
from the 
Manager 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

Automatic Meter Reading 
The New Year is here, which can 

mean a time for change. So I’d like 
to discuss a change that is coming to 
WIEC that we are very excited about. It 
is Automatic Meter Reading or AMR. 

AMR will allow all electric meters to 
have two-way communications with the 
office using existing power 
lines. This will be a great 
benefit to our members as 
well as the cooperative. This 
means all meters can be read 
on one given day, giving our 
members a more consistent 
billing cycle. Hopefully, the 
days of a 24 or 3 2-day bill 
cycle will be a thing of the 
past. With this new technol¬ 
ogy, we will also be able to 
monitor each member’s usage 
by the day or hour to help 
solve high usage mysteries or intermit¬ 
tent blinks. 

For the cooperative, the AMR sys¬ 
tem will save our employees many hours 
and miles while improving customer 
service and system reliability. We will 
not have to manually enter all readings 
onto the computer. We will no longer 
have to send an area serviceman out 
any time a meter needs to be read due 
to a member moving in or moving out. 
AMR can even detect stopped meters 
and any meter tampering that would 
help prevent the theft of electricity. 

We will have the ability to remotely 
reconnect or disconnect electricity at 
the meter. With AMR, we will be able 
to tell if a location has an outage and 
if the cause is on the co-op’s side of the 
meter. This is very helpful for seldom- 
used locations such as grain bins, cab¬ 

ins or campsites. This way 
we (6820-45) can get the 
power restored before the 
member actually needs 
the service. 

However, there is a big 
drawback to AMR. We will 
lose our area meter readers. 
Since 1977, they have been 
our trouble shooters - the 
eyes and ears for the co-op. 
They have notified us of 
many problems or poten¬ 
tial problems and saved us 

outage calls. We will miss them and I 
thank all meter readers, past and pres¬ 
ent, for their accuracy and dedication. 

Our current timetable for this proj¬ 
ect is to begin in February and hope to 
have it fully implemented by Septem¬ 
ber 1, 2008. Equipment will need to be 
placed at each substation and all meters 
will need to be replaced with digital 
ones equipped with the necessary com¬ 
munication modules. 

I’ll try to keep you informed of the 
progress we are making here in the 
newsletter. 

w mm ewill 
miss them and I 
thank all meter 

readers, past and 
present, for their 

accuracy and 
dedication. 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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524 North Madison K P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 

HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

Change in WIEC's 
Water Heater Program 
Water heater price remains the same 

Al: s of January 1, 2008, WIEC will charge a $50 service fee for the 
installation of electric water heaters installed on WIEC lines. 

Our water heaters still sell at the great low price: 

50 gallon: $200 
plus a $50 service fee for installation 

80 gallon: $350 
plus a $50 service fee for installation 

(Price of both sizes of water heaters include a 6-year warranty) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 

Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

■Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 

■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 

Manager of Operations 

Bill Credits 

Any WIEC member who uses 
an electric water heater is eligible 
for water heater credits on their 
electric bill. Just call our office to 
enroll. The amount of credit will 
depend on how many kilowatt- 
hours (kWh) are used. The credit 
is calculated by multiplying the 
number of kWh used between 500 
and 900 by 2 cents; the credit will 
range from 2 cents to $8. 

For several years, members 
who had a control switch on their 
water heater received a $2 credit 
per month. This switch allowed 
WIEC to turn off these water 
heaters during times of peak de¬ 
mand. As of January 1, 2008, this 
credit will only be given for the 
months that the water heater con¬ 
trol switch is actually used. 

heater elsewhere. The new water 
heater must be installed in a home 
or business that is served by the 
cooperative. The rebate amounts 
are $75 for 55 gallons and under 
and $125 for 56 gallon and up. 
Original receipt must be provided. 

The WIEC member should 
bring a receipt for the water heat¬ 
er into the WIEC office within 
a month of purchase to get the 
rebate. 

One thing that hasn’t changed 
is the fact that electric water 
heaters are safer, with no vents or 
flues, and are more efficient than 
gas water heaters that lose 40-60 
percent of their heat energy up 
the flue. Plus, with WIEC’s con¬ 
stant rate for electricity, there are 
no worries about the seasonal fluc¬ 
tuations of pricing connected with 
propane. 

■ Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 
MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WlEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Rebates 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, offers a rebate to members 
who purchase an electric water 

Choose smart - 
thoose electrit! 

61 



Point and Click Your Way to Washington, D.C. 
Win an all-expense paid trip to nation's capital 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, will award one son or 

daughter of a WIEC member 
an albexpense paid eight-day 
trip to Washington D.C. High 
school sophomores, juniors 
or seniors are encouraged to 
enter this contest by complet¬ 
ing a Web quiz that consists of 
multiple-choice, short answer 
and short essay questions. It has % 
never been easier to win a trip to 
Washington D.C. 

The WIEC winner will join 
about 50 other Illinois high 
school students who descend on 
Washington during the week of 
June 13-20, 2008. During the time 
in D.C., students will learn about 
American and rural electric his¬ 
tory, as well as state and federal 
government. Last year, they vis¬ 
ited representatives in the House 
and Senate, and took in an im¬ 
pressive list of historic sites, such 
as Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Smithsonian Air and Space 
Museum, Mt. Vernon, World War 
II Memorial, the U.S. Memorial 
Holocaust Museum, and even 
danced the night away on a river 
boat cruise on the Potomac River. 

As part of the contest, WIEC 
will award the top six entrants an 

all-expense-paid trip to Spring- 
field, IL as part of the Youth Day 
in Springfield to visit the Illinois 
State Capitol on April 9, 2008, 
and see state government in ac¬ 
tion. One of those six students 
will be awarded the trip to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. (8620-56) 

Application packets are available 
at the WIEC office and your high 
school’s guidance counselor’s office. 
Applications are due back to the 
WIEC office by February 15, 2008. 

For more information con¬ 
tact the WIEC office or visit the 
WIEC Web site at www.wiec.net. 

Don't Compare Your Electric Bills witk Friends or Neighbors 
Every family's usage is unique 

s your neighbor’s electric bill 
lower than yours? Before com¬ 

paring, please remember that your 
home is not your neighbor’s home; 
your family is not your neighbor’s 
family. Lifestyles, appliances and 
the number of people in house¬ 
hold can all cause a difference in 
usage. Also the type of insulation, 
the age of heating system and 
even the number of windows can 
have an impact. 

Before you compare your 
electric bill with someone else’s, 
keep in mind these things can 
influence usage: 
• square footage of a home 
• number of people living in the 

home 
• length of time people are in 

the home 
• direction the home faces 
• number, size and age of water 

heaters 

• height of ceiling 
• type, number and age of 

electric appliances in use 

Comparing your electric bill 
with someone else (5821-7-1) 
would be like comparing your gro¬ 
cery bill. Everyone eats differently 
and everyone consumes electricity 
differently. It just doesn’t make 
sense to compare. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 
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Cold Temperatures are Here! 
Make sure your home keeps out the winter chill. 

Energy dollars can pour out of 
homes through draffy doors and 

windows, and un-insulated attics, 
walls, floors, and basements. Use 
these tips to help cut costs: 

• Find air leaks both inside and 
around the exterior of the home. 
Just wet your fingertips and mn 
them around the door or window 
frame to feel a draft, or hold up a 
tissue and see if it waves. Check 
around fixtures that penetrate 
walls, such as exhaust fans 
and electrical 
outlets. Look for 
(5618-4) un¬ 
filled gaps and 
cracks near 
dryer vents, 
chimneys and fau¬ 
cet pipes. 

• Seal leaks be¬ 
tween moving 
parts (ex: 
between door 
and its frame) 
with weather 

stripping. Fill leaks between 
nonmoving parts (ex: between 
window frame and wall) with 
caulking. 

Replace screens with storm 
windows and doors. Double- 
paned glass plays an important 
role in reducing heat loss. Dou¬ 
ble-pane windows with low-e 
coating can reduce heating bills 
by 34 percent in cold climates 
compared to uncoated, single¬ 
pane windows. If you have 

older or leaky windows 
that you cannot 
replace, consider 
temporary fixes such 

as plastic film kits that 
create the effect of an 
interior storm window. 

• If you are shopping 
for new windows, 
glass doors or sky¬ 
lights, look for the 
ENERGY STAR. 

Today’s high-efficiency 
windows are 40 per¬ 

cent more energy efficient than 
standard, windows and can cut 
heating and cooling costs by 15 
percent. 

• Make sure attics and flooring 
above unheated spaces, such as 
crawl space and garage, are ap¬ 
propriately insulated. 

• Have your furnace checked by 
a professional to make sure it’s 
operating safely and at its high¬ 
est efficiency. Consider replac¬ 
ing your furnace if it is more 
than 30 years old. Furnaces 
that old are usually less than 50 
percent energy efficient. Look 
into geothermal heating and 
cooling as a way to cut your 
heating and cooling costs. 

• Install an automatic thermostat. 
An easy-to-install clock thermo¬ 
stat can automatically raise and 
lower home temperatures for 
energy savings day and night. 

© Safe Electricity, All Rights Reserved 

Welcome 
New Men 

Jeff Brower, Keokuk 
Justin &. Krista Carle, Carthage 

James Dee Consbrock, Niota 
Jean-Pierre Flament, Hamilton 

Birdell W. Fry, Springfield 
Great River Wheels By 

Vaun Christensen/Leah Mattaeo, 
Backersfield, CA 

Allison Hill, Burlington, IA 
Christy Hilliard, LaHarpe 

Brian & Melissa Knauff, Joy 
Aaron Milliken, Warsaw 

Pontoosuc Township, Niota 
Joe & Bev Reidner, Hamilton 

Devyn Roberts, Plymouth 
Dawn Wood, Carthage 

Patricia Zeutschel, Carman 

fnergy Savings Corner 
Low-cost ways to save energy 

NO cost Way to save on 
your electric bill 

IE3 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Tame Winter's Chill With Space Heaters 
Information to tonsider before and after the purthase 
Having supplemental heating, 

such as a space heater, can 
really reduce the chill in a room 
when the February winds howl. 
Sometimes a portable heater can 
mean the difference between 
being cold and being comfortable. 
However, supplemental heating 
equipment is the leading cause 
of home fires during the cold 
winter months. According to 
the National Fire Protection 
Association, the major cause of 
approximately one third of win¬ 
ter house fires is the faulty and 
improper use and maintenance of 
supplemental heating equipment, 
such as space heaters. 

When shopping for a 
space heater: 
• Look for one that has a guard 

around the flame or heating 
element. This can protect kids, 
pets and (7612-60) clothing 
from coming too close to the 
heat source. 

• Be sure to buy one that is the 
correct size for the room it will 
be used in. Also, be aware that 
mobile homes require specially 
designed heating equipment. 
Only electric or vented fuel- 
fired heaters should be used in 
this environment. 

• Look for safety 
features, such a 
switch that will 
automatically turn 
off the heater if it is 
accidentally tipped 
over. 

• Consider models 
that have electronic 
thermostats that can 
precisely control 
the temperature to 
avoid over heating. 

• If you are looking for an 
electric space heater, get one 
specifically for where it will be 
used. Do not use in bathrooms 
or other moist places unless 
specially intended for that 
purpose. The damp, moist air 
can cause corrosion or other 
damage that can lead to shock. 

• If you purchase a kerosene 
heater, use 1-K Kerosene in it. 
Do not use gasoline as this can 
ignite quickly and cause fires. 
Be sure to get a blue container 
marked “Kerosene” to store the 
fuel. 

Once the space heater is 
home, remember these 
precautions: 

• Never leave a space heater on 

when you go to sleep or leave 
the area. 

• Use heaters on a hard, level 
and nonflammable surface. 

• Place heaters at least three 
feet away from objects such a 
bedding, furniture and curtains. 
Do not use it to dry clothes. 

• Keep the heater in safe working 
condition and have it checked 
yearly by a certified repair 
person. 

• Make sure there is a working 
CO alarm and smoke detectors 
in your home near sleeping 
areas. 

For more information, visit these 
Web sites - www.safeelectridty.org 
or www.cpsc.gov (Consumer 
Product Safety Commission). 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 

HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

i Janet Spory — 

Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

i William R. Newton — 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

i Calvin Baumann — 

Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 

i Paul Dion — Manager 

i Tommie Long — 

Manager of Operations 

i Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

AAAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the W1EC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the W1EC News. 

Estimating Appliance and 
Home Electronic Energy Use 
If you’re trying to decide whether to invest in a more energy-efficient 

appliance or you’d like to determine your electricity loads, you may 
want to estimate appliance energy consumption. 

You can use this formula to estimate an appliance’s energy use: 

Wattage x Hours used per day x Days used per year -r- 1000 = 
Kilowatt-hour (kWh) consumption per year 

For example: 

Personal computer (1 20 Watts) and monitor (1 50 Watts): 
(120 Watts + 150 Watts) x 4 hours per day x 
365 days per year -r 1000 = 394 kWh/year 

Then, calculate the annual cost to run an appliance by multiplying 
the kWh per year by WIEC’s general usage rate of 12 cents per kWh 
consumed. 

394 kWh x $0.12 = $47.28 per year 

You can usually find the wattage of most appliances stamped on the 
bottom or back of the appliance, or on its nameplate. The wattage listed 
is the maximum power drawn by the appliance. Since many appliances 
have a range of settings, the actual amount of power consumed depends 
on the setting used at any one (7532-56-1) time. 

Here are some examples of the range of nameplate wattages for 
various household appliances: 

• Clothes washer = 350-500 Watts 

• Clothes dryer = 1800-5000 Watts 

• Dishwasher = 1200-2400 Watts 
(heat drying feature increases energy use) 

• Hair dryer = 1200-1875 Watts 

• Microwave oven = 750-1100 Watts 

• Personal computer 
o CPU - awake / asleep = 

120 / 30 or less 
o Monitor - awake / asleep = 

150 / 30 or less 
o Laptop = 50 Watts 

• Refrigerator 
(frost'free, 16 cubic feet) = 725 Watts 

• Televisions 
o 27" = 113 Watts 
o 36" = 133 Watts 
o 53"-61" Projection = 170 Watts 

o Flat screen =120 Watts 

• Water heater (40 gallon) = 4500-5500 Watts 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy -Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

llLLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



WIEC Changes Billing System 
February bill will have a new look 
Beginning in 2008, WIEC 

changed software vendors. It 
is our intent that the new system 
will allow us to serve our members 
better while still trying to keep 
our costs down. 

How will this affect you, the 
member? The biggest thing that 
you’ll notice is the bill card. It 
will still be postcard size, with the 
right side being the stub mem¬ 
bers return with their payment. 
However the information will 
look different and be in a different 
location on the bill. 

On the right side of the bill is 
printed clearly the net and gross 
amount along with the due date, 
so members will know exactly 
how much money is due by what 
date. It also has clearly printed 

on it if the member has a balance 
forward or “arrears” due, which 
is something our old bill did not 
have. 

On the right side, there is a 
field called “mbrsep” or member 
separator. This is the new account 
number for this location. The 
new billing system required our 
format for account numbers to 
change. Members who have more 
than one account with WIEC will 
notice that their accounts will be 
numbered sequentially. Location 
numbers and service address will 
stay the same. 

The left side of the bill still 
contains the same information as 
before, such as readings taken, the 
charges for those readings, map 
numbers, account numbers and 

service address. However these are 
in a different location on the bill 
then previously. 

The back of the bill contains 
our bill codes and (9513-50-1) 
also important outage information 
as well as phone numbers to call 
in case of a power emergency. 

Take a look at the bill below 
and familiarize yourself with the 
new format. 

The delinquent notice will also 
look different. A delinquent is 
the reminder WIEC may send our 
members who have not paid their 
bill by the due date. These will 
come in a self-mailer envelope. 
The information printed on the 
new delinquent is the same as 
the old form, but in a different 
arrangement. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2008 
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Welcome New Members 
Eric Brotherton, Hamilton 

Chad Cargill, Stronghurst 

Keith Feikert & Kelly McBride, 
Hamilton 

Donald Fugate, Warsaw 

Stacy F. hunt, Hamilton 

Curtis C. & Joyce A. Johnson, Havana 

Nicholas J. Pedro II, Loraine 

Bryan Stevens, West Point 

Timothy Stevenson, Stronghurst 

Bradley Kent & Julie I. Walker, 
Carthage 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

How to Find 
Air Leaks in 
Your Home 
Air leaks can lead to high- 

energy bills. Use these steps 
to find leaks in your home: 

1. Start outside. Look for gaps 
between your house and its 
foundation; gas, electric, 
phone, satellite, Internet and 
cable lines; your dryer vent; 
outdoor water faucets. A way 
to find large gaps in these 
places is to have someone 
shine a flashlight at night on 
one side while you’re on the 
other. If you can see light, 
air can certainly get through. 
Expandable foam may work 
well to fill in these gaps. 

2. Next check the door and 
window frames. You can 
use a piece of paper slipped 
between the frame and win¬ 
dow or door. If 
you (9517- 
27) can pull 
out the paper 
without it 
tearing, air 
can get in. 
Weather¬ 
stripping 
will seal 
these areas. 

3. Search for small leaks 
using an incense stick. Pass 
the lit stick along the edges 
of a suspected leak and see if 
the smoke blows in or out. Do 
this on a windy day. Check 
for small leaks around outlets 
on outside walls, ceiling fans, 
recessed lights, vent fans, etc. 
Caulk and weather-stripping 
can help stop these leaks. 

Remember: If you find leaks, 
seal them! A variety of products, 
from caulk to foam sealers can be 
found at your local home store 
to help tighten up your home. 
Or call your co-op for more 
information. 

The Youth to Washington 
essays are due 

at the WIEC office by 

rf'eb'Lua'cg' 75 
For additional information, 

see your high school 
guidance counselor, call the 

WIEC office or go to the WIEC 
Web site at www.wiec.net. 



DIRECTOR NOMINATION AND ELECTION PROCESS 
In accordance with Article IV, 

Section 4, of your cooperative’s 
by-laws, a nominating committee 
must be appointed between 30 
and 120 days prior to the Annual 
Meeting of Members (June 26, 
2008). 

Directors shall be elected by 
and from the membership by bal¬ 
lot and shall serve for a term of 
three years, or until their succes¬ 
sors shall have been elected and 
qualified. The terms of directors 
from Districts 6 and 7 will expire 
this year. 

Did You Get 
Your Copy 
of the WIEC 
News? 
Last month, WIEC members were 
informed about their coop, install¬ 
ing new computer software. Due 
to this ongoing process, some 
members may or may not receive 
their March issue (4926-39) of the 
WIEC News. If you received more 
than one copy or if you know of 
someone who didn’t receive any, 
please call our office and we can get 
the problem straightened out. We 
thank our members for their pa¬ 
tience during this ongoing process. 

District No. 6, currently rep¬ 
resented by (956-56) Robert 
Gronewold, is Augusta, St. Mary’s, 
Hancock and Harmony Town¬ 
ships in Hancock County, Illinois. 

District No. 7, currently repre¬ 
sented by Janet Spory, is Wythe, 
Wilcox, Rocky Run and Walker 
Townships in Hancock County, 
Illinois. 

The nominating committee 
must post a list of nominations at 
the cooperative office at least 20 
days before the annual meeting. 
Any 15 cooperative members may 

act together and nominate an¬ 
other member by petition. These 
nominations will be posted with 
those made by the nominating 
committee. Nominations made 
by petition at least 10 days before 
the annual meeting will be in¬ 
cluded on the official ballot. Later 
nominations by petition shall be 
treated as nominations from the 
floor. (7828-53) The chairman 
shall call for adciitional nomina¬ 
tions from the floor. No member 
may nominate more than one 
candidate. 

Low-cost Way to Save 
on Your Electric Bill 

Foam electrical outlets and 
switch plate gaskets can stop 
cold air in its tracks. If you 
count up all the outlets in 
your house (4... 10... 27... 
more ... ??), and consider 
that each one lets in a small 
breeze 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year — that’s a lot of 
wasted energy! Gaskets are 

easy to install, relatively in¬ 
expensive, available at hard¬ 
ware stores and stop air from 
(7729-47) coming through 
the wall space. 

As always when working 
around the outlets and ex¬ 
posed wires, its always a good 
idea to shut off the power at 
the circuit panel or fuse box. 

Call toll free 800-5 76-3 125 
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524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net i 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357'3125 
800-576-3125 

Don't be a Rotten Egg at Easter! 
Tips for keeping it a happy one # 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the W1EC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Easter marks the start of spring 
and is a sacred holiday for 

Christians throughout the world 
as it signifies when Jesus Christ 
was resurrected. But where do the 
Easter bunny and eggs fit into the 
Easter tradition? 

We can thank the Germans 
for the American tradition of 
Easter baskets and for the idea of 
coloring and hiding Easter eggs. 
German immigrants brought this 
tradition to America in the later 
19th century. German children 
found hidden eggs in their shoes 
and in baskets. 

And what would Easter be 
without Easter Egg Hunts! Many 
adults have great memories of 
scrambling outside, trying to find 
the most hidden eggs. Even the 
First Lady gets into the fun by 
hosting the Annual Easter Egg 
roll on the White House grounds. 
With only a few exceptions, that 
has been held continuously since 
1878. Currently, real eggs are hid¬ 
den, but then are traded after they 
are found for souvenir eggs. 

Apparently, first lady Patricia 
Nixon hid the eggs so well one 
year, all of them couldn’t be found 
and the grounds smelled terrible 
for days. 

To keep the fun in Easter, 
please take precautions with eggs, 
as they can carry deadly food poi¬ 
sons, including Salmonella, which 
can cause fever, abdominal cramps 
and diarrhea. If you are going to 
eat your Easter eggs, you need to 
follow safety precautions: 
• Boil eggs well. Place eggs in 
cold water. Let the water come 
to a boil, and then lower it to a 
slow boil for 10 minutes. Older 
eggs peel easier. So purchase your 
eggs for dyeing at least one week 
ahead. 
• After cooking, put the eggs in 
the refrigerator until ready to use. 
Boiling eggs removes the protec¬ 
tive coating applied by producers, 
making them more susceptible to 
bacteria. 
• When decorating, take a few 
out of the refrigerator at a time, 
then decorate and put them back 
into the refrigerator as soon as 
possible. 
• Eggs will last a long time in 
your refrigerator. But, they will 
only last a short time if set out. If 
your decorated eggs are placed out 
on display for any length of time, 
use a simple safety rule don't 
eat them. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



Help Us Find These Members 
Capital Credit Checks Remain Outstanding 
Last October, Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop, mailed capital 
credits checks to members who 
lived on WIEC lines during the 
years 1962 and 1963. 

Below is a list of the member’s 
name whose checks have not 
been cashed. Due to the advance 
printing of the WIEC News, any 

checks cashed after February 1 
will appear on the list. 

If you see your name listed 
below, please cash your check 
as soon as possible. If you see a 
former member’s name and have 
specific information about that 
member, please call our office. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

LEO ADAIR LENA BOOS WILLIAM CARNES 

TRUMAN AKERS BESSIE BOOTEN LEWIS CARROLL 

NANCY LEA ALESHIRE FRED BOSTON ARCHIE CARTER 

J E ALLEN LYDIA J BOSTON BOYCE R CARTER 

LAWNRENCE ALLEN RAY H BOSTON ES¬ DOC CARTER 

OSCAR ALLEN TATE RAYMOND CECIL 

J E ALLEY SCOTT B BOWTON RAY CHANCE 

CHARLES AMANN JACK L BOYER CAROL CALDWELL 

ALBERT J AMMER RAYMOND V BOYLE CHAPIN 

ALVENA ANCELET DEAN R BRADSHAW EARL CHEESEBRO 

JAMES ANCELET BRECKENRIDGE BEATRICE CLARK 

LUCIEN A ANCELET CHRISTI AN HOOVER 

RAYMOND ANCELET ANSON BREWER C G CLARK 

GARY E ANDERSON ESTHER BRILLHART GEORGE W CLARK 

CHARLES ANTOINE ESTATE ROSCOE CLOUD 

RICHARD L APT LLOYD BRITTON KERN CLOVER 

ED AREND CHESTER A BROOKS ERNEST H COCHRAN 

VERDIE ARTZ DEAN R BROOKS MAURICE COKEL 

FLOYD B ATWELL FLOSSIE BROWN ROBERT H COLLINS 

DAVID H AYERS PEARL BROWN WARD COMSTOCK 

ART BALDING BRUDER FARMS ADA CONOVER 

B O BALLARD J T BRUMMITT IDA BELL CONOVER 

CLAY BALLINGER BARB J BRUNS JAMES COOK JR 

KEITER BANKS EMMIT BRUNSON FLOYD L COOPER 

CHARLES C BARNES ALBERT BUCKNER MILDRED CORBITT 

DIANE M BARNETT JAMES BUNDY ESTATE BEATRICE B COVERT 

FANNIE BARR MARK BURNETT WILLIAM T COVERT 

W L BARRY DONALD RAY BURNS FOSTER COX 

CLARENC E BASTERT ROBERT RAY BURR MURIEL COX 

LAWRENCE R. BAU- JULIE BURRELL NOBLE COX 

COM VIRGIL DALE BUSH BILL CRABILL 

LAWRENCE E BAU- MELVIN M BUSS ES¬ MELVIN CRABTREE 

COM TATE ESTATE 

NOAH BECHTEL GEORGE B BUTLER GRACE Z CURRY 

ALFRED J BECKMAN ESTATE EDWIN J CURTIS 

LUCILLE BECKWITH JOHN H BYERS JOHN A DALRYMPLE 

FRANK BELKNAP FAIRELLEN D CABLE BOYD C DALTON 

FRANK BELKNAP GLADYS CAIN ELMER DALTON 

HUBERT BELL MARJORIE CAMBRE GAYLORD S DANIEL¬ 

MARY F BELL ALBERT L CAMERON SON 

ROBERT E BELLMAN NORMAN CAMERON GORDON DANNER 

MINNIE BENCE VERNON CAMERON JACK DARRAH 

HAROLD A BENNETT CLIFFORD D CAMP¬ RORENCE DAVIDSON 

MARK BENNETT BELL JOHN DAVIDSON 

ROBERT R BENNETT ERNEST CAMPBELL MARY DAY 

WM G BERGER THOMAS CAMPBELL ARBON DECKER 

GERALD BERNARD WAYNE CAMPBELL DARLOS DECKER 

IRIS BERRESFORD WONDA M CAMPBELL RALPH DENNIS 

L L BIGGER GLEN E CAREY ES¬ JOHN W DENNISON 

J G BILDERBACK 
HARRY BIRD 

TATE ESTATE 
FRANCIS CARLE OTTO DENNISON 

DELORES BOHLIER 

AMY N BOLTON 

GERALD CARLE ESTATE 
JOHN CARLE MARY DENUM 

CHARLES BOLZ GARLAND CARLILE 
ANNA F CARNES 

ELEANOR A DETRICK 
EST. 
VADIE DEWITT 
WM O DICKERSON 
LAURA DICKSON 
MINA DICKSON 
DONALD DOBSON 
FRANK L DOBSON 
JAMES H DONALD¬ 
SON 
ROY DONALDSON 
CLAUDE M DORETHY 
LEHR DOSCHER 
VIVIAN L DOSCHER 
STELLA DRISKELL 
DALE G DULANEY 

H C DULANEY 
L. P DULANEY 
E L DUNCAN 
MABEL DUNCAN 
O C DUNCAN 
ORVILLE DUNCAN 
LEOTA DUNSWORTH 
CLARENCE E. EASLEY 
FLOYD EBERT JR 
FRED EBERT 
GENE S EDMUNDS 
JOE EDMUNDS 
FRANK R EDWARDS 

CLARA ELLEFRITZ 
KENNETH ELLEFRITZ 
MAURICE E ELLISON 
PAUL ELSBURY 
KATHRYN ENRIGHT 
GEORGE ERVIN 
CHARLENE ESTERS 
CATHY L EVANS 
VOLNEY L EVANS 
EVANS-HELBLING 
ADV 
LENNA M EWING 
ESTATE 
LOREN EWING 
ARTHUR EYMANN 
DOROTHY R FABER 
GLENDA A MOELLER 
HAZEL FERGUSON 
HENRY FERGUSON 
RAYMOND FERGUSON 
EDWARD A FILBERTH 
W J FINLEY 
CHARLES H FLACK 
DAMON FLETCHER 
GEORGE R RETCHER 
FOLA FLYNN 
LUTHER FOLEY 
EARL H FORD 
RODNEY LEROY FORD 
WALTER E FORQUER 

ELBRIDGE FORT ES¬ 
TATE 
LYMAN R FORT ES¬ 
TATE 
FORT BROTHERS 
LILLIE FORTNEY 

L E FOSTER ESTATE 
NELLIE FOSTER 

JESTA FOWLER 
RAY FOWLER 

EDWARD FRANK 

ORLAND FRANZEN 
DAN FRAVIL 
CRAIG FREEMAN 
DUANE FREEMAN 
F B FREEMAN 
VESPER B FREEMAN 
CATON M FREY 
FRIENDLY HOME 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

O G FUGATE 
CECIL GALBRAITH 
AGNES GARRELT 
ESTATE 
ENGEL GARRELTS 
CHESTER H GARRETT 
ELMER GARRETT 
OLIVE GASH ESTATE 
ALLEN GEDDES 
RICHARD JGEHLE 

PHILIP GEORGE 
RAYMOND R GEORGE 
FREDGERDES 
LILLIE GERDES 
HELEN GERHARDT 
MADELINE GER¬ 
HARDT 
PETER GERHARDT 
WILLARD T GER¬ 
HARDT 

A W GERST 
LOUISE GIBSON 
MERLIN T GIBSON 
CHAS GILL 
H S GILLESPIE 
GEORGE E G1LLETT 
CHESTER GITTINGS 
ESTATE 
JOHN GITTINGS 
MARY A GLEASON 
RAYMOND C GLENN 
ADA GL1SAN 
LILA GOLDEN 
CL GOODIN 
CAROL L GOODIN 
KENNETH E GOODING 
KENNETH L GOODING 
ARTHUR L GOODWIN 
FRANK R GOODWIN 
SCOTT R GORDON 
DEAN F GOSSETT 
R M GOSSETT 
JAMES A GRAFT 
AMANDA GRAFTON 
NELLIE GRAFTON 
RUSSELL GRAFTON 
RUSSELL GRAFTON 
KENNITH R GRAHAM 

GEORGE B GRANT 

C R GRAUF 
MYRNA M GRAY 
HILDA GREEN 

ALBERT 
GREENSLAUGH 

DALE GRIFFETH 

C P GRIFFITHS 
GEORGE GRIFFITHS 
ROSWELL GRIFFITHS 
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Want to stay safe around power lines? 
Don’t go near them* 

Your safety always comes first. If power ever goes out you can rest assured a trained co-op line tech¬ 
nician is on the way to make things right. In turn, all we ask is for you to be alert and careful when 
working or playing outside. Keep all tools clear of overhead power lines - especially metal ladders. 
Don’t touch our lines. Ever. The first rule of every do-it-yourselfer is to do it safely. 

Welcome New Members 
Ellen Abernathy, Sutter 
Wyatt Junis, Stronghurst 

Chrystal K. & Harry Riley, Bowen 
Lacey B. Robinson, & Jason E. Fink, Carthage 

Bryan Scheetz, Dallas City 
William T. & Mary J. Stretz, Rochelle 

In observance off Good 
Friday, the WIEC office will 
be closed March 21,2008. 

As always, please call 217-357- 
3125 or 800-576-3125 in case 
of power emergencies any time 
day or night. We ask that all 
non-emergency calls, including 
payment arrangements or billing 
questions, wait until normal busi¬ 
ness hours. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.aoop 
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WIEC Receives Best Three-Year Safety Record 
Co-op earns award for 9th ronserutive year. 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop 
received three safety honors 

recently during the Safety/Super- 
visory Technical Conference held 
in Springfield. The member-owned 
electric cooperative received the 
Best 3-Year Safety Record for 
2005, 2006 and 2007. This is the 
ninth year in a row that WIEC has 
received this award. WIEC also 

received awards for outstanding 
“lost time accident records” and 
“best accident/illness record” for 
2007. “Our line crew works very 
hard to accomplish what is neces¬ 
sary to keep our system strong, yet 
keep safety as a top priority.” says 
WIEC Manager Paul Dion. 

The conference is sponsored 
annually by the Association of Illi¬ 

nois Electric Cooperatives. Shown 
with the award are from left: Mark 
Kissinger, Todd Grotts, Eric John¬ 
son, Tommie Long, Terry Long, 
Andy Lafeber and Tyler Neally. 
Not pictured are Greg Bolton, 
Scott Carle and Cody Grainger. 

Timothy L. Bewley, Stronghurst 
Andrea & Travis Blint, Niota 
Aaron Burdette, Dallas City 

J D Pork, EEC, LaHarpe 
David Jones, Plymouth 

Thomas and Kelli K. Oda-Lawler, 
Granger, IA 

SF Ventures, EEC, Niota 
Matthew D. & Susan E. Starr, 

Nauvoo 

Chad Varner, Burnside 
Glen Eugene Winter, Niota 

Jeremiah J. Young, Niota 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

ACCOUNT NUMBER CYCLE 

KW-DEM COST PER DAY j OWL MULT I' 

14.051 5 1 
RATE CLASS TYPE 

i i 0 

any members 
1 have called our 

office concerning 
the bill cards’ new 
format. We admit 
that it does look 
different. Below are 
listed some of the 
most asked ques¬ 
tions concerning 
the change. The bill 
below, which has 
geothermal heat, 
will be used to help 
clarify our answers. 

1. The old bill had our electric 
heat separately listed on the 
bill, this bill doesn’t. I don’t 
know how much our heat cost 
us this month. 

The kilowatt-hours used are 
still listed separately on the bill. 
The previous heat meter reading 
was 6862 and the present read¬ 
ing taken on Jan. 31 was 7037. 
The difference between the two 
readings is 175. This meter has 
a multiple of 10 (so the actual 
kWh used is 1750. At the 6 cent 
rate, this member’s geothermal 
usage cost them $105, not $6.50 
as it looks like on the card. In 
the example, the amount on 
the same line as the heat meter 
usage there is a code of 1 in the 
column to the left. On the back 
of the bill there is a description 
of the codes. For example: Code 
# 1 is a security light rental or 
$6.50. (3824-8) Code #18 is 
the utility tax required by the 
state. 

2. I have my account set up to 
be paid automatically via my 
credit card (or checking ac¬ 
count). The new bill is marked 
with “Paid by Draft?” What 
is that? 

WESTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRICAL COOP. | 
P.O. BOX 338 CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 62321 KEEPTms PORTION [ 

800-576-3125 217-357-3125 ?0RY0Ufl RECORDS 

WESTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRICAL COOP. 

CARTHAGE, IL 

PRESENT • 
READING 

PREVIOUS 
READING KWH USED ' CODE' CURRENT CHARGES 

50S43 
7037 

45936 
6862 

3157 
1750 i 

5 
18 

463.71 

1 6 - 50 
8.00 

15.70 

CURRENT BILL 4/7.91 
AmiFKJTPWD I 

3Y PAST DUE wra PREVIOUS BALANCE . OO 

"Aral 2/35/08 TOTAL NET DUE 47 7.91 

RETURN THIS STUB WITH PAYMENT 

sr! 
• • CASH n 
- ■ ■ ■' '.  -CHECKO 

TO BE PAID BY DRAFT 2 
BILL DATE DUE 6ATE 

2/11/08 2/25/08 
NET GROSS 
477.91 477.91 

MBRSEP ARREARS 

3 00 

Joe Member 
PO Box 9999 
Basco, IL 62313 

Ml, .lln ,,l,..UnlMlm,!,,1.11..limll Ill 

When the bill is marked 
“Paid by Draft,” your account 
will still be paid automatically 
either by credit card or checking 
account. It is the same as what 
we used to call ACH. No differ¬ 
ence except the wording. 

3. My bill has a $13.67 in the 
arrears column. What does 
that mean? Can I subtract it 
from the amount I owe? 

This amount is already in¬ 
cluded in the net/gross amount, 
so you don’t need to subtract 
or add the arrears amount. It 
is there for informational pur¬ 
poses and can tell you several 
things. It could mean that either 
you paid too much last month, 
which would appear as a credit. 
Or it could mean you didn’t pay 
enough. If a member has budget 
billing, this amount is an indica¬ 
tor of how ahead or behind they 
are in the annual budget. 

Change can be difficult, so 
encourage our members to call 
our office during normal busi¬ 
ness hours with any questions 
they have concerning their bills. 
We appreciate our member’s pa¬ 
tience and understanding during 
this period of transition. 

.LINOIS COUNTRY www.icl.coop 



Help Us Find These Members 
Capital Credit Checks Remain Outstanding 

Last October, Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop, mailed capital 

credits checks to members who 
lived on WIEC lines during the 
years 1962 and 1963. 

Below is a list of the member’s 
name whose checks have not been 
cashed. Due to the advance print¬ 
ing of the WIEC News, any checks 

cashed after February 1 will appear 
on the list. 

If you see your name listed 
below, please cash your check 
as soon as possible. If you see a 
former member’s name and have 
specific information about that 
member, please call our office. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

ELIZABETH GROSE 

ROY A GROUT 

LAWRENC GROVE 

CLABORNE J GULLEY 

TRUMAN GGUTHERZ 

FRED HAAS ESTATE 

LEAH HAASE 

LEWIS HABBEN 

M J HABBEN 

RUBY HABBEN 

ANNA HADDOCK 

A L HAINES 

THOMAS H HAINING 

DAVID HALE 

LLOYD HALEY 

THOMAS HALL 

HELEN H HALLER 

R E HALLER 

ALICE N HAMILL 

SMITH HAMILL 

CHAS F HANER 

HARRY HANSON 

PEARL FiARKER 

DELORES HARMON 

JACK HARN 

LELAH HARRELL 

KAZUKEE HARRIS 

BERNICE HARRISON 

GEORGE G HARRISON 

LESTER F HARRISON 

MAMMIE HARRY 

JOHN E HART 

ANNABELLE HASKETT 

GLADYS HAYES 

HARRY HAYS 

RALPH HAYS 

FRED HEMPEN ESTATE 

NEIL G HENDRICKSON 

CLARENCE HENRY JR 

DONALD C HENSON 

ED HENSON 

HOWARD D HENSON 

ESTATE 

MAX L HENSON 

C T HERBERER 

ED F HERBERT 

WILLIAM HESTER 

JULIUS HEYEN 

RAYMOND HIGDON 

MAE B HIGGINS 

MYRON W HILL 

HIRAM WALKER & 

SONS, INC 

ARTHUR HOENER 

ROBERT HOENER 

LEE HOFFMAN ESTATE 

FLORENCE HOGAN 

WM HOLMES 

RAYMOND HOOVER 

JOHN J HORAN 

PAUL HORCHEM 

MERLE HORNEY ES¬ 

TATE 

ROBERT HOUSE- 

WRIGHTE 

HUBERT C HOUSTON 

JERALD D HOWD 

ROGER HOWE 

FLORENCE HUBBARD 

CHAS E HUGHES 

HAROLD HUGHES 

DWIGHT HUGUNIN 

CLARICE M HULETT 

ESTATE 

WILLIAM M HULL 

HARLEY HUES ESTATE 

LOUIS HULS 

GAYLORD HULSEBUS 

HURDLE-WOOD- 

WORTH FARM 

ESTATE OF JENNIE 

HURT 

LLOYD HUSS 

JOHN W HUSTON 

DONALD HUTCHINS 

DEL D HUTSON 

O B HYNDMAN 

LOUISE IKERD 

ILLINOIS BELL TELE 

CO 

WALTER INGRAM 

ESTATE 

INTERSTATE PRODUC¬ 

ERS 

FRED IRELAND 

RAYMOND JACKSON 

ESTATE 

DEAN JACOB 

ROY E JACOBS 

FRED JACQUOT 

MARVIN JAMES 

RICHARD LEE JARVIS 

KENNETH JENKINS 

ESTATE 

LURAE JENNINGS 

CHARLIE M JOHN 

ALFRED JOHNSON 

ELEANOR P JOHNSON 

GARNETT JOHNSON 

JOHANNUS T JOHN¬ 

SON 

LOREN D JOHNSON 

RUBY V JOHNSON 

CARL K JOHNSTON 

ELDON JONES 

ETHEL JONES 

LEONARD JONES 

LOIS E JONES 

JAMES JUD 

WANDA JUD ESTATE 

FRED G JURGENS 

ELMER J JUSTUS 

MAMIE C KAHLER 

DOROTHY KAMPS 

ESTATE 

ORVILLE KARNES 

CLARENCE KAUS 

STUART W KELLY 

CLAUDE KENNEDY 

CHARLES KERN 

CLARICE KERN ES¬ 

TATE 

J H KETCHAM 

M A KETCHUM 

LEONARD L KIRBY 

ARLENE KISER 

CARROLL K KITCHEN 

HENRY KLASING 

MABEL VKLEOPFER 

GLENN KLINE 

LORENE KLOSSING 

ESTATE 

WALTER R KNAAK 

RAYMOND D KNOX 

HOWARCE W KOBUS 

INEZ KOEHLER 

M E KRAXBERGER 

ALBERTA L KRIEG 

ESTATE 

ALMA E KRIEG 

E F KROPP 

JAMES KRUSE 

JULIUS J KUNZ ESTATE 

DONNA M KURRLE 

J C KURTZ 

ORVILLE LABONTE 

RAYMOND LAIR 

JR LAMB 

FRANK LANT 

MARTHA LANT 

NEWELL W LANTZ 

EARL LAUBER- 

SHEIMER 

FRANK LAUGHLIN 

MERVIN LAUVER 

FORREST W LAWSON 

JAMES H LAWTON 

ESTATE 

CHARLES E LEAKE 

WALTER LEASEMAN 

ELAINE LEBECK 

WALTER ELEENERTS 

MILLE E LEFFLER 

EUPHA LEFLER 

MARION LEFLER 

VERNON L LEFLER 

VIVIAN LENIX ESTATE 

B M LESTER 

LELIA H LEWIS ESTATE 

WARD CALVIN LIL- 

LARD 

JAS A LINDSEY 

HAZEL LINNEN- 

BURGER 

LEONA LINNEN- 

BURGER 

RAYMOND LIPPER 

ERCEL LISKEY 

CLAUDE C LITTLE 

HAROLD E LITTLE 

ESTATE 

NELLIE LITTLE 

BOB LIVINSTON 

ALBERT LOESCHEN 

GALE LOGES 

CARROLL A LORD 

MAXINE LOUTH ES¬ 

TATE 

O S LOVELY 

W S LOVITT 

MARTIN O LUEDTKE 

EARL LUMSDEN 

FLOYD LUNG 

FLOYD R LUTON 

MAURICE LUTON 

OSCAR J LUTZ ESTATE 

LEO MABERRY 

G C MABRY 

HENRY C MACKEY 

ELLEN B MACKIE 

RALPH MACKIE 

JACK M MACKLIN 

WAYNE MANLOVE 

WILFORD MANLOVE 

ALBERT MARKILLE 

C L MARTIN 

H F MARTIN 

RICHARD M MARTIN 

BEN MASON 

CHARLES E MASON 

SILAS MASON 

NORMAN B 

MASTERSTON EST 

GERALD LEE 

MATHEWS 

ERMA MATHEWSON 

ESTATE 

BERNICE MATTHEWS 

ESTATE 

WILLIAM H MAUK 

ROBY J MAY 

JESSE L MAYES 

M RUTH MAYFIELD 

ESTATE 

MAURICE MCBRIDE 

ESTATE 

HOWARD MCCABE 

BETTY G.E. 

MCCOLLOM 

A W MCCONNELL 

ROBERT C MCCON¬ 

NELL 

R W MCCREATH ES¬ 

TATE 

F H MCCRORY 

G C MCCUTCHAN 

ELSWORTH MCDAN¬ 

IEL 

G N MCELHINNEY 

ROBERT R MCFALL 

GLADYS MCFARLAND 

EVA A MCINTYRE 

ESTATE 

CLARENCE MCKOON 

JAMES E MCLAUGHLIN 

JOHN R MCMANUS 

FLOYD V MCMILLAN 

EDWIN H MCMILLEN 

ETHEL L MCMINIMY 

LOREN E MECUM 

DEAN R MELVIN 

LYLE MELVIN 

MERLE MERIWETHER 

HOWARD L METCALF 

LARRY METTERNICH 

GEORGE W MEYER 

HAROLD L MEYERS 

ANDREW W MILLER 

DONALD MILLER 

ENES MILLER 
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IEC’S Board of Directors 
recently appointed the fol¬ 

lowing members to serve on the 
2008 nominating committee: 

District No. 1 - 
Charlie Ford, Lomax 

District No. 2 ' 
Spencer Berry, Nauvoo 

District No. 3 - 
Ned D. Woolverton, Niota 

District No. 4 - 
Mike Johnson, Basco 

District No. 5 - 
Mike Tracy, Carthage 

District No. 6 - 
Robert Menn, Plymouth and 
Gary Akers, Carthage 

District No. 7 - 
Max Roskamp, Sutter and Vic¬ 
tor Kerr, Warsaw 

Two members are appointed 
from the districts whose board 
terms expire each year, with one 
being appointed from remaining 
districts. These members will 
nominate at least one member 
for a three-year term to repre¬ 
sent (4634-44'1) Districts 6 
and 7. 

Rob Gronewold represents 
District 6 and Janet Spory rep¬ 
resents District 7. 

Due to the advance printing 
of this issue, a meeting date has 
not been set. Call our office for 
more information about the first 
nominating committee meeting. 

Do You Have What it Takes to 
be a WIEC Director? 
The nominating committee 

will soon be meeting to find 
qualified candidates for the WIEC 
board of directors. Have you ever 
wanted to learn more about your 
cooperative? Would you like to 
know where the money comes 
from and where the money goes? 
These are the topics you will learn 
about as a director. Here are a few 
qualifications that are needed. 

What the board does: 
■ Be accessible to people in 

their district. While it helps to 
be sympathetic to the needs 
of the members, the director 
must keep the best interest 
of the entire cooperative in 
mind; 

■ Be able to attend most regu¬ 
lar board meetings and any 
special meetings that come up 
from time to time; 

■ Be an independent thinker, 
but also a cooperator; 

■ Be capable of acquiring the 
knowledge necessary to cope 
with the issues of a modern 
electric utility, including 
finances, management and 
public issues; 

■ Have the willingness to listen 
and learn; 

■ Be one who can accept and 
direct change; 

■ Be of sufficient stature to 
command the respect of man¬ 
agement, employees, fellow 
board members, cooperative 
members and the public; 

■ Be willing to commit adequate 
time to the work of the board 
to be an effective member and 
properly discharge the duties 
of the board; 

U Be willing to accept the un¬ 
pleasant moments of a direc¬ 
tor’s experience; 

■ Let management manage. 

What the board does not (7815- 
57-1) do: 

■ The board does not oversee 
WIEC’s day-to-day opera¬ 
tions. Directors establish poli¬ 
cies and point the cooperative 
in the direction they want 
employees to follow. The em¬ 
ployees decide the best way to 
get the job done. 

■ Directors aren’t required to be 
walking encyclopedias about 
electric utilities when they are 
elected. But it is their job to 
become knowledgeable about 
issues facing Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop, so they can 
make intelligent decisions. 

WIEC Adds New Employee I 
Todd Grotts Hired as Staking 
Technician/Material Clerk 

Todd Grotts started working at 
WIEC on February 18. He will 

be assisting Tommie Long with the 
purchasing, ordering and ware¬ 
housing of WIEC material and 
equipment. Todd will also be out¬ 
side, as he will also learn how to 
(8625-43) stake new services and 
other system improvements. 

A Carthage High School gradu¬ 
ate, Todd attended Lincoln Land 
Community College earning an 

Electrical Tech¬ 
nician Associ¬ 
ates Degree. 
Todd and his 
wife, Chelle, 
live in Carthage. They have three 
children, Bryor, Brianna and Bren¬ 
nan. He enjoys hunting, golfing 
and is active in his kids’ activities. 

Welcome to the WIEC family, 
Todd! 
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Be An Energy Sleuth 
Learn which appliances are costing 

In today’s high-tech world, ap¬ 
pliances and electronics are 

costing you money even when you 
think they may be turned off. This 
hidden use of electricity is referred 
to as a “phantom load”. It may 
only add up to one or two kilo¬ 
watt hours consumed per month 
per appliance, but it does add up 
considering the average American 
home has more than 25 phantom 
load devices. These energy-wasters 
include instant-on TVs, VCRs, 
DVD players, video game consoles 
and computer printers or moni¬ 
tors. Kitchen appliances that have 
a clock display, such as bread ma¬ 
chines or coffee makers will use a 
small amount of electricity even 
when they aren’t making bread or 
coffee. Also, anything with a cube 
shaped transformer on the end of its 
cord such as phones or PDA char¬ 
gers also creates a phantom load. 

The first step to eliminating 
those phantom loads listed above 
would be to simply track them 
down. For electronics, plug them 
into a power strip that has it’s 
own on/off switch. Simply switch 
the strip on when you need that 
piece of equipment and switch it 

off when you don’t. 
Hunt down those 
battery chargers and 
unplug them. Use 
them when they are ac¬ 
tually charging something. 
As for the unused kitchen 
appliances, do you really need an¬ 
other (4520-10) clock on 
your counter? 

Another way to be an energy 
detective is to consider how energy 
efficient some of your appliances 
actually are. Grandma’s old re¬ 
frigerator in the garage is a handy 
place for cold beverages in the 
summer, but how much is it add¬ 
ing to your electric bill? There is 
a device that can easily show how 
much Grandma’s fridge is costing. 
It’s called a Kill-A-Watt electricity 
usage monitor. WIEC has for sale 
a limited number of these monitors 
for $32, however, if proven popu¬ 
lar, more can be ordered. 

This lightweight and simple-to- 
use device just plugs in between 
the wall outlet and the appliance. 
The electronic display shows how 
many kilowatt hours are being 
consumed. If an appliance uses just 
1 kilowatt an hour, a few quick 

calculations 
will deter¬ 

mine that it 
contributes 

720 kilowatts 
to an average (30 

rs) bill. You don’t 
need to be Sherlock Holmes to fig¬ 
ure out it may be time to unplug or 
replace that old refrigerator! 

A few quick adjustments can 
have an impact on your electric 
bill. Remember, the bill you re¬ 
ceive is based on the energy you 
consume. Reduce your consump¬ 
tion and you’ll reduce your bill. 
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524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, fiasco 

■Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

Several months ago, Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop, changed our software 

provider. We had been informed by our 
previous software company that the prod¬ 
uct we had used was being phased out and 
we needed to update our computer soft¬ 
ware and the system that ran it. It was 
not an easy choice as there were many 
factors to consider when choosing a soft¬ 
ware provider, such as phone support, ease 
of use of the new program, how it would 
work with our new AMR equipment 
and cost. 

One of the determining factors was 
how our electric bill would look. Our 
previous company would not offer the bill 
card format any longer as they considered 
it obsolete. Personally, I like the bill card. 

It is small, easy to file, cheaper to mail and also uses less paper as 
there is no envelope to throw away. 

The software company we chose offered us the bill card option, 
but it is not in the same format as we are used to. We lost some of 
the information that was formerly printed on the bill. However, I 
do hope our members will be willing to accept the change. 

Will's New Billing System 
A few things to remember 

IFor our members who pay their monthly electric bill by 
credit card each month, they will see different wording on 
their credit card statement. It now reads “SEDC Utility 
Payment”. SEDC is our software company who also han¬ 
dles our credit card transactions. That is why it is their 
name on the statement, not WIEC. It should have the 
transaction date as the same as bill date and should be for 
the exact amount of your bill. If you have any questions 
or concerns about this, please contact our office. 

From the 
Manager 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 

k the WIEC News. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

For our members who use the convenience of their bank’s 
bill-pay feature, please remember that our new system has 
different account numbers. Most bill-pay programs will 
retain account numbers used in the past, however these 
numbers are no long valid. To insure that your payment 
will go to the proper account, please re-enter your new 
account number. (9523-1) Members will find their new 
account numbers on the upper left hand comer of the bill. 

Again, we appreciate our member’s patience during this 
time of conversion. 
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Help Us Find These Members 
Capital Credit Checks Remain Outstanding 
Last October, Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop, mailed capi¬ 
tal credits checks to members who 
lived on WIEC lines during the 
years 1962 and 1963. 

Below is a list of the member’s 
name whose checks have not 
been cashed. Due to the advance 
printing of the WIEC News, any 

checks cashed after February 1 
will appear on the list. 

If you see your name listed 
below, please cash your check 
as soon as possible. If you see a 
former member’s name and have 
specific information about that 
member, please call our office. 

Thank you for your assistance 

FRANCES MILLER 
ESTATE 

HAROLD W MILLER 

JOHN MILLER M 

LEONA MILLER ESTATE 

LEONARD F MILLER 

MILDRED MILLER 
ESTATE 

TRACY MILLER 

WILLIAM W MILLER 

OSCAR S MITTERMYER 

BESSIE MIZE 

ESTATE OF RUTH M 
MOHR 

WALDEN MOHR ESTATE 

HARLAN MONROE 

GLEN MONTGOMERY 

ARDEN MOON 

OKLE MOORE 

LEO MORRIS 

RALPH MORRISON 

HAROLD E MUEGGE 

ROGER] MULCH 
ESTATE 

JAMES MURPHY 

ROSE MURPHY 

ANN MYERS 

BYRON E MYERS 

HAROLD T MYERS 

ROBERT O MYERS 

ROY A MYERS 

WALTER A MYERS 

WR NEILL 

CARL A NELSON 

EVELYN W NELSON 

HELENA NEWELL 

EMMETTNEWINGHAM E 

EARL NICHOLS ESTATE 

JESSE NICHOLS ESTATE 

DAVID J NIXON ESTATE 

FRED NIXON 

JOHN NOLLEN 

C H NORTHUP 

MYRTLE NORTHUP 
ESTATE 

JESSIE NORWOOD 

ROBERT L O’NEAL 

MARY E OCHSNER 

OLENA COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

JEAN OLIVER 

LYLE L OLIVER 

ROBERT OLIVER 

ROBERT OLIVER 

ARTHUR OLSON 

BENNY OLSON 

FRANK L OLSON 
ESTATE 

RAYMOND OLSON 

SOPHIA OLSON 

JAMES ORRIS 

C A ORUM 

BRYCE OSBORNE 

HOLLIS OWSLEY 

HARLEY PALMER 

EIDSON PARK 

DON B PARKER 

HARLEY PARKER 

LONNIE PARKER 

Z RUTH PARKER 

ELOISE PARRISH ESTATE 

ROSS W PARSONS 

RUSSELL PARSONS 

JOHN PATTON C 

STANLEY PAWLAK 

RUSSELL P PAYNE 

FRED PEASLEY ESTATE 

JOHN H PEASLEY JR 

JOHN H PEASLEY JR 

R L PEASLEY 

SARAH B PEASLEY 

RAY PECK 

LAVONNE T PENCE 

LOREN E PENCE 

RENA PENCE 

MACE S PENDLETON 

DAVID J PENDRY 

DAVID R PENDRY 

FAY G PENROD 

PEARL PERDUE 

LEONARD Y PERRY 

JOHN R PETERSON 

KATHERINE PETERSON 

SYBIL PEVESTORF 

NEIL PFEIFERLING 

LILLARD PILCHER 

FERD S PILKINGTON 

R W PILKINGTON 

WM. PILKINGTON 

ROBERT PINDALL 

LERA PINDELL 

CLETA L PITT 

FLOYD C PITT 

GEORGE H PITTS 

HUGH PLOWMAN 
ESTATE 

EARL POLAND 

IDA M FORTH 

PAUL A POTHAST 

A. M POWELL 

E. W POWELL 

ROLLAND L POWELL 

VIOLET POWELSON 
ESTATE 

NINA RAHN ESTATE 

THELMA M RAMPLEY 

HAROLD N RAND ES¬ 
TATE 

FRANK RANDOLPH 

RAY WHITAKER ESTATE 

JAMES] REAMER 

DALE REED 

HAROLD W REED ESTATE 

LEONARD REED 

ROBERT H REED 

ELDRED REIMBOLD 

MACK P REYNOLDS . 

JANE R RICE 

ALMA ERICH 

HARRIET J RICH 

EDITH RICHARD 

DON V RILEY 

BERNARD W RINEY 

VIRGIL RINEY 

EVERETTE 
RITTENHOUSE 

EDWIN G ROBBINS 

RUSSELL ROBERTS 

F G ROBERTSON 

H E ROBINSON 

CHARLES A RODEFFER 

RUSSELL RODEFFER 

LEONARD ROGERS 

RICHARD ROSIERE SR 

MAMIE ROSKAMP 
ESTATE 

MERCEDES SCHEETZ 

LORETTA SCHENCK 

RAYMOND SCHENCK 

HENRY SCHEUERMAN 

CARL SCHILDMAN 

FANNIE SCHILDMAN 

LOLA SHILSON ESTATE 

MILBERNE C SCHILSON 

JERRY SCHISLER 

WILLIAM F. SCHNEIDER 

ANNA SCHOCH 

KENNETH M SCHOENIG 

WANETTE SCHOENIG 

SCHOOL DIST # 154 

KIRK SCOTT 

VIRGINIA SCOTT 

CLYDE SEAVER ESTATE 

JOHN L SEAVER 

LILA SEAVER 

C VSEE 
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Vegetation 
Management 
Schedule 
We plan to have crews pen 

forming routine brush spray¬ 
ing beginning May 1, 2008 in all or 
parts of the following townships: 

In Hancock County: 
Augusta, Chili, St. Albans, 
Walker, Rocky Run, St. Mary, 
Harmony, Bear Creek, Wythe, 
and Wilcox 

In Adams County: 
Lima 

Call Julie at 8-1-1 to Locate 
Underground Wiring 
Call WICC to lotate underground elettrital wires 

You know to call JULIE, Inc. 
and WIEC before beginning 

any outside projects, such as put¬ 
ting in fence, installing a swing set 
or mail box post or even planting 
trees, bushes or shrubs. But did 
you know that beginning May 1st, 
JULIE will be part of a new na¬ 
tional 811 “Call before you Dig” 
program. That’s right; just call JU¬ 
LIE at 811 - no matter where you 
live. (5633-34) They will locate 

underground utility lines, includ¬ 
ing phone, gas, sewer, water and 
cable. Please allow two working 
days for this free service. 

Please remember, WIEC mem¬ 
bers will still need to call the WIEC 
office during normal business hours 
for free underground locates for 
underground electrical lines on the 
members’ side of the meter. WIEC 
requires 24 hour notice. 

Vegetation management—in¬ 
cluding brush spraying—is an 
important aspect of WIEC’s goal 
of delivering power to you that is 
safe, reliable, and environmentally 
responsible. In fact, our vegetation 
management program can help re¬ 
duce outages caused by things such 
(10528-55-1) as branches falling 
on lines during storms, shrubbery 
interfering with voltage levels or 
weeds in right-of-way areas mak¬ 
ing access to equipment difficult. 

Due to the advanced printing 
of this issue of the WIEC News, 
these plans are subject to change. 
If there are questions or concerns, 
please contact our office during 
normal business hours at 217-357- 
3125 or 800-576-3125. For more 
information concerning our veg¬ 
etation management policy, check 
out our website at www.wiec.net 
under the program tab. 

...... 
r ' iffSlI^ 

I .  dL,„, 

Tenile Aldridge, Niota 

Bartlow Land Trust, 
% Bruce Bartlow, Augusta 

Raymond A. & 
Sarah R. Fligge, Morton, II 

Mark L. & Vicky S. Miller, 
Dallas City 

Pontoosuc Community 
Church, Pontoosuc 

Know what’s belOW. 
Call before you dig. 

ELECTRICAL COOP 
A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

WIEC’s office will be closed in observance of Memorial Day on 
Monday, May 26th. The office will reopen on Tuesday, May 27th. 

As always, in case of power emergencies, call 217'357'3125 or 
1 '800'576'3125. Please wait and call for questions concerning billing, 
payment arrangements, capital credits or other nomemergency matters 
until normal business hours. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Please plan 
to attend the M Annual 

Meeting 
Of Members 

Thursday, June 26,2008 

at the Hancock County Extension Center, Carth0ge 

Registration - 6:00 p.m. 

Business Meeting - 7:30 p.m. 

■ Grand prize is five $100 bills with other great prizes 

given away during the evening 

■ Come early to visit with friends and neighbors while 

enjoying ice cream, bag of chips and a cold can of pop 

■ All registered members will receive a $10 bill credit 

■ Free blood pressure screening done by the Hancock Co. 

Health Dept. 

■ Air Evac representative will be there to talk to members 

■ Elect two directors for three-year term 

■ Guest Speaker Bob Harbour, Prairie Power Inc. CEO, will 

discuss our future power supply 

■ 2008 Youth to Washington winner, Jessica Siverly, will 

share stories from her recent trip to our nation's capital with 

a slide show 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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524 North Madison P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217'357-3125 
800-576-3125 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Watch for the 
Annual Meeting 
Notice in your 

mailbox. 

It will contain the 
registration card, 
proxy card, and other 
important information. 

To save time, please 
bring the registration 
card to annual 
meeting! 

Sign Up For The 4-H Electricity 
School 
Learn the basics of wiring and 
electricity 
The 2008 4-H Electric- 

ity School is co-spon¬ 
sored hy the University 
of Illinois Extension and 
Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop. 

Participants will be 
divided into groups de¬ 
pending on their wiring 
and electrical experi¬ 
ence. WIEC electrician 
Mark Kissinger will help 
beginning students learn 
the basic techniques. 
The more advanced stu¬ 
dents will make projects 
that will challenge them 
as well. The cost of the 
class will be for materi¬ 
als only. Due to the 
advance printing of this 
issue, the actual projects 
have not been deter¬ 
mined. 

Who: Children ages 
8-18 who live in Hancock or Henderson County. Students do not 
have to be a member of 4-H to attend. 

When: Friday, June 27th from 9:00-10:30 a.m. 

Where: Hancock County Extension Center in Carthage 

To register or for more information, contact the Extension office at 
217-357--2150. 

The WIEC office will close Friday 
June 27th at Noon. 

Welcome Hew Members 
Marjorie R Dowd, Blandinsville Joseph J Sullivan, Niota 

Hunter Family Venture, LLC, Burnside Dustin W. Svejda, Hamilton 

James R Rich, Galesburg Don Twidwell, Plymouth 

Gus P Rousonelos, Plainfield Zachary Wellman, Loraine 

Charles E Shirey, Warsaw 

61 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Three Students Win Trip to Springfield 

Sarah Ziegler, Jessica Siverly and Nicole Junk. 

WIEC would like to announce 
the winners of the trip to 

Springfield IL for the Illinois 
Electric and Telephone Coopera¬ 
tives’ Youth Day. They were Sarah 
Ziegler, LaHarpe, daughter of 
Rowen and Annetta Ziegler, Ni¬ 
cole Junk, Carthage, daughter of 
Terry and Denise Junk, and Jessica 

Siverly, Carthage, daughter of Bill 
and Marlena Siverly. The students 
went to Springfield on Wednesday, 
April 9, and had the opportunity 
to view state government in ac¬ 
tion, tour the State Capitol, and 
visit the Abraham Lincoln Presi¬ 
dential Museum. They also met 
with Senator John Sullivan and 

Representative Rich Myers who 
discussed their roles in govern¬ 
ment. (9621-19-6) 

These students earned this trip 
as part of the Youth to Washing¬ 
ton Web Quiz Contest offered by 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

WIEC Announces "Youth To Washington" Tour Winner 

2008 Youth to Washington winner, Jessica Siverly with her 
parents, Bill and Marlena Siverly of Carthage. 

Jessica Siverly, daughter of Bill and Marlena 
Siverly of Carthage, has been named WIEC’s 

“Youth to Washington” Tour winner. Jessica, a 
junior at Illini West High School, will visit Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. with thousands of other high school 
students from all over the United (4812-63) 
States. She will tour historic sites, meet her state’s 
legislative leaders and get to know other high 
school students from across the country. 
Jessica and her family were invited to the April 
WIEC Board Meeting to receive her prize and also 
visit with the directors. During their discussion, 
it was revealed that going on the trip seems to be 
a family tradition. Her older brother, Josh, won 
the trip in 2004 and her mother, Marlena Merritt 
Siverly went on the trip in 1981. 

To learn more about Jessica’s trip, come to 
WIEC’s Annual Meeting. We have invited her to 
give a short slide show about her adventures on 
the Youth to Washington trip. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2008 
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The 2008 Nominating Committee 

Nominating Committee Meets 
Ten members of Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop, were appointed 
to the 2008 nominating commit¬ 
tee. The committee met at the 
WIEC office on April 14 and 17 
to make nominations for directors. 
Two directors will be elected at the 
cooperative’s annual meeting on 
June 26th. 

Serving on the committee were 
Charlie Ford, Lomax; Ned D. 
Woolverton, Niota; Gary Akers, 

Carthage; Victor Kerr, Warsaw; 
Spencer (6831-28) Berry, Nau- 
voo; Mike Tracy, Carthage; Robert 
Menn, Plymouth; and Max Ros- 
kamp, Sutter. 

The following were nominated 
for director positions: 

■ District 6 - Robert Crone- 
wold, Carthage 

■ District 7 - Janet Spory, 
Sutter 

The nominations have been 
posted at the Carthage office, as 
stipulated by the cooperative’s 
by-laws. Any nominations made 
by petition will be included on the 
official ballot if they are brought to 
the WIEC office at least 10 days 
before the meeting. Nominations 
may also be made from the floor at 
the annual meeting. 

Know If You Can Vote! 
Points to remember before heading out to Annual Meeting 

The easiest way to determine 
who can vote a particular 

membership is to look at the label 
for the current issue of the WIEC 
News that you are reading. That 
will tell who can (or can’t) vote for 
the membership. Determining 
voting rights appears to be com¬ 
plicated, but for most of our mem¬ 
bers, it’s really not. Just remember 
these points: 

If there is only one name on the 
label, then that person can vote 
for the membership. 
Example: 

Bob Smith 
1830 E. County Rd 2300 
LaHarpe, IE 61450 

The membership belongs to 
who signed the membership ap¬ 
plication. If the member is mar¬ 
ried, call our office to see if the 
membership is “joint” with the 
spouse. If so, then either can vote 
for the membership. It the mem¬ 
bership does not show the current 
husband and wife’s name, it may 

be because there has been a di¬ 
vorce or death and a subsequent 
remarriage. If the names are not 
correct, we can explain the process 
necessary to correct them. 

If someone else’s name is on the 
top line sent in care of your name 
below, the membership belongs to 
whose name is on the top line. 
Example: 

Bob Smith 
% Roger Jones 
PO Box 777 
Stronghurst, IE 61480 

The membership belongs to 
Bob, so he votes for the member¬ 
ship, not Roger. 

If the first name on the label 
is an estate, the executor can¬ 
not vote for this membership. 
If the membership was a single 
membership, this membership 
terminates upon the death of the 
member. It does not transfer. 
If the original membership was 
joint, the membership will be 
passed on to the surviving spouse. 

For corporate, partnership or 
other types of memberships, please 
contact our office and we can ex¬ 
plain your particular situation to 
you. (7828-2) 

If you have any questions con¬ 
cerning your membership status, 
please call the office. We will be 
happy to answer your questions. 
We would much rather take care 
of potential problems before the 
night of annual meeting. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 
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WIEC awarded Economic Development Loan and Grant 
Monies will help City of Carthage and Memorial Hospital 

One of the seven coopera¬ 
tive principals is concern 

for community. WIEC’s con¬ 
cern for our community was 
never more evident when 
WIEC applied for and re¬ 
ceived loan and grant monies 
to help with the funding of 
the infrastructure neces¬ 
sary for the new Memorial 
Hospital. Last year, Aaron 
Ridenour of Prairie Power, 
Inc. our wholesale power 
provider, began the process 
to write an application on 
our behalf for a grant to the 
USDA Rural Development 
to aid the city of Carthage in 
this endeavor. The hospital 
will be served by WIEC. 

In April, we were in¬ 
formed that our application 
had been approved. Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, will 
receive a no-interest loan 
and also a grant to lend to 

the city of Carthage. This 
will enable them to extend 
the city’s water and sewer 
lines to the building site east 
of Carthage. The city will 
pay back both to WIEC. 
The loan money will be for¬ 
warded to the USDA Rural 
Development, however the 
grant money will be held by 
WIEC to establish a revolv¬ 
ing loan fund for use to spur 
economic development in 
our area. 

On May 31st, the ground¬ 
breaking was held for the 
new Memorial Hospital with 
completion scheduled for 
spring of 2009. The digging 
for the new water and sewer 
lines has begun. This is 
great news for our area. The 
USDA Rural Development 
estimates that the new hospi¬ 
tal is expected to retain 159 
jobs and create 25 new ones. 

Artist’s rendering of new Memorial Hospital. 

Ada Bair, CEO of Memorial Hospital, Bill Newton, 
WIEC Director and Jim Nightengale, Mayor of 
Carthage hold the golden shovel during Memo¬ 
rial Hospital’s groundbreaking May 31. 

Building of water/sewer lines begin 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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I 
524 North Madison i P.O. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217'357'3125 
800'576'3125 

Wilt's 2007 Allocation of 
Margins 
Notites to be mailed out in July 

One of the major differences 
between a cooperative and an 

investor-owned utility is that any 
monies left over after expenses 
are paid belong to the members in 
the form of capital credits. Each 
year, WIEC sends notification to 
our members explaining what their 
share of the previous year’s mar¬ 
gins would be. This year, members 
will be receiving their Alloca¬ 
tion Notice in the mail during 
the month of July. This will tell 
members the dollar amount of the 
capital credits they have earned 
for 2007. 

Remember, capital credits are 
held by the cooperative and will 
be returned to the member when 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop’s 
board of directors decide that the 
coop, is strong enough financially 
to do so. This is for our members’ 
information only and does not 
need any action on their part. 
(5817-41) Please do not pay the 
allocation amount or subtract this 
amount trom the bill. If there are 
any questions, please call our of¬ 
fice. 

Employees Honored 

Andy, Cody and Karmen have combined 20 years service. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

At the Annual Meeting, held 
Thursday, June 26, three 

employees were honored with 
their service to WIEC and its 
members. They were; Karmen 
Metternich, Billing Coordinator 
was honored for 10 years service; 

Cody Grainger, Journeyman Line¬ 
man, five years and Andy Lafeber, 
Journeyman Lineman, (689-25) 
5 years. 

Congratulations Karmen, Cody 
and Andy! 

■ Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 
MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

!-AT CAyA 2 S-Gh; - y- ■ ‘V; 

Welcome New Members 
Marjorie R Dowd, Blandinsville Joseph J Sullivan, Niota 

Hunter Family Venture, LLC, Burnside Dustin W. Svejda, Hamilton 

James R Rich, Galesburg Don Twidwell, Plymouth 

Gus P Rousonelos, Plainfield Zachary Wellman, Loraine 

Charles E Shirey, Warsaw 
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IEC Memorial Scholarship Winners Announced 
Seven stholarships of $1250 were awarded 

Last January, high school seniors 
from around the state of Illinois 

were urged to apply for the 2008 
IEC Memorial Scholarships. Can¬ 
didates were judged on the basis 
of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities and a short essay 
demonstrating their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

Four scholarships were awarded 
in the “son or daughter of an 
electric cooperative member” cat¬ 
egory. They are: 

■ Timothy Mueller of Smithton, 
Illinois - Monroe County Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative 

■ Braden Christian of Harris¬ 
burg, Illinois - SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

■ Alyssa Morrison of Macomb, 
Illinois - McDonough Power 
Cooperative 

■ Andrea Hemphill of An- 
nawan, Illinois - Corn Belt 
Energy Corporation 

In the “son or daughter of an 
electric cooperative employee or 
director” category, the winner of 
the first “Earl W. Struck Memorial 
Scholarship” is Mitchell Wattles 
of Waterloo, Illinois of Monroe 
County Electric Cooperative, son 
of CEO Alan Wattles. 

The two winners of the scholar¬ 
ships reserved for use at an Illinois 
Community College are: 

■ Jason Barker - Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. 

■ Jodi Koester - Norris Electric 
Cooperative. 

A new record total, 292 ap¬ 
plications, were received this 
year with 6 applications sent by 
students who receive service from 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Trying to budget your money? 
Use WIEC's Budget Billing Program 
to help make it easier 

This past year, there have been 
so many of life’s expenses that 

have gone up, like gasoline, milk, 
coffee and lumber just to name a 
few. There are so many expenses 
in life that you can’t control; 
wouldn’t it be nice to have one bill 
that you could prepare for? WIEC 
has a program that can level out 
the highs and lows of your electri¬ 
cal usage and make your electric 
bill easier to predict. It’s called 
budget billing. 

This plan will average your 
electric payment for the next 12 
months, based on your previous 
12 months usage. Assuming your 

usage remains consistent with 
the previous years; your electric 
bill will be the same until July 
(6719-41) 2009. That month 
will be catch-up month where the 
amount due is the actual balance 
remaining or no payment will be 
due if there is a credit balance. 
The credit balance will be carried 
forward to the next year. 

The new Budget Billing pro¬ 
gram begins on July 25th. Call 
our office for more information. 
Life is full of unexpected expenses; 
don’t let your electric bill be one of 
them. 

WIEC's office will be 
closed on duly 4th 
in observation of 
Independence Pay. 

Happy Birthday, 
America! 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ‘ July 2008 



W
estern Illinois Electrical Coop. • Your electric company • W

estern Illinois Electrical Coop. • Your electric company • W
estern Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Help Us Find These Members 
Capital Credit Checks Remain Outstanding 

ast October, Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop, mailed capital 

credits checks to members who 
lived on WIEC lines during the 
years 1962 and 1963. 

Below is a list of the member’s 
name whose checks have not been 
cashed. Due to the advance print' 
ing of the WIEC News, any checks 

cashed after February 1 will appear 
on the list. 

If you see your name listed 
below, please cash your check 
as soon as possible. If you see a 
former member’s name and have 
specific information about that 
member, please call our office. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

HELEN H SMITH 

ESTATE 

JAMES SMITH 

JOSHUA F SMITH 

MARVIN L SMITH 

MERLE SMITH 

RICHARD SMITH 

ROSCOE C SMITH 

GOLDIE SNYDER 

JOHN SOWDER 

MAMIE SPANGLER 

ESTATE 

ALVA J SPARROW 

CHESTER SPARROW 

FLORENTINE SPEAR 

ESTATE 

EMMA SQUIRES 

BERT E STAFF 

WALTER STAFF 

HOWARD STAMPER 

DOROTHY P 

STARMAN 

MARJORIE ACHILLES 

HARRY STEFFEY 

CHARLES L STEVENS 

CLARENCE STEVENS 

LESLIE STEVENS 

FRANK E STEVENSON 

MARY STEVENSON 

PEARL F STEVENSON 

HARRY STONEKING 

ESTATE 

BERNICE STOPP 

ESTATE 

GOLDIE MAE 

STOTLAR 

GENEVIEVE E 

STRATTON 

HUGH STURM 

ESTATE 

GEORGE SUGARS 

JOHN G SUGARS 

C L SURBER 

BLANCHE SWAIN 

LUCILE SWANSON 

LUCILLE SWANSON 

HELEN S SWISEGOOD 

LESLIE TALBOTT 

CHESTER TALLANT 

CATHERINE TANNER 

GEORGE TANNER 

LILLA M TANNER 

JOE TARMAN 

FRANCIS TARRY 

GERALD R TENHOUSE 

JOHN L TETRICK 

ALVIN THARP 

HAROLD THARP 

ESTATE 

RUTH H THOMAS 

WALTER B THOMAS 

CHESTER F 

THOMPSON 

CHESTER R 

THOMPSON 

DOROTHY 

THOMPSON 

EDITH M THOMPSON 

G C THOMPSON 

GLEN C THOMPSON 

ESTATE 

H H THOMPSON 

LOWELL THOMPSON 

MARGUERITE M 

THOMPSON 

WILLIS THOMPSON 

ELDON THORELL 

VERNON THORELL 

MARY M THORESON 

CLYDE THRUSH 

ESTATE 

HENRY 

THURNHOFFER 

ESTATE 

WILLIAM TINDELL 

FRED TRAUTVETTER 

LAWRENCE 

TRAUTVETTER 

CLARENCE TRIPP 

JOHN E TROUT 

F G VANBECK 

IRVING VANBROOKER 
ESTATE 

IRVING VANBROOKER 

ESTATE 

BESSIE E VANCE 

EVELYN VANCE 

ESTATE 

JAMES VANCE 

W A VANCE 

LESLIE JVANETTEN 

GERALDINE VASS 

ESTATE 

CLARENCE VAUGHN 

FLOYD VAUGHN 

M M VAUGHN 

FRED VEFF 

DWIGHT V VOGEL 

ESTATE 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

EDNA R VOORHEES 

MARY 

WACHTENDORF 

ESTATE 

GENE WAGGONER 

HARVEY E WALKER 

HOMER WALLACE 

ESTATE 

RAYMOND WALTER 

FRED H WALTERS 

JUNE WALTON 

VIOLA WARNER 

CHARLES 

WATERMAN 

CHARLES 

WATERMAN JR 

CHARLES W 

WATERMAN #3 

LYDIA WATERMAN 

OLIVE WATERMAN 

WILLIAM WATT 

ALFRED WEAR 

NEVA WEAVER 

WILLA M WEAVER 

F L WEBSTER 

RETAJ WEBSTER 

BILL J WELCH ESTATE 

GAIL WELLS 

ERVIN WEMHANER 

GERALD WEMHANER 

HAROLD W 

WEMHANER 

LAVERNE 

WEMHANER 

OSCAR WEMHANER 

WEMHANER FEED & 

FERT 

JAMES WESTFALL G 

LLOYD WHITAKER 

MADGE WHITAKER 

ANNABEL L WHITE 

GEORGE WHITE 

GRANVILLE WHITE 

LILLIAN WHITE 

ESTATE 

RUSSELL G WHITE 

ESTATE 

MERLE WHITEFIELD 

DWIGHT WHITEHALL 

RALPH WICKERT 
ESTATE 

FLOYD WIER 

LEWIS WILDRICK 

TERRY F WILEY 

EUGENE MARTIN 

WILHELM 

ROBERT G WILLIAMS 

ALBERT WILSON 

ESTATE 

CHARLES A WILSON 

ROBERT W WILSON 

ESTATE 

WOODROW WILSON 

ROBERT C WINDERS 

RUTH WOLFE ESTATE 

FRANCES WOLFORD 

LOIS WOLFORD 

ARTHUR WOLLBRINK 

EDWIN WOLLBRINK 

GEORGE WOLLBRINK 

MARIE WOLLBRINK 

ELLIS WOOD 

WILMA WOOD 

MARTIN 

WM J WOODS 

DOROTHY 
WOODSIDE ESTATE 

ARTHUR WRIGHT 

CLARA J WRIGHT 

ELSIE WRIGHT 

GAY WRIGHT 

L B WYATT 

HELEN WYLES 

FRANK YALEY ESTATE 

MERLIN YEAGER 

WILLIAM YETTER 

ERNEST R YOCUM 

JOHN R YOUNG 

ESTATE 

WOODROW YOUNG 

A W YOUNGMEYER 

DORIS YUSKIS 
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WIEC Members hear Good News 
at Annual Meeting 
Rates will remain stable through 2008 

Members of Western Illinois 
Electrical Co-op (WIEC) 

heard about the financial status of 
the cooperative as well as the is¬ 
sues of climate change and power 
supply during the organization’s 
69th Annual Meeting, held Thurs¬ 
day, June 26, at the Hancock 
County Cooperative Extension 
Center in Carthage. 

Treasurer Janet Spory delivered 
the good news that WIEC had a 
profitable year. Spory said total 
margins were positive and WIEC 
will return more than $52,000 
in capital credits to its members. 
With this retirement, WIEC will 
have paid back capital credits up 
through 1971. 

Manager Paul Dion reported 
that WIEC had another excellent 
year with stable rates and informed 
members that they do not expect 
a price increase in power through 
2008. (961-32-2) 

“This year marks the last year of 
WIEC’s long-term power contract. 
Prairie Power Inc., our wholesale 
power provider has entered into a 
three-year contract that will pro¬ 
vide WIEC wholesale power from 
2009 through 2011,” said Dion. 
“The new contract’s price for 

wholesale power cost, wdfich is the 
cost WIEC pays for power, is pro¬ 
jected to increase by 50 percent.” 

According to Dion, the co-op 
will contract a Cost of Service 
Study to analyze the different 
classes of service and the rates as¬ 
signed to each class. The facility 
charge, for example, has been un¬ 
changed for 17 years and may not 
cover today’s actual costs. This 
study is a tool that will help deter¬ 

mine if the facility charge should 
be changed and will examine 
general usage rates, heat rates and 
also three-phase rates. The co-op 
will continue to evaluate and de¬ 
termine the best path for WIEC. 

Dion discussed Automatic 
Meter Reading (AMR) as well. 
AMR’s will allow all electric me¬ 
ters to communicate directly with 

■ Continued on page 16b 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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524 North Madison P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357'3125 
800-576-3125 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Our office will be dosed 
on Sept. 1 in observance of 

Labor Day. 
The office will reopen on 

Sept. 2 

As always, in case of power 
emergencies, call (217) 357- 
3125 or (800) 576-3125. 

Please wait and call for ques¬ 
tions concerning billing, payment 
arrangements, capital credits or 
other non-emergency matters 
until normal business hours. 

■ Continued from page 16a 

the office, as well as monitor each 
member’s usage by the day or hour 
to help solve high usage. 

“The first phase of installation 
is under way. The process began in 
the southern portion of our service 
territory' near the Adams County 
border in February, and the install¬ 
ers have progressed up to Highway 
136. We have 3,800 meters at our 
members’ locations that we have 
contracted to another company to 
do for us. 

“The second phase consists 
of our linemen installing special 
equipment at each of our six 
substations,” he continued. “Our 
crews have been very busy this 
spring installing new services and 
then lately, they have been occu¬ 
pied with the flood. We hope they 
will he able to continue with the 
AMR installation later this sum- 
men 

Board President Robert Grone- 
wold reminded members of the 

history of rural electricity, noting 
that it was a bright idea for a group 
(9522-39) of farmers and their 
wives joining together 69 years ago 
to form and run an electric coop¬ 
erative. 
“It was a bright idea then, and still 
is today. We are a small coopera¬ 
tive and that has its advantages. 
Our employees live right here in 
the community and have an in¬ 
vestment in its success. We have 
a board of directors consisting of 
seven local board members whose 
main concern is what is best for 
the members.” 

Gronewold commended the 
employees for receiving two 
awards from the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. For 
the ninth year in a row WIEC was 
awarded the Best 3-Year Safety 
Award and the Best Lost Time Ac¬ 
cidents Award. 

“This is quite an accomplish¬ 
ment and we are proud of all our 

■ Continued on page 16c 

Welcome New Members 

Andrew Bartlow, Brimfield IL 

Wyatt Green, Burnside IL 

Nancy Hartman, Carman IL 

Ron Hoe wing, Carthage IL 

Joey B Huston, Nauvoo IL 

Fred & Irene Jones, Burlington IA 

Darryl G & Traci S. Lott, 

West Burlington IA 

Daniel Robey, Dallas City IL 

Robert A & Lisa L Shores, LaHarpe IL 

Dianna Wall, Warsaw IL 
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■ Continued from page 16b 

employees who work so hard to 
‘keep the lights on,’ but continue 
to do it safely,” said Gronewold. 

Three WIEC employees, Cody 
Grainger, Andy Lafeber and Kar¬ 
men Metternich were recognized 
for their years of service to WIEC. 

Members of WIEC were also 
treated to three featured speak¬ 
ers. Jessica Siverly of Carthage, 
the 2008 Youth to Washington 
student from WIEC, shared her 
experiences in the nations capitol 

with a slide show. 
Bob Harbour, Prairie Power 

Inc. CEO, discussed future power 
supply issues, and Duane Noland, 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperative President/CEO 
asked the co-op members to take 
action regarding those future 
power supply issues by starting 
a dialogue with their legislators. 
With the energy demand, focus 
on efficiency and climate change 
at the top of everyone’s mind, 
Noland encouraged WIEC mem¬ 
bers to talk to Congress about the 

challenge of keeping the lights 
on. 

During the meeting members 
re-elected District 6 board mem¬ 
ber Robert Gronewold of Car¬ 
thage to his sixth term and Janet 
Spory of Sutter to serve her third 
term representing District 7. 

Grand prize winners were: 
Mary Scheetz, Nauvoo; Larry 
Teel, Plymouth; Larry Huls, 
Carthage; Karmen Metternich, 
Hamilton; and Helen Vass, Burn¬ 
side. See page 16d for other prize 
winners. 

Board Adopts Net Metering Policy for 
Renewable Energy 
The WIEC board of directors 

has adopted a “net metering” 
policy designed to assist members 
who want to install wind or solar 
power systems. This policy will ad¬ 
dress most residential systems of 
10 kW (kilowatts) or less. It helps 
encourage the use of renewable 
energy, while addressing safety, 
power quality and financial fair¬ 
ness issues. 

What is net metering? 
Normally, when you use elec¬ 

tricity the meter rolls forward, like 
your car’s odometer. But when a 
member’s wind generator or solar 
power system generates more elec¬ 
tricity than the member’s home is 
currently using, electricity would 
flow back to the co-op’s lines. Un¬ 
der this “net metering” policy the 
meter rolls backward and the “net” 
result is a lower bill. The member 
would still pay the net amount if 
more electricity is used than pro¬ 
duced by the wind or solar system. 
Fixed monthly service charges, 
taxes and other normal fees would 
still be applied. (555-14) 

Net metering is a simple and 
an easily administered way of 
compensating members with small 
wind or solar systems. It also helps 
encourage the use of renewable 
energy. For those that want to in¬ 

stall larger systems above 10 kW, 
WIEC’s power supplier, Prairie 
Power Inc. will compensate the 
member for any excess kilowatt- 
hour credits at a rate equal to 
WIEC’s contract purchase costs. 

In setting this policy, your board 
of directors enacted a fair and 
equitable policy that would: 1. 
encourage the use of clean, renew¬ 
able energy; and 2. protects the 
interest of all co-op members. 

Net metering pays the member 
a retail price for what is essentially 
the wholesale power the member’s 
wind or solar system is delivering 
back to the co-op. While it is the 
intent of the policy to encourage 
member-owned renewable energy, 
the board did not want to (6616- 
60) unfairly subsidize large wind or 
solar installations by paying retail 
rates for wholesale power from 
these larger generators. 

Also, this policy only applies to 
member-owned renewable energy 
projects, and not to gas or diesel 
generators. 

Interconnection issues 
Safety, reliability and power 

quality issues must be addressed if 
any type of generator is connected 
to the co-op’s lines. Safety is the 
main concern. For the protection 
of linemen or contractors working 

on the lines during an outage, and 
for the protection of the member’s 
equipment, an automatic discon¬ 
nect system must be installed. 
Power quality issues must be ad¬ 
dressed so that the member’s gen¬ 
erator does not cause problems for 
other members on the same line. 
WIEC’s interconnection policy 
and agreement addresses these is¬ 
sues. 

Call us first 
Because there are many fi¬ 

nancial, engineering, safety and 
sometimes even legal issues to 
consider, we would encourage you 
to contact WIEC if you have any 
questions about renewable energy 
or net metering. We have a free 
worksheet brochure that can help 
answer some of the financial ques¬ 
tions you might have. 

Financing, Grants and Rebates 
We participate in the renewable 

energy resources program admin¬ 
istered by the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic Op¬ 
portunity (DCEO), and you are 
therefore eligible to apply for as¬ 
sistance from that program. Go to 
the DCEO Web site for all of the 
information. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING August 2008 ^ 6c 
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Prize Donated by Winner 3 

Umbrella Air Evac John Radel | 

Umbrella Air Evac Virginia Huls 

Helicopter Ride for two Air Evac Providence Baptist Church- Walter 
Pile 

$25.00 CASH FIRST STATE BANK OF 
WESTERN IL 

Doris Steinhour j 

3 Speed Oscillating Fan FLETCHER'REINHARDT 
COMPANY 

Nancy Lucie 

Power Strip & Drop Cord HEINTZ ELECTRIC COMPANY Mary Scheetz :1 

Williams Socket Set H D SUPPLY Charles Kost f 

1 FREE Oil Change J & R TIRE SERVICE, INC. Reece Schmitz t| 

Leather Document Bag MARINE TRUST CO. OF 
CARTHAGE 

Loren Dowdall m 

$25.00 CASH PETERS HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING 

Virginia Christy § 

8 Beanie Babies RIDDER’S OFFICE SUPPLY Gave to children at registration 

$50 Gift Certificate for WIEC 
Electricity Bill 

SHERRILLS ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SERVICES 

Teena Reid | 

$50 Gift Certificate for WIEC 
Electricity Bill 

SHERRILLS ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SERVICES 

Thomas Edmonds |§ 

$50 Gift Certificate for WIEC 
Electricity Bill 

SHERRILLS ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SERVICES 

Terry Newell 1 

$50 Gift Certificate for WIEC 
Electricity Bill 

SHERRILLS ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SERVICES 

Harriett Bright 3 

Backpack Sprayer UAP/Timberland % Terry Allen Buckert Bros. % Fred Buckert i 

$25 Sears Gift Card UNITED UTILITY SUPPLY Jerry Schmitz 3 

Shirt, Glass Clip, Cup VAN METER INDUSTRIAL 
INC. 

Ned Woolverton ;1 

Shirt, Glass Clip, Cup VAN METER INDUSTRIAL 
INC. 

Terry White 

20 Caps VERMEER SALES AND 
SERVICE 

Given to each winner A 

$25.00 Gift Certificate WEBER MEATS Stanley Walker A 

GRAND PRIZE #1: $100 CASH WIEC Mary Scheetz | 

GRAND PRIZE #2: $100 CASH WIEC Larry Teel Jj 

GRAND PRIZE #3: $100 CASH WIEC Larry Huls | 

GRAND PRIZE #4: $100 CASH WIEC Aron Metternich 3 

GRAND PRIZE #5: $100 CASH WIEC Helen Vass | 

'•I'M ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Our Energy - Our Future 
What you tan do to help ensure affordable energy in the future? 
It seems like every time America 

discovers it has a crisis on its 
hands, the government wakes up 
and proposes a crash program to 
fix it. Sometimes, a crisis pushes 
us to great heights - literally. In 
1958, the Soviet Union launched 
Sputnik, the first orbiting satel¬ 
lite. Later, President Kennedy 
responded by launching a “crash 
program” to commit all necessary 
U.S. talent and resources to put¬ 
ting an American on the moon by 
the end of the decade. 

And, amazingly, we did it. Neil 
Armstrong set foot on the moon 
July 1969, well within Kennedy’s 
proposed timeline. 

The goal of addressing green¬ 
house gas emissions may pose 
a more difficult challenge than 
reaching the moon. True leader¬ 
ship on climate change will require 
balancing competing goals that all 
serve the public interest. Keeping 
electricity affordable and reliable is 
just as much in the public interest 
as mitigating climate change. 

As the race to develop the 
technology to limit carbon diox¬ 
ide begins, Americans must have 
the energy they need, not just in 
their homes but also to grow the 
economy. 

Some of the legislative propos¬ 
als under consideration, however, 
put at risk the current system 

What are you doing t 

research required to 

electric plants an a 

Balancing electricitj^eedsjlfd environmental 

goals will be difficult. Hjpv much is all this 

going to increase myelectric bill and 

what will you do to make it affordable? 

that gives nearly every American 
access to dependable electricity. 
Congress needs to see the broader 
picture. That’s where co-op mem¬ 
bers, as electricity consumers, 
come in. 

Every member has a role to 
play in influencing this debate 
that will likely result in new laws 
on climate change soon after the 
new administration and new Con¬ 
gress begin their work in 2009. 

Every member has a role to play 
in making sure elected representa¬ 
tives remember their obligations 
to protecting the public’s interest 
in maintaining affordable, reliable 
electricity. 

Over the next 20 years, electric 
utilities must increase generat¬ 
ing capacity by 30 percent just to 
keep up with projected demand. 
The excess capacity enjoyed for 
decades has been used up. At the 
same time that lawmakers address 
climate change they need to ad¬ 
dress an impending electricity 
shortage, which in some parts of 
the country could be here as soon 
as 2011. (7834-4) 

Some people say the future 
demand can be met through effi¬ 
ciency and renewable energy; and 
there has been some success in 
those areas. New renewable ener- 

► Continued on page 16b 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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Mi Illinois 
ELECTRICAL COOP 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357'3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

i Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

i William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

i Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

i Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

i Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

► Continued from page 16a 

gy resources, organizing demand- 
side management tools, increasing 
system efficiency, and promoting 
conservation and efficiency are 
quickly being integrated at the 
consumer level. And while that is 
a good thing, it’s not enough. 

Congress needs to be reminded 
that energy efficiency alone won’t 
solve the climate change chal¬ 
lenge. Nor will renewable sources 
of energy suffice. Today, just over 
11 percent of co-op power comes 
from renewable sources. That 
percentage is growing daily, but 
renewables are a long way from 
becoming a major reliable source. 

Simply put, significant reduc¬ 
tions in carbon emissions over the 
long term will not happen without 
the same kind of massive - and 
expensive - investment in research 
and development that got Ameri¬ 
cans to the moon in 1969. With¬ 
out leadership at the federal level, 
this investment will not be made. 

Here’s what cooperative mem¬ 
bers can do. National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion (NRECA) has launched a 
national grassroots campaign, 
titled, “Our Energy, Our Future: 
A Dialogue with America.” It has 

one purpose: to encourage open 
discussion between electric co-op 
consumers and their elected offi¬ 
cials about the challenge of keep¬ 
ing the lights on. (6820-32) 

At the 2008 Annual Meeting, 
members were informed about this 
program and were encouraged to 
fill out cards with their name and 
address. These cards were regis¬ 
tered at on the ourenergy.coop 
website and their voice was heard. 

All members can visit the 
“ourenergy.coop” website and 
enter your address and send Con¬ 
gress your questions, beginning 
with “What are you doing to make 
sure we’ll have the power we need 
in the future?” 

For those members without 
access to the Internet, call the 
WIEC office and find out how 
your message can still get to your 
elected officials. 

Thanks to the cooperative 
grass-roots efforts through the Our 
Energy, Our Future campaign, 
members have sent more than 
190,000 messages to their legisla¬ 
tors asking what they are doing to 
ensure that there will be the elec¬ 
tric capacity needed to keep the 
lights on. The dialogue has begun. 

Welcome 
New Members 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

i Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

i Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

AAAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $ 10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

_ Month June, 2008  

Neil Ackers, Hamilton 

Shawn Adams, Dallas City 

Barry M & Portia G. Anderson, 

Carthage 

Rhonda Brown, Hamilton 

Glenn Cuerden, Englewood, CO 

Rebecca B. Fischer, Quincy 

Robert & Richard Ford, Carman 

William J Gibson, Hamilton 

Jared Knutstrom, Gladstone 

Billy R. Nail, Niota 

Chris Smith, Davis IL 

Murphy J. Wilson, Burlington, IA 

Chad M & Sara B Worrell, Sutter 
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What If Your Vehicle 
Comes in Contact 
With a Power Line? 

f your car, truck or piece of farm 

equipment comes in contact 

with a power line, your safety and 

those of your passengers depends 

on everyone staying calm. Here 

are some tips to follow: 

• You should remain inside your 

vehicle. If you are in your car, you 

are not part of electricity’s path, 

which always looks for the short¬ 

est way to the ground. Honk your 

horn to alert passersby. 

• If someone stops to help, roll 

down the window and warn them 

not to touch the car or the power 

line. Ask them to phone 911 and 

contact the local electric utility 

immediately. You can also use your 

cell phone to contact the authori¬ 

ties. Be sure you can tell them 

road coordinates of where you are 

to help them find you. 

• Wait in your car until qualified 

electrical workers turn the power 

off and tell you it’s safe to leave 

the car. (7719-8) 

• If you have to leave the car 

because of fire or other danger, 

open the door and jump away 

from the vehicle so no part of 

your body touches the vehicle 

and the ground at the same time. 

Make sure to jump with both feet 

together so that your feet land on 

the ground at the same time. 

• After you land with both feet 

together, shuffle away, keeping 

both feet in contact with the 

ground constantly. 

• Do not try to help someone 

from the vehicle. If you do, you 

may become a path for electricity 

and be injured or killed. 

Source: National Weather Service 

New 
Groundman 
Joins WIEC 

On May 12, Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop, hired Tim Shu¬ 

mate for the position of groundman. 

Tim’s responsibilities will include as¬ 

sisting the line crew while learning 

about WIEC and our distribution 

system. 

Tim, a graduate of Hamilton 

High School and Southwest Line¬ 

man College in Trenton, GA, cur¬ 

rently lives in rural Nauvoo. During 

his spare time, Tim hunts. When 

asked what he hunts, he smiles and 

says “Anything!”. 

Welcome to the WIEC family, Tim. 

For more information 
about your co-op visit 

us at www.wiec.net AM 
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Save on Energy With New 
Efficient Clothes Washers 

Energy Stanqualified clothes 
washers use the latest technology 
to substantially reduce energy and 
water consumption. They must 
boast a modified energy factor of 
at least 1.72 and a water factor no 
greater than 8.0—criteria that gen¬ 
erally limit them to front-loading 
and advanced top-loading models. 

Front-loading clothes washers 
use a horizontal or tumble-axis 
basket to lift and drop clothing 
into the water, instead of rubbing 
clothes around a central agitator 
in a full tub. These units use less 
energy than conventional clothes 
washers by reducing the amount of 
hot water needed to clean clothes. 
Front-loading models also squeeze 
more water out of clothes by using 
spin speeds that are two to three 
times faster than conventional 

washers, thereby reducing drying 
time and energy use. 

New top-loading models typi¬ 
cally employ spray valves to rinse 
clothes instead of using a new tub 
of water. Repeated high-pressure 
rinses that remove soap residue 
not only reduce the energy re¬ 
quired for water heating, hut typi¬ 
cally save an average of 15 gallons 
of water per wash. 

Qualified top-loading models 
also have sensors that monitor 
the incoming water temperature, 
keeping it hot enough to dissolve 
detergent and provide high-perfor¬ 
mance cleaning, hut cool enough 
to save energy and minimize dam¬ 
age to fabrics. This technology 
results in less hot water and less 
energy consumption. 

Source: NRECA Cooperative Re¬ 
search Network 

1 

I 1 r* ^ EN FREQUENTLY ASKED (QUESTIONS 

My power went out, but I have 
already checked my breakers/ 

fuses. That’s not the problem. Now 
what do I need to say when I call in 
to report the outage? 

When a member calls in for an 
outage, the map location is the 
quickest way we can find you on 
our system. If you can’t find your 
map location number, knowing 
how your bill is addressed is im¬ 
portant. For example, let’s say a 
bill is addressed as follows: 

Robert Brown 
% Sam Smith 
123 N. County Rd 456 
Nauvoo, IF 62354 

The landlord of the property, 
Robert, on the top line, but is 
sent in care of the current tenant, 
Sam. When Sam calls in for an 
outage, he says ”I’m Sam Smith 
and I’m out of power. “There is 
no Sam Smith on our records, so 
Sam needs to tell us that the bill 
is under Robert Brown’s name. 
(6524-39) Trying to straighten 
this out prolongs the time it takes 
to get his power restored. 

It is also helpful if a member 
has more than one service, to 
either know the map location 
number of that specific loca¬ 
tion or the service address. A 
service address is a one or two 

word description of what is there 
or where it is. An example of a 
service address could be: grain 
bin, well, or south place. It can 
be anything that will help you 
remember which bill is for which 
location. 

Please be patient when you 
call in. If the phone is still busy 
after several attempts, it may 
indicate that there is an outage 
that covers a large area. This can 
especially be true after a wind 
or ice storm. Keep trying as you 
may have an individual outage 
that we will need to know about. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Capital Credit Checks to be Mailed in October 
Retirement for members on our lines in 1970 and 1971 

It was announced at the Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. Annual 

Meeting in June, that the WIEC 
board decided to pay back capital 
credits to members who were on 
our lines during the years 1970 

and 1971. The amount of total 
retirement will be over $52,000 
and checks should be mailed dur¬ 
ing the later half of October. 

Capital credits are margins that 
remain once a co-op’s financial 

obligations are met. They are ei¬ 
ther returned to the membership 
or used for operation of the co-op. 
Issuing capital credits is (861-31) 
just one way that co-ops differ 
from investor-owned utilities. 

October is Cooperative Month 
Did you know electric cooperatives employ 

67,000 people in the United States? 
WIEC has 15 local employees ready to serve our members. 
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524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217-357-3125 

800-576-3125 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the W1EC office 
by the 25 th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

October is 
Cooperative 

Month 

Did you know electric 
cooperatives own and maintain 
2.5 million miles, or 42 
percent of the nation’s electric 

distribution lines, covering 

three quarters of the nation’s 

land mass? WIEC maintains 

over 1,200 miles of line. 

WeUome New 
Members 

Michael Harrell, Carthage 

Kathleen Keltner, Hamilton 

Bobby L. Spray, Sutter 

Betsy Walker, Burnside 

FAQ 
FAQ: How soon will the 
Automatic Meter Read¬ 
ing system be in place? 

For the past several months, 
we’ve been telling our members 

about the wonderful things (9622- 
23-20) Automatic Meter Reading 
(AMR) will be able to do. AMR 
will allow all electric meters to 
communicate directly with the of¬ 
fice, as well as monitor each mem¬ 
ber’s usage by the day or hour. 

The installation of the system 
is a two-phase process. The first 
step is to change out the meters at 
each member’s location. Currently, 
we have over 3,500 meters on our 
system. This number does not in¬ 
clude locations with a second heat 
meter. We have contracted this to 
a third-party company to do this 
for us and they are over 50 percent 
completed. 

The second phase is more com¬ 
plex. It requires the WIEC line¬ 
men to install equipment at each 
of our six substations which will 
direct the information from each 
meter to our office. This instal¬ 
lation (7716-2-1) needs our own 
linemen’s expertise and familiarity 
with our system to make it work. 

Unfortunately, it has been a 
very busy summer due to the flood 
and high number of new services 
needing to be installed. There 
was a conscious decision made 
by WIEC to put the needs of the 
member’s first, and then continue 
with the AMR as time allows. 

We appreciate our member’s 
patience until this process is com¬ 
pleted. 

Low Income Energy Assistance 
Call for appointment after Nov. 3 for most 

If you need financial assistance to pay 
your electric bill, you may be eligible 

to participate in the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program (LT 
HEAP). They are accepting calls for 
appointments as of Sept. 2 for house¬ 
holds that have elderly or disabled. 
Calls for appointments for all others 
will be accepted starting Nov. 3, 2008. 
Applicants must call for an appoint¬ 
ment and bring with them proof of 
income for the last 30 days, their most 
recent electric bill and Social Security 
Cards for all in the household. 

Assistance is based on combined 
household income. If it is at or below 
the levels shown below, you may be 
eligible. Good faith effort to maintain 
electric service may (3915-48) also 
be required. 

For more details, contact the fol¬ 
lowing: 

Members in Hancock, Henderson 
and McDonough Counties: 

Western Illinois Regional Council 
223 S. Randolph 
Macomb IL 61455 
309-837-2997 

Members in Adams County: 
Two Rivers Regional Council 
1891 Maine St. Suite 4 
Quincy, IL 62301 
217-224-8171 

In addition, members may also find 
help from The Salvation Army, their 
Township supervisors, the Veteran’s 
Administration and area churches. 

Household size 30 Day Income 

1 $1,300 

2 $1,750 

3 $2,000 

(add $450 for each additional house 
member) 
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Replace a Furnace or Air Conditioning Filter 
Do you check your furnace/air 

conditioner or heat pump’s 
filter each month? Probably not, 
hut you should. Dirty air filters 
will reduce your furnace/air con¬ 
ditioner or heat pump’s efficiency 
levels more than you think, cost¬ 
ing you more money. Chances 
are, you’ll need to replace your 
filter every other month, or even 
more often if you have multiple 
pets or smoke indoors. 

You’ll save more money in en¬ 
ergy costs by replacing the filter 
as needed than trying to squeak 
by another month. Bottom line: 
Filters are cheap, change them 
often. Idere’s how: 

1. Locate your filter. It could 
be in your furnace, between 
the air handler and return 
air duct, or possibly in your 
return air duct in the ceiling. 
Is it furry with dust bunnies? 
Then it needs to be changed. 
Be aware that some newer 
furnaces contain two filters, 
one serving as a backup. 
Make sure you locate the main 
filter on this type of system. 

2. Measure your filter carefully. 
They come in all different 
sizes that can vary as little as 
1/8-inch. The size should be 
marked on the old filter. 

3. Determine which type of 
filter you need. Most filters 
are disposable while a few are 

reusable and will just need 
washing. Fiberglass or paper 
pleated disposable filters are 
the cheapest. Be careful when 
shopping for a new filter. It 
your system cannot handle 
the newer, allergen reducing, 
thicker filters, using one could 
reduce the airflow to your unit 
and cut efficiency. When you 
buy a new filter, get several so 
you have them on hand. 

4. Place the new filter in the 
unit exactly where you found 
the old. Now, don’t just for¬ 
get about it. Check it every 
month. 

For more information, contact 
your local F1VAC dealer. 

October is Cooperative Month 
Come to WIEC’s Annual Cookie Day to celebrate 

Cooperative Month. 
See page 9 for more details. 
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Yield Fewer Accidents This Harvest 
Harvest season can yield higher 

numbers of electrocution, 
shock and burn injuries on the 
farm. Nationwide, an average of 
64 agricultural workers are electro¬ 
cuted and hundreds more injured 
in electrical accidents each year. 
Safe Electricity and Western Il¬ 
linois Electrical Coop, urge farmers 
to avoid tragic accidents by being 
aware of the location of power 
lines in the fields and around the 
bins. 

Equipment, such as augers, 
contacting overhead power lines is 
the leading cause of farm electro¬ 
cution accidents in the Midwest. 

“Everyone who works on the 
farm should know the location of 
power lines and keep farm equip¬ 
ment at least 10 feet away from 
them - below, to the side and 
above power lines,” says Molly 
Hall, Director of Safe Electricity. 
“Ensuring proper clearance can 
save lives.” 

Here are some other safety con¬ 
siderations: 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

Always lower portable augers 
or elevators to their lowest 
possible level - under 14 feet - 
before moving or transporting; 
use care when raising them. 
Be aware of increased height 
when loading and transporting 
larger modern tractors with 
higher antennas. 
Always use a spotter or some¬ 
one to help make certain that 
contact is not made with a 
line when moving large equip¬ 
ment or high loads. 
Do not use metal poles when 
breaking up bridged grain in¬ 
side and around bins. 
As in any outdoor work, be 
careful not to raise any equip¬ 
ment such as ladders, poles or 
rods into power lines. Remem¬ 
ber, non-metallic materials 
such as lumber, tree limbs, 
tires, ropes and hay may also 
conduct electricity under cer¬ 
tain conditions. 
Use qualified electricians for 
work on drying equipment and 

other farm electrical systems. 
Apply decals to all equip¬ 
ment that may pose electrical 
hazards and explain decals to 
workers who use the equip¬ 
ment. 
Inspect farm equipment for 
transport height and deter¬ 
mine clearance with any 
power lines under which the 
equipment must pass. 
Review the possibility’ of un¬ 
derground utility supplies for 
new or replacement power 
lines. 
If you have a standby power 
system, review its location, op¬ 
eration and importance with 
all workers. 
Train seasonal employees to 
be aware of risks for potential 
electrical shock on the farm 
even if they only work tempo¬ 
rarily. 
Never attempt to raise or 
move a power line to clear a 
path. 
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What time is it? It's Safety Fair Time!!!!! 
Students tome to learn and have fun 
For the fourteenth year, WIEC held its Safety Fair 

on Sept. 26. Fifth graders from five different local 
elementary schools came to learn about safety on many 
different topics. 

nam* l CXrensiOn 

• Students could go through the Smoke House that 
simulates a house full of smoke. Carthage Fireman Dirk 
Tweedell talks to the kids about the importance of having 
a predetermined meeting place to go to once everyone 
is out of the house. 

The day started with Kyle Fin- 
\ey, of Live Line Demo, speak¬ 
ing to the kids about how to 
be safe around electric lines. 
He demonstrated the power 
of 7200 volts of electricity 
with loud bangs and sparks. 
(3717-53) 

Continued on 16c ► 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 
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I ELECTRICAL COOP. 
A Tbuch-srone Energy* Cooperative 

524 North Madison 1 P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net 1 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217'357'3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

i Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Calvin Baumann — 
Director, Basco 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Seven 2009 IEC Memorial 
Scholarships Available Western Illinois Electrical 

Coop. Manager Paul M. 
Dion has announced that for 
the fourteenth consecu¬ 
tive year the Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperatives will award 
academic scholarships to high 
school seniors. 

Seven scholarships of $1,250 
each will be awarded in 2009 
to eligible high school seniors 
through the Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative (IEC) Memorial Schol¬ 
arship Program. 

Four scholarships will be award 
ed to students who are the sons 
or daughters of an Illinois electric 
cooperative member receiving ser¬ 
vice from the cooperative. A fifth 
scholarship, the Earl W. Struck 
Memorial Scholarship, will be 
awarded to a student who is the 
son or daughter of an Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperative employee. The 
sixth and seventh scholarships 
are reserved for students enrolling 
full-time at a two-year (957-11) 

Paul Anderson, Warsaw 
Patricia Clark, Bowen 

Eddie L Cunningham, Marietta II 
Ray & Pam Driskell, Carthage 
Jonathan M. Fecht, Carthage 

Johnathan Galbraith, Stronghurst 
Rebecca Gilpin, Niota 

Stacy & Brenda Gilpin, Niota 
Cody L Grainger, Carthage 

David & Nicole Grate-Hurt, Basco 
Jarrett Johnson & Krista Olson, 

Dallas City 
Analu B Jones Trust, Stronghurst 

Junk Farms, Inc, Carthage 
Kelly Nason, Dallas City 
Scott Overton, Roseville 

Laura Steffensmeier, Stronghurst 
Mickael Sullivan, Niota 

Richard A. Trelstad, Niota 

Illinois community college who 
are the sons or daughters of Il¬ 

linois electric cooperative 
members, employees or 
directors. 
“We hope to assist electric 

cooperative youth while honor¬ 
ing past rural electric leaders with 

this scholarship,” says Dion. “WIEC 
and the other Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives are always seeking ways to 
make a difference in our communi¬ 
ties. One of the best ways we can do 
that is by helping our youth through 
programs like this one.” 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance exam scores, work 
and volunteer experience, school 
and civic activities, and a short es¬ 
say that demonstrates their knowl¬ 
edge of electric cooperatives. 

For more information contact 
Becky Dickinson at WIEC at 
217-357-3125 or 800-576-3125 
or ask your high school guidance 
counselor. 

Office dosings 
In observance of Veter¬ 
an's Day, WIEC's office 
will be closed Nov. 11. 

r ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 1 THEIR ★★★★★★★ 

COUKAGIE 

AT1ME JQ 

In observance of 
Thanksgiving Day, 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop/s office will be closed 

Thursday, Nov. 27. 
The office will reopen 

Friday, Nov. 28. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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What time is it? It's Safety Fair Time!!!!! - continued from page 16a 

Maria Hopp, Hancock Co. 9-1-1 Coordinator gave a 

demonstration on the proper way to call 9-1-1 and 

also what happens after the call. There was an am¬ 

bulance on hand to take it a step further and actually 

secured students in a back board or neck brace. 

WIEC line crew were on hand to explain how their equipment can 

keep them safe when working on live electric lines. Tim Shumate 

shows students his technique for pole climbing. 

Melita Finney, Hancock Co. 

Health Dept and Lindsey 

Shupe of SID School of Nurs¬ 

ing, demonstrated that if a 

bicycle helmet can keep a 

cantaloupe from being hurt 

when dropped, it can keep 

a head safe too! 

WIEC furnished a lunch of hot 

dogs, chips, fruit cup and wa¬ 

ter to the students, teachers, 

presenters and chaperones. It 

was served on a Frisbee that the 

students could take home as a 

souvenir. 

Safety Fair 
Uvtai Smart KMrtnaSafe 

MBUBB 
ELECTRICAL CRBr. 

| WIEC would like to thank the following: 
Sly Fox Food Service - ordering and preparing the food 
Kohls Distributors - the donation of bottled water 
RLDS Church - use of the building 
Carthage High School Student Council and their sponsors, 

Mrs. Connie Flesner and Mrs. Peggy Latherow 
Marine Bank & Trust - supplying paper goods 

We would also like to thank the following presenters for donating 
their time: 

State Trooper Ed Howard 
Dept, of Conservation Officer Eric Myers 
Melita Finney and Lindsey Shupe, Hancock Co. Health Dept. 
Carthage Clipper Fire Dept. 
Kristen Huls and Dawn Weinberg, University of Illinois Extension 
Maria Hopp, 9-1-1 coordinator Hancock Co. Ambulance Service 
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Caulk Around Your Windows 

Caulking around the exterior of 

your windows is an easy way 

to stop small air drafts. There are 

many different types and colors 

of caulk available. Choose what 

will work best for your needs and 

match your home. Some caulks 

are even paint-compatihle. Keep 

in mind you’ll need about half a 

tube per window on average, as 

well as a caulk gun. 

• Pick a fairly (3724-10) warm, 

dry day. 

• Clean the area. Scrape away any 

old caulk or peeling paint, and 

clean the area of dirt and grime. 

• Cut off 1/4-1/2-inch of the tip 

of the caulk tube at a 45° angle, 

puncture the seal with a nail if 

needed, and place the tube into 

the gun. 

• Run a bead of caulk between 

the siding and window frame. 

Look for any gaps or areas where 

air could get through. The bead 

should be about 1/8-inch thick, 

at least. You may need to fre¬ 

quently clean the tip of the tube 

to get a smooth line. Make sure 

to use enough caulk to overlap 

both sides. 

• You can smooth out the caulk 

if you wish with a small flat 

object, like an ice cream stick 

or flat screwdriver (if you keep 

w7iping it clean). Avoid using 

your fingers. The caulk could be 

harmful to your skin. 

• If you plan to paint over the 

caulk, wait 24 hours. You can also 

caulk around doors and other 

small areas. 

For gaps over a 1/2-inch try 

expandable foam. It’s available in 

several formulas for different jobs 

and can be used to fill in large gaps 

around windows and doors, as well 

as holes where plumbing or wires 

come into the home and where the 

foundation meets. Use caution with 

it because it expands much more 

than you think and can be difficult 

to remove once it dries. 

Vinyl, metal and various other 

forms of w'eather-stripping can also 

be found at home improvement 

stores. These (8518-59) products 

can help seal air leaks where your 

window or door opens and closes. 

It’s also available for garage doors. 

Check your weather-stripping yearly 

and replace as needed. 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
sells water heaters at the great low price: 

"Warm water feels great! 

Can you imagine life 

without it? " 

50 gallon: $200* 
plus a $50 installation fee. 

80 gallon: $350* 
plus a $50 installation fee. 

(Price of both sizes of water heaters includes 

a 6 year warranty) 

Bill Credits available: 
Any WIEC member who uses an electric water 

heater is eligible for water heater credits on their electric 

bill. Just call our office to enroll. The amount of credit 

will depend on how many kilowatt-hours (kWh) are 

used. The credit is calculated by multiplying the number 

of kWh used between 500 and 900 by 2 cents; the credit 

will range from 2 cents to $8. 

* Water heater must be installed on WIEC lines. 
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from the 
Employees and Directors of 

Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

Board of Directors 

Calvin Baumann 
Dave Biery 
Mike Ford 

Robert Gronewold 
Jay Morrison 

William Newton 
Janet Spory 

Employees 

Greg Bolton 
Scott Carle 

Donna Cramer 
Becky Dickinson 

Paul Dion 
Cody Grainger 

Todd Grotts 
Eric Johnson 

Mark Kissinger 
Andy Lafeber 

Terry Long 
Tommie Long 

Karmen 
Metternich 
Tyler Neally 

Tim Shumate 
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524 North Madison J P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net i 800/5 76-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS 
TO REPORT OUTAGE 

217'357-3125 
800-576-3125 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter. If you find your map 
location number call the W1EC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Attention 
High School 
Seniors... 

The deadline for returning your 
applications for the Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives Memorial 
Scholarships is Jan. 1, 2009. Ask 
your guidance counselor tor an 
application and brochure. Or call 
the WIEC office for an application 
or brochure. (461-58) 

Dealing Effectively with Wind 
Energy: Landowner Issues # * 
Have you heard there is a wind 

developer in your area? Been 
approached by someone wanting 
to talk to you about wind lease? 
Not sure what this means? What 
questions you should be asking? 
How quickly will something hap¬ 
pen? 

Dealing effectively with 
wind energy from a landowners’ 
perspective will be the theme of 
a Dec. 16 meeting coordinated 
by the Illinois Wind Working 
Group, University of Illinois 
Extension, and Western Illinois 
Economic Development Partner¬ 
ship (WIEDP). The program will 
be from 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Monsanto Agronomy Center 
located at 1677 80th Street, Mon¬ 
mouth. (4532-12) 

“As we’ve experienced in¬ 
creased interest from wind de¬ 
velopers in the Warren County 
region, we have also recognized 
the need to provide educational 
opportunities for landowners and 
government officials as they deal 
with this new industry,” said Jolene 
Willis, Executive Director, WIEDP 
“I’m pleased that the Illinois Wind 

Working Group selected our area 
as the pilot location for this valu¬ 
able program.” 

Whether you have been ap¬ 
proached by a developer, have 
heard there is interest in your area, 
or think there could be interest in 
the future, this program will pro¬ 
vide you the base knowledge need 
to start asking the right questions. 
University educators and industry 
professionals will present: Wind 
Energy 101 Dispelling Myths, 
Wind project development start 
to finish, and landowner contracts 
and issues. 

Pre-registration is requested 
by Dec. 10. Seating is limited so 
registration will be taken on a first- 
come basis. A $15 per person fee 
will be charged to cover refresh¬ 
ments, handouts and resource 
materials. To register for the pro¬ 
gram or more information, please 
contact the WIEDP office at 
309-734'4253 or email to info@ 
wiedp.org . No cancellations or 
refunds after Dec. 10. Directions 
to the meeting location will be 
provided upon registration. 

Change of Address Notification 
We are asking members to 

double-check the address 
that appears on their WIEC 
electric bill and on the Illinois 
Country Living magazine to 
make sure it is correct. If you 
notice even a slight difference 
from what it should be, please 
contact our office. We need to 
know the correct postal address. 
The Postal Service is updat¬ 
ing their equipment, so even a 
minor difference could keep the 
mailing from being delivered. 

We thank you for your assistance. 
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Before you fly south "Snow Birds!" 
let WIEC know your winter address 

If you’re planning on leaving the 
frigid Midwest behind this winter 

to go where it’s warm and sunny, 
please call WIEC before you leave. 
We will need your new address to 
make sure that your electric bill 
gets to you in a timely manner. 

Many of our members who do 

travel for extended or even brief 
periods of time, really enjoy the 
ease of Easy Pay. This program 
automatically pays your electric 
bill on the due date either from a 
checking/savings account or by a 
charge card. This is a free service 
and can save you time, effort and 

money. Just think - no stamps to 
buy, checks to write or worrying if 
your payment will reach WIEC in 
time. (7815'24) It’s so easy and 
can give you more time to relax 
and enjoy the warm weather. 

Call our office or go to www. 
wiec.net for more details. 

Vegetation Management Schedule 
Tree trimming begins in December 

Han€0€k County • Adams County 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, plans to have crews performing routine tree trimming 
starting in December in all or parts of the following townships: 

HANCOCK COUNTY: ADAMS COUNTY: 

Augusta, Chili, St. 
Albans, Walker, Rocky 

Run, St. Mary, Harmony, 
Bear Creek, Wythe, and 

Wilcox 

Lima 

Due to the advanced printing of this issue of the WIEC News, these plans are subject to 
change. If there are questions or concerns, please contact our office during normal business 
hours at 217'357'3125 or 800-576-3125. (6817-62) 

For more information concerning our vegetation management policy, check out 
our website at www.wiec.net under the program tab. 

Welcome New Members 

Maggie Anderson, Lomax 

Troy Brown, Carol Stream 

David J. Danielson, Plymouth 

Mitch Graham, Carthage 

Kade T. Harl, Niota 

Melissa Hartman, LaHarpe 

Bryan Long, Pontoosuc 

Midwest Extreme Hunting, LLC, 

Carthage 

Janet Morris & Amy Reeves, Niota 

Tara Puckett, Hamilton 

Chris Schwerer, Blandinsville 

Rich & Hillary Sealock, Carthage 

Clinton & Crystal Stimpson, Carman 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • December 2008 ^ 6c 



W
estern Illinois Electricdl Coop. • Your electric company • W

estern Illinois Electrical Coop. • Your electric company • W
estern Illinois Electrical Coop. 

i 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

The WIEC office will close at noon on Dec. 24 so our employees may spend the Christmas holiday with 
their families. The office will reopen at 8 a.m. on Dec. 26. 

The WIEC office will also close at noon on Dec. 31 and reopen Jan. 2 in observance of the New Year’s 
holiday. 

As always, please call 217'357-3125 or 800'576-3125 in case of power emergencies any time day or night. 
We ask that all non-emergency calls, including payment arrangements or billing questions wait until 

7Z7$*m normal business hours. 

Pear Santa. 

This Christmas, please bring me 
items that my co-op says will 
help me save money and make 
life easier! 

t. An electric blanket 
2. Energy-efficient washer 

and dryer 
3. Energy Star dishwasher 
4. Low-flow showerhead 
5. Programmable 

thermostat 

Santa, you can shop at WIEC 
for these things on my list: 

6. Security Light purchased or 
rented from WIEC. 

7. Kiil-A-Watt Meter - so I 
know just how much my old 
appliances are costing me. 

8. WIEC (rift certificate that 
will go toward my electric 
bill - any dollar amount will 
do! 

I’ve been really good this year 
and tell Rudolph hello! 

Love. 
Joe WIEC Member 


