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Message From The President 

Smart Solutions for Our Energy Future 
The dust has settled from the fall 

election, and this month we turn 
our eyes to Washington, D.C., as Ba¬ 
rack Obama takes office as the 44th 
president of the United States. The 
economic crisis will remain a major 
focus for elected officials over coming 
years, and the Obama Administra¬ 
tion also promises an increased focus 
on energy policy. As all of us paying 
electric bills every month can attest 
to, the two go hand-in-hand. It is 
crucial that any energy policy dis¬ 
cussed in Washington comes with a 
price tag that won’t leave consumers 
in the dark. 

Through the nationwide grassroots 
awareness campaign called Our En¬ 
ergy, Our Future ™, co-op consumers 
have contacted their elected officials 
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with three critical energy policy 
questions focused on capacity, tech¬ 
nology, and affordability. With a new 
president and a new Congress taking 
office, electric cooperatives will need 
to continue pressing for answers. 

These answers won’t be clear-cut. 
Day to day, Eastern Illini works hard 
to provide you with safe, affordable, 
and reliable electricity. When you 
come home at night you can count 
on a well-lit home, and should out¬ 
ages occur, we’re on the job to restore 
power quickly. 

Although electricity use across 
the United States is steadily climbing, 
relatively high costs for construction 
materials and uncertainty about cli¬ 
mate change goals, which could place 
strict limits on carbon dioxide emitted 
by power plants, have stalled develop¬ 
ment of new baseload generation: the 
large, efficient stations that provide 
dependable and affordable electric 
power year-round. 

So here’s the important question: 
How can we keep power flowing and 
electric bills affordable? There’s simply 
no single answer, and electric co-ops 
know from experience that it will take 
a variety of new generation resources 
and technologies to ensure reliable 
and affordable electricity in the com¬ 
ing years. We must invest in renewable 
energy, clean coal technology, nuclear 

power, an updated transmission grid, 
and improvements in energy efficiency 
across the board. 

Of course, implementing all of this 
on a large scale will require a massive 
investment of government resources 
and leadership — similar to putting a 
man on the moon. As consumer ad¬ 
vocates and industry leaders, electric 
co-ops can provide lawmakers with 
expertise on what programs are afford¬ 
able, sustainable, and technologically 
feasible. 

All of this must be grounded in 
goals and public policy that puts 
consumers first. This is no time for 
policy makers to ignore our needs 
with a wink and a nod to special in¬ 
terest groups. Now, more than ever, 
Main Street must come before Wall 
Street. 

You can help in this effort and 
make a real impact by telling members 
of congress your story — why afford¬ 
able electricity is important to you 
and your family. Tens of thousands 
of electric co-op members have done 
so already, and as a result we’ve sent 
more than 1.5 million messages to 
Congress, calling attention to our na¬ 
tion’s impending electricity crisis. 

Please visit www.ourenergy.coop 
today. Make your voice heard and help 
guide policymakers toward a smart, 
affordable energy future. 
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What do 

electricity, 
baby back ribs and 

oggie sweaters 
have in common? 

Your Co-op Connections Card. Because this card can save you money on great 

things like family dinners, a night of entertainment, delicious baby back ribs, 
and the epitome of canine couture, the doggie sweater. Just take your card with 
you wherever you go. Pull it out anywhere you see a Co-op Connections sticker. 
And say hello to the savings. 

The card is yours. The savings are yours. All because you’re a member of a Touchstone Energy 
cooperative. And we’re always looking out for you. To learn more, visit www.eiec.coop. 

Don’t forget about our prescription drug discounts, and all of the national savings available 
through the Co-op Connections program. 

Eastern ILLini 
ELectric 

Cooperative 
Looking out for you. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



"Dizve... 
AQUALITY 
SOLUTIONS® 

— Water Quality Answers 

Question: We’re building a new 
house and trying to decide 

if electronic “softening” systems 
would be a good for us. Illinois water 
is very hard on appliances plus we’re 
tired of hoisting those bags of salt. 
Do you have pros or cons about 
electronic system? Answer: Softening is a chemical 

process. Period. When hardness, 
in the form of calcium and magne¬ 
sium ions, is dissolved in water, it has 
a positive charge ( + 2). As water is 
passed through a softener resin bed, 
those ions attached themselves to 
the resin, releasing 2 sodium ions 
(+1, each). Now, the soft water no 
longer has hardness ions to create 

hard deposits in your appliances and 
on surfaces in your home. The salt you 
hate to lug (and no one likes to do it) 
is used to make a strong brine solution 
to regenerate the resin. As the strong 
brine passes over the resin, it forces 
the calcium magnesium off of the 
resin and replaces them with sodium 
again, ready to soften more water. 

There is NO SUCH THING as 
electronic, magnetic or other voodoo 
softening. You cannot, by virtue of an 
electrical current or magnetic field, 
change the fundamental properties 
of a calcium ion to prevent it from 
causing scale, except for the exact 
location where the field is located. 
Once that water is heated up, in your 

hot water heater for instance, or the 
water is disturbed at all (running 
through your pipes will do it), you 
no longer have any effect at all from 
the magnetic field and you’re right 
back where you started. 

I find it particularly interesting 
that the companies you are looking 
at do not explain their “technology” 
nor do they list any companies they 
work with. Their pictures are bogus 
and unverified and their assertions 
are ridiculous. They are counting 
on the fact that most people do not 
know enough about water chemistry 
to realize their assertions are funda¬ 
mentally flawed. 

Credentials Committee Selected 
Nominating Petitions for the June 11, 2009 Director 

Election will be Available March 13, 2009 
Richard Davis of Longview, David 

Heckerson of Potomac, David 
Pree of Gilman, Ted Vinson of Fithian 
and John Wilkening of Cissna Park 
have been appointed by the Board 
of Directors to serve a 1-year term 
on the Credentials Committee. The 
Credentials Committee will meet 
at the cooperative’s headquarters 
on April 29, 2009, to review the 
qualifications of all candidates who 
file nominating petitions to determine 
their eligibility to serve as directors of 
the cooperative. 

Directors in Directorate Districts 
5, 7, 9 and the Northern At Large 
District will be elected at the June 
11, 2009 Annual Meeting. Incum¬ 
bent directors Bruce Ristow of Cissna 
Park, District 5; Bradley J. Ludwig of 
Fithian, District 7; Herbert L. Aden 
of Newman, District 9; and Steve 
Meenen of Melvin, Northern at Large 
District have indicated they will seek 
reelection. 

Nominating petitions can be 
picked up at 8 a.m. on Friday, March 
13, 2009, at Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative, 330 W. Ottawa, Pax¬ 
ton. Each member who desires to be 
elected to the board of directors must 
have a petition signed by not less than 
twenty-five (25) members of the coop¬ 
erative. Petitions must be filed at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton 
no later than 5 p.m. on Monday, April 

27, 2009. 
The nominating process is con¬ 

ducted in accordance with Article III 
of the Cooperative’s bylaws. 
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Energy Wise 
Home Seminars 

Restart in February 

1 Town Location Time When 
Onarga Ford-Iroquois 

Extension Office 
7 p.m. 1st Thursday 

of every 
month 

Paxton EIEC Headquarters 
330 W. Ottawa 

7 p.m. 2nd Thursday 
of every 
month 

Pesotum EIEC Warehouse 

Just East of 1-57 
7 p.m. 3rd Thursday 

of every 
month 

Eastern Illini wants to help you reduce the effect 

of rising energy costs by offering the Energy Wise 

Home Seminars. These seminars could help you 

save between 20 and 40 percent on your energy 
bills. 

For more information concerning the Energy 

Wise Home Seminars, check out our Web site at 

www.eiec.coop or contact us at 800-824-5102. 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

www.eiec.coop 

Eastern Illini s Web site is loaded with 
features to make your life simpler and to 

save you money. Visit the site today to pay 
your bill, discover money-saving energy 

efficiency tips, view EIEC publications and 
Board Reports, and learn about all of our 

products and services. 

Click, Click, Save! 

See Paqe 9 See Paoe 9 
for more information 
on Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative 

Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further 
Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 

service to communities 
throughout Central Illinois! 

Packages starting 
at $14.95 a month! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus r 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly ln-i_il»T51Sl 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 

wn> ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Double Dose Of Ice Brings Worst 
Co-Op Storm In Almost 20 Years 

Snow can be bad for the electric 

system, and so can wind. But ice is 

the worst thing for an electric system 

to battle. Put them all together over 

a six-day period, though, and you 

have the worst storm to hit our system 

since 1991. 

On Friday, December 19, at about 

1:30 a.m., ice began forming on 

electric lines, poles, and substations 

in the northern half of Eastern II- 

lini’s service territory. The ice was 

followed by strong winds and quickly 

led to about 7,000 accounts losing 

electricity. 

Power from the first ice storm was 

restored on Tuesday, December 23. 

Almost to the minute from when 

the last service was restored, ice and 

winds began causing more outages - 
this time spread out all across Eastern 

Illini’s service territory. About 3,000 

accounts lost electricity during this 

second ice storm. Much to the relief 

In this 
issue... 

orm Pictures  16b 

Quality Update 16c 

Wise Home Seminars  16d 
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of members/owners and employees 

alike, all power was restored at about 

8 p.m. on Christmas Eve. 

Eastern Illini’s President/CEO, 

Wm. David Champion Jr., noted, 

“We want to thank our members for 

their patience, understanding and 

help during this very difficult outage. 

We also appreciate all the help we 

received from the ten cooperatives 

across the state that sent us linemen 

and trucks to assist in the recovery 

process. They braved wind chill 

temperatures well below zero during 

the restoration. For electric utilities 

in the Midwest, an ice storm is our 

version of a hurricane. The weight 

of the ice and the power of the wind 

was extremely destructive and the 

damage was widespread.” 

Champion also urges members to 

prepare for the next outage. “We all 

need to be prepared for emergencies 

like this. Sooner or later it will hap¬ 

pen again. We also need to remember 

to watch out for each other. The good 

thing that can come out of a disaster 

like this is it can remind us how im¬ 

portant it is to have good neighbors, 

friends and families.” 

■ Continued on page 16b 
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Happy Holidays 
- Todd Lykins 

“We are a member of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
and were without power for 5 hours. I was taking several 
photos while we were headed to my husband’s parents 
to get their generator up and running. They had been 
out of power for about 11 hours and the windmill in the 
photo is on their farm. I wondered how long it took for the 
droplets to form into that beautiful “starburst” of crystal¬ 
lized ice!? Kevin’s folks have been farmers for many years 
and have just learned to adapt to what life brings. They 
had layers of clothes on and smiles on their faces when 
we got there. On the way there and back we saw many 
beautiful sights, like crystal cattails that almost caused me 
to slide into the ditch when I tried to get too close to get 
that “close-up” ;-) I guess life is truly in the opportunity 
of perception.” 

- Debi Trudeau 

■ continued from page 16a 

“I just want to pass along 
our thanks to your employees 
for the great service we have 
always recieved. Working in 
this cold and at the holiday 
season is above and beyond the 
normal call of duty.” 

“I was one of the many of your customers 
who was out of electricity for about 4 days. 
Given the extent of the weather conditions 
I was surprised that we had service restored 
as quickly as we did. Having been an electri¬ 
cian for 43 years (and having done some line 
work), I understand the challenge faced by 
your crews. I thanked them when they came 
to clear our primary and turn us back on. 

“I will also remind my readers of the 
sacrifice that they make working under se¬ 
vere conditions and being away from their 
families on holidays so that we might have 
‘creature comforts’.” 

Thank you again for your dedication to 
members of the co-op. 

- Russell C. Mann 

6 ^ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



AQUALITY 
SOLUTIONS® 

Water Quality Answers 

For more information 

about water softening, 

or for your FREE 

water test, call 

AQUAlity Solutions 

866'4WATER1. 

Need Help Paying Your Bill? 

why it matters 
Softening hard water can add up 

to savings for you. The Benja¬ 
min Franklin Hotel in Philadelphia 
found that reducing their water’s 
hardness by 4-8 gpg (see below 
for numbers) enabled them to 
double the life of their linens, drop 
their soap consumption, decrease 
washing times, and decrease boiler 
downtimes. You too could save 
money on your laundry costs while 
having whiter whites. You could 
also have less clogging of shower- 
heads, dishwashers and other water 
fixtures, and more. 

Most accepted water classifica¬ 
tions are based on that of the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS). The 
classifications are judged by grains 
per gallon of water (gpg). 

Where does your water fall? 
Soft: 0-3.5 gpg; Moderate: 3.5- 
7.0 gpg; Hard: 7.0-10.5 gpg; Very 
Hard: over 10.5 gpg. 

AQUAlity Solutions can test 
your water’s hardness. The rec¬ 
ognized standards of acceptable 
performance for household water 
softeners has been established at 
less than 1.0 gpg. AQUAlity Solu¬ 
tions meets those specifications. 

Is Your Water Hard? 
How water is classified and 

You may be eligible for low income energy 

assistance and Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative’s Neighbor to Neighbor 

program. Contact your local LIHEAP 

Agency for available programs at 

wwwdiheapillinois.com. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2009 ( 
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Energy Wise 
Home Seminars 

Restart this Month 

iTown Location Time When 
Onarga Ford-Iroquois 

Extension Office 
7 p.m. 1st Thursday 

of every 
month 

Paxton EIEC Headquarters 
330 W. Ottawa 

7 p.m. 2nd Thursday 
of every 
month 

Pesotum EIEC Warehouse 
Just East of 1-57 

7 p.m. 3rd Thursday 
of every 
month 

Eastern Illini wants to help you reduce the 

effect of rising energy costs by offering Energy 

Wise Home Seminars. These seminars could 

help you save between 20 and 40 percent on 
your energy bills. 

For more information concerning the Energy7 

Wise Home Seminars, check out our Web site at 

www.eiec.coop or contact us at 800-824-5102. 

Visit Eastern mini's Web site at 

www.eieG.coop 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 
features to make your life simpler and to 

save you money. Visit the site today to pay 
your bill, discover money-saving energy 
efficiency tips, view EIEC publications 

and learn about all of our 
products and services. 

Click, Click, Save! 

See Page 9 See Page 9 

for more information 
on Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative 

Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further 
Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 

service to communities 
throughout Central Illinois! 

Packages starting 
at $14.95 a month! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus r 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly IILLII 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Why Energy Efficiency 
is so Important 

Have you ever heard the fable about 

the ant and the grasshopper? On 

a sunny summer day, a grasshopper 

was flitting about, and came across 

an ant toiling under the weight of a 

kernel of corn. 

“Why all the hard work?” the grass¬ 

hopper asked. 

“I’m collecting this corn for winter, 

and recommend you do the same,” the 

ant replied. 

“Why bother storing corn now? 

There’s plenty to go around!” the 

grasshopper scoffed, hopping off into 

the sun. 

Well, we all know how that winter 

went for the grasshopper, which never 
did get around to storing any corn. 

nthis 
issue... 

-gy Wise Home Seminars.... 16b 

trical Safety 16c 

Ins and Outs of CFLs 16d 

That valuable lesson also applies to the 

electricity we use every day. Eastern 

Illini Electric Cooperative and other 

electric cooperatives across the country 

stand at a crossroads. At the moment, 

we are able to power our homes with 

the mere flip of a switch, as safe, reli¬ 

able, and affordable electricity remains 

readily available. The grasshoppers of 

the world are happy. 

But in recent years, several factors 

— increasing demand for electricity, 

rising fuel and construction costs, and 

decisions limiting what types of power 

plants we can build — place our energy 

future in limbo. The U.S. Energy Infor¬ 

mation Administration (ELA) predicts 

that our need for electricity will climb 

by 30 percent between now and 2030. 

Unfortunately, the power available may 

not be able to keep up with this growth 

as construction of new generation ca¬ 

pacity is being put on hold while Con¬ 

gress reworks national energy policy. 

However, we do have a powerful re¬ 

source to tap in the meantime: energy 

efficiency. With widespread energy 

efficiency measures in place, includ¬ 

ing those we’ve implemented on our 

distribution lines as well as measures 

you can take at home; annual growth 

in electricity demand could drop by 

almost half of 1 percent, to 2.2 percent, 

according to the Arlington, Va.-based 

Cooperative Research Network. 

In other words, saving electricity 

now will both reduce your current 

utility bills and soften the blow against 

future power supply shortcomings. 

And being energy efficient doesn’t 

► Continued on page 16b 
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► Continued from page 16a 

mean being flat-out stingy with 

energy use. It means doing things 

in your home you normally would, 

but in a smarter way. Compact 

fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) 

are a great example. By simply 

changing an old incandescent 

bulb to a CFL equivalent, you 

can get the same light while us¬ 

ing 75 percent less electricity. 

Eastern Illini is on your side 

in this effort, and we 

have a long history 

of helping mem¬ 

bers get the most out 

of the power coming 

down our lines. The 

vast majority of electric 

cooperatives across the 

nation—92 percent—join 

us in these efforts. 

Please contact us at 800- 

824-5102 if you would like to 

learn more about making your home 

more energy efficient. Also, consider 

attending one of our Energy Wise 

Flome Seminars (see below). You can 

also visit www.energysavers.gov, a valu¬ 

able Web site maintained by the U.S. 

Department of Energy. Together we 

can save those “kernels of power” for 

an uncertain future, and reduce our 

electric bills in the 

meantime. 
I 

Heating with electricity 
is still a good value! 

Even with Eastern Illini's new rate structure, energy ef¬ 

ficient heating and cooling systems like geothermal or 

an air-source heat pump offer great savings compared to 

propane and natural gas systems. 

For more information about energy efficient electric sys¬ 

tems, please contact us at 800-824-5102 or at www.eiec.coop. 

Equivalent price per unit to match Eastern Illini's elec¬ 

tric rate. 

Air-source heat pump 

Propane $0.55/gallon $0.80/gallon 

Natural Gas $0.61/therm $0.89/therm 

A One Evening 
Investment 
Could 
Save You 

Hundreds 
of Dollars 

Town Location Time When 
Onarga Ford-Iroquois 

Extension Office 
7 p.m. 1st Thursday of every 

month 

Paxton EIEC Headquarters 
330 W. Ottawa 

7 p.m. 2nd Thursday of 
every month 

Pesotum EIEC Warehouse 
Just East of 1-57 

7 p.m. 3rd Thursday of every 
month 

Energy costs are high. Propane prices have shot up in the last 

several years, and Eastern Illini member/owners have felt 

the crunch with a recent rate increase, as well. 

“Times are tough for everyone right now. We obviously had to 

raise electric rates, and we have tightened the belt at the office. 

What we want to do, though, is offer our member/owners some 

help in getting through these current economic conditions,” 

says Eastern Illini President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

In addition to offering a wide range of energy efficiency 

resources, both in print and available on line at www.eiec.coop, 

Eastern Illini is now going throughout the area to give you practi¬ 

cal tips on how you can save money on all of your utility bills. 

Energy Wise Home Seminars are fast-paced 

and packed with practical tips to save you money. 

Best of all, these seminars are free of charge for 

Eastern Illini member/owners. Snacks are also 

provided! For more information, please contact 

us at 800-824-5102 or at www.eiec.coop. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 61 



Making the Right Move after an Auto 
Accident Involving Power Lines 

Recent fatality highlights need for more awareness 
When a vehicle accident brings 

down a power line, natural 

instincts to get out of the vehicle or 

to help those involved can lead to 

tragic results. As part of the “Teach 

Learn Care” TLC campaign, Safe 

Electricity urges everyone to be aware 

of the hazards involved and safe ac¬ 

tions to take. 

“Often our inclination is to step 

in to help those in danger and offer 

assistance” says Molly Hall, executive 

director of Safe Electricity. “But, in 

accidents involving power lines, the 

best action is to call tor help. Wait for 

the utility to arrive and de-energize 

the line, or you could become another 

accident victim in need of rescue.” 

It your car hits a power pole, or is 

otherwise involved in a scene with a 

downed power line, Safe Electricity 

urges people to stay inside the auto 

and wait for help. If you come upon 

or witness an accident involving 

toppled power poles and lines, don’t 

leave your vehicle to approach the ac¬ 

cident scene. The vehicle as well as the 

ground around the accident could be 

energized. 

A live power line demonstration 

with extensive information on the 

proper steps to take in those accidents 

and many other instances can be seen 

on www.SafeElectricity.org. 

The only time one should consider 

getting out of an auto is if the vehicle 

is on fire or other danger is imminent, 

which happens only rarely. In that case, 

one should jump clear of the vehicle 

without touching it and the ground at 

the same time. Then hop or shuffle 

with feet together ~ don’t run or stride, 

which allows movement from one volt¬ 

age zone to another, creating deadly 

current flow. Electricity spreads out 

through the ground in ripples, like a 

stone dropped in water. The voltage is 

highest in the ring closest to the vehicle 

and decreases with distance. 

“If the power line is still energized 

and you step outside, your body 

becomes the path for that electricity 

and electrocution is the tragic result,” 

says Hall. “Even if a power line has 

landed on the ground, there is still 

the potential for the area near the car 

to be energized. Stay inside the vehicle 

unless there’s fire or imminent risk of 

fire. Wait until the electric utility crew 

arrives to make sure power to the line 

is cut off.” 

The same rules apply to situations 

involving large farm and construction 

equipment that comes in contact with 

overhead lines. “Those working with 

large equipment should stay inside 

the cab or remain on the vehicle if 

equipment extensions come in con¬ 

tact with power lines. Warn others 

who may be nearby to stay away and 

wait until the electric utility arrives 

to make sure power to the line is cut 

off,” Hall adds. 

Power line safety is the focus of this 

year’s “Teach Learn Care” TLC public 

service campaign. In addition to the 

streamed live power line demonstra¬ 

tion, a video featuring the experience of 

electrical accident survivor Shawn Miller 

covers other situations related to power 

line hazards and safe actions and can also 

be seen on www.SafeElectricity.org. 

EIEC DIRECTOR ELECTION 
Nominating petitions will be avail¬ 

able March 13, 2009, for the June 

11, 2009 director election 

Directors in Directorate Districts 

5, 7, 9 and Northern at Large will be 

elected at the June 11, 2009, Annual 

Meeting. 

Incumbent directors Bruce Ristow 

of Cissna Park, District 5; Bradley J. 

Ludwig of Fithian, District 7; Herbert 

L. Aden of Newman, District 9 and 

Steve Meenen of Melvin, Northern at 

Large District have indicated they will 

seek re-election. 

Nominating petitions can be picked 

up at 8 a.m. on Friday, March 13, 2009, 

at Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 

330 W. Ottawa Road, Paxton. Each 

member who desires to be elected to 

the board of directors must have a peti¬ 

tion signed by not less than twenty-five 

(25) members of the cooperative. Peti- 

▼ 
tions must be filed at the cooperative’s 

headquarters in Paxton no later than 

5 p.m. on Monday, April 27, 2009. 

The Credentials Committee will 

meet at the cooperative’s headquar¬ 

ters on April 29, 2009, to review the 

qualifications of all candidates who 

file nominating petitions to determine 

their eligibility to serve as directors of 

the cooperative. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2009 c 6C 
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The Ins and Outs of CFLs 
By Scott Gates 

When Thomas Edison sparked 

light from a bit of carbonized 

sewing thread in 1879, could he have 

imagined that 130 years later the same 

basic technology would still be keeping 

the world out of the dark? 

By any measure, Edison’s incan¬ 

descent light bulbs have had a good 

run. But as of 2012, this time-tested 

technology will be phased out in the 

United States, in favor of a more ef¬ 

ficient generation of light bulbs. 

As a result, store shelves increas¬ 

ingly will be lined with more energy- 

efficient alternatives, the bulk of which 

will be compact fluorescent light bulbs 

(CFLs). You have probably seen these 

corkscrew-shaped bulbs by now, and 

may have even outfitted your home 

with them. But what makes them so 

much more efficient? 

CFLs are made of two components: 

a gas-filled tube and an electronic 

ballast. Light gets produced when a 

minute amount ot mercury molecules, 

contained in argon or neon gas in the 

bulb, are excited by an electric current. 

These molecules then react with a 

phosphor coating on the inside of the 

tube, which creates light. With a white 

coating, you get white light; with a red 

coating, red light, etc. 

Incandescent bulbs, on the other 

hand, produce light by running a cur¬ 

rent through a tightly coiled metal fila¬ 

ment, typically tungsten. Atoms in the 

filament produce light when heated 

to around 4,000°F. As a result, about 

90 percent of the power consumed 

by a typical incandescent light bulb 

is emitted as heat, as anyone who has 

changed a hot bulb knows. CFLs, in 

comparison, produce 75 percent less 

heat. 

Benefits of CFLs go beyond cooler 

bulbs: A 75-watt incandescent light 

bulb will burn out after about 40 days 

of continuous use, whereas a CFL can 

keep going for a full year; CFLs require 

one-third less energy than incandes¬ 

cent bulbs, which saves roughly $30 

in energy costs over the bulb’s lifetime, 

▼ 
according to ENERGY STAR. 

As CFL technology advances, new 

bulb and light quality options will 

expand its use to a wider range of 

applications. Installation guidelines 

should be followed to ensure CFLs 

perform correctly. 

For example, not all CFLs perform 

well on dimmable switches and three- 

way fixtures, so be sure to check the 

packaging to see if the bulb’s ballast 

design matches your needs. You’ll also 

get more value if you leave CFLs on for 

15 minutes or longer; switching them 

on and off can shorten their lifespan. 

Exterior lighting offers a great place 

to use CFLs, but if you live in a colder 

climate, look for specially designed 

cold-weather versions — standard CFLs 

may not work well below 40°F. 

To learn about the latest ways you 

can use CFLs to make your home more 

energy efficient, call Eastern lllini at 

800-824-5102 or visit ENERGY STAR 

at www.energystar.gov. 

ENERGY STAR is a joint program of 
the U.S. Department of Energy and 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency helping us all save money 
and protect the environment 
through energy efficient products 

and practices. 

■..TIL.... 

•] 

AKJwifiL ®. . 

Ito have the best experrenee possible, keep the following tips in mind: 

® Use ENERGY STAR qualified butbs in places where you will have the light on for at least 

15 minutes at a time. Frequently turning a CPL on and off will shorten the bulb's lifetime. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Message From The President 

Keeping Electric Bills 
Affordable 

“Our Energy, Our Future”™ 
brings the co-op voice to Capitol Hill 

America’s families are facing tough 

economic times. Many struggle to 

afford the basics: food, housing, and 

energy. In fact, the cost of residential 

electricity climbed an average of 26 

percent between 2002 and 2007, and 

it is projected to go even higher. As if 

that wasn’t bad enough, today’s elec¬ 

tricity supplies won’t be able to keep 

pace with future demand. 

Now, elected officials in Washington, 

D.C., are poised to make important 

policy decisions that will determine 
our nation’s energy future. To guide 

lawmakers in a sound direction, electric 

cooperatives are making sure that your 

voice, the voice of the consumer, gets 

heard during legislative debates. 

Through the “Our Energy, Our 

Future”™ grassroots awareness cam¬ 

paign, hundreds of thousands of 

electric cooperative consumers have 

already sent more than 1.5 million 

messages to their members of Con¬ 

gress. Through this outreach, co-ops 

have shared our insight drawn from 

decades of offering safe and reliable 

electricity at affordable rates; service 

that always makes consumers—not the 
bottom line—priority one. 

If you haven’t already done so, 

please get involved in the campaign by 

asking your representatives on Capitol 

Hill one important question: Are you 

willing to work with electric coopera¬ 

tives like Eastern Mini to ensure our 

nation has reliable power at a price 

consumers can afford? The stakes are 

too high to miss this opportunity to 

help secure YOUR energy future. 

To learn more about how you can 

begin a dialogue with your elected 

officials, please visit www.ourenergy. 

coop today. Together we can keep 

electric bills affordable. 

this 
issue... 

ing it Forward 16b 
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ual Meeting Announced 16d 

Our Energy, Our Future 
A Dialogue With America 
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Pay it Forward, Co-op Style 
After receiving help from other co-ops, EIEC sends men to Kentucky 

Shortly after experiencing our worst 
ice storm in almost 20 years, nine 

linemen from Eastern lllini were 
given the opportunity to travel to 
Kentucky to assist in the restoration 
efforts after a devastating ice storm. 
During the course of the ice storm, 
there were over 200,000 accounts 
without electricity, and over 9,000 
poles that had to he replaced. 

The efforts and dedication of 
the Eastern lllini crews were not 
lost on one Paducah, Ky. couple. 
They wrote: 

(~/he ice storm of 2009 arrived 

in western Kentucky, on time 

and as forecasted, the evening of 

Jan. 26. Daylight the next morning 

revealed the heavy ice which had 

taken our electric, cable, and most 

phone service. 

One cell provider survived, which 

happened to be mine. I could call out 

of the area and was able to reach my 

sister in Park Forest, III. 

Little did we know that the worst 

was yet to come! During that night, 

round two of the storm began. By 

midnight, up to two inches of ice 

covered everything. The eerie sounds 

in the blackness of our woods kept 

us awake and reminded my husband 

of the battle fields in Vietnam. As 

each tree top snapped the sound 

was like artillery fire. Then came 

the explosive sound of the tree top 

and the branches below it crashing 

to the ground. 

The next few days were dark, cold 

and quiet. A battery radio and a 

local station on generator provided 

the only exception. 

The message was STAY IN. 

“There is no power. No food, 

gas, or other supplies are avail¬ 

able. Most roads are blocked by 

fallen trees and utility lines.” 

The first sign of movement we 

saw was a National Guard Humvee 

helping to clear the roads. Slowly 

during the next week, essential 

services began to get power restored, 

some stores and gas stations opened, 

and a path through our drive was 

cleared by neighbors. 

The days and nights ran together 

until Feb. 12 when an Eastern lllini 

Electric Cooperative truck appeared!! 

Our electric pole was only one 

of hundreds upon hundreds that 

had been destroyed. They wasted 

no time repairing the damage. 

That night, for the first time in 

17 days, we had light, heat and 

all those many things we take for 

granted at the flip of a switch. 

Caravans of power trucks and 

tree trimmers came from far and 

near to assist in restoring power to 

over 700,000 Kentucky residents. 

They worked day and night in 

16-hour shifts. A virtual mine field 

of hazards, single digit temperatures, 

up to 50-mph winds, pouring rains 

followed by ankle deep mud, did not 

slow then down. 

The storm left no one untouched. 

It threatened lives and it took lives. 

Thirty-six Kentuckians lost their 

lives. Some from hypothermia, carbon 

monoxide poisoning, and house fires. 

My husband and I both grew up 

in the small Southern Illinois town 

of Norris City. 

Also, we both attended the 

University of Illinois during the 

late 1950s and early 1960s. Being 

rescued by an ILLINI power crew 

held special meaning for us. 

UAank you. 
Gharlie and Sue JlC. 

Paducah, Ky. 
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Youth to Washington Scholarship 
Winners Announced 

Ross Wilken, of Dantorth, and Ross 

Munsterman, of Onarga, have been 

selected as the recipients of the 2009 

“Youth to Washington” $1,000 schol¬ 

arships and all-expenses paid trips to 

Washington, D.C. Ross Wilken is the 

son ot Harold and Sandy Wilken and is 

a senior at Iroquois West High School. 

Ross Munsterman is the son of Larry 

and Jody Munsterman and is a senior 

at Crescent-Iroquois High School. 

Scholarship applications were re¬ 

ceived from students residing in rural 

Buckley, Danforth, Gifford, Loda, 

Onarga, Paxton, Piper City, Rankin, 

Sidney, Tuscola and Villa Grove. 

The scholarships were awarded 

based on academic achievement; 

work, volunteer experience, school 

and community activities; goals; and 

knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

Ross Wilken 

Wilken and Munsterman will travel 

to our nation’s capitol June 12-19 as 

part of the “Youth to Washington” tour. 

Ross Munsterman 

Eastern Illini has been sponsoring trips 

to Washington, D.C. for high school stu¬ 

dents since its consolidation in 1987. 

ITS YOUR TURN 
to save on your energy bill while 

improving the environment! 

The economic stimulus package has become a fact. 
Given the hard times, now it’s your turn to benefit! 
The stimulus plan provides a tax credit of up to $1,500 for energy 

efficiency upgrades. You can install an efficient heating, ventila¬ 
tion and air conditioning system or weatherize your home. Hold 

onto your receipts—30 percent of your investment in 2009 and 
2010 (up to $1,500) is eligible for the tax credit. 

There is a 30 percent credit for geothermal systems, 

that IS NOT subject to the $1,500 limit. 

Eastern Illini 
Electric 

Cooperative 

Contact Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative at uww.eiec.coop for more information. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 



Y
our C

onnection to E
nergy W

ise L
iving • Y

our C
onnection to E

nergy W
ise L

iving • Y
our C

o
n
n
ectio

n
 to E

nergy W
ise L

iving 

Attend Eastern mini’s Annual Meeting 

on dry cleaning, 

Co-op Connections Card 

Eastern ILlim 
Electric 

Cooperative 

Flash your card to save on 

everyday purchases and prescriptions. 

To learn more, visit www.eiec.coop. 

Looking out for you. 

Pharmacy discounts are not insurance, 
and are not intended as a substitute for insurance. 

The discount is only available at participating pharmacies. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Receive a $25 bill credit as a registration 
gift at the June 11 meeting! 

A slightly updated format, as well 
as even more activities will 

highlight Eastern lllini’s annual 
meeting on June 11. 

• Events will run from 3 - 7 p.m. 

• FREE Dinner will be served 
from 4 - 7 p.m. 

• The business meeting will begin 
at 7 p.m. 

• $25 bill credit for all registered 
member/owners 

• Tons of games and activities for kids 

• Inflatable bounce house and obstacle 
course 

• Learn how you can save money by 
becoming Energy Wise 

• Learn about energy efficiency tax credits 

Because I have a Co-op Connections® membership card, I 

save on everyday purchases for myself and my family. Plus, I 

save 10-60% off prescriptions at my participating local phar¬ 

macy. It's just one more way I benefit from being a member 

of a Touchstone Energy® cooperative. 



® ELECTRIC NEWS PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

Attend a Wind Turbine and 
Solar Panel Open House 

ual Meeting June 11 

Web Site Unveiled 16d 

www.eiec.coop A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • May 2009 

Saturday, May 9th 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Philip & Teresa Rogers 
1359 CR 2250 E 

St. Joseph, iL 61873 

For more information or 
questions, visit our Web 
site at www.eiec.coop or 
call us at 800-824-5102. 

Join us from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, May 9 at the 

home of Philip and Teresa Rogers in rural Saint Joseph 

to see their wind turbine and solar panels in action. Learn 

how this unique project utilizes Eastern Mini’s net-metering 

program. A free lunch will also be provided! 

After having been interested in renewable energy sources 

for some time, the Rogers’ recently completed construction 

on two “green” projects designed to “do their part,” - reduce 

their energy bill, and sell excess electricity back to Eastern 

Mini. 

The Rogers’ installed a 2.4 kW wind turbine in their 

back yard, and a 3.8 kW solar voltaic cell system on their 

garage roof. Philip Rogers noted, “My father-in-law was really 

ahead of his time in working with solar projects, and in a 

lot of ways, our new system is a dedication to him.” 

The open house will feature ciistributors of both the wind 

turbine and solar panels. Eastern Mini representatives will 

also be on hanci to discuss the cooperative’s net-metering 

program. Basically, any time the Rogers are producing 

more electricity than they are using, those excess kWh are 

subtracted from the overall electric bill each month. 
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Mark Your Calendar! 
▼ 
Eastern mini Electric 

Cooperative’s Annual Meeting 

Thursday, June 11, 2009 
EIEC Headquarters 

330 W. Ottawa, Paxton, Illinois 

Registration begins at 3 p.m. 

Activities for everyone 

Back by popular demand - FREE dinner provided by 
Niemerg’s Catering from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Business meeting at 7 p.m. 



/atch for the 
mual report m 
e June Illinois 
ountry Living 
magazine 

ANNUAL 
MEETING 

ACTIVITIES 
AND FEATURES 
/ $25 BILL CREDIT 
✓ Outdoor carnival like 

atmosphere 
/ Tethered hot-air 

balloon rides 
/ Inflatable BOUNCE 

HOUSE and 
OBSTACLE COURSE 

/BUCKET TRUCK 
RIDES 

/ GAMES and 
ACTIVITIES for all ages 

/ Electric car display 
/ Learn about ElEC’s 

new rates 
/ FREE dinner 
/ $500 Drawing 
/ Drawing for 5 kid's 

bikes ($100 value) 
/ Director election and 

business meeting 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • May 2009 ^ 
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Eastern Illini Unveils New Web Site 
New site designed 

for easier navigation 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

recently unveiled a major Web site 
overhaul. The site, www.eiec.coop, 
focuses on providing a wealth of 
information, all within easy reach. 

Members can now view and pay 
their bills online, discover tons of 
ways to lower utility bills, learn 
about Eastern Illini’s programs 
and services, and even do a simple 
heating cost comparison. Eastern 
Illini Marketing Manager Bob 
Dickey noted, “Our new Web 
site has a great look, but more 
importantly, it offers a wealth of 
information. We want to help 
our members find answers as 
quickly and easily as possible!” 
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Know What to do in Vehicle 
Accidents Involving Power Lines 

Stay inside until help arrives or... do the bunny hop 
Instincts tell us to flee danger. Un- 

fortunately, in vehicle accidents 
that bring down power lines, these 
natural inclinations can lead to tragic 
results. 

If your car hits a power pole, or 
otherwise brings a power line down, 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative and 
Safe Electricity urge you to stay inside 
the vehicle until help arrives. Getting 
out of the vehicle, with few exceptions, 
is the wrong thing to do until the line 
has been de-energized. 

Experts say you are almost always 
better off to stay in the car, especially if 
the line is in contact with the vehicle. 
If the power line is still energized and 
you step outside, your body becomes 
the path for that electricity and elec¬ 
trocution is the tragic result. 

It is best to wait until trained or 
qualified personnel arrive to make 
sure power to the line is cut off. The 
only exception would be if fire or other 

danger, like the smell of gasoline, is 
present. In that case, the proper action 
is to jump - not step - with both feet 
hitting the ground at the same time, as 
if doing a bunny hop. Jump clear, with¬ 
out touching the vehicle and ground at 
the same time. Shuffle or hop to safety 
keeping both feet together as you leave 
the area. 

Even if a power line has landed on 
the ground, there is still the poten¬ 
tial for the area near your car to be 
energized. Stay inside the vehicle 
unless there is fire or imminent risk 
of fire. 

The same rules apply to situations 
involving large farm and construction 
equipment that come in contact with 
overhead lines. Those working with 
large equipment should stay inside the 
cab or remain in the vehicle if equip¬ 
ment extensions come in contact with 
power lines. Warn others who may be 
nearby to stay away and wait until the 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

electric utility arrives to make sure 
power to the line is cut off. 

While driving, if you encounter a 
down wire on the road, always assume 
it is an energized electrical wire and 
stay in your car. If you come upon, or 
witness an accident involving toppled 
power poles and lines, don’t leave 
your vehicle to approach the accident 
scene. 

Often our inclination is to step 
in and help those in danger and 
offer assistance to the injured. But in 
accidents involving power poles, call 
for help. Wait for authorities to arrive, 
or you could become an additional 
victim in need of rescue. 

Accidents and fires involving elec¬ 
tricity cause more than a thousand 
deaths and tens of thousands of 
injuries each year. The vast majority 
are preventable if people understand 
the dangers and steps they can take to 
be safe. 



„ ELECTRIC NEWS 

ERN IlllNI 
www.eiec.coop 

PAXTON, ILLINOIS 
; Energy® Cooperative (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
Annual Report 

this 
issue... 

Annual Meeting 
Information and 

Schedule of Events 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2009 

3 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative 
Headquarters 

Paxton, Illinois 
• $25 bill credit • 

• Tethered Hot Air Balloon Rides • 
(weather permitting) 

Thursday, 
June 11, 2009 
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2009 Annual Meeting 
Schedule of Events 

4 p.m. — 7 p.ltl. Dinner served (meals by Niemerg’s Catering) 

4 p.m. 

5 p.m. 

6 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

“How to Save Money on your Utility Bill” Seminar 

Geothermal Heating and Cooling Seminar 

“How to Save Money on your Utility Bill” Seminar 

Business Meeting 

7:30 p.m. Adjournment and prize drawings 

Register to win a * 
^ $500 cash prize! Jr 

Solve the American flag challenge for a chance to 
win a flag that has flown over the U.S. Capitol. 

Children in attendance can register to win one of five 
$100 gift certificates to buy a new bicycle. 

(Need not be present to win prizes.) 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide 

premium^quality, economically priced electricity and 
other related services to our members and communities. 

3 p.m. - 7 p.m. Energy Wise exhibits, plus other product 
& exhibit booths 

Bucket truck rides 
Pole “climbing” pictures 
Race car display 
Q & A booth 
Gene Trimble Band 
Pole-top rescue demonstrations 

Registration for meeting, meal, 
$25 bill credit & $500 prize 

Tethered hot air balloon rides 
Inflatable bounce house and obstacle 

course 
Basketball shooting contest 
Baseball throwing contest 
American flag display 

6I jm ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Chairman/President's Report 

Harold M. Loy 
Chairman 

of the Board 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO 

Financial Goals 
Eastern Illini Electric Coopera- 

tive met all of our financial goals 
in 2008! Even though we took 
a bit of a financial hit during the 
major ice storms at the end of the 
year, our net margins were up 7 
percent over 2007 numbers. 

Our Energy, Our Future and 
Carbon Legislation 

The President, Congress and 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency are all looking at ways 
to decrease carbon output in our 
country. Some buzz words cur- 
rently in the news are “cap and 
trade” and a “carbon tax.” 

We are following this national 
discussion very closely. We get 
most of our electricity from coal- 
fired power plants, so potential 
legislation could have a major 
impact on how much we are all 
paying for electricity. 

You can get involved and make sure your voice is heard 
by visiting a special Web site designed to help you com¬ 
municate with your elected officials about this issue. Visit 
www.ourenergy.coop to start the dialogue! We will also be 
promoting this very valuable grassroots program at the An¬ 
nual Meeting on June 11. 

Power Supply 
Our involvement, and the construction in the Prairie 

State Generating facility in Lively Grove, 111., is continuing 
nicely. The first unit at the plant should be online in the 
summer of 2011, and the second unit should be ready in the 
summer of 2012. The plant will be utilizing Illinois coal from 
a new coal mine that will be located just hundreds of feet 
from the power plant, and consequently, it will be creating 
jobs in Illinois during construction and post construction. 

Our current wholesale power contract will get us through 
2012, when we should be receiving our benefit from the 
Prairie State facility. We are continuing to look at ways 
to diversify our future power portfolio to protect against 
potential cost increases. 

December Ice Storm 
From Dec. 19 to Dec. 24, we were hit with two of our 

worst ice storms in the last 20 years. Over 10,000 members 
lost power during the multiple outages. Heavy winds and 
extremely cold weather slowed the restoration process. We 
are very proud of the way our employees - and the line 
workers from other cooperatives - worked so diligently to 
the get power restored as quickly as possible. 

Rate Increase T 

The rate increase that took affect at the beginning of this 
year has gone as smoothly as possible. A majority of you are 
experiencing increases of about 15 percent. Members on 
our electric heat rate saw higher increases this past winter, 
but compared to other energy sources, are still saving money 
on their heating bills. 

One positive aspect of our recent rate increase is the 
Power Cost Adjustment (PCA) charge. Traditionally, the 
PCA has been added to your bill each month to reflect the 
monthly fluctuation in wholesale power costs. With our new 
power contract, and the slight decrease in energy costs, the 
PCA has been a negative charge on your bill, resulting in 
an actual credit to your account. 

The new electric rates reflect an extensive cost of service 
study so that all of our rate options are assigned prices based 
on what it actually costs to serve each rate class. This is the 
most equitable way to distribute our costs. That way no one 
rate group is subsidizing any other group of members. 

New Web Site Design 
Our Web site, www.eiec.coop, has recently undergone a 

major transformation. The site focuses on providing a wealth 
of information, all within easy reach, in a new, user-friendly 
layout. 

You can now pay and view your bill online, discover tons 
of ways to lower your utility bills, learn about our programs 
and services, and even do a simple heating cost compari¬ 
son. 

Annual Meeting Invitation 
We invite you to attend the annual meeting on June 11, 

2009, from 3 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. In the three years we’ve done 
the summer meetings, you’ve seemed to really enjoy the 
laid-back, family atmosphere. New this year, we are offering 
a $25 bill credit for all registered members in attendance. 
There will also be a number of activities that can be enjoyed 
by children of all ages. Dinner will be offered at no charge, 
and will be catered by Niemerg’s Catering. Don’t forget to 
bring the kids and grandkids! 

Eastern Illini 
Electric 

Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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Director Profiles 
▼ 

Bruce Ristow, 
Cissna Park 
Directorate 
District 5 

Bruce Ristow was elected as 
a director of Eastern Illini 

Electric Cooperative in 2006. 
He received the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
Credentialed Certification in 2008. 

erbert L. Aden was elected 
I as a director of Illini Electric 

--y-T) Cooperative in 1979, and has been 
a director of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative since consolidation. He 
received the Professional Directors 
Certification from the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association in 
1991, and he received the NRECA 

Herbert L. Adun, Credentialed Certification in 1999. 
Newman 

Directorate 
District 9 

Bradley J. Ludwig, 
Fithian 

Directorate 
District 7 

Bradley J. Ludwig was elected 
as a director of Eastern Illinois 

Power Cooperative in 1985. He 
has served on the Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative board since 
consolidation. He completed the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association Professional Directors 
Training Courses and was certified 
in 1990. He received the NRECA 
Credentialed Certification and 
the NRECA Board Leadership 
Certificate in 1998. 

Steve Meenen was elected as 
a director of Eastern Illini 

Electric Cooperative in 2006. 
He received the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
Credentialed Certification in 2008. 

Steve Meenen, 
Melvin 

Northern at Large 
District 

Make plans today to attend AAA’s 
next Child Safety Seat Inspection 
Event: 

Thursday, June 11 
3 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative 

330 West Ottawa St 
Paxton, IL 60957 

• Child safety seats incompatible with the vehicles used 
• Safety seats inappropriate for the child’s age or weight 
• Complicated or unclear manufacture’s installation instructions 
• Previously owned safety seat may have suffered damage or been recalled 

By having your child’s safety seat inspected by a certified child safety seat techni¬ 
cian, you’ll learn how to correct problems and properly install and use the seat. 

Learn How To Properly Install Your Child’s Safety Seat 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 
four out of five safety seats are misused. Problems include: 

Please RSVP for a free 
inspection! 

(800) 824-5102 
info@eiec.coop 
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The Credentials Committee met at the office of Eastern 

Illini Electric Cooperative in Paxton on April 29, 2009, 

to determine the eligibility of candidates who filed nomi¬ 

nating petitions for the June 11, 2009, director election. 

Directors will be elected in Directorate Districts 5, 7, 

and 9, and Northern at Large. Attending the meeting 

were Richard Davis of Longview, David Heckerson of 

Potomac, David Pree of Gilman, Ted Vinson of Fithian, 

and John Wilkening of Cissna Park. In accordance with 

the cooperative’s bylaws, the board of directors appoints 

members of the Credentials Committee to serve a 1-year 

term. 

Richard Davis was selected as chairman of the com¬ 

mittee. 

Chairman Davis noted that nominating petitions were 

available at Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s head¬ 

quarters in Paxton at 8 a.m. on Friday, March 13, 2009, 

and that the deadline for filing was 5 p.m. on Monday, 

April 27, 2009. 

The committee reviewed the qualifications of Bruce 

Ristow of Cissna Park, District 5; Bradley J. Ludwig of 

Fithian, District 7; Herbert L. Aden of Newman, District 

9; and Steve Meenen of Melvin, Northern at Large who 

had each filed nominating petitions. No other candidates 

picked up or filed petitions. After reviewing the petitions, 

affidavits, and qualifications of Bruce Ristow, Bradley J. 

Ludwig, Herbert L. Aden, and Steve Meenen, the Cre¬ 

dentials Committee determined that all of the candidates 

are eligible to serve as directors of the cooperative. 

There being no other business to come before the 

committee, upon a motion made by David Pree, seconded 

by Ted Vinson and unanimously approved, the meeting 

was adjourned. 

EASTERN ILLINI 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

June 11, 2009 
Paxton, Illinois 

For Director from 
DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 5 

(3-Year Term) 

For Director from 

DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 7 
(3-Year Term) 

For Director from 
DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 9 

(3-Year Term) 

For Director from 
DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 

Northern at Large 
(3-Year Term) 

(Vote for one) 

□ Bruce Ristow, 
Cissna Park 

(Vote for one) 

□ Bradley J. Ludwig, 
Fithian 

(Vote for one) 

□ Herbert L. Aden, 
Newman 

(Vote for one) 

□ Steve Meenen, 
Melvin 
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Northern at Large 

Dewey" 

Eastern mini Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Charles D. Day, Jr. 
(Asst. Secretary) 

Bement 
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Guy C. Hall 
(Attorney) 
Champaign 

Donald Reitz 
Gilman 

Steve Meenen 
Melvin 

Harold M. Loy 
(Chairman) 
Beaverville Beaverville 

Gilman 

Bruce Ristow 
Cissna Park 

Cissna Park 

Thomas Schlatter 
Chatsworth 

Kay Horsch 
(Secretary) 

Dewey 

Chatsworth 

Rossville 

Herbert L. Aden 
(Treasurer) 
Newman 

Jay Hageman 
Fairmount 

Marion Chesnut 
(Vice Chairman) 

Rossville 

Fithian 

Newman 
Bement 

Bradley J. Ludwig 
Fithian Southern at Laree 



  

2009 Annual Meeting - Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 

As a member of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative, an Illinois Corporation, I, the undersigned, hereby appoint 

 my proxy to vote in my stead at the 2009 Annual 
Meeting of Members to be held at the Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative Headquarters, Paxton, Illinois, on 
June 11, 2009. This proxy is unlimited as to matters on which it may be voted. 

Date (Signature of Member Giving Proxy) 

Name: 

Address: 

Under the bylaws, no member may vote as a proxy for more than three members and the presence of a member 
at the meeting revokes a proxy heretofore given. 

Your Co-op 

Connections Card. 

Because this card can save you money on great 

things like family dinners, a night of entertainment, 

delicious baby hack ribs, and the epitome 

of canine couture, the doggie sweater. Just take 

your card with you wherever you go. Pull it out 

anywhere you see a Co-op Connections sticker. 

And say hello to the savings. 

The card is yours. The savings are yours. All 

because you’re a member of a Touchstone Energy 

cooperative. And we’re always looking out for you. 

To learn more, visit www.eiec.coop. 

Eastern lllini 
Electric 

Cooperative 
istone Energy* Cooperative 

Looking out for you. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2009 



The Twenty-first Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern Mini 

Electric Cooperative, Inc. was held at the headquarters of the 

Cooperative 330 West Ottawa Street, Paxton, Illinois on Thurs¬ 

day, June 12, 2008, at 7 p.m. The meeting was called to order by 

Chairman of the Board Harold M. Loy, who presided and acted as 

Chairman. Kay Horsch, Secretary of the Board, acted as Secretary 

of the meeting and kept the minutes thereof. 

The Chairman announced that the registration staff had in¬ 

formed him that there were 368 members present in person or by 

proxy, and that the attendance being in excess of 100 members, 

as required by the bylaws to constitute a quorum, the Chaimian 

announced that a quorum was in attendance and he declared the 

meeting duly constituted to transact business. 

PRESENTATION OF COLORS 

The presentation of colors was conducted by Pack 32 of the 

Boy Scouts of America, Paxton, Illinois, followed by the recitation 

by the membership of the Pledge of Allegiance led by Eagle Scout, 

Jacob Dickey. The National Anthem was then performed by Gene 

Trimble Band. 

INVOCATION 

Vice-Chairman Marion Chesnut delivered the invocation. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

Vice-Chairman Chesnut introduced special guests of the Co¬ 

operative who attended the meeting, including Senator Michael 

Frerichs, who gave a brief speech regarding energy companies; 

State Representative Shane Cultra of the 105th District who briefly 

addressed the state budget problems; Nancy Nixon of the Associa¬ 

tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives; John Dalton of Prairie Power, 

Inc.; Will Brumleve of the Paxton Record and former Cooperative 

Directors, Glenn Anderson and Robert Thompson. 

READING OF NOTICE OF MEETING 

AND PROOF OF MAILING 

Chairman Harold M. Loy read the official Notice of the meet¬ 

ing and the Affidavit of Mailing of said Notice. The Chairman 

directed the Secretary to annex to the minutes of this meeting a 

copy of the Notice together with the Affidavit of Mailing. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the Twentieth Annual Meeting of Members 

held June 14, 2007, as printed in the annual report distributed 

to all members, were presented for consideration. Member John 

Wilkening made a motion that the rules be suspended, that the 

reading of the minutes of the Annual Meeting held June 14,2007, 

be waived, and that the minutes be approved as presented in the 

official annual meeting notice of this meeting. His motion was 

seconded by Member Sandy Lehmann and unanimously carried. 

REPORT OF TREASURER 

Chairman Harold M. Loy informed the membership that since 

the Treasurer’s Report was contained in the Official Notice of the 

Meeting, there would be no oral report describing the amounts 

set forth therein. However, the membership was provided an 

opportunity to inquire regarding the financial condition of the 

Cooperative. There was discussion regarding certain aspects of 

the expenditures of the Cooperative, including investments and 

the Prairie State Power Plant Project. The Treasurer’s Report 

included operating statistics, the balance sheet for the years end¬ 

ing December 31, 2006, and December 31, 2007, respectively, as 

well as consolidated statements of revenues and expenses of the 

Cooperative and its subsidiaries for those two (2) years. 

The balance sheet reflected the following information: 

Net Utility7 Plant $49,081,516 

Total Assets 67,179,203 

Long Term Debt 36,617,110 

Total Members’ Equity and Liabilities 67,179,203 

Thereafter, the financial reporting period was concluded and 

Chairman Loy entertained a motion to accept the Treasurer’s 

Report. A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by 

Member Glenn Anderson. The motion was seconded by Member 

Bob Apperson and was unanimously carried. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

AND PRESIDENT/CEO 

Chairman Loy and President/CEO Champion reported on 

the condition of the Cooperative and thanked everyone for their 

efforts throughout the year. It was noted that a written Chairman 

/ President’s Report was also sent to the membership as part of the 

Official Notice of the Meeting. It covered topics including financial 

goals, power supply, rate increase, rate equity, energy efficiency, and 

controlling costs. 

REPORT OF CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

The written report of the Credentials Committee was noted as 

it was presented in the official Notice advising the membership that 

the Committee had reviewed the qualifications of the nominees 

and determined their eligibility. The Committee’s written report 

was as follows: 

The Credentials Committee met at the office of Eastern Mini 

Electric Cooperative in Paxton on Tuesday, April 29, 2008, to de¬ 

termine the eligibility of candidates who filed nominating petitions 

for the June 12, 2008, director election. Directors will be elected 

in Directorate Districts 2,3,6 and Southern at Large. Attending 

the meeting were Laved Byers, Tuscola; Bob Bauer, Cissna Park; 

Darren Duncan, Rossville; Gary Pridemore, Homer; and John 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
Minutes of Twenty-first Annual Meeting of Members, June 12,2008 
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Wilkening, Cissna Park. In accordance with the Cooperative’s 

bylaws, members of the Credentials Committee are appointed by 

the Board of Directors to serve a 1 -year term. 

John Wilkening was selected as the Chairman of the Commit¬ 

tee. Chairman Wilkening noted that nominating petitions were 

available at Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s headquarters in 

Paxton at 8 a.m. on Friday, March 14,2008, and that the deadline 

for filing was 5 p.m. on Monday April 28, 2008. 

The committee reviewed the qualifications of Tom Schlatter 

ofChatsworth, District 2; Don Reitz of Gilman, District 3; Marion 

Chesnut of Rossville, District 6 and Jay Hageman of Fairmount, 

Southern at Large, who had filed nominating petitions. No other 

candidates picked up or filed petitions. After reviewing the peti¬ 

tions, affidavits and qualifications of Tom Schlatter, Don Reitz, 

Marion Chesnut and Jay Hageman, the Credentials Committee 

determined that all of the candidates were eligible to serve as 

directors of the Cooperative. 

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

Chairman Loy announced that the next item of business would 

he the election of Directors and called upon Attorney Guy Hall 

to conduct that election. Mr. Hall again announced that all the 

candidates were shown on the program and thanked all those who 

participated and voted. He noted that since there were no nomi¬ 

nees other than those reviewed and approved by the Credentials 

Committee, the membership could waive the written ballot and 

elect the nominees who had filed petitions pursuant to Section 2.5 

of the bylaws of the Cooperative. Mr. Hall then entertained a mo¬ 

tion to waive the written ballot and elect the nominees approved 

by the Credentials Committee. Thereafter, there was motion by 

Member Bill Wirth which was duly seconded by Member Bob 

Apperson to waive the written ballot and elect the nominees, Tom 

Schlatter, Don Reitz, Marion Chesnut, and Jay Hageman. The 

motion was carried by a voice vote, and the nominees were duly 

elected by unanimous vote of the membership. 

PROPOSED BYLAW AMENDMENT 

Chairman Dry indicated that the Board of Directors was rec¬ 

ommending a bylaw amendment intended to clarify the eligibility 

requirements for Director candidates. He noted that the proposed 

amendment is on Page 16e of the Annual Meeting Notice mailed 

to all members and distributed to each member at registration. He 

then asked Attorney Hall to return to the podium to explain the 

proposed amendment to the membership. Attorney Hall then 

explained to the members that the purpose of the amendment to 

Section 3.3 of the bylaws is to allow individuals who hold a public 

office the opportunity to also serve as members of the Board of 

Directors. The amendment further clarified that a member who 

operates electrical facilities or otherwise competes with the Coop¬ 

erative could also serve as long as the member has no more than 

a minor financial interest in such business and the business does 

not compete in a material way with the Cooperative, a business 

that sells energy or merchandise to the Cooperative, or a business 

substantially engaged in the selling of electrical facilities, fixtures 

or supplies to members of the Cooperative. 

Mr. Hall noted that Section 12.2 of the Bylaws provides for 

amendments by the members of the Cooperative at the regular 

or special meeting. Mr. Hall then asked the membership if there 

was a motion to approve the Bylaw amendment as printed in the 

official notice of the meeting. There was then a motion which was 

duly seconded to approve the change to Section 3.3 of the Bylaws. 

The motion was carried by a voice vote and the Bylaw amendment 

was approved. 

QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 

Chairman Loy, Vice-Chairman Chesnut and President/CEO 

Champion entertained questions from the floor regarding the op¬ 

erations of the Cooperative. President/CEO Champion explained 

the upcoming change in rates, and the history of the current 

contract under which the Cooperative will operate until the end 

of 2008. He noted that the cost of energy has been held in line by 

the terms of that contract, but that there will be a change in 2009. 

He noted the power supply percentage of expenses, and told the 

membership the Cooperative expects to see a 47 percent increase 

in wholesale costs of power. He noted that the rate increases will 

commence in 2009. The increases are not as substantial as those 

of investor owned utilities are. 

President/CEO Champion also noted that officials in Washing¬ 

ton D.C. plan to tax carbon generated by electric utilities. This 

additional tax, under what is called a Cap and Trade Program, may 

also significantly affect rates in the future. 

It was noted that President/CEO Champion, Secretary Horsch, 

Marketing and Communications Coordinator Mike Wilson and 

Attorney Hall recently visited legislators in Washington, D.C. along 

with officials of other electric cooperatives to explain the concerns 

of rural America and suggest that sensible environmental solutions 

be adopted that do not unduly burden consumers. Chairman Loy 

entertained questions regarding the development of the Prairie 

State Power Plant, the use of wind generation and what may hap¬ 

pen with the FutureGen plant. President/CEO Champion noted 

that he anticipates there will be future investment in wind power, 

but that it will not be able to satisfy base load generation needs. 

In addition, natural gas may present some opportunities, but new 

nuclear generation is at least 10 years away. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Chairman Loy called for any additional and unfinished business 

to be presented. None was presented. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Chairman Loy called for any new business to be presented. 

None was presented. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, 

upon a motion duly made by Member Darryl Coates, which was 

seconded by Member Sandy Lehmann and unanimously approved, 

the meeting was adjourned. 

DRAWING FOR PRIZES 

Following the adjournment of the meeting, the prize drawing 

was conducted. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Herbert L. Aden 
Treasurer 

Where your 
electric dollar 
went in 2008 

Power Cost 52.73% 

Interest 9.42% 

Depreciation 9.92% 

Operations 27.70% 

Taxes 0.23% 

The enclosed financial information represents the Cooperative’s operation for the 

fiscal year ended December 31, 2008. These reports were taken directly from the 

Cooperative’s books and records which are currently being audited by the auditing 

firm of Olsen Thielen & Co., LTD. The American Institute of Certified Public Ac¬ 

countants sets the standards and scope of the audit. 

Operating Statistics 
■ 2008 2007 1 

Cost of purchased power  . $ 12,702,743 $ 12,693,082 

Total kWh purchased  251,975,517 244,851,560 

Total kWh sold  231,984,966 226,007,260 

Average number consumers served  13,742 13,708 

Average kWh usage per month per consumer  1,407 1,374 

Average revenue per kWh sold to consumers  . $ 0.109 $ 0.110 

Balance Sheet 
Assets 1! 2008 2007 I 

Utility Plant 
Cost of electric plant  .... $ 78,959,711 $ 76,146,892 
Less accumulated depreciation  28,634,065 27,065,376 
Net utility plant  .... $ 50,325,646 £ 49,081,516 

Current & Other Assets 

Cash-general  .... $ 298,610 $ 165,508 
Investments  14,196,666 13,524,100 
Temporary cash investments  0 50,480 
Accounts receivable, net  2,415,091 2,291,588 
Materials and supplies  699,413 675,567 
Prepaid and other current assets  1,344,898 1,390,444 
Total assets  .... $ 69,280,324 | $ 67,179,203 

Members’ Equity & Liabilities 

Membership fees & other capital  .... $ 551,978 $ 347,919 
Patronage capital  24,579,229 23,989,238 
Operating margins  1,344,718 2,116,679 
Non-operating margins  (3,865,962) (5,230,011) 
Long-term debt to CFC  .... $ 38,071,614 $ 36,617,110 

Current & Other Liabilities 
Accounts payable  .... $ 1,763,669 $ 1,476,601 
Accrued expenses  1,175,391 865,732 
Notes payable - line of credit  1,845,961 3,844,394 
Consumers’ deposits & prepayments  486,590 431,115 
Other non-current liabilities  3,327,136 2,720,426 
Total members’ equity and liabilities  .... $ 69,280,324 1$ 67,179,203 

Cost Components 

Power Cost 

Dist.Cost 

Fixed Cost 

S 0.06 0) 

^ 0.05 

^ 0.04 

<5 0.03 
a 
</) 0.02 
*■> 

S O.OI 
O 
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Statement of Revenue & Expense 

Operating Revenue 
Sale of electricity  
Other electric revenue  
Total operating revenue  

Operating Expenses 
Cost of power  
Operations & maintenance expenses  
Consumer accounts expense  
Customer service & information expense .. 
General office salaries & expenses  
Legal engineering & auditing services   
Insurance expenses  
Administrative & general expense  
Depreciation & amortization expense  
Taxes  
Interest expense  
Other deductions  
Total operating expense  
Operating margins  
Capital Credits  
Non-operating margins  
Income or (Loss) from Equity Investments 

Net margins (loss) for the year  

2008 
$ 25,073,406 

 361,478 
$ 25,434,884 

$ 12,702,743 
3,495,686 

580,998 
748,529 

900,154 
95,483 

127,916 
756,210 

2,390,404 
54,910 

2,268,335 
(31,202) 

$ 24.090.166 

$ 1,344,718 
643,423 
398,212 

(101,702) 

$ 2,284,651 

2007 
$ 24,583,953 

328.809 
$ 24,912,762 

$ 12,693,082 
2,599,477 

628,866 
715,779 
884,145 
105,391 
123,445 

689,024 
2,247,333 

61,531 
2,082,342 

(34,332) 

$ 22.796.083 

$ 2,116,679 
272,507 
152,267 

(409,445) 

$ 2,132,008 

Interesting Information Eastern lllini 
About Your Cooperative Services Corporation 

2008 2007 
Total value of 

electric plant  $78,959,711 $76,146,892 

Total miles of 

distribution line  4,525 4,522 

Average plant investment 

per mile  Ij 5 17,450 $ 16,839 
Members per mile of line  3.04 3.03 

Plant investment 

per member served  f| 5 5,746 $ 5,555 
Maximum monthly 

kW demand  49,502 48,617 

Average monthly electric bill 
per member  ij i 154 $ 149 

Average monthly revenue 
per mile of line  3 i 468 $ 459 

Average equity per member. 5 1 1,645 $ 1,548 

General capital 

credit retirement  3 i 305,691 $ 0 

Total taxes paid  5 i 1,120,279 $ 1,084,324 

Number of co-op trucks  28 28 

Hours of operation - 

trucks  33,705 35,551 
Total transportation costs 

- trucks  5 i 641,143 $ 613,271 

Average cost per hour 

by co-op trucks  5 i 19.02 $ 17.25 

Consolidated Statement 
of Operations   

I 2008 2007 

Sales   $2,398,826 $2,486,176 

Cost of sales  894,537 898,571 
Operating expenses  1,246,361 1,340,870 
Depreciation and amortization 122.821 146.057 
Net operating income   $ 135,107 $ 100,678 

Other Income (expense) 
Interest Income  27,300 27,534 
Income or (Loss) from 

Equity Investments  (253,881) (345,013) 
Gain (loss) on sale of 

equipment and 
other assets  0 (182,057) 

Net income (loss) before 
Minority Interest  $ (91,474) $(398,858) 

Minority Interest  $ (10,228) $ (10,587) 

Net income (loss)  $(101,702) $(409,445) 
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Family 
Activities 

^ Tethered hot air balloon 
rides 

^ Inflatable bounce house 

^ Inflatable obstacle course 

^ Basketball shooting 
contest 

^ Baseball throwing contest 

^ Bicycle giveaways 

^ Bucket truck rides 

^ Race car display 

^ Utility pole “climbing” 
pictures 

^ American flag display 
and challenge 

^ Pole'top rescue 
demonstrations 

Astern iujn 

Electric 
Cooperative 
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ELECTRIC NEWS 
IlllNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

www.eiec.coop A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

Message From The President 

Solutions For Our Future 
Energy Efficiency Becoming Energy Wise 

Energy efficiency - the buzzword of the 

late 1970s and early ’80s - has become a 

hot topic once again. The federal stimulus 

bill includes funding for making energy ef¬ 

ficiency improvements to your home, and 

there are numerous national groups dedi¬ 

cated to promoting the concept. But you 

might not know that the energy efficiency 

revolution started with a refrigerator. 

In the mid-1970s the first of a series 

of national refrigerator standards was 

created. Back then, the amount of energy 

each fridge used varied widely depending 

on the engineer who designed it and the 

amount of insulation built in. By setting 

and later boosting efficiency standards 

for manufacturers to follow, the U.S. De¬ 

partment of Energy notes the amount of 

energy a standard fridge consumes today 

has been cut by 75 percent from 1975 

— even though the size of the average 

nthis 
issue... 

mal Meeting Recap 16b-c 

md Member Meetings I6d 

fridge has grown from 18 cubic feet to 22 

cubic feet. 

As a result, the amount of energy we’re 

saving by using current efficient commer¬ 

cial and residential refrigerator models 

(versus those from the 1970s) equals more 

than all of the renewable energy produced 

in America today, excluding hydropower. 

You see, energy efficiency isn’t about wear¬ 

ing sweaters or cutting back on your daily 

activities — it’s all about being wise with 

the power you use. And the smarter we 

are about our power use right now, the less 

power we’ll need in the future. 

The U.S. Energy7 Information Admin¬ 

istration stresses that because of efficiency 

measures, energy productivity — the 

impact we get from every7 kilowatt-hour 

used — is rising by 0.9 percent a year. 

By turning to energy7 efficiency to pull 

more productivity out of the electricity 

we require, the United States can reduce 

its demand growth from 2.1 percent each 

year to 0.5 percent, according to a 2009 

McKinsey Global Institute study. 

Electric cooperatives like Eastern Illini 

are doing our part to help you get the most 

out of each kilowatt-hour you consume. 

Across the nation, 92 percent of electric 

cooperatives, including Eastern Illini, offer 

energy efficiency programs for members. 

It’s part of our commitment to providing 

you with reliable and affordable power in 

an environmentally responsible fashion. 

As you’ve probably heard, government 

action to address climate change will in¬ 

crease electric bills; the size of this impact 

on your pocketbook has yet to be decided. 

When it comes to meeting our nation’s 

energy challenges, electric co-ops are of¬ 

fering elected officials our experience on 

how to make affordable choices on behalf 

of consumers. But we need your help. 

Through the Our Energy, Our Future ™ 
grassroots awareness campaign, hundreds 

of thousands of electric cooperative 

members like you have sent more than 

1.7 million messages to Congress, asking 

lawmakers to focus on the interconnected 

issues of making sure we have enough 

generation to satisfy growing demand, 

developing new low-emissions technolo¬ 

gies, and keeping electric bills affordable 

when shaping energy7 and climate change 

policy7. 

Get involved in this campaign by ask¬ 

ing your U.S. representative and senators 

on Capitol Hill this important new ques¬ 

tion: Are you willing to work with electric 

cooperatives like Eastern Illini to ensure 

our nation has reliable power at a price 

consumers can afford? 

To learn how to begin a dialogue, visit 

www.ourenergy.coop today. 
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Record Attendance Highlights 22nd 
Annual Meeting 

The Prairie States Generating Facility in Lively Grove, 

III., is progressing nicely, and is scheduled to begin opera- 

tions in 2011. Eastern Illini has a partial stake in the plant 
through our wholesale power supplier, Prairie Power, Inc. 

The plant will cover about two-thirds of Eastern Illini’s 

base load generation. The remaining one-third of the 

required base load power supply has not yet been com¬ 

mitted, hut the cooperative is continuing to look at ways 

to diversify our future energy portfolio to protect against 

future cost increases. 

From Dec. 19 to Dec. 24, we were hit with two of our 

worst ice storms in the last 20 years. More than 10,000 

members lost power during the multiple outages. Fleavy 

winds and extremely cold weather slowed the restoration 

process. We are very proud of the way our employees - and 

the line workers from other cooperatives - worked so dili¬ 

gently to the get power restored as quickly as possible. 

The financial report was submitted by Treasurer Her¬ 

bert L. Aden of Newman. In 2008, EIEC’s total operating 

revenue was increased by $522,122 compared to 2007. 

Net margins for 2008 were up $152,643 to $2,284,651. 

The net utility plant value is $50,325,646 and total assets 

are $69,280,324. 

have on our members. 

•m ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

A$25 bill credit and record crowds highlighted Eastern 

Illini’s 22nd Annual Meeting held Thursday, June 11, 

at the cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton. 
Eight hundred and seventy-six members attended the 

meeting, smashing the previous attendance mark of just 

under 600 members. Other meeting highlights included 

a carnival like atmosphere with food, fun, contests and 

games for kids of all ages, and Energy Wise seminars de¬ 

signed to show members how they could help control their 

energy costs through simple energy efficiency measures. 

The co-op provided dinner to members and offered 

many prizes to attendees, including a $500 grand prize and 

five $100 gift certificates to be used towards the purchase 

of a child’s bicycle. 

During the meeting, members re-elected Bruce Ristow 

of Cissna Park, Brad Ludwig of Fithian, Herb Aden of 

Newman and Steve Meenen of Melvin to the Eastern 

Illini Board of Directors. 

Several key topics were discussed during the business 

meeting. 

Pending federal climate change legislation will cause 

electric rates to rise. The extent of the tax, and when it 

will actually take place, are still up in the air. Eastern Illini 

is working with politicians, both at the state and federal 

level, to minimize the negative effects this legislation will 

61 
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Attend Eastern mini’s 
Member Meetings 

JULY 7 
FORREST 

Forrest Library 
301 W James Street 
The library is 2 blocks west of Route 

47 on James Street. 

JULY 14 
SIDNEY 

Sidney United Church 
501 E. Main Street 
The church is located at the cor¬ 
ner of Longview-Sidney road, and 
Homer-Sidney road. 

JULY 21 
WATSEKA 

AUGUST 4 
TUSCOLA 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Trinity Church 
1658 E Walnut 
The church is located near the 
corner of Route 24 and Route 1, 
on the east side of Watseka. 

Tuscola First Christian Church 
100 Church Street 
The church is located 1/2 mile 
south of Route 36 on Egyptian 
Trail Road. 

All of the meetings will feature a 
full, complimentary breakfast, and 
will begin at 7 a.m. 

▼ As a continuation of the informa¬ 
tion presented at our recent An¬ 

nual Meeting, Eastern Illini is hosting 
a series of member meetings in July 
and August. Some of the items on 
the agenda are: 

■ The current energy landscape 
■ Pending carbon legislation 
■ Future power supply 
■ Offering tips to become more 

Energy Wise. 

Learn how to 
become Energy 

Wise! \ 



Making Electricity Clean 
Keeping it Affordable 

It’s been a long, hot summer in 

Washington, D.C. 

For months, Congress has haggled 

over details of climate change legis¬ 

lation meant to curb carbon dioxide 

emissions from sources like cars, 

factories, and power plants. The inner- 

workings of the plan are complex, 

but one thing comes through clear: 

trimming carbon dioxide emissions 

will be challenging and expensive. 

Developing climate change policy 

will alter the way we think about 

electricity, plain and simple. Electric 

co-ops are working to make sure these 

new policies are fair to everyone, 

while minimizing the impact on your 

electric bill. And we’re already making 

investments in energy efficiency 

and renewable, “clean and green” 

generation as a part of these efforts. 

Electric cooperatives are no strangers 

to renewable energy. Across the nation, 

co-ops are developing innovative ways 

this 
issue... 

p Connections Card 16b 

Progress Show 16c 

Safety 16d 

to generate electricity from renewable 

sources, and developing technology to 

reduce carbon dioxide emissions from 

traditional fossil fuels like coal and 

natural gas. 

In North Dakota, Basin Electric 

Power Cooperative, a wholesale 

power supplier to co-ops in nine states, 

plans to separate carbon dioxide gas 

from smokestack 

emissions at a coal- 

fired power plant, 

pump it into un¬ 

derground cavities, 

and in theory keep 

it there forever. 

When the carbon 

capture and stor¬ 

age facility goes online in 2012, 1 

million tons of carbon dioxide will be 

removed in this fashion. 

In Indiana, Wabash Valley Power 

Association, a wholesale power sup¬ 

plier for 28 electric co-ops in five 

states, converts coal into a clean¬ 

burning synthetic gas stripped of pol¬ 

luting sulfur compounds and mercury, 

which it then burns to generate 

electricity. Carbon dioxide emissions 

from the process are 20 percent lower 

than those produced by a traditional 

coal-fired power plant. 

And renewable sources of power, 

which account for 11 percent of all 

co-op electricity, are as unique and 

varied as the co-ops using them. In 

the Southeast, biomass generation- 

using everything from peanut shells to 

chicken waste to make electricity—shows 

great potential. The Northwest remains 

awash in hydro and wave power; the 

Midwest boasts lots of wind; and the 

Southwest sees so few cloudy days that 

solar power becomes an easy sell. 

Of course, the cheapest and 

cleanest power remains the power 

that’s never generated. As a result, 

energy efficiency education remains 

at the forefront of Eastern Illini’s 

efforts to help 

you control costs. 

Whether it is a free 

walkthrough, an 

energy efficiency 

kit, a simple dis¬ 

cussion about ef¬ 

ficient heating and 

cooling systems, 

or a full-fledged energy audit and 

infrared picture analysis, Eastern Mini 

offers the tips and tools to help you 

manage your energy use to help you 

live Energy Wise. Contact us at 800- 

824-5102 or info@eiec.coop for more 

information on these programs. 

Electric co-ops are hard at work 

keeping electricity reliable, safe, and 

affordable—and we can produce it 

cleaner, too. But we need Congress 

to make sure electric bills stay 

affordable. Through the Our Energy, 

Our Future™ grassroots campaign, 

you can help out in this effort by 

asking your U.S. representative and 

senators to work with co-ops on 

affordability concerns as they hash 

out climate change legislation. Please 

join the conversation today by visiting 

www.ourenergy.coop. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • August 2009 

"Eastern Mini offers the 
tips and tools to help you 

manage your energy use to 
help you live Energy Wise." 
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Co-op Connections Card offers 
great savings for members 

Eastern Illini launched the Co-op Connections Card in 

2007 as a value-added benefit of being a member of the 
cooperative. Over 100 local and national businesses are 
currently participating in the program, offering savings 
on everything from auto repairs and pizza to prescriptions 
and photography. 

Now in 2009, two new programs are being launched, 
along with the existing pharmacy discount program, 
to increase the value of your cooperative membership. 
Through the Co-op Connections Card program, Eastern 
Illini is now able to offer significant savings on a Dental, 
Vision and Hearing program, and also to offer coupons for 
savings on everyday products you purchase at the grocery 
store. 

Dental, Vision & Hearing Program 
Through the new Dental, Vision and Hearing Program, 

members will be able to save 15 
percent to 50 percent on denta 
services at thousands of par¬ 
ticipating Aetna dental offices 
nationwide; 10 percent to 60 
percent savings on eye exams, 
eyeglasses, contact lenses, even 
LASIK surgery; and 15 percent 
to 50 percent discounts on hear¬ 
ing aids and hearing care products, along with a free 
hearing screening. 

Similar discount benefit programs can be found 
for as much as $5.50 to $9.50 per month. The special 
pricing available to co-op members through the Co-op 
Connections program is onlv $4.25 per month, or $50 per 
year, for the entire family. Cooperative members receive 
huge savings on the monthly membership price, but an 
even bigger savings at the dentist’s office, optical stores and 
more. 

“In these financially challenging times, we wanted 
to offer a program to help our members save money on 
costly health care products and services,” said Eastern Illini 
President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. “This is just one 
more way you can benefit from being a co-op member.” 

Cooperative members who sign up through 
www.connections.coop for the Dental, Vision & Hearing 
Savings program will receive a membership guide booklet 
and discount card from Cooperative Healthy Savings to 
present at participating dentists, as well as vision and 
hearing care professionals to receive instant discounts that 
can add up to significant savings. 

Aetna Dental Access®, a respected leader in the health 
care industry for decades, provides the dental network. 

Eastern mini 
ELectric 

# Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy. Cooperative 

The discount vision network includes top national optical 
chains such as Lens Crafters, Pearle Vision and JCPenney 
Optical. Plus, the hearing aid program offers discounts at 
Beltone locations as well as mail order products. 

Coupons for grocery Items now available on-line 
To help you save on every 

grocery items - things like 
Kraft Macaroni & Cheese, 
Keebler Pecan Sandies, Crys¬ 
tal Light drink mixes - vis¬ 
it the Co-op Connections 
Card website at www. 
connections.coop. Click 
on the Coupon button, and 
there you’ll find a wide variety of 
on-line coupons that you can print off to use at the grocery 
store of your choosing. Coupons are updated daily, so check 
back often to get new coupons! You’ll even find savings for 
kid-friendly activities, such as Chuck E. Cheese’s. 

Pharmacy Discounts 
Every month, members 

using their Eastern Illini Co-op 
Connections Card at area phar¬ 
macies are saving money on their 
prescription drug costs. To date, 
Eastern Illini members have saved 
over $50,000! The program can 
save members between 10 percent 
and 60 percent on prescriptions 
at over 56,000 pharmacies nationwide, including 
CVS, Walgreens, Wal-Mart and more. To maximize the 
benef its of the discount pharmacy program, here are some 
tips on how to use the program: 

Find a pharmacy near you by calling Member Services 
at 800-800-7616, Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING * www.icl.coop 



CST and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CST. You can also visit 

the benefit Web site atwwwdocateproviders.com. Use code 

‘22203’ as the group number under the “Groups” login 

section. Next enter your zip code and the recommended 

mile radius of 100 to search for providers near you. 

Please do not call your local pharmacy for price quotes. 

Prices may change from day to day and they cannot be given 

over the telephone. To look up drug prices by location visit 

www.rxpricequotes.com. At www.rxpricequotes.com, you 

will also find answers to frequently asked questions, savings 

examples, a list of participating chains and a Drug Pricing 

Lookup tool. The Drug Pricing Lookup tool allows you 

to find the cost of your medications before you visit the 

pharmacy and look up participating locations near you. 

Present your Co-op Connections Card along with your 

prescriptions to the pharmacist. The pharmacy computer 

system will compare our contracted discount price with the 

pharmacy’s retail price when the prescription is processed. 

You pay the lower of the two prices directly to the pharmacy 

at the point of sale. 

If your pharmacy happens to be selling any maintenance 

medications prescribed to treat on-going ailments, such as 

high blood pressure and arthritis, for less than the con¬ 

tracted price, you will receive the pharmacy’s best price. 

Pharmacy discounts are not insurance and are not 

intended as a substitute for insurance. The discount is 

only available at participating pharmacies. 

If you have questions about the Co-op Connections 

Card program, or need a new card, please contact Eastern 

Illini at 800-824-5102 or info@eiec.coop. 

Visit us at the 
Farm Progress Show in Decatur 

Visit the Touchstone Energy booth 

in the Varied Industries Tent at this 

year’s Farm Progress Show September 1, 

2 and 3 in Decatur, 111. to learn how you 

can make Energy Wise choices with your 

utility bills. 

Eastern Illini members that visit the 

Touchstone Energy booth and present 

their Co-op Connections card will receive 

a special gift. If you don’t have your Co-op 

Connections card, contact us at 800-824- 

5102, or at info@eiec.coop. 

The Illinois Touchstone Energy 

Cooperatives along with the Energy 

Education Council and SafeElectricity. 

org will also be sponsoring the Live Line 

Demo, an electrical safety demonstration 

featuring 7,200 volts of electricity! Great 

for kids and adults, it’s an experience your 

family won’t wTant to miss. Kyle Finley - a 

former Eastern Illini lineman - will have 

his Live Line Demo just outside the 

Varied Industries Tent. Visit www.live 

linedemo.com for more information. 

The Touchstone Energy Hot Air 

Balloon will also be making an appearance 

flying the American flag as part of the 

opening ceremonies each morning of the 

show. Weather permitting, the balloon 

will also do late afternoon flights. 

For more information about the 2009 

Farm Progress Show, check out Prairie 

Farmer Magazine, or visit the Web site 

w'wvv. farmprogressshow.com. 

You don’t want to miss the heat, 
sparks, arcs and explosions at 
the 2009 Farm Progress Show! 

Visit the 
Touchstone Energy 

Exhibit in the 
Varied Industries Tent 

Live Line Demos 
£ Daily 

Junior Lot #450 

LIVE LINE DEMO IS SPONSORED BY THE FOLLOWING 

Energy Education Council 

www.EnergyEdCouncil.org 

lectricitv® Touchstone Energy' Iwwll IVliy Cooperatives 

www.SafeElectricity.org www.tsesavers.coop 
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Watch Out for Electrical 
Hazards on the Farm 

By Chris Grammes 

Those who live on a farm know that not only is it hard work, but it can be dangerous, too. Each year, farmers are 
electrocuted when large farm machinery comes into contact with overhead power lines. 
Often, the situation occurs because a newer, bigger piece of equipment no longer clears a line the way a smaller one 

did. In addition, shifting soil may also affect whether or not machinery avoids power lines from year to year. 
The following tips will help keep everyone on a farm safe: 
• Look over work areas carefully for overhead 

power lines and utility poles. 
• Make sure you have ample clearance when mov¬ 

ing large machinery such as combines, grain 
augers, pickers, bailers, and front-end loaders. 
Do this every year as equipment sizes or soil 
conditions may change. 

• Store large equipment properly if near or under 
power lines. When planning new construction, 
factor in existing power lines. 

• Be extra careful when working around trees and 
brush; they often make it difficult to see power 
lines. 

• Train all farm workers to keep an eye out for 
overhead power lines. 

Sources: Safe Electricity wicw.safeelectricity.org; 

National Ag Safety Database 

Chris Grammes writes on safety issues for the National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington, Va.-based 

service arm of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not- 

for-profit electric cooperatives. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Be certain of ample overhead power line clearance when working with large machinery, such as 
this sugar cane harvester in Bunkie, La. 
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Message The President 

Reality Check: 
Climate Change Must be Fair, 
Affordable, and Achievable 

We need your help. As Congress 
debates climate change this fall, 

our voices must drown out special 
interests and businesses interested in 
turning a profit. We’ve got to send 
Congress a reality check. 

Since early this year, Congress has 
considered a cap-and-trade system to 
address climate change concerns. This 
system focuses on reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions from power plants, 
vehicles, and factories — essentially, im¬ 
pacting all sectors of the economy. As 

nthis 
issue... 
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Congress acts on climate change they 
will be directly responsible for raising 
our electric bills. But by how much? 

Electric co-ops like Eastern Illini 
feel it’s important for Congress to 
keep three things in mind regarding 
climate change. We know rates will go 
up as a result of any action Congress 
takes, but any bill should be fair, tak¬ 
ing into account regional differences 
in how electricity is produced. Some 
states have more low-carbon resources 
(such as wind or hydro) available than 
others, but we’re all in this boat to¬ 
gether. One part of the country should 
not benefit at another’s expense. 

Next, we’ve got to keep electric¬ 
ity affordable for all Americans. We 
alreaciy have members in Illinois who 
barely manage to pay their monthly 
electric bills, or must choose between 
paying for medications and keeping 
the lights on. Even a small increase 
will be a hardship beyond measure for 
these folks. 

Finally, the goals Congress sets 
must be achievable. Climate change 
policy7 must be realistic and in sync with 
technology to ensure long-term success. 
Otherwise we’re doomed to fail. 

Eastern Illini and others across 
the nation have been working hard to 
make sure these concerns are raised — 
and we need your help. 

More than 377,000 co-op mem¬ 
bers like you across the nation have 
joined the Our Energy, Our Future™ 
grassroots campaign, demanding 
that elected officials keep consumer 
interests in mind. Their voices had 
a major impact this summer, as the 
U.S. House passed a climate change 
bill that included more than $3 billion 
in rate relief for co-op consumers from 
initial proposals. Still, that bill tell far 
short of being fair to consumers. The 
climate change debate now moves to 
the U.S. Senate. We have an opportu¬ 
nity there to make more improvements 
— and you can impact the outcome. 

Your senators as well as members 
of the U.S. House need a reality check 
from you, their constituents. Visit www. 
ourenergy.coop today to send a message 
about the need for fair, affordable, and 
achievable climate change legislation. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • September 2009 
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Call it 

Conservative 
Economical 

Efficient 
Prudent 
Sparing 
Thrifty 
Frugal 
Stingy 

  ——  

Use it, and people will call you brilliant. 

No matter what you call it, the Co-op Connections Card will save you money 

on goods and services of all kinds. Just take it with you wherever you go. Pull it 

out anywhere you see a Co-op Connections sticker. And say hello to the savings. 

The card is yours. The savings are yours. All because you’re a member of a Touchstone Energy cooperative. 

And we’re always looking out for you. To learn more, visit www.eiec.coop. 

Looking out for you. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



Power Cost Adjustment (PCA) 
Offers Bill Credit 

You’ve probably seen the PCA line 
item on your monthly electric bill. 

The power cost adjustment (PCA) 
charge is a mystery to some - one that 
we’ll unravel here. 

There are two major costs associ¬ 
ated with getting electricity to your 
home. There’s the cost to install the 
distribution poles, substations and 
wires, and keep all of that in good 
working order. These costs are a bit 
more predictable and are mostly cap¬ 
tured in your monthly facility charge. 
And then there’s the cost to make and 
deliver the electricity. The majority 
of these costs are 
included in your 
kWh rate. Each 
month, though, 
the actual cost to 
produce electricity 
fluctuates based 
on current market 
conditions. This 
is where the PCA 
comes in to play. Each month, the 
PCA covers the difference between 
Eastern Illini’s wholesale power rates 
and that month’s actual power costs. 

Up until 2009, the PCA had always 
been an additional charge on your 
monthly electric bill. That is, the ac¬ 
tual monthly cost for power exceeded 
what we had built into the kWh rate. 

Our costs are actually a 

bit lower than we had 

anticipated, so we are 

passing those savings 

right on to you!! 
The main reason for 
that was a dramatic 
increase in the costs 
associated with generat¬ 

ing electricity1. 
When we updated our rates in 

January of 2009, we anticipated those 
costs would continue to rise. Luckily, 
though, the costs stabilized a bit. If 
you look at the PCA line item on 
your electric bill now, you will see it 
as bill credit. Our costs are actually 
a bit lower than we had anticipated, 

so we are passing those savings right 
on to you!! 

Eastern Illini President/CEO Dave 
Champion noted, “We are happy to 
be able to pass these savings right on 
to our members. In fact, we anticipate 
the credits continuing for the rest of 
the year.” 

If you have any questions about 
your bill, please visit our Web site at 
www.eiec.coop, contact us via email 
at info@eiec.coop, or give us a call at 
800-824-5102. / 

/ x 
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WE NEED 
YOUR HEL Our Energy, Our Future 

A Dialogue With America 

Senators are 
drafting climate 
change legislation 
NOW, and you can 
impact the outcome, 

Your voice counts. Earlier this year, consumers 
and electric cooperatives worked together to bring 

co-op concerns to the forefront of the U.S. House of 
Representatives’ climate change debate. As a result the 
House revised its climate change bill, H.R. 2454, resulting 
in significant rate relief for electric co-op consumers 
compared to the measure first introduced. Co-ops are still 
concerned with parts of the bill and it’s far from perfect, but 
it’s a step in the right direction. 

As climate change legislation works through the U.S. 
Senate, there are three keys things senators must keep in 
mind: Keeping the bill fair, affordable, and achievable. 

Mi' 
UBPP C 

Climate change 
legislation should be: 

Ef Fair 
Gj Affordable 

Achievable 

FAIR: Legislation should recognize regional 
differences in how electricity is produced. It 

"appears cap-and-trade—a system setting limits, 
or caps, on the amount of greenhouse gas emissions 
from power plants and other sources—will be part of 
legislation. Where you live and how your state produces 
power could impact how much money Congress adds to 
your utility bills. Congress needs to keep things fair; no 
one should be penalized and pay more for climate change 
because of where they live. 

AFFORDABLE: Any climate change plan 
must keep electricity affordable for all Americans. 

:stimates vary on how much climate change 
legislation could add to your monthly electricity bills. 
Since electricity is used to make most products, prices 
in general will likely rise. Congress must keep costs 
to consumers in mind as they debate these proposals. 

EJ ACHIEVABLE: Climate change goals 
must be realistic and in sync with technology 

tcTensure long-term success. Otherwise 
they’re doomed to fail. 

► Go to www.ourenergy.coop to make your voice heard. 

m> ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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2009 Farm Progress Show 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 
along with 12 other Illinois cooper¬ 

atives, participated in the 2009 Farm 
Progress Show by hosting a Touch¬ 
stone Energy booth at the event, held 
Sept. 1-3 in Decatur, Illinois. 

The booth focused on energy 
efficiency, and how co-op members 
can save money by making energy- 
wise choices in their home. The 
centerpiece of the exhibit was the 
“Energy Efficiency Wall.” This 20- 
foot structure goes behind the scenes 
in building construction to show visi¬ 
tors - first hand - what should and 
shouldn’t be done when building a 
home, or updating an existing one. 

The group also sponsored the 
Touchstone Energy Hot Air Balloon 
Team, which presented the Ameri¬ 
can Flag by flying it over the show 
each morning during the national 
anthem. The balloon was piloted 
by Dave Champion, Eastern Illini’s 
President/CEO. 
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Caulk and seal 
leaky windows. 

If attic floor joists 
are visible you need 

more Insulation. 

Insulation should not 
block soffit vents. 

Reduce d 
with gaJ 

behlJ 
outlet c 

Turn off lights, 
TV, etc. when 

not In use. 

Have a professional 
find all your air leaks 

with a blower door test, 

Change system 
filters monthly. 

Weatherstrip 
exterior doors, 

Insulated or 
solid doors 

are best. 

Don’t block HVAC 
registers or returns. 

Inspect ductwork 
for leaks. Seal with 

a mastic paste. 

Cover exposed ground 
with a vapor barrier. 

Have your HVAC system 
routinely checked by 

a qualified technician. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Gill You 
The hotti 
your att 
gets, th< 

harder It 





Y
our C

on
n

ection
 to P

ow
erfu

l S
olu

tion
s
 
•
 Y

our C
on

n
ection

 to P
ow

erfu
l S

olu
tion

s
 
•
 Y

our C
on

n
ection

 to P
ow

erfu
l S

olu
tion

s 

All it took was a tube of caulk and half an afternoon. Now, I’m saving $212 a 
year by sealing a few cracks around the house. What can you do? Find out how 

the little changes add up atTogetherWeSave.com. 

^ Eastern ILLini 
Electric 

Cooperative 

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM 

Need Help Paying Your Bill? 
You may be eligible for low income energy assistance 

and Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s Neighbor to Neighbor program. 
Contact your local LIHEAP Agency for available programs at 

www.liheapillinois.com. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ' www.icl.coop 



Seven 2010 IEC Memorial 
Scholarships Available 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

President/CEO Wm. David Cham¬ 

pion, Jr. has announced that for the 

fifteenth consecutive year the Illinois 

electric cooperatives will award academic 

scholarships to high school seniors. 

Seven scholarships of $1,250 each 

will be awarded in 2010 to eligible high 

school seniors through the Thomas 

H. Moore Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

eratives (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 

Program. 

Four scholarships will be awarded 

to students who are the sons or daugh¬ 

ters of an Illinois electric cooperative 

member receiving service from the 

cooperative. A fifth scholarship, the 

Earl W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, 

will be awarded to a student who is the 

son or daughter of an Illinois electric 

cooperative employee. The sixth and 

seventh scholarships are reserved for 

students enrolling full-time at a two- 

year Illinois community college who 

ether We Save I6b-c 

UAlity Solutions 16d 

are the sons or daughters of Illinois 

electric cooperative members, employ¬ 

ees or directors. 

“We hope to assist electric coopera¬ 

tive youth while honoring past rural 

electric leaders with this scholarship,” 

says President/CEO Champion. 

“Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

and the other Illinois electric coopera¬ 

tives are always seeking ways to make 

a difference in our communities. One 

of the best ways we can do that is by 

helping our youth through programs 

like this one.” 

Candidates are judged on the 

basis of grade point average, college 

entrance exam scores, work and vol¬ 

unteer experience, school and civic 

activities, and a short essay that dem¬ 

onstrates their knowledge of electric 

cooperatives. 

For more information, complete 

rules, and an application, please 

contact Debbie Laird at Eastern Illini 

Electric Cooperative at 800-824-5102 

or debl@eiec.org. You can also visit 

www.eiec.coop or ask your high school 

guidance counselor. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING November 2009 
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Message From The President 

TOTAL SAVED: $0.0t 

| Copyright © 2009 Touehston* Entrgy® All rights f*» 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

Touchstone Energy* TOGETHERWESAVE $ 
Cooperatives 

Add Up Your Savings Share Your Story Watch and Learn Energy Savings Forum Log In Energy Saving Applications Contact Us 

What can you do? 

Install Cas 

Adjust the binds 

Adjust your water heater 

Turn off the lights 

Pul the plug 

Add insulation 

Adjust your thermostat 

Upgrade washing machine 

Seal the cracks 

Upgrade your KVAC 

Upgrade your refrigerator 

Together We Save 
Ever wondered how much you could 

save with a new Energy Star heating 
system or increased attic insulation? 
It’s easy to explore your savings po¬ 
tential thanks to a new electric coop¬ 
erative website, www.TogetherWeSave. 
com. On the site you’ll find more than 
a dozen informative energy-saving 
videos. Several include complete do- 
it-yourself instructions. 

Both fun and informative, the 
virtual home tour allows visitors to 
choose a variety of energy reducing 
strategies while an online calculator 
tabulates overall savings. 



Eastern IlLini 
ELectric 

Cooperative 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM 

There was money hiding in my attic. Not anymore. I’m saving $240 

a year just by adding insulation. What can you do? Find out how the 

little changes add up at TogetherWeSave.com. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING November 2009 
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Local Co-op Earns 
National Certification 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
Chairman of the Board Harold Loy, 

from Beaverville, recently achieved the 
Board Leadership certification from the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 
sociation (NRECA). Loy, pictured on 
the right, received his certificate from 
fellow board member Marion Chesnut 
at the Sept. 29 board meeting. 

Today’s electric utility environment 
imposes new demands on electric 
cooperative directors, particularly 
increased knowledge of changes in 
the electric utility business, new gover¬ 
nance skills and a working knowledge 
of the cooperative principles. Eastern 
Illini has a commitment to work 
through the NRECA to sharpen this 
body of knowledge for the benefit of 
their electric cooperative members. 

The NRECA Credentialed Coop¬ 
erative Director, or CCD, program 
requires attendance and demonstrated 
understanding of the basic competen¬ 
cies contained in five core courses: 

• Director Duties and Liabilities 
• Understanding the Electric Business 

U.S,NeviS 

• Board Roles and Relationships 
• Strategic Planning 
• Financial Decision Making 

The NRECA Board Leadership 
certificate recognizes individuals who 
continue their professional develop¬ 

ment after becoming a Credentialed 
Cooperative Director. Loy completed 
his CCD certification in 1999. Directors 
who have attained the Board Leadership 
certificate have completed 10 credits in 
advanced, issues-oriented courses. 

PUT YOUR WATER SYSTEM ON A 
LOW-SALT DIET. 

Introducing Aqualify's 
Proven and Effective "No Salt/Salt Savings" Solution 

for the Removal of Iron (rust), H2S (rotten egg smell) and Hardness from Your Water Supply 

NO SALT SOLUTION 
An Iron Curtain™ system effectively removes iron and other 
unwanted elements from your water supply. 

REDUCED SALT SOLUTION 
The ProMate 6™ system is a proven and effective method to reduce 
salt consumption - saving up to 20% annually on the purchase of salt. 

Water softened with these two systems not only saves you money but is 
better for the environment by... 

t water heaters use up to 30% less energy 
t use less detergents which is better for the environment 
i appliances last twice as long reducing landfill waste 
t decreases salt consumption 
i saves on your overall energy bill 

NOW. for a limited time. SAVE $100 when you install or upgrade your water softener with 1-866-4WATER1 
either of these systems. Call Aquality Solutions today to schedule a FREE consultation. www.4WATERl .com 

CONSUMER TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHY OTHER "NO SALT" SYSTEMS RESULTS ARE INCONCLUSIVE AND HOW THEY COMPARE TO THE 

A|_ERT! IRON CURTAIN AND PROMATE 6, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www. 4waferl .com/artides/nosalt AN ^ 5CHIpPEBTSERVICE 

PLUS FOR A LIMITED TIME GET $100 .00 
OFF 

An Installed Iron Curtain1" Filtration System or 
the ProMate 6 " Reduced-Salt Water Softener 
PLUS, Low Finance Payments with 1 Year Same as Cash 

OFFER EFFECTIVE UNTIL MARCH 31,2010 

AQUALITY 
SOLUTIONS, INC. 
The Clear Choice for Quality Water 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



ELECTRIC NEWS 

ILUNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

www.eiec.coop A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

Eastern mini Electric Cooperative 
2010 “Youth to Washington” Scholarship 

Official Rules 
• Two high school seniors will each 

receive a $1,000 scholarship and a 

weeklong, all expenses paid trip to 

Washington, D.C. in June 2010. 

• Applicants must he sons or daugh¬ 

ters of Eastern Illini Electric Coop¬ 

erative members. (Immediate family 

members of employees and directors 

of Eastern Illini are not eligible.) 

• Applicants must be high school 

• Scholarships may be used for 

educational costs for an undergradu¬ 

ate course of study at an accredited 

two-year or four-year college or uni¬ 

versity, including vocational/techni¬ 

cal schools. 

this 
issue... 

Connections Card Savings.... 16b 

rship Application 16c 

280!! 16d 

• Scholarship winners will be ex¬ 
pected to be “full time” students (at 

least 12 hours). Winners must submit 

evidence that they are enrolled as full 

time students before receiving the 

$1,000 disbursements. 

• Scholarships must be used within 12 

months of high school graduation, are 

for one year and are not renewable. 

• Scholarships will be awarded based 

on grade point average, college entrance 

test scores, work, and volunteer experi¬ 

ence, participation in school and com¬ 

munity activities, biographical statement 

and knowledge of electric cooperatives 
as demonstrated by a short essay. 

• Deadline for receipt of completed 

applications is February 1, 2010. 

• The “Youth to Washington” Schol¬ 

arship Committee will select the 

• Scholarship winners will be notified 

by March 1, 2010. 

For more information contact Deb¬ 

bie Laird at (800) 824-5102, or visit our 

Web site at www.eiec.coop. 

See page 16c for a scholarship application 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • December 2009 
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WHAT’S SMALLER THAN A BREADBOX, FITS 
IN A BILLFOLD OR ON A KEYCHAIN AND 

WILL HELP YOU BUY MORE WITH LESS THIS 
HOLIDAY SHOPPING SEASON? 

If you guessed the Touchstone Energy Co-op Connections Card, provided free 
by Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative, you're right! 

Visit Eastern mini's Web site at www.eiec.org to see local savings and offers, and 
visit www.connections.coop to see thousands of national deals, including prescrip¬ 
tions and special holiday offers. 

You and Santa will be saying "ho ho ho" all the way to the bank! 

‘Sfte o^ccs (4 Saste/m SlPAni Qkctidc Coopenatwe w'M he 

cdosed on (Deo. 24 and 25 in obmvanee of) Ctetmas and ^ec. 

31 and Jan. 1, 2010 $on eAlew OJea/i’s. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coap 61 



Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
2010 “Youth to Washington” Scholarship Application 

Name  

Address   

Home Telephone Number ( )  Cell Phone Number ( )  

E-mail Address Date of Birth   

Name of Parent or Guardian  

High School Attended Counselor’s Name  

H.S. Grade Point Average (100 Point Scale) 
(e.g. if your school uses a 4 point scale, multiply your GPA by 25; if your school uses a 5 point scale, multiply your GPA by 20.) 

Most Recent S.A.T. and/or A.C.T. Score -  

S.A.T. A.C.T. 
Work and Volunteer Experience 

List positions held, for what time period, and whether volunteer or for pay. 

Participation in School and Community Activities 

List activities (both school and non-school) in which you have participated. 

Organization or Activity No. Years Offices Held 

Biographical Statement 

Write a brief biographical statement that includes your educational goals, financial needs and other pertinent infor¬ 

mation about yourself that you feel is important. The biographical statement should be typewritten, double-spaced, and 

attached to the application. 

Knowledge of Electric Cooperatives 

Submit an essay of 500 words or less in your own words concerning the organization and services of Electric Co¬ 

operatives and your relationship or involvement in the activities and/or operations. The essay should be typewritten, 

double-spaced, and attached to the application. 

Statement of Applicant and Parent or Guardian 

We have examined this application, including accompanying submissions, and to the best of our knowledge and 

belief, it is true, correct and complete. 

Date: Signed: Signed: 

(Applicant) (Parent or Guardian) 

The deadline for receipt of completed applications and required submissions is February 1, 2010. 

Mail applications to: Debbie Laird * EIEC * PO BOX 96 * Paxton, IL 60957 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • December 2009 
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FEELS BETTER AROUND 
THE HOUSE SINCE I SET OU 
THERMOSTAT TO CHEAP. 

We’re gone most of the day. Didn’t make sense to keep an empty house 

comfortable. But now when we get home, it’s ready. I’m saving $280 a 

year just by programming a thermostat. What can you do? Find out how 

the little changes add up at TogetherWeSave.com. 

Eastern II 
Electril 

Cooperat- 

A Touchstone Energy® Coopei 

TOGETHERWESAVE.I 
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