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What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or ped¬ 
estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” by first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off’ position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 

If they are out of power also, 
the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 

965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 
call (800)606-1505. 

5. Make sure you have the name 
on the account and if possible, 
the account number. 

Thank You for a wonderful six years! 
It is with mixed feelings that 

I write my last manager’s let¬ 
ter as Executive Vice President 
& General Manager at Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association. 
It doesn’t seem like it has been over 
six years since I began working for 
you. When I look at my two boys 
however, it is obvious that six years 
have passed very quickly. Jason is 
now a graduate student at Ohio 
University working on a Doctorate 
in Physical Therapy and was just 
recently engaged to a beautiful 
young woman who has stolen all of 
the Stations’ hearts. My youngest 
son Benjamin, the big guy at the 
base of the pyramid, is attending 
Southeast Missouri State University 
on a cheerleading scholarship and 
working toward earning a biology 
secondary education major. When 
you love what you do, are sur¬ 
rounded by wonderful family and 
friends, and supported by a talented 
team ... time does fly! 

On Jan. 5,1 will begin work 
at Owen Electric Cooperative 
located in Owenton, Ky., as 
their Chief Executive Officer 
& President. Owen Electric 
Cooperative serves about 
56,500 members in nine 
counties ranging from the 
Northern Kentucky suburbs of 
Cincinnati to the rural areas 
of Owen, Scott, and Grant 
Counties north of Lexington, 

Ky, 

It is with joyful anticipation that 
we look forward to the blessings 

awaiting us in northern Kentucky. 
In June of 2004, my wife accepted a 
call into ministry within the United 
Methodist Church and began 
working on a Masters of Divinity at 
Asbury Theological Seminary just 
one hour south of Owen Electric 
Cooperative in Wilmore, Kentucky. 
Seven months each year she studies 
on line and five months each year 
she studies in Wilmore, Ky. The 
six hour commute and five month 
separation have been challenging to 
say the least. A one hour commute 
sounds absolutely wonderful and it 
is with great joy that we anticipate 
each others presence year round. 

However, it is with great sadness 
that my wife and I say our “good¬ 
byes” to the many wonderful friends 
we have made in southern Illinois. 
From church friends in Chester and 
Sparta, to friends at TRICO, to my 
fellow electric cooperative managers 
within the Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative family, to the board, 
staff, and employees at Egyptian, 
it is difficult to say “goodbye”. The 
Board of Directors, staff, employees, 
and members of Egyptian Electric 
have shown for many years that 
they are the best of the best. It is 
truly one of the premier electric 
cooperatives in the nation. It has 
been well managed for years with 

(Continued on next page) 
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a dedicated and talented group 

of employees who take pride in 

providing you with reliable and 

affordable electric service. But 

most of all they truly live by our 

cooperative values of integrity, 

accountability, commitment to 

community, and team work. 

In September of 2002, in my 

first manager’s letter at Egyptian 

Electric, I expressed my heartfelt 

thanks ... six years later I do not 

think I can say it any better. 

Rural America and its small towns 

and cities, offer a lifestyle that centers 

on family, community involvement, 

and simply being a good neighbor. 

The following sample of rural life 

that my family has experienced in the 

last few weeks has strongly reinforced 

this belief. For example: 

• Parents showing up at football 

practice a half hour before quitting 

time to share stories, buy team hats, 

jerseys, and other bragging gear. 

• Neighbors giving each other rides to 

Friday night tailgates and football 

games. 

• Schoolmates inviting the new kid in 

town to their home for pizza- 

• Church friends staying a half-hour 

after the Benediction just talking 

and making new friends. 

• Parents sharing stories about the 

best classes to take as a freshman. 

• A new friend providing dinner the 

first day home from your new job. 

• Fellow workers inviting you to the 

State Fair. 

• New friends and cO'Workers sharing 
information about a new house on 
the market. 

• And the simple joy of receiving 

a heartfelt smile and a genuinely 

enthusiastic greeting “Good 

Morning! ” 

The list could go on and on. The 

bottom line is that in a few short weeks 

we have found that our new friends in 

Little Egypt truly understand how to 

share hospitality! No matter where you 

live in Rural America or which of the 

one-thousand Electric Cooperatives 

you work at, the common denominator 

is that people in Rural America and at 

Electric Cooperatives care about their 

neighbors, are actively involved in their 

communities, and go out of their way 

to serve each other to make life better. 

Thanks for the wonderful welcome! 

We have truly been blessed by 

your friendship and hospitality, so 

instead of saying “goodbye” ... Judy 

and 1 choose to say 

C\od bless 
and keep you until 

we meet again! 

fuuuuui 

ANNOUNCEMENT  
TO: Egyptian Electric’s Members 

FROM: Gilbert Kroening, President 
Board of Directors 

By the time you read my announcement vou 
are well aware that Mark Stallons tendered his 
resignation as Executive Vice-President/General 
Manager of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Mark 
has accepted the position of President/CEO at a 
much larger co-op in Owenton, KY. He assumes his 
new Position on January 5, 2009. On behalf of tl^ 
Board of Directors at Egyptian, we wish Mark cxm- 

‘n h'S ^ ^ ^e„ E,ec?pc 

Gen^1*! 

effectiveEleCtnc CooPerative 
Egyptian Electric for aOyetT^^f Welre 

hope to have a new EVP/GM ready to come on 
board by April 1, 2009. 

you foat tehfent ^the B°ard’ rd ,ike t0 assure you that the employees will do their best to keen 

Stt'ZZ* 
Thank you u"ng ,hls Tansitjon time. 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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Tank or Tankless? 
The FACTS About Tankless Water Heaters 

The discussion of energy efficiency often leads to a discussion of tank vs. tankless 
water heaters. As you can imagine, there are pros and cons with each. Tankless heaters 
are about the size of a briefcase and heat water rapidly. In other words, they don’t 
store hot water, but make it as it passes through the heat exchanger. This is what leads 
to many claims of savings. But what are the facts? Here is the REAL story. 

FACTS: 
• Tankless heaters can cost much more than standard tank-type heaters 

• Installation requires larger wire or more wiring 

•#2 copper wire vs. #10 copper for a standard tank heater 

•Some models require three 40 amp circuits with #8 wire 

• Tankless heaters may require an upgrade to the electric service 

• Tankless heaters have a significant increase on demand during peak periods which can 
increase co-op wholesale costs and thereby consumer rates 

• Tankless heaters do not have standby tank losses, but a highly insulated tank water heater 
such as Marathon only have standby losses of $20-30 per year 

ULfum: 

Last 
Longer 

FACTS: 
• Tankless heaters need very pure water or they may prematurely fail 

• Mineral deposits can reduce flow rates and efficiency in tankless heaters 

• Mineral deposit failure is not covered by most tankless warranties 

• Tankless heaters have specialized parts not readily available  

FACTS: 
• "If you try running those while one is showering and another is brushing their teeth, not 

good." 

• "It's very hard to keep the temp stable during a shower. It's up and down, you either freeze 
or burn when you first turn on the water. My tip is, let your water run for about 5 min. and 
maybe you won't look like a lobster." 

• "My son and I installed this in my 3600 sq. ft. home--rather difficult to run 3 240 volt lines 
from breaker box to unit and a couple hundred bucks for wire, breakers, etc. Took us several 
hours. Unit does great, but we can't run our showers full speed, and only one person can 
shower at a time, and not when washing machine is filling up!" 

The high cost of purchase, installing and maintaining a tankless heater far outweigh 
the modest energy savings. With climate change concerns, new power plants will be 
scarce, preserving the capacity we have is imperative. And on top of that, a tankless 
heater will not deliver all the hot water you need, when you want it! 

Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve. 
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The words “there’s a blink on the line” sends shivers 
up a lineman s spine similar to what a mechanic 

experiences when he hears “my car is making a funny 
noise.” Both realize there is a problem that needs fixed, 
know it won’t be easy to find and someone is depending on 
them to fix it. Fortunately, recurring blinks do not happen 
that frequently. When they do though, 
the problem can be as hard to find as 
the proverbial needle in a haystack. 

Blinks happen when something 
causes a momentary fault or ground 
on a circuit. It could be a limb 
bumping the line, a conductor that 
has frayed and is hanging down, a 
loose connection, a lightning arrestor 
or insulator that is failing, or even 
cattle rubbing a guy wire causing 
the line to bounce and momentarily 
come into contact with the neutral 
wire. 

Why are blinks are so hard to find? 
First of all, they occur on a circuit 
that is protected by a high voltage 
breaker that resets itself after a short circuit. If the circuit 
were protected instead by a fuse, the fuse would blow and 
require a lineman to refuse the line. Instead of a blink, 
there would be an actual outage. That’s why fuses are 
used to protect short sections of line and breakers protect 
main and long circuits. That means the blink is most 
likely occurring on a long section of line, sometimes as 
long as 5 miles or more. 

Because blinks are momentary shorts, the fault is not 
readily apparent. Take for instance when blinks are 
caused by cattle rubbing on a guy wire. The rubbing 
causes the conductors to gallop up and down (like 
snapping the end of a jump rope) until the phase on top 
strikes the neutral wire below. But as quickly as the fault 
appears, everything returns to normal. Unless the cattle 
just happen to be rubbing the wire when a lineman is 
driving by, no one would ever know. One of our linemen 
tells the story of a blink he chased for quite some time. 
One day, he happened to be driving the line when his 
vehicle caused a flock of black birds to take flight from 
the line. The sudden loss of weight caused the line to 
bounce and he saw the flash when the phase struck the 
neutral; he had found his blink. 

Some blinks are caused by equipment that is starting to 
fail, such as a lightning arrestor or insulator. Tiny cracks 
in the porcelain can allow electricity to go to ground 
when atmospheric conditions are right, such as moisture 
or dust in the air. These faults show up only after the 
fault current final causes the cracks to enlarge or to even 
totally fail. 

This is what happened this last November on a line 
south of Murphysboro. At first, the blink was thought to 

be caused by cattle rubbing a guy wire. A guy wire in a 
pasture was found rubbed smooth and the neutral wire 
had bum marks on it in mid-span. Fence posts were put 
up to keep the cattle away, but a few days later, the blink 
was back. This time though, the porcelain on a lightning 
arrestor failed. The arrestor most likely had been failing 

for some time and finally during a rain, 
the fault current caused the porcelain 
to break. The faulty arrestor finally 
became visible. 

Finding the needle in the hay¬ 
stack can be quite a challenge and 
our linemen use several techniques 
when trying to locate the cause of a 
recurring blink. To start, they take 
readings on the breakers on the 
affected circuit. Each breaker has a 
counter on it that keeps track of how 
many times it has operated. They 
check the breakers regularly from that 

point on trying to locate which section of line the fault is 
occurring on. 

They also do the most obvious thing and drive the line 
looking for the problem. It’s not usually that easy but 
sometimes the cause is found right away. When it is, it’s 
generally something obvious like a tree limb or good for¬ 
tune was with us and a piece of equipment failed quickly. 

If these steps fail to locate the problem, the next step 
is to install fault indicators. Fault indicators are small 
devices a lineman can hang on the conductor and if 
a fault happens on that section of line, it will trip the 
indicator. These are used when a circuit has multiple 
taps or branches on it. By hanging the indicators where 
taps take off from the main line, a lineman can start nar¬ 
rowing down the miles of line they need to search. 

As a last step, circuits can be switched around in an 
attempt to isolate which piece of line is causing the 
problem. This is usually a last step, as doing so very well 
could cause more members to be affected by the blinking 
circuit than before. 

Blinking lines are not something taken lightly. We 
know they are inconvenient and troublesome for our 
members and their electric equipment. When we get a 
report of a blinking line, our service men escalate that to 
the top of their list and start looking right away. Some¬ 
times though, it takes several days or longer for the prob¬ 
lem to manifest itself and become apparent. With miles 
of line to cover, the cause can sometimes be well hidden. 

As eyes and ears in the field, members can many times 
be of assistance. We would never ask members to drive the 
lines and look for the problem, but when you see flashes 
or hear loud arcing noises, your report can many times get 
our men closer to the problem. Your report will always be 
passed on to those needing the information as it may be 
what finally helps us find that needle in the haystack. 

Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 
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What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or ped¬ 
estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” by first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off’ position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 
If they are out of power also, 
the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 
call (800) 606-1505. 

Harry Kuhn Returns 
as Interim GM 

Six and a half years ago when I 
retired from Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative as General Manager, 
I never envisioned that I would be 
returning as your General Manager, 
even on an interim basis. In the 
event you missed last month’s news¬ 
letter, Mark Stallons has accepted 
a position as CEO and President 
of Owen Electric Cooperative in 
Owen, Kentucky, as of Jan. 5, 2009. 
Owen Electric is more than three 
times the size of Egyptian Electric in 
terms of membership numbers and 
represents a great opportunity for 
Mark to advance his electric coop¬ 
erative career. We at Egyptian thank 
him for his past service and wish him 
well as he assumes his new duties. 

The Board of Directors of your 
cooperative is currently searching 
for someone to replace Mark. By the 
time you read this, the Board will be 
in the process of reviewing applica¬ 
tions for the position and choosing 
who they wish to interview. Let me 
assure you, the members of Egyp¬ 
tian, that you have selected a very' 
able group of individuals as board 
members to represent your interest 
in the Cooperative. I know the can¬ 
didate they select to manage your 
cooperative will be qualified, will be 
supportive of cooperative principles, 
will manage with the core values of 
integrity, accountability, commit- 

If you are curious why an interim 
manager is needed until Mark’s 
replacement is found, this might be 
a good opportunity to explain the 
relationship between the Board of 
Directors, the General Manager and 
staff and employees. 

The Board of Directors are nine 
members of Egyptian Electric Co¬ 
operative that have been elected 
by you, the members, to represent 
and protect your interest in the 
Cooperative. They serve three-year 
terms and each year, three are up for 
re-election at the annual meeting. 
They have the fiduciary responsibil¬ 
ity for the long-term affairs of the 
cooperative, are responsible for 
setting the direction of the coop¬ 
erative and are responsible for the 
establishment of policy by which 
these duties are to be carried out. 
To oversee the day-day operations 
of the Cooperative, the board hires 
a general manager who reports di¬ 
rectly to them. 

The Executive Vice President/ 
General Manager (EVP/GM) is an 
employee of the Board of Directors. 
The EVP/GM has the responsibility 
to see that the day-to-day operations 
of the Cooperative are done in a 
manner that is consistent with the 

Continued on page 16b 
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goals, directions and policies estab¬ 

lished by the Board of Directors. To 

do this, the manager is authorized 

to hire personnel (within budgetary 

guidelines established by the Board) 

to do the work required to deliver the 

services provided by the Cooperative. 

The EVP/GM has the responsi¬ 

bility to establish procedures that 

the employees are to function by 

in their daily duties of carrying 

out Board goals and policies. All 

employees of the Cooperative are 

responsible to the manager. The 

manager may establish levels of 

management or staff under him for 

the day-to-day management of em¬ 

ployees and job functions. 

My duties then as interim Execu¬ 

tive Vice President/General Manager 

are to see that the goals and poli¬ 

cies of the Board of Directors are 

carried out on a daily basis by the 

employees. Fortunately for me and 

you, Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 

tive has some of the best and most 

qualified personnel in the industry 

and they understand their roles and 

responsibilities. They function daily 

by the Cooperative’s core values of 

integrity, accountability, commit¬ 

ment to community and teamwork 

and they will carry out Egyptian 

Electric’s mission of improving your 

quality of life. As a team, they will 

continue to provide the high level 

of electric service you expect from 

your electric cooperative. 

The Board’s goal is to have a 

new Executive Vice President/ 

General Manager in place by the 

first of April. Until then, I will 

serve the Board of Directors and 

the members of Egyptian Electric 

as your Executive Vice President/ 

General Manager. From a personal 

standpoint, I can tell you that I am 

enjoying retirement and it is a bit of 

a shock to my usual daily routine to 

have to get up and be at work by 8 

a.m. Now that I am retired, I usually 

think in terms of 9:30 a.m. as being 

the time to get out and really hit 

it. At any rate, the Board asked me 

to step in for a short period of time 

and I plan to give you my best ef¬ 

fort. Hopefully by the time the grass 

turns green, there will be a new 

manager in place at Egyptian. 

SIPC Helps Form Notional Renewables Cooperative 

Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 

tive (SIPC) at the Lake of Egypt, 
the generation and transmission 
cooperative that supplies Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative with our ener¬ 

gy, is one of the founding members of 

National Renewables Cooperative 

Organization (NRCO). NRCO is a 

nationwide cooperative formed to 

promote the development of renew¬ 

able energy projects. 

NRCO was formed to offer cooper¬ 

atives a way to pool resources and ef¬ 

forts into a single national program. 

NRCO is a way for cooperatives that 

don’t have opportunities for wind, 

solar or other green power to partici¬ 

pate in the development of renew¬ 

able energy. Formation of the NRCO 

has been considered a historic event 

by the National Rural Electric Coop¬ 

erative Association (NRECA). 

Recently, the 24 member coop¬ 

eratives of NRCO signed a service 

agreement with ACES Power Mar¬ 

keting as the NRCO’s Energy Man¬ 

agement Company. ACES Power 

Marketing is a nationally recognized 

firm that provides energy risk man¬ 

agement and transaction services for 

its members. SIPC was instrumental 

in the formation of ACES Power 

Marketing in the late 90s. 

In other action, NRCO selected 

Amadou Fall, ACES Power Market¬ 

ing’s Vice President of Transmission 

as its Chief Executive Officer. Fall has 

over two decades in the energy field. 

Egyptian Electric is proud to be sup¬ 

portive of renewable energy through 

our membership in SIPC. Through 

the formation of NRCO, Egyptian 

can be supportive of renewable en¬ 

ergy with minimal risk, expense or 

exposure for our members. 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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Red Flog Rule intended to protect you 
The Egyptian Electric Coop- 

erative Board of Directors 
recently approved an Identity Theft 
Prevention Policy (Red Flag). The 
“Red Flag Rule” was mandated by 
the Federal Trade Commission and 
went into effect on Jan. 1, 2008. 
Entities such as Egyptian Electric 
originally had until Nov. 1 to be in 
compliance. Although the Federal 
Trade Commission recently ex¬ 
tended the deadline for compliance 
to May 31, 2009, Egyptian Electric 
has already completed the process of 
approving the policy. 

The policy was mandated by the 
government to assure that we do 
all that is possible to be aware of 
identity theft and the activities and 

practices that can be used to pre¬ 
vent identity theft. The Red Flag 
Rule requires all financial and credit 
institutions to imple¬ 
ment an “Identity 
Theft Prevention 
Program” for the 
purpose of detecting, 
preventing and miti¬ 
gating identity theft 
for their covered 
accounts. The rule 
applies to “creditors” who maintain 
one or more accounts and in the 
rule, the term “Utility Companies” 
are defined as creditors. 

Those who practice identity theft 
are very good at getting information 
from those who least suspect that 

they are being used for such purpos¬ 
es. This policy will be of assistance 
to all of us as we work to ensure that 

no member or their 
information is put 
in danger of being 
falsely used or stolen. 

Because of this 
new rule and the re¬ 
lated policy, you may 
be asked to provide 
additional informa¬ 

tion and identification when you 
make inquiries regarding your service 
or account with Egyptian Electric. 
Please be patient with us as we work 
to insure that we are in compliance 
with this new requirement and assist 
in protecting you from identity theft. 

This policy will be of assistance 
to all of us as we work to 

ensure that no member or their 
information is put in clanger of 

being falsely used or stolen. 

Improving quality of life by $21,696.55! 
With the addition of a pharmacy 

discount, the Co-op Connec¬ 
tions® card is improving the quality 
of life of some of our members. We 
don’t get information as to which 
members use the pharmacy discount, 
but we do know that last year, the 
Co-op Connections® card was used 
to fill 1,495 prescriptions and saved 
our members $17,672.66 through 
the end of November! In the three 
months we offered the prescription 
discount in 2007, 281 prescriptions 
were filled, saving our members 
$4,023.89 or a total of $21,695.55! 

That discount means our members 
got the prescriptions they needed to 
improve their quality of life yet had 
over $21,000 to use on other neces¬ 
sities. Now, that’s a tangible benefit 
being a member of a cooperative 
brings to you. To see other valuable 
discounts the Co-op Connections 
card can bring, visit http://co-opcon- 
nections.com/ today. 

0ectnc 

Member Signature 

| RX#304433 

TAKE ONE PILL 
EVERY 4 HOURS 
OR AS NEEDED 

PRESCRIPTION 

TAKE WITH WATER 
Pharmacy discounts are 
not insurance and are not 
intended as a substitute for 
insurance. 

Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve. 
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Youth to Washington 

Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Gettysburg Battlefield, the 

Smithsonian Museums, the Sunset 
Parade at the Iwo Jima Marine Corp 
War Memorial, a cruise on the Po¬ 
tomac River, the White House and 
the Capitol. These historic sites are 
viewed by many each year. For six 
sophomores or juniors from the high 
schools in our service area, it could 
happen this summer. 

It only takes a short essay. We 
furnish the topic and research 
material; students write the essays 
and submit them to us. The topic 
this year is “No Child Left Behind: 
Change it, Pitch It, Keep It!” The 
NCLB program is a federal program 
that was designed to build account¬ 
ability into our education system. 
Some have said it has saved our 
schools, others have condemned it 
while others have maintained it just 

needs adjusted. We feel education is 
very important to our communities 
and to our region. We would like 
our students to look into the pro¬ 
gram and tell us what they believe 
should be done. 

It’s all a part of the national Youth 
to Washington program sponsored 
by Egyptian Electric Cooperative, 
our statewide association in Spring- 
field and the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
in Washington DC. Over 60 stu¬ 
dents from Illinois will make the trek 
in mid-June and meet up with over 
1,500 fellow high school students 
from across the nation. 

While in Washington D.C., 
they’ll visit all of the sites men¬ 
tioned above, plus more. They’ll 
meet with Illinois Congressmen 
and Senators. They’ll make friends 
they’ll enjoy and keep for ever. 

Most importantly, they’ll have an 
experience that will influence and 
open doors for them for the rest of 
their lives. 

To find out more about the Youth 
to Washington essay contest, visit 
our Web site at www.eeca.coop 
under the Youth Programs section 
on the left side bar. You’ll find the 
contest topic, research material, 
entry form and complete details. 
Essays are due at either office of the 
Cooperative by March 6. 

Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 
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What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or ped¬ 
estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” by first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off’ position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 
If they are out of power also, 
the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 
call (800) 606-1505. 

5. Make sure you have the name 
on the account and if possible, 
the account number. 

Green Power 
You probably have heard a lot 

about energy conservation, 
so I am going to write a few of my 
thoughts about the current hot top¬ 
ic of the day. As most are undoubt¬ 
edly aware, it appears that the new 
administration is planning to create 
new jobs by funding clean energy 
development, with wind and solar 
being the primary candidates for de¬ 
velopment. Both have the potential 
to produce energy without produc¬ 
ing green house gases, but they both 
suffer from drawbacks that have 
kept them from being big players in 
the electrical generation business. 

Some of you may remember from 
reading my columns when I was the 
General Manager from 1982-2002, 
my wife Shirley and I are both from 
North Dakota and we go back once 
or twice a year to spend time with 
family. We were there for a month 
this fall and during that time we 
had everything from days of dead 
calm to winds of up to 50 mph. Dur¬ 
ing most evenings the wind dropped 
below what would be required to 
turn a wind turbine. I mention this 
as North Dakota is considered to 
have the most wind resources of 
any state and is considered a prime 
area for wind power development. 
In fact, North Dakota’s lone repre¬ 
sentative in the U.S. Congress has 
made some pretty big claims as to 
how much energy his state could 
produce. 

A major utility has plans to install 
400 wind turbines in my home area 
and I have entered into an option 
agreement with them to install a 
wind generator on property that 

I own. They have indicated they 
would be installing 4 MW turbines 
for a total project capacity of 1600 
MW. In comparison, Baldwin power 
plant has three 600 MW coal fired 
units (that gives you an idea how 
many turbines it takes to equal a 
large coal fired plant). 

These turbines will be spread over 
an area from Interstate 94 to the 
South Dakota border - a distance 
of 70 to 80 miles. Therein lays one 
of the problems with wind turbines. 
They are spread over such a large 
area that it will take a lot of trans¬ 
mission lines to get the power to 
where it is needed. North Dakota 
has plenty of large coal fired plants 
in its western coal fields, so the wind 
turbine power would have to go to 
places such as Minneapolis. Not only 

Continued on page 16b 

Harry W. Kuhn 
Interim Executive 
Vice President/ 

General Manager 

Integrity: Vie are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable. 
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Touchstone Energy to Target 
Increased Participation in 2009 

Touchstone Energy has a New 
Year’s resolution of sorts. 

“We want every co-op member 
participating in the Connections 
Card program,” says Ann Maggard, 
director of communications and 
membership. 

By the end of 2008, 188 co-ops in 
37 states were using the Co-op Con¬ 
nections Card, Egyptian Electric be- 

Green Power  
Continued from page 16a 

will there be wind towers spread all 
over the country side, there will also 
be the associated transmission lines. 
Someone is bound to take issue with 
that. My family does not have a 
problem with looking at or hearing 
the turbines, but I am sure others 
may object to having these turbines 
sitting on the skyline. 

In my discussions with the utility 
representative, I pointed out that 
they never mention in their lit¬ 
erature how much energy a turbine 
actually generates in a year, nor do 
they mention how many hours they 
are available to generate. I told her 
that I had heard that they are only 
able to generate in the range of 30 to 
40 percent of the time. She did say 
that her company operates the small 
wind farm about 25 miles from my 
home area and that it was one of the 
better ones as it operates in the 50 to 
60 percent availability range. 

That is the major problem with 
wind energy. We remember and 
complain when the wind is blowing 
hard and tend to forget the days and 
evenings when there isn’t enough 
wind to turn a pinwheel. That be¬ 
ing the case, I personally can not see 
where solar or wind will be anything 
more that a supplement to some oth¬ 
er base load generation. I grew up in 
an area and time where some farmers 
used wind chargers to generate elec¬ 
tricity and I can tell you that they 
were tickled to death to see those 

ing one of those. Consumer-members 
have some 14,000 offers to choose 
from, including the popular phar¬ 
macy discount, which has racked up 
some $4-6 million in savings since 
May 2007. The recently revamped 
Web site www.connections.coop gets 
more than 80,000 hits daily. 

Maggard said 2009 will bring more 
resources to increase the number of 

REA poles come down the road. 
Since we all have the expectation 

that our lights will continue to bum 
when the wind dies or the sun goes 
down, somewhere there has to be a 
coal, nuclear or gas fired power plant 
to pick up the slack. The wind usually 
dies when the sun goes down, so solar 
or wind systems can not back each 
other up in those situations. There 
is no question that when solar units 
or wind turbines are in operation, 
you will avoid burning gas or coal. A 
rough approximation would be that 
it takes a pound of coal to generate a 
kilowatt hour. If you use 2,000 kilo¬ 
watt hours a month and it all came 
from wind or solar, the burning of a 
ton of coal would have been avoided. 

While we may have avoided put¬ 
ting carbon dioxide in the air and 
the wind and sun are free, we will 
essentially pay for two generating sys¬ 
tems. One for when the wind blows 
and the sun shines, one for when it 
is quiet and dark. Wind and solar are 
not competitive now without tax sub¬ 
sidies, so my guess is that going green 
is going to cost all of us more. I per¬ 
sonally do not have a problem with 
that, but I would like for the public 
to be aware that when these costs 
are passed along in your utility bills, 
it is not the utility’s fault. We will 
be required to do what your elected 
representatives say you want, so it is 
really your call. If you don’t express 
your opinion, then you can expect to 

consumer-members using the card. 
Maggard says the Co-op Connec¬ 

tions Card - and Touchstone Energy 
itself - is all about communicating 
the cooperative difference. “We have 
plans to continue this program way 
into the future.” Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative intends to also continue 
the program and expanded offerings 
from new businesses. 

be bound by what others want. 
The national organization that rep¬ 

resents the electric cooperatives, the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA), has provided 
a Web site that allows you to express 
your concerns to our Congressional 
representatives in Washington, www. 
ourenergy.coop. You can send emails 
to them from this Web site that will 
ask them three questions: 

• What is Congress doing to 
ensure we have the capacity to 
meet our energy needs? 

• What is Congress doing to speed 
the development of technology 
that will ensure we have the 
power we need? 

• What is Congress doing to 
ensure that our energy remains 
affordable? 

There are things we could do that 
can cut down on green house 
gases with little cost and could most 
likely save us money. We could build 
smaller homes, drive less, drive more 
fuel-efficient vehicles and consume 

less. As a nation that seems to have 
equated consumption with happiness 
and a high standard of living, how¬ 
ever, these are not attractive options. 
Perhaps as we go through the reality 
check of a bad recession, with high 
unemployment and falling home and 
stock market prices, we might pause 
to consider what is truly important 
and required. 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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There are countless myths, or may- 
be more appropriately, falsehoods 

surrounding ways to heat a home, the 
most efficient way of doing so, or how 
much electricity different things use. 
With the cold winter we’ve just expe- 
rienced, now might be a good time to 
provide you with correct information 
so you can make sound decisions as 
to what is best for your home before 
next winter. 

Some Types of Heat Are Drier 
Than Others 

Your home’s heating system may 
contribute to dryness, but is not the 
real culprit. Dry homes are caused 
by excessive air leakage. In the 
winter, cold air is dense and can 
not hold very many molecules of 
moisture. There are two ways your 
heating system can contribute to a 
home being dry. If it uses room air 
for combustion, for instance a wood 
burner or an older fossil fired fur¬ 
nace (propane, oil or natural gas), 
the air that goes up the chimney or 
flue is replaced by the furnace suck¬ 
ing in cold, dry air from outside. 
The second way is the duct system 
— we’ll discuss that in a moment. 

Electric Room Heaters Are 
More Efficient 

It depends — if you turn the ther¬ 
mostat down to the main heating 
system and heat just the room you 
occupy, you may reduce your energy 
consumption slightly. Any savings 
that do occur will be because you are 
heating a smaller area and not due to 
the efficiency of the heater. Let’s put 
a big falsehood to rest right here. All 
portable plug-in electric heaters have 
the same efficiency. Portable heat¬ 
ers put out 1,500 watts of heat since 
outlets are rated at 15 amps. At 120 
volts, this would be 1,800 watts (amps 
x volts = watts), and leaving room for 
safety, nearly all electric heaters have 
a maximum of 1,500 watts. With 
3.413 btu’s per watt, these heaters 
generate 5,119 btu of heat per hour. 
Whether they do it by infra-red, with 

Heating Myths CO 

a fan, with the elements bathed in oil, 
or in a fancy wood cabinet, they’re all 
the same. Some may be more com¬ 
fortable than others. For instance, the 
oil heater will hold heat longer and 
give it off more evenly, but the fact re¬ 
mains, they are no more efficient than 
any other electric heater. 

Heat Pumps Are Cold 

If you consider 92 degrees cold, 
then they might be. If 92 degree or 
warmer air won’t maintain the ther¬ 
mostat setting at 72 degrees, it really 
means the home isn’t insulated prop¬ 
erly or just plain leaks too much air. 
Instead of blaming the heat pump, 
you would be better served by adding 
insulation or doing some caulking. 

I'll Never Get My Money Back 
from a Geo-Thermal Heat Pump 

There’s no question geo-thermal 
heat pumps cost more. But look at 
it this way. If the monthly savings 
of the electric bill is greater than 
the extra payment on the mortgage, 
you’re saving money each month. 
And once the geo-thermal unit is 
installed, that cost is fixed while 
we’ve all read what is going to 
happen to the cost of energy. Plus, 
geo-thermal heat pumps require less 
maintenance and last longer. 

It Doesn't Make Any Difference 
Where My Duct Is 

Show me a duct system that 
doesn’t leak and has the right 
amount of insulation and I’ll agree 
with that statement. Unfortunately, 
nearly all duct systems leak air, as 
much as 20 percent. Let’s say the 
supply duct is in the attic and the 
return is totally within the building 
envelope, which is quite often the 
case. If the heating system is blow¬ 
ing at 1,000 cubic feet per minute 
(cfm) and the duct in the attic leaks 
20 percent, only 800 cfm would be 
delivered to the house through the 
registers; yet the return air is suck¬ 
ing 1,000 cfm into the furnace. This 
means 200 cfm are being sucked into 

the house through the leaks in the 
house every time the furnace comes 
on, winter or summer. You pay to 
heat 1,000 cfm, dump 200 cfm of 
this into the attic and bring in 200 
cfm of cold air. Get the picture? 
Either put all of the duct within 
the building envelope (the area you 
intend to heat and cool) or seal the 
duct work up. Don’t use duct tape, 
use duct mastic, a paintable sealant 
made for duct joints. 

I Don't Need To Insulate My Base¬ 
ment Because I Don't Heat It. 

Let me ask you a question. If it were 
a crawl space instead of a basement, 
would you insulate it? I’d venture 
nearly every one agrees crawlspaces 
should be insulated. What’s the dif¬ 
ference between a crawlspace and a 
basement (besides the basement be¬ 
ing 8 feet high instead of 3 feet)? I’d 
venture those that believe the base¬ 
ment does not need to he insulated 
believe that heat rises. Actually, warm 
air rises because it is less dense than 
cool air, but heat transfer/movement 
knows no direction, only temperature 
difference. For those that disagree, 
picture this. Grab hold of a piece of 
steel pipe, put a torch to it 6 inches 
above your hand and then tell me 
heat doesn’t go down! 

In case you didn’t know, 8 inches 
of concrete has the same R-value as 
a single pane piece of glass. For many 
homes, insulating the basement is one 
of the quickest ways to reduce energy 
consumption. It may not be the easi¬ 
est, hut the savings will definitely be 
worth the effort. 

I hope I’ve answered some false¬ 
hoods that have been floating around. 
I know there are many more that I 
didn’t get to. If you have a particular 
question that I haven’t answered 
here, feel free to email me at bcra- 
mer@eeca.coop or give me a call. I’ll 
do my best to answer your questions. 

Bryce Cramer 
District Office and 

Member Services Manager 

Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve. 
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Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 

Trees And Power Lines Don't Mix 
Trees are wonderful gifts of na¬ 

ture. They are beautiful and 
they improve our air by transforming 
carbon dioxide into oxygen. They 
also provide shade to keep us cooler 
in summer and deflect winter’s 
chilly winds. 

When trees come into contact 
with power lines, bad things hap¬ 
pen. Branches can tangle with power 
lines, snapping them or simply caus¬ 
ing short circuits that make your 
lights blink and damage sensitive 
electronic equipment like computers. 
Squirrels can use trees to climb on 
power lines, where they nibble on 
the wires and cause outages. Snow 
and ice can cause long lasting out¬ 
ages as experienced recently by the 
electric cooperative to our south and 
those in Missouri and Kentucky. 

That’s why Egyptian Electric Co¬ 
operative works hard to make sure 
trees don’t interfere with our power 
lines. We do that in two ways. 
First, we encourage you to be care¬ 
ful where you plant trees. Second, 
if a tree has grown to the point of 
endangering a power line, we may 
arrange to have it trimmed back. 

If you’re planning to plant a tree, 
take a moment to think of how 
large it will become when fully 
grown. If you plant the tree under 
or close to power lines, it might 
not present any problems for a few 
years, but once the tree has grown 
to maturity, its branches might 
interfere with the power lines, and 
that can be dangerous. 

There are ways in which you can 
help. As a start, be sure that you 
don’t plant the tree in an area where 
it might grow into a power line. The 
other thing to do is choose a species 
that isn’t going to grow tall or wide 
enough to threaten power lines. A 
nursery owner or your county exten¬ 
sion agent can recommend trees that 
will add the beauty you want without 
presenting a problem. 

If we determine that a tree presents 
a safety problem because it has either 

grown too close to a power line or 
is in a position where a limb could 
break off and damage a power line, 
we may request that it be trimmed 
(or in particularly dangerous situa¬ 
tions or with dead trees, removed). 

When trees are trimmed, national 
standards for electrical safety re¬ 
quire that branches within 15 feet 
of electrical equipment be removed. 
To homeowners, it may look like 
the tree-trimming crews are cut¬ 
ting more branches than necessary. 
But the 15-foot rule ensures that 
crews can safely access the power 
lines when needed. In addition, it 

will take many years before normal 
growth again puts branches danger¬ 
ously close. 

We know that homeowners are 
proud of their trees and don’t want 
to see them damaged. But a tree 
that gets too close to a power line 
can endanger both the homeowner, 
line crews and service reliability, so 
we need to address the situation. 

If you’re thinking about planting 
trees near a power line, or if you’re 
wondering whether an existing 
tree’s location is safe, contact our 
Forestry Supervisor for free advice 
and assistance. 
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Office Closings 
Good Friday, 

Friday, April 10 

What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or ped¬ 
estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” by first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off’ position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 
If they are out of power also, 
the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 
call (800) 606-1505. 

5. Make sure you have the name 
on the account and if possible, 
the account number. 

Board Selects New 
Executive Vice President 

The Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Board of Directors recently 

selected James (Jim) B. Riddle as 
the new Executive Vice President/ 
General Manager. Jim succeeds 
Mark Stallons who left Egyptian on 
Dec. 31 to accept the position of 
Chief Executive Officer and Presi¬ 
dent of Owen Electric Cooperative, 
Owen, Ky. Jim comes to Egyptian 
with many years of service to elec¬ 
tric cooperatives in Illinois and Mis¬ 
souri and will begin his career with 
Egyptian on April 1. 

Jim has been President and 
Chief Operating Officer of Clinton 
County Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
in Breese since 1988. Prior to join¬ 
ing Clinton County, Jim was with 
Scott-New Madrid-Mississippi Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative in Sikeston, Mis¬ 
souri for 15 years. He held several 
positions at Scott-New Madrid-Mis- 
sissippi during that time, including 
Chief Account, Member Services 
Director and Assistant General 
Manager. 

In addition to his service at Clin¬ 
ton County, Jim has been actively 
involved in organizations serving 
the electric cooperative world and 
his community. He serves on the 
Board of Directors of Federated Ru¬ 
ral Electric Insurance Exchange (a 
provider of insurance services to co¬ 
operatives, including Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric), Chair of the Illinois Action 
Committee for Rural Electrification 

James B. Riddle 

(the political action committee of 
the National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association), as well as serv¬ 
ing the local school and community 
college districts. 

With Clinton County Electric 
Cooperative becoming a member 
of the Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative in recent years, Jim 
comes to Egyptian with experience 
and knowledge of our generation 
and transmission cooperative at the 
Lake of Egypt. 

Jim and his wife Debbie, have two 
grown children and two grandchil¬ 
dren. They plan to make their home 
in the Steeleville area in the near 
future. Please join us as we welcome 
Jim and Debbie to the Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative family. 

Integrity: We are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable. 
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Approach on Climate is Wrong, English Says 
NRECA CEO tells president budget plan increases electric bills to pay for tax cuts. 

Editor’s Note: The following article 

by Steven Johnson appeared recently 

in the NRECA’s publication, Electric 

Co'Op Today. 

NRECA CEO Glenn English has 
told President Obama the adminis¬ 
tration’s budget proposal contains 
a tax on consumers in the name 
of climate change that is designed 
more to fatten government coffers 
for tax cuts than to address environ¬ 
mental concerns. 

In a Feb. 27 letter to Obama, 
English said a provision in the presi¬ 
dent’s fiscal 2010 budget outline to 
auction emissions credits as part of 
a massive revenue-raising scheme 
would have a devastating effect on 
the affordability of electricity. 

While co-ops stand ready to work 
with the president and Congress 
to develop sensible, low-cost ap¬ 
proaches to climate change, Eng¬ 
lish said, the auction system cedes 
control of the price of electricity to 
Wall Street financiers and multina¬ 
tional corporations. 

“NRECA strongly objects to the 
proposal in your administration’s 
budget to auction emission allow¬ 
ances to the highest bidder in a 
cap-and-trade program. Such a 
program would only serve as a back¬ 
door, variable tax on consumers,” 
English wrote. 

The administration wants Con¬ 
gress to enact a program that would 
raise about $80 billion annually 
starting in 2012 by auctioning al¬ 
lowances of carbon to the highest 
bidder. It contends the market- 
based approach would reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions about 14 
percent below 2005 levels by 2020, 
and about 83 percent below 2005 
levels by 2050. A small portion 
of the new revenues, expected to 
reach nearly $646 billion by 2019, 
will go toward energy investment 
and research. 

The lion’s share will 
be returned in the form 
of household tax cuts, 
meaning the plan would 
take away money from 
consumers through higher 
electric bills—NRECA 
has estimated a 15 percent 
monthly increase — to pay 
it back later in the form of 
tax cuts. 

CLIMATE PROPOSAL WOULD RAISE REVENUES 

President Obama's budget outline proposes to raise $645.7 billion in new revenues throuft 

2019 by auctioning emissions credits under a new climate change initiative. 

“If the government 
needs to raise revenue to 
fund important national priorities, 
those taxes should be set by the 
government and collected by the 
IRS, not set by Wall Street to be 
collected by utilities,” English said. 
English also said that the auction 
system plays into the hands of well- 
heeled interests, who can scoop up 
allowances and sell them at higher 
prices to utilities. 

Not-for-profit co-ops would have 
little chance to compete against 
those bidders to acquire allowances 
that would help them comply with 
the greenhouse gas caps. 

“The level of the tax would be 
determined by Wall Street and large 
multi-national energy companies 
who would likely be the highest bid¬ 
ders in any auction,” English wrote. 
Some officials already have ex¬ 
pressed concern that revenues 
collected from the auctions would 
represent a transfer of wealth from 
parts of the country that rely more 
heavily on fossil fuel-based genera¬ 
tion to other regions. 

A group of 15 Senate Democrats 
have signed a letter urging that any 
cap-and-trade legislation “ensure 
that consumers and workers in all 
regions of the U.S. are protected 
from undue hardship.” 

“When addressing climate change, 
we should ensure that revenue gen¬ 
erated by a cap-and-trade system 
goes back to the consumers, states, 

and industries that are most affected 
by the changes,” said Sen. Sher¬ 
rod Brown, D-Ohio. The fact that 
the administration assumes that 
Congress will enact a cap-and-trade 
system means outreach by members 
to elected officials through the Our 
Energy, Our Future program is vital, 
English said. 

“There is no time to waste. It 
is clear which direction the ad¬ 
ministration is taking, and it is 
incumbent on every single co-op to 
contact their members in Congress 
and express their very real concerns 
about this budget proposal.” 

fWe urge all members of Egyp- 
tian Electric Cooperative to com 
tact your legislators representing 
you in Washington - Congress¬ 
man Jerry Costello and Senators 
Dick Durbin and Roland Burris 
- expressing your concerns with 
the cost impact to you of cap and 
trade legislation. You may contact 
them directly or by visiting www. 
Our Energy, coop [you can also 
get to www.OurEnergy.coop from 
our Web site at www.eeca.coop]. 
Without contact from our members 
expressing concern with this legis¬ 
lation and letting them know you 
are watching how they vote, they 
ivill be pressured by the adminis¬ 
tration and congressional leaders 
to support the legislation. Your 
voices must be heard by them.) 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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Tips for Next Winter 
'sT 

By now, winter is behind us and 

hopefully - as cold as this one 

was - forgotten. Unfortunately, by 

the time winter rolls around again, 

we may have failed to take steps 

to reduce our energy usage caused 

by cold weather. Over the last few 

weeks, I’ve performed energy audits 

where I’ve found problems that 

could have been addressed earlier 

in the winter and would have saved 

members energy and money. 

Heat Pumps 
Heat pumps, especially geo- 

thermal heat pumps are the most 

efficient heating systems on the 

market. They are also the only heat- 

ing system that is really two systems 

in one, the heat pump portion and 

the auxiliary heat system which is 

basically an electric turnace. 

In one week alone, I found three 

heat pumps that were working on 

the electric furnace portion of the 

system. Two were caused by the fail¬ 

ure of the heat pump; the third was 

because the member had inadver¬ 

tently moved the selector switch to 

emergency heat mode. 

When the heat pump fails, the 

auxiliary side of the system now 

provides 100 percent of the heat 

needed to keep the home at the de¬ 

sired temperature. Unless the home¬ 

owner is paying attention to the 

system, this usually goes unnoticed 

until the bill arrives. Here are some 

tips to make sure this doesn’t hap¬ 

pen to you. 

From time to time, verify the out¬ 

side heat pump is running. While 

the indoor blower is running, go to 

a window near the unit and verify it 

is running by seeing the fan run and 

listening for the compressor. If you 

can’t hear or see it from a window, 

walk outside and inspect it. 

Become familiar with your ther¬ 

mostat. Some thermostats (not 

all) have a light that will come on 

when the auxiliary heat is on. If 

this happens frequently and early in 

the heat cycle, you may be having 

an issue that requires you to do the 

preceding step. Some thermostats 

do not have a light for the auxiliary 

heat while some of the digital ones 

will actually say, Aux Ht; you’ll 

have to look closely though as the 

printing is small. 

Almost all thermo¬ 

stats will have some 

kind of indicator 

that shows the selec¬ 

tor switch has been 

placed in Emergency 

Heat mode (mean¬ 

ing the heat pump 

portion has been 

selectively disabled). 

Know what your 

thermostat does and 

make sure it doesn’t 

happen. 

Check the registers 

early in the heating 

cycle. If warm air is 

not coming out of 

the register 30-45 

seconds after start-up, but does 2-3 

minutes later, it’s a good sign the 

outdoor heat pump is not func¬ 

tioning. The reason this happens 

is that a heat pump thermostat is 

two-stage: stage one brings on the 

heat pump and if it can not satisfy 

the thermostat (heat the house up) 

the second stage will come on (the 

auxiliary heat). 

Finally, have your heat pump 

serviced regularly and the outside 

unit cleaned. I found two units 

this winter where the dryer vent 

was adjacent to the heat pump and 

both units were totally clogged with 

lint. This not only keeps the unit 

from functioning efficiently, it will 

shorten the life span of the system. 

Both of these homes needed to have 

the dryer vent relocated. 

Crawl Spaces 
I have no idea how many homes 

I saw this winter with crawl-space 

vents standing wide open. I serious¬ 

ly doubt anyone would say the wind 

doesn’t blow a fair amount all win¬ 

ter long. In essence, someone paid 

to insulate the crawl space to keep 

from losing heat hut didn’t take the 

time to close vents that would have 

kept the cold air out. 

Although I’ve said it many times 

before, I’ll say it again. Heat does 

not rise, warm air does. All heat 

transfer knows is temperature dif¬ 

ferential. If it is colder in the crawl 

space than the room above, heat 

will move downward unless imped¬ 

ed by insulation. 

My preference is to not even have 

vents in crawlspaces. Put a continu¬ 

ous vapor barrier over the soil to 

keep moisture from evaporating into 

the crawlspace, insulate the side 

walls and sills and close off vents 

with blocks of foam insulation. Seal 

all perforations to the living area 

above with caulk (holes for wiring, 

plumbing, heat registers, etc). With 

a continuous vapor harrier over 

the soil, the crawl space is really 

Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve. 
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no different than a basement and I 
haven’t seen many basements with 
vent blocks. On this same thought, 
I’ll bet every home owner with open 
vent blocks would have closed win- 
dows left open in a basement! 

Some might say you have to let 
the moisture out in the summer, but 
if you think about it, most of the 
moisture during southern Illinois 
summers is in the air. Vent blocks 
just let moisture in where it can 
come into contact with cool duct 
work and water lines, forming con- 
densation. The key is a continuous 
vapor barrier over the soil and exte¬ 
rior landscaping that causes rain wa¬ 
ter to run away from the building. 

Basements 
Although I haven’t found any 

basements with vents or windows 
open, I’ve seen many un-insulated 
basements. Many don’t believe 
this fact, but it is true; 8 inches of 
concrete has the same R-value as a 
single pain piece of glass. As stated 
above, heat flows from the warm to 
the cold. Even if you don’t heat the 
basement, insulating its walls can 
provide savings and an increase in 
comfort. 

Start with the easiest part, the 
sill area. The best product for this 
is extruded polystyrene (commonly 
called blue or pink board) or icyn- 
ene, a spray-on foam that must be 
applied by professional installers. 
Neither of these products will allow 
moisture to move through them, 
meaning they will not cause mois¬ 
ture related decay or mildew. 

Duct Systems 
In case you didn’t read last 

month’s article with comments 
about the location of duct systems, 
I’ll repeat the same information 
again. Nearly all duct systems leak 
air, as much as 20 percent. 

Let’s say the supply duct is in the 
attic or basement and the return is 
totally within the building envelope 

(the portion of the home we re¬ 
ally desire to heat). If the blower is 
moving air at 1,000 cubic feet per 
minute (cfm) and the duct in the 
attic leaks 20 percent, only 800 cfm 
would be delivered to the house 
through the registers; yet the return 
air is sucking 1,000 cfm back into 
the furnace. This means 200 cfm 
are being sucked into the house 
through the leaks in the house every 
time the furnace comes on, winter 
or summer. I found several homes 
where heat registers were in rooms 
or garages that were totally sepa¬ 
rated from the house so no air was 
being returned to the unit. (Note: 
Do not install return air registers in 
any garage as pollutants from this 
area will be distributed throughout 
the house!) 

You pay to heat 1,000 cfm, dump 
200 cfm of this into the attic and 
bring in 200 cfm of cold air. Either 
put all of the duct within the build¬ 
ing envelope or seal the duct work. 
Don’t use duct tape, use duct mas¬ 
tic, a paint able sealant made for 
duct joints. 

Attic Insulation 
With our infra-red camera, we can 

actually show the problems created 
by fiberglass batt insulation. In years 

past, I’ve told many a homeowner 
after an inspection that the qual¬ 
ity of the installation of their batt 
insulation left much to be desired. I 
somehow doubt that many took my 
advice to heart though. Now, with 
the infra-red cameral, I’ve been 
actually able to show people what is 
going on. 

Batts that don’t butt together per¬ 
fectly, that have been compressed to 
fit an area or that have been placed 
over an object allowing air to get 
below the batt have in the past 
been just words. Now, they are pic¬ 
tures and I’ve found that “a picture 
is worth a thousand words” to be 
true. Nearly all of these issues could 
be remedied with a little time spent 
in the attic. 

Take Action Now 
Next winter is only seven months 

away. Although this may seem like 
a long time, it will be here before 
we know it. Make yourself a list of 
the things you need to fix before 
next winter and tape it to the re¬ 
frigerator right now. Take care of 
the least expensive and easiest to fix 
right away. Most likely, every item 
on the list will help you this sum¬ 
mer, too, during air-conditioning, so 
it’s not too early to start your plan. 

Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 
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Office Closings 
Memorial Day, 

Monday, May 25 

What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or ped¬ 
estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” by first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off’ position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 
If they are out of power also, 
the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 
call (800) 606-1505. 

5. Make sure you have the name 
on the account and if possible, the 
account number. 

Climate Change Legislation 
I am excited to be the next Execu- 
I tive Vice President and General 

Manager of your electric cooperative 
and to become a part of its history of 
excellent service to you, its member- 
owners. With 36 years of service with 
electric cooperatives, I am a firm 
believer in the cooperative model of 
ownership and in your coop¬ 
erative’s mission statement, 
“improving the quality of life 
of our member-owners.” I 
will do my best to ensure we 
continue to deliver the qual¬ 
ity service you deserve and 
expect and in a manner that 
befits our mission. In light 
of our mission statement, 
I want to discuss climate 
change legislation and the 
potential impact of that legislation 
on you and your quality of life. 

Congress and the federal govern¬ 
ment are focused on prioritizing cli¬ 
mate change policy. Given the long 
list of environmental impacts and 
expensive solutions, any action taken 
to address the issue will certainly 
increase the cost of electricity we use 
everyday. 

Climate change proposals seek 
to reduce emissions of greenhouse 
gases, carbon dioxide in particular. 
In the United States, power plants 
that burn fossil fuels produce about 

2.4 billion tons of carbon dioxide 
every year. That works out to about 
39 percent of the nation’s man-made 
output of the gas—the largest single 
source. 

A key committee in the U.S. 
House of Representatives has an¬ 

nounced plans to consider a climate 
change bill by this summer, one that 
may for the first time classify carbon 
dioxide as a pollutant and impose 
a cap-and-trade tax to limit carbon 
emissions. Cap-and-trade systems 
work by setting a specific limit on 
airborne pollutants from sources like 

National energy and 

climate change policy 

must focus on reducing 

emissions and not on 

^revenue enhancement” 

for federal government. 

power plants, factories, and refiner¬ 
ies, and require those sources to 
account for all emissions with issued 
allowances. 

Cap-and-trade has worked well 
during the past 15 years to reduce 
emissions of acid rain-causing sulfur 
dioxide and to curb smog-creating 
nitrogen oxides in the eastern half 
of the country. However, some cap- 
and-trade tax proposals for carbon 
dioxide contain a new twist: expen¬ 
sive allowances. 

Continued on page 16d 

Executive 
Vice President/ 

General Manager 
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Need Some Stimulus? 
The dictionary says that a stimulus 

is something that incites to action 
or exertion. After this past winter, 
with its extreme cold, the high bills 
that resulted from it and the reality 
that energy costs ARE going up as 
we have forecast for the last several 
years, you would think we all would 
have enough something to cause us 
to reduce our energy consumption. 
For those that need more though, 
maybe the ability to reduce their 
federal income tax might be the 
something that incites them to action. 

The President and Congress 
have decided to create jobs and to 
reduce our dependence on foreign 
energy by providing tax credits for 
measures that will help save energy. 
Some of these measures are not new, 
but do have increased levels of tax 
credits available. 

For instance, in the past there 
has been a tax credit for the installa¬ 
tion of high efficiency air to-air heat 
pumps of 30 percent up to a maxi¬ 

mum of $500. That has now been 
increased to $1,500 for 2009 and 
2010. 

For geo-thermal heat pumps, 
the cap and time frame have been 
increased. The installation of a 
residential geo-thermal heat pump 
with a Coefficient of Performance 
of 3.3 or greater is eligible for a tax 
credit of 30 percent, with NO cap. 
This credit is available for all units 
installed from 2000 to 2016. 

If you want the most efficient 
heating and cooling system avail¬ 
able, with a way to reduce your 
water heating costs, we highly rec¬ 
ommend you consider a geo-thermal 
heat pump. These systems are not 
new technology (our Member Ser¬ 
vice’s Manager has one in his house 
that is nearing 18 years of age). 
They are more expensive to install, 
primarily due to the ground loop, 
but the comfort and lower operat¬ 
ing costs are tremendous. With a 30 
percent reduction in cost due to the 

tax credit, these units are now more 
competitive in price with traditional 
heating and cooling equipment. 

Even though you may install a 
high efficiency heating and cooling 
system, we still recommend you re¬ 
duce your energy consumption with 
any needed improvements to the 
building envelope (your insulation 
levels and window and door qual¬ 
ity) . By doing so, it reduces your en¬ 
ergy costs and waste and may even 
be able to reduce the size of your 
heating and cooling system, reduc¬ 
ing your installation costs. 

Following is information we’ve 
been able to gather from the En¬ 
ergy Star Web site about eligible 
weatherization and energy efficiency 
measures for tax credits. We do 
recommend you speak with your tax 
consultant before making any ex¬ 
penditure to ensure it meets the IRS 
and Treasury Department guide¬ 
lines. 

Summary Of Tax Credits for Homeowners 
Product Category Product Type Tax Credit Specification Tax Credit Notes || 

Windows &. 
Doors 

Exterior Windows and 

Skylights 

U factor < = 0.30 

SHGC <= 0.30 

30% of cost, up to $1,5002 Not all ENERGY STAR labeled windows and sky- 

lights qualify for tax credit6. ^ 

Storm Windows Meets IECC* in combination with the exterior 

window over which it is installed, for the applicable 

climate zone 

30% of cost, up to $1,5002 Manufacturer Certification Statement3 will list class- 1 
es of exterior window (single pane, clear glass, double 1 
pane, low-E coating, etc.)4 that a product may be f 
combined with to be eligible in specific climate zones. 1 

Exterior Doors U factor < = 0.30 30% of cost, up to $ 1,5002 Not all ENERGY STAR doors will qualify6. ? 

SHGC < = 0.30 

Storm Doors In combination with a wood door assigned a default 

U-factor by the IECC, and does not exceed the 

default U-factor requirement assigned to such combi¬ 

nation by the IECC 

30% of cost, up to $1,5002 

Roofing Metal Roofs, 

Asphalt Roofs 

ENERGY STAR qualified 30% of cost, up to $1,5002 All ENERGY STAR metal and asphalt roofs qualify ■ 
for the tax credit7. Must be expected to last 5 years 1 
OR have a 2 year warranty. ; 

Insulation Insulation Meets 2009 IECC &. Amendments 30% of cost, up to $1,5002 For insulation to qualify, its primary purpose must be | 

to insulate, (example: vapor retarders are covered, ' 

insulated siding does not qualify). Must be expected : 

to last 5 years OR have a 2 year warranty 

HVAC Central A/C Split Systems: 

EER > = 13 

SEER >= 16 

Package systems: 

EER >= 12 

SEER > = 14 

30% of cost, up to $1,5002 For a list of qualified products, visit the Consortium j 
for Energy Efficiency Web site, click on Air Condi- i 
tioners, then in the “CEE Tier” enter “Residential | 
Advanced Tier 3” for CAC Split Systems, and | 
“Residential Tier 2” for CAC Package Systems and ; 
ASHPs. Note — not all ENERGY STAR products i 
will qualify for the tax credit. I 

Air Source Heat Pumps Split Systems: 

HSPF > = 8.5 

EER >= 12.5 

SEER > = 15 

30% of cost, up to $1,5002 

Package systems: 

HSPF > = 8 

EER >= 12 

SEER >=14 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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HVAC Natural Gas or Propane 

Furnace 
AFUE >=95 30% of cost, up to $1,5002 For a list of qualifying products visit the Gas Appli¬ 

ance Manufacturing Association Web site. Not all 
ENERGY STAR products will qualify for the tax 

credit. 
Oil Furnace AFUE > = 90 30% of cost, up to ILSOO2 

Gas, Propane, or Oil Hot 

Water Boiler 
AFUE >=90 30% of cost, up to $1,5002 

Advanced Main Air Circulat¬ 

ing Fan 
No more than 2% of furnace total energy use 30% of cost, up to $1,5002 

Water Heaters Gas, Oil, Propane Water 
Heater 

Energy Factor > = 0.82 

or a thermal efficiency of at least 90%. 
30% of cost, up to $l,500z Not all ENERGY STAR gas storage and gas condens¬ 

ing water heaters will qualify for the tax credit. All 

ENERGY STAR gas tankless models will qualify. 

All ENERGY STAR gas tankless water heaters will 

qualify. 

For a partial list of qualifying products go to the Air 

Conditioning, Heating, and refrigeration Institute 

(AHRI) Web site. 

Electric Heat Pump Water 

Heater 
Same criteria as ENERGY STAR: Energy Factor 

>= 2.0 
30% of cost, up to $1,5002 All ENERGY STAR electric heat pump water heat¬ 

ers qualify for the tax credit. 

Biomass Stove Biomass Stove Stove which bums biomass fuel5 to heat a home or 

heat water. 

Thermal efficiency rating of at least 75% as measured 

using a lower heating value. 

30% of cost, up to $1,5002 

Geo-Thermal 

Heat Pump 

Geo-Thermal Heat Pump Same criteria as ENERGY STAR: 

Closed Loop: 

HER >= 14.1 

COP>= 3.3 

Open Loop: 

EER >= 16.2 

COP >= 3.6 

Direct Expansion: 

EER >= 15 

COP >= 3.5 

30% of the cost All ENERGY STAR geo-thermal heat pumps qualify 

for the tax credit. 

Use IRS Form 5695 

Must be ‘‘placed into service” before December 

31,2016. 

Cars Hybrid gasoline-electric, 

diesel, battery-electric, 

alternative fitel, and fuel cell 

vehicles 

Based on a formula determined 

by vehicle weight, technology, 

and fuel economy compared to 

base year models 

There is a 60,000 vehicle limit per manufacturer 

before a phase-out period begins. Toyota and Honda 

have already been phased out. Credit is still available 

for Ford, GM and Nissan. Use IRS Form 8910 for 

hybrid vehicles purchased for personal use. Use 

IRS Form 3800 for hybrid vehicles purchased for 

business purposes. 

Plug-in hybrid electric 

vehicles 
$2,500~$7,500 The first 250,000 vehicles sold get the full tax 

credit (then it phases out like the hybrid vehicle tax 

credits). EfTective January 1,2009. 

'Either the 2001 Supplement of the 2000 

International Energy Conservation Code or 
the 2004 Supplement of the 2003 Interna¬ 
tional Energy Conservation Code. 

2Subject to a $1,500 maximum per hom¬ 
eowner for all improvements combined. 

3A Manufacturer’s Certification is a 
signed statement from the manufacturer cer¬ 
tifying that the product or component quali¬ 
fies for the tax credit. The IRS encourages 
manufacturers to provide these Certifications 
on their website to facilitate identification of 
qualified products. Taxpayers must keep a copy 
of the certification statement for their records, 
but do not have to submit a copy with their 
tax return. 

Additional information on exterior 
window features may be viewed at www. 
energystar.gov/index.cftnlc=windows_doors. 
pr_anat_window 

3Biomass Fuel means any plant-derived 
fuel available on a renewable or recurring 
basis, including agricultural crops and trees, 

wood and wood waste and residues (includ¬ 
ing wood pellets), plants (including aquatic 

plants), grasses, residues, and fibers. 
6The following guidance is not intended 

as legal advice, and you should consult a tax 

professional with specific questions: 

To qualify for the tax credit, windows, 
doors, and skylights placed in service after 

February 17, 2009 must have a U-factor and 
Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC) less than 
or equal to 0.30. You can find the U-factor and 
SHGC on the National Fenestration Rating 
Council (NFRC) label. See an example of the 
NFRC label. NFRC is the only federally recog¬ 
nized organization for determining the energy 
performance of windows, doors and skylights. 
Please see the NFRC website for information 
concerning product performance. 

Qualifying products purchased between 
February 17, 2009 and December 31, 2010 are 
eligible for a tax credit equal to 30 percent of 
the product cost. The maximum amount of 
homeowner credit for all improvements com¬ 
bined (including roofing, insulation, HVAC, 
and water heaters) is $1,500 during 2009 and 
2010. 

For products purchased between January 
1, 2009 and February 16, 2009, the terms of 
the tax credit are less clear. The Internal Rev¬ 
enue Service will likely clarify these terms in 
guidance documents, which are expected to be 

released later this year. 
Additional information will be posted as it 

is made available. 

‘ENERGY STAR qualified roof products 
reflect more of the sun’s rays. This can lower 

roof surface temperature by up to 100F, de¬ 
creasing the amount of heat transferred into a 
building. ENERGY STAR qualified roof prod¬ 

ucts can help reduce the amount of air con¬ 
ditioning needed in buildings, and can reduce 
peak cooling demand by 10-15 percent. 

The IRS defines “placed in service” as 
when the property is ready and available for 

use. 

Efficient Cars 
Starting January 1, 2009, there is a new 

tax credit for Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, 

starting at $2,500 and capped at $7,500 for 
cars and trucks (the credit is based on the ca¬ 
pacity of the battery system). The first 250,000 
vehicles sold get the full tax credit (then it 
phases out like the hybrid vehicle tax credits). 
Tax credits are available to buyers of hybrid 
gasoline-electric, diesel, battery-electric, 
alternative fuel, and fuel cell vehicles. The 
tax credit amount is based on a formula deter¬ 
mined by vehicle weight, technology, and fuel 
economy compared to base year models. These 
credits are available for vehicles placed in ser¬ 
vice starting January 1, 2006. For hybrid and 

diesel vehicles made by each manufacturer, the 
credit will be phased out over 15 months start¬ 

ing after that manufacturer has sold 60,000 
eligible vehicles. For vehicles made by manu¬ 

facturers that have not reached the end of the 
phase-out, the credits will end for vehicles 
placed in service after December 31, 2010. See 

the IRS Website for updated information. 

Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve. 
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Allowances would be auctioned 
off at undetermined prices, lead¬ 
ing to huge cost burdens for any 
source of carbon dioxide emissions. 
In the case of power plants, those 
costs would ultimately be passed on 
to consumers using the power - in 
some cases adding $50 or more to 
electric bills each month. In late 
February, the Obama Administra¬ 
tion pointed to such a system as a 
new, substantial source of revenue 
for the federal government - effec¬ 
tively bringing into question what 
the real reason for regulating carbon 
dioxide is. 

Such a backdoor tax increase 
would force electric cooperatives 
to essentially become tax collectors 
for the federal government and al¬ 
low Wall Street investors to set al¬ 
lowance prices and determine how 

much you pay for electricity. 
We want to work with Congress 

to address climate change in an 
affordable and environmentally 
responsible fashion. Were ready to 
provide insight into how various 
policy proposals will impact consum¬ 
ers and urge lawmakers to reach the 
right answers. 

National energy and climate 
change policy must focus on reduc¬ 
ing emissions and not on “revenue 
enhancement” for federal govern¬ 
ment. Money generated, through 
a cap-and-trade tax or 
otherwise, must be used 
wisely - devoted to de¬ 
veloping related technol¬ 
ogy or returned to those 
who foot the bill. And 
Congress should take the 
lead on climate change - 

not regulators or Wall Street specu¬ 
lators. 

In unity with 42 million other 
electric cooperative consumers 
around the country, I urge you to 
contact your U.S. representative 
and senators and ask them to work 
with us to keep your electric bills 
affordable. We need you to become 
involved in this effort by participat¬ 
ing in the Our Energy, Our Future™ 
grassroots campaign at 
www.ourenergy.coop. 

Our Energy, Our Future 
A Dialogue With America 

Nominating Committee Appointed 
Pursuant to the By-Laws of the 

Cooperative and in compliance 
with the United States Department 
of Agriculture Rural Utilities Ser¬ 
vice Revised Bulletin 20-19, notice 
is hereby given to the members of 
the Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association that the Cooperative 
will hold its 71st annual meeting 
of its members on Tuesday evening 
July 28, 2009, at 7:30 p.m., in the 
Steeleville American Legion meet¬ 
ing room. 

Notice is further given that the 
terms of office of directors Paul 
Hicks, Carbondale, Paul Pyatt, 
Pinckneyville, and John E. Steele, 
Campbell Hill, will expire at said an¬ 
nual meeting. 

Notice is further given that the 
board of directors of the Coopera¬ 
tive has appointed the following 
named persons as a nominating 
committee: 

Robert Arthur, Carbondale 
John C. Edgar, Ava 

Richard Fager, Murphysboro 
John Helmers, Steeleville 
Joyce Hawthorne, DeSoto 
Stuart Langrehr, Evansville 
Roger Morgenstern, Pinckneyville 
Loren Prest, Sparta 
Leonard Priebe, Campbell Hill 

Notice is further given that the 
above nominating committee will 
meet at the Steeleville office of the 
Cooperative, located at the west 
edge of Steeleville, Illinois, on Mon¬ 
day, May 18, 2009, at 8 p.m., for the 
purpose of nominating candidates 
for election to the board of directors, 
and that all members interested may 
attend said meeting and participate. 
The by-laws also provide that the 
nominating committee, upon mak¬ 
ing their nominations, shall prepare 
and post at the office of the Cooper¬ 
ative, at least 30 days before the an¬ 
nual meeting, a list of nominations 
for directors. 

The by-laws further provide that 

any 15 or more members may make 
other nominations in writing over 
their signature not less than 60 days 
prior to the meeting. Additional 
nominations may be made from 
members at the meeting. 

The by-laws provide that each 
active member shall be entitled to 
one vote upon each matter submit¬ 
ted to a vote at the meeting of the 
members and that proxy voting is 
prohibited. 

A member having questions re¬ 
garding the above proceedings may 
contact any officer or member of the 
board of directors for clarification 
or further information. Copies of 
the by-laws of the Cooperative are 
available and can be obtained at the 
Cooperative offices located at Steel¬ 
eville and Murphysboro, mailed to 
you upon your request or found on 
our Web site at www.eeca.coop. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Raymond Mulholland 
Secretary 

Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 
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What to do if the 
power goes off 

Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

Check your meter pole or ped¬ 
estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” by first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off’ position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

Check with your neighbors. 
If they are out of power also, 
the main line is most likely out. 

During office hours: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 
call (800) 606-1505. 

Make sure you have the name 
on the account and if possible, the 
account number. 

Climate Change Legislation 

consumers. 

America’s families are facing tough 
economic times. Many struggle to 

afford the basics: food, housing, and 
energy. A recent article in the South¬ 
ern indicates that poverty is escalat¬ 
ing and that three of the counties we 
serve, Jackson, Perry and Randolph, 
are among the 24 
southern Illinois 
counties on the 
2009 Report on 
Illinois Poverty 
list. At the same 
time, the cost 
of residential 
electricity has 
climbed an aver¬ 
age of 26 percent 
nationwide be¬ 
tween 2002 and 
2007, and is pro¬ 
jected to go even higher. 

While we struggle in southern 
Illinois, elected officials in Washing¬ 
ton are poised to make important 
policy decisions that will determine 
our nation’s energy future. To guide 
lawmakers in a sound and respon¬ 
sible direction, we are joining other 
electric cooperatives in working hard 
to ensure your voice, the voice of the 
consumer, is heard during legislative 
debates. 

The National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association’s (NRECA) 
CEO, Glenn English, has told the 
administration that a provision in 
the President’s fiscal 2010 budget 
outline to auction emission credits 
is a tax on consumers in the name 
of climate change that would have a 
devastating effect on the affordability 

“Most 
of the cost of 

meeting a cap on 
C02 emissions 

would be borne by 

of electricity. 
“While cooperatives stand ready 

to work with the President and 
Congress to develop sensible, low- 
cost approaches to climate change,” 
English wrote, “the auction system 
cedes control of the price of electric¬ 

ity to Wall Street 
financiers and 
multinational 
corporations.” 

NRECA 
strongly objects 
to proposals to 
auction emission 
allowances to the 
highest bidder in 
a cap-and-trade 
program. Such a 
program would 
only serve as a 

back door, variable tax on consum¬ 
ers. In fact, in April 2007, the Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office report on 
allocating carbon dioxide (C02) al¬ 
lowances stated ... “most of the cost 
of meeting a cap on C02 emissions 
would be borne by consumers.” 

The administration wants Con¬ 
gress to enact a program that would 
raise about $80 billion annually start¬ 
ing in 2012 by auctioning allowances 
of carbon dioxide to the highest bid- 

Continued on page 16b 

Executive 
Vice President/ 

General Manager 

Integrity: We are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable. 
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Continued from page 16a 

der. It contends the market-based 
approach would reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions about 14 percent be¬ 
low 2005 levels by 2020, and about 
83 percent below 2005 levels by 
2050. Only a small portion of the 
new revenues, expected to reach 
nearly $646 billion by 2019, will 
go toward energy investment and 
research. These numbers are based 
on an estimate of $20 per metric ton 
of 002. 

English also says that the auction 
system plays into the hands of well- 
heeled interests, who can scoop up 
allowances and sell them at higher 
prices to utilities. Wall Street and 
large multi-national energy compa¬ 
nies who would likely be the highest 
bidders in any auction would deter¬ 
mine the level of the tax. 

Some officials already have 
expressed concern that revenues 
collected from the auctions would 
represent a transfer of wealth from 
parts of the country that rely more 
heavily on fossil fuel based genera¬ 
tion to other regions. Remember, 
our entire mid-western region of the 

United States relies largely on coal 
and natural gas (fossil fuel) to gener¬ 
ate power. 

“The fact that the administra¬ 
tion assumes Congress will enact a 
cap-and-trade system means out¬ 
reach by cooperative members to 
elected officials through the Our En¬ 
ergy, Our Future program is vital,” 
English said. 

“There is no time to waste. It is 
clear which direction the adminis¬ 
tration is taking, and it is incumbent 
on every single cooperative member 
to contact their members in Con¬ 
gress and express their concerns 
about this budget proposal.” The 
provision in the President’s fiscal 
2010 budget outline to auction 
emission credits is a tax on consum¬ 
ers in the name of climate change 
that could have a devastating effect 
on the affordability of electricity. 
Now is the time to contact your 
elected officials - before it is too late. 

Through the Our Energy, Our 
Future grass roots awareness cam¬ 
paign, electric cooperative members 
have already sent more than 1.5 

million messages to their members 
of Congress. If you haven’t already 
done so, please get involved in the 
campaign by asking your elected of¬ 
ficials one important question: ‘Are 
you willing to work with electric co¬ 
operatives like Egyptian Electric Co¬ 
operative to ensure our nation has 
reliable power at a price consumers 
can afford?’ The stakes are too high 
to miss this opportunity to help se¬ 
cure our energy future. 

Our point isn’t to say whether or 
not carbon legislation is needed, but 
to make you aware that it will have 
a direct impact on the cost of elec¬ 
tricity. If we stand idly by and expect 
others to take action on our behalf, 
then we have no one to blame but 
ourselves when electricity costs 
continue to escalate and add to the 
poverty situation we already have. 
I urge you to visit www.ourenergy. 
coop directly, from our Web site at 
www.eeca.coop or complete the card 
on the following pages and return it 
to our office. Now is the time to take 
action, not later. 

Please contact your U.5. Senators and Representative at www.ourenergy.coop 
or 

I would like my electric cooperative to send an e-mail on my behalf 

Name: 

Home Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Home Phone: 

E-mail: 

I am a member of: co-op 

Signature: 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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How will a Carbon Tax affect my bill? 
Increase in Your Electric Bill per Month 

Cost of C02 Added Cost per kWh Increase per Month for 

Emissions/metric Ton 1,400 kWh 

$80 $0.10940 $153.16 

$60 $0.08206 $114.88 

$40 $0.05471 $76.59 

$20 $0.02735 $38.29 

According to a study conducted 
by our wholesale power supplier, 

Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
(SIPC) at the Lake oi Egypt, every $10 
in carbon tax would increase electric 
rates slightly more than a penny a 
kWh. 

The numbers that we have been 
hearing coming from Washington is 
that carbon cap and trade legislation 
could result in the cost of carbon diox¬ 
ide emissions of $20 to $50 per metric 
ton of emission. 

With our average rate per kWh be¬ 

ing around 10 cents, this would mean 

13-17 cent per kWh electricity or a 
30 to 70 percent increase in cost by 
2012, the proposed date of the legisla¬ 
tion becoming effective. 

Our member’s average about 1,400 
kWh per month, meaning the aver¬ 
age increase would be $38 to $95 per 

. month. The more you use, the greater 
the impact and vice-versa. 

Co-op Connections Card Joins Twitter 
It finally happened! Us old fogies 

that have been around the electric 
cooperative world for centuries are 
being dragged into the new world of 
communication as the Co-op Con¬ 
nections Card program now “Twit¬ 
ters.” 

Twittering is a method that al¬ 
lows you to receive a text message 
from someone you provide access to. 
If you sign up for a Twitter account, 
you select who you want to receive 
“Twitters” from. It’s an easy way for 
someone to instantly broadcast a 
message to a large group of people. 

There are times I’d love to dis¬ 
connect myself from my cell phone 
by accidentally dropping it under 
the lawn mower or into the car wash 
bucket, but reality is we’ve pretty 
much become dependent on our 
“smart phones.” 

For Co-op Connections Card, it 
is a quick and easy way to send out 
information about new deals and 
savings as they become available. 
Many of the national account pro¬ 
viders offer special deals from time 
to time and with a lag in publication 
time, it is too late to get the infor¬ 
mation to you. With Twitter, you’ll 
find out as soon as the offer becomes 
available. 

Touchstone Energy, the coor¬ 
dinator of the Co-op Connections 

Card program promises to only send 
messages when necessary. Like all of 
us at Egyptian Electric, they value 
the relationship we have with our 
members and they do not want to 
hurt that relationship. But for those 
that rely on instant communication, 
Twitter is a great way to get the mes¬ 
sage out quickly and inexpensively. 

Your Co-op Connections Card 
is your card to valuable savings of¬ 
fers both locally and nationally. In 
the last 18 months, many of our 
members have saved over $29,000 
by using the prescription discount 
offered through the Card program. 
Next time you purchase a prescrip¬ 
tion medication, ask your pharma¬ 
cist which is best for you, the savings 
through the Co-op Connections 
card or your medical coverage. 
Many have found the Co-op Con¬ 
nections card to have greater sav¬ 
ings. 

To sign up for Twitter, follow these 
instructions: 

1. Visit www.connections.coop and 
click the “Follow us on Twitter” icon 
in the lower left corner of the home 
page. 
2. You’ll be taken to the Co-op 
Connections page on Twitter. Click 
on “Get Started-'Join!” 

3. Choose a username, etc. and 
sign up. 

4- Click on “skip” at the bottom 
of the next page, don’t worry about 
signing up your friends yet. 
5. Click on “Settings” at the top of 
the next page. 
6. Update your name (first name 
only is fine), Time Zone, and Loca¬ 
tion and click Save. You can fill out 
the rest later. Do not choose “Pro¬ 
tect my updates” for now. You can 
always change your mind later, but 
to really understand the full power 
of Twitter, you should go for the first 
2 weeks doing what most people on 
Twitter do, which is have everything 
be public. 
7. Click on the Devices tab, enter 
your phone number, check the box 
under your phone number and hit 
“Save”. 
8. You will be given a 6 letter code. 
9. On your cell phone, create a new 
address book entry called “Twitter”, 
and use 40404 as the phone number 
(for people in the United States). 
10. Send a text message to Twitter 
on your cell phone with the 6 letter 
code that you saw on the web site. 
You should get a confirmation text 
message back from Twitter. 
11. Your account is set up! Now you 
can follow Co-op Connections. 

Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve. 
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Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Ur, EECA Executive Vice President and General Manager, Jim Riddle, Christina Hazel, Arik Browning, Luke 

Hellgren, Lindsay Upschulte, Luke Stegman, Mrinalini Prsasanna, EECA Board President, Gilbert Kroening. 

Six Area Students Selected 
On Tuesday, April 28, six area high 

school students were selected to 
represent Egyptian Electric in the 
annual Youth Tour program. The 
students selected were Arik Brown¬ 
ing, Chester; Chistina Hazel, Luke 
Hellgren and Mrinalini Prasanna, 
Carbondale; Luke Stegman, Ava; 
and Lindsay Upschulte, Sparta. 

The Youth Tour Program is spon¬ 
sored by the National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association (NRECA). 

Each year more than 1,400 high 
school students, sponsored by elec¬ 
tric and telephone cooperatives 
from across the nation, travel to 
Washington D.C., where they visit 
our nation’s capitol and have the op¬ 
portunity to speak with national and 
Congressional leaders. 

The students were selected 
through an essay contest offered to 
sophomores and juniors at each of 
the area high schools within Egyp¬ 
tian Electric’s service territory. To 
enter, all students wrote an essay on 
the topic, “No Child Left Behind: 
Change It, Pitch It, Keep It.” The 
essays were judged on five categories 

of writing expertise and an oral reci¬ 
tation. 

In addition to the six selected, 
Christopher Fullerton, Alex 
Hermann, and Sarah Miles from 
Coulterville and Jamie Woodworth 
of Sparta were semi-finalists in the 
contest. 

The banquet was held in the Old 
Main Room of the Student Center 
on the campus of Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale. 

In addition to the banquet, the 
10 semi-finalists visited Springfield 
on April 1 for Illinois Rural Youth 

Day. While there, they visited the 
Illinois Supreme Court, the State 
Capital and area Representatives 
Mike Bost and Dan Reitz, the new 
Lincoln Museum and the Old State 
Capital. 

This will be the 50th year the 
electric cooperatives of Illinois have 
participated in the Youth Tour. 
Many of these students have gone 
on to hold positions in state legisla¬ 
ture and other governmental posi¬ 
tions, as well as becoming business 
and community leaders. 

ILLINOIS 
Youth to Woshioatoo 
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e 2009 Annual Meeting of the Members will be held Tues- 

y, July 28, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. at the American Legion Hall 

Steeleville, IL. Registration will begin at 5:30 p.m. and each 

gistered member will receive a free gift. Before the meeting, 

od and refreshments will be served in the park adjacent to 

e Legion Hall starting at 5 p.m. During the meeting, mem- 

rs will hear reports on the condition of their cooperative 

nd elect three directors. A children's program will be held in 

e Legion small hall beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

We look forward to seeing you on July 28. 

- — “ — — — — — “ — — — — — — T 

Registration Card. Cut out and bring to the 

meeting as your official registration. 

Official Notice 
71st Annual Meeting 
July 28, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 

Action will be taken on the following matters: 

• Determination of the presence of a quorum. 

• Reading of the notice of the meeting and 
proof of the due publication or mailing there¬ 
of, or the waiver of waivers of notice of the 
meeting as the case may be. 

• Reading of the unapproved minutes of previ¬ 
ous meeting of the members and the taking of 
necessary action thereon. 

• Presentation and consideration of reports of 
officers, trustees and committees. 

• Election of board members. 

• Unfinished business. 

• New business. 

• Adjournment. 

Raymond Mulholland, Secretary 
Board of Directors 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

J 



As I’m sure you are aware, our Cooperative was hit by 

a devastating wind storm on May 8, around 1 p.m. 

The national weather service is calling the event a derecho 

while some have called it an inland hurricane. No matter 

what it is called, the results were the same. In the initial ah 

termath that Friday afternoon, over 9,000 of our members 

lost power. 

The Damage 
The storm seemed as if it had two 

portions to it. There was an “eye” 
area and then a large area to the 
north of that. The north portion is 
what hit the Randolph and Perry 
County portions of our service area 
and caused outages in those areas. 
Although we had outages in these 
counties that lasted several days, the 
greatest damage was in Jackson and 
Williamson counties and was affect¬ 
ed hy the eye portion of the derecho. 

At our Murphysboro office, our 
wind gauge measured consistent 
winds of 86 mph and our employees 
stated “it felt like it lasted forever.” 
Our Response 

When a storm hits, the first task is 
to evaluate the impact; did we have 
poles down, wire, how widespread 
is the damage, is the transmission 
system affected? For instance, an ice 
storm can affect a relatively large 
area, while a tornado’s damage area 
may be long, hut generally narrow 
in width. This storm affected a very 
wide and long area. 

My staff and I undertook this chal¬ 
lenge right away. Going out in pairs, 
we drove as much of our system as 
we possibly could before dark to as¬ 
sess the situation. 

With over 36 years in the coopera¬ 
tive electric industry, this was the 
worst damage I had ever seen. The 
portion of our system I was able to 

see was not good. On one particular 
feeder line, we found over 15 three- 
phase poles down in the first four 
miles of the line. We couldn’t go any 
farther than that due to trees block¬ 
ing the roads. 

We found numerous transmission 
poles blown over that had to be 
replaced before we could energize 
several of our substations. 

Based on this evaluation, we 
immediately put a call into our 
statewide association, enacting the 
emergency work plan and requesting 
line crews from other Illinois electric 
cooperatives. With the emergency 
work plan, we make one phone call 
requesting assistance and then we 
return our attention to the matter 
at hand. Our statewide association 
then makes all of the calls for assis¬ 
tance on our behalf, relieving us of 
this time-consuming chore. 
The Process 

On Friday, May 8, our person¬ 
nel worked until midnight, finding 
and isolating problems with the 
transmission system. They were able 
to restore transmission service to 
several of our substations, but with a 
number of transmission poles down, 
we were unable to energize some of 
them until late Sunday, May 10. 

On Saturday, crews from other 
electric cooperatives and contrac¬ 
tors began to show up. While several 
crews and our employees attempted 
to restore service to lines served by 
stations with power, we also assigned 
a couple of contractor crews to re¬ 
building lines in densely populated 
areas, even though the substation 
was unable to be energized. This al¬ 
lowed us to restore power to a large 
number of our members once trans¬ 
mission service was restored. 

All together we had line workers 
from 14 electric cooperatives in Il¬ 

linois and Kentucky, and contractors 
from Illinois, Missouri and Michi¬ 
gan. Over 138 workers assisted our 
employees in the process. 

To ensure an orderly and safe 
working process, all of our linemen 
became “bird dogs”, or essentially 
field supervisors. Each was assigned 
to a substation and from two to four 
crews were assigned to them. They 
were not allowed to work beyond 
the boundaries of that substation 
and were given field authority to en¬ 
ergize a line when it was safe to do 
so. By doing this, we kept those un¬ 
familiar with our system safe while 
getting service restored as soon as a 
line was ready. 
The Cost 

At the present time, we estimate 
our costs to be between $6.3 and 

$6.7 million. Nearly 400 poles had 
to be replaced, 300 transformers 
and almost 9,000 conductor repair 
sleeves were used. 

At the time I’m writing this, a let¬ 
ter from Governor Quinn has been 
delivered to President Obama re¬ 
questing FEMA assistance with pay¬ 
ment of the costs incurred due to this 
storm. If granted by the President, 
FEMA can provide reimbursement 
for eligible costs up to 75 percent. 
Typically, approved reimbursement 
ranges from 60 -70% of actual costs, 
meaning we could be looking at un¬ 
planned costs of over $2 million to 
this year’s operating budget. 
Thanks 

I do wish to thank the members of 
Egyptian Electric for your patience 
and support during this storm. You 
understood the obstacles we were 
up against and we appreciate your 
kindness and words of support; they 
meant much to our men and women 
who worked long hours to restore 
your service. 



Board Of Directors Annual Meeting Invitation 
On behalf of the board ot directors of Egyptian Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative, I extend a personal invitation to at¬ 
tend your cooperative’s annual meeting. The meeting 
is Tuesday, July 28, 2009, at the Steeleville American 
Legion Hall. The hall is air-conditioned and is usually 
very comfortable in spite of the summer heat. We are 
planning a short business meeting to conduct the neces¬ 
sary business affairs of the cooperative. Before the meet¬ 
ing, food and refreshments will be served in the park 
adjacent to the Legion starting at 5 p.m. There will be 
entertainment inside the hall starting about 5:30 p.m. 
A children’s program is planned in the small hall next 
door during the business session. Plan to come early and 
join in the socializing. Our new EVP/GM, Jim Riddle, is 
looking forward to meeting EECA’s members. Come on 
out and welcome him to Egyptian territory. 

We are trying something a little difterent this year. 
Every member registering gets a free gift PLUS a $10 
electric credit for attending. Registration begins at 5:30 
p.m. If you are registered by 7:30 p.m., you’ll be included 

John Steele Retires from 
Board of Directors 

John Steele, elected to the 
Board in 1973, announced his 
retirement on April 28. 

As a board member, John 
has served as president, 
vice-president and secretary- 
treasurer, represented Egyp¬ 
tian Electric on the Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative 
Board, and has represented 
the legislative needs of the 
Cooperative’s members before our Congressional leader¬ 
ship in Washington many times. John completed course 
work to receive his Directors Certificate in 1988 and 
his Credentialed Cooperative Director Certificate from 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association in 
1998. 

John and his wife Kay live in Shiloh Hill and have four 
children and several grandchildren. 

in the drawing for our 71st Anniversary prize and the 
two grand prizes of $100 electric credits. 

Shortly after registration begins, the Dave Caputo 
Band will be performing in the large air-conditioned hall 
while you’re waiting for the meeting to begin. Definitely 
not your everyday concert, the beat of their music will 
have you swaying in your seats. Come early so you can 
sit back, relax and enjoy the sounds of this local favor¬ 
ite! 

It seems the most effective method of getting word to 
the members about the annual meeting is for those read¬ 
ing this announcement to tell others about it. Please 
remind your friends and neighbors about the annual 
meeting. Better yet, bring them with you and let’s have 
a big turnout. This is your opportunity to participate in 
the operation of your cooperative and we promise you 
an enjoyable evening. 

Gilbert Kroening 
President of the Board 

Randall Campbell 
Selected to Replace Steele 

The Board of Directors of 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
has selected Randall Campbell 
from the Chester area to replace 
John Steele. 

Randall is a Financial Associ¬ 
ate with Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans. He has been with 
Thrivent for five years, since its 
inception through a merger of 
Aid Association for Lutherans 
and Lutheran Brotherhood. Randall had been with AAL 
for six years prior to the merger. Prior to joining AAL, 
Randall worked for the Illinois Power Company at its 
Baldwin Power Station for 23 years. 

Randall comes to the Cooperative with a wealth of 
financial knowledge and a well rounded background in 
electric systems. 

Randall and his wife Myrna have two grown children, 
Brian, a captain in the Air Force, and Cherie, who will 
be entering graduate school this fall. 



MINUTES OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
May 18,2009 

The Nominating Committee, 
in Compliance with the by-laws 
of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, met in Steeleville, Il¬ 
linois, in the office of the Coopera¬ 
tive, on May 18, 2009, at 8 p.m., to 
nominate candidates for the office of 
Director of the Cooperative to serve 
for a three-year term and to be vot¬ 
ed upon by the membership of the 
Cooperative in its Annual Meeting 
to be held on July 28, 2009, in the 
Steeleville American Legion Hall. 

Attorney William Broom opened 
the meeting by stating that the 
purpose of the Nominating com¬ 
mittee is to nominate candidates 
for the office of Director of the 
Cooperative, and that the terms of 
Mr. Paul Hicks, Mr. Paul Pyatt, and 
Mr. Randall Campbell (John Steele’s 
replacement) were expiring this year. 

A roll call of the members of the 
Nominating Committee was taken; 
Mr. Leonard Priebe was absent. At¬ 

Registration 
Instructions 

Registration will be similar to 
past years. Please remove the 
postcard registration from the 
front page and bring to the meet¬ 
ing to simplify your registration 
process. The registering person 
must have his/her name on the 
account. There is no proxy vot¬ 
ing. There will be three lines in¬ 
side the main hall for registration 
by alphabet. Members must be 
registered by 7:30 p.m. to qualify 
for the anniversary prize, the two 
$100 grand prizes and to receive 
their $10 electric credit. Reg¬ 
istration will start at 5:30 p.m. 
You must register to receive your 
attendance gifts and be eligible 
for attendance prizes. 

torney Broom stated that the first 
order of business would be to select 
a chairman and a secretary of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Stuart Langrehr was duly 
selected as chairman of the commit¬ 
tee, and Attorney William Broom 
was selected as secretary of the 
meeting. 

The chairman requested the sec- 
retary to read the minutes of the last 
year’s Nominating Committee meet¬ 
ing. The minutes were approved as 
read by all members present. 

The chairman instructed the 
committee that three or more 
nominations could be made by the 
committee and placed on the ballot. 
Following a discussion, it was unani¬ 
mously agreed to nominate three 
candidates. 

Mr. Roger Morgenstern nominated 
Mr. Paul Pyatt, Mr. Loren Prest nom¬ 
inated Mr. Randall Campbell, and 
Mrs. Joyce Hawthorne nominated 

Mr. Paul Hicks for the office of direc¬ 
tor of the Cooperative. Mr. John Hel- 
mers moved that the nominations be 
closed and that they be nominated 
by acclamation, and that their names 
be placed on the ballot to be voted 
upon at the Annual Meeting of the 
members on July 28, 2009. 

Motion seconded by Mr. John Ed¬ 
gar and unanimously carried. 

There being no further business, 
motion was duly made and seconded 
that the meeting be adjourned. Mo¬ 
tion carried. 

Stuart Langrehr, Chairman 
Richard Lager 
Robert D. Arthur 
John Helmers 
Joyce Hawthorne 
John C. Edgar 
Loren Prest 
Roger S. Morgenstern 

PROGRAM AND EVENTS 
5:00 p.m. Serving begins in the park 

— Hot dogs, chips, soda & ice cream bar 

Outdoor activities 

5:30 p.m. REGISTRATION BEGINS (Legion large hall) 
***free gift for each registered member 

5:45 p.m. Entertainment by Dave Caputo Band (large hall) 

7:00 p.m. Outdoor activities end 

7:30 p.m. Drawing for the 71st Anniversary Prize 
2 - $100 Grand Prizes 
Children’s Program (small hall) 

7:35 p.m. Business Meeting begins 

In case of rain, food will be served in the Legion small 

hall and outdoor activities will be cancelled. 
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Mission Statement: 
Improving the quality of life 

of our member-owners. 

James B. Riddle 
Executive Vice President/ 

General Manager 

Board of Directors 
Gilbert Kroening, President 

Paul Pyatt, Vice President 

Raymond Mulholland, Secretary-Treasurer 

W. Dean Bame 

Larry Ebers 

Allen Haake 

Paul Hicks 

Kevin Liefer 

John Steele 

What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or pedestal. 

If you have breakers, make sure 

they are “on” by first pushing to 

the ‘off position and then pushing 

them to the ‘on position. If you live 

in a mobile home, codes require a 

main disconnect near the meter. If 
you have a dusk-dawn light and it 

is working, you have a breaker or 

fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 

If they are out of power also, 

the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 965- 

3434 or Murphysboro 

684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 

for either office. After office hours 

call (800) 606-1505. 

5. Make sure you have the name 

on the account and if possible, the 

account number. 

Let your senators know 
you are against this bill 

On June 26, the House of Repre- 
sentatives passed bill HR 2454, 

commonly referred to as Cap and 
Trade Legislation, by a margin of 
219-212. HR 2454’s goal is to reduce 
C02 emissions which are being 
blamed for global warming. I do not 
desire to get into a discussion of the 
validity of global warming. There are 
scientists on both sides of the issue 
and that discussion is probably best 
left for them. I will say that I have 
children and grandchildren and I de¬ 
sire a clean and healthy environment 
for them as much as the next person. 

HOW HR 2454 WORKS 
HR 2454 requires C02 emitting 

industries to reduce C02 emis¬ 
sions to 2005 levels, less 3 percent. 
The government will then allot 85 
percent of the allocation permits to 
industry; electric generating plants, 
gasoline refineries, steel mills, etc. 
The remainder will be sold at auc¬ 
tion by the government. The alloca¬ 
tion amount will be reduced so that 
by 2020 there is a 17 percent reduc¬ 
tion in C02 emissions and by 2050 
there is an 83 percent reduction. 
Industry must reduce its emissions to 
its allotted allocations or purchase 
allocations from someone with excess 
permits. This is where the term Cap 
and Trade comes from. 

OUR C0NCERHS 
We have many issues with this bill, 

the first being what we call fairness. 

Integrity: We are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable. 

The permits that are to be issued to 
the electric industry were initially to 
be issued using a formula based on 
emissions and energy sold. An analy¬ 
sis of this formula by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation (NRECA) found that many 
large investor-owned utilities would 
receive allocations greater than their 
need due to the inclusion of energy 
sales in the formula. For instance, 
Pacific Gas and Electric Co. in 
California would have received 181 
percent of their cap while our own 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
(SIPC) would have received only 
61 percent of its need. PG&E would 
have credits to sell while SIPC would 
have to purchase credits. 

While NRECA did negotiate 
language in the final bill that would 
prevent any utility from receiving 
more than 100 percent of their cap, 
the language does not mean SIPC will 
get its 100 percent needs. Our analysis 
shows that the members of Egyptian 
Electric could pay up to $6 million in 
additional power costs in 2012 due to 
this bill. Based on current retail sales 
of $33 million, this would be an 18 
percent rate increase to our members. 

Continued on page 16b 

Executive 
Vice President/ 

General Manager 
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Let your senators know you are against this bill (Continued from page 16a) 

We also have concerns with the 
timing of this bill. Some proponents 
of Cap and Trade have pointed 
out that SOx and NOx reductions 
were achieved in the same man¬ 
ner. The difference with C02 is 
that technology to reduce SOx and 
NOx was available w'hen reductions 
were mandated. There is NOT a 
commercially deployable technol¬ 
ogy available to reduce C02 at this 
time. Carbon capture is being done 
on small scale projects, but as of this 
date, there is no proven method of 
storage. This was the purpose of the 
FutureGen project proposed for a 
site near Mattoon. 

With no known method to reduce 
C02, I have to question the purpose 
of the legislation. Martin Feldstein, 
a Harvard University professor, 
recently stated in an article in The 
Weekly Standard, “The cap and 
trade legislation supported by the 
Obama administration is a stealth 
strategy for a massive long-term 
tax increase. It is a large tax on all 
American households, and the tax 
burden rises in future years without 
any need for further legislation. It 
wall involve into an enormous new 
source of tax revenue for the gov¬ 
ernment.” The Wall Street Journal 
(WSJ) on June 26 said this, “De¬ 
spite House Energy and Commerce 
Chairman Henry' Waxman’s many 
payoffs to Members, rural and Blue 
Dog Democrats remain wary of vot¬ 
ing for a bill that will impose crush¬ 
ing costs on their home-district 
businesses and consumers. The lead¬ 
ership’s solution to this problem is to 
simply claim the bill defies the laws 
of economics.” 

THE UWS OF ECONOMICS 
In the same article, the WSJ 

states, “The whole point of cap and 
trade is to hike the price of electric¬ 
ity and gas so that Americans will 

use less. These higher prices will 
show up not just in electricity bills, 
or at the gas station, but in every 
manufactured good, from food to 
cars. Consumers will cut back on 
spending, w'hich will cut back on 
production, which results in few'er 
jobs created or higher unemploy¬ 
ment. Some companies will move 
their operations overseas, with the 
same result.” 

We have already seen many 
manufacturing jobs leave our shores 
because of low wages overseas. With 
drastic increases in energy and trans¬ 
portation, it will not be long before 
companies move overseas for lower 
energy costs. If that happens, we may 
see a reduction in CC2 emitted in 
our country due to less manufactur¬ 
ing, but there will be a global increase 
in CC2 as jobs move to countries 
without C02 restrictions. 

The Administration counters 
with the idea that “green” jobs will 
be created by a move to wind and 
solar panel production with a move 
away from coal. I agree wind and 
solar must be a portion of our energy 
portfolio, but there is no way they 
can replace base load generation 
from coal and nuclear power plants. 
If the production of solar panels is 
less expensive overseas, where will 
new' jobs come from then? 

At the same time as the Admin¬ 
istration wants us to reduce electric 
consumption, they want us to move 
to hybrid cars, many of the kind 
called Plug-in Hybrid Vehicles. 
While we move to higher-priced 
electricity to reduce CC2 emissions, 
the Administration advocates we 
begin using electricity as a method 
of transportation! Somehow the 
Administration’s law of economics 
doesn’t make sense. 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 
Although the legislation has passed 

the house, it still has to pass the Sen¬ 

ate. This is where you can help. Our 
Congressman Jerry Costello, (and 
I want to thank him for that) has 
staunchly opposed the legislation, 
but our Senators from Illinois have 
expressed their intentions to support 
it. You must contact our two Sena¬ 
tors and adamantly demand their 
opposition to this legislation. They 
must understand that voting for this 
legislation will have dramatic effects 
on you and that if they wish to sup¬ 
port the legislation, you have the 
intentions to affect them with your 
vote. That is the only message they 
appear to understand. 

I apologize if this article sounds 
heavy-handed and strong. But in all 
of my years with electric coopera¬ 
tives, I have never seen a single piece 

| of legislation that could have such a 
dramatic negative affect on the cost 
of energy or our way of living, not just 
in southern Illinois, but in our Na¬ 
tion. I can not say it strong enough; 
you MUST contact your Senators 
and demand they oppose this bill! 

Senator Dick Durbin 
309 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-1304 
202-224-2152 (Washington) 
618-667-0176 (Marion) 
dick@durbin.senate.gov 

Senator Roland Burris 
523 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington,D.C. 20510 
202-228-3333 (Washington) 
217-492-5099 (Springfield) 
senator_rolandburris @ 

burris.senate.gov 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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FEMA 
Declaration 

On Thursday, July 2, Egyptian 
Electric received notice that 

President Obama declared the 
May 8 wind storm eligible for 
federal disaster aid. The Board and 
management of Egyptian had tensely 
been awaiting the declaration and 
welcomed the news. 

FEMA Administrator Craig Fu¬ 
gate said federal funding is available 
to state and eligible local govern¬ 
ments and certain private nonprofit 
organizations on a cost-sharing basis 
for emergency work and the repair 
or replacement of facilities damaged 
by the severe storms, flooding, and 
tornadoes in the counties of Frank¬ 
lin, Gallatin, Jackson, Randolph, 
Saline, and Williamson. 

With restoration, clean-up and 
repair costs approaching $7 million 
for Egyptian, this news is especially 
important to your cooperative. With 
the FEMA declaration, up to 75 per¬ 
cent ot the storm’s cost is eligible for 
federal reimbursement. 

“Any assistance the Cooperative 
receives in paying the costs of this 
storm is good news. We will have to 
borrow the funds needed to repair 
our electric system, so any reduction 
in our costs will save our members 
money. With the current state of our 
economy and the possibility of in¬ 
creased costs due to carbon cap and 
trade legislation, this is really impor¬ 
tant for our members,” said James B. 
Riddle, Cooperative Executive Vice 
President and General Manager. 

The Board of Directors of Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative wish to 
express their thanks to our represen¬ 
tatives in Illinois and Washington 
D.C. for their efforts in pressing for 
the federal declaration. The dec¬ 
laration also provides assistance to 
the communities and counties our 
members live in that experienced 
costs associated with the repair and 
clean-up from the May 8 storm. 

Help us Weafherize 
Rural America 

xr 
cr> 

Saving with the 

STIMULUS 

In these times, every 
budget can use extra 

money. Weatherization 
— making your home 

more energy-efficient with upgrades 
like proper insulation or sealing air 
leaks — can save your energy bud¬ 
get an average of $358 a year. 

And now’s the time to make your 
home as efficient as possible, as 
Uncle Sam can help with the cost. 

We are joining electric co-ops 
across the nation in finding ways to 
connect you, our members, with en¬ 
ergy efficiency help from the federal 
stimulus bill. 

Weatherizing your home has never 
been more critical. Congress is con¬ 
sidering climate change legislation 
that will undoubtedly raise electric¬ 
ity bills. The effect this will have on 
your wallet depends in part on how 
much energy you use. 

Increasing energy efficiency at 
home can help lower your energy use 
and, most importantly, your electric 
bills. There are several great ways you 
can do this through the stimulus. 

First and foremost, low-income 
members can apply for help from the 
federal Weatherization Assistance 
Program. The stimulus bill allows 
an average of $6,500 to be spent on 
each home for weatherization pur¬ 
poses. Households with incomes at 
or below 200 percent of the national 
poverty level are eligible. For a fam¬ 
ily of four, that’s $44,100. 

If you don’t qualify, you can re¬ 

ceive a tax credit for 30 percent of 
the cost for qualified energy efficien¬ 
cy projects, up to $1,500 for work 
done on existing homes in 2009 
and 2010. From replacing windows, 
doors, and insulation to installing an 
energy-efficient heating and cooling 
system, there are many ways you can 
use the tax credit to offset some of 
the costs for efficiency upgrades. 

Finally, a renewable energy tax 
credit exists for members investing 
in solar water heaters, geothermal 
heat pumps, and other “green” 
technologies. The credit covers 30 
percent of the cost for approved 
projects completed on any type of 
home between 2009 and 2016 with 
no maximum cap. 

ENERGY STAR’s website, www. 
energystar.gov (keyword: “Tax cred¬ 
its”) provides a great overview of what 
qualifies for tax credits and includes 
guidance on how to apply for them. 

Our goal as an electric co-op is to 
keep costs down. As you know, the 
benefit of being part of a co-op is 
our unique member-centered focus. 
We’re driven not by profits, but by 
our members’ bottom line. We work 
to keep your electric bills as low as 
possible while providing the highest 
degree of reliable, excellent service 
you’ve come to expect. The federal 

stimulus bill gives all of us a new set 
of tools to help fulfill this mission. 

Take advantage of the savings the 
stimulus has to ofter. Together, we 
can keep electric bills affordable. 

For Weatherization Assistance, 
please contact the local administering agency for your County: 

Jackson, Perry, Randolph Western Egyptian Economic Opportunity Council 
618-965-3458, www.weeoc.org 

Williamson  Crosswalk Community Action Agency 

618-937-3581 

St.Clair St. Clair County Community Action Agency 
618-257-9246 

Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve. 
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Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 
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Future Leaders Tour D.C 

From L-R, Luke Stegmann, Christy Hazel, Congressman Jerry’ Costello, Lindsay Upschulte, Luke Hellgren and Arik Browning. 

Friday, June 12, was a monumental 
day for five students from our 

service area. That was the day they 
started their visit to Washington 
D.C. for a week, participating in the 
National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association (NRECA) Youth to 
Washington program. Over the years, 
Egyptian Electric has sent over 100 
students to Washington D.C. 

This year’s participants represent¬ 
ing Egyptian Electric were Arik 
Browning from Chester, Christy 
Hazel and Like Hellgren from Car- 
bondale, Luke Stegmann from Ava 
and Lindsay Upschulte from Sparta. 

The program originated by a sug¬ 
gestion from Senator Lyndon John¬ 
son at an NRECA Annual Meeting 
in Chicago in 1957. That same 
year, cooperatives from his state of 
Texas sent students to Washington 
to work in the Senator’s office. 

Several Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives soon joined the effort. Thanks 
to the electric cooperatives and 
support from local schools, Illinois 
sent the first bus load of students to 
Washington, D.C. in 1959. Today, 
approximately 2,000 students from 
across the United States gather at 
our Nation’s capital each summer. 

Why does Egyptian do this? The 
answers are simple. It’s a great com¬ 
munity service and it’s our chance to 
recognize outstanding young people 
in our cooperatives’ communities. 
Most importantly, our young leaders 
are our future and we know from 
experience that these programs help 
to inspire and develop even better 
leaders. Commitment to Community is 
one of our four core values and one 
we take seriously. 

Little did then-Senator Johnson 
realize that his impromptu remarks at 

a conference of co-op leaders would 
lead to a program that has lasted over 
50 years. Thousands of Illinois folks, 
young and old, know a little more 
about their government because of 
our program. We hope that most 
are better citizens because of their 
experiences. Perhaps a few chose a 
particular career path or found their 
future due to this opportunity. Many 
have gone on to become local lead¬ 
ers. Some have become statewide 
leaders and some have even gone 
to work for our federal government. 
Most have at least made new friends 
from distant places. 

By providing leadership oppor¬ 
tunities for the youth of southern 
Illinois, we hope they will help make 
our region a better place to live and 
while doing so, improve the quality of 
life of our member-owners. 
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What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or ped¬ 

estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” by first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off’ position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 
If they are out of power also, 

the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 

965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 

call (800) 606-1505. 

5. Make sure you have the name 

on the account and if possible, the 
account number. 

On July 28, your Cooperative held 

its 71st Annual Meeting. For those that 

were unable to attend, I would like to 

summarize my report from that meeting 

this month. My report covered three 

topics: 

• The Power Cost Adjustment 

(PCA) on the bill 

• Climate Change legislation 

• The Prairie State En¬ 
ergy7 Campus , we 

Power Cost Adjustment 

The last rate study con¬ 

ducted by the Cooperative, 

which is an engineering 

based study that allocates 

costs to the different classes 

of rate types (residential, 

small three phase, large com¬ 

mercial, etc.), found that the 

average wholesale cost per 

kWh was $0.0584465. The 

Cooperative’s retail rates 

were then developed using 

this cost. 

Historically, rate studies have been 

valid for several years. Only when spe¬ 

cial circumstances cause a considerable 

change in one of the cost inputs is it 

necessary to conduct a new rate study. 

Last year was one of those years. 

There are many factors that affect our 

power costs with fuel being the largest. 

Last year, the price of Illinois Basin Coal 

rose from $33.50 per ton in December 

2007, to $65 in May and over $95 in 

August. This was definitely a circum¬ 

stance that could cause the necessity of 

a new rate study. Had we done that, we 

would have needed to be a fortuneteller 

to predict what the cost of coal would be 

for the future. Based on the information 

available at that time, we most likely 

would 

have needed 

to be a fortune 

teller to predict 

what the cost 

of coal would 

be for the 

future. 

would have used a cost of $80 - $90 per 

ton for coal and rates would have been 

set accordingly. 

Management and your Board, how- 

ever, did not feel that coal prices would 

remain that high forever. To ensure the 

cooperative’s costs for wholesale power 

were met while being fair to our mem¬ 

bers, management recommended, and 

the Board approved, the Power Cost 

Adjustment. When the 

average cost per kWh rises 

above the study amount 

of $0.058446, the amount 

above that is passed on to 

the membership through 

the PCA. This way, if 

wholesale costs increase, 

the exact additional cost 

is covered while not in¬ 

creasing rates more than 

necessary. On the other 

hand, if power costs de¬ 

cline, the cost per kWh 

also declines. 

To keep fluctuations 

in the cost of coal from causing our 

member’s bills from being unpredict¬ 

able, Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 

tive (SIPC), our power plant at the Lake 

of Egypt, uses a twelve month “rolling 

average” to pass fuel costs on to the seven 

distribution cooperatives that make up 

the SIPC system. This kept the high 

coal prices in December from being 

passed directly into our members’ rates. 

► Continued on page 16b 

Jim B. Riddle 

Executive 
Vice President/ 

General Manager 

Integrity: We are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable. 
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► Continued from page 16a 

However, as coal prices have begun to 

diminish, it has also had the opposite 

effect of holding them relatively stable 

for a period of time. We have seen fuel 

costs reduce some over the last couple 

of months and we anticipate this trend 

to happen for several more months until 

the high cost of last winter’s coal to work 

their way out of the 12-month average. 

Other than the slight fluctuation in 

monthly power cost adjustment, our 

intent is to not increase rates this year. 

We may move a portion of the power 

cost adjustment into the base rate, 

lowering the adjustment amount, but 

we would not increase revenue or costs 

to our members. We will continue to 

evaluate and monitor all of our costs 

to keep your rates as low as we can. 
Climate Chanue Legislation 

The effect that climate change legisla¬ 

tion will have on your bill may make the 

Power Cost Adjustment look like a drop 

in the bucket, my second topic. Climate 

change legislation will put our members, 

you, in a difficult situation, between the 

proverbial rock and a hard place. 

The most destructive legislation, per- 

Richard J. Durbin 
309 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-1304 

Telephone: 202/224-2152 

Fax: 202/228-0400 

e-mail: dick@durbin.senate.gov 

Roland Burris 
523 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

Telephone: 202/224-2854 

Fax: 202/228-3333 

e-mail: senator_rolandburris@burris.senate.gov 

haps in our nation’s history, narrowly 

passed the House of Representatives in 

June and has now moved to the U.S. 

Senate. The bill is climate change leg¬ 

islation, also commonly referred to as 

cap and trade legislation. Since there is 

no commercially available technology 

to reduce carbon emissions, it is effec¬ 

tively a tax on the use of fossil fuels, 

including gasoline, LP gas, natural gas 

and coal. Every American will pay this 

‘tax’ just for flipping on a switch or for 

driving a car. 

This 1,201-page bill is portrayed as 

a way to make renewable energy more 

competitive. I personally believe renew¬ 

able power is a wonderful thing, but 

it is not cheap. The only way this bill 

will make renewable power more com¬ 

petitive is not by reducing the price of 

renewables, but by increasing the price 

of carbon based energy. 

There are many predictions regarding 

how much climate change legislation 

will cost Americans if the bill passes 

the Senate in its current form. These 

predictions range from the Congres¬ 

sional Budget Office’s estimate of $175 

per year, to other estimates of up to 

$3,100 per year, and others somewhere 

in between. The variance in estimates is 

unbelievable and points to the complex¬ 

ity of the bill. SIPC has estimated they 
will pay over $29 million for carbon al¬ 

lowances in 2012. That would represent 

an increase in Egyptian’s cost of power 

of about 20 percent in 2012, with sub¬ 

stantial increases every year there after 

as the cap on C02 emissions decreases 

and the cost of allowances increase. 

That is our rock. 

What’s the hard place? If Congress 

fails to act on climate change policy, it 

is very likely the Environmental Protec¬ 

tion Agency (EPA) will regulate carbon 

emissions under the Clean Air Act. In 

fact, the EPA is preparing to do just that. 

Our hard place is a bureaucratic mess 

of fines, penalties and legal battles that 

could drag on for years, all causing sig¬ 

nificant increases to your electric bill. 

It is not as if we are not paying to 

make our environment clean already. 

Several months ago, I asked SIPC to 

show on our monthly invoice for whole¬ 

sale power what portion is going for 

environmental compliance. Our most 

recent invoice indicated that SIPC’s 

environmental compliance cost was 

$.01252/kWh. This is a cost you are 

already paying and is nearly one-fifth 

of our cost to SIPC for power. Starting 

with the September bill, we will begin 

showing how much per kWh you are 

already paying for environmental com¬ 

pliance. This is not a rate increase or a 

new cost; we just want you to know that 

you are already paying substantially for 

environmental compliance. 

What can you do as a cooperative 

member? Contact your Senators and 

urge them to develop a simple, afford¬ 

able, and effective solution. An easy way 

to contact them is on the Our Energy, 

Our Future Web site (www.ourenergy. 

coop). It is important that you contact 

your Senators before legislation is 

passed in the Senate that will increase 

your electric rates. 
Prairie State Energy Campus 

I also discussed the Prairie State 

Energy campus that is under construc¬ 

tion just northeast of Marissa. SIPC 

purchased 150 Mw of the 1,600 Mw 

that this state of the art coal-fired 

plant will generate as a way to meet 

the future needs of our members and 

those of the other SIPC distribution 

cooperatives. This plant will cost over 

$4 billion to build and is providing 
jobs for over 1,300 construction 

workers right now and will ramp up 

to 2,500 yet this summer. 

This plant is being built to meet all 

environmental requirements that now 

exist. However, the climate change leg¬ 

islation I just discussed could have very 

negative and adverse consequences on 

the cost and commercialization of this 

plant. This is yet another reason 1 ask 

you to contact your Illinois Senators and 

urge them to not vote for the Climate 

Change Legislation. Your voice is the 

one they will listen to. 

Integrity: We are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable. 
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^r Don't Generate Danger 
When the power goes out, a portable 
generator can make life a lot more 
comfortable. But if it’s used improper¬ 
ly, your generator can make life a lot 
more dangerous for you and others. 
• Plug individual appliances into 
the generator using heavy-duty, 
outdoor rated extension cords with 
a wire gauge adequate for the appli¬ 
ance load. 
• Observe the generator manutactu- 
erer’s instructions for safe operations. 
• Do not plug the generator into a 
wall outlet 
• If connecting the generator into 
the house electric panel is necessary, 
first contact Egyptian Electric Co¬ 
operative’s engineering department 
for information on code compliance, 
then have a qualified electrician 
connect the stand-by generator. 

• Never use a generator indoors, in 
an attached garage, or under a low 
overhang. 
• Only operate the generator out¬ 
doors in a well ventilated, dry area, 
away from air intakes (including dryer 
vents that can be stuck open hy lint.) 
• Never store gasoline in the home. 
Gasoline, kerosene and other flam¬ 

mable liquids should be stored 
outside of living areas in properly 
labeled, non-glass safety containers. 
They should also not be stored in 
the vicinity of a fuel-burning appli¬ 
ance; vapor from these can travel 
invisibly and be ignited by pilot 
lights or arcs caused by contactors 
and switches. 
• If the generator is connected di¬ 
rectly to the house wiring or panel, 
disconnect your house from the Co¬ 
op’s power system by turning off the 
main breaker or removing the main 
fuse. Power flowing from your home 
through the electric system could be 
stepped up to distribution voltages 
by the transformer and could seri¬ 
ously injure or cause death to line¬ 
men or the general public. 

Household £ Electrical Hazards 
1. If you home’s electrical panel 

hasn’t been inspected within 
the past 10 years, it’s time to 
have it checked. 

2. Unplug heat-producing appli¬ 
ances like irons, toasters, por¬ 
table heaters and halogen lamps 
when you’re not using them. 

3. Using a 100-watt bulb in a fix¬ 
ture designed for a 60-watt bulb 
is a fire hazard. (Replace with a 
compact fluorescent bulb, CEL, 
to save energy.) 

4. Never use a penny to fix a 
blown fuse as it can cause the 
electrical panel or wires to over¬ 
heat and cause a fire. 

5. Protect your electronic equip¬ 
ment from unpredictable surges 
by using surge protectors. 

6. Test your ground fault circuit 
interrupters (GFCI) each 

month. Plug a night light into 
the socket and turn it on. Push 
the test button. If the light goes 
out, the outlet works. 

7. Keep appliances, lamps, radios 
and other electrical equipment 
away from water. Make sure all 
outdoor outlets, including those 
in the garage, are protected by a 
GFCI to prevent electrocution 
hazards. 

8. Screw light bulbs in tightly. 
Loose bulbs can overheat and 
cause a fire. 

9. Never yank a cord out of a wall 
socket. 

10. Extension cords are only meant 
for short-term use. Never use 
outlet adapters in wall sockets 
to create more plug-in space as 
an overload could result. 

Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve. 
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Saving with the 

STIMULUS 

What you need to know about 
Energy Efficiency Tax Credits 

Shield your home! T Invest in efficiency! 
Sealing air leaks and properly 
insulating your home can save an 
average of $358 each year, and up 
to 30 percent of the cost qualifies 
for a tax credit! 

Your heating and air conditioning 
system uses from 40 to 60 percent 
of your home's energy. Get your 
moneys worth! Replace an old 
system with an efficient ENERGY 
STAR qualified system and 30 
percent of the cost may qualify up 
to a $1,500 cap. Install a geo¬ 
thermal heat pump and get 30 
percent with NO cap! - 

Tax credits are a great way to 
get back a portion of your in¬ 
vestment in home energy up¬ 
grades. Tax credits differ from 

; tax deductions in that tax cred¬ 
its directly reduce your federal 

income taxes dollar-for-dollar. 
It's like getting a rebate on the 

cost of the efficiency improvement. 

An energy efficient future takes all of us doing our part. Help us connect member 

with ways to save and be more efficient. For additional information, visit the Usini 

Energy Wisely section on our Web site at www.eeca.coop. 

Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 
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P.O. Box 38 
Steeleville, IL 62288 
(618) 965-3434 
(618) 965-3111 fax 

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 
(618) 684-2143 

(800) 606-1505 after hours 
www.eeca.coop 

Your Touchstone Energy' Cooperative October 2009 
Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

Mission Statement: 
Improving the quality of life 

of our member-owners. 

James B. Riddle 
Executive Vice President/ 

General Manager 

Board of Directors 
Gilbert Kroening, President 

Paul Pyatt, Vice President 
Raymond Mulholland, Secretary'Treasurer 

W. Dean Bame 
Larry Ebers 

Allen Haake 

Paul Hicks 
Kevin Liefer 

Randall Campbell 

What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or ped¬ 
estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” hy first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off’ position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 
If they are out of power also, 
the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 
call (800) 606-1505. 

5. Make sure you have the name 
on the account and if possible, 
the account number. 

Egyptian Outage Status 
I suspect that if I were to poll our 

membership, most would agree the 
number of outages we have experi¬ 
enced this year is far above last year. 
After going through the storm of 
May 8, my personal reaction would 
be to agree; it would only make sense 
after such a devastating storm that hit 
Jackson and Williamson Counties. 
But then I looked at the numbers 
and found that it isn’t all that bad. 

To enable the board and staff 
to evaluate vegetation management 
and maintenance effectiveness, we 
track outages using several pieces 
of information. Of course, duration 
is an important factor, but so is the 
cause of the outage and the number 
of members affected. We actually 
have 19 cause codes that we track 
outages by, ranging from power 
supply (transmission related), to 
planned (where we cause an outage 
for maintenance, repair or construc¬ 
tion), underground cable, trees, 
storm, etc. This is done anytime the 
outage occurs, day or night. During 
regular hours, our customer service 
team inputs the information into 
our outage/mapping software and 
after hours, the on-call outage dis¬ 
patch center does it for us. For each 
category, we multiply the number of 
members affected by the duration to 
get total member outage hours. 

When 1 looked at the numbers, 
the first thing I looked at was the ac¬ 
tual number of outages that have oc¬ 
curred, January through July, for this 
year and last. Even with the large 
number of outages in May (over 
400), there have actually been fewer 
outages in 2009 (889) than in 2008 

(1135). That really surprised me, so 
I dug a little further. 

What I discovered was that 
there were a number of outages last 
year in February and March caused 
by ice and winter storms. In 2009, 
we experienced about a fourth of 
the number of outages in those two 
months compared to 2008. This 
year, excluding May, was a relatively 
calm year for storms and the num¬ 
bers show it. 

The other thing I looked at was 
a category we call Planned Outages. 
This is when we take an outage to 
perform maintenance, repair or con¬ 
struction on a line. In 2008, there 
were 74 planned outages compared 
to 59 in 2009. Why the reduction? 
A couple of years ago, the linemen 
that work for your cooperative were 
trained to perform what is com¬ 
monly referred to as rubber gloving. 
This means that it the working 
conditions and situation safely allow, 
the linemen will perform the task 
while the line is energized instead of 
“killing” the line. We are beginning 
to see fewer planned outages as they 
become more and more comfortable 
and skilled in rubber gloving. 

The next thing I looked at was 
the number of member hours off per 
month. This is the duration of an 

Continued on page 16b 

Jim B. Riddle 
Executive 

Vice President/ 
General Manager 

Integrity: We are credible, trustworthy, honest and believable. 
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Continued from page 16a 

outage times the number of members 

affected. As I would have expected, 

May was much higher than last year 

due to the May 8 storm. The month 

of June was also considerably higher 

than last year. I had anticipated that 

it would be after seeing how many 

broken limbs and trees were still out 

there after the storm. 

Just recently, one of our employ¬ 

ees in Murphysboro commented he 

was still picking up limbs in his yard 

after every small wind. This is es¬ 

sentially what happened to us during 

the month of June. Every time there 

was a small wind, limbs and trees, for 

that matter, which had been dam¬ 

aged during the storm were falling 

into our lines. Even though we had 

increased the number of ROW crews 

working for us, we just couldn’t get 

to all of the damaged trees and 

limbs that were out there. 

July numbers are beginning to 

show the benefit of those crews. In 

July of 2008, we experienced 139 

outages that caused 12,946.35 mem¬ 

ber outage hours compared to 111 

outages with 8,385.63 associated 

member outage hours this year. As I 

write this, the data for August is not 

yet complete, but 1 anticipate it to 

be comparable to last year. 

I know you have heard about 

all you want to hear about the dam¬ 

age ot May 8, but let me say that our 

goal is to restore this electric distri¬ 

bution system to the same reliability 

it had prior to May 8. As a matter 

of fact, our operations managers in¬ 

structed the storm restoration crews 

to make permanent repairs after the 

storm and not to temporary any¬ 

thing unless it absolutely had to be 

in order to restore service. 

We are not done yet. Over 

the last couple of weeks, our ROW 

supervisor has been surveying the 

service territory again for damaged 

and weak trees and limbs. Our goal 

is to get to them as quickly as pos¬ 

sible. If you have a tree in your yard 

or on your property that you believe 

might be a danger to our power 

lines, please call or email us with 

the information. Rather than have 

you risk injury or cause an outage by 

attempting to remove a tree or limb 

that might strike a power line, we 

prefer to have qualified trimmers do 

the job. Just let us know and we’ll 

be happy to take a look at the situa¬ 

tion for you. 

Employees and promotions 

Matt McElroy of Sparta be¬ 

gan as an apprentice lineman in 

early May. Matt has an Associate 

of Applied Science-Heavy Equip¬ 

ment Technology from Rend 

Lake College and is a graduate of 

the Albat Climbing School. Matt 

was employed as an apprentice 

lineman at Henkel & McCoy, 

and L.E. Myers Construction 

Company prior to joining the 

Cooperative. Matt enjoys hunt¬ 

ing, weightlifting and fitness, as 

well as other outdoor activities. 

Art Pontow was promoted to 

Steeleville Office Manager after 

James Isaacs accepted a position 

with White River Electric Coopera¬ 

tive in Branson, Mo, his hometown. 

Art has been with Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative since 1990, serving as 

the Cooperative’s accountant. Art 

and his wife Annie live in Bremen 

and are avid Cardinal fans. 

Dennis Luehr of Campbell 

Hill has been hired to fill the ac¬ 

countant’s position. Dennis worked 

for the Old Ben Coal Company for 

26 years before attending South¬ 

ern Illinois University where he 

obtained a Bachelor and Master’s 

Degree in Accountancy. Before 

joining the Cooperative, Dennis 

was employed by the University as 

a Tax Officer. Dennis and his wife 

Audrey have two children, Dennis 

Aaron and Lisa. Dennis claims his 

hobby is farming. 

Please join us is welcoming and congratulating these new and existing employees 
into the cooperative family. 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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TogetherWeSave 
CT) 

Touchstone Energy, our national 

branding organization, has 

brought savings to electric coop¬ 

erative members for many years. 

Programs like Co-op Connections 

Card and the prescription drug pro¬ 

gram have been conceptualized and 

brought to reality by Touchstone En¬ 

ergy. Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

members alone have saved $34,000 

over the last two years since the roll¬ 

out of the prescription drug program. 

In late August, Touchstone Energy 

announced another new program, 

TogetherWeSave, which will help 

members across America save their 

valuable energy dollars. 

TogetherWeSave is an inte¬ 

grated program designed to assist 

cooperative members save every 

energy dollar they can. By helping 

members save, members help the 

cooperative save by not having to 

purchase more energy than needed. 

In some cases, it may also help co¬ 

operatives avoid costly expansion 

of distribution, transmission and/or 

generation facilities. 

TogetherWeSave has a number 

of professional advertising messages 

designed for nearly every advertis¬ 

ing media - from newspaper, radio, 

television. Some will inform via hu¬ 

mor, others offer facts that can assist 

every small business in America 

that is struggling to survive. There 
are even banners and links that can 

be placed within existing coopera¬ 

tive Web sites. 

TogetherWeSave is more than 

an advertising campaign though. It 

will help members identify energy 

waste in their home or business and 

then provide them with the resourc¬ 

es and knowledge to fix or eliminate 

the waste. All of these resources will 

be located on a dedicated Web site, 

TogetherWeSave.com. 

At TogetherWeSave.com (you 

can google TogetherWeSave, type in 

the URL address, or click the link on 

our Web site front page, www.eeca. 

coop), you will find applications that 

will help you find more efficient en¬ 

ergy practices and savings within your 

home, provide you with estimated 

energy savings and provide you with 

videos and other information on how 

to go about an energy savings task. 

In addition to the on-line re¬ 

sources, you will find comments from 

other members about things they 

have done to save energy. You will 

even be able to leave comments or 

questions in an energy forum area. 

TogetherWeSave.com has been 

designed to grow and change to ac¬ 

commodate the needs of the electric 

cooperatives and our members as 

time and conditions require. Our 

District Office and Member Services 

Manager, Bryce Cramer, serves on 

the Residential Energy Committee 

of Touchstone Energy and his com¬ 

Residential Energy Workshops 
6:30 p.m. Please call to reserve seating. 
October 26, 2009 Williamson County Pavilion 

Marion 
800-833-2611 

October 27, 2009 World Shooting Complex 
Sparta 

800-606-1505 

October 28, 2009 Hecker Community Center 
Meeker 

800-757-7433 

November 4, 2009 Holiday Inn 
Mt Vernon 

800-244-5151 

Novembers, 2009 Shawnee Community College 
Ullin 

800-762-1400 

mittee is responsible for many of the 

tools and information you will find 

at TogetherWeSave.com. He reports 

that the committee is already inves¬ 

tigating new tools and information 

that can be built into the system. 

To help kick-off the Together¬ 

WeSave campaign for our members, 

five of the distribution cooperatives 

in southern Illinois are jointly spon¬ 

soring energy savings seminars in 

our region in late October and early 

November. Doug Rye, a national 

recognized energy guru who writes 

articles for Illinois Country Liv¬ 

ing magazine and can be heard on 

WXAN Radio (103.9) on Saturday 

mornings at 9:00 a.m., will be the 

featured speaker. Doug was here a 

couple of years ago and the com¬ 

ments we received from those in 

attendance were all positive. Doug 

will entertain you with his Midwest 

sense of humor, but most important¬ 

ly, he will provide information that 

our members can use to save energy 

dollars in their home. 

All seminars begin at 6:30 p.m. 

and will be held at the sites listed 

below. 

Admission is free and you may 

attend the event that is nearest or 

most convenient to you. Just call the 

toll free phone number listed for that 

event. This will allow us to plan for 
the proper number of attendees. 

As you see TogetherWeSave.com 

ads in the future, whether on televi¬ 

sion or in print, remember there are 

tools and tips at the Web site to as¬ 

sist you. Be sure to check them out. 

And as always, we are here to answer 

any questions you need answers for. 

Our goal is to help you make your 

home as energy efficient as it can 

because TogetherWeSave. 

Touchstone Energy ' 
Cooperatives 

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM 

Commitment to Community: We show compassion, care and courtesy to our members and the communities we serve. 
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Improving Your Home's Indoor Air Quality 
While traveling in the Canadian 

and American Rockies back in 
August, I realized I wasn’t sneezing 
and blowing my nose every morning 
like I do at home in southern Illinois. 
As soon as we hit the western edge 
of Missouri though, everything was 
back to normal and I was lighting my 
sinuses again. Shortly after that, my 
monthly issue of Fine Homebuild¬ 
ing arrived with an article on how 
to improve the air we breathe in 
our homes. The whole experience 
made me think about how the air we 
breathe affects our health. Surpris¬ 
ingly, the article said we spend nearly 
90 percent of our time indoors. 
As a child growing up without air- 
conditioning and a black and white 
television that got three channels on 
a good day, I don’t believe that was 
the situation back then. 

We not only spend more time in¬ 
doors today, but our homes are much 
different. To save energy after the first 
energy crisis of the 70s, we tightened 
up our homes with better doors, 
windows, construction methods and 
mechanical systems. According to the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), indoor air can be more pol¬ 
luted today than the air outside. 
Tight homes don’t necessarily cause 
indoor air quality (IAQ) issues; they 
just don’t dilute the pollutants with 
air leaking in from outdoors. Leaky 
homes can often contribute to IAQ 
issues by allowing dust, humidity and 
things like car exhaust to enter the 
home. IAQ problems tend to come 
from three categories - poor construc¬ 
tion design and techniques, mechani¬ 
cal systems and human actions. 

Construction 
A common construction design 

that tends to be associated with 
IAQ problems are homes with crawl 
spaces. Quite often homes are built 
with crawl spaces because the site 
has poor drainage and will not allow 
for a basement or slab construction. 

Poor drainage causes water to pool 
under the home in the crawl space 
where it is ‘out of sight and out of 
mind’. Standing water or high mois¬ 
ture levels in a crawl space can cause 
a myriad of problems from mold to 
out-right decay of wooden construc¬ 
tion components. 

Even where there is good drain¬ 
age, vented foundations allow high 
humidity air into the crawl space 
during the summer months. Rela¬ 
tive humidity (RH) over 70 percent 
spurs mold growth and a RH over 50 
percent allows for dust mite growth. 
Unless the floor is completely sealed 
from the area above, the air from 
below will be pulled into the living 
area by air leaking out the upper 
portions of the home (called a stack 
effect which is caused by the rise of 
warm, lighter air). 

Today’s homes also differ from 
homes built in the early portion of 
the last century in that nearly all of 
them have an attached garage. My 
first home (built in the 1920s after 
the big tornado that hit Murphys- 
boro) had a garage, but it was about 
50 feet away from the home. Car ex¬ 
haust and fumes from the many items 
stored there never reached my home. 
Building science is finding that many 

of today’s homes suffer from high lev¬ 
els of carbon monoxide caused by car 
exhaust fumes leaking into the home. 

Mechanical Systems 
Mechanical systems if installed 

correctly can help reduce pollut¬ 
ants and improve IAQ. Installed or 
designed improperly, they become a 
large contributor. Return air ducts 

(are under negative pressure and any 
that pass through a crawl space, ga¬ 
rage (actually, no ductwork should 
ever be installed in the garage) or 
attic and are not completely sealed 
with duct mastic, can suck pollut¬ 
ants into the home. Ductwork that 
leaves the building envelope should 
be sealed with mastic designed for 
ductwork and not with duct tape. 

Some mechanical systems pose im¬ 
mediate threats to life and safety. A gas 
water heater that is enclosed in a some¬ 
what air tight room with a dryer can 
introduce carbon monoxide through 
backdrafting. This occurs when the 
dryer discharges air through the vent 
to the outdoors resulting in negative 
air pressure in the room. As the water 
heater vent is an unobstructed path to 
the outside, air is drawn down the vent 
into the room, pulling combustible 
gases from the water heater with it. 

Human 
Many of the pollutants in our 

home are caused or introduced by hu¬ 
man actions. Furniture, cabinets and 
many building materials used today 
are constructed with glues containing 
formaldehyde. Other volatile organic 
compounds (VOC) can be found in 
paints, carpets and other adhesives 
used in the construction process. To 
find products that can be substituted 
for those with VOCs, look to www. 
usgbc.org or www.greenguard.org. 

Paying attention to detail 

and proper planning are a must to 
achieve a home that is energy effi¬ 
cient and healthy to live in. Cutting 
corners to save upfront costs (like 
not sealing ductwork) may appear 
to lower construction costs, but 
most likely could have a higher cost 
to your health or to repair later on. 

Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 
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Your Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative November 2009 

(800) 606-1505 after hours 
www.eeca.coop 

Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 

Mission Statement: 
Improving the quality of life 

of our member-owners. 

James B. Riddle 
Executive Vice President/ 

General Manager 

Board of Directors 
Gilbert Kroening, President 
Paul Pyatt, Vice President 

Raymond Mulholland, Secretary-Treasurer 
Larry Ebers 

Allen Haake 

Paul Hicks 
Kevin Liefer 

Randall Campbell 

Office Closings 
Veterans Day: Nov. 11 

Thanksgiving: Nov. 26 - 27 

What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or ped¬ 
estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” by first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 
If they are out of power also, 
the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 
call (800) 606-1505. 

5. Make sure you have the name 
on the account and if possible, the ; 
account number. I 

Snake Oil 
Fiduciary responsibility (look that 

up, Mr. Madoff) compels me to 
address an area of modern day snake 
oil peddling to insure the health 
and well-being of your pocketbooks. 
But first, a little history of the term 
“snake oil” is in order. According to 
Wikipedia: The snake oil peddler 
became a stock character in Western 
movies: a traveling “doctor” with 
dubious credentials, selling some 
medicine (such as snake oil) with 
boisterous marketing hype, often 
supported by pseudo-scientific evi¬ 
dence, typically bogus. To enhance 
sales, an accomplice in the crowd 
(a “shill”) would often “attest” the 
value of the product in an effort to 
provoke buying enthusiasm. The 
“doctor” would prudently leave town 
before his customers realized that 
they had been cheated. This practice 
is also called “grifting” and its practi¬ 
tioners “grifters”. 

The practice of selling dubious 
remedies for real (or imagined) ail¬ 
ments still occurs today, albeit with 
some updated marketing techniques. 
Claims of cures for chronic diseases 
are especially common. The term 
snake oil peddling is used as a derog¬ 
atory5 * 7 term to describe such practices. 

The snake oil I want to discuss has 
to do with outlandish energy saving 
claims. We have been regaled with 
ads in Parade magazine: Amish-made 
portable fireplaces without any of 
the “flames, fumes, smells, ashes, or 
mess” of a real fireplace. And they’re 
absolutely free if you call within 48 
hours! These things do heat but 
they are actually nothing more than 

a 1500-watt quartz heater you can 
purchase for $45 at any big box store. 
Unless you turn the thermostat down 
low for the rest of the house and heat 
only the room you are in with the 
“miracle” heater, you will actually 
use more energy. 

More recently, a pretty version of 
what I affectionately call the “swamp 
cooler” has made an appearance. Us¬ 
ing a fan and two gel ice blocks, you 
are supposed to be able to cool your¬ 
self and shut off your AC. Yes, it will 
cool but, again, rather than spend 
hundreds of dollars, buy some ice 
and blow a floor fan over it. These 
folks just never quit and they are in¬ 
deed masters of the marketing pitch. 

Probably harder to decipher are 
the black/green boxes that claim to 
work all sorts of magic on your elec¬ 
tric power. These will correct phase 
angle imbalances, clip peaks, make 
motor-driven appliances (refrigera¬ 
tors / freezers) more efficient, store 
energy7, clean up incoming energy 
(eliminate harmonics, for example), 
and generally reduce your overall en¬ 
ergy cost 10 - 25 percent. With these 
snake oil folks, you have no chance 
to see what is inside the black box or, 
for most people, to assess and verily 
claims. Well, let me fill this gap with 
a succinct analysis, “Hogwash!” First 
of all, residential and small business 
electric loads simply cannot benefit 
from most of the proffered features 
due to the laws of physics. When 
it comes to storing energy ... well, 
unless they are tapping an inter- 

Continued on page 16b 
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■ "Snake Oil" continued from page 16a 

dimensional plane for storage, that 

small box has no place to store even 

a AAA battery’s worth of power. 

Most of these devices derive their 

“effectiveness” from correction of 

what is called power factor. Induc¬ 

tive (electric motors) or capacitive 

(lamp ballasts used in fluorescent 

lighting) loads tend to have power 

factors less than 100 percent as 

they shift the timing of the current 

waveform of electricity in relation to 

the voltage waveform. Don’t worry 

if you don’t understand the engi¬ 

neering jargon for power factor, all 

you need to know is that residential 

electric meters are not affected by 

power factor. All they measure is 

energy used (in the form of kWh). 

Power factor is measured by demand 

metering which we do use on large 

commercial accounts. Some of these 

devices claim the “combination of 

electric loads in American homes 

results in an average power factor 

of .77 or less”. Isn’t it amazing that 
your Cooperative is 85 percent resi¬ 

dential yet our substations normally 

have a .97 and above power factor? 

An emerging area of snake oil 

sales pitches promises free / low cost 

renewable energy. There are ads out 

there claiming to have plans that 

allow you to build a solar panel that 

will power your home with parts 

available at your local hardware 

store for less than $100. For a lim¬ 

ited time, these plans were marked 

down from $90 to $45. Such a deal I 

have for you. If you order within the 

next 15 minutes, they’ll throw in the 

Brooklyn Bridge! 

To avoid legal challenges, I will 
refrain from naming names but as of 

this writing, none of these devices 

will provide the promised savings. 

Tough economic times spawn all 

manner of snake oil offers. Before 

you send your hard-earned money 

to any of these dubious sales offers, 

please call us with any questions and 

we’ll do our best to get you informa¬ 

tion about the product or service. 

To paraphrase an old saying, “Buy in 

haste, repent in leisure.” 

Bryce Cramer 

Distric Office and 

Member Services Manager 

Seven 2010IEC Memorial Scholarships Available 

Executive Vice President/Gen¬ 

eral Manager Jim Riddle has 

announced that for the fifteenth 

consecutive year the Illinois 

electric cooperatives will award 

academic scholarships to high 

school seniors. Seven scholar¬ 

ships of $1,250 each will be 

awarded in 2010. 

The board of directors of the 
Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (AIEC) recently 

voted to rename the scholar¬ 

ship program as the Thomas H. 

Moore Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tives (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 

Program. Mr. Moore, long-time Ex¬ 

ecutive Vice President and General 

Manager of the AIEC who retired in 

1994, was the driving force behind 

the creation of the scholarship pro¬ 

gram. 

Four scholarships will be awarded 

to students who are the sons or 

daughters of an Illinois electric co¬ 

operative member receiving service 

from the cooperative. A fifth schol¬ 

arship, the Earl W. Struck Memorial 

Scholarship, will be awarded to a 

student who is the son or daughter 

of an Illinois electric cooperative 

employee. Mr. Struck succeeded 

Mr. Moore at the AIEC from 1994 

until his retirement in 2006. Under 

Mr. Struck’s tutelage, the scholar¬ 

ship program prospered and grew in 

size and number of scholarships. Mr. 

Struck, who passed away in August, 

2007, was originally from Murphys- 

boro and his parents were long-time 

members of Egyptian Electric. 

The sixth and seventh scholar¬ 

ships are reserved for students 

enrolling full-time at a two-year Illi¬ 

nois community college who are the 

sons or daughters of Illinois electric 

cooperative members, employees or 

directors. 

“We hope to assist electric coop¬ 

erative youth while honoring past 

rural electric leaders with this schol¬ 

arship,” says Riddle. “Egyptian Elec¬ 

tric and the other Illinois electric 

cooperatives are always seeking ways 

to make a difference in our com¬ 

munities. One of the best ways we 

can do that is by helping our youth 

through programs like this one.” 

Candidates are judged on the 

basis of grade point average, college 

entrance exam scores, work and 

volunteer experience, school and 

civic activities, and a short essay 

that demonstrates their knowledge 

of electric cooperatives. 

For more information contact 

Brenda Rapp at 800-606-1505, ask 

your high school guidance counselor 

for an application, or visit Youth 

Programs on the Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative Web site, www.eeca. 

coop. 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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Indoor Air Quality and Coil Corrosion CO 

According to industry sources, 
the failure of indoor coils on 

ainconditioners and heat pumps is 
becoming an issue of concern. We 
haven’t surveyed our membership 
to determine the extent of the issue 
in southern Illinois, but in speak¬ 
ing with a number of our heating, 
air-conditioning and ventilation 
(HVAC) contractors, it appears our 
members are seeing their fair share 
of failures. Failure of the indoor coil 
typically means there are pin-hole 
leaks that are too small to repair, 
yet cause loss of refrigerant to the 
point the system fails to heat or 
cool properly. Most failures seem to 
be occurring early in the life of the 
unit. These failures have been going 
on for several years now. 

Early speculation was that the 
leaks were caused by several factors. 
To increase equipment SEER ratings 
(Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio), 
manufactures started “rifling” the 
copper tubing used in coils. These 
small grooves on the interior of the 
tubing caused turbulence of the 
refrigerant, ensuring a good trans¬ 
fer of heat across the coils. Rifling 
also thins the walls at these points, 
further increasing the transfer rate. 
Some thought rifling was causing 
weak spots in the tubing, allowing 
refrigerant to leak. 

Others claimed that with the in¬ 
creasing costs of virgin copper, many 
manufacturers moved to reclaimed 
copper for use in their tubing. They 
felt the reclaimed copper still con¬ 
tained microscopic remnants of fer¬ 
rous metals which would rust due to 
the condensation of moisture in the 
air during the summer. 

According to an industry research 
paper, most leaks are being termed 
formicary leaks as they appear as a 
network of microscopic tunnels in 
the copper, resembling the tunnels 
associated with ant nests. These 
tunnels are being caused by organic 
acids or volatile organic compounds 

(VOCs) found in the indoor en¬ 
vironment. The most common 
organic acids are formic and acetic 
acids. Formaldehyde is converted 
to formic acid and then to formate 
in moisture. Acetic acid likewise is 
converted to formate in water; both 
substances are corrosive to copper. 
Where are these compounds com¬ 
ing from? Here are some common 
sources: 

Sources of formic acid, formal¬ 
dehyde or formate: 
■ Building materials 

□ Adhesives, cabinets, 
carpets, countertops, 
foam insulation, paints, 
paneling, particle board, 
oxboard and plywood 

■ Cosmetics 
■ Disinfectants and deodorizers 
■ Tobacco and wood smoke 

Sources of acetic acid or acetate: 
■ Building materials 

□ Adhesives, cabinets, 
carpets, countertops, 
foam insulation, paints, 
silicone caulk, wallboard, 
wallpaper, paneling, par¬ 
ticle board, oxboard and 
plywood 

■ Cleaning solvents 
■ Vinegar 
To reduce costs of building ma¬ 

terials and to make some stronger, 
more consistent and longer lasting, 
the building industry has moved to 
‘engineered’ products like particle 
board, oxboard and wallboard which 
are constructed by using adhesive to 
bond small pieces of wood together. 
Very few new homes today even 
use solid wood floor joists. Most 
builders have moved to TGIs, an 
engineered floor joist that uses ox- 
board and laminated parts to make a 
lighter and stronger floor construc¬ 
tion member. All are held together 
through the use of adhesives. 

As part of the study, coil con¬ 
densate sampling was performed at 

a number of coil failure sites. The 
analysis of the samples confirmed 
high levels of formate and acetate 
in the household environment. 
Samples were taken prior to replace¬ 
ment of the coils, immediately after 
the coils were replaced and finally, 
one month later. The samples taken 
before replacement and one month 
after the replacement both showed 
elevated levels while the samples 
immediately after replacement were 
low. This indicates the source was 
from within the home environment 
and not from the coil itself. 

As mentioned last month, with 
increasing rates and improved doors, 
windows and construction tech¬ 
niques, we’ve tightened our homes 
over the years. At the same time, 
engineered wood products are intro¬ 
ducing more VOCs into our homes. 
Tight homes don’t cause the pres¬ 
ence of VOCs, they just don’t allow 
the VOCs to be diluted. 

The most effective way to remove 
VOCs from the home and provide 
a healthy environment is the instal¬ 
lation of an HRV or an ERV. These 
systems draw a measured amount of 
air from inside and outside, and pass 
them across a heat exchanger that 
allows the warm inside air to warm 
up the cold outside air. HRVs recov¬ 
ery heat only while ERVs recover 
heat and moisture. ERVs tend not to 
dry the home out quite as rapidly in 
the winter and don’t draw moist air 
in during the summer. 

Paying attention to detail and 
proper planning are a must to 
achieve a home that is energy ef¬ 
ficient and healthy to live in. To en¬ 
sure you have a healthy home while 
ensuring low levels of VOCs, here 
are some tips. 
■ Install a heat recovering venti¬ 

lation (HRV) or energy recov¬ 
ering ventilation (ERV) system. 
HRV/ERVs remove stale air 

Continued on page 16d 
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‘Indoor Air Quality and Coil Corrosion” continued from page 16c 

from indoors and introduce 
fresh air from outdoors while 
recovering the energy from the 
indoors. 

I Look for heat pump/air-condL 
tioner manufacturers that use 
a coating on the coil surface to 
prevent/reduce corrosion. 

I Look for low VOC building 
components. While an HRV/ 
ERV can lower the level of 
VOC’s, it is best to use products 
without VOC’s or have low 
emission levels. 

I Poorly flashed windows and 
doors can allow moisture to en¬ 
ter the living space, raising the 
relative humidity and contribut¬ 
ing to dust and pollen. Install 
proper flashing and integrate 
the housewrap with doors and 
windows. 

I Gaps or holes in building con¬ 
struction allow air and moisture 
to leak in. Seal all perforations 
in walls, floors and ceilings, 
including top and bottom plates 
with caulk or spray foam. 

I Basements or crawlspaces with 
moisture problems increase the 
relative humidity and promote 
mold and decay. Proper foun¬ 
dation drainage is a must for 

basements and crawlspaces. 
Crawlspaces must have an air¬ 
tight vapor harrier applied over 
the soil. Existing crawlspaces 
with standing water should 
have a sump pump system in¬ 
stalled. 

I Cracks in a basement wall can 
allow radon to enter the house. 
Seal cracks around the perim¬ 
eter and drainpipes and test for 
the presence of radon. 

I Clothes dryers remove loads 
of moisture from clothes and 
should be vented outdoors 
with approved ducting, never 
to the indoors or into the at¬ 
tic or crawlspace. Dryers draw 
up to 150 cfm of air out of the 
home when running. Make sure 
natural-draft appliances (like 
gas water heaters) are not back- 
drafting. 

I Leaking duct systems outside 
the building envelope, like at¬ 
tics, unconditioned basements 
and crawlspaces, can draw con¬ 
taminants into the home and 
are extremely inefficient. Seal 
all duct joints with duct mastic. 

lUnvented or vent-free appli¬ 
ances, such as gas fireplaces, 
can add carbon monoxide and 

Debunking Home Energy 
Energy costs are on the rise and everybody wants to save. Problem 

is, there is a lot of confusion about what works and doesn’t work to 
reduce energy use. Each month from now until we run out of myths, 
we will feature a misconception about energy savings. So, each month 
look for the myth, clip it and save it for future reference. 

moisture (a by-product of com¬ 
bustion) into the home. Opt for 
units that use outdoor air for 
combustion air. 

■ Cooking emits odors and mois¬ 
ture into the home. Range 
hoods should exhaust to the ex¬ 
terior (not directly into the attic 
as this can create an extreme 
fire hazard) and not recirculate 
the air. 

Some builders suggest we are mak¬ 
ing homes too tight and this is caus¬ 
ing an issue with indoor air quality, 
causing an unhealthy environment 
and one that can cause equipment 
failure issues. But with ever increas¬ 
ing costs of energy, reality is that we 
all need to he more efficient. The 
problem comes when we do the job 
only half-way. Building tight homes 
is important to energy savings, but 
we also must use equipment and 
technology to do the job right. En¬ 
suring there is energy efficient ven¬ 
tilation is key to energy efficiency 
while maintaining a healthy envi¬ 
ronment. 

Myths 

Myth: I need to wash clothes in hot water to make sure the clothes are cleaned adequately. 

Truth: Tests have shown that warm water is very effective for washing most loads. Cold-water washing also 
works in many cases, especially if you use a detergent formulated for use with cold water. Clothing labels 
often call for the use of cold water for washing fabrics such as cotton and some types of synthetics. 

Use hot water only for items that are really dirty or oily, or if someone in the house has been sick. And 
always use cold water for the rinse cycle — it rinses just as well as hot or warm water and is easier on cloth¬ 
ing. Pleating water accounts for 85 to 90 percent of the energy used to wash clothes, so minimizing the use 
of hot water is a good way to save. The Alliance to Save Energy (www.coldwaterchallenge.com) and the 
Canadian Energy Efficiency Alliance (www.switchtocold.com) have Web sites that provide details on cold- 
water washing. 

Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 
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Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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Mission Statement: 
Improving the quality of life 

of our member-owners. 

James B. Riddle 
Executive Vice President/ 

General Manager 

Board of Directors 
Gilbert Kroening, President 

Paul Pyatt, Vice President 
Raymond Mulholland, Secretary-Treasurer 

Larry Ebers 

Allen Haake 

Paul Hicks 
Kevin Liefer 

Randall Campbell 

Office Closings 
Christmas Day, December 25 

and New Year’s Day, January 1 

What to do if the 
power goes off 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole or ped¬ 
estal. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are “on” by first push¬ 
ing to the ‘off’ position and then 
pushing them to the ‘on’ position. 
If you live in a mobile home, 
codes require a main disconnect 
near the meter. If you have a 
dusk-dawn light and it is working, 
you have a breaker or fuse out. 

3. Check with your neighbors. 
If they are out of power also, 
the main line is most likely out. 

4. During office hours: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143 or (800) 606-1505 
for either office. After office hours 
call (800) 606-1505. 

5. Make sure you have the name 
on the account and if possible, 
the account number. 

Legislation should show 
fair allocation 

Waxman-Markey, Cap and Trade, 
Global Climate Bill and HR 

2454 are all names for a piece of 
legislation that is key to the Obama 
Administration, second only to 
health care. For some time now, 
the rural electric cooperatives have 
forewarned on the costs this legisla¬ 
tion could bring to electric rates and 
to the economy. No one is against a 
clean environment, so why the big 
fuss and what is our concern with the 
legislation? There are several issues 
cooperatives and other utilities fore¬ 
see with HR 2454, although the main 
issue for electric cooperatives is one 
of fairness. 

To understand why electric coop¬ 
eratives are concerned with the bill, 
you must first understand what the 
bill will do. Carbon dioxide (CC2) 
is a by-product of the combustion 
of coal during the process of making 
steam to turn electric generators. It is 
also emitted to a lesser degree in the 
combustion of natural gas in turbine 
generators. In an attempt to reduce 
CC2, a so-called green house gas, the 
legislation sets a national target cap for 
the emission of C02. The target cap 
begins in 2012 with a three percent 
reduction in CC2. The cap is reduced 
by 17 percent by 2020, 42 percent by 
2030 and 80 percent by 2050. 

The legislation calls for a process 
to reduce CC2 that is similar to the 
process used to reduce sulfur dioxide 
(502). Once the national cap for 
S02 was set, each utility was issued 
credits for the amount of 502 they 
emitted. As the national cap was re¬ 
duced, utilities had to either invest in 
plant upgrades to reduce their output 
of 502 or purchase credits from those 
utilities that had reduced their 502 
output below their allocated amount 

and had “credits” to sell, hence the 
name, cap and trade. 

HR 2454 has two distinct differ¬ 
ences from the 502 legislation. First, 
502 credits were issued initially to 
each utility that were equal to their 
output. This put all utilities on an 
even playing field. HR 2454 however 
calls for the credits to be issued differ¬ 
ently. Fifty percent of the credits will 
be issued based on emissions, while 
the remaining fifty percent will be is¬ 
sued based on kWh sales. This means 
the largest utilities in the nation, 
regardless of their C02 output, will 
receive the largest number of credits. 
The utilities with the largest kWh 
sales are quite often those that had the 
ability to invest in nuclear power in 
the 70’s and 80’s. Because they use nu¬ 
clear energy, their C02 output is quite 
small in comparison to their sales. 

As the national limits on the 
output of C02 reduce, these utilities 
will have no need for their credits so 
they can sell them to those that need 
them. They could also sell them into 
financial markets that see an oppor¬ 
tunity to purchase credits, keep them 
out of the market place and thereby 
cause an artificial shortage and the 
price of credits to increase. Essen¬ 
tially, the credits become a windfall 
profit for these utilities. 

Their argument is that since 
they made an investment in “green” 

Continued on page 16b 

Jim B. Riddle 
Executive 

Vice President/ 
General Manager 
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Continued from page 16a 
energy years ago, they should now be 
compensated for their investment. 
Reality is, not one single nuclear 
power plant was ever built to save 
the planet. They were built because 
it was the best financial alternative 
for that utility at that time. And no 
coal plant was ever built to melt ice 
caps. They were built because they 
were the best financial option for 
that particular utility. 

The second difference between 
502 legislation and the proposed 
C02 legislation is that there was 
technology available to reduce 802 
emissions at the time of the legisla- 
tion. Currently, there is no commer¬ 
cially proven technology to capture 
and/or store C02 emissions. There 
are several projects in research stag¬ 
es, but none yet that are ready to be 
commercially deployed. Legislation 
becomes effective in 2012, but there 
will be no technology available at 
that point to reduce C02 emission 
and thereby avoid the purchase of 
credits. As there will be no alterna¬ 
tive for the production of electricity 
from coal or technology available to 
reduce the C02, the net effect in the 
early years of the legislation is that 

C02 will not be reduced, but the 
cost of electricity generated by coal 
will rise dramatically. 

The administration would have 
you believe that utilities will find 
alternatives to coal, such as wind 
and solar. Reality is that when nearly 
half the electricity in this nation 
comes from coal, it simply cannot be 
replaced by wind or solar. This is not 
to say renewable energy should not 
be developed as much as possible, 
just that it cannot offset the tremen¬ 
dous amount of electricity that is 
produced by coal. 

Nuclear power does not hold 
much of an option either. It has been 
years since this nation has built a 
nuclear power plant and the admin¬ 
istration has canceled development 
of the Yucca Mountain long-term 
storage facility for nuclear waste. Ad¬ 
ditionally, it would be nearly impos¬ 
sible for small utilities like Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative to own or 
participate in nuclear projects. 

Some have likened the need to 
remove coal-fired plants to the gas 
guzzling cars removed by the Cash 
for Clunkers program. Let us remem¬ 
ber, the cash for clunkers program 

was designed not to improve the 
environment, but rather to stimu¬ 
late the economy. Cap and trade is 
touted as environmental or climate 
change legislation. They are not the 
same and should not be confused 
with each other. Once again, there 
are feasible alternatives available to 
gas guzzlers, but not to coal plants. 

A climate change bill should 
not pick winners and losers - and 
HR2454, the Waxman-Markey bill, 
would do just that. We believe a 
fair allocation formula - that avoids 
windfall profits, provides allowances 
to utilities that will be forced to take 
major actions to reduce C02 emis¬ 
sions, avoids wealth transfer between 
utilities, has a realistic time frame 
and provides for the development 
of clean coal technology -should be 
adopted by Congress. 

Richard J. Durbin 
309 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-1304 

Roland W. Burris 
523 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Cash in on savings with Co-op 
Connections Card 

Saving money is the name of the 
game 365 days a year, but at holi¬ 

day time this year, stretching dollars 
can be even more challenging. 

Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive members can reap savings at 
many local and national businesses 
through the Co-op Connections 
Card, a savings program for coop¬ 
erative members. 

You can use your card anywhere 
you see the Co-op Connections Card 
sticker - whether the sticker features 
an Egyptian Electric Cooperative card 
or a card from another cooperative. 

Looking for something particu¬ 
lar? Visit our Web site at eeca.coop 
and click on the Co-op Connections 
Card. You will be taken to the na¬ 
tional Co-op Connections Web site 
where you will find all of the local 
discounts, as well as national. You 
can narrow your search by putting 

Co-op Connections* Card 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 

Your Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 

your zip code in the search box and 
selecting a category below that. 
Or, go to the “Save in your area...” 
section and click on the red View 
All button to see all of the discounts 
in our region. Click on the red View 
All button on the “Save across 
the US ...” section and you’ll find 
national deals you can access from 
hotels to cruises, from books to sun¬ 
glasses, and cookies to steaks. 

If you want to stay current with 
the most recent savings, click on 

the blue twitter bird logo and sign 
up to follow Co-op Connections on 
twitter. You’ll get an occasional text 
message on your cell phone (text 
message charges from your carrier 
apply) when new deals are added. 
Or you can click on the Facebook 
logo and join Co-op Connections 
on Facebook. 

And don’t forget the valuable 
prescription pharmacy savings plan. 
Even if you have prescription cover¬ 
age, ask your pharmacist to compare 
the cost between your plan and the 
New Benefits savings plan on your 
Co-op Connections Card. Members 
of Egyptian Electric have saved over 
$34,000 in just the two years since the 
prescription benefit plan was added. 

Christmas is a joyous and thank¬ 
ful time of year. This year, rejoice and 
be thankful for the savings the Co-op 
Connections Card can bring you. 

Accountability: We act in accordance with our core purpose and values. 
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Screen savers 
reduce computer 
energy use. 

Myths i Home Energy Audit 

Truth: Screen savers don’t reduce en¬ 

ergy consumption. Screen savers were 

developed to prevent screen “bum in”, 

a ghost image that can be burned into 

the display when logos or menu bars 

for example, appear on a screen for ex¬ 

tended periods of time. 

To save energy, turn off the moni¬ 

tor when not in use. Better yet, set your 

computer’s power management settings to 

automatically turn the monitor off after a 

specified idle time. When you know you 

will not be using your computer for an 

extended time period, either turn it off 

or set the power management system to 

turn hard drives off and to go into system 

standby mode after a specified idle time. 

The typical computer and monitor 

use between 120 and 140 watts when 

on. That may not seem like much, but 

left on 24/7 for a month is 100 kWhs. 

Allowing your computer to go into 

standby or sleep mode reduces energy 

consumption to around 6 watts, or five 

percent of what it normally uses. 

Have a myth you would like 
debunked? Send an email to 

bcramer@eeca.coop and we’ll 
find the answer to your myth. 

Our office will be closed 
Friday, Dec. 25 for Christmas 

and Friday, Jan. 1 for 
New Year's Day. 

Clip this list and check each area of your home to 
see if you’re using energy efficiently. Every nook 
and cranny holds potential inefficiencies, so it pays 
to be thorough! Visit energysavers.gov or TogetherWeSave.com 
for more information on what’s listed below. 

INSULATION and DUCTWORK 

Attic 
□ Insulation spread evenly, 

especially at eaves 
□ Insulation in good condition 
□ Wiring does not prevent insulation 

from contacting ceiling below 
□ Attic access doors properly 

insulated and sealed 
Walls and floors 
□ Minimum R-value of 19 for perimeter walls 
□ Minimum R-value of 25 for under-floor insulation 
Basement 
□ Ductwork insulated and sealed 
□ Hot water pipes insulated 
□ Water heater insulated, if in unconditioned space 

R-Value indicates an 
insulation's resistance 
to heat flow (the higher 
the better). R-48 is 

recommended for new 
construction in our 
region. 

HEATING and COOLING 

□ Air supply vents are unblocked by furniture or curtains 
□ Return air registers are unblocked by furniture 
□ Return air handler filters are clean 
□ HVAC system has had annual maintenance check-up 

AIR INFILTRATION 

Windows and Doors 
□ Windows closed and locked properly 
□ Window gaskets in good condition 
□ Window trim caulked and painted 
□ Doors properly weather stripped 
□ Doors close and latch properly 
Exterior Penetrations 
Plumbing and wire openings sealed: 

□ Kitchen cabinets 
□ Bathroom cabinets 
□ Utility room 

□ Fireplace damper sealed tightly 

APPLIANCES and LIGHTING 

□ Refrigerator condenser coils clean 
□ Refrigerator door gasket tight 
□ Unused refrigerators and freezers unplugged 
□ Water heater set to 120 degrees or below 
□ Dishwasher energy-saving feature turned on 
□ Washing clothes with cold water when possible 
Well Pump 
□ Operating properly 
□ Freeze protection in good condition and uses thermostat 
□ No leaks 
Lighting 
□ Compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) used 
□ Outdoor lighting automatically triggered by motion or dark 

Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 

CO 
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Rodeo Time 
Gate, bull line, buck arm, meat 

hook, and pigtail are just a few of 
the terms you might expect to hear 
at a rodeo. On Oct. 2, these expres¬ 
sions could be heard at a rodeo on the 
Lincoln Land Community College 
(LLCC) in Springfield, IL, but they 
had nothing to do with roping steers 
or riding bulls. This was the 12th 
Annual Lineman’s Safety Rodeo con¬ 
ducted by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) and 
LLCC. Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive’s team climbed away with second 
place overall including several team 
and individual awards. 

Line personnel from 14 Illinois 
electric cooperatives competed in 
five team events and four individual 
events. Team events included hurt 
man rescue, egg climb (linemen 
climbing a 30-foot pole with a raw 
egg in their mouths), cable splice, 
dead end insulator change and a 
mystery event. 

The Safety Rodeo is just that - 
an event that stresses safety, skill, 
professionalism and performance. 
Speed (time) is only used when 
there are ties between teams or indi¬ 
viduals. All teams start each event 
with 100 points; do something 
wrong and you get “dinged.” Don’t 
hold a tailgate safety meeting before 
starting a team event, 10-point 
ding. Don’t remove insulation ac¬ 
cording to the manufacturer’s direc¬ 
tions when splicing underground 
cable, get a 5-point ding. And yes, 
that does mean the judges cut each 
splice open and measured. Don’t do 
“good housekeeping” during your 
competition, get dinged. There are 
many other dings judges are looking 
for; these are just a few. 

The team from Egyptian, Bryan 
Dierks, foreman Steeleville, Mike 
Smith, journey lineman Murphys- 
boro, and Matt McElroy, apprentice 
lineman Steeleville, put in many 

hours of their own time practicing 
for the rodeo, 3-4 evenings per 
week for three weeks preceding the 
rodeo. The practice paid off as they 
took first place in the Hurt Man Res¬ 
cue Event and second place in the 
Egg Climb and Dead End Insulator 
Change team events. Bryan Dierks 
and Mike Smith also took second 
and third places respectively in the 
Underground Cable Splice event. 

Egyptian Executive Vice Presi¬ 
dent/General Manager Jim Riddle 
stated, “These three men exemplify 
the professional group of employees 
at Egyptian Electric. They all take 
their job and responsibility to the 
membership of the cooperative seri¬ 
ously. The awards these men won 
just prove what many of us have 
known for a long time.” 

Congratulations, Bryan, Mike 
and Matt - job well done! 

Matt McElroy, Bryan Dierks and Mike Smith. 

Teamwork: We work together to provide excellent service. 
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