in renewable energy, clean coal 

technology, nuclear power, an updated 

transmission grid, and improvements in 

energy efficiency across the board. 

Of course, implementing all of this 

on a large scale will require a massive 

investment of government resources and 

leadership —similar to putting a man on 

the moon. As consumer advocates and 

industry leaders, electric co-ops can pro¬ 

vide lawmakers with expertise on what 

programs are affordable, sustainable, 

and technologically feasible. 

All of this must be grounded in goals 

and public policy that puts consumers 

first. This is no time for policy makers 

to ignore our needs with a wink and 

a nod to special interest groups. Now, 

more than ever, Main Street must come 

before Wall Street. 

You can help in this effort and make 

a real impact by telling members of 

congress your story — why affordable 

electricity is important to you and your 

family. Tens of thousands of electric co¬ 

op members have done so already, and as 

a result we’ve sent more than 1.5 million 

messages to Congress, calling attention 

to our nation’s impending electricity 

crisis. 

Please visit www.ourenergy.coop today. 

Make your voice heard and help guide 

policymakers toward a smart, affordable 

energy future. 
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Life-Support During 
an Electrical Outage 

or some electric cooperative members, 
service is more than a convenience; 

it is a necessity. McDonough Power 
Cooperative realizes that some homes 
are equipped with life-sustaining medical 
equipment that requires a reliable source 
of power. Our commitment to you is to 
provide electric service safely and with 
as few interruptions as possible. Unfor¬ 
tunately, it is impossible to guarantee 
uninterrupted power 100 percent of the 
time. Each year, events - some beyond 
our control - occur and cause power out¬ 
ages. 525HHE2-951B 
If your health or well-being depends on 
electric supply, we offer the following 
suggestions and strongly encourage you 
to implement them: 
1. Obtain a back-up source of power 

recommended by the manufacturer 
of any life sustaining or critical care 
equipment you may have in your 
home. For example, battery back-ups 
or standby generators can provide 
you with electric power if service 
from the cooperative is interrupted. 

2. Talk with relatives or friends today 
and devise a plan whereby the indi¬ 

vidual who relies on this equipment 
will have somewhere to stay in the 
event of a major power outage, or 
even for just a few hours. 
3. Have your physician write us a note 

explaining the situation. Upon re¬ 
ceipt of this documentation, we can 
make a note of the medical need on 
the account. This way, our represen¬ 
tatives will be aware of the condition 
in the event of an outage or if the 
account is scheduled for disconnec¬ 
tion. The presence of critical medical 
devices does not exempt service from 
termination due to non-payment 
of bill. Anticipated payment delays 
should be addressed through the 
cooperative’s office. 

Notifying the cooperative of your situ¬ 
ation does not guarantee uninterrupted 
electric service, nor does it guarantee 
immediate attention to your individual 
service should the area experience a 
power outage. It does alert us to the 
situation. Letting us know your specific 
needs allows McDonough Power person¬ 
nel to better serve you. 

Stan Prox, Treasurer 

Robert J. Dwyer 

Steve Hall 

Walter Lewis 

Jeffrey Moore 

Jerry Riggins 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Automatic Payment Drafts 
ayments set up on automatic draft 
will now be drafted the 15th of each 

month rather than the 10th. We had 
several requests for this so we’re making 
it happen. 

Take the hassle out of remembering to 
pay your bill each month - sign up for 

automatic draft! You will still receive 
your bill around the 5th of the month 
that will tell you how much will be 
drafted on the 15th. If you’re not set up 
for automatic draft or would like more 
information please contact our office at 

(309) 833-2101. 

Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden through¬ 
out The Wire. If you find your map location number, call our office 
and identify your number and the page that it is on. If correct, you 
will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



Youth To Washington Tour - It's time for 
the 2009 Youth to Washington Contest! 
Six area high school sophomores or 

juniors will win an all-expense paid 
trip to Washington, D.C., June 12-19, 
2009 in an annual contest sponsored 
by McDonough Power Cooperative and 
McDonough Telephone Cooperative. 

Through the years this program has 
enabled numerous young leaders (high 
school sophomores and juniors) to learn 
about and observe state and federal 
governments. 

On Wed., April 1, McDonough 
Power and McDonough Telephone 
will sponsor up to 25 area students (10 
representing McDonough Power and 15 
representing McDonough Telephone) at 
Youth Day in Springfield, 111. Our group 
will meet with students from across the 
state and will enjoy an all-expense paid 
tour of historical sites, including a visit 
to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum. 

At the conclusion of Youth Day, six 
winners will be selected to represent the 
cooperatives for a week-long all-expense 
paid tour of Washington, D.C. Over 
1,450 students from across the nation 
will participate in the 2009 Youth to 

Washington tour where they will spend 
seven days in Washington visiting places 
of historical interest, members of Con¬ 
gress and getting a first-hand view of 
their government in action. One of them 
could be you! 6325WH10-700A 

Interested high school sophomores or 
juniors are required to complete a short 
application form. Contact your high 
school guidance counselor or one of the 
cooperatives for an application form. 

Mark these important dates on your calendar: 
Applications Due: February 20 
Youth Day in Springfield: April 1 
Youth to Washington Tour: June 12-19 

For more information about the ex¬ 
perience visit http://youthtour.coop/. 
Additional information regarding this 
program may be obtained from Kelly 
Hamm at McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative or Lester Fowler at McDonough 
Telephone Cooperative. 

Replacing each incandescent light bulb in your home with a compact fluorescent lamp (CFL) can cut 

lighting costs significantly. Log onto the Energy Tools section of www.touchstoneenergy.coop under “CFL 

Calculator,” plug the number of incandescent bulbs in your home into the online calculator and see how 

much money you can save each year by swapping out light bulbs. It just makes cents. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING January 2009 



McDonough Power Cooperative Cares 

- Giving Back to our Communities! 
" AAore t^an 150 area children will be warm this winter and more 
'■■■than 20 local families were provided with all the fixings for 
a Thanksgiving dinner thanks to the Cooperative Cares Fund of 
McDonough Power Cooperative. The cooperative’s employees, 
retirees and directors have donated to the fund, as well as sold 
salvaged scrap metal items to raise monies throughout the year. 
The cooperative works with the schools in the co-op’s service ter¬ 
ritory to locate children and families in need. This was the third 
year for the cooperative’s “Coats for Kids” program. Cooperative 
employees and directors delivered more than 150 coats to schools 
for area children in need of a warm, winter coat. Linemen also 
went door-to-door to deliver more than 20 Thanksgiving food 
baskets. “Sometimes we forget how blessed we are. It’s really a 
privilege to share that blessing with others who genuinely need 
it,” says President/CEO Steve Epperson. “It’s been a humbling 
process. Although we’ve done our best to bless others, we are 
being blessed as well.” 5133B1-1102A 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 
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FUTURE STARTS TODAY 

Effective February 1, 2009 

The McDonough County 
Health Department will be open 

Monday - Thursday 
7:00 am-6:00 pm 

McDonough County 
Health Department 

505 E. Jackson St. 
Macomb, IL 61455 

(309)837-9951 
(309) 837-1100 fax 
www.mchdept.com 

email: mchd@mchdept.com 
Pubiic Health 

Ice storm tears through 
McDonough County 
The Dec. 19 ice storm devastated a 

major portion of the power structure 

in the southern region of McDonough 

Power’s service territory. But thanks 

to the dedication of our employees and 

mutual aid from other co-ops and con¬ 

tractors all power was restored within 

six days. 4233B7-538C 
The damage was concentrated in the 

area roughly from Good Hope to Indus¬ 

try and Plymouth to Table Grove. “We 

want to thank our members for their 

patience while we worked to restore 

power. Our members continue to show 

their resilience and creativity when 

dealing with a loss of power,” said Steve 

Epperson, President/CEO. The co-op is 

proud that there were no serious injuries 

during the restoration process despite 

the long hours and often working dur¬ 

ing darkness with high winds, bitter 

cold, ice and snow. 

Approximately 30 poles were 

replaced and numerous poles were dam¬ 

aged which will take weeks to quantify. 

There was literally miles of line on the 

ground that was either re-hung or re¬ 

placed. McDonough Power utilized 18 

crews and brought in an additional 42 

people from other co-op’s and contrac¬ 

tors to assist with restoration. Of our 

5,200 members, approximately 4,200 

were without power at one point - some 

for five or six days. 

Utilities restore power to as many 

meters as possible in the shortest time 

possible. Our main lines either have 

one, two or three phases. It is some¬ 

times possible to get one or two phases 

energized without getting the other 

phase “hot”. There are various reasons 

why your neighbor may have had power 

while you did not. If your service is 

connected to the phase that is not ener¬ 

gized, you will not have power but your 

neighbors may be connected to a phase 

that is energized. You could be on a 

line originating from one of the phases 

that is energized, but your line may 

have a protective device that cannot be 

energized because of a fault on the line. 

The fault could be because a downed 

pole, wire or a limb on a section of that 

line a few miles from you. As long as 

there is a fault on that line, the protec¬ 

tive device will not allow that section of 

line to be energized. Or you could have 

an individual outage because of a blown 

fuse on a transformer. The problem 

could be on your side of the meter or we 

may have power to your meter but you 

could possibly have problems on your 

side of the meter with your overhead or 

underground lines, or meter loop, which 

requires you to call an electrician to fix. 

Our focus is on getting the most people 

on as quickly as we can. If we have a 

large number of people out of power, 

operations personnel may dispatch that 

truck to another area to try to get more 

meters energized in an efficient manner 

and come back to the individual out¬ 

ages later. 6325RD24-750A 
This was the worst ice storm in 

McDonough Power’s history. We 

sincerely thank all the members who 

waited patiently for their service to be 

restored and hope never to see a storm 

like this again. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2009 
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High-Voltage Transmission Lines 

I • Transmission towers and lines that supply power to 
one or more transmission substations rarely fail. 
However, when damage does occur-usually due to 
high winds or ice buildup-these towers and lines must 
be repaired before other parts of the distribution system 
are inspected, because they serve thousands (or tens of 
thousands) of people. 

□ □□□ l-l-J-'l--! I □ □ □ 
j^a. 

□ □ □ □ □ 
□ □ □ □ □ 

TT n r f T 1 rm 
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Large Industrial User R. 
estoring the power after a thunderstorm, tornado, ice storn 

or flood involves much more than just flipping a switch at a 
substation or pulling a tree off a downed power line. Highly 
trained workers from your rural electric cooperative, crews fro 
neighboring co-ops and even specialists from the Illinois 
Association of Electric Cooperatives will work together 
around the clock to restore service in areas affected by 
severe weather. 

Shown here are the steps co-ops follow in restoring power. 
At each stage, the primary goal is getting the greatest number 
of co-op members back on line in the shortest time possible. 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



pens during a power outage? 
Finally, isolated outages-caused, for 

example, by a damaged service line between 
a transformer and an individual home-are 
repaired. If you or a family member depend 
on life support, call your co-op before an 

outage occurs. Then your co-op can 
make every effort to prioritize power 
restoration to you-or can advise 
you to seek shelter elsewhere. 

• A co-op usually has several 
local distribution substations, 
each serving hundreds or 
thousands of co-op members. 
When a major outage takes 
place, these substations usually 
are checked first to see if the 
problem is in the transmission 
system to the substations or the 
substations themselves. 

• If the problem cannot be 
isolated at a local distribution 
substation, the next step is to 
check the distribution lines that 
carry power to groups of 
customers such as towns or 
housing developments. In Illinois 

# Then, line crews work on outages that are more localized 
by inspecting the final supply lines-called tap lines-that 
carry power to utility poles or underground transformers 
outside small businesses, schools and homes. 



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT HAVE 
ABOUT THE DECEMBER ICE STORM 
We would like to answer some of the 

most frequently asked questions so 
our members understand why we made 
the decisions we made and worked the 
outages the way we did. 

It took a while before I saw any co-op 
trucks in my area. What took them 
so long? 
A. McDonough Power has over 1,400 
miles of line, mostly rural, to cover in 
the following counties: McDonough, 
Hancock, Schuyler, Warren, Knox, 
Henderson and Fulton. You may not 
see us working on the main roads, as 
our lines extend for miles into some 
of the most remote parts of our service 
territory. An outage must be restored 
from the substations out. It does not 
help to make repairs on the end of the 
line if you have no source of power at 
the beginning of the line. Often, we 
are working on restoring power to lines 
that may be miles away from where we 
are working. 4312A7-570C 

You had over 18 crews assisting Mc¬ 
Donough Power employees. Why 
didn’t you get more? 
A. There are a couple of reasons -safety 
and fiscal responsibility. We had over 42 
additional personnel working during our 
outage restoration efforts. Our normal 
outside workforce is usually nine men. 
Our operations and engineering person¬ 
nel and linemen know the direction our 
lines feed, where the protective devices 
are and how our system works. During 
a major storm, we sometimes have to 
change the way lines feed. We must keep 
track of these changes to be sure that we 
don’t have one crew trying to energize a 

line that another crew may be working 
on. This is not information that can be 
taught in a short period of time. Opera¬ 
tions personnel from other cooperatives 
could help some, but they cannot know 
the intricate details necessary to keep 
our workers safe. Neither can the line¬ 
men from other cooperatives or contract 
crews. It forces us to split our crews 
and personnel so that our experienced 
linemen can “birddog” (manage) for bor¬ 
rowed personnel to keep everyone safe. 
There is a limit to the number of crews 
a lineman can “birddog”. Additionally, 
we must be financially responsible to our 
members. The residents who receive 
their power from us are our owners. 
As we determined the magnitude of the 
problems, we requested and received 
readily available crews from neighboring 
cooperatives and familiar contractors. 
Working outages in this manner is both 
efficient and financially responsible. 

Wiry was Ameren able to restore power 
to their customers faster than you? 
A. There are times when McDonough 
Power is affected more than Ameren 
and there are times when Ameren is 
affected more than McDonough Power. 
There is a huge difference in the terri¬ 
tory Ameren covers and the territory 
McDonough Power covers. McDonough 
Power is mostly rural while Ameren 
mostly serves the small towns and vil¬ 
lages. McDonough Power’s lines (both 
transmission and distribution) are built 
across country through private right-of- 
way and heavily wooded areas. Ameren’s 
lines are normally built along highways 
or major roadways. It takes more time to 

repair power lines in rural, private right- 
of-way areas. We had numerous broken 
poles and downed trees on lines from 
the ice storm. Specialized equipment 
is necessary to set poles and repair lines 
across private rights-of-way. 

Who is going to pay for my expenses that 
I incurred because of the power outage? 
A. The ice storm was an act of God. It 
is the goal of the Cooperative to have 
continuous, uninterrupted service. 
In the case of interruption of service 
resulting from acts of God and other 
acts reasonably beyond our control, the 
Cooperative shall not be liable for dam¬ 
ages, direct, indirect or consequential 
resulting from such interruption of 
service. You may contact your insurance 
provider to see if your homeowner’s 
insurance covers this expense. If your 
insurance company requests a letter from 
your power supplier just contact us and 
we will be glad to get you one. 

Will you be adjusting our bill next 
month because it took so long to restore 
power? 
A. We will not be adjusting any electric 
bills due to power loss from the ice 
storm. We are a not-for profit organiza¬ 
tion, owned by our members. You pay 
for the kWh used on your meters. When 
your meter is not turning, you are not 
using kWh. 4410B7-1200B 

I thought you have the new AMR (Au¬ 
tomated Meter Reading) system, why 
couldn’t you tell whether or not my 
location had power? 
A. Automated meters installed to re¬ 
motely read meters can help indicate 
where outages are located. However, 
damage to the lines and ice that accumu¬ 
lated on the lines hindered communica¬ 
tions with the system which prevented 
100 percent knowledge of all outages. It 
is still important for members to call and 
report outages, especially if power lines 
are down or other obvious damage can 
be reported to the co-op dispatchers. 

Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden through¬ 

out The Wire. If you find your map location number, call our office 

and identify your number and the page that it is on. If correct, you 

will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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likfFnornif /Uave y°u ever hearJ the fable about 
the ant and the grasshopper? On a 

HI • • sunny summer day, a grasshopper was tfficiency is so flitting about, and came across an ant 
toiling under the weight of a kernel of 

Important on 
• ••■ivwa ^ "W|lv all the harj work;” the grass. 

hopper asked. 
“I’m collecting this corn for winter, 

and recommend you do the same,” the 
ant replied. 

“Why bother storing corn now? 
There’s plenty to go around!” the grass¬ 
hopper scoffed, hopping off into the sun. 

Well, we all know how that winter 
went for the grasshopper, who never did 
get around to storing any corn. 

That valuable lesson also applies 
to the electricity we use every day. 
McDonough Power Cooperative and 
electric cooperatives across the country 
stand at crossroads. At the moment, we 
are able to power our homes with the 
mere flip of a switch, as safe, reliable, 
and affordable electricity remains readily 
available. The grasshoppers of the world 
are happy. 6325WH9-700A 

But in recent years, several factors — 
increasing demand for electricity, rising 
fuel and construction costs, and deci¬ 
sions limiting what types of power plants 
we can build — place our energy future 
in limbo. The U.S. Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) predicts that 
our need for electricity will climb by 30 
percent between now and 2030. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the power available may not 
be able to keep up with this growth as 
construction of new generation capac¬ 
ity is being put on hold while Congress 
reworks national energy policy. 

However, we do have a powerful 
resource to tap in the meantime: energy 
efficiency. With widespread energy 
efficiency measures in place, including 
those we’ve implemented on our distri¬ 
bution lines as well as measures you can 
take at home, annual growth in electric¬ 
ity demand could drop by almost half of 
1 percent, up to 2.2 percent, according 
to the Arlington, Va.-based Cooperative 
Research Network. 

In other words, saving electricity now 
will both reduce your current utility 
bills and soften the blow against future 
power supply shortcomings. And being 
energy efficient doesn’t mean being 
flat-out stingy with energy use. It means 
doing things in your home you normally 
would, but in a smarter way. Compact 
fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) are a 
great example. By simply changing an 
old incandescent bulb to a swirled CEL 
equivalent, you can get the same light 
while using 75 percent less electricity. 

McDonough Power is on your side in 
this effort, and we have a long history of 
helping members get the most out of the 
power coming down our lines. The vast 
majority of electric cooperatives across 
the nation — 92 percent — join us in 
these efforts. 

Please contact us if you would like 
to learn more about making your home 
more energy efficient. Or go online at 
www.energysavers.gov, a valuable Web 
site maintained by the U.S. Department 
of Energy. Together we can save those 
“kernels of power” for an uncertain 
future, and reduce our electric bills in 
the meantime. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2009 6a 
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Walter Lewis Attends Director Training 
erving on a cooperative 
board in 2009 comes with 

challenges unknown 10 years 
ago, says Pat Mangan of 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). 

Consequently, “con¬ 
tinuous education” was the 
catch-phrase of the day, 
when Mangan gave instruc¬ 
tion to 27 statewide directors at the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives (A1EC) on Jan. 7. 

Mangan, who works in the NRECA 
education and training department in 
Arlington, Va., said his message was for 
those who have served on the board for 
six months and those who are veterans. 

“You’ve got to educate yourself 
through your entire tenure on the board. 
If you’re on the board 20 years, you need 
to fill your head with knowledge for 20 
years. It’s the only way to do a good job 
and represent your membership,” he 
says. 8323A6-652C 

The basic board governance course, 
offered through the AIEC, was the sec¬ 
ond of five training courses for directors 
scheduled through July of this year. It 
was primarily aimed at teaching duties 
and liabilities. 

“The ol’ timers will tell you that this 
business changes every two to three 
years. It’s all different issues. Five years 
ago, it was deregulation. Now, it’s power 
supply renewables and energy efficien¬ 
cies,” Mangan says. 

Mangan believes in the cooperative’s 
business model of member-elected 
directors. 

“The bottom line is, people are pay¬ 
ing attention. The public is so much 

more educated about gover¬ 
nance transparency and all 
of these business issues than 
they ever were before.” 

“Everybody’s paying atten¬ 
tion to what directors do. As 
soon as something goes bad, 
people think of the board. 
Where was the board? What 
did the board know? Why 
didn’t the board prevent this?” 

The AIEC and Mangan have a 
common goal, apparent in the training 
session. 527D1-950A 

“We are trying to make sure these co- 
I op directors are well prepared to make 
j wise business decisions, so the co-op is 

on solid ground for the next 20 years, 
not just today,” Mangan says. 

Mary Zitek, Safety / Education Ser- 
| vices Coordinator for the AIEC, echoed 

Mangan’s sentiments. She says the core 
Credentialed Cooperative Director 
(CCD) courses for new directors are 
updated every year. Board members who 
have attained their CCD are also en¬ 
couraged to attend as a refresher if they 
have not done so in the last two to three 
years. Director Board Leadership (BL) 
courses on current, new and emerging 
issues have seen a substantial number of 
cooperative directors in attendance. 

“Our Illinois directors have been 
extremely responsive in their continu¬ 
ing education efforts,” says Zitek. “I 
know that directors in Illinois are taking 
continuing education seriously in order 
to make competent, informed decisions 
in the boardroom.” 

Jerry Riggins 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 
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14TH ANNUAL 
GARDENER S DAY 
You can’t help but think about it... 

Spring is just around the cor¬ 
ner! ! What better way to get ready 
for Spring than attending the 14th 
Annual Gardener’s Day in Macomb. 
This spring gardening event is hosted 
by University of Illinois Extension and 
will be held on Saturday, March 21, 
2009 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm with 
registration at 8:30 am. It will be held 
at Western Illinois University Student 
Union with all activities on one level. 
Due to construction, Murray Street is 
closed in front of the Union entry will 
be at the rear of the building. 

Twelve gardening topics will be 
presented which will be divided into 
four sessions. Participants can choose 
to attend one of the three topics 
offered per session. Topics include: 
Butterfly Gardening; Plants and Your 
Pets; The Shade Gardens; An Iris In¬ 
troduction ~ How to Select, How to 
Grow; Turf Care; Curb Appeal; Catch 
the Wave of Ornamental Grasses; 
What’s Your Herb IQ?; Landscap¬ 
ing those Difficult Spots; Perennial 
Garden Maintenance; Winter Interest 
in the Landscape; Gardening for All 
Ages 

Vendors from around the area will 
be on hand showing you what’s new 
for the 2009 gardening season. All 
registrants are eligible for wonderful 
door prizes (you must be registered 
and present to win). Pre-registration 
is required and the cost for the day is 
$35.00. This fee also includes lunch 
and all printed materials. Classes 
fill on a first received basis. If you 
would like more information or for a 
brochure to register, contact the Mc¬ 
Donough County Extension office at 
309-837-3939. Registration forms are 
also available at: http://web.extension. 

uiuc.edu/mcdonough/downloads/15502.pdf 

After spending long winter days in¬ 
doors, most folks love to get outside 

in spring, even if it’s just to do chores. 
However, outdoor chores can bring elec¬ 
trical hazards. 6326AA12-750C 

Lor example, ladders contacting power 
lines cause 9 percent of electrocution- 
related deaths each year, according to 
recent data from the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC). Landscap¬ 
ing, gardening, and farming equipment 
cause another 7 percent. To avoid elec¬ 
trical hazards, make sure you and your 
family follow these simple tips: 

General 

■ Teach children to stay away from 
electric transformers and substations 
and explain what posted warning 
signs mean. 

■ Avoid damp conditions when using 
electricity. Keep all electrical devices 
and cords away from water. 

■ Place waterproof covers on all out¬ 
door outlets. 

■ Install ground fault circuit interrupt¬ 
ers (GPCIs) in outlets where water 
may be present. 

■ Only use extension cords marked for 
outdoor use; match power needs of 

an electric tool or appliance to the 
cord’s label information. 

■ Dial 8-1-1, the national “Call Before 
You Dig” phone number, at least 72 
hours before engaging in any type of 
excavation work. Local utilities will 
be notified to mark the approximate 
location of any underground lines on 
your property. 

Power Tools 

■ Inspect power tools and appliances 
for frayed cords, broken plugs, and 
cracked or broken housing, and 
repair or replace damaged items. 

■ Store power tools indoors. 
■ Unplug outdoor tools when not in 

use. 
■ Do not carry power tools by the cord. 

Ladders 

■ Use only a fiberglass or wooden lad¬ 
der if you must work near overhead 
wires. 

■ Never touch a person or an object 
that has made contact with a power 
line. 

Source: Electrical Safety Foundation Inter' 

national; CPSC 

Spring Chore Safety 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2009 



Production Tax Credit (PTC) 
A federal tax incentive designed to support the introduction of new renewable 
energy sources (such as wind, geothermal, biomass, and small hydropower) by 
investor-owned utilities.Electric co-ops are not eligible for the PTC, but can use 
CREBs for the same purpose. 

Cap and Trade 
A system of regulating greenhouse gases (GHG),like carbon dioxide, where each 
source (like a power plant) has a limit placed on the amount of gases it can 
release—the cap.Those who emit less than the cap can sell their extra allowances 
to those who are not able to make reductions as easily—the trade. 

■ i HP 

Carbon Tax 
A proposed tax on energy sources that emit carbon dioxide, based on the carbon 
content of a particular fuel, meant to curb both carbon emissions and consump¬ 
tion of coal, natural gas, and oil.The resulting revenue could be used to fund 
environmental projects, reduce other taxes, or returned to taxpayers via rebates. 

Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
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Energy Policy 101 

An ever-growing list of terms and acronyms describe aspects of public policy that can 

have a very real impact on electric bills at home. As energy policy gets shaped through the 
actions of a new administration and Congress, expect to hear more about the terms below. 

Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) 
Laws passed by 28 states and Washington, D.C., (as of 2008) that require investor- 
owned utilities, some municipal electric systems, and electric generation suppliers 
to add increasing amounts of'clean and green'energy to their power supply mix 
by a certain date. Eighteen states call for electric co-ops to meet RPS mandates. 

Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs) 
Federal bonds that act as interest-free loans and provide not-for-profit electric 
co-ops with a way to invest in renewable generation. Co-ops had used 
$450 million in CREBs for renewable generation projects by the end of 2008. 

Check your electric water heater thermostat. Many manufacturers 
set thermostats to 140 F, although most households only need a 
setting of 120 F. Each 10 degree drop in water temperature can 
save you between 3 percent and 5 percent in energy costs. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy 

Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden 

throughout The Wire. If you find your map location number, call 

our office and identify your number and the page that it is on. If 

correct, you will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill. 

Energy Efficiency 
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McDonough Power 

Cooperative Connects 

Members to 

Stimulus Savings 

Steve Epperson 
President/CEO 

Every month we will have four 

map location numbers hidden 

throughout The Wire. If you 

find your map location number, 

call our office and identify your 

number and the page that it is 

on. If correct, you will win a $10 

credit on your next electric bill. 

t’s all over the news; with the pas¬ 

sage of the federal stimulus bill there’s 

money available to help many Ameri¬ 

cans weatherize homes and make energy 

efficiency improvements. But how can 

residents in McDonough Power’s seven- 

county7 service territory connect with 

these resources? McDonough Power is 

ready to help as the American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act of 2009 goes into 

effect. 

“The state of our economy has left 

many McDonough Power members 

searching for ways to make ends meet,” 

says Steve Epperson, President/CEO of 

McDonough Power. “Making the most 

of each energy dollar is high on every¬ 

one’s list of concerns. We’re ready to 

help explain which parts of the stimulus 

bill may affect you, especially if you’re 

considering energy efficiency improve¬ 

ments.” 

Investing in a few basic measures to 

secure a home from outside elements 

could provide major benefits. The U.S. 

Department of Energy (DOE) says 

weatherization — the process of sealing 

air leaks and properly insulating a home 

— can reduce heating bills by up to 32 

percent, resulting in an average energy 

savings of $358 per year. 

“You can be more comfortable, and 

save on your energy bill while improv¬ 

ing the environment,” adds Epperson. 

“Making our nation more energy ef¬ 

ficient takes all of us doing our part, and 

the stimulus bill provides new ways for 

you to save money while you’re doing 

it.” 9114C9-450A 
As a result of the stimulus pack¬ 

age, DOE’s Weatherization Assistance 

Program is expanding with a goal of 

weatherizing one million homes per 

year. In the past, only households that 

earned up to 150 percent of the national 

poverty level were eligible to participate. 

The stimulus bill extends eligibility to 

those with incomes below 200 percent 

of the national poverty level. For a 

family of four, that’s an income limit of 

$66,150. 

Program participants receive a 

professional energy consultation with 

an analysis of energy bills, a blower-door 

test to locate air leaks and advice on 

how to be more efficient. 

Workers then arrive to make energy 

upgrades like insulating walls and roofs, 

sealing air leaks, and installing more ef¬ 

ficient heating and cooling systems. The 

process to weatherize a home through 

the program usually takes two days with 

an average cost of $2,500. Since some 

homes have different needs, the stimulus 

bill allows up to $6,500 to be spent on 

each home. 

For members not eligible for feder¬ 

ally funded programs, the stimulus plan 

provides a homeowner efficiency tax 

credit of up to $1,500, or 30 percent, 

of the cost for new energy upgrades, 

including weatherization activities as 

well as installation of efficient heating, 

ventilation, and air conditioning sys¬ 

tems. Efficiency tax credits were already 

available for 2009, but carried a $500 

limit (with additional caps for certain 

types of upgrades) and only covered up 

to 10 percent of a member’s investment. 

“You may have looked at the tax 

credit in the past and thought it wasn’t 

worth it,” notes Epperson. “This change 

effectively triples the amount of finan¬ 

cial investment you get credit for, and, 

coupled with how much you can save 

on energy costs each year, it makes these 

efficiency measures much more afford¬ 

able.” 

Tax credits directly lower a member’s 

federal income taxes, and are gener- 

Continued on page 16b 
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McDonough 
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Cooperative 

1210 West Jackson Street 

P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 

309-833-2101 

www.mcdonoughpower.com 

Office hours: 

7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays 

DIRECTORS 

Michael Cox, Chairman 

Steve Lynn, Vice Chairman 

Steve Youngquist, Secretary 

Stan Prox, Treasurer 

■ Stimulus Savings continued from page 16a 

ally more valuable than tax deductions 
because they reduce taxes owed dollar- 
for-dollar. In contrast, a tax deduction, i 
like a home mortgage or charitable gift, 
lowers taxable income and may only of- < 
fer small savings. For example, a $1,500 i 
tax deduction for someone in the 25 
percent tax bracket would lower taxes 
owed by $350; a $1,500 tax credit for 
energy efficiency efforts will lower taxes 
owed by $1,500! 

FULTON 
Fulton County Health Department 
700 East Oak Street 
Canton, Illinois 61520-3157 
Telephone: 309-647-1134 ext. 245 
Hours of Operation: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

HANCOCK 
Western Illinois Regional Council 
223 South Randolph Street 
Macomb, Illinois 61455-2209 
Telephone: 309-837-2997 
Hours of Operation: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

HENDERSON, MCDONOUGH 
& WARREN COUNTIES 
Western Illinois Regional Council 
223 South Randolph Street 
Macomb, Illinois 61455-2209 
Telephone: 309-837-2997 
Hours of Operation: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Eligible members should contact their 
local community action agency to apply 
for the weatherization services. Below 
is a list of agencies and corresponding 
counties. To find out more about energy 
efficiency measures supported through 
the stimulus bill, visit 
www.weatherizationillinois.com or 
recovery.illinois.gov. 

KNOX 
Carver Community Action Agency 
235 East Main Street 
RO. Box 28 
Galesburg, Illinois 61402-0028 
Telephone: 309-342-0158 
Hours of Operation: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

SCHUYLER 
Two Rivers Regional Council of Public 
Officials 
1125 Hampshire, Suite 100 
Quincy, Illinois 62301-3000 
Telephone: 217-322-6916 
Hours of Operation: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Robert J. Dwyer 

Steve Hall 

Walter Lewis 

Jeffrey Moore 

Jerry Riggins 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 
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The power of human connections 

Energy Efficiency 

o f 7fto H tS 

Use a programmable thermostat to vary your home’s temperature 
based on your schedule. Lower your thermostat when you’re not 
home or at night to save as much as 10 percent on heating and 
cooling costs! 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy 
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A SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
FOR A SPECIAL PLANET 

It’s our home, and its land, air 
I and water sustain our daily lives. 
So, every year on April 22, people 
throughout the world celebrate 
Earth Day. 

Back in the late 1960s, Ameri¬ 
cans were beginning to become 
aware of the damage pollution was 
causing to the planet’s air and water. 
After U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson 
of Wisconsin witnessed the damage 
caused by an oil spill off the Cali¬ 
fornia coast, he called for a day that 
would focus the nation’s attention 
on the importance of the environ¬ 
ment. 4219B4-530A 

The first Earth Day took place on 
April 22, 1970. April 22 was chosen 
because it was the birthday of Julius 
Sterling Morton, who founded Arbor 
Day. In addition, the organizers be¬ 
lieved that naturalist John Muir had 
been born on that day, although they 

later learned Muir had actually been 
born on the 21st. (Reflecting the politi¬ 
cal chaos of the times, a conservative 
group insisted that Earth Day was actu¬ 
ally a pro-Communist event, because 
Soviet Union founder Vladimir Lenin 
also happened to be born April 22.) 

Nearly 20 million Americans par¬ 
ticipated in activities to commemorate 
that first Earth Day, and the focus on 
environmental issues contributed to the 
subsequent passage of the Clean Air Act 
and the establishment of the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. 

Over the years, Earth Day has grown, 
with particularly large observances in 
1990 and 2000. Today, many cities and 
towns observe the day by holding events 
that spotlight ways people can make 
Earth-friendly choices, from replacing 
incandescent light bulbs with high- 
efficiency compact fluorescent lamps 
(CFLs), to increasing awareness of local 
recycling programs. 

Electric cooperatives like ours have 
also been working to help consumers 

Co-op receives two awards at 
state conference 

/MMcDonough Power Cooperative in Macomb received two safety honors 
I VI recently during the Safety/Supervisory Technical Conference held in 
Springfield. The awards were given to cooperatives with outstanding “no 
lost time” and “accident/illness” safety records for 2008. President/CEO 
Steve Epperson says, “We are extremely proud of our employees. It takes 
personal commitment and daily vigilance to accomplish a consistently safe 
working environment. Our safety conscious corporate culture exists because 
of our employee’s excellent attitudes and cooperation.” 627A3-706B 

The conference is sponsored annually by the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives (AIEC). The theme of the conference was “Make Safety 
Your Brand.” 

reduce their use of electricity. For 
example, we promote proper home 
sealing as a way to lower energy 
bills while enhancing comfort. 

Why would an electric coop¬ 
erative care so much about the 
environment? We live here, too, 
and we appreciate having clean air 
to breathe and clean water to drink. 
Just as important, we’re a non-profit 
membership organization that exists 
to serve the needs of members like 
you. Wise energy use and a concern 
for the Earth improve the quality 
of our members’ lives, now and for 
future generations. 

For practical ideas on ways to 
improve the efficiency of your 
home while reducing the demand 
for electricity, contact your local 
Energy Advisor. On Earth Day and 
every day, we’re here to provide free 
advice when you want it, and help 
when you need it. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • April 2009 6c 
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Those who live on a farm know it’s 
hard work and dangerous, too. Each 

year, farmers are electrocuted when large 
farm machinery comes into contact with 
overhead power lines. 

Often, the situation occurs because a 
newer, bigger piece of equipment no lon¬ 
ger clears a line the way a smaller one 
did. In addition, shifting soil may also 
affect whether or not machinery avoids 
power lines from year to year. 

The following tips will help keep 
everyone on a farm safe: 
■ Look over work areas carefully for 

overhead power lines and utility poles. 

■ Make sure you have ample clearance 
when moving large machinery such 
as combines, grain augers, pickers, 
bailers, and front-end loaders. Do this 
every year as equipment sizes or soil 
conditions may change. 

■ Store large equipment properly if near 
or under power lines. When planning 
new construction, factor in existing 
power lines. 541C6C-270C 

■ Be extra careful when working around 
trees and brush; they often make it 
difficult to see power lines. 

■ Train all farm workers to keep an eye 
out for overhead power lines. 

Sources: Safe Electricity www.safeelectric' 
ity.org; National Ag Safety Database 

Chris Grammes writes on writes on safety 
issues for the National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association, the Arlington, Va.- 
based service arm of the nations 900'plus 
consumer owned, not'for'profit electric 
cooperatives. 

Watch Out for Electrical Hazards on the Farm 
By Chris Grammes 



McDonough 
// Pnwrr 

Cooperative’s 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
McDonough Power Cooperative • Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Youth Day 

Kelly Hamm 
Energy Services 
Manager / Youth 
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Every month we will have four 

map location numbers hidden 

throughout The Wire. If you 

find your map location number, 

call our office and identify your 

number and the page that it is 

on. If correct, you will win a $10 

credit on your next electric bill. 

K 
Pictured L to R: Mark Sullivan, Prem Thottumkara, 
Emily Cooper 

enator John Sullivan 
and Representative 

Rich Myers met with 10 
students representing 
McDonough Power Co- 
operative as well as 5 area 
high schools including 
BushnelhPrairie City, Monmouth-Ro- 
Seville, West Prairie, Rushville-Industry 
and Macomb during the Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperatives Youth Day 
on Wednesday, April 1, in Springfield. 
Students had an opportunity to view 
state government in action and tour the 
State Capitol, Illinois Supreme Court 
and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Museum. 532D2-900C 

The day was sponsored by the Illinois 
electric and telephone co-ops and is de¬ 
signed to introduce young rural leaders 
to state government as well as educate 
them about cooperatives. 

Of the 10 students, 2 finalists and 
one alternate were chosen to represent 
McDonough Power on a week-long 
all-expense paid trip to Washington 
D.C. along with over 1,450 students 
from across the nation. Mark Sullivan 

of Rushville-Industry High School and 
Emily Cooper of Bushnell-Prairie City 
High School will spend the week of 
June 12-19, 2009 visiting historically sig¬ 
nificant national sites, touring some of 
our most moving memorials, and brows¬ 
ing the campus of our nation’s capital. 
During their time in D.C., they will ride 
a river boat down the Potomac, tour the 
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, and visit 
the Supreme Court. Prem Thottumkara 
of Macomb High School will serve as 
an alternate if either finalist is unable to 
attend. 

McDonough Power Cooperative is 
pleased to be involved in this program. 
“We feel like educated citizens are better 
citizens. And better citizens are better 
co-op members.” states Kelly Hamm, 
McDonough Power Youth Tour Coordi- 

I nator. 
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It Takes a Cut Above 

To Stay a Step Ahead 
or millennia, trees have been ap¬ 
preciated for their shade, planted 

for their fruit, harvested for their wood 
and venerated by countless poets and 
philosophers. 

Trees contribute to our health, beau¬ 
tify our neighborhoods, help regulate 
our atmosphere and can even reduce 
our electric bills, if 
carefully planned and 
planted. 

However, trees can 
also cause headaches 
for their human neigh¬ 
bors. Their roots can 
damage foundations. 
They can topple in storms and destroy 
buildings. And, their high-reaching 
limbs can interfere with the reliable 
delivery of electricity to your home. 

Stormy weather can blow tree limbs 
into distribution lines, causing outages, 
and even toppling the trunks entirely, 
breaking poles and creating hazards. 

Limbs and leaves in contact with 
power lines can conduct electricity, cre¬ 
ating a potentially dangerous condition 
for anyone who comes near. Tree-to-line 
contact also contributes to what electric 
system professionals call “line loss.” The 
term refers to electricity created at a 
generating plant that does not reach its 
destination, an inefficiency that increas¬ 
es costs for us and for you. 

The cooperative has programs to keep 
trees under control while leaving them 
healthy and strong. 

McDonough Power has contracted 
with Spoon River Electrical Cooperative 
(SREC) to clear transmission rights of 
way. They employ professionals trained 
to work around high-voltage lines safely 
and preserve the plants. SREC person¬ 
nel are licensed by the Illinois Depart¬ 

ment of Agriculture and are exceedingly 
experienced. 532RM3-900A 

Cooperatives that keep their rights of 
way clear can demonstrate the ben¬ 
efits in reliability and savings to their 
members. 

This winter, heavy ice and gusty winds 
hit the majority of our southern service 

territory, resulting in 
power blinks and extend¬ 
ed outages in some areas. 
However, in the northern 
region where extensive 
tree trimming had been 
completed, there were no 
significant outages. 

National electric codes prescribe 10 
or 20 feet of clearance between trees 
and power lines, depending on volt¬ 
age. With thousands of miles of line to 
maintain and thousands of tree limbs to 
clear, crews might not get to the trees 
near your home or business every year. 
But right-of-way crews know how much 
and how often to trim trees to keep your 
electric system safe and reliable. 

If you decide to plant a tree for 
you and future generations to enjoy, 
or to provide cooling shade for your 
home, you can help make our crews’ 
tasks easier. Before turning over even 
a shovelful of dirt, look up for power 
lines. Think about the mature height of 
the tree you are planting. Don’t plant 
trees that could eventually reach up and 
touch power lines. 

And, please, if existing trees are 
close to the lines and need trim¬ 
ming, don’t try to tackle the job 
yourself. Every year, amateur tree 
trimmers are hurt or killed when try¬ 
ing to clear limbs near power lines. 
Call the professionals at your co-op. 

“A society grows great when 
old men plant trees whose 
shade they know they shall 
never sit in. ” 
-- Greek Proverb 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Energy Efficiency Tip Me Mr>» M 

When washing clothes, use less water by running full loads. In addi¬ 
tion, approximately 80 percent of the energy used by washing ma¬ 
chines heats water, so by using cold water and cold-water detergents 
you can cut a load’s energy use in half. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy 
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Vegetation Management Program 

/ ^ tarting May 15th contracted crews 

Jfrom Spoon River Electric Coopera¬ 

tive will begin cutting, trimming and 

spraying of vegetation that is interfering 

with electric service. This program is 

ongoing and is necessary to deliver safe, 

low cost and reliable electric service 

to your home. See the map below for 

more information pertaining to the work 

scheduled for you area. If you have any 

questions or concerns regarding specific 

trees or chemicals used on your property 

please contact McDonough Power at 

833-2101. 

10 is TYlotksr's Day 

Home Energy Savings 

Booklet Available 

Your coopera¬ 

tive has avail¬ 

able to you an 

energy savings 

booklet entitled 

“101 Low-Cost/ 

No-Cost Home 

Energy-Savings 

Measures.” This 

booklet was 

produced by 

Touchstone 

Energy® and contains 

a list of low-cost/no-cost energy 

saving tips to help you better man¬ 

age your home’s energy costs. Pick 

one up today at your cooperative’s 

main office in Macomb or click 

on the Energy Savers icon on the 

cooperative’s website 

www.mcdonoughpower. 

com. 
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'Lighting, refrigeration, appliances 
and cooking: Lighting, refrigeration, 
cooking and appliances account for 
56 percent of the total energy usage in 
the normal household. Using the com¬ 
puter, entertainment center, stove, hot 
water, hair dryer or washing machine 
and clothes dryer more or the use of 
lighting has increased. The location 
of refrigerators and freezers is very im¬ 
portant. Never place a refrigerator or 
freezer in direct sunlight or in uncon¬ 
ditioned space such as a hreezeway, 
garage or out-building. The refrigera¬ 
tor or freezer will have to work extra 
hard to overcome the excessive heat 
in the spring, summer and fall. Make 
sure that the refrigerators and freezers 
have adequate ventilation. 

I Equipment maintenance: If your 
appliance is more than 15 years old, 
the efficiency of that appliance may be 
decreasing significantly and requiring 
more energy to do its job. It is impor¬ 
tant to clean or replace the condenser, 
coils or filters on your appliances regu¬ 
larly. You may need to replace the ap¬ 
pliance itself. Many times old electri¬ 
cal wiring will have loose connections 
resulting in increased electrical usage 
and create potential safety hazards. 

I Seasons: The additional heating or 
cooling load will cause an increase in 
electric usage. Heating and cooling 
average around 44 percent of the total 
energy usage for the normal house¬ 
hold. Using space heaters, fireplaces, 
livestock heaters or vehicle block 
heaters in the winter can dramatically 
increase your energy consumption. 
Running a dehumidifier or watering 

of lawns, gardens and animals in the 
summer months will increase your 
energy usage. 

I Weather: Lightning may have dam¬ 
aged the well pump, sump pump or 
appliance increasing the running 

of the pump or appliance. II under¬ 
ground wiring-insulation is damaged, 
an increase in electrical usage may oc¬ 
cur when the ground is saturated with 
moisture. 532CWL12-900A 

biggest energy user in your 

■ Construction or remodeling activi¬ 
ties: Has there been any underground 
excavation recently? If you have 
underground wiring, the electrical 
wires may have been nicked resulting 
in a direct short. Many times room ad¬ 
ditions are completed without proper 
sizing of HVAC for additional heating 
and cooling loads. 

Once you have located the source 
of your problem, you may need to call 
your electrician immediately. For further 
assistance in learning about appli¬ 
ances and their electrical usage, call 
McDonough Power at (309) 833-2101. 
We will be happy to assist you with your 
questions. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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What Causes High Meter Readings? 

/Ifou just received your monthly billing 
1 statement when you notice that it 

is significantly higher than the previ¬ 
ous month. What do you do? Your first 
inclination is to call McDonough Power 
Cooperative and have them check your 
meter for accuracy. Rarely is the meter 
the problem. Following are just some 
of the potential causes for your higher 
meter reading: 

■ Lifestyle: The size of your household 
has increased or someone is staying 
at home more. You have added a new 
swimming pool or hot tub in your 
back yard. You have had “guests” stay 
for an extended period. Hobbies that 
include the use of power tools, ovens 
and other high electrical resistance 
tools or appliances are being used. Us¬ 
ing uninsulated buildings. 
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Cooperatives Oppose 

Full Auction of 

Allowances Under 

Carbon Cap-and- 

Trade 

Steve Epperson 
President/CEO 

* I |n^er a uCap and Trade” approach to 
HW reducing greenhouse gases, Congress 

must decide how to distribute emissions 
allowances. Congress can choose to free¬ 
ly allocate allowances to the regulated 
community or others; it can auction all 
allowances to the highest bidder; or it 
can adopt a hybrid approach of allocat¬ 
ing some allowances freely and auction¬ 
ing the remainder. 

President Obama’s FY2010 budget 
proposes to auction 100 percent of all 
emission allowances under a cap-and- 
trade climate change program that has 
yet to be developed. 

Consumer-owned electric coopera¬ 
tives strongly oppose a 100% auc¬ 
tion of emission allowances and urge 
Congress to minimize the economic 
impacts of climate change legislation 
on consumers. 

Auctioning Raises Costs to Rural 

Electric Cooperative Consumers 
Unfortunately, auctioning all allow¬ 

ances only serves as a backdoor, variable 
tax on electric cooperative consumers 
to raise revenue for the government. 
Even worse, the level of the tax would 
be determined by Wall Street and large 
multi-national energy companies who 
would likely be the highest bidders in 
any auction. Cooperatives would likely 
be price takers under an auction. If the 
government needs to raise revenue to 

fund important national priorities, those 
taxes should be set by the government 
and collected by the IRS, not set by Wall 
Street and collected by utilities. 

Further, auctioning allowances is not 
necessary to achieve the environmental 
objective of a cap-and-trade plan - 
namely to achieve significant, long-term 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 
Those reductions are achieved by the 
cap established in the legislation. An 
auction of allowances will not result in 
any further reductions of C02 emis¬ 
sions. It won’t reduce emissions, it will 
only raise revenue. 5332A6-1212C 

Additionally, one of the main reasons 
given by advocates, including President 
Obama’s budget, for auctioning allow¬ 
ances to the highest bidder is to avoid 
giving industries “windfall profits.” 
Flowever, electric cooperatives are not- 
for-profit, consumer-owned utilities that 
provide electricity to our members. As 
not-for-profit entities it is, by definition, 
impossible for cooperatives to receive 
“windfall profits.” 

Since cooperatives provide electric¬ 
ity on an at-cost basis, any additional 
costs borne by cooperatives gets passed 
directly through to our member-con¬ 
sumers. Conversely, any costs avoided 
save on our consumers’ monthly electric 
bills. 

In the case of cooperatives, the most 

straightforward, efficient method of 

Continued on page 16b 

Save Life Date 
McDonough Power 2009 Annual Meeting Thursday, August 

27 at The Crossing in Macomb. Registration begins at 6 p.m. 

with the business meeting at 7 p.m. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2009 
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minimizing higher costs to our member- 
consumers is to freely allocate allow¬ 
ances to cooperatives. Co-op consumers 
will still face higher costs resulting from 
efforts to reduce emissions, and those 
costs will grow over time as the emis¬ 
sions cap declines. However, consum¬ 
ers can be protected from unnecessary 
higher costs that would result if co-ops 
have to bid on allowances against other 
for-profit entities. 

Avoid the "Enronization" of any 

Auction 
Some proposals contain explicit 

language allowing any entity to bid on 
allowances in an auction. Under this 
structure, rural electric cooperatives not 
only would be competing for allowances 
with large investor-owned utilities, 
manufacturing giants, and multi-nation¬ 
al oil companies, but also deep-pocketed 
financial firms. 

Investment houses and other brokers 
have a role to play in ensuring a liquid 
market, but should not be enticed to buy 
allowances at the auction, hold them 
to drive up prices, and then sell them 

purely to make a profit. Those profits 
would come directly from the pockets of 
consumers and would not provide any 
C02 reductions. 538A3-266B 

Greenhouse gas emission allowances 
should not be treated as just another 
commodity like pork bellies. Much like 
how Enron manipulated the electricity 
markets in California in 2000, such a 
structure could drive up prices, promote 
extraordinary market volatility, and 
threaten the economic and energy se¬ 
curity of the country without providing 
any additional environmental benefits. 

Members, we need your help. Your 
cooperative is doing all it can to protect 
your interests while being responsible 
stewards of the environment. The pro¬ 
posed cap-and-trade program is not sen¬ 
sible for our cooperative. Please make 
our voice heard, go to mcdonoughpower. 
com and click on the “Our Energy, Our 
Future” icon and let your legislators 
know how you feel. If you would like to 
write a letter, please feel free to bring it 
by the cooperative. We will make sure it 
gets to your elected officials. Thank you 
for supporting vour cooperative. 

Energy Efficiency 

t/i f ftf v n f 

Don’t keep your refrigerator or freezer too cold. Recommended 
temperatures are 37° to 40° F for the main refrigerator compart¬ 
ment and 5° F for the freezer. If you have a stand-alone freezer, it 
should be kept at 0° F. Appliance settings may vary, so an easy 
way to check the temperature is to use a meat thermometer. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy 

Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden 

throughout The Wire. If you find your map location number, call 

our office and identify your number and the page that it is on. If 

correct, you will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill. 

www.icl.coop 



Nominating Committee will meet 
embers of the 2009 nominating 
committee have been appointed 

by the McDonough Power Cooperative 
board of directors. The committee will 
meet on June 10 at the Red Ox in Ma¬ 
comb at 7 p.m. to nominate candidates 
for election to the board of directors at 
the 2009 annual meeting of members to 
be held August 27 at The Crossing in 
Macomb. 

District 1 - (composed of the West 
half of Scotland Township and East half 
of Chalmers Township in McDonough 
County): Charles Cox, RO. Box 116, 
Macomb. 

District 2 - (composed of all Lam- 
oine, Bethel and Industry Townships in 
McDonough County and parts of Brook¬ 
lyn, Littleton and Oakland Townships 
in Schuyler County7): Earl Sims, 10245 
N 600th Rd, Macomb and David Crabb 
Sr., 5065 E 1000th St, Macomb. 

District 3 - (composed of all Hire, 
Tennessee, Colchester and the West half 
of Chalmers Townships in McDonough 
County and parts of Fountain Green 
and Hancock Townships in Hancock 
County): Millie Shields, 1290 Texas Rd., 
Colchester. 

District 4 - (composed of all Bland- 
insville, Sciota and Emmett Townships 
in McDonough County): Dan Mc¬ 
Millan, 20575 E 1000th St., Sciota. 

District 5 - (composed of the East 
half of Scotland and all of New Salem, 
Eldorado and Mound Townships in 
McDonough County and part of Harris, 
Farmers and Vermont Townships in 
Fulton County): Lyndall Pigg, 20950 
N 1700th Rd., Bushnell, and A1 Cook, 
21845 N 850th Rd., Adair. 

District 6 - (composed of all Ma¬ 
comb, Walnut Grove, Bushnell and 
Prairie City Townships in McDonough 
County and part of Lee in Fulton Coun¬ 
ty): Dean Hansen, 13390 N 1950th Rd, 
Good Hope. 

District 7 - (composed of all Raritan 
and Media Townships in Henderson 
County and Point Pleasant, Swan Creek 
and Greenbush Townships in Warren 
County): James Grant, 497 20th Ave, 
Roseville. 

District 8 - (composed of all Biggs- 
ville in Henderson County and Tomp¬ 

kins, Ellison, Roseville, Lenox, Mon¬ 
mouth and Spring Grove Townships in 
Warren County): Lynn Shimmin, 733 
90th Ave., Roseville, and Chris Fleming, 
778 80th Ave., Roseville. 

District 9 - (composed of Kelly, Cold- 
brook, Floyd and Berwick Townships in 
Warren County and parts of Galesburg, 
Cedar and Indian Point Townships in 
Knox County): Tom Curtis, 1283 War¬ 
ren School Rd, Monmouth. 

The bylaws of the cooperative provide 
that nominations to the Board of Direc¬ 
tors may be made by (1) the Nominating 
Committee, (2) a petition signed by 15 
or more active members, the petition 
must be received at the principal office 
of the cooperative at least 30 days before 
the annual meeting or (3) nominations 
can be made from the floor at the an¬ 
nual meeting. 7217B9A-636A 

The terms of directors from Districts 
2, 5, and 8 expire this year. Directors 
presently serving on our Board of Direc¬ 
tors are: District 1, Michael D. Cox; Dis- 

I trict 2, Jerry Riggins; District 3, Walter 
Lewis; District 4, Stan Prox; District 5, 
Steven L. Lynn; District 6, Jeffrey N. 
Moore; District 7, Steve Hall; District 
8, Robert Dwyer; and District 9, Steven 
Youngquist. 

It shall be the duty of the board to 
appoint, not less than 40 days nor more 
than one hundred twenty days before 
the date of a meeting of the members at 
which board members are to be elected, 
a committee on nominations consisting 
of two members from each district in 

which a director is to be elected and one 
member from each of the other districts 

| served by the cooperative. No member 
of the board may serve on such com¬ 
mittee. The committee shall prepare 
and post at the principal office, at least 
thirty days before the meeting, a list of 
nominations for directors, which shall 
include at least one or more candidates 
for each board position to be filled by 
the election. 

The secretary shall be responsible for 
mailing with the notice of the meeting 
or separately, but at least seven days be¬ 
fore the date of the meeting, a statement 
of the number of board members to be 
elected and the names and addresses of 
the candidates nominated by the com¬ 
mittee on nominations. 

Any fifteen or more members acting 
together may make other nominations 
by petition and the secretary shall post 
such nominations at the same place 
where the list of nominations made by 
the committee is posted. Nominations 
made by petition, in order to be valid, 
must be received at the principal office 
of the cooperative at least thirty days 
before the meeting. 

Any nomination by petition which 
meets the requirements of the bylaws 
shall set forth in the annual meeting 
notice as nominations made by peti¬ 
tion and any such nominations shall 
appear on the official ballot. Nothing 
contained herein shall, however, prevent 
additional nominations to be made from 
the floor at the meeting of members. 

July 4th 
Our office will 
be closed for 

Independence Day, 
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An Electrifying Program 
McDonough Power and Ameren team up to bring safety demonstration to Macomb 

tudents from McDonough County 
learned to respect electricity during 

an “electrifying” program sponsored by 
McDonough Power Cooperative and 
Ameren at the Progressive Agriculture 
Farm Safety Day held at the Me- 
Donough County 4H grounds on April 
16. The event was put on by the West 
Central Illinois Chapter of Farm Safety 4 
Just Kids (FS4JK). Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative Journeyman Lineman Scott 
McTaggart gave a Live Line safety dem¬ 
onstration to McDonough County 4th 
graders that was full of sparks, fire, loud 
noises and even a smoldering hot dog. 

McTaggart uses the same poles, 
transformers and line hardware utilized 
by McDonough Power and other electric 
utilities to show the power 7,200 volts 
really has. 

The dynamic demonstration keeps 
kids’ attention and teaches them as 
well. According to McDonough Power 
Energy Services Manager Kelly Hamm, 
“The students enjoyed the performance, 
especially when he showed what would 
happen to a squirrel, hot dog and bird. 
I think it brought to life the dangers 
of messing with electrical outlets and 
power lines.” 

Here are a few tips that McTaggart 
includes in his adult or child demonstra¬ 
tions: 
■ With the help of a fake squirrel, 

McTaggart showed how some animals 
can safely sit upon power lines, and - 
zap! - what happens if they do make 
a path to ground for the electrical 
current. If an animal is stuck near 
power lines, on a utility pole, or near 
a transformer, leave it. Never attempt 
to poke or prod an animal away from 

anything that conducts electricity. 
Call your utility company. They have 
the equipment and expertise to safely 
deal with the situation. 

■ Using a hot dog to pose as a human 
finger, McTaggart showed how fast 
electricity could harm a child or adult. 
Remember that countless non-metal 
materials conduct electricity. Kite 
string, clothing, fishing rods, soil and 
water are a few examples of items that 
can become deadly under the right 
circumstances. Never touch a power 
line with anything. 7123C7-114A 

■ McTaggart showed students how 
quickly a Mylar balloon smolders 
when it contacts electricity. Would 
you let your child walk beneath a 
power line while he or she was holding 
a metal pole in the air? Of course not. 
Yet the shiny silver coating on a Mylar 
balloon is an excellent conductor of 
electricity. 

■ “The electricity can come down 
through the ribbon into your child’s 
hands and out of his feet at the speed 
of light,” warns McTaggart. Even free- 
floating Mylar balloons pose a threat 
- they can become entangled in and 
destroy expensive electrical equip¬ 
ment. That’s equipment that others 
are depending on for day-to-day 
electrical service. McTaggart cautions 
consumers to deflate and dispose of 
balloons when children are finished 
with them. 

■ Plug extension cords into Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI)- 
equipped cords that plug into stan¬ 
dard outlets. If your extension cord 
is accidentally severed by your power 
tool or comes into contact with water, 

the GFCI will break the circuit. 
Outlets equipped with GFCI’s should 
be installed in bathrooms, kitchens, 
outdoors and any place where water 
is present. “I wish we could get a lot 
more of these in our homes and busi¬ 
nesses,” says McTaggart. “It’s an easy 
way to cut down fatalities.” 

■ Shut your power off before doing 
electrical work at home - and check 
to make sure that it is off. 

■ Kids like to climb trees. “It’s kind of 
tough to teach a five-year-old the 
difference between a phone wire and 
a power line,” McTaggart says. “So 
the rule is - if any wire is near a tree 
- don’t climb it. Find another tree.” 
McTaggart pointed out that branches 
may sag into power lines as children 
climb. Another note of caution - the 
power lines you see running down 
your streets and country roads are not 
insulated. 

■ Overhead power lines and swimming 
pools can be a deadly combination. 
The long metal rods of swimming 
pool skimmers can graze power lines. 
McTaggart says you shouldn’t bet 
your life on the protective value of 
insulation on wires - trees can wear 
away the coating and squirrels nick or 
chew through rubber. “Have overhead 
power lines near a pool buried,” says 
McTaggart,” before they bury some¬ 
one else. 
The most important advice that the 

students took home with them that day 
was SAFETY FIRST. 

You can visit www.livelinedemo.com 
for more information and to see clips of 
a presentation. 

WINNERS!! 
Congrats to members Diana Mayhew and Roger Larson!! Both recently 

received $10 credits on their electric bills for identifying their map 

location numbers in recent issues. 

Thanks for your continued readership. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 
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It's Here - Online 

Bill Payment!! 

Kelly Hamm, 
Energy Services 

Manager 

Jt J| cDonough Power Coopera' 
■ Wl tive is working to meet your 

needs - and now paying or view¬ 

ing your bills will be even easier. 

In response to your requests, 

members now have another 

helpful option to view and/or pay 

their McDonough Power Coop¬ 

erative’s monthly bill - an online 

website. Even if you choose not 

to pay your bill this way, you will 

still be able to view current or 

past month billing statements. 

This secure site is operated by 

our billing software contractor, 

Southeastern Data Cooperative 

(SEDC), and maintained inde¬ 

pendently of McDonough Power. 

It meets all security regulations 

to ensure that your financial 

information is protected by the 

highest industry standards. 

Check it out today! For 

details visit us at www.mcdonoughpower. 

com and under News & Events click on 

“What’s Happening”. 

We hope you enjoy the new conve¬ 

nience of viewing and/or paying on¬ 

line for your electricity. Our Member 

Service Department will be happy to 

answer any questions you might have 

about the new system - give us a call at 

309.833.2101. 

Save the Date 
/AJ| cDonough Power 2009 Annual Meeting - Thurs- 

^l*lday, Aug. 27,at The Crossing in Macomb. Registra¬ 

tion begins at 6 p.m. with the business meeting at 7 p.m. 

5326B2-260B 
Want to know what makes your home more energy 

efficient? Check out our display at the annual meeting. 

We will also showcase our state association’s Toyota 

Prius PHEV (plug-in hybrid electric vehicle). This 

vehicle is part of a national research project sponsored 

by the U.S. Department of Energy and our national as¬ 

sociation’s Cooperative Research Network. 
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Solutions for Our Future: 

Energy Efficiency 
/Pnergy efficiency - the buzzword of 

Cthe late 1970s and early ’80s - has 
be come a hot topic once again. The 
federal stimulus bill includes funding for 
making energy efficiency improvements 
to your home, and there are numerous 
national groups dedicated to promoting 
the concept. But you might not know 
that the energy efficiency revolution 
started with a refrigerator. 

In the mid-1970s the first of a series 
of national refrigerator standards was 
created. Back then, the amount of 
energy each fridge used varied widely 
depending on 
the engineer who 
designed it and 
the amount of 
insulation built 
in. By setting and 
later boosting ef¬ 
ficiency standards 
for manufacturers 
to follow, the U.S. Department of Energy 
notes the amount of energy a standard 
fridge consumes today has been cut by 
75 percent from 1975 — even though 
the size of the average fridge has grown 
from 18 cubic feet to 22 cubic feet. 

As a result, the amount of energy 
we’re saving by using current efficient 
commercial and residential refrigerator 
models (versus those from the 1970s) 
equals more than all renewable energy 
produced in America today, excluding 
hydropower. You see, energy efficiency 
isn’t about wearing sweaters or cutting 
back on your daily activities — it’s all 
about being smart with the power you 
use. And the smarter we are about our 
power use right now, the less power we’ll 
need in the future. 

The U.S. Energy Information Admin¬ 
istration stresses that because of efficien¬ 
cy measures, energy productivity — the 
impact we get from every kilowatt-hour 
used — is rising by 0.9 percent a year. By 
turning to energy efficiency to pull more 
productivity out of the electricity we 
require, the United States can reduce its 
demand growth from 2.1 percent each 
year to 0.5 percent, according to a 2009 

Our Energy, Our Future 
A Dialogue With America 

McKinsey Global Institute study. 
Electric cooperatives like Mc¬ 

Donough Power Cooperative are doing 
our part to help you get the most out of 
each kilowatt-hour you consume. Across 
the nation, 92 percent of electric coop¬ 
eratives offer energy efficiency programs 
for members. It’s part of our commit¬ 
ment to providing you with reliable and 
affordable power in an environmentally 
responsible fashion. 

As you’ve probably heard, govern¬ 
ment action to address climate change 
will increase electric bills; the size of 

this impact on your 
pocketbook has 
yet to be decided. 
When it comes 
to meeting our 
nation’s energy 
challenges, electric 
co-ops are offering 
elected officials out 

experience on how to make affordable 
choices on behalf of consumers. But we 
need your help. 533D1-260A 

Through the Our Energy, Our Fu¬ 
ture™ grassroots awareness campaign, 
hundreds of thousands of electric coop¬ 
erative members like you have sent more 
than 1.7 million messages to Congress, 
asking lawmakers to focus on the inter¬ 
connected issues of making sure we have 
enough generation to satisfy growing 
demand, developing new low-emissions 
technologies, and keeping electric bills 
affordable when shaping energy and 
climate change policy. 

Get involved in this campaign by ask¬ 
ing your U.S. representative and sena¬ 
tors on Capitol Hill this important new 
question: Are you willing to work with 
electric cooperatives like McDonough 
Power Cooperative to ensure our nation 
has reliable power at a price consumers 
can afford? 

To learn how to begin a dialogue, 
visit www.ourenergy.coop today. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 6 



Know How to Stay Safe After Storms 

evere thunderstorms, tornados 
and flooding can leave more than 

damage in their wake - they can leave 
hidden dangers as well. Safe Electric¬ 
ity advises everyone to be mindful of 
the electrical hazards that storms and 
flooding can leave behind. 

“The danger does not end when 
the storm does,” says Molly Hall, 
Executive Director of Safe Electric¬ 
ity. “People can be hurt or killed by 
hazards left behind. Be cautious in any 
clean up effort.” 

Stay away from downed power 
lines and be alert to the possibility 
that tree limbs or debris may hide an 
electrical hazard. Treat all downed or 
hanging power lines as if they are ener¬ 
gized. Lines do not have to be arcing or 
sparking to be live. Warn others to stay 
away and contact the electric utility. 

As part of the “Teach Learn Care” 
TEC campaign, the program urges par¬ 
ents and other caregivers to make sure 
hildren are aware of these hazards as 
ell. 

“Before re-entering storm-damaged 
buildings or rooms, be sure all electric 
and gas services are turned off,” said Jay 
Solomon, University of Illinois Exten¬ 
sion Engineering Educator. “Never 
attempt to turn off power at the breaker 
box if you must stand in water to do 
so. If you can’t reach your breaker box 
safely, call your electric utility to shut off 
power at the meter.” 

Never step into a flooded basement 
or other area if water is covering electri¬ 
cal outlets, appliances or cords. Be alert 
to any electrical equipment that could 
be energized and in contact with water. 
Never touch electrical appliances, cords 
or wires while you are wet or standing in 
water. 

If using electric yard tools in clean¬ 
up efforts, do not operate them if it’s 
raining or the ground is wet, or while 
you are wet or standing in water. Keep 
all electric tools and equipment at least 
"en feet away from wet surfaces. 

Cleaning up and using water-dam¬ 
aged appliances also carry safety risks,” 
said Solomon. “Electric motors in appli¬ 
ances that have been drenched or sub¬ 

merged should be thoroughly cleaned 
and reconditioned before they are put 
back into service. It may be necessary to 
repair or replace electrical appliances or 
tools that have been in contact with wa¬ 
ter. Do not use any water-damaged ap¬ 
pliance until a professional has checked 
it out.” 5310C2-260B 

If after a storm or disaster, the power 
to your home is out for a prolonged pe¬ 
riod, know important safety rules, such 
as never using a charcoal or gas grill to 
cook inside! And if you use a portable 
generator, be sure a transfer safety 
switch has been installed or connect the 
appliance (s) directly to the generator. 
This prevents electricity from traveling 
back through the power lines, what’s 
known as “back feed.” Back feed creates 

danger for anyone near lines, particu¬ 
larly crews working to restore power. 

If you are driving and come upon 
a downed power line, stay in your 
vehicle, warn others to stay away and 
contact emergency personnel or the 
electric utility. Never drive over a 
downed line. A downed line causes 
other things around it to become 
potentially hazardous. 

If you are in a car which has come 
in contact with a downed power line, 
stay in your vehicle. If you must leave 
your car jump free keeping both feet 
together and either shuffle or hop to 
safety. A live wire touching the ground 
causes electricity to fan out in a pool 
and the action of running or strid¬ 

ing allows one foot to move from one 
voltage zone to another. Your body then 
becomes the path for the electricity and 
electrocution is the tragic result. 

For more information on electrical 
safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
Spanish versions of electrical safety 
information and games and materials to 
help teach children electrical safety also 
are available on this Web site. 

“Teach Learn Care” TEC is a public 
service campaign of Safe Electricity, 
an electrical safety public awareness 
program created and supported by a 
coalition of hundreds of organizations, 
including electric utilities, educators and 
other entities committed to promoting 
electrical safety. 

IMap Location Game 
Every month we will have four 

map location numbers hidden 
throughout The Wire. If you find 
your map location number, call our 

office and identify your number 
and the page that it is on. If cor¬ 
rect, you will win a $10 credit on 
your next electric bill. 

^663, 

SB66, 
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Coming Soon - New 

Program to Help 

Members Save - 

More Details at our 
Annual Meeting 

Co-op Connections® Card 

McDonough 
/ Power 

M Cooperative 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

/■lie are pleased to announce that 
W McDonough Power Cooperative 
will soon be involved in the Touchstone 
Energy Co-op Connections Card. Each 
of our members will receive a card that 
will help them save on prescription 
drug costs and products they buy from 
national and local retailers. More in¬ 
formation will be coming at the Annual 
Meeting August 27th and in tuture issues 
of Illinois Country Living! 

trai(E 
PAY 

Our office will 
be dosed Friday, 

July 3rd for 
Independence 

Day. 

Nominating Committee Report 
/pursuant to the Bylaws, the members 

I of the nominating committee met 
at The Red Ox Restaurant in Macomb, 
Illinois, on June 10, 2009 at 7:00 EM. 
to nominate candidates for election 
as directors at the McDonough Power 
Cooperative’s next annual meeting of 
members to be held at 7:00 PM. on 
Thursday, August 27, 2009. 

The following members were present: 

Charles Cox 
Lyndall Pigg 
Millie Shields 
Dan McMillan 
James Grant 
Earl Sims 

A1 Cook 
Lynn Shimmin 
Tom Curtis 
Dean Hansen 
David Crabb Sr. 

The committee selected the following 
nominees to be candidates for director 
to serve for a three-year term and to be 
elected at the annual meeting: 

DISTRICT #2: 
DISTRICT #5: 
DISTRICT #8 

Jerry Riggins 
Steve Lynn 
Robert Dwyer 

Any 15 or more members acting 
together may make other nominations 
by petition. Additional nominations for 
directors may be made from the floor at 
the meeting. 5333D3A-1212C 

Dan McMillan 
CHAIRMAN 



McDonough 
^ Pnwpr 

Cooperative’s 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
McDonough Power Cooperative • Macomb, Illinois 61455 

i 

mi 
'oyo'ti 

\hybri<l ::(■}<: 
|///</.>), l h:i 

\hid-> h 
<i fi'iiiotnil 

'oniond by ihi 
b' O'-iytir'an-r,);: 

■in-rcjy cunl 
lirnfiiional m • 
'<:i<iaon/') Coop ■ 

\oiivo 

(work, 

Registration begins at 6 
Business meeting at 7 p.m. 

Please join us to find out what’s going on at your cooperative 

Thursday, August 27th 
at The Crossing in Macomb 

PRIZES ~ PRIZES ~ PRIZES E
 ~ PRIZES 

We will draw for prizes throughout 
the evening including 3 - $200 energy credits 

Pork chop sandwiches, 
chips, cookies & soda 

Served 6-7 p.m- 
Members attending 

receive a $5 bill credit 

Hear about the new 
Co-op Connections 
discount program 

Visit our innovative display to 

find out what makes your home 

more energy efficient 

We hope to see you there! 
ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • August 2009 ^ 

ww
w.

m
cd

on
ou

gh
po

we
r.c

om
 •
 w

ww
.m

cd
on

ou
gh

po
we

r.c
om

 •
 w

ww
.m

cd
on

ou
gh

po
we

r.c
om

 •
 w

ww
.m

cd
on

ou
gh

po
we

r.c
o 



J McDonough 
// Power 

Cooperative 

1210 West Jackson Street 

RO. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 

309-833-2101 

www.mcdonoughpower.com 

Office hours: 

7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays 

DIRECTORS 

Michael Cox, Chairman 

Steve Lynn, Vice Chairman 

Steve Youngquist, Secretary 

Stan Prox, Treasurer 

Robert J. Dwyer 

Steve Hall 

Walter Lewis 

Jeffrey Moore 

Jerry Riggins 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
The power of human connections 
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Sullivan Represented McDonough 
Power Cooperative in Washington 

cM ark Sullivan of 
Rushville repre¬ 

sented McDonough 
Power Cooperative 
in Washington, 
D.C., during the 
annual “Youth to 
Washington” Tour, 
June 12-19. This 
event, sponsored by 
the electric and tele¬ 
phone cooperatives 
of Illinois, began 50 
years ago to intro¬ 
duce rural youths 
to our democratic 
form of government 
and cooperatives. 

Sullivan met with Congressman 
Aaron Schock and was among 65 rural 
Illinois youth leaders selected for the 
trip. The Illinois students joined 1,532 
young leaders from across the country. 
In addition to the Capitol, they also 
visited Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Washington National Cathedral, 
several Smithsonian Museums, the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
the World War II Memorial, the Royal 
Embassy of Saudi Arabia, the National 
Archives, the Newseum and a number 
of other historical sites. (531C1C-900B) 

From left are Chaperones Josh and 
Kelly Hamm, Schock and Sullivan. Kelly 

Hamm is an employee of McDonough 
Power Cooperative. (5224D5-958A) 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
is a member of Touchstone Energy® 
— an alliance of more than 685 lo¬ 
cal, consumer-owned electric utilities 
around the country. McDonough Power 
is committed to providing superior 
service based on four core principles: 
integrity, accountability, innovation 
and commitment to community. The 
co-op serves more than 5,184 members 
over 1,409 miles of line in parts of 
Fulton, Hancock, Henderson, Knox, 
McDonough, Schuyler and Warren 
counties. For more information visit 
www. med o nou gh p ower. com. 

Find out how you can save money just by 
being a member of McDonough Power 

Details at the Annual Meeting 
e are pleased to announce that 
McDonough Power Cooperative 

will soon be involved in the Touchstone 
Energy Co-op Connections Card pro¬ 
gram. Each of our members will receive 
a card that will help save on prescription 
drug costs and products they buy from 
national and local retailers. More in¬ 
formation will be coming at the Annual 
Meeting August 27 th and in future issues 
of Illinois Country Living! 

McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative 

www.icl.coop 61 



Electric Co-op Leaders Speak Frankly with Congress 
Efforts underscore message of the Our Energy, Our Future ™ campaign 

n early May, roughly 
3,000 electric coopera¬ 

tive leaders from across 
the country converged on 
Capitol Hill with a criti¬ 
cal message for Congress 
— electricity must remain 
reliable and electric bills 
affordable. Represent¬ 
ing McDonough Power 
Cooperative were Steve 
Epperson, President and 
CEO, as well as district 
4 board representative, 
Stan Prox. 

In face-to-face meetings 
with lawmakers, the co-op 
representatives stressed 
that if climate change 
legislation wasn’t enacted, 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
would take matters into 
its own hands. In mid-April the agency 
announced it was ready to use the federal 
Clean Air Act to curtail the release of 
carbon dioxide and five other green¬ 
house gases blamed for contributing to 
climate change. Believing the Clean Air 
Act “not well-suited’’ to addressing global 
climate change, electric co-ops are urging 
Congress to act on a simple, affordable, 
flexible, and effective solution. 

A proposed cap-and-trade plan being 
pushed by Congress, designed to curb 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gas emissions, would set a specific limit 
on such emissions from sources like 
power plants, factories, and refineries, 
requiring those sources to account for 

all greenhouse gases with allowances. 
An ever-shrinking number of allowances 
would be traded between companies. 
Unfortunately, under some parts of 
this plan the price to generate electricity 
from fossil fuels — a price directly tied to 
electric bills — could potentially fall into 
the hands of Wall Street speculators. 

“You can either side with Wall Street 
and the speculators, or you can side with 
Main Street, your constituents, and your 
electric cooperative,” said Glenn Eng¬ 
lish, CEO of the Arlington, Va.-based 
National Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 
sociation, the service arm of the nation’s 
900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-profit 
electric co-ops. (534A5B-266B) 

While messages from electric co-op 
leaders carry a lot of weight on Capitol 
Hill, nothing compares to the voices 
of co-op members themselves: the 42 
million hard-working citizens that will 
ultimately foot electric bills impacted by 
federal climate change policy. 

Become a part of the conversation to¬ 
day, and join the hundreds of thousands 
of electric co-op consumers already in¬ 
volved in the Our Energy, Our Future™ 
grassroots campaign. Please visit www. 
ourenergy.coop for more information 
on how your personal story can impact 
energy legislation on a national level. 

MAP LOCATION 
Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden throughout The Wire. If you find 

your map location number, call our office and identify your number and the page that it is on. 

If correct, you will win a $10 credit on your next electric bill. 
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Back to School Health Tips 
By Meg Jones 

s your kids head back to school this 

fall, they’re probably eyeing that 

backpack featuring characters from this 

year’s hottest television show or the latest 

fashions from the mall. 

They’re probably not quite as in tune 

with the shots and safety tips they need 

to stay healthy - which makes your job 

as a parent even more important. 

Here are a few health and safety 

tips from the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) and the 

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 

to help your kids stay healthy and thrive 

through the beginning of the school year 

and beyond. (724D9-630B) 

Make sure they're up to date 
on their shots. 

According to the CDC, in most states, 

it is the responsibility of parents, not 

family doctors, to provide shot records to 

the health department and to schools. 

And for good reason: today, we move, 

travel or change doctors far more often 

than our parents and grandparents did. 

Also, doctor’s offices and clinics store 

records of children’s shots and the dates 

they were received only for a few years. 

It’s very important for parents to stay 

on top of this because in most states, 

children are not allowed to enter school 

or childcare centers unless they can 

prove that they’ve had all of the required 

shots for their age group. 

Want more information? Visit the 

CDC Web site (http://www.cdc.gov/ 

vaccines/default.htm) for shot sched¬ 

ules, recommendations and guidelines, 

and charts that you can download and 

print to track your child’s shots. 

Make the first day easier. 
Remind your child that they are not 

the only one who may be uneasy about 

the first day. Point out the good points 

of starting school - they’ll see old friends 

and will meet new ones. 

Remember backpack safety. 
Choose a backpack with wide, padded 

straps and a padded back. Pack light - 

the backpack should never weigh more 

than 10 to 20 percent of your child’s 

body weight. That means your 80-pound 

son’s load shouldn’t weigh more than 

about 15 pounds. 

Getting there (and back) safely. 
Teach your child how to be safe on 

the bus, walking on sidewalks and riding 

in the car. Make sure your child knows 

these basic safety tips. The complete 

list of tips is available on the Ameri¬ 

can Academy of Pediatrics Web site at 

http://www.aap.org/ advocacy/ releases/ 

augschool.cfm. 

School Bus 
If your child’s school bus has lap/ 

shoulder seat belts, make sure your child 

knows how they work and to wear it at 

all times when on the bus. If your child’s 
school bus does not have lap/shoulder 

belts, ask the school to buy or lease buses 

with lap/shoulder belts. 

Always wait for the bus to stop moving 

before stepping off the curb to get on. 

Take a seat right away and do not move 

around on the bus. 

Car 
All passengers should wear a seat belt 

and/or an age- and size-appropriate car 

safety seat or booster seat. 

Your child should ride in a car safety 

seat with a harness as long as possible and 

then ride in an approved booster seat. 

Your child should ride in an approved 

booster seat until the seat belt fits them 

properly (usually when the child reaches 

about 4’ 9” in height and is between 8 

to 12 years of age). 

All children under 13 years of age 

should ride in the rear seat of a car. 

Remember that many crashes occur 

while new teen drivers are going to 

and from school. You should limit the 

number of teens in the car with a teen 

driver to prevent driver distractions; this 

is even required by law in many states. 

Bike 
Always wear a bicycle helmet, no mat¬ 

ter how short or long the ride. 

Ride on the right side of the road, 

going the same direction as the traffic. 

Use appropriate hand signals when 

making turns. 

Follow traffic light and stop sign rules. 

Wear bright colored clothing to in¬ 

crease visibility. 

Know the “rules of the road.” 

Walking to School 
Make sure your child’s walk to a school 

is a safe route with well-trained adult 

crossing guards at every intersection. 

Be realistic about your child’s ability 

to walk to school without an adult. Be¬ 

cause small children don’t have a lot of 

experience around traffic, they may take 

risks that could put them in harm’s way. 

Carefully consider whether or not your 

child is ready to walk to school without 

adult supervision. 

Bright coloreci clothing will make your 

child more visible to drivers. 

Meg Jones, marketing communica¬ 

tions senior advisor with the National 

Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 

writes group health articles for Insurance 

and Financial Services. 

Insurance & Financial Services (IFS) 

administers the NRECA Group Benefits 

Trust that covers more than 100,000 

electric cooperative employees and their 

families, directors, and retirees. 
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Do-It-Yourself Home Energy Audits 

(Q ne of the first steps to making 
your home more efficient involves 

understanding how it uses energy. 
Just as a doctor has to do a thorough 
examination of a patient before writing a 
prescription, your home will need a good 
inspection before most inefficiencies can 
be identified and corrected. 

McDonough Power will soon offer 
professional home energy audits; in the 
meantime you can easily conduct a basic 
home energy audit with a simple but 
diligent walk-through. When auditing 
your home, keep a checklist of areas you 
have inspected and problems you find. 
Full lists are available online — Touch¬ 
stone Energy Cooperatives® Home 
Energy Saver (at www.touchstoneener- 
gysavers.com) and the Alliance to Save 
Energy Home Energy Checkup (search 
for it at www.ase.org) are both useful — 
and most trouble spots can be found in a 
few key areas. 

Locating Air Leaks 
First, make a list of obvious air leaks 

(drafts). The potential energy savings 
from reducing drafts in a home may 
range from 5 percent to 30 percent per 
year, with a much more comfortable 
residence as the result. Check for indoor 
air leaks, such as gaps along a baseboard 
or edge of the flooring and at junctures 
of walls and ceiling. 523D3-150C 

Inspect windows and doors for air 
leaks. If you can rattle them, movement 
means possible air leaks. If you can see 
daylight around a door or window frame, 
then the door or window has a leak; you 
can usually seal these through caulking 
or weather stripping. 

On the outside, inspect all areas 
where two different building materi- 

Average Home Energy Costs 

The first step in reducing your home energy costs is to review last 
year's utility bills and see where your energy dollars are going. The 
U.S. Department of Energy Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy claims the average homeowner spends the 
most energy dollars on heating and cooling. 

Refrigeration 8% 
Computers & 
Electronics 9% 

Source: 2007 Buildings Energy Data Book, Table 4.2.2005 energy cost data. 

als meet, including all exterior corners, 
siding and chimney junctures, and areas 
where the foundation and the bottom of 
exterior brick or siding join. You should 
plug and caulk any holes or penetrations 
for faucets, pipes, electric outlets, and 
wiring. 

Also, look for cracks and holes in 
the mortar, foundation, and siding, and 
seal them with the appropriate mate¬ 
rial. Check the exterior caulking around 
doors and windows, and see whether 
exterior storm doors and primary doors 
seal tightly. 

When sealing any home, be aware 
of indoor air pollution and appliance 
“back drafts.” Back drafting occurs when 
various appliances that burn fuels and 

exhaust fans in the home compete for 
air. An exhaust fan may pull combustion 
gases back into the living space. This 
can obviously create a very dangerous 
and unhealthy situation. 

Insulation 
Heat loss through the ceiling and 

walls in your home could be very large if 
insulation levels are less than the recom¬ 
mended minimum. When your house 
was built, the builder likely installed the 
amount of insulation recommended (if 
any) at that time. Given today’s energy 
prices (and future prices that will prob¬ 
ably be higher), your insulation might 

■ Continued on page 16b 
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309-833-2101 
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7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays 

DIRECTORS 

Michael Cox, Chairman 

Steve Lynn, Vice Chairman 

Steve Youngquist, Secretary 
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John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

■ Continued from page 16a 

be inadequate, especially if you have 
an older home. Online energy audits 
will provide more details on checking 
insulation levels in the attic, walls, and 
basement. 

Heating/Cooling Equipment 
Inspect heating and cooling equip¬ 

ment annually, or as recommended by 
the manufacturer. If you have a forced- 
air iurnace, check filters and replace 
them as needed. Generally, you should 
change them about once every month 
or two, especially during periods of high 
use. Have a professional check and 
clean your equipment once a year. 

Lighting 
On average, lighting accounts for 

about 10 percent of a home’s electric 
bill. Examine the wattage size of the 
light bulbs in your house. You may have 
100-watt (or larger) bulbs where 60 or 
75 watts would do. You should also con¬ 
sider compact fluorescent light bulbs for 
areas where lights are left on for hours at 
a time. 

More information on both do-it- 
yourself and professional energy audits 
can be found at www.energysavers.gov. 
If you are interested in a professional 
audit of your home please contact Mc¬ 
Donough Power at (309) 833-2101 for 
details. 

Article courtesy of the U.S. Depart' 
merit of Energy Office of Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy 

Watch for your Co-op Connections card 

in October's issue of the Illinois 

Country Living 

As a member of McDonough 
Power Cooperative, a 

Touchstone Energy coopera¬ 
tive, you can receive discounts 
on products and services from 
participating local and national 
businesses. The Co-op Connec¬ 
tions member benefit program is 
absolutely free. 

Here’s what you get: 
■ Great discounts from busi¬ 

nesses in our communities as well as 
offers nationwide 

■ Access to money saving grocery 
coupons 5430D4-1256A 

■ 10 percent - 60 percent discounts 
on prescriptions at participating 
pharmacies 

■ Access to over 60,000 national and 
regional pharmacy chain stores, 
including CVS, Walgreens, Walmart 
and many more 

McDonough 

/ f - Power 
^operative 

A Touchstom 
Energy® Cooperative 

This is just 
one more way 
you benefit from Jjjj 
being a coop- " 

erative member. 
As a Touch¬ 
stone Energy i 

cooperative, I 
we are always 
“Looking out for you”. 

Be on the lookout for your Co-op 
Connections card and key fobs to be 
included with the October issue of the 
Illinois Country Living. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 6! 



SEALING MEANS SAVING 
AND COMFORT 

Iooking for an easy way to save 
money and improve your home’s 

comfort/ Try sealing your home. By 
taking steps to reduce what is known 
as air infiltration, you can signifi¬ 
cantly cut your annual energy costs 
and make your home more comfort¬ 
able. 

Air infiltration is unwanted air 
that leaks into your house through 
openings, cracks and other areas that 
aren’t sealed as well as they should 
be. Your exterior walls, ceilings, 
floors, windows and doors form what 
is known as the home’s “envelope.” 
Just as a properly sealed paper enve¬ 
lope keeps the contents from leaking 
out, a properly sealed home keeps 
unwanted air from leaking in. 

What do we mean by “un¬ 
wanted” air? In the wintertime, you 
make your home more livable by 
heating the indoor air to a comfort¬ 
able temperature, and using your 
furnace or heat pump to maintain 
that temperature. When cold air 
from outside is able to slip into your 
house, it begins to reduce the indoor 
temperature, and often creates drafts 
that make you feel colder. That 
means your furnace or heat pump 
has to work even harder to maintain 
the temperature. A similar situation 
happens when warm, humid outside 
air slips into your air-conditioned 
home. 

Besides unwanted air, an 
improperly sealed home also invites 
other things you don’t want in your 
home - such as pests, rodents and 
moisture that can lead to mold, 
mildew and wood rot. That’s why 
sealing your home can help you pro¬ 
tect its structural integrity and your 

much is getting in. It’s better to 
seal your home from the attic and 
crawlspace and use proper ventila¬ 
tion to control fresh air coming in. 

One final thought: If you use 
any combustion appliances (any¬ 
thing powered by gas, propane or 
oil), have a certified heating and 
cooling technician check that those 
appliances will have adequate vent¬ 
ing after you have performed your 
sealing measures. Otherwise, those 
items could allow dangerous gasses 
into your home. 

Our Energy Advisor knows a 
lot about sealing homes, and can 
help you develop a better under¬ 
standing of what sealing may do 
for you. That’s just another way we 
give our members free advice when 
they want it and help when they 
need it. 

family’s health, too. 
You probably already notice 

some air leaks around familiar 
areas like doors and windows. 
Most people think that sealing 
those areas is the most important 
thing they can do to enhance 
comfort and energy savings, but 
extensive review of what saves 
money and what does not shows 
that major sources of air infiltra¬ 
tion are usually more difficult to 
reach. Locating and sealing these 
areas can lead to dramatically 
improved comfort and energy 
savings: 

® At attic access hatches lo¬ 
cated inside the home (maybe 
in a closet or hallway?) 

■ Where the walls and founda¬ 
tion meet 5311B3-260A 

• Where electric or telephone wires, 
gas lines or TV cables enter 

■ Around outdoor faucets and water 
pipes 

■ Where heating and cooling duct 
comes through the floor or ceiling - 
even that small space between the 
metal ductwork and the floor should 
be sealed 

■ While not part of the building enve¬ 
lope, all ductwork should be sealed 
so that the air you are paying to heat 
or cool gets to where you want it and 
doesn’t leak out along the way. 

Some homeowners worry that they 
may seal their homes too tightly. While 
it’s true that you want to ensure that 
your home receives enough fresh air 
every day to have good indoor air qual¬ 
ity, using air leaks for ventilation is a 
bad approach, especially when you don’t 
control where that air enters or how 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • September 2009 < 
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Farm Equipment Safety 
magine that you are driving a combine 
to the field through a back gate when 

things come to a screeching halt. You 
look back to see what’s stopping you 
only to discover that you’re tangled in 
an overhead power line! What do you 
do? 5310A8B'260A 

First, DON’T climb out. Unless 
you’re in immediate danger, stay where 

you are and call for help. 
Most utility lines are uninsulated, 

bare wires. Do not let your body become 
a direct link between the power line 
and the ground. If you must leave the 
combine, jump as far away as you can, 
making sure that no part of your body 
touches the combine and the ground 
at the same time. 

Once you’re off the combine, do not 
go back until your local electric co-op 
disconnects the power line. 

Every year, 62 farm workers are 
electrocuted in the United States. You 
don’t want to be one of them. 

Map Location Game 
Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden throughout 

The Wire. If you find your map location number, call our office and 
identify your number and the page that it is on. If correct, you will win 
a $10 credit on your next electric bill. 

Our office 
will be dosed 

Monday, Sept. 7 
for Labor Day. 
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Annual Meeting 2009 
yMMembers of McDonough Power Co- 

Cl ■ loperative learned about the role they 

could play in climate change legislation and 

they re-elected three area men to three-year 

terms on the coop’s board of directors at the 

organization’s annual meeting Thursday, 

Aug. 27, in Macomb. Members re-elected 

Steve Lynn of Macomb, Jerry Riggins of 

Macomb and Boh Dwyer of Roseville. 

President and CEO Steve Epperson 

reported on the challenges facing the 

cooperative in regards to climate change 

legislation, which will have a direct 

impact on electric bills. 

“Some changes would be 

great, some very bad; quite 

honestly, there are ver¬ 

sions of proposed legis¬ 

lation being discussed 

by the Senate that 

target the middle of 

our country, especially 

rural America, and at¬ 

tempts to impose a dis¬ 

proportionately heavier 

burden onto our backs,” 

Epperson said. “Our state 

as well as the other 47 states 

where rural electric cooperatives 

exist would like to speak with one 

voice. We want to be heard. We want a seat 

at the table so that we can be involved in 

structuring reasonable solutions. You, the 

membership, standing united and speaking 

out, are a formidable force ... Please help 

us advocate on your behalf.” 

NRECA (National Rural Electric Coop¬ 

erative Association) President and CEO, 

Glenn English addressed the audience 

through video. “Directors across the coun¬ 

try are fighting to keep your costs down. 

It’s the elected officials who will help make 

the decisions that will affect your rates. 

Above 
Board of Directors - left to right: Stan Prox, Walt 
Lewis, Bob Dwyer, Jeff Moore, Steve Lynn, Mike 
Cox, Jerry Riggins, Steve Hall, Steve Youngquist 

Left 
John Freitag of the statewide association talks with 
members about the plug-in hybrid electric car. 

We have a col¬ 

lective 42 million 

cooperative members 

nationwide,” he said. “Use 

our democratic process to reach your legis¬ 

lators with one voice. Take part in the Our 

Energy. Our Future campaign.” 

While McDonough Powrer Cooperative 

employees distributed “Our Energy. Our 

Future” postcards to member/owners of the 

cooperative, Epperson encouraged them to 

complete two cards. “The cards are addressed 

to each of your two Senators and will be 

hand-delivered and placed on their desks.” 

“While we remain concerned about the 

future price of power and attempt to influ¬ 

ence a positive outcome, there is something 

else we, as a cooperative, can do ... that is 

investing in and equipping ourselves for 

energy efficiency. Energy efficiency makes 

sense from a stewardship perspective.” 

McDonough Power Cooperative contin¬ 

ues to provide energy efficiency informa¬ 

tion and help to their member/owners. 

“I hope many of you were able to see 

our energy efficiency display tonight and 

were able to ask questions about how to 

better equip your homes to save money 

and electricity,” said Epperson. More 

details about energy efficiency and other 

cooperative programs can be found on the 

co-ops newly designed Web site at: www. 

mcdonoughpower.com. 5119B7'1132A 

Continued on page 16c. 

McDonough Power Cooperative • Macomb, Illinois 61455 
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McDonough 
" Power 

Cooperative 

1210 West Jackson Street 

P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 

309-833-2101 

www.mcdonoughpower.com 

Office hours: 

7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays 

DIRECTORS 

Michael Cox, Chairman 

Steve Lynn, Vice Chairman 

Steve Youngquist, Secretary 

Stan Prox, Treasurer 

Robert J. Dwyer 

Steve Hall 

Walter Lewis 

Jeffrey Moore 

Jerry Riggins 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
The pouter of human connections 

October is Co-op Month 
Membership Has Its Privileges 

I’m often asked why we call 
I those who purchase electric¬ 
ity from McDonough Power 
“members” and not “custom¬ 
ers.” The answer is simple. 

Some of my friends are 
members of Rotary and 
Lion’s clubs. And you’re a 
member of McDonough 
Power Cooperative. 

Service clubs have a com¬ 
mon mission — together the 
club accomplishes more than 
an individual could. The same 
holds true for high school 
clubs; they pool resources and work together 
to help each member succeed. 

Membership at McDonough Power Co¬ 
operative offers many of the same benefits 
as clubs do, but with a big extra. You and 
the rest of our more than 5,000 members ! 
own the co-op! That means we answer to 
you, not investors who’ve never walked our 
streets or spent time in our schools. This 
structure harkens back to our origins. 

McDonough Power was organized by 
farmers and rural residents from this area 
in 1938, with support from the federal Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration (REA). 
At that time, investor-owned utilities said 
there wasn’t enough profit to be made to 
warrant the expense of building power 
lines into the countryside. 

REA offered low-cost loans for bringing 
electricity to unserved homes and farms. So 
folks began forming electric cooperatives to 
meet the need. A fee of $5 was collected 
from each family — making them co-op 
members and owners — to generate capital 

for borrowing. The rest is 
history. 

You should be proud 
of what McDonough Power 
has accomplished. We are an 
economic driver in the com¬ 
munities we serve. A 2009 
study funded by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
found electric co-ops across 
the U.S. employ 130,000 
Americans, both directly and 
indirectly, with revenues top¬ 
ping out at $45 billion. 

Best of all, every co¬ 
op operates on a not-for-profit basis. 
McDonough Power doesn’t offer profits 
to investors — we return money over and 
above operating costs to you, our members, 
based on electricity consumption. An¬ 
nually, electric co-ops nationwide return 
$545 million to members through this 
“capital credits retirement” process; this 
year McDonough Power members received 

! $238,000. 
Electric co-op membership remains as 

important today as it was in the late 1930s. 
And all of the nation’s 900-plus electric 
co-ops in 47 states share a common mis¬ 
sion: to keep energy safe, affordable, and 
reliable. 5315C2-260B 

Working together through efforts like 
the Our Energy, Our Future™ grassroots 
awareness campaign, we’re keeping our 
needs at the top of Congress’s agenda. 
We’re part of something special — a na¬ 
tionwide network owned and controlled 
by people like you and me. That’s why 
membership matters. 

t ^ 

Kelly Hamm, 
Energy Services 

Manager 

S IMap location (j 
Every month we will have four map 

location numbers hidden through¬ 
out The Wire. If you find your map 
location number, call our office . 
and identify your number and the 
page that it is on. If correct, you 
will win a $10 credit on your next 
electric bill. 
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Annual Meeting 2009 “ Continued from page 16a 

-r 

Board Chairman Michael Cox high- 

lighted events of the past year. “In Decem¬ 

ber we experienced the worst ice storm in 

McDonough Power history. If you recall, 

after the ice accumulated we had a couple 

of days with high winds, creating more 

outages, making power restoration very 

difficult,” he said. “We do appreciate your 

patience during that trying time. Spring 

brought with it wind and lightning storms, 

broken poles, damaged equipment and 

conductor on the ground. We are commit¬ 

ted to restoring power as quickly as possible 

when these unfortunate events occur.” 

Cox also told members that the coop¬ 

erative installed automated meter reading 

(AMR). This allows the co-op to acquire 

outage information electronically, 

which allows for more efficient 

deployment of resources 

so that power can be 

restored more rap¬ 

idly. AMR also 

is more conve¬ 

nient for the 

members and 

more accurate 

in the readings. 

4120D4-1122C 

Other high¬ 

lights mentioned at 

the meeting include 

the successful replace¬ 

ment of a switching station, 

remodeling of the co-op offices and 

importantly, Cox said, capital credit retire¬ 

ment checks were recently distributed. “The 

cooperative retired $238,000 of allocated 

margins to members for 1979, 1980 and 

part of 1981,” he said. 

Kelly Hamm, Energy Services Manager, 

reported that McDonough Power Coop¬ 

erative is now providing its members with 

the Co-op Connections Card. The card 

gives members discounts to a number of 

national and local businesses, including 

discounts on prescriptions. “We continue 

to work with area businesses and intend to 

add names to this list on your behalf,” she 

said. “The Co-op Connections card will 

give you access to more than 60,00 national 

and regional pharmacy chain stores includ¬ 

ing CVS, Walgreens and Wal-Mart.” 

Members also had an opportunity to 

see the plug-in hybrid electric car that 

Above 
Members visiting our new energy efficiency 

display received tips on how to make 
their home more energy efficient. 

Left and Below 
Members taking the opportunity 
to converse with neighbors and 
friends. 

employees of the statewide electric coop¬ 

erative office drove over from Springfield. 

“This vehicle is part of a national research 

project sponsored by the U.S. Department 

of Energy and our national association’s 

Cooperative Research Network,” said Ep¬ 

person in closing remarks. “There are 15 

of these co-op owned plug-in hybrids being 

operated across the country.” 

Also included in the evening line-up was 

a video presentation featuring the 2009 

Youth to Washington winner, Mark Sul¬ 

livan of Rushville-Industry High School, 

who represented the Cooperative dur¬ 

ing a week-long Co-op sponsored trip to 

Washington, D.C. The annual event closed 

with recognition of McDonough Power 

Cooperative employees, including special 

recognition for years of service. 
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Discover the value of co-op membership and save 
yAs a card-carrying member, you can 

C-Muse your Co-op Connections Card or 
key fob at any participating business and 
receive discounts at restaurants and retail 
shops, hair salons, video stores, services, 
hotels and much more. Spotting a partici¬ 
pating business is easy. Look for the Co-op 
Connections Card sticker on the business’ 

All About You (309) 833-2294 

Macomb 
10% off any hair/nail product. Buy a spa pedicure, 

get a free upgrade to the ultimate pedicure which 

includes a warm stone massage for feet and legs. 

Lora’s Bookkeeping (309) 734-7115 
Monmouth 

10% off income tax prep. Not valid with any other offer. 

Amana Bear Plumbing, 
Htg. & Electric (309) 833-5446 

Macomb 
10% off all parts and labor. Not valid with any other offer. 

Michael’s Hair Designers (309) 837-6411 
Macomb 

$2.00 off hair cut & $5.00 offcolor. Not valid with 

any other offer. 

Cafe Aroma (309) 837-2233 
Macomb 

10% off total bill on Monday’s & Tuesday’s. Excludes 

Cappi Hour and other coupons. 

Minus Muffler (309) 837-6444 
Macomb 

Buy 5 oil changes, 6th is free (same vehicle only); 

$ 10 off power steering, transmission, or coolant flush; 

10% off brake & trans. service. 

Cedar Creek Candles (309) 734-8166 
Monmouth 

10% off any purchase. Not valid with any other offer. 

Organize U (309) 255-1428 
Macomb 

10% off services. Not valid with training or any 

other offers. 

Cerar’s Barnstormer Steakhouse. (309) 734-9494 

Monmouth 
10% off total bill. Excludes alcohol. Not valid with 

any other discount. 

Promission Auto & Tire (309) 772-3333 

Bushnell 
Buy 4 oil changes, 5th is free. Not valid with any 

other offer. 

Culligan Water of Macomb ....(309) 833-5537 
Macomb 

10% off new equipment purchases such as softeners, 

automatic filters & drinking water systems as well 

as a $25 discount on installation charge. 

Quick Print &. Signs (309) 833-5250 

Macomb 
Order 250 or more in-house printed business cards 

& receive 100 of same card free. 

door or cash register. McDonough Power 
will also periodically publish an updated 
list of participating businesses. Deals, 
though, are added all the time. So, the 
best spot to find the latest deals is online at 
www.mcdonoughpower.com. Simply click 
‘‘Show Me the Deals.” 4127A6-1150B 

Drs. Distin and Doyle (309) 734-3108 
Monmouth 

10% off frame with purchase of lenses. Not applicable 

with insurance. Not valid with and other offer except 

5% payment on order discount. 

Quinn’s Corner   (309) 462-2377 
Abingdon 

10% off on purchases every Tuesday. Not valid with 

any other offer. 

Duffie’s Pub (309) 652-3822 
Blandinsville 

Buy any 2 dinners, get 1 free appetizer. Not valid 

with any other offer. 

Sugar Hollow Studios (309) 333-4436 
Colchester 

10% off any reg. priced items. Not valid with any 

other offer. 

Enchanted Florist (309) 837-9159 
Macomb 

10% off wrapped flowers. Excludes holidays and other 

coupons. 

Sunrise Family Restaurant.... (309) 836-2938 
Macomb 

10% off total bill. Not valid with any other offer. 

Encore Consignment (309) 833-3006 
Macomb, Monmouth (309) 734-4411 

10% off items. Excludes sale items. 

The New Image 
Hairstyling Salon (309) 426-2458 
Roseville 

10% off all salon products. This excludes sale items 

and all other offers. 

Envy (309) 836-3689 

Macomb 
20% storewide discount Sundays and Mondays on 

reg. priced items 

The Pot Shop (309) 653-2371 

Adair 
10 % off gyeen wear (unfired clay). Not valid with 

any other offer. 

EPH- Electrical, Plumbing, 
& Heating (309) 837-3830 

Macomb 
10% off labor. Not valid with any other offer. 

The R & R Spa (309) 833-3401 
Macomb 

10% off all services & retail products. Excludes spa 

pkgs., sale items, and other coupons. 

Co-op Connections® Card 

Family Chiropractic &. Occ. 
Health Svc (309) 837-2567 

Macomb 
20% off spinal manipulation & 30% off initial exam 

(excludes PT, nutritional supplies, and orthopedic 

supports) 

The Scrapbook Nook (309) 776-3890 
Colchester 

10% off all reg. priced items. Not valid with any 

other offer. 

Grand Escape Day Spa 
& Salon (309) 833-2020 
Macomb 

10% off all spa services. Not valid with any other offer. 

The Wine Sellers (309) 836-9463 
Macomb 

10% off any purchase over $15.00. Not valid with 

any other offer. 

Inselhaus Bed & Breakfast.... (309) 833-5445 
Macomb 

10% discount off room rate. Not valid with any other offer. 

Ultimate Shape & Fitness (309) 734-8644 
Monmouth 

50% off enrollment fee. Not valid with any other offer. 

J B & D Siding (309) 837-7733 

Macomb 
30% off windows, 38% off siding, & 15% off roofing. 

Not valid with any other offer. 

Uppercase Living (309) 331-4192 
Macomb 

Free gift with purchase. Not valid with any other offer. 

Larry A’s Pizza (309) 837-4999 

Macomb 
$2.00 off any large or family size pizza at reg. price. 

Not valid with any other offer. 

Vision Consultants, Ltd (309) 833-5557 

Macomb 
20% off frames. Excludes already discounted frames 

and other coupons. 

Lil’ Stitches (309) 837-2909 
Macomb 

10% off Tuesdays. Not valid with any other offer. 

Yen Ching (309) 836-6616 
Macomb 

Free fried Pot stickers or Crab Rangoon with cash 

purchase of $18.00 or more; dine in or carry out. 
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Seven 2010IEC Memorial 
Scholarships Available 

J1 JlcDonough Power Cooperative Presi- 
^If Ident and CEO, Steve Epperson, 
has announced that for the fifteenth 
consecutive year the Illinois electric 
cooperatives will award academic schol¬ 
arships to high school seniors. 

Seven scholarships of $1,250 each 
will be awarded in 2010 to eligible high 
school seniors through the Thomas H. 
Moore Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program. 

Four scholarships will be awarded to 
students who are the sons or daughters 
of an Illinois electric cooperative mem¬ 
ber receiving service from the coopera¬ 
tive. A fifth scholarship, the Earl W. 
Struck Memorial Scholarship, will be 
awarcied to a student who is the son or 
daughter of an Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tive employee. The sixth and seventh 
scholarships are reserved for students 
enrolling full-time at a two-year Illinois 
community college who are the sons or 
daughters of Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tive members, employees or directors. 
5312CPT63-950A 

“We hope to assist electric coopera¬ 
tive youth while honoring past rural 
electric leaders with this scholarship,” 
says Epperson. “McDonough Power 
and the other Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives are always seeking ways to make 
a difference in our communities. One 
of the best ways we can do that is by 
helping our youth through programs 
like this one.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis 
of grade point average, college entrance 

exam scores, work and volunteer expe¬ 
rience, school and civic activities, and 
a short essay that demonstrates their 
knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

For more information contact 
Kelly Elamm at McDonough Power at 
309.833.2101 or ask your high school 
guidance counselor. 

ifrmTu 
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P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 

309-833-2101 

www.mcdonoughpower.com 
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All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
The pouter of human connections 

Co-ops Could Go Far 
with Better Batteries 

yProm an outside perspective, generat- 
Cl ing and distributing electricity may 

look a little like herding cats. When 
power is needed, it must be instantly on 
hand. When it’s created, it must be im¬ 
mediately moved to where it can be used. 
And because it can’t be easily stored, 
supply and demand must be kept in 
perfect balance — a precise dance where 
a misstep could lead to an outage. 

Unlike other utilities that manage tan¬ 
gible resources like water or natural gas, 
electric co-ops can’t keep extra electricity' 
on hand — power can’t be stored in a 
warehouse or a large tank. It’s safe to say 
that if we could — for example, if massive 
batteries were designed that allowed us 
to keep reserve megawatts at the ready — 
providing power reliably and safely would 
be significantly easier, and kilowatt-hours 
would be more affordable. 

Stored electricity has several valuable 
uses. For one, renewable energy sources 
like wind and solar aren’t always at the 
ready when electricity is needed. Wind 
often blows strongest at night when elec¬ 
tricity demand is low. But if that unused 
energy could be stored and put to work 
the next day, a wind farm would be much 
more productive and cost effective. 

Stored energy could also give the elec¬ 
tric grid a needed boost during periods of 
peak demand — the electric utility indus¬ 
try’s equivalent of rush hour traffic, when 

people come home in the late afternoon 
and turn on lights, dishwashers, and all 
the other comforts of home. That spike 
in demand is currently met by switching 
on natural gas-fired generators, which are 
expensive to operate. A battery could do 
the same job for a lot less. 

And a battery tucked beside the local 
substation serving your home could 
keep lights on should a power line lead¬ 
ing into that substation fail. The whole 
process would likely happen without so 
much as a lightbulb flickering, keeping 
you warm and comfortable while repairs 
are made. 7429D7-606B 

Because of these potential benefits, 
electric co-ops are leading the way in 
searching for a better battery. The Co¬ 
operative Research Network (CRN), an 
arm of Arlington, Va.-based National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
is looking to put large-scale batteries to 
the test through three projects (in South 
Carolina, Alaska, and Hawaii) that could 
win federal funding before the end of the 
year. Each would demonstrate how bat¬ 
teries could be used in different ways. 

Success could lead to major break¬ 
throughs. If the technology proves effec¬ 
tive and affordable, electric co-ops could 
better stabilize the price of electricity and 
increase reliability. Herding those cats 
may one day be a little less complicated. 

Map Location G 
Every month we will have four 

map location numbers hidden 
throughout The Wire. If you find 
your map location number, call 
our office and identify your num¬ 
ber and the page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win a $ 10 credit 
on your next electric bill. 

:Zse3s«9 1 IB 
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Fight Like a 

Girl 
^^ctober 2009 marked the 25th 
^^anniversary of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. Almost every¬ 
body knows someone who has been 
affected by breast cancer, and the 
employees of McDonough Power 
showed their support by wearing 
their Fight Like a Girl t-shirts 
on Friday’s during the month of 
October. 5310D2B-260A 

Pictured L to R: Steve Epperson, Amy 
Warrington, Kelly Hamm, Cynthia Rigg, 
Dawn Beck, Debbie Fowler 

'OLD W1 f fDLTl 7 illoJ y l b uyaJ _ 
A downed power line may not be a dead line. 
It could cause serious injury or death. 

j 

FOLLOW THESE TIPS FROM YOUR 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE TO STAY SAFE: 

Assume all power lines are energized and 
dangerous. Even lines that are de-energized could 
become energized at any time. 

Never touch a downed power line! And never touch 
a person or object that is touching a power line. 

If someone is injured as a result of contact with 
electric current, do not try to assist him or her. You 
could be injured or killed. Call 911. 

If a power line falls across your vehicle while you 
are in it, stay inside until help arrives. 

Call 911 immediately to report a downed 
power line. Then call your electric cooperative. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • November 2009 



Online Bill Presentment 
& Payment 

JlflcDonough Power Cooperative is working to meet 

[If lyour needs and paying or viewing your bills is 
simple at www.mcdonoughpower.com. 

In May 2009 we launched our online bill payment 
product and it has been very well received by the many 
members who have chosen to use it. If you’re not yet 
utilizing it, I encourage everyone to try it out. 

The secure site is operated by our billing software 
contractor, Southeastern Data Cooperative (SEDC), 
and maintained independently of McDonough 
Power. It meets all security regulations to ensure 
that your financial information is protected by the 
highest industry standards. 542WPE6-270C 

Here's how you can take advantage of electronic bill presentment 
and easy payment method: 

1. If we have your current email address and phone number on record you 
may sign up online. Follow these simple instructions: 

• Log on to www.mcdonoughpower.com 
• Click on Online Bill Payment 
• In the Customer Login section click on New User 
• This will walk you through step-by-step instructions - please have your 

account number handy (can be found on your billing statement in the 
upper left-hand corner-do not include the (-) dash) 

• Once you have completed the necessary information you will receive 
an activation email with a link to activate your account 

If you receive the following error message this indicates that we do not have your 
email address on record. You may either call us at 309.833.2101 or click Contact 
Support to send us an email message. 

Kelly Hamm, 
Energy Services 

Manager 

Do you own a local busi¬ 
ness? Give us a call today 

to sign up for this free 
program. You can offer 
any discount you’d like to 
McDonough Power’s more 
than 5,000 members and 
in return we’ll advertise 
your business in this maga¬ 
zine and on our Web site. 
It’s a great way for us to 
encourage local businesses 
while at the same time aid¬ 
ing our members. 

ERROR MESSAGE 
We do not currently have your e-mail address on record. Your request cannot 
be processed. Please call us or click Contact Support for further assistance, 
regarding your problem. 

2. If you know that we do not have your email address on record or you do not 
have an email acidress simply call us at 309.833.2101 or click on die Online Bill 
Payment link on our homepage then click Contact Support to send us an email. 

E-bill Notification 
You may also choose to be notified via email when statements and notices 

are cycled. Choosing this option will allow you to continue receiving a paper 
statement as well as an email notification with a link directly to your most 
recent statement/notice. Please contact us enroll. 

We hope you enjoy the convenience of viewing and/or paying online for 
your electricity. Our Member Service department will be happy to answer any 
questions you might have about the system - stop by our office or give us a 
call at 309.833.2101. 

Contact McDonough 
Power intern, 

Abby Ala, for more 
details - 309.833.2101. 
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Rate Increase 

Steve Epperson 
President/CEO 

Our office will be 
closed Dec. 24 and 25 
for Christmas as well as 
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 for 
New Year’s. We wish ev¬ 
eryone a safe and happy 
holiday season!! 

a n recent years the federal government 
began enacting regulation, which 

limited the ability to build new electric 
generation facilities. In the meantime, 
demand for electricity in the United 
States has steadily increased. As you 
might expect, when supply (generation 
facilities) is limited and demand is in¬ 
creased the price for electricity goes up. 
McDonough Power Cooperative does 
not generate its own electricity. Your 
cooperative purchases electricity on your 
behalf and distributes it to you over the 
cooperative’s electric lines, poles, and 
substations. 5310LGH3-260B 

While McDonough Power Coopera¬ 
tive strives to minimize costs and main¬ 
tain good stewardship of the members’ 
distribution system, these costs repre¬ 
sent approximately 40 percent of the 
member’s electricity bill - 60 percent 
is wholesale power costs (the electric¬ 
ity the cooperative purchases on your 
behalf). Your cooperative would like 
to thank you for participating in the 
“Our Energy, Our Future” campaign 
which emphasizes our concerns with 
legislators regarding future regulation 
and legislation. While there is still a 
great deal of work ahead, this campaign 
has had a positive impact. However, it 
cannot undo what has been done. In 
other words, wholesale power costs have 
increased substantially. On Jan. 1, 2009 
McDonough Power Cooperative saw an 
increase in wholesale power costs of ap¬ 
proximately 60 percent. Jan. 1, 2010 the 
cooperative anticipates another increase 
in wholesale power cost of approximately 

4 percent. 
Realizing the unfavorable dynam¬ 

ics with electricity generation and the 
potential impact to McDonough Power 
Cooperative members, several years ago 
your Board of Directors began develop¬ 

ing contingency plans in order to miti¬ 
gate future rate increases. These plans 
included: 

• the deferral of revenue, when 
possible, so it could be applied in 
times of need; 

• the consolidation of duties and 
the reduction of employees; 

• the utilization of new technologies 
in order to create internal efficien¬ 
cies and cost containment; 

• the refinancing of debt during op¬ 
portune times to decrease interest 
expense; 

• the reduction of line loss (escaped 
electricity). 

As a result of these and other proactive 
measures, your cooperative is limiting 
the members’ rate increase to an average 
of 2.6 percent ($2 increase in the facil¬ 
ity charge and a slight increase to the 
energy charge). It is also eliminating the 
declining rate structure. This structure 
provided modest decreases in energy 
charges as more kWh’s were purchased. 
Jan. 1, 2010, when new rates take effect, 
there will be a single energy rate for each 
rate class regardless of consumption. 

Thank you so much for your support 
and understanding regarding this un¬ 
popular and unfortunate subject. Mc¬ 
Donough Power Cooperative is blessed 
with great members who work hard and 
care deeply about their community. 
Please know your cooperative is com¬ 
mitted to protecting your interests and 
advocating on your behalf. As always, 
please feel free to contact us if you have 
any questions or concerns. 
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P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 

309-833-2101 

www.mcdonoughpower.com 

Office hours: 

7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays 

DIRECTORS 

Michael Cox, Chairman 

Steve Lynn, Vice Chairman 

Steve Youngquist, Secretary 

Stan Prox, Treasurer 

Robert J. Dwyer 

Steve Hall 

Walter Lewis 

Jeffrey Moore 

Jerry Riggins 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

^ Co-op Connections Featured Business 

//r or I was hungry, and you gave Me 
/Tsomething to eat; I was thirsty, and 

you gave Me something to drink; I was 
a stranger, and you invited Me in.” This 
verse from Matthew 25:35 inspired the 
creation of Cafe Aroma in Macomb. 
Cafe Aroma is a not-for-profit coffee 
house, owned and operated by Vineyard 
Church. Doug Stiles and congregants of 
Vineyard Church opened Cafe Aroma in 

2007 because they wanted to unify the 
community and make folks feel welcome 
no matter what religion, race, or beliefs 
they have. 

A portion of the proceeds from the 
coffee house is donated to Ninos de Mex¬ 
ico, an orphanage that takes in abused, 
abandoned, and/or battered children. 
Ninos de Mexico is located in Mexico 
City, Mexico. Currently, Cafe Aroma 
is sponsoring two children who have 
been taken in by Ninos de Mexico. The 
other portion of the proceeds allows Cafe 
Aroma to give free meals and drinks to 
those in need. Cafe Aroma truly believes 
in the spirit of generosity! 

Cafe Aroma is a great place to get 
foodstuffs, coffee, and enjoy live music! 
They exclusively brew all fair trade cof¬ 
fees. Although fair trade coffee is more 
expensive, the benefits greatly outweigh 
the costs for everyone. The purpose of fair 
trade coffee is to promote healthier work¬ 
ing conditions and greater economic 
incentive for producers. They also carry 
eco-friendly products to ensure a cleaner 
environment. Cafe Aroma recently intro¬ 
duced French Press Coffee. This is basi¬ 
cally a more delicious brewing method. 
They are proud to say they are the only 
place in Macomb which offers French 

Press Coffee. Not only does Cafe Aroma 
offer coffee, but they also feature a wide 
array of deli selections. Their menu 
includes a variety of paninis, wraps, and 
salads. They also offer a splendid collec¬ 
tion of live music. They boast live music 
every Wednesday and Friday, as well as 
a live concert twice a month! 

Those that bring it all together at Cafe 
Aroma include Lindsay Luecht who is the 
General Manager. She is married to Keith 
Luecht and together they lead worship 
every Sunday at Vineyard Church. They 
currently live in Macomb. Lindsay is a 
native of the area as she was born and 
raised in Bushnell. Becklynn Holland is a 
Shift Manager and the Arts Director. She 
is married to Nathan Holland and is sev¬ 
eral weeks pregnant! They currently live 
in Macomb; however she grew up in the 
military and has lived all over the world. 
Other employees include Rachel Self, 
Erin Miller, Liz Thielemann, Ashleigh 
Cholek, Paul Reese, Nolan Smith, and 
Dave Lester. 

Cafe Aroma joined our Co-op Con¬ 
nections program in June of 2009. They 
are offering 10 percent off the total bill 
on Mondays and Tuesdays. This excludes 
“Cappi Hour” which runs everyday from 
4-6 p.m. and offers customers’ half price 
espresso bar and blended drinks. You can 
find these Co-op Connection specials at 
301 W. University Drive in Macomb. 
Remember, you must bring your Co-op 
Connections card or key fob to receive 
these deals. They are open Monday- 
Friday 7 a.m.-ll p.m. and every Saturday 
they offer a breakfast buffet from 8 a.m.- 
1 p.m. 
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a Co-op member 
has its advantages 

McDonough Power launched a program in October which offers further 
proof that being a member of an electric cooperative has its advantages. 

The Co-op Connections program benefits cooperative members by offer¬ 
ing 10 percent to 60 percent savings on most prescriptions at over 60,000 
independent pharmacies and national chains including CVS, Walgreens, 
Wal-Mart, Target, and more. 

Since the cards were distributed in October, McDonough Power members 
have filled 39 prescriptions with the card and saved a total of $511.23. 

This is just one more way you win from being a cooperative member. Sim¬ 
ply present your Co-op Connections card at a participating pharmacy with 
your prescription and receive a discount at the time of purchase. Whenever 
a Co-op Connections card holder - whether from McDonough Power or 
from any of the other participating Touchstone Energy cooperatives across 
the country - shows their card, they will receive a 10 percent to 60 percent 
discount on most prescriptions. 

Take Note - 
Extended Outage 
Information 
In the event of an extended power out¬ 

age McDonough Power will periodi¬ 
cally provide updates to our website as 
well as our call center up-front message. 
Here’s how to access the information 
during an extended outage: 

• If you have internet access simply log 
on to www.mcdonoughpower.com and 
click on Current Outage Information. 

• Call our emergency outage line at (309) 
837-1400 and wait on the line for the 
up-front call center message. 

If you have an outage to report that 
is not related to the outage information 
being provided please make sure to report 
your outage by calling our emergency out¬ 
age line at (309) 837-1400. 

How To Weather a Winter Outage 
Severe winter storms containing high 

winds and ice can cause widespread 
and prolonged outages. Always call your 
cooperative when you have an outage, 
and follow these steps to get through 
it safely. 

1. Have the following on-hand this winter: 
• Battery-powered radio 
• Flashlights 
• Extra batteries 
• Extra blankets 
• Spare containers you can fill 

with water for drinking/washing/ 
hygiene 

• Food that doesn’t require cooking 
and a hand-held can opener 

• Extra prescription medicines 
• Special items for infant, elderly 

or disabled family members 
• A first aid kit 

2. If you have a standby generator, make 
sure you operate it safely and have a 
transfer safety switch. Install a transfer 
safety switch now, before your genera¬ 
tor is needed. The switch will prevent 

electricity from travel¬ 
ing back through the 
electric lines, making 
the lines very dangerous for 
crews working to restore your 
power. 5310A7-260A 

3. Switch off lights and appli¬ 
ances so you don’t overload 
your circuits when power is 
restored. Leave on one lamp to 
signal when your power is back on. 

4. Close off any unused rooms. 

5. If you fear your water pipes will freeze 
and you don’t have a well, turn the 
taps on slightly so water slowly drips. If 
you are on a well you can shut off the 
main water supply to your home and 
then turn all the taps on all the way to 
drain any remaining water (pour this 
water into containers so you can use 
it for drinking, washing, etc.) 

6. If using grills to heat food, use them 
outside only, away from the house, to 
prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 

7. Don’t open the refrigerator or freezer. 
Food can stay fresh in a full refrigera¬ 
tor for 24 hours, and in a full deep 
freezer for 48 hours (24 hours if only 
half full). 

8. Stay inside when possible and dress in 
layered clothing. 

Warning: Never go near downed elec¬ 
trical lines. Even if your power is out, the 
lines could be energized. Call your coop¬ 
erative immediately and inform them of 
any dangerous lines. 
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BE SAFE 
Annual tradition causes life- 

or millions of people every year, the 
holiday season comes with tradh 

tions of festive lights and decorations, 
extraordinary foods and lavish parties. 
Unfortunately, time-honored traditions 
can easily end in tragedy if precautions 
are not taken. Five years ago, Shawn 
Miller was one of these people. 

His mother, Maria Worth, found 
her son on the ground with wisps of 
smokes coming from his body. Miller 
was unconscious and badly burned. He 
had been hanging holiday lights in the 
trees that lined her yard. As he tossed j 
the lights up into the trees, 7200 volts 
of electricity entered his body, traveling 
from the overhead power lines through 
his strand of lights. 

“Power lines were the last thing on my 
mind that day,” said Miller. “I was just 
hanging Christmas lights at my Mom’s 
house like I do every year, only this time, 
I was decorating a new area, the trees 
that lined the front of the yard.” 

Although Miller suffered 27 exit 
wounds, the loss of his left hand and a 
finger on his right hand, Miller consid¬ 
ers his survival to be miraculous and 
urges others to use caution this holiday 
season. He has joined forces with Safe 
Electricity’s Teach Learn Care TLC 
campaign to spread awareness about the 
importance of electrical safety. 

“Shawn Miller has a lot to teach us 
about electrical safety and we are grateful 
he is sharing his story through our Teach 
Learn Care TLC campaign,” says Molly 
Hall, Executive Director of Safe Electric¬ 
ity. “We want people to learn from his 
tragic experience and care enough to 
share it with those they love.” 

Miller also wants others to learn from 
his experience. 

“I’m lucky to be alive,” Miller said. “I 
want everyone to be careful, be aware of 
power lines.” 

Safe Electricity and Miller urge every¬ 
one to follow these guidelines as you 
prepare for the holiday season: 

• Never throw holiday lights or other deco¬ 
rations into trees near power lines. 

• Use only lights that have been safety 
tested and have the UL label. 

• Before use, check each light string for 
broken sockets, frayed cords, or faulty 
plugs. Replace damaged strings. Al¬ 
ways unplug light strings while replac¬ 
ing bulbs. 

• Don't string together more than three 
standard-size sets of lights. 

• Make sure extension cords are in good 
condition, are UL-approved and rated to 
carry7 the electrical load you will connect 
to them. 

• Match plugs with outlets. Don’t force a 
3-pronged plug into a 2-pronged outlet 
or extension cord. 

• Do not overload outlets. Use surge 
protector strips if multiple outlets are 
needed. 539JN2-266B 

• Keep electric cords away from high-traffic 
areas, and don’t run them through 
doorways, or hide them under rugs or 
carpets. 

• Outdoors, use only lights, cords, ani¬ 
mated displays and decorations rated for 
outdoor use. Cords should be plugged 
into outlets equipped with GFCIs. Use 
a portable GFCI if your outdoor outlets 
are not equipped with them. 

• Do not staple or nail through light 
strings or electrical cords, or attach cords 
to utility poles 

• Don’t let children or pets play with light 
strings or electrical decorations. 

• Place fresh-cut trees away from heat 
sources, such as heat registers, fireplaces, 
radiators and televisions; and water 
frequently. 

• Always unplug lights before going to bed 
or leaving your home. 

“After something life-changing hap¬ 
pens, you become more interested and 
learn much more,” Miller said. “Had I 
known more before this happened, I 
might still have two hands and the job 
I loved. I have to find ways to move on 
with my life and help people learn from 
what has happened to me. Safe Electric¬ 
ity is helping me help others.” 

For more information on electrical safety 
and to learn more about Shawn’s compel¬ 
ling story visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 

Safe Electricity is a public awareness 
program of the Energy Education Council 
(www.EnergyEdCouncil.org), a registered 
501 (c) (3) non-profit organization dedi¬ 
cated to promoting electrical safety and 
energy efficiency. Since 1952, the Council 
has provided a forum for diverse interests 
to come together on the mutually vital 
issues of electrical safety, efficiency, renew¬ 
able energy and power quality. Headquar¬ 
tered at the University of Illinois, Council 
members include electric utilities, energy- 
related organizations, educators and others 
who share in this mission. 
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