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Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Now Offers Online Bill Pay 

You’ve been asking for 
it and now you have it, 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
is proud to announce the op¬ 
tion to pay your electric bill 
online at www.shelbyelectric.coop. 
Not only will you be able to pay your 
bill online you will also be able to 
check payment history, billing histo¬ 
ry, bill details or even see a paper bill 
image. Another great feature is you 
will be able to look at your past 13- 
month usage history, monthly cost, 
average cost and average history. 

Once you visit www.shelbyelectric.coop 
click on the bill pay icon; this will 
take you to a log in screen. You will 
then click on the second bulleted 
item where it says “click here for 
online account access.” This will 
take you to a New User Registration 

ONLINE BILL PAY 
screen. You will need your account 
number to create a password. It will 
also ask for an e-mail address. If you 
do not have an e-mail address there 
are several places to get a free e-mail 
account, AOL.com and Yahoo.com 
are just a couple of e-mail options. 
Once you have registered, all you 
will need is your e-mail address and 
password to access your account. 
This is a secure site and your per¬ 
sonal information will not be shared 
or given away. 

The cooperative will still be 
mailing out statements so mem¬ 
bers without Internet access or 

who prefer to mail in their monthly 
payments will still be able to do so. 

If you have questions please 
feel free to contact the cooperative 
office at 1-800-677-2612. We hope 
you enjoy this new feature to the 
cooperative’s Web site. 

Free Online Classifieds 
Now Available 

Go to www.shelbyelectric.coop and you will lo¬ 
cate a new feature to the cooperative’s Web site called 
Marketplace. The Marketplace link is located on the 
lower left hand portion of the Web site. 

This is a free classifieds ad service for your use. 
There is a place to list for sale, wanted and free items 
as well as a place to list rentals and services. 

If you do not have Internet access but want to 
list an item, send your items to Marketplace, RO. Box 
560, Shelbyville, IL 62565 and we will list your item 
for you. If you have questions or need assistance con¬ 
tact the cooperative at 800-677-2612. 

Your item(s) will be posted for 45 days. 
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Co-op Connections Card 
You should have received your new 

and improved Coop Connections 
membership card in the September 
issue of Shelby News. This new card 
includes fantastic pharmacy discounts 
that make getting prescriptions simple 
and more affordable. The back of the 
new card has information to help you 
get your pharmacy discounts. 

Visit www.locateproviders.com to 
see a full listing of pharmacies honor¬ 

ing the Coop Connections card. Phar¬ 
macy discounts are not intended as a 
substitute for insurance. 

In addition you can still use your 
card to get great discounts from area 
merchants as well. To see a listing of 
national businesses accepting the card 
go to www.connections.coop. If you’ve 
misplaced your card or need a new one 
contact the cooperative at 1-800-677- 
2612. 

Here is a listing of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative Coop Connections card 
local business participants as of De¬ 
cember 3, 2007. 

Assumption 
■ The Knick-Knack Shoppe 820-1168 
10% off final purchase of non'Consigned mer- 
chandise excluding furniture. 

Bloomington 
■ Glass Specialty Company Inc 
309-664-1087 
$20 Wal-Mart gift card with any auto glass 

replacement. 

Champaign 
■ Glass Specialty Company Inc 
352-4258 
$20 Wal-Mart gift card with any auto glass 

replacement. 

■ Glass Specialty Company Inc 
429-2371 
$20 Wal-Mart gift card with any auto glass 

replacement. 

■ Scotty’s Pest Control 422-9372 
20% discount on all jobs over $50 up to 

$1000. 

■ Starship & The Enterprise Grill 
872-8882 
Buy a lunch or dinner and get one half off. 

Effingham 
■ Great Clips 342-4030 
$2.00 off haircut. 

■ Wireless Mike’s 356-9300 
50% off car cord or leather case when activat¬ 

ing a new line or upgrading an existing plan. 

Decatur 
■ Creative Media Services, Inc. 
428-9950 
First hour of graphic design work is 20% off. 
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Findlay 
■ Eagle Creek Resort 756-3456 
15% off regular room rate. Subject to 

availability. Golf- receive free cart rental. 

Greenville 
■ Enertech, Inc 618-664-9010 
$50 per ton equipment discount (max 5 
ton) on GeoComfort or Paradise geothermal 

systems. 

Mattoon 
■ Wireless Mike’s 258-8771 
50% off car cord or leather case when activat¬ 

ing a new line or upgrading an existing plan. 

Oconee 
■ Hired Hands Services 539-4218 
5% off any carpet or resilient flooring. 

Pana 
■ Bland Heating & Air Conditioning 
562-4256 
10% discount on service calls. 

■ Merle Norman Cosmetic / Cut N Curl 
562-4722 
10% off retail. 

• Pana Iron Store Co. 562-2168 
10% discount off retail purchase. 

Peoria 
■ Glass Specialty Company Inc 
309-676-6181 
$20 Wal-Mart gift card with any auto glass 

replacement. 

Pleasant Plains 
■ Paul Tree Farms, LLC 414-9556 
or 971-7876 
10% off pine, spruces, maples and oaks. 

Shelbyville 
■ Barker’s Baboonery & Bridal 
774-2588 
10% off all balloons & gift basket purchases. 

■ Best Wedding Chapel 774-7809 
10% off the full guest wedding package. 

■ Beyers Chiropractic 774-5313 
10% off vitamins, braces and pillows. 

■ Boatman’s Auto Sales 774-4919 
$2 off oil change. 

■ Bogart Vision Care 774-4422 
20% eye glasses/sun glasses, 50% second 

pair. 

■ Carl Grabb Motors 774-2165 
10% off all service repairs (parts and labor). 

■ Coon Creek Lodge 756-3147 
10% discounts on rooms with kitchenettes. 

■ Custom Care Cleaners 774-3422 
$1 off every $10, $2 off every $20, $3 off 

every $30. 

■ Druby’s 774-5143 
2 free medium drinks w/ purchase of any ev¬ 

eryday Family Deal. 

■ Just A Stitch 774-2227 
20% off regular priced merchandise. 
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■ Leach-Wilson Chevrolet Buick CO 
774-3975 
5% off parts and labor any day of the week. 

■ Whalen’s West Side Floral 774-4644 
10% off, some restrictions apply. 

■ M & M Crafts 
10% off all merchandise. 

774-2609 
■ Woodpile Primitives 
10% off on any stock item. 

254-6955 

■ Macari’s Service Center 774-4214 
10% discount on furnace/AC clean/checks. 

5% discount on appliances over $250. Card 

to be present at time of purchase, no excep' 

tions. 

■ Main Street Decka-Rations 774-2535 
10% off McCall’s candles. 

• McElroy Recreational Sales 774-3960 
15% off parts and supplies at current list 

price. Offer expires January 26, 2008. 

■ Merle Norman Cosmetic’s & Boutique 
774-4233 
Save $2 on a purchase of $25 or more. 

■ Possum’s Treasures 
10% off Jelly Belly s. 

774-1300 

■ Ridings Xamis-Crews 774-2191 
$2 off Lube-Oil-Filter with an oil change. 

■ Shelbyville Public Printer 774-2337 
J5% off business customers or individuals. 

Sullivan 
■ Coyote Cabins 728-7150 
Regular price is $125/night, discount price is 

$99/night weekend and $89 Sunday through 

Thursday. 

Taylorville 
■ A Classic Bouquet 824-6556 
10% off purchases - cash & carry. 

• Don’s Lion’s Den 824-6111 
10% on all non-cosigned merchandise. 

■ Gordon Pontiac GMC 824-3381 
$200 off bottom line price after you have 

made your best deal. Limit- 1 offer per trans¬ 

action, no cash value. 

■ Market Street Inn 824-7220 
10% off single night stay, 20% off two or 

more night stay. 

■ ProStitch Auto Interiors & Uphol¬ 
stery, Inc 824-3228 
$10 off any basic headliner replacement or 

free black vinyl for ag/commercial seat re¬ 

pairs . 

■ Taylorville Community Credit Union 
824-9658 
25% off any new installment loan. 

■ The Best 4 Less 824-4003 
10% off already discounted prices. 

■ Yard Heating & Cooling 824-4737 
10% off on furnace and/or air conditioner 

checkup. 

Urbana 
■ Wireless Mike’s 365-9300 
50% off car cord or leather case when activat¬ 

ing a new line or upgrading an existing plan. 

Windsor 
■ Deerfield Bed & Breakfast 459-2750 
10% off. 

■ Hickory Hills Crafts & Collectibles 
459-2347 
10% off on all $20 or more purchases. 

Shelby Energy 
Financing on 

Now Offering 
Generators 

Shelby Energy has made the pur¬ 
chase of a Guardian whole house 

generator easier on the pocket book 
by offering various financing options. 
Call them today at 217-774-2311 for 
more details and to see if you qualify. 
“Do you have financing available is 
one of the questions we get asked 
the most about our generators,” said 
Steve Shoaff, Superintendent for 
Shelby Energy Co. “We are pleased 
to be able to answer that question 
with a ‘YES’ now when asked,” 
added Shoaff. 

Don’t be left in the dark again 
- get your generator today. 

If you purchase a generator and 
sign up for the cooperatives Residen- 

Shelby Energy 
217'774-2311 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy® Fanner 

PO Box, 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 

217-774-3986 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 

tial Interruptible Rate plan you can 
save $200 off the price of the genera¬ 
tor and save 15 percent off the en¬ 
ergy portion of your monthly electric 

bill. Call the cooperative for more 
information about the Residential 
Interruptible Rate. 
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Chrissy Grant Receives 1st Community 
Leader of the Month Award 

Shelby Electric Cooperative has 
begun a community initiative 

for the inside employees. Josh 
Shallenberger, Vice President of 
Finance <Sc Office Services for the 
cooperative, began this initiative 
back in October 2007. 

“I began awarding a Community 
Leader of the Month acknowledge¬ 
ment to the office person with the 
most hours of community service 
for any one month period and this 
amounts to the office employees con¬ 
tributing their time for the betterment 
of the community,” said Shallenberger. 

“Several employees already give 
much of their free time to community 
causes and this is one way the coop¬ 
erative can show their appreciation for 
a job well done,” added Shallenberger. 

Chrissy Grant, Accounting As¬ 
sistant, was awarded the first Com¬ 

munity Leader of the month award 
for her 10.5 hours of community 
service work. Chrissy earned the 
time for her work with her church 
Sunday school, the Cub Scouts and 
Scarecrow Daze. 

“1 think this is a fantastic initia¬ 
tive because it gives me the encour¬ 
agement and opportunity to make a 
difference in someone’s life. As I was 
growing up there were countless local 
volunteers who made a real impact 
on me so this is my chance to do the 
same for someone else,” said Grant. 
“Shelby Electric Cooperative has a 
commitment to community, and as a 
Shelby Electric employee, I feel that I 
have an obligation to share the same 
beliefs and responsibilities as the or¬ 
ganization that I represent.” 

Chrissy received a $25 gift card 
to Red Lobster as an acknowledge¬ 

ment for her efforts. To be eligible 
for the gift certificate, an employee 
must contribute a minimum of four 
hours of their time to the commu¬ 
nity each month. 

NOAA Multi-Purpose Radios Now 
Available From Shelby Electric 

Shelby Electric Cooperative is now selling the American Red 
Cross FR400 multi-purpose radio. With all the features this 

radio has, it is the perfect radio to have with you for any emer¬ 
gency. Stop by the cooperative and pick one up today, or call 
1-800-677-2612 for more information about the FR400. 

American 
Red Cross 

Your Touchstone Energy* Panncr 

Your Emergency Preparedness Partner 

l'80O677'2612 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 

American Red Cross FR400 

<2> Emergency Weather Alerts 
<2> Water-resistant 
<P NOAA weather band and 

TV-VHF radio bands 
<2> Receives all 7 of the NOAA 

weather frequencies 
^ Flashlight and siren 
<P Cell phone charger 
<P Four Power Sources 

4- AC Adaptor 
3 AA Batteries 

4“ Built-in rechargeable 
NI-NH Battery 

4- Dynamo Crank Charging 

OUTAGE REPORT 
DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS AFFECTED 
11/2/07 1.24 Taylorville Broken conductor 75 

11/12/07 0.45 Neoga Lightning 90 

11/26/07 0.52 Neoga Broken conductor 121 
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Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Otters Three Scholarships 

2007 scholarship recipients pictured from left to right are Anna Dowling of Roch¬ 
ester, Scott Ninmer of Taylorville and Stacey Solliday of Stonington. 

Every year Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative is pleased to award three 

academic scholarships in the amount 
of $1,000 each. Scholarships are 
awarded to a son or daughter of a 
current Shelby Electric Cooperative 
member who is receiving electric 
service from the cooperative at the 
time the scholarship application is 
submitted. In 2007 the winners were 
Stacey Solliday and Scott Ninmer of 
Taylorville High School and Anna 
Dowling of Rochester High School. 

“We are pleased to be able to 
provide these outstanding students 
with an opportunity to be awarded 
a scholarship as a way to give back 
to the communities we serve,” said 
Marla Eversole, coordinator of this 
program for the cooperative. 

High school seniors pursuing 
a college education in the United 
States are eligible to participate in 
the program. Scholarships may be 
used for educational costs at any two- 
year or four-year accredited college or 
university, including vocational and 
technical schools. Candidates are 
judged on several criteria based on 
grade point average, college entrance 
test scores, work and volunteer expe¬ 
rience, participation in school and 
community activities, a biographical 
statement and a short essay that dem¬ 

onstrates knowledge of the organiza¬ 
tion and services of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. 

March 15 is the deadline for 
receipt of completed applications for 
2008. Scholarship winners will be 
notified in June. 

Applications can be obtained by 
visiting the Shelby Electric Cooperative 

website www.shelbyelectric.coop and 
looking under the “Our Communi¬ 
ty” menu tab or by calling the coop¬ 
erative. The telephone numbers for 
the cooperative are 774-3986 or toll 
free 800-677-2612. Applications can 
also be obtained from high school 
guidance counselors. 

Offices Closed 
Monday, February 18 in 

observance of Presidents’ Day 
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Needs Your Help 
The holidays are over and New 

Year’s resolutions are probably an 
after thought by now; but there is still 
something new you can do in 2008. 
Shelby Electric Cooperative has a pro- 
gram that you can participate in that 
will help a community or a family in 
need. By participating in Operation 
Round-UP® you help provide funds 
to be used for charitable purposes 
that benefit our communities. 

Participation in Operation 
Round-UP® is easy. On your next 

^ electric bill, just check 
the box in the lower right 

/ hand corner of the page, in- 
I ^ / dicating you want to participate 

in the program. Once you do, 
the cooperative will round up your 
bill to the nearest dollar. 

For example, if your bill is 
$119.55, the bill would be rounded 
up to $120.00, making the contri¬ 
bution 45 cents. Some months 
your contribution will be more and 
some months the contribution will 
be less but you’ll never pay more 
than 99 cents on any one monthly 
electric bill. 

mm 
Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

P.O. BOX 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 
Phone: 217-774-3986 
Fax: 217-774-3330 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 

Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
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More than two years ago Shelby 
Electric Cooperative announced 
its plans to implement Operation 
Round-UP®. “This is a voluntary 
program and since its inception 
participation isn’t what we had 
anticipated,” says James Coleman, 
President/CEO of the cooperative. 
“More participation is needed and 
that is why the cooperative is again 
asking for your help.” 

It is the intention of Shelby 
Electric Cooperative to use the funds 
raised by Operation Round-UP® to 
assist in purchasing worthwhile items 
which will provide a continuing ben¬ 
efit for many years. Organizations 
such as schools, fire departments, 
police departments, senior citizen 
centers, libraries, hospitals, the 
American Red Cross and others all 

have needs that are not always attain¬ 
able without the assistance of others 
in the community. 

Everyone’s few cents per month 
added together can make a big dif¬ 
ference in helping others in impor¬ 
tant ways. Please consider helping 
out by putting a check mark in the 
Operation Round-UP® box in the 
lower right hand portion of your 
payment stub. 

V0080 1 _ 

Sign Up Here 

Shelby Energy New Offering 
Financing on Generators 

Shelby Energy has 
made the purchase of 

a Guardian whole house 
generator easier on the 
pocket book by offering 
various financing op¬ 
tions. Call them today 
at 217-774-2311 for more 
details and to see if you qualify. 
‘“Do you have financing available?’ is 
one of the questions we get asked the 
most about our generators,” said Steve 
Shoaff, Superintendent for Shelby En¬ 
ergy Co. “We are now pleased to be able 
to answer that question with a ‘YES’ 
when asked,” added Shoaff. 

Don’t be left in 
the dark again 
- get your 
generator today. 

If you purchase a 
generator and sign 
up for the coopera¬ 
tive’s Residential In¬ 

terruptible Rate plan you can save $200 
off the price of the generator and save 
15 percent off the energy portion of 
your monthly electric bill. Call the co¬ 
operative for more information about 
the Residential Interruptible Rate. 

Shelby Energy 
217-774'2311 

Shelby Electric 
f Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

PO Box, 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 

217-774-3986 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 
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If you were asked what the number 
59 meant to you, some might see 

it as just that a number, maybe to 
others it’s someone’s age or the year 
they graduated from high 
school or college but to 
Floyd “Sparky” Sphar, 59 is 
the number of years he was 
employed at Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. 

Floyd, affectionately 
called Sparky by his coh 
leagues and friends, began 
his career at Shelby Electric 
Cooperative in 1948. 

He started out as part- 
time summer help putting 
up poles. “1 was working 
in the gravel pit when a 
buddy of mine said the 
co-op is looking for some 
guys to help put up poles 
and thought that had to be 
better than working at the 
gravel pit,” reflects Sphar. 

“There would be two car loads of us 
that would come over from the Lake- 
wood area to do the job and we would 
put in around 30 poles per day and it 
took four guys to “pike” the pole into 
position,” he recalls. To pike a pole, 
linemen used a long stick-like tool to 
push the pole up into position then 
other linemen would come through 
and run the wire. 

“We were always wondering how 
long the job would last as occasion¬ 
ally some of us were getting laid off. 
I remember someone asking if they 
would continue to be employed dur¬ 
ing the winter months and the reply 
was those that have a hatchet would 
get to stay. I had a hatchet that same 
day,” laughs Sphar. The hatchets 
were put to good use as the men 
cleared right-of-way. 

During Sparky’s 59-year career he 
worked under three managers, Wal¬ 
lace “Lefty” Walker, Bill LeCrone 
and current President & CEO James 
Coleman. 

“When I retired at the age of 62 
1 told Mr. Coleman I wasn’t ready 
to retire and he said as long as I was 
physically able to work I would have a 

Operations Superintendent Bill Shoaff presents Floyd with a 

lineman trophy and congratulates him on his retirement just 

before he is interviewed for this article. 

job at Shelby Electric,” said Sphar. “I 
had no idea when I quasi-retired I’d 
put in another 18 years of service.” 

“Normally you shake hands and 
give well wishes as someone retires 
but with Floyd it was almost like 
shaking his hand and welcoming 
him as you would a new employee 
as I was relatively new to the co-op 
myself when Sparky had the oppor¬ 
tunity to retire at age 62,” said Presi¬ 
dent & CEO Jim Coleman. “On 
behalf of our members, directors and 
employees here at Shelby Electric 
Cooperative, we wish Floyd a happy 
retirement and will really miss him 
here at the office.” 

“Sparky was self-taught and 
learned from those before him, much 
as it was in the early REA days,” says 
Bill Shoaff, Operations Superin¬ 
tendent for the co-op. “When I was 
hired Sparky trained me and he was 
a great teacher as well as lineman 
and friend to many of us, not only 
at Shelby Electric but also across the 
state as he helped instruct at linemen 

schools put on by the statewide safety 
department,” says Shoaff. 

Sparky grew up in Shelby County, 
graduated from Lakewood High 

School and married the 
late Irma Brownlee in 
1947. They had four boys 
and three girls. When 
asked how many grandchil¬ 
dren he has, he just pauses 
for a moment, smiles and 
says, “a bunch of them.” 

For many people it is 
hard enough to leave a job 
at normal retirement age 
with all the fond memo¬ 
ries and the friendships 
made; for Floyd ’’Sparky” 
Sphar, 59 years of service 
is more than just a career it 
is a lifetime of memories, 
friendships, challenges and 

  successes. Sparky officially 
hung up his hooks and 

retired after 59 years of service to the 
cooperative back in December. 

Floyd “Sparky” Sphar has no real plans 

in retirement but says he and his dog, 

Shelby, will take several walks and 

drives together. He officially retired in 

December with 59 years of service. 

SHBIhw 
59 Years on the Job - More Than 

Just a Career tor Floyd Sphar 
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Vicki Blackwell and Laura Cutler 

Receive Community Leaders of 
the Month Award 

One of the four core principles of 
a Touchstone Energy® Coopera' 

tive is Commitment to Community. 
Due to their efforts in giving back to 
the community as volunteers, Shelby 
Electric employees Vicki Blackwell 
and Laura Cutler each received the 
cooperative’s Community Leader of 
the Month award. Both received their 
awards in separate employee meetings 
held in November and December. 

Vicki received her award for 
her efforts with the Trick or Treat 
Safe Halloween project held at the 
cooperative. Laura Cutler received 
her award for her efforts with the 
employee Christmas caroling at two 
area nursing homes and for her role 
at a free Holiday concert with Joyful 
Noise. Both received a $25 gift card 
to an area restaurant. 

Josh Shallenberger, Vice Presi¬ 

dent of Finance & Office Services 
for the Cooperative, began this initia¬ 
tive for the office employees back in 
October 2007. 

To be eligible for the gift certifi¬ 
cate, an employee must contribute a 
minimum of four hours of their time 
to the community each month. 

OUTAGE REPORT 
DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS AFFECTED 

12/3/07 3.00 Blue Mound Equipment failure 230 

12/12/07 2.20 Herrick Unknown 83 

12/16/07 0.13 Shelbyville Snow storm 370 

12/16/07 2.10 Richland Snow storm 106 

12/20/07 0.40 Velma Miscellaneous 189 

12/20/07 1.40 Yantisville Broken conductor 69 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Shelby DirecTV Shelby Energy 
1^800-677^2612 1-877-994-2323 weekdays 1-217-774-2311 
1-217-774-3986 1-877-241-6605 after-hours 24-hours-a-day 

24-hours-a-day 
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Corey Donnel, left, of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Jim Looft, Shelby County Extension Office Unit Manager 
and member of the Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail, help load empty wire spools onto a trailer to be stored for use as fish 
habitats. Shelby Electric Cooperative Lineman John Miller used a forklift to load 18 empty wire spools the cooperative 
donated for the Lake Shelbyville Fishery Annual Habitat Improvement Project. 

Donated Wire Spools 
to Become Fish Habitats 

Fish of different species are 
expected to take advantage of 

several empty wire spools donated by 
Shelby Electric Cooperative. 

The empty spools, no longer 
needed by the cooperative, will be 
placed in the lake just as donated 
Christmas trees have been placed 
each spring for the past several 
years. The wire spools will be in 
addition to the planting of aquatic 
plants suitable as fish habitat to help 
improve fishing on Lake Shelbyville. 

The spool placement is a joint 
effort among the Illinois Muskie 
Tournament Trail (IMTT), Lake 
Shelbyville Muskie Club, Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR), Shelby Electric Cooperative 
and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

“Used electrical wire spools 
with PVC pipe attached are sunk 
to provide habitat for all species 
of fish. The spools with the PVC 
attached to them simulate sunken 
trees. This attracts small fish to be 
eaten by bigger fish,” explained 
IMTT member and Shelby County 
Extension Office Manager Jim 
Looft. “This process is beneficial to 
all species of fish. In addition, some 
10-inch PVC will be attached for 
catfish to nest in as they love hollow 
logs for nesting.” 

Looft says the project will be 
completed by volunteers. IDNR will 
help with technical support, artificial 
structure design, site selection and 
locating the plants. The Army Corp 
will help transport the artificial struc¬ 
tures to the sites. 

“If we can improve the catch 
rate for fishermen and growth rate 
of the fish through improving the 
habitat of the lake, then more fisher¬ 
men will want to fish the lake. More 
fishermen mean more dollars,” said 
Looft. 

The economic impact of fishing 
on Lake Shelbyville is estimated by 
two studies to be $50.68 per fisher¬ 
man visit for a total of $45 million. 

Cooperative spokesman Kevin 
Bernson said, “The cooperative 
is glad to donate the spools to be 
recycled in this manner. This is a 
great project that will benefit both 
man and nature.” In past years, the 
cooperative has donated spools to 
area parks and campgrounds for use 
as picnic tables. 
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Lineman Hangs up His Hooks 
After 34 Years of Service 

Robert Reedy has hung up 
his lineman hooks after 34 

years of service to Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. Not that he still used 
those hooks that often, but Reedy 
says, “There were many times in my 
younger days where wearing pole 
climbing hooks was all they had to 
work on the lines. I remember there 
would be times we would go assist 
other cooperatives who had outages 
due to an ice storm and we would 
show up having to help restore power 
by climbing the ice covered poles.” 

In his 34-year career, Reedy 
said bucket trucks and hydraulic 
tools were probably the biggest 
advancement in line work for 
utilities. He adds that computers and 
other technologies will be the next 
step in linemen advancement as they 
work on the system or handle outage 
calls. 

Reedy was born and raised 
in the area and graduated from 
Shelbyville High School in 1961 
where he met his wife, Norma Price. 
They have three grown children and 
nine grandchildren. 

He said he would have no 
trouble filling his days in retirement 
with those grandchildren, plus he is 

quite the artist with woodworking 
and crafts and has done this for 
years. 

“We wish Robert and Norma 
well in his retirement,” said 
President/CEO James Coleman. 

James Coleman, left, recognizes and congratulates Robert Reedy on his recent 
retirement. Reedy was employed as a lineman at Shelby Electric Cooperative and 
retired with 34 years of service. 
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Scholarship Application 
Deadline Nearing 

If you want to apply for Shelby Electric Cooperative’s academic scholarships 
you better hurry - time is running out. 

March 15 is the deadline for completed applications for 2008 
and scholarship winners will be notified in June. 

Every year Shelby Electric Cooperative is pleased to award three 
academic scholarships in the amount of $1,000 each. Scholarships are 
awarded to a son or daughter of a current Shelby Electric Cooperative mem¬ 
ber who is receiving electric service from the cooperative at the time the 
scholarship application is submitted. 

Applications can be obtained by visiting the Shelby Electric Cooperative 
website www.shelbyelectric.coop and clicking on the “Our Community” menu 
tab. Applications can also be obtained from high school guidance counselors or 
by calling Marla Eversole at the cooperative at 774-3986 or 800-677-2612. 
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Touchstone Energy® Empowerment 

Grants Awarded to Two Area Schools 
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Two area schools share common 
ground. What would Main Street 

School in Shelbyville and Central 
A&M High School in Moweaqua have 
in common? Though 30 miles apart, 
both schools reside inside 
Shelby Electric Co-, 
op’s territory and 
teachers from each 
school applied for 
and were awarded 
$1,000 Touchstone 
Energy Classroom 
Empowerment 
Grants to fund 
specific school 
projects. 

Bridget Cole, a 
first grade teacher at 
Main Street School, 
submitted her grant 
proposal to secure funding for a 
SMARTboard. “I was excited to learn 
that my proposal received one of the 
grants and with the help from this 
grant and PTO matching funds we 
were able to get our SMARTboard 
and get it up and working right away,” 
said Cole. “The kids love it and we 
use this technology for everything; 
from lunch count to spelling, phonics, 
math and games. It allows fun, inter¬ 
active learning for both me and the 
students.” 

Donna Caplinger, Science 
Teacher at Central A & M, submitted 
her proposal for Data Loggers and PH 
sensors for her lab students. Caplinger 
said her students will be able to take 
this technology out in the field for 
practical experience. The students will 
use this technology to monitor water 
conditions at Lake Shelbyville and 
create other experiments, something 
Caplinger hopes will entertain and 
educate the students. 

Both teachers couldn’t put 
enough emphasis on how important 
small grants are to small rural schools. 
No schools have all the funding they 
need and rural schools do not have 
access to corporate sponsors or funding 

that schools in larger cities have. 
Cole and Caplinger competed 

against more than 150 applications 
from schools across the state. 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives dis¬ 

tributed a total 
of $20,000 
to fund 
innovative, 
unfunded 
school projects 
and materials. 

Marla 
Eversole, who 

coordinates this program for the co¬ 
op, says, “As your local Touchstone 
Energy Electric Cooperative, our 
focus is on our community and we 
are proud to be able to support local 
schools. We realize that school bud¬ 
gets are tight and these grants will 
empower schools to pursue projects 
that would not otherwise have been 
funded.” 

Last year, Shelbyville High School 
band director Nathan Jesse received a 
grant to add a digital mixing board to 
the music program. 

Josh Shallenberger and Marla Eversole of Shelby Electric present a $1,000 
Touchstone Energy® Empowerment Grant to Main Street School first grade 
teacher Bridget Cole, center, and her class. Matching funds from the Shelbyville 
PTO made it possible to purchase an interactive SMARTboard for her students. 

Marla Eversole of Shelby Electric Cooperative, right, presents Donna Caplinger 
and her lab students a $1,000 Touchstone Energy® Empowerment Grant. 
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Local Students Could Win Youth Day ^ 

and Youth to Washington Trips 
Once again, Shelby Electric 

Cooperative is offering area high 
school students an opportunity to get a 
close up look at their state government. 
The Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) and its menv 
her cooperatives, including Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, are sponsoring 
the Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperatives Youth Day and Youth to 
Washington tour. Both of these pro¬ 
grams have been in existence for more 
than 40 years. Today many alumni of 
these programs work in local, state 
and federal government. Additionally, 
some are serving as elected officials. 

Youth Day 
President and CEO James E. 

Coleman and the Board of Directors 
of Shelby Electric Cooperative will 
provide two students from every high 
school in the cooperative’s service 
area the opportunity to attend Youth 
Day on April 9, 2008. Shelby Electric 
will provide transportation and 
meals. During the day in Springfield, 
hundreds of students from all over 
Illinois will have an opportunity to 
meet with their elected Senators and 
Representatives at the Capitol. In 
addition, students will tour the State 
Capitol complex, the Illinois Supreme 
Court and visit the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum. Last year, 
17 students from eight area high 
schools attended the Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperatives Youth 
Day, representing Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. 

Participants gather for a group picture in front of the White House during the 

2007 Youth to Washington Tour. 

Youth to Washington 
Two of the students who attend 

the Youth Day event will be selected 
to attend the Youth to Washington 
tour. Winners of the Youth to 
Washington tour in 2007 were 
Jillian Schmitz, a student from Pana 
High School, and Jana Bonifacius, a 
student from Cowden-Herrick High 
School. This year Shelby Electric 
Cooperative will again sponsor two 
students on a weeklong, all expense 
paid trip to Washington, D.C. The 
Youth to Washington tour will begin 
on Friday, June 13 and conclude 
on Friday, June 20. During the 
week in the nation’s Capitol, the 
Illinois contingent will meet with 
Illinois senators and the downstate 
Illinois congressional delegation at 
a Capitol Hill luncheon. Meetings 
are also scheduled with leaders of 
co-op organizations such as the 

National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. In addition, there will be 
opportunities to tour many historic 
sites. For more information about 
the Youth to Washington tour visit 
www.youthtour.coop. 

Interested? 
Area high schools have been 

informed about Youth Day and the 
Youth to Washington tour. Each high 
school has been asked to select two 
students to represent their school 
at Youth Day; and to be eligible, 
students must be a junior or senior. 
The manner in which students are 
selected is determined by each high 
school. Any student interested in 
participating should contact the 
guidance counselor at their high 
school. For additional information, 
please contact Marla Eversole at 
Shelby Electric Cooperative by calling 
774-3986 or 1-800-677-2612. 

OUTAGE REPORT 
DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS AFFECTED 

1/03/2008 0.50 Herrick Trees 241 

1/21/2008 0.40 Blue Mound Planned work 57 

1/29/2008 1.10 Neoga Storm 99 

1/29/2008 3.20 Yantisville Storm 75 

1/30/2008 1.10 Yantisville Storm 85 

1/30/2008 0.33 Lakewood Storm 150 
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Operation Cookie Drop A Big Success 

Cindi Holbrook and her Junior Girl Scout Troop #3188 wait on customers purchasing cookies for 
the troops as part of "Operation Cookie Drop" sponsored by Shelby Electric Cooperative on March 
1 in the parking lot of Monicals in Shelbyville. Brownie troop 3127 of Shelbyville, troop 3189 of 
Tower Hill and Shelbyville troop 3321 also took a turn selling cookies at this four-hour event. 

It’s not just community pride, it’s 
countywide pride that once again 

teams the Girl Scouts in Shelby 
County with Shelby Electric Coop- 
erative and the selling of Girl Scout 
cookies specifically for our military 
personnel overseas. 

Nice weather and a good 
turnout contributed to success at 
the Saturday, March 1 Girl Scouts 
Cookie drive held in the parking lot 
of Monical’s Pizza in Shelbyville. 

The third annual event spon¬ 
sored by Shelby Electric Cooperative, 
named Operation Cookie Drop, not 
only provides a boost in sales for the 
Central Illinois Girl Scouts but also 
provides a welcome bit of home for 
troops stationed overseas. 

“Girls Scout Cookies are hard 
to resist,” said Shelby Electric VP of 
Media and Public Relations Kevin 
Bernson, “Everybody loves them and 
they are as uniquely American as hot- 
dogs and baseball. By the time this 
article reaches our members we will 
be well on our way to 1,000 boxes of 
cookies to ship to the troops over¬ 
seas. This is Shelby Electric’s third 
year in sponsoring the event and the 
response from the community has 
been heartwarming.” 

Fire Pro of Shelbyville, Pro- 
Lawn of Shelbyville, Macari’s Service 
Center in Shelbyville, Cash Land in 
Taylorville, Shelbyville Dairy Queen, 
Shelbyville Wal-Mart and Monical’s 
Pizza have all contributed monetarily 
to the cost of shipping the Girl Scout 
cookies to the troops. An unnamed 
businessman also made a large con¬ 
tribution to the shipping costs. 

Operation Cookie Drop began 
through an internal e-mail asking 
Shelby Electric Co-op employees to 
donate a box or two to an employee’s 

son (Martin Carlen) who was serving 
in Iraq at the time. The co-op pre¬ 
sented the idea to the Girl Scouts of 
Shelby County and it took off from 
there. 

WEJT Classic Hits 105.1 was 
on hand with a live radio remote of 
the event. DJ Kris Kelly commented, 
“The public response has been very 
good all day. We always love help¬ 
ing out such a good cause.” Woody 
Culumber, WEJT account executive 
said, “We appreciate everyone who 
came out to lend support to the 
troops in Iraq by purchasing Girl 
Scout Cookies and Shelby Electric 
deserves a big thank you for coming 
up with this idea three years ago.” 

According to the Girl Scouts 
Web site, individual troops began or¬ 
ganizing cookie sales as early as 1917 
to fund the troop’s activities. In 1922 
the Girl Scout magazine, The Ameri¬ 

can Girl, suggested cookie sales as a 
fund-raiser and provided the recipes. 
The first Girl Scout cookie recipe 
was a sugar cookie. In 1936 the na¬ 
tional organization began licensing 
commercial bakers to produce them. 

From that first sugar cookie, the 
line has expanded today to include 
Caramel de Lites, Peanut Butter Pat¬ 
ties, Peanut Butter Sandwich, Cinna- 
Spins, Lemonades, Shortbread, 
Thanks-a-Lots, and the ever-popular 
Thin Mints. 

If you know of anyone fighting 
for our freedom overseas please con¬ 
tact Shelby Electric with their name 
and shipping address. 

Kevin Bernson of Shelby Electric Coop' 

erative & John Carswell of Shelbyville 

Daily Union contributed to this article. 
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pwr-net.Coop Coming Soon 
Survey results show what members want 

You asked for it and you are go¬ 
ing to get it. A survey conducted 

by Nelson Marketing and Research 
(NMR) in coordination with the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives (AIEC) was sent out to our 
membership in 2007. 

One of the questions posed to 
the membership in this survey was, “If 
your electric cooperative were to offer 
the following products or services, how 
interested would you be in obtaining 
them for your home, farm or business?” 
Eight items were then listed for mem¬ 
bers to choose from. Shelby Electric 
has either looked into, or is currently 
providing, all of these services. Number 
one on the list was power quality and 
the cooperative is researching this. 

Another highly requested item 
from members was high-speed In¬ 
ternet. This was the second most 
requested service or product. The 
cooperative is currently in the pro¬ 
cess of working on offering another 
high-speed Internet option in addi¬ 
tion to its current product, Wild- 
Blue. “WildBlue is a great product 
but we are trapped in the amount of 
subscribers we can fulfill and there is 
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still a great need for high-speed Inter¬ 
net within our service territory,” said 
President/CEO James Coleman. 

Other services the cooperative 
already provides include standby gen¬ 
erators through Shelby Energy, long 
distance phone service through Clear 
Talk (you can see an ad on page 9 
of this publication) and online bill 
payment (click on the online bill pay 
icon at www.shelbyelectric.coop). 

In constructing the survey ques¬ 
tionnaire, the AIEC worked with a 
committee of Illinois electric coop¬ 
erative personnel. Then the NMR 
team met with the AIEC to select 
and refine the various questions. 
The survey drew on two sources, 
past AIEC member surveys and the 
American Customer Satisfaction 
Index (ACSI). The ACSI is an eco¬ 
nomic indicator based on modeling 
of customer evaluations of the qual¬ 
ity7 of goods and services. It studies 
hundreds of U.S. companies in 43 
industry sectors. Including a set of 
ASCI questions permitted the AIEC 
to compare satisfaction ratings with 
other utilities and with various in¬ 
dustries across the nation. 

Fifty-two questions were asked 
to obtain feedback on quality of 

service, participation in cooperatives 
and desire for additional services. 
The AIEC mailed 1,330 question¬ 
naires to randomly selected members 
of Shelby Electric Cooperative. The 
surveys were mailed in August and 
September 2007. In all, 517 surveys 
were returned. 

The cooperative board and 
management is using this survey to 
help direct the cooperative and to see 
what areas the cooperative needs to 
improve. “As with any business there 
will always be ways to improve the 
quality of service we can provide to 
our members. We are happy to an¬ 
nounce that from the results of this 
survey Shelby Electric Cooperative 
scoreci near the top in every category 
compared to other cooperatives 
in the state; and in many areas we 
scored the highest or beat the state¬ 
wide averages,” said VP of Media and 
Public Relations Kevin Bernson. 

“On a 10 point scale with 10 be¬ 
ing the highest, the overall member 
satisfaction of Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative was an 8.68, which was one of 
the highest in the state among Illinois 
electric cooperatives,” added Bernson. 

Stay tuned for more information 
about pwr-net.coop coming soon. 

Co-op Director Receives Training 
on Financial Planning 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Di¬ 
rector Mark Lash of Findlay at¬ 

tended a class on financial planning 
and reporting at the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives on 
February 5, 2008. 

The course taught directors 
from across the state how to better 
understand financial statements 
used by electric cooperatives, what 
drivers impact rates, revenues and 
costs, how today’s decisions will af- the co-op and how to manage debt 
feet the long-term financial health of and capital credits. 

Lash (right) visited with Duane Noland, Presi¬ 
dent/CEO of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, during a break in the program. 
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Teaching Electrical Safety 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Member Services Representative Marla Eversole and Lineman Matt Clark put on a 
safety demonstration at Pana Jr. High School in February. 

Shelby Electric Co¬ 
operative Member 

Services Representative 
Marla Eversole and Line¬ 
man Matt Clark visited 
Pana Junior High School 
to put on a safety demon¬ 
stration about electricity 
and electrical power lines 
for Mr. Brian Wood’s 
agriculture construction 
and electrical wiring class 
back in February. 

“I think it is an 
xcellent demonstration 
about electricity, its 
dangers and safety that 
you need to know and 
follow,” said Wood. 
“We discuss the dangers 
of electricity and safety 
aspects of dealing with electricity in 
class and when [students] see a dem¬ 
onstration like this they can actually 
see the dangers and what will happen 
if they would have an accident around 
electricity and or power lines.” 

“The other thing [Shelby Elec¬ 

tric] did a good job of was explaining 
what to do in case of an accident 
involving contact with a power line, 
whether with farm implement equip¬ 
ment or your own vehicle,” said 
Wood. “You should stay on your trac¬ 
tor or in your car until a representa¬ 
tive of the power company says it is 

safe to get off or out of your vehicle.” 
Lineman Matt Clark asked for a 

student volunteer to try on his line¬ 
man gear and Howie Wise was the 
student selected. Marla Eversole said 
they have several other demonstra¬ 
tions planned. 

Free Online Classifieds Available 
Go to www.shelbyelectric.coop and you 

will locate a new feature to the cooperative’s 
Web site called Marketplace. The Market¬ 
place link is located on the lower left hand 
portion of the Web site. 

This is a free classifieds ad service for 
your use. There is a place to list for sale, 
wanted and free items as well as a place to 
list rentals and services. 

If you do not have Internet access but 
want to list an item, send your items to 
Marketplace, P.O. Box 560, Shelbyville, IL 
62565 and we will list your item for you. If 
you have questions or need assistance con¬ 
tact the cooperative at 800-677-2612. 

Your item(s) will be posted for 45 days. 
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Three Long Time Linemen 
When Bill Shoaff, Jeff Price and Larry Shuff recently re- 

tired, they took with them 107 years of combined ser¬ 

vice and experience. “That is a lot of dedicated man-hours to 

leave at one time and we will miss them,” said President/CEO 

James Coleman. 

With the cooperative in its 70th year 
of service you can expect some em¬ 
ployees to retire but the cooperative 
has seen five linemen retire over the 
past four months. “These guys 
helped build much of the coopera¬ 
tive’s system over the years,” said 
Construction Superintendent Terry 
Oldham. 

K] m 
Bill is the elder statesman of 

the group who recently retired as he 
finished his career with 41 years of 
service to the cooperative. He started 
in the summer of 1967 as temporary 
help and assisted with putting in 
underground service in Boys Acres, 
a subdivision on the north side of 
Shelbyville off Route 128. He also as¬ 
sisted in the construction of the Pana 
substation and transmission system. 

“Back then we ‘piked’ the poles 
and hand-tamped the ground. Over 
the years bucket trucks and hydrau¬ 
lics improved how we did our job as 
linemen,” noted Bill. A member of 
the Statewide Safety Committee for 
years, Shoaff also helped the State¬ 

wide serving as an instructor at Hot 
Line School in both Carhondale and 
in Springfield. 

Finishing his career at the co¬ 
operative as Operations Superinten¬ 
dent, he noted the ice storm of 1978 
and taking over as service provider to 
Stonington as two memorable events 
at the cooperative. 

Bill was a 1967 graduate of 
Shelbyville High School and married 
Debbra Holland in 1969. They have 
two children, a son who lives in Madi¬ 
son, Wis. and a daughter in Win¬ 
chester, Va. Besides traveling to visit 
family Bill said he would spend his 
retirement days fishing and golfing. 

Jeff, who retired with 36 years of 
service, also recalls the ice storm of 
1978 as a memorable event but adds 
the recent ice storm of December 
2006 as one he will remember as 
well. Pricey, as called by his fellow 
colleagues, began his career at the 
cooperative as summer help in 1972 
and often jokes, “I don’t recall ever 

BILL SHOAFF 
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being told I had been hired as a full 
time employee ©.” He also agrees 
with Bill Shoaff that hydraulics and 
better equipment improved how 
linemen did their jobs. One thing 
Jeff will never forget is seeing 69,000 
volts going to ground near the Neoga 
substation. Before employment with 
the cooperative he worked for the 
state parks and did a stint in the 
Navy. 

Jeff was a 1968 graduate of 
Shelbyville High School. He married 
Diane Pinkston and they have four 
children and eight grandchildren. He 
raises Beagles and Coon Hounds for 
hunting. In addition to taking care 
of his dogs he plans to hunt and fish. 
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Retire From Cooperative 

Larry recently retired with 30 years of 
service to the cooperative where he 
spent 90 percent of his time working 
on underground service. He feels 
technology will continue to help the 
job of linemen but just as more train¬ 
ing was required with hot sticking 
and rubber gloving, new equipment 
and newer technology will breed a 
different style of linemen than the 
linemen of old. “They are still work¬ 
ing with wire and poles but they will 
have a different skill set than the 
early linemen,” said Larry. 

Larry is a 1964 graduate of 
Shelbyville High School and married 
Jody McKay of Vandalia. They have 
four children who still live in the area 

and three grandchildren. An active 
farmer, Larry said he would continue 
to farm a little now that he has re¬ 
tired and plans to travel some as well. 
He enjoys mud drags and tractor 
pulls and expects to continue to be a 
spectator of those in his retirement. 

He also gardens and grows all types 
of tomatoes for eating and canning 
for family and friends. Among his 
favorites to grow are the Yellow, Beef 
Steak, Cherry, Romas and Better Boy 
tomatoes. 

Larry will never forget when 
he started at the cooperative as he 
was hired as temporary help in 1978 
shortly after the ice storm to help 
with repairing the tattered system. 

Cooperative President/CEO James Coleman 
presents, from left to right Bill Shoaff, Jeff 
Price and Larry Shuff, a lineman trophy they 
each received at a retirement ceremony 
following an all employee meeting back in 
February. When all three linemen retired in 
March they left with a combined 107 years 
of experience. 

All three recently retired linemen 
agree that Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has been a great place to work 
and they will miss working for the 
members and the great people 
they have met over the years. “We 
wish Billy, Pricey, Larry and their 
families well and hope they have a 
healthy and enjoyable retirement,” 
Coleman said. 
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Is Your TV Ready for the 

Switch to Digital TV? 
Beginning February 2009, the 

government is changing the way 
we watch television in America by 
forcing all programming to convert 
from analog broadcasting to digital. 
This will have a dramatic impact on 
rural TV viewers who get their televi¬ 
sion programming through over-the- 
air antennas or rabbit ears. Even 
though Shelby Electric Cooperative 
is not directly involved in providing 
television programming, the coop¬ 
erative has provided a Digital Telev- 
sion option through its subsidiary 
Shelby DirecTV. 

There have been a number of 
questions from our members about 
the government plan and some con¬ 
fusion to what it all means. This ar¬ 
ticle will try to explain the rationale 
of their plan and provide factual in¬ 
formation about what you will need 
to do in order to watch television on 
an antenna or rabbit ears style TV 
beginning February 2009. 

The government is making this 
move to digital, which will enable 
them to auction off the spectrum 
of channels currently used for ana¬ 
log television. That portion of the 
airwaves will be sold to wireless pro¬ 
viders and is expected to bring the 
government as much as $15 billion. 
A portion of the analog spectrum 
will be retained and dedicated for 
use by emergency responders. So far, 
they have done a poor job of educat¬ 
ing the public, which has created a 
lot of myths and misinformation. 

The switch from analog to digi¬ 
tal will really only negatively affect 
the television users on antenna and 
rabbit ears who are currently watch¬ 
ing television programming on an 
older style analog TV. If you fall 
into that category, you will no longer 
receive a picture on your TV starting 
in February 2009, unless you make 
some modifications. 

If you are on cable TV or sat¬ 

ellite, you should already have a 
converter box system built into the 
program equipment which is con¬ 
verting the signal and enabling you 
to watch digital TV signals even on 
your old analog style TV. Therefore, 
if you are on satellite or cable TV, 
there is no need to run out and pur¬ 
chase a new digital television, unless 
you just want a higher quality picture 
and you have the extra money to 
spend. “I can’t speak to those who 
subscribe to cable television but if 
you are a Shelby DirecTV customer 
your TVs are compatible via our 
DirecTV equipment,” said Marla 
Berner, Customer Services Manager 
for Shelby DirecTV. “We have been 
providing digital quality picture and 
sound to our customers since the 
inception of DirecTV over 10 years 
ago,” added Berner. 

If you are on antenna or rab¬ 
bit ears, there is a low-cost solution 
WITFIOUT running out to buy a 
new digital television for your view¬ 
ing needs. There are a number of 
electronic stores that are now selling 
special converter boxes for older TVs 
that will enable you to view digital 
programming over-the-air on your 
old analog TV set. The converter 
boxes are selling for between $50 
and $70. But wait, there is some 
financial help available in the form 
of $40 government coupons! Effec¬ 
tive immediately, the National Tele¬ 
communications and Information 

Administration is accepting requests 
for two $40 coupons per household 
to be used toward the purchase of 
the converter boxes at any electronics 
store that stocks them. That’s a lot 
cheaper solution than purchasing a 
new HD digital TV. To request the 
free $40 coupons, you can call a 24- 
hour hotline at 1-888-388-2009 or 
you can request coupons online at 
www.dtv2009.gov 

How many people watch televi¬ 
sion over the air? The Nielson Co. 
estimates that 14.3 million house¬ 
holds, or about 13 percent of the 
112.8 million total television house¬ 
holds in the nation, rely solely on 
over-the-air television broadcasts for 
programming. Currently, full-power 
television stations broadcast in both 
analog and digital, but will cease their 
analog broadcasts next February. 

How do you know if your current 
television is digital or analog? Look 
closely at your TV and the owners 
manual that came with it. If you see 
the words: “integrated digital tuner,” 
“digital tuner built-in,” “digital receiv¬ 
er,” “digital tuner,” “DTV,” “ATSC,” 
or “HDTV” then you have a digital 
television and you WON’T need a 
converter box. If your television is 
labeled as “analog,” or “NTSC,” and 
is not labeled as containing a digital 
tuner, then it only contains an analog 
tuner that will require a digital-to- 
analog converter box for use with an 
antenna or rabbit ears. 

Now be careful. If your televi¬ 
sion is labeled as “digital monitor” or 
“digital ready” this does not actually 
mean that it contains a digital tuner. 
If you are still unsure, check the Web 
site of the manufacturer and look up 
the model number to determine if 
your TV has a digital tuner. 

Randy Olson of Wayne-White Counties 

Electric Cooperative contributed to this 

article. 
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Online Bill Pay Available 
SHIN 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
launched an online bill pay fea- 

ture to its Web site in January 2008. 
Members can now pay their electric 
bill online and see past payment 
and billing history as well. The bill 
pay feature also allows you to look 
at your past Id-month usage history, 
monthly cost, average cost and aver¬ 
age history. 

Go to www.shelbyelectric.coop, 
click on the online bill pay icon; this 
will take you to a log in screen. You 
will then click on the second bul¬ 
leted item where it says ‘click here 
for online account access.’ This will 
take you to a ‘New User Registration’ 
screen. You will need your account 
number to create a password. It will 

also ask for an e-mail address. If you 
do not have an e-mail address there 
are several places to get a free e-mail 
account AOL.com, HotMail.com 
and Yahoo.com are just a few to 
choose from. 

Once you are registered, all you 
will need is your e-mail address and 
password to access your account. 
This is a secure site and your per¬ 
sonal information will not be shared 
or given away. More than 350 mem¬ 
bers are currently signed up for the 
cooperative’s online bill pay feature. 

The cooperative will still be 
mailing out statements so members 
without Internet access or who prefer 
to mail in their monthly payment 
will still be able to do so. Those 

who do the online bill pay option 
can choose to not have a paper bill 
mailed to them. 

If you have questions please 
contact the cooperative at 1-800- 
677-2612. The cooperative also has 
a kiosk in the lobby if you need as¬ 
sistance with setting up your online 
account. We hope you enjoy this new 
feature to the cooperative’s Web site. 

ONLINE 
BILL PAY 

CONVENIENT>EASY>SECURE 

If the power goes out will you be ready? 
No more worries of blackouts, brownouts 
or weather related outages. Just peace of 
mind that 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
your home and family are protected 
against electrical failure. 
• 24/7 BLACKOUT PROTECTION 
• HANDS-FREE OPERATION 
• NO MANUAL STARTING OR REFUELING 
• PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 
• RUN ON NATURAL GAS OR LP GAS 
• FINANCING NOW AVAILABLE 

GUARDIAN' 
by Generac Power Systems, Inc 

AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATOR 

Shelby Energy 
217-774-2311 

www.shelbyelectric.coop 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Members: Ask how you can save $200 off the price and save 15% per month off your energy bill! 

Call Shelby Energy today for more information.  
Or contact Matt Figgins of Figgins Electric at 217-343-3169 or 217-682-3292. 
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Shelby Electric Linemen Assist Other 
Co-ops Following Ice Storms 

Lineman Adam Schrock, Foreman Steve Darnell and Linemen Jerry Johnston and Brian Cheva¬ 
lier joined fellow Linemen Blake Summers and Matt Clark, who were already down assisting 
Clay Electric Cooperative in Flora, III., to restore power to their members following a March ice 
storm that occurred in their service territory. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Line¬ 
men Blake Summers and Matt 

Clark headed down to Clay Electric 
Cooperative, headquartered in Flora, 
111., around 6:00 a.m. the morning 
of March 5 to assist with restoring 
power following an ice storm. Line¬ 
men Adam Schrock, Jerry Johnston 
and Brian Chevalier, and Foreman 
Steve Darnell left around noon that 
same day to assist with the outage 
repair after additional crews were 
requested. 

An ice storm hit the region Mon¬ 
day evening, March 3. There were 
an estimated 600 - 800 cooperative 
members without power. There were 
also reports of several poles down. 
The counties affected were Clay, Ef¬ 
fingham, Wayne and Marion. 

“When the Statewide Emergen¬ 
cy Work Plan is activated and we get 
the call to help out, as long as we feel 
our system is in good order we will 
send linemen and equipment where 
needed,” said Construction/Opera- 
tions Superintendent Terry Oldham. 

The Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives Emergency Work 
Plan was activated on Tuesday, March 
4, after a number of Illinois electric 
cooperatives experienced outages due 

to ice that started on the evening of 
March 3. Clay, Tri-County and Nor¬ 
ris Electric Cooperatives were hardest 
hit by the latest wave of a winter mix 
of rain, sleet, snow and ice that hit 
downstate Illinois and required addi¬ 
tional crews to assist them with their 
power restoration. 

Shelby Electric had previously 
sent two crews down to SouthEastern 
and Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives to assist them with bringing 
power back to their membership fol¬ 

lowing a February ice storm. Tree crew 
members Kevin Carlen and Andy Mc¬ 
Donald and Linemen Brian Bunton 
and Kris Koehler assisted for almost 
one week before returning home. 

The crews started out at South- 
Eastern Electric Cooperative head¬ 
quartered in Eldorado before moving 
on to Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative headquartered in Dongola. 
Southern experienced outages with 
100 percent of their membership. 

Line Outages 
DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS AFFECTED 
2/4/08 0.10 Velma Miscellaneous 601 

2/5/08 1.15 Neoga Storm 94 

Substation Outages 
DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS AFFECTED 
2/6/08 3.00 Taylorville Storm 533 

2/6/08 3.00 Grove City Storm 84 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Shelby DirecTV Shelby Energy 

1'800'677'2612 l-877'994'2323 weekdays 1"217"774"2311 
l'217-774'3986 1 ■'87 7'241 "6605 after-hours 24-hours-a-day 

24-hours-a-day 
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The national coop brand identity 
for rural electric cooperatives 

celebrated its 10th anniversary last 
month. From an original member¬ 
ship of 370 electric cooperatives on 
April 4, 1998, Touchstone Energy has 
grown to over 660 electric coopera¬ 
tives across the country serving in ex¬ 
cess of 30 million consumer/owners. 

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives, 
Inc., the organization, was formally 
incorporated in October 1999 and 
has become a major marketing tool 
for electric cooperatives in 46 states. 
The brand identity started with 
a single national TV ad and now 

showcases 35 different programs de¬ 
signed to assist local cooperatives. 

The following are a few of the ser¬ 
vices that Touchstone has to offer: 
• Co-op Connections member¬ 
ship cards and key fobs that offers 
consumers discounts at more than 
10,000 national and local retail 
businesses 
• An online calculator that allows 
consumers to see how much they can 
save by replacing incandescent light 
bulbs with comparable compact 
fluorescent bulbs 
• A program featuring both hot-air 
and cold-air balloons 

• “Get Charged! Electricity and You” 
curriculum kits that help middle 
school teachers impart a real-world 
understanding of electricity while 
showing the important role electric 
cooperatives played in bringing 
power to rural America 

Shelby Electric Cooperative is proud 
to be your Touchstone Energy Partner 
and shares four core values with the 
other Touchstone Energy Coopera¬ 
tives; integrity, accountability, innova¬ 
tion and commitment to community. 
To learn more about Touchstone 
Energy click on the hot air balloon at 
www.shelbyelectric.coop. 

Cooperative Offices Will be Closed 
on Monday, May 26th in Observance of 

Memorial Da 
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Your Touchstone Energy® Partner SHtlfflbw 
Are You Ready for 
High Speed Internet? 

<pm-net.toop> 

Tired of waiting for DSL and 
cable modems to reach you? 
Tired of slow Internet con¬ 
nections from your dial-up or 
enhanced dial-up? Ready to 
switch to a more competitively 
priced broadband solution? If 
you’ve answered yes to any of 
these questions then Shelby 
Electric Cooperative has your 
answer. Through its subsidiary 
Shelby DirecTV, Shelby Elec¬ 

tric is in the process of putting 
the finishing touches on its 
new wireless Internet product 
pwr-net.coop. As the coop¬ 
erative builds out its system in 
phases, it will eventually cover 
most of the nine counties it 
currently serves with electric¬ 
ity. “We will grow and expand 
where the demand is,” said 
James Coleman, Cooperative 
President & CEO. “Much of 

the rural areas still do not have 
an affordable, viable broadband 
option and we feel pwr-net. 
coop will fill that void,” Cole¬ 
man added. 

For more information about 
pwr'net.coop call Shelby DirecTV 
today at T217-774-2323, 1-877- 
994-2323 or visit the cooperatives 
website www.shelbyelectric.coop. 

■Hi 

OUTAGE REPORT 
DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS AFFECTED 
3/3/2008 1.45 Richland Animal/hird 158 

3/4/2008 1.10 Taylorville Equipment failure 388 

3/28/2008 0.05 Elwin Planned work 522 

3/28/2008 0.06 Elwin Planned work 522 

Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

P.O. BOX 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 
Phone: 217-774-3986 
Fax: 217-774-3330 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 

Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy® Farmer 

If the power goes out will you be ready? 

GUAR OlAIM 
by Generac Power Systems, Inc 

No more worries of blackouts, brownouts 
or weather related outages. Just peace of 
mind that 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
your home and family are protected 
against electrical failure. 
• 24/7 BLACKOUT PROTECTION 
• HANDS-FREE OPERATION 
• NO MANUAL STARTING OR REFUELING 
• PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 
• RUN ON NATURAL GAS OR LP GAS 
• FINANCING NOW AVAILABLE 

Shelby Energy 
217-774-2311 

AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATOR 
Shelby Electric Cooperative Members: Ask how you m save $200 off the price and save 15% per month off your energy bill! 

 Call Shelby Energy today for more information.  
Or contact Matt Figgins of Figgins Electric at 217-343-3169 or 217-682-3292. 
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Years of Service 

Plan on attending your cooperative’s annual meeting on Friday, June 20, 
2008. Help us celebrate our 70 years of service to our membership. The 

meeting activities will be held at the Shelby County 4-H Fairgrounds behind 
the cooperative offices in Shelbyville. The meeting notice will be mailed out 
the frist week in June. Hope to see you there. 

Shelby Electric and Air Evac 
Team Up to Offer New Utility Plan 

Great News! Shelby Electric Co¬ 
operative is partnering with Air 

Evac on a new utility plan. This new 
plan allows the cooperatives’ resi¬ 
dential customers the opportunity to 
join the Air Evac Lifeteam Member¬ 
ship Program through an affordable, 
monthly billing plan of only $5 per 
month, per household. 

Air Evac Lifeteam provides fast, 
safe and courteous emergency 
medical service. Our professionally 
trained crews of nurses, medics and 
pilots operate medically equipped 
helicopters that rapidly transport 
patients who have suffered a critical 
injury or medical emergency. 

With more than 70 bases serv¬ 
ing 14 states, and your area being 
served by five of those bases, Air 
Evac provides a much needed 
network of emergency medical 
service. Working with 911, local 
emergency medical crews and lo¬ 
cal hospitals, Air Evac crews have 
provided assistance to more than 
100,000 patients since 1985. 

An Air Evac Lifeteam Member¬ 
ship offers significant benefits which 
will also save you money. Air Evac 
will work with your benefits pro¬ 
vider to secure payment for your 
flight. Whatever your benefits pro¬ 
vider pays will be considered pay¬ 

ment in full - no matter how many 
times a year you use the service for 
life or limb threatening emergen¬ 
cies. If you don’t have insurance 
your montly fee will be considered 
payment in full. Furthermore, your 
membership is valid in all Air Evac 
Lifeteam service areas. 

Since a typical flight may cost 
$14,000, the savings can be signifi¬ 
cant. You have the right to receive 
the emergency medical care you 
need. When a medical emergency 
occurs, take charge of the situation 
and get the help you may need. A 
call to 911 is the first step to address 
your emergency. 

Don’t Wait any Longer! You 
have heard about the Air Evac 
Membership Program and probably 

have intended to sign up. Now it 
is easier and more affordable than 
ever! Simply complete the regis¬ 
tration form and sign the billing 
authorization on page 16d and mail 
with your next payment. That’s it! 
Send no money, you will simply be 
billed $5 on your current Shelby 
Electric Cooperative monthly bill. 
It is just that easy. 

Send the completed enrollment 
form with your next Shelby Electric 
Cooperative payment or it may be 
dropped of at the Shelby Electric 
Cooperative office. For additional 
information contact local Member¬ 
ship Coordinator Roger Luer at 
(417) 274-2296/Main Office 800- 
793-0010. Visit www.lifeteam.net to 
see our service area map. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Shelby DirecTV Shelby Energy 

1-800'677'2612 1 ■'877''994,'2323 weekdays 1"217'774"2311 
1'217'774'3986 1'877'241 "6605 after-hours 24-hours-a-day 

24-hours-a-day 
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Your Touchstone Energy® Partner SHftw 
Shelby Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Your Touchstone Energy * Partner 

Air Evac Lifeteam Membership Registration - Shelby Electric Cooperative Billing Plan 

Name as it appears on Electric Bill:  

Mailing Address:  

Physical Address:   

City: State: Zip: County: 

Main Tel Cell  

Work Tel Email:   

Your Date of Birth / /  Do you live in City Limits Yes □ No □ 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Account Number: (if known)  

Please List Others Living in Household and Date of Birth (other than yourself) 

/ / Name: Date of Birth / / 

Date of Birth / / Name: Date of Birth / / 

Name: Date of Birth /_ / Name: Date of Birth /_ / 

Terms and Conditions: Please read and sign below. Registration not valid without signature 
The price for an AEL household Membership will be $5.00 per month 

Air Evac EMS, Inc. (d/b/a Air Evac Lifeteam and d/b/a Texas Lifestar) (“AEL”) offers memberships that provide prepaid protection against AEL air ambulance costs that are not covered by a members insurance or medical benefits, subject to the following terms and conditions: 

1. A customers membership will be effective 15 calendar days after receipt by Shelby Electric Cooperative of the customers first monthly Membership fee and will continue thereafter as long as monthly Membership fees are paid, but will terminate auto¬ 

matically without notice if no monthly Membership fee is received by AEL from customer for a 60 calendar day period. 

2 A customer may discontinue their AEL membership at any time by signing a discontinuation notice (as provided by AEL). 

3 Shelby Electric Cooperative and AEL are not affiliated. Shelby Electric Cooperative is not responsible for any of AELs acts or omissions, and AEL is not responsible for any of Shelby Electric Cooperatives acts or omissions. All AEL membership rela¬ 

tionships are directly between AEL and its members. 

4. Transport by an AEL helicopter will be to the closest appropriate medical facility for medical conditions that are deemed by an attending medical professional to be life- or limb-threatening, or that could lead to permanent disability, and which require 

emergency helicopter transport. A patient’s medical condition, not membership status, will dictate whether or not air transportation is appropriate and required. Under all circumstances, AEL retains the sole right and responsibility for determining 

whether or not a patient is flown. 

5. AEL services may not be available when requested due to factors beyond AELs control, such as use of the appropriate aircraft by another patient or other circumstances governed by operational requirements or restrictions including, but not limited to, 

equipment manufacturer limitations, governmental regulations, maintenance requirements, patient size or weather conditions. Federal Aviation Administration restrictions prohibit AEL from flying in inclement weather conditions. The primary deter¬ 

minant of whether to accept a flight is always the safety of the patient and medical flight crews. 

6. Members who have insurance or other benefits that cover the cost of ambulance services are financially liable for the cost of services up to the limit of any available insurance or benefit coverage. In return for payment of the membership fee, AEL will 

consider all air ambulance costs not covered by any insurance or benefits available to the member to have been fully prepaid. AEL reserves the right to bill directly the appropriate insurance or benefits provider for services rendered, and members 

authorize their insurer or benefits provider to pay any covered amounts to AEL directly. Members agree to remit to AEL any payment received from insurance or benefit providers for air medical services provided by AEL, not to exceed regular charges. 

AEL is not an insurance company. AEL membership is not an insurance policy and cannot be considered as a secondary insurance coverage or a supplement to any insurance coverage. AEL will not be responsible for payment for services provided by 

another ambulance service. 

7. Membership starts 15 days after AEL receives a complete application with full payment; however, the waiting period will be waived for unforeseen events occurring during such time. Memberships are non-refundable and non-transferable. 

8. Some state laws prohibit Medicaid beneficiaries from being offered membership or being accepted into membership programs. By applying, members certify to AEL that they are not Medicaid beneficiaries. 

9. These terms and conditions supersede all previous terms and conditions between a member and AEL, including any other writings, or oral representations, relating to the terms and conditions of membership abuse of the program. 

I have read and understand the AEL Membership Terms and Conditions. The information provided on my application is complete and accurate. I authorize my insurer or benefits provider to pay any covered amounts to AEL directly. By signing this authorization 

1 agree to the terms stated above and acknowledge that I authorized to have the additional $5.00 AEL dues added to my residential electric account. I also understand that I will communicate directly with Air Evac Lifeteam for Membership Customer Service. 

X  
Customer Signature Date (must be dated) 

For Air Evac Office Use Only 

S*- S’1- ■ 

Air Evac Lifeteam Membership Registration - Shelby Electric Cooperative Billing Plan 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Customer Name 

Primary Home Address  

Account Number (if known) Primary Tel #        

Authorization to add $5.00 per month to Shelby Electric Cooperative invoice to pay monthly Air Evac Lifeteam fees. 

• A customer’s membership will be effective 15 calendar days after receipt by Shelby Electric Cooperative of the customer’s first monthly Membership fee and will continue thereafter as 
long as monthly Membership fees are paid, but will terminate automatically without notice if no monthly Membership fee is received by AEL from customer for a 60 calendar day period. 

• A customer may discontinue their AEL membership at any time by signing a discontinuation notice (as provided by AEL). 
• Shelbv Electric Cooperative and AEL are not affiliated. Shelby Electric Cooperative is not responsible for any of AEL’s acts or omissions, and AEL is not responsible for 

any of Shelby Electric Cooperative’s acts or omissions. All AEL membership relationships are directly between AEL and its members. 

By signing this authorization I agree to the terms stated above and acknowledge that I authorized to have the additional $5.00 AEL fees added to my residential electric account. 
I also understand that I will communicate directly with Air Evac Lifeteam for Membership Customer Service. 

X  
Customer Signature Date (must be dated) 
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Two Students Selected to Attend 
Youth To Washington Tour 

Two students were selected 
during the Youth Day trip to 

represent Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive in Washington D.C. June 13 
through 20 as part of the Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives Youth to 
Washington Tour. Kiley Metten- 
dorf from Stewardson-Strasburg 
High School and Mason Flowers 
from Cowden-Herrick were se¬ 
lected for an all expenses paid trip 
to Washington D.C. Two alternates 
were also selected, Olivia Foor 
from Pana High School and Mar¬ 
garet Riley from St. Teresa High 
School. Mettendorf will be unable 
to attend due to her commitment 
as the Illinois High School Rodeo 
Queen so Riley will attend the trip 
in her place. 

Pictured left to right: Josh Shallenberger from Shelby Electric Cooperative, Bill Lit' 

tie, chaperone from StewardsomStrasburg High School, Kiley Mettendorf, Mason 

Flowers, Olivia Foor, Margaret Riley, Jackie Mette, chaperone from Cowdem 

Herrick High School and Marla Eversole from Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Linemen Attend Transformer School 
Shelby Electric Cooperative Linemen Brian 

Chevalier (right) and Roger Jones both of 
Shelbyville are working on a simulation during 
a transformer education class. The class covers 
transformer maintenance and troubleshooting. 
“Transformers are used to step down voltage 
from distribution lines to the services in your 
home,” says Roger Larkin, coordinator for 
the class and Manager of Line Worker and 
Apprentice Development at the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC). The 
AIEC hosted the class from March 31 - April 
3 in Springfield. 
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Help Others Beat the Heat 
Donate a Fan 

Shelby Electric Cooperative is 
lending a hand to the Shelby 

County Senior Center by being 
a collecting point for people who 
want to donate a new fan. “We see 
this as a great community service 
project,” said Member Services 
Representative Marla Eversole, who 
is also coordinating this project for 
the cooperative. 

“With the rising cost of power 
and high cooling bills 
expected this summer, 
some people just can’t 
afford to run their air 
conditioners. We want 
to be able to give any 
family or individual a 
free fan to help them 
keep cool this summer. 

With this great 
support from Shelby 
Electric Cooperative 
we will be able to 
do great things with 
our fan project,” said 
Mary Beth Massey, 
Coordinator at the 
Senior Center. “We were delighted 
to have their assistance and gladly 
accepted when they offered to buy 

fans and also be a drop off spot for 
us,” added Massey. 

The Senior Center handed out 
more than 70 fans last summer and 
expect to receive more requests 
this year. 

Anyone interested in helping out 
this great cause can either purchase 
a new fan or bring monetary support 
to the cooperative’s main head¬ 
quarters on Route 128 across from 

Shelbyville High School or the 
building on East Route 16 next to 
Risinger Bros. Transfer. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative will 
accept fans at either location all 

summer long and will deliver the 
fans to the Shelby County Senior 
Center. Requests for a fan must be 
made to the Senior Center. 

“If you just don’t know what kind 
of fan to purchase, or you don’t 
have time to run out and buy one, 
you can also donate money to the 
project. We will purchase the fans 
for you, and see that the Senior 
Center gets the fans,” said Eversole. 

“We will only 
accept new fans. 
Box fans and fans on 
stands are most often 
requested, hut we will 
accept any size or type 
of fan as long as they 
are new,” said Massey. 
“If we end up with 
more fans then we 
can distribute, we will 
share them with other 
organizations,” contin¬ 
ued Massey. 

Anyone needing a 
fan should either stop 
by the Senior Center 

or call Mary Beth Massey at 217- 
774-2251. For more information 
contact Marla Eversole at 800-677- 
2612. 

SHflUTw 
Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

P.O. BOX 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 
Phone: 217-774-3986 
Fax: 217-774-3330 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 

Office Hours: 
7:30 g.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

OUTAGE REPORT 
DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS 

AFFECTED 
4/1/2008 2.20 Neoga Lightning 92 

4/10/2008 1.00 Shelbyville Miscellaneous 105 

4/11/2008 1.35 Taylorville Equipment failure 533 

4/13/2008 5.30 Dunkel Vehicle 93 

4/16/2008 1.20 Taylorville Vehicle 97 

4/17/2008 1.10 Herrick Planned work 374 

4/29/2008 0.40 Pana Planned work 55 

61 ^ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2008 

www.shelbyelectric.coop 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Sponsors Youth Day 

Celebrating 70 
Years of Service 

Plan on attending your cooperative’s annual meeting on Friday, June 20, 
2008. Help us celebrate our 70 years of service to our membership. The 

meeting activities will be held at the Shelby County 4'H Fairgrounds behind 
the cooperative offices in Shelbyville. The meeting notice will be mailed out 
the first week in June. Hope to see you there. 

epresentative Ron Stephens 
and Senator Frank Watson met 

with 12 students representing Shelby 
Electric Cooperative during the Il¬ 
linois Electric and Telephone Coop¬ 
eratives Youth Day on Wednesday, 
April 9, in Springfield. Students had 

an opportunity to view state govern¬ 
ment in action and tour the State 
Capitol, Illinois Supreme Court, Old 
State Capitol and the Abraham Lin¬ 
coln Presidential Museum. 

Also meeting with the students on 
Youth Day were Representative Rog¬ 

er Eddy and Senator Dale Righter. 
The day was sponsored by the Il¬ 

linois electric and telephone co-ops 
and is designed to introduce young 
rural leaders to state government. 

*• Front row from left are: Rep. Stephens, 

Bill Little, chaperone from Stewardson- 

Strasburg High School, Gina Thomas 

of Edinburg, Nicole Lael ofTaylorville, 

Margaret Riley of Decatur, Katelyn 

McGowan of Macon and Sen. Watson. 

Center row from left are: Jackie Mette, 

chaperone from Cowden-Herrick High 

School, Olivia Poor of Tower Hill, Luke 

McKenzie of Decatur, Kiley Mettendorfof 

Stewardson and Megan Moore ofCowden. 

Back row from left are: Josh 

Shallenberger of Shelby Electric, Derrick 
Vance of Shelbyville, David Maziarz of 

Pana, Eli Dollarhide of Strasburg, Mason 

Flowers of Cowden and Marla Eversole of 

Shelby Electric. 

▼ First row from left are: Nicole Lael of 

Taylorville, Rep. Eddy, Sen Righter, Luke 

McKenzie of Decatur and Megan Moore of 

Cowden. 

Second row from left are: Olivia Poor 

of Tower Hill, Eli Dollarhide of Strasburg, 

David Maziarz of Pana, Margaret Riley of 

Decatur and Catelyn McGowan of Macon. 

Third row from left are: Gina Thomas 

ofEdinburg, Kiley Mettendorf of Stewardson, 

and Josh Shallenberger of Shelby Electric. 

Fourth row from left are: Marla 

Eversole of Shelby Electric, Derrick Vance 

of Shelbyville, Bill Little, chaperone from 

Stewardson-Strasburg High School, Jackie 

Mette, chaperone from Cowden-Herrick 

High School and Mason Flowers ofCowden. 
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Pharmacy Discount Program 
Has Been A Big Success 

You should have received your 
valuable Co-op Connections 

Card back in September of 2007. 
This new card continues to offer you 
discounts at more than 2,000 busi¬ 
nesses nationwide and it includes a 
new pharmacy discount as well. This 
past month cooperative members 
across the United States saved more 
than $300,000 on prescriptions. 
Shelby Electric Cooperative mem¬ 
bers saved ewer $900 during that 
same time frame. 

Over all, the pharmacy discount 
program has netted cooperative 
members over 1.2 million dollars in 
savings on their monthly prescription 
costs. This card is accepted at over 
48,000 national and regional phar¬ 
macy chain stores including KMART, 
CVS, Walgreens, Wal*Mart, Target 
and many more. 

To find out the discounted price 
of a prescription go to www.rxprice- 
quotes.com and to find a participat¬ 
ing pharmacy go to www.locatepro- 
viders.com. You’ll be asked to put 
in a member number and group 
number which are found on the back 
of your Connections Card. 

To help you find a pharmacy in 
our area, reference the list (at right) 
of pharmacies that take the Co-op 
Connections Card. Our search 
found these local providers within a 
50-mile raciius of Shelbyville, Illinois. 
We’ve taken out the names of the 
chain stores mentioned above. 
To learn more about the co-op con¬ 
nections card program go to www. 
shelbyelectric.coop and click on the 
connections card icon. To find local, 
regional and national businesses of¬ 
fering discounts to card members go 

Local Non-Chain Pharmacies 
FAMILY DRUG STORE 
(277) 774-7838 
1603 WMAIN ST- SHELBYVILLE, IL 62565 

MEDICAL CENTER PHARMACY 
(217) 774-3996 

207 S PINE ST - SHELBYVILLE, IL 62565 

METZGER DRUG STORE INC 
(217)562-2011 

28 E 2ND ST BOX 317- PANA, IL 62557 

METZGER HEALTH CARE 
PHARMACY 
(217) 226-4343 

110 N WALNUT ST - ASSUMPTION, IL 62510 

HAGEN’S FAMILY PHARMACY 
(217) 728-7388 

8 E HARRISON ST- SULLIVAN, IL 61951 

THE SULLIVAN PHARMACY 
(217) 728-2331 
102 E HARRISON - SULLIVAN, IL 61951 

MOWEAQUA PHARMACY PC 
(217) 768-3832 

620 N PUTNAM ST - MOWEAQUA, IL 62550 

SAV M0R PHARMACY 
(217) 895-2238 

596 OAK ST - NE0GA, IL 62447 

BROWNS DRUG STORES 
(217) 342-2185 

115 W JEFFERSON AVE - EFFINGHAM, IL 62401 

MEDICINE SHOPPE PHARMACY 
(217) 342-9393 

805 1/ FAYETTE AVE PO BOX 1266 - EFFINGHAM, IL 62401 

Coop Connections Card 

Shelby Electric 
f Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partncr 

MARTIN’S PHARMACY 
(217) 342-4301 

101 S MERCHANT ST - EFFINGHAM, IL 62401 

CARLE THERAPY SERVICES 
(217)258-3640 

200 LERNA RD S - MATT00N, IL 61938 

THE MEDICINE SHOPPE 
(217)234-8881 

1221 CHARLESTON AVE - MATT00N, IL 61938 

RENE’S DRUG STORE 
(217) 824-5323 

201 WMAIN CROSS ST- TAYLORVILLE, IL 62568 

MEDICINE SHOPPE 
(217) 824-2288 
102 W PARK ST- TAYLORVILLE, IL 62568 

THE PHARMACY 
(217)824-3411 

600 N MAIN ST- TAYLORVILLE, IL 62568 

BOB’S PHARMACY 
(217) 563-2701 

116 W STATE ST - N0K0MIS, IL 62075 

to www.connections.coop. If you’ve With costs continuing to increase 
misplaced your discount member on many products, isn’t it nice to 
card and key fob contact the coopera- know your local Touchstone Energy 
tive about a replacement. Cooperative is looking out for you? 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Shelby DirecTV Shelby Energy 
1^800677-2612 1-877-994-2323 weekdays 1-217-774'2311 
1-217-774^3986 1-877-241-6605 after-hours 24-hours-a-day 

24-hours-a-day 
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Area Student Wins Cooperative 
Statewide Scholarship 

Jason Barker receives congradulations from Shelby Electric Co¬ 
operative's President/CEO James Coleman on being one of the 
seven winners of this year's Illinois electric cooperatives memorial 
scholarship. Pictured left to right Coleman & Barker. 

T ason Barker of Shelbyville is one 
I of seven winners of this year’s Il¬ 

linois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship sponsored by 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

Barker competed for the schol¬ 
arship with a record number of 292 
other students from across the state. 
The $1,250 awards are given each 
year to six sons or daughters of elec¬ 
tric co-op members, and one to the 
son or daughter of a co-op employee 
or director. 

Candidates were judged on 
grade-point average, college en¬ 
trance exam scores, work and vol¬ 
unteer experience, school and civic 
activities and a short essay demon¬ 
strating their knowledge of energy 
cooperatives. 

James E. Coleman, Shelby Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative President/ CEO, 
said, “The employees and board 
members of Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative have always been involved 
in our local schools and communi¬ 
ties. We live here too and, like our 
members, have a vested interest 
in the future of our children. This 
scholarship is just one way we can 
help make a difference for a student 
like Jason.” 

Barker, a recent graduate of 
Shelbyville High School, will be at¬ 
tending Lakeland College in the fall 

with eventual plans to continue his 
education at Southern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity in Carbondale. He plans to 
work in an agriculture related busi¬ 
ness while continuing to farm. 

His parents, Chris and Beth 
Barker, are farmers in the rural 
Shelbyville area. 

Barker, the valedictorian for his 
2008 graduation class, was awarded 
the scholarship on senior awards 
night on May 12. 

Barker said, “I was thrilled and 
honored to be the recipient of the 
statewide grant. I’m humbled to he 
selected out of 292 other students 
from across the state that also en¬ 
tered the opportunity for this grant 
and I want to thank Shelby Electric 
Cooperative for providing us this op¬ 
portunity for a statewide grant.” 

For more information visit 
www.shelbyelectric.coop. 

Visit Us at the Fair 
If your are planning on making it to the Christian County Fair or the Shelby County Fair make sure you stop by 
our exhibit and say hi. Shelby Electric Cooperative representatives will be on hand at the Christian County Fair 
July 8-13 and then again at the Shelby County Fair July 28 - 30. 
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Co-op Connections Card 

Last month’s issue talked about 
the great pharmacy component 

of your Touchstone Energy/Shelby 
Electric Cooperative Connections 
membership card. This issue we 
have listed all the local businesses 
that currently accept the member¬ 
ship card and offer discounts to 
those who show their card. 

li hy chance you missed last 
month’s issue you can view a copy 
on our Web site 
www.shelbyelectric.coop and select 
the Shelby News icon on the front 

Assumption 
■ The Knick-Knack Shoppe 820-1168 
10% off final purchase of non-consigned mer¬ 

chandise excluding furniture. 

Bloomington 
■ Glass Specialty Company Inc 
309-664-1087 
$20 Wal-Mart gift card with any auto glass 

replacement. 

Champaign 
■ Glass Specialty Company Inc 
352-4258 
$20 Wal-Mart gift card with any auto glass 

replacement. 

• Wireless Mike’s 356-9300 
50% off car cord or leather case when activat¬ 

ing a new line or upgrading an existing plan. 

Wte C4AJ^ 
Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

P.O. BOX 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 
Phone: 217-774-3986 
Fax: 217-774-3330 
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page. You can also visit 
www.locateproviders.com to see a 
full listing of pharmacies honor¬ 
ing the Co-op Connections card. 
Pharmacy discounts are not intend¬ 
ed as a substitute for insurance. 

In addition, you can still use 
your card to get great discounts from 
area merchants listed below. To see 
a listing of businesses nationally that 
accept the card go to 
www.connections.coop. If you’ve 
misplaced your card or need a new 
one contact the cooperative at 

Decatur 
■ Creative Media Services, Inc. 
428- 9950 
First hour of graphic design work is 20% off. 

■ Glass Specialty Company Inc 
429- 2371 
$20 Wal-Mart gift card with any auto glass 

replacement. 

■ Scotty’s Pest Control 422-9372 
20% discount on all jobs over $50 up to 

$1000. 

■ Starship & The Enterprise Grill 
872-8882 
Buy a lunch/dinner and get one half off. 

Effingham 
■ Great Clips 
$2 off haircut. 

342-4030 

Findlay 
■ Eagle Creek Resort 756-3456 
15% off regular room rate. Subject to avail¬ 

ability. Golf- receive free cart rental. 

Greenville 
■ Enertech, Inc 618-664-9010 
$50 per ton equipment discount (max 5 ton) 

on GeoComfort or Paradise geothermal sys¬ 

tems. 

Mattoon 
■ Wireless Mike’s 258-8771 
50% off car cord or leather case when activat¬ 

ing a new line or upgrading an existing plan. 

Oconee 
■ Hired Hands Services 539-4218 
5% off any carpet or resilient flooring. 

Pana 
■ Bland Heating & Air Conditioning 
562-4256 
10% discount on service calls. 

Shelby EJectric 
a Cooperative 

Touch, CO, ,ne Energy* 

1-800-677-2612. 
If you own a business or know 

of a business that might be inter¬ 
ested in offering a discount please 
let us know. Below is a listing of 
Shelby Electric Cooperative Co-op 
Connections card local businesses 
participating as of June 2, 2008. 

■ Merle Norman Cosmetic / Cut N Curl 
562-4722 
10% off retail. 

■ Pana Iron Store Co. 562-2168 
10% discount off retail purchase. 

Peoria 
■ Glass Specialty Company Inc 
309-676-6181 
$20 Wal-Mart gift card with any auto glass 

replacement. 

Pleasant Plains 
■ Paul Tree Farms, EEC 414-9556 
or 971-7876 
10% off pine, spruces, maples and oaks. 

Shelbyville 
■ Barker’s Baboonery & Bridal 
774-2588 
10% off all balloons & gift basket purchases. 

■ Best Wedding Chapel 774-7809 
10% off the full guest wedding package. 

■ Beyers Chiropractic 774-5313 
10% off vitamins, braces and pillows. 

■ Boarman’s Auto Sales 774-4919 
$2 off oil change. 

■ Bogart Vision Care 774-4422 
20% eye glasses/sun glasses, 50% second pair. 

■ Carl Grabb Motors 774-2165 
10% off all service repairs (parts and labor). 

■ Coon Creek Lodge 756-3147 
10% discounts on rooms with kitchenettes. 

■ Custom Care Cleaners 774-3422 
$1 off every $10, $2 off every $20, $3 off 

every $30. 
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■Druby’s 774'5143 
2 /ree medium drinks w/ purchase of any ev¬ 

eryday Family Deal. 

■Just A Stitch 774-2227 
20% off regular priced merchandise. 

■ Leach-Wilson Chevrolet Buick CO 
774-3975 
5% off parts and labor any day of the week. 

■ M & M Crafts 774-2609 
10% off all merchandise. 

■ Macari’s Service Center 774-4214 
10% discount on furnace/AC clean/checks. 

5% discount on appliances over $250. Card 

to be present at time of purchase, no excep¬ 

tions. 

■ Main Street Decka-Rations 774-2535 
10% off McCall’s candles. 

■ McElroy Recreational Sales 774-3960 
15% off parts and supplies at current list 

price. Offer expires January 26, 2008. 

■ Merle Norman Cosmetic’s & Boutique 
774-4233 
Save $2 on a purchase of $25 or more. 

■ Possum’s Treasures 774-1300 
10% off Jelly Bellys. 

■ Shelby Energy 774-2311 
2% off LP gas delivery. 

Rebate for the purchase of a generator from 

Guardian. 

■ Shelbyville Public Printer 774-2337 
15% off business customers or individuals. 

■ Whalen’s West Side Floral 774-4644 
10% off, some restrictions apply. 

■ Woodpile Primitives 254-6955 
10% off on any stock item. 

Sullivan 
■ Coyote Cabins 728-7150 
Regular price is $ 125/night, discount price is 

$99/night weekend and $89 Sunday through 

Thursday. 

Taylorville 
■ A Classic Bouquet 824-6556 
10% off purchases - cash & carry. 

■ Don’s Lion’s Den 824-6111 
10% on all non-cosigned merchandise. 

■ Gordon Pontiac GMC 824-3381 
$200 off bottom line price after you have 

made your best deal. Limit- 1 offer per trans¬ 

action, no cash value. 

■ Market Street Inn 824-7220 
10% off single night stay, 20% off two or more 

night stay. 

• ProStitch Auto Interiors & Uphol¬ 
stery, Inc 824-3228 
$10 off any basic headliner replacement or 

free black vinyl for ag/commercial seat repairs. 

■ Taylorville Community Credit Union 
824-9658 
25% off any new installment loan. 

■ The Best 4 Less 824-4003 
10% off already discounted prices. 

■ Yard Heating &. Cooling 824-4737 
10% off on furnace and/or air conditioner 

checkup. 

Urbana 
■ Wireless Mike’s 365-9300 
50% off car cord or leather case when activat¬ 

ing a new line or upgrading an existing plan. 

Windsor 
■ Deerfield Bed & Breakfast 459-2750 
10% off. 

■ Hickory Hills Crafts & Collectibles 
459-2347 
10% off on all $20 or more purchases. 

OUTAGE REPORT 
Line Outages 

DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS AFFECTED 
5/6/2008 3.00 Moweaqua Unknown 196 

5/7/2008 0.50 Shelbyville Miscellanous 79 

5/7/2008 3.20 Neoga Equipment failure 707 

5/9/2008 1.30 Neoga Miscellanous 115 

5/10/2008 4.00 Taylorville Lightning 330 

5/11/2008 3.00 Lakewood Storm 781 

5/11/2008 4.10 Neoga Broken pole 75 

5/11/2008 3.00 Dunkel Unkown 100 

5/11/2008 1.15 Shelbyville Broken pole 186 

Substation Outages 
DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS AFFECTED 

5/30/2008 2.00 Grove City Lightning 84 

5/30/2008 3.30 Taylorville Lightning 533 
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Lincoln Prairie Water Company 

Receives Funds For Phase IV 

Pictured left to right: Jim Miller, Shelby Energy and Lincoln Prairie 
Board Member; Christy Biddle, liaison for Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive; Board Chairman Dean McWard and Rick Koester Area Spe¬ 
cialist for Rural Development from the Effingham office. McWard 
is seen here signing one of the loan documents at Lincoln Prairie 
Water Company's loan closing and grant ceremony at Shelby 
Electric Cooperative's headquarters in Shelbyville. 

Representatives from Lincoln 
Prairie’s board were on hand for 

the loan closing and grant presenta¬ 
tion from Rural Development at 
Shelby Electric Cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters in Shelbyville back in May. 

With Phases I & II complete 
and Phase III waiting on easements, 
Lincoln Prairie Water Co. (LPWC) 
jumped ahead to Phase IV. 

The loan and grant will allow 
Phase IV construction to begin 
which will serve 130 families in the 
Ridge and Rural Townships in Shel¬ 
by County. Phase IV construction 
was to begin in early June. 

“Potable water is vital to the 
economic stability and growth in 
rural areas,” said Shelby Electric Co¬ 
operative spokesman Kevin Bernson. 

“Now that Phase IV will soon 
become a reality, the 130 families 
that will be served by LPWC will 
no longer have to worry about short 
water supplies or unhealthy well 
water,” said Lincoln Prairie Board 
Secretary/Treasurer Jim Miller. 

Phase I & II are complete with 
565 customers on 150 miles of water 
line. Obtaining easements is the 
only thing holding up Phase III. 

Shelby Electric played a major 
role in getting LPWC off the ground 
but acts mainly as a facilitator and 
liaison to the LPWC board. 

Are You Ready for PWR-net.€OOp 
High Speed Internet? 

Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative through its subsidiary 
Shelby DirecTV is introducing 

# VI a wireless broadband product 
called PWR-net.coop. 

PWR-net.coop build out 
is in phases and the plan is to 
cover most of the service ter¬ 

ritory currently covered by 
Shelby Electric Cooperative’s 
distribution system. If there is a 
strong interest for 
PWR-net.coop in other areas, 
once our initial build out is 
complete, we will look to in¬ 
clude those areas as well. 

HU 

For more information 
about PWR-net.coop pricing 
and packaging available or to 
see if we are in your area call 
Shelby DirecTV today at 1- 
217-774'2323, toll free 1-877- 
994-2323 or email 
subscriberinterest@PWR-net.coop. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Offices will be closed 
Friday, July 4th to celebrate our Independence. 
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Cooperative Holds 
70th Annual Meeting 
Members of Shelby Electric 

Cooperative were updated 

on rising energy costs during the 

co-op’s 70th Annual Meeting at the 

Shelby County 4-H Fairgrounds on 

Friday, June 20. Members were also 

informed that a rate adjustment 

would be needed in 2009 because of 

an increase in wholesale power. 

Board Chairman Darrell Shumard 

said long-term power supply is a 

challenge currently facing most en¬ 

ergy providers. Shelby Electric has 

been working to develop a plan that 

will provide a stable power supply at 

the lowest possible price well into 

the future. 

“One answer is through our part¬ 

nership with Prairie Power, Inc. 

(PP1). Along with other coopera¬ 

tives and municipalities we’ve pur¬ 

chased Prairie State Energy Campus 

in Lively Grove,” Shumard said. 

One of the two units at the facility 

is scheduled to he on-line in June 

2011, with the other unit coming 

on in May 2012. The plant is locat¬ 

ed at the mouth of a new coal mine 

and it will bum Illinois coal. It will 

also provide many jobs both during 

construction and after the plant is 

completed. 

Another way Shelby Electric is 

helping to reduce energy bills is by 

implementing its generator/inter¬ 

ruptible rate program. 

“By installing a whole house gen¬ 

erator and allowing the cooperative 

to interrupt power during our peak 

demand, Shelby Electric will give 

you a 15 percent discount on the 

energy portion of your power bill,” 

said Shumard. 

Shumard also discussed the dev¬ 

astation our nation could face with 

a looming energy crisis and demand 

threatening to outstrip supply. 

“If more power plants are not built, 

or ways to generate electricity by 

other means are not put into pro¬ 

duction very soon, people in this 

country could experience brownouts 

and rolling blackouts in the not-so 

distant future,” Shumard said. 

“The next generation of power 

plants will be the most expensive 

in history, coming at a time when 

prices for fossil fuels and construc¬ 

tion materials like steel, copper and 

concrete are shooting upward. As 

members of your electric coopera¬ 

tive it’s time to create change much 

like our parents and grandparents 

did when they formed Shelby Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative back in the 1930s,” 

he said. 

Shumard encouraged members to 

act together and act now by contact¬ 

ing their elected officials and asking 

them to fight for legislative solutions 

that will address climate change goals 

while ensuring reliable, affordable 

energy. “To get started, the National 

Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 

tion has created a website. Please go 

to www.ourenergy.coop. There, you’ll 

be able to review the three key ques¬ 

tions we’re asking and send a letter 

to your national legislators. It only 

takes a few minutes to complete.” 

Prices for virtually everything 

have increased and President/CEO 

James Coleman said that despite 

the cooperative’s efforts to proac¬ 

tively hold down costs as much as 

possible, a rate increase would be 

implemented in 2009. 

“We have held energy prices as 

they are now for 16 years, but the 

time has come that we have to 

make a change. The new three-year 

wholesale power contract from Prai- 

During the meeting, Darrell Shumard of Stew- 

ardson and Jeff Standerfer of Shelby ville were re¬ 

elected to three-year terms on the board. Shown 

above from left are President/CEO James Cole¬ 

man, Shumard and Standerfer. 

Capital Credits in the amount of 1.2 million dollars 

for the years of 1944 - 1970 were announced at 

the annual meeting. To highlight the announcement 

longtime member Wayne Rice (above) and Steward- 

son Strasburg Community District 5A representative 

(below) was handed their checks by Board Chairman 

Darrell Shumard. 

*<>. 2008:5021 
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rie Power Inc., our wholesale power 
supply cooperative, is much higher 
than our present contract, ” Cole¬ 
man said. He said this is due to the 
fact that base-load generation from 
coal and nuclear power is in short 
supply and the market forces have 
driven the price up. 

Coleman said the co-op is recom¬ 
mending a facility charge increase 
ot $7 per month and an energy in¬ 
crease of 10-15 percent. “Since your 
cooperative is owned by you and is 
operated as a not for profit co-op, 
there are no investors that we need 
to make dividends for; therefore 
there is no reason to raise rates 
beyond what it costs for us to main¬ 
tain a reliable energy source and 
deliver it to you,” Coleman says. 

Treasurer Richard Boggs of Ma¬ 
con, reported revenue for 2007 
totaled $22,569,811, resulting in 
margins for the year of $1,977,902. 
Boggs added that at the end of 
2007, the cooperative’s total assets 
totaled $51.4 million. 

Boggs stated the cooperative sold 
$22.4 million worth of electric 
service and paid for $13.7 million 
worth of electric service, meaning of 
every dollar the cooperative spent, 
$.61 was spent to purchase electric- 
ity. 

Boggs updated members on the 
co-op’s subsidiaries, Shelby Energy 

You, Touchstone Energy* Partne. 
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and DirectTV. In 2007, Shelby En¬ 
ergy had 1,892 customers and total 
sales of $2.4 million and DirectTV 
had 5,800 customers and total sales 
of $664,944. 

During the meeting Darrell Shu- 
mard of Stewardson and Jeff Stand- 
erfer of Shelbyville were re-elected 
to the board of directors for three- 
year terms. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
serves 9,727 members with 2,226 
miles of energized line in the coun¬ 
ties of Christian, Macon and Shel¬ 
by. The cooperative is a member of 
Touchstone Energy® — an alliance 
of more than 660 local, consumer- 
owned electric cooperatives around 
the country, committed to provid¬ 
ing superior service based on four 
core principles: integrity, account¬ 
ability, innovation and commitment 
to community. 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

Chief Operating Officer Josh Shallenberger, right, presents Gregory 

Lane of Taylorville, $250 in Shelby Electric Dollars as the grand 

prize winner at the 70th Annual Meeting of members. 
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Cooperative Welcomes 
Two New Employees 

hane Norris and Greg Peters 
recently joined Shelby Electric 

Cooperative as outside employees. 
They were hired in June after sever- 
al linemen had retired in early 2008. 

Norris, who was hired as a 
Groundman, came from Rural Elec¬ 
tric Convenience Cooperative in 
Auburn, 111. He is a 2006 graduate 
of Auburn High School and he fin¬ 
ished up his education with Lincoln 
Land’s Linemen program. Norris 
likes working outdoors and is look¬ 
ing forward to working with others 

on the team. He likes to hunt and 
fish and also helps his dad farm in 
his spare time. 

Peters was also hired as a Ground- 
man and had previously worked for 

Shane Norris Greg Peters 

a line contractor out of Troy, Mo. 
He is a 2002 graduate of Calhoun 
High School. Peters attended 
Louis Clark and Illinois College on 
baseball scholarships and he also 
attended Lincoln Land’s Linemen 
program. He also likes any outdoor 
activity and enjoys working with 
the guys. 

Welcome Shane and Greg to the coop' 

erative family. 

OUTAGE REPORT 
LINE OUTAGES 

DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS 
AFFECTED 

6/3/2008 2.20 Taylorville Lightning 372 

6/3/2008 3.15 Taylorville Lightning 388 

6/3/2008 3.45 Taylorville Storm 50 

6/3/2008 1.15 Blue Mound Lightning 324 

6/3/2008 2.00 Moweaqua Lightning 468 

6/3/2008 1.20 Lakewood Lightning 67 

6/4/2008 1.20 Neoga Lightning 295 

6/6/2008 3.03 Neoga Lightning 115 

6/6/2008 2.15 Neoga Lightning 99 

6/6/2008 1.05 Velma Lightning 144 

6/7/2008 1.15 Shelbyville Lightning 101 

6/7/2008 5.00 Neoga Animal/bird 91 

6/13/2008 1.37 Neoga Lightning 940 

6/27/2008 2.10 Dunkel Lightning 125 

6/27/2008 2.00 Richland Lightning 178 

SUBSTATION OUTAGES 

6/4/2008 1.00 Velma Power Supplier 1377 

6/7/2008 1.15 Grove City Lightning 338 

6/11/2008 2.45 Neoga Lightning 1270 

6/27/2008 2.30 Yantisville Lightning 758 

Safety 
Reminder 
With Use 
of CFLs 
We are all looking 

to conserve energy 
while saving money on 
home electrical bills. One gfe* 
way to do this is with com¬ 
pact fluorescent light bulbs or 
CFLs. CFLs use about a fourth 
of the electricity and last 10 times 
longer than incandescent bulbs. 
Your cooperative believes CFLs 
are a great way to conserve energy 
hut also wants to remind you to 
use CFLs in appropriate devices. 
Most CFLs should not be used in 
a light that is controlled by a dim¬ 
mer switch. Read all directions 
and warnings on your lighting 
equipment before installing a CFL. 
Shelby Electric Cooperative will 
continue to recommend CFLs as a 
way to conserve electricity but do 
want you to use your CFLs safely. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING August 2008 6C 

I 



Your Touchstone Energy® Partner anBw, 
Two Area Youth Tour Nation's Capital 

Mason Flowers of Cowden and Margaret Riley of De' - > vw.-* 
catur represented Shelby Electric Cooperative in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., during the annual “Youth to Washington” 
tour, June 13-20. This event, sponsored by the electric 
and telephone cooperatives of Illinois, began in the late 
1950s to introduce rural youths to our democratic form of 
government and cooperatives. 

“The cooperative is pleased to be able to provide our 
outstanding area youth with these opportunities and both 
Mason and Margaret represented the cooperative well,” 
said Marla Eversole, Member Services Representative for 
the cooperative. 

The students met with several of their elected officials 
in the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate and 
were among 66 rural Illinois youth leaders selected for 
the trip. In addition to the Capitol, they also visited the 
White House, Arlington National Cemetery, the Nation¬ 
al Cathedral, the Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. Holo¬ 
caust Memorial Museum, the World War II Memorial, the 
new Newseum and a number of other historical sites. 

Flowers and Riley were chosen out of 12 students repre¬ 
senting Shelby Electric Cooperative during Youth Day in 
Springfield on April 9, 2008. 

From left are Mason Flowers and Margaret Riley pos-- 
ing for a picture outside the Jefferson Memorial. Mason 
and Riley represented Shelby Electric Cooperative on the 
“Youth to Washington” tour. 

Scholarship Winners Announced 
Three area youths were each 

awarded $1,000 scholarships, and 
recognized during the Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 70th annual meeting of 
members on Friday, June 20. 

This year’s winners were Andrew 
Ninmer of Taylorville, Margaret 
Riley of Decatur and Samantha Me- 
Cue of Bartlett. 

“We are always pleased to he 

able to provide these outstanding 
students with these scholarships as 
a way to give hack to the communi¬ 
ties we serve,” noted Cooperative 
Board Chairman Darrell Shumard. 
A total of 24 students applied tor 
the scholarship opportunity. 

Marla Eversole, who coordinates 
this program for the cooperative, 
will begin notifying schools within 

the cooperative’s 
service territory 
in January about 
the 2009 scholar¬ 
ships. You can also learn 
more about the scholarships 
on the cooperative’s website 
www.shelbyelectric.coop under 
the “Our Community” menu tab 

Andrew is a graduate of Taylorville High School 
and will be attending the University of Illinois 
to study music with an emphasis in jazz studies. 
Andrew is the son of members Ron and Jean 
Ninmer. 

Samantha’s mother Jill accepted her scholarship 
check, as Samantha was unable to attend the 
meeting due to a school trip. Samantha is a 
graduate ofBarltett High School and plans on 
majoring in aviation engineering at the Univer' 
shy of Illinois. She is the daughter of members 
Mark and Jill McCue. 

Margaret is a graduate of St. Teresa High School 
in Decatur and plans to attend the St. Louis col¬ 
lege of Pharmacy working toward a doctorate in 
pharmacy. Margaret is the daughter of members 
James and Mary Jo Riley. 
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Make a Difference During Election 2008 
For those of you who attended 

your cooperative’s annual meeting 
back in June or read the news re- 
lease printed in the August Illinois 
Country Living Shelby News insert, 
you learned that there is a national 
concern over our energy future and 
how your involvement is important 
to guiding our energy future. 

Yes, you can make a difference it 
you start a conversation with your 
elected officials about reliable, af¬ 
fordable, and environmentally re¬ 
sponsible electric power today. 

“Never underestimate the power 
of personal contact with your elect¬ 
ed officials at all levels,” says Glenn 
English, chief spokesman tor the 
nation’s electric cooperatives as the 
CEO of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

And English should know. He 
spent a lot of time with his constitu¬ 
ents during his 10 terms as a Mem¬ 
ber of Congress from Oklahoma. 

“Take advantage of the summer 
congressional recess and fall elec¬ 
tion season and talk to candidates 
or your representatives about our 
energy future and what they are do¬ 
ing to help us keep the lights on and 
electric bills affordable,” he said. 

English urges electric co-op con¬ 
sumers to attend campaign rallies 
and town hall meetings when mem¬ 
bers of Congress visit or candidates 
for office make themselves available. 

“America has a huge energy chal¬ 
lenge,” English warns. “Now is the 
time to ask some tough questions 
and get some real answers about 
what our elected officials are doing 
to help us meet growing demand for 
electricity while addressing climate 
change goals. 

The major questions to ask elected 
officials and candidates for office are: 

[J Experts say that our nation’s 
growing electricity needs will soon 
go well beyond what renewables, 
conservation, and efficiency can 
provide. What is your plan to make 
sure we have the electricity we’ll 
need in the future? 
0Our country faces a crisis as 
electricity use increases faster than 
available supply. I believe that by 
unleashing American ingenuity we 
can solve this problem. What are 
you doing to speed the develop¬ 
ment of new technology that will 
allow me to have the electric power 
I need while meeting national cli¬ 
mate policy goals? 
0| Balancing electricity needs and 
environmental goals will be dif¬ 
ficult. How much is all this going to 
increase my electric bill and what 
will you do to make it affordable? 

In addition to personal contact, 
letters make a difference, too, ac¬ 
cording to English. 

“In this electronic age, it’s easy 
to stay in touch. Electric co-op 
consumers can lead the way in 
discussing energy issues by going 
to www.ourenergy.coop, and asking 
those critical questions. It will only 
take a few moments of your time,” 
he said. 

If you don’t have Internet ac¬ 
cess you can stop by Shelby Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s main office in 
Shelbyville and fill out a simple 
question card and they will even 
send it in for you. Now is the time 
to take action in helping shape our 
energy future. If you have questions 
about Our Energy, Our Future cam¬ 
paign give us a call at 217-774-3986 
or 800-677-2612. 
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Mark Your Calendar 

Touchstone Energy NBRA Short 
Course Nationals Sept. 19-21 
at Wilborn Creek Recreation 
area on Lake Shelbyville. Okay 
Valley Regional Development As- 
sociation is teaming up with local 
Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
to bring you the National Boat® 
racing Association Short Course 
Nationals. It’s great family fun 
with time trials on Friday after- 
noon and races all weekend. Ven¬ 
dors and kids activities available 
Saturday and Sunday. Visit www. 
lakeshelbyville.com and click on 
calendar of events, then click on 
September for more information, 
or contact Lori Ryherd at 217- 
756-3253 or Kevin Bernson at 
217-774-3986. Interested vendors 
contact Roger Brooks at 217-756- 
8585. 

^ V 

Wbuw* 
Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

P.O. BOX 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 
Phone: 217-774-3986 
Fax: 217-774-3330 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 

Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. - 4;30 p.m. 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partne 

Are You Ready for 

High Speed Internet PWR-net.(oop 

is now available 

Shelby Electric Cooperative through its subsidiary Shelby 
DirecTV has recently launched a wireless broadband product 
called PWR-net.coop. 

For more information about PWR-net.coop pricing and 
packaging available or to see if we are in your area call Shelby 

DirecTV today at 1-217-774-2323, toll free 1-877-994-2323 
or email subscriberinterest@PWR-net.coop. 

Ql: Why is Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive getting into the wireless broad¬ 
band business? 

A recent statewide survey sent out to 
our members in 2007 indicated a desire 
for the cooperative to provide this 
service. While we have offered Internet 
services to our membership since 
2005, wireless broadband will offer our 
members a more competitive entry price 
that gives our rural members access 
to a product that is as fast as or faster 
than other high-speed providers at a 
comparable price to what they would 
pay if they were in town. Therefore, this 
package should be equally attractive 
to customers located in town or out of 
town. 

Q2: How fast will PWR-net be? 

Tier 1 

Download speeds up to 512 Kbps 

Upload speeds up to 128 Kbps 

Tier 2 

Download speeds up to 1 Mbps 

Upload speeds up to 384 Kbps 

Tier 3 

Download speeds up to 1.5 Mbps 

Upload speeds up to 512 Kbps 

Q3: How much will this service cost? 

PWR-net will be competitively priced 
starting at $44-95/month for the Tier 1 
service package. However, if you are cur¬ 
rently a Shelby Electric, Shelby DirecTV, 
or Shelby Energy customer, you will be 
eligible for a $ 15 monthly discount. 

Q4: Are there any installation or 
equipment costs? 

Yes. There is a one-time charge of $99 
for basic installation and equipment. 
The equipment located outside your 
home is referred to as CPE (customer 
premise equipment). Basic installation 
consists of a single wired internet con¬ 
nection coming directly off of the CPE, 
which must be installed by one of our 
registered technicians, into your com¬ 
puter or router. Up to 1 50 feet of CAT5 
cable is included in the basic installa¬ 
tion. The installation of mounting poles 
and trenching services, if required, will 
be at an additional charge. 

Q5: Will I be signing a contract? 

Yes. Shelby Electric requires that all 
PWR-net subscribers sign a two-year 
service agreement. 

Q6: Do you require any type of 
deposit? 

You will be asked to provide your social 
security number when signing up for 
PWR-net. We use your number to 
perform a credit check, which will come 
back to us as a pass or fail. If you pass 
the credit check, you will not owe a de¬ 
posit. If you fail, we will require a $100 
deposit in addition to the $99 installa¬ 
tion charge before the installation can 
take place. The $100 will be reimbursed 
when you have paid your bill in a timely 
manner for 24 consecutive months. 
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PWR-net.toop Q&A Cont. 

Q7: How many e-mail addresses can I 
get through PWR'Iiet? 

Our basic package provides three e-mail 

addresses. Additional e-mail addresses 
can be purchased for $5.00 per e-mail 
address per month. 

Q8: Who pays if I have a problem 
with my service or equipment? 

Customers will be responsible for the 
repair and/or replacement of their 
PWR-net equipment unless they have 
our maintenance plan. We strongly 

encourage customers to take advantage 
of this plan, as it is only $5/month. 
Please be aware this maintenance plan 
covers the CPE and service call fees 
only. (A new CPE is $479.00 plus tax, 
and service calls are $75.00 per visit.) 
Any additional equipment you may 

have is your responsibility and will not 
be covered under this plan. In addition, 
service calls needed due to an operator 
error or subscriber equipment (hardware 

or software) problems will not be cov¬ 
ered under our maintenance plan. 

Q9: Who owns the equipment? 

Shelby Electric will lease the CPE 
to customers for the first two years of 
service. The customer will own any 
other equipment associated with his/her 

PWR-net service and will obtain own¬ 
ership of the CPE after the 24th month. 
Please note: Shelby Electric will not 
assume responsibility for the CPE, whether 
it be leased or owned, unless the customer 
signs up for our maintenance plan. 

Q10: Will I have the option to take 
advantage of bundled billing with 
PWR-net? 

The cooperative is currently working to 

combine PWR-net and electric charges 
on the same bill. Unfortunately, bundled 

billing is not available at this time with 
Shelby DirecTV or Shelby Energy. 

Q11: Will online bill pay for PWR- 
net be available? 

Our goal is to make paying your bill as 

fast and easy as possible. We realize, for 
most people, this is done online. We 
are presently working to make online 
bill pay for PWR-net customers a 
feature readily available at our website, 
www. shelbye lectr ic .coop. 

Q12: Will my current computer 
operating system be compatible with 
PWR-net? 

Your operating system must be Win¬ 
dows 98 or newer. If you are a Mac user, 
contact our office to ensure your system 
will be compatible. 

Q13: How do 1 know if service is 
available in my area? 

You can contact our Shelby DirecTV 
office with any questions you may have 

at 1-877-994-2323 or 217-774-2323 
or by e-mailing subscriberinterest® 
pwr-net.coop. Our customer service 
representatives will be able to discuss 
tower installation progress with you 

and/or place you on a list of interested 
parties. You will then be notified when 
service becomes available in your area. 

Q14: I live in a wooded area will I be 
able to get service? 

Maybe. PWR-net uses a line-of-sight 
technology. The CPE at your home 
must be able to communicate with the 
main tower in your area. 

Q15: Who will I call if I’m having 
trouble? 

Shelby DirecTV’s outstanding customer 

service team are trained to assist you. 

Q16: Will I have access to technical 
support after business hours? 

Questions concerning PWR-net will 

need to be posed between the hours of 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 

Friday, when knowledgeable customer 
service representatives are available to 
address your needs. 

Q17: If I am not satisfied with 
PWR-net, will I be able to break my 
contract without penalty? 

We encourage prospective subscribers 
to visit our DirecTV or Shelby Electric 
headquarters to take a test drive of the 
broadband service before scheduling an 
appointment. Once the equipment has 
been installed you will be responsible 
for fulfilling the service agreement of 
two years. 

Q18: What if I decide I want to 
switch to a different Internet provider 
but haven’t fulfilled my two-year com¬ 
mitment? 

Customers will have the option to buy 
out of their service agreement at a pro¬ 
rated fee dependent upon the amount of 
time they have maintained service. An 
early cancellation fee may also apply. 

Q19: Does an early termination fee 
apply even if I move and can no longer 
receive service? 

In the event you move, you will be 
asked to submit proof of utility service 
in your name at a new address outside 
of the broadband network. In this 
instance, and only in this instance, 
Shelby Electric may choose to uninstall 
the CPE at the previous location in 

lieu of or in conjunction with an early 
termination fee. 

Q20: If I require a wireless router, is 
that included in the $99.00 installa¬ 
tion fee? 

No. Wireless routers are available for 
purchase at our Shelby DirecTV office 
for $69.00 plus tax. (We do not require 
that you purchase your router through 

our office). 

Q21: I own a small business, can I 
subscribe to PWR-net and how much 
will it cost? 

Yes, we encourage business owners to 

contact our Shelby DirecTV office, as 
the standard information may not apply. 

Increased bandwidth is available and 
will be priced accordingly. 
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Cooperative 
Fairgoers attending the Christian and 

Shelby County 4'H fairs learned about 
energy efficiency at the Shelby Electric 

Luke Mathias of Shelb^ille, pictured 

l0i.e, tries on equipment worn by coop' 

ative linemen. Lineman Matt Clark 

dped kids try on equipment during the 

helM Count} 4'H Fair. 

Participates in County Fairs 
Cooperative information booth. 

“We’ve supported area fairs in 
other ways in the past but this year we 
decided we should also have a presence 
by having energy efficiency displays and 
teaching electric safety in our booth,” 
said Marla Eversole Member Services 
Representative at the cooperative. 

Michelle McKittrick and Carla Moon, 
both of Lakewood, were winners of 
energy efficiency kits given away during 

the Shelby County 4'H Fair. 
Fair goers were able to see a generator 

from Shelby Energy and learn how they 
can save 1 5 percent off their energy bills 
each month. They could pick up energy 
efficiency tips, and they were able to 
compare the energy usage of a compact 
fluorescence light bulb over the normal 
incandescent bulbs. There was also a 
display comparing fiberglass insulation 
to blown in cellulose insulation. 

Young fair goers are cap¬ 

tivated b} the tabletop 

safety demonstration 
Lineman Matt Clark 

uses to teach electrical 

safety to passers-b} at the 

She lb} Count} 4-H Fair. 

Free Online 
Classifieds Available 
Go to www.shelbyelectric.coop and you will locate a 

new feature to the cooperative’s Web site called Market¬ 
place. The Marketplace link is located on the lower left 
hand portion of the Web site. 

This is a free classifieds ad service for your use. There is 
a place to list for sale, wanted and tree items as well as a 

^ ^ place to list rentals and services. 
If you do not have Internet access but 

want to list an item, send your items 
to Marketplace, P.O. Box 560, 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 and we will list 
your item for you. If you have ques¬ 
tions or need assistance contact the 
cooperative at 800-677'2612. 

Your item(s) will be posted for 
45 days. 

. pUoe 

OUTAGE REPORT 
LINE OUTAGES 

DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS 
AFFECTED 

7/3/2008 3.00 Elwin Broken insulator 83 

7/8/2008 7.00 Dunkel Lightning 154 

7/8/2008 2.50 Yantisville Lightning 256 

7/8/2008 3.10 Neoga Lightning 401 

7/11/2008 2.00 Lakewood Trees/ storm 200 

7/13/2008 4.00 Airport Bad underground 120 

7/20/2008 1.30 Lakewood Unknown 213 

7/21/2008 1.00 Velma Trees/ storm 106 

7/21/2008 2.30 Elwin Trees/ storm 263 

7/22/2008 2.00 Taylorville Lightning 243 

7/31/2008 1.30 Pana Vehicles 238 

SUBSTATION 1 OUTAGES 

DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS 
AFFECTED 

7/8/2008 2.45 Taylorville Lightning 535 

7/8/2008 0.55 Grove City Lightning 86 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Shelby DirecTV Shelby Energy 
1'80CC677'2612 1'877'994'2323 weekdays 1'217'774'2311 
1-217'774'3986 1-877'241'6605 after-hours 24-hours-a-day 

24-hours-a-day 
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Spookfacular II To Be Held At 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Halloween is the one of the old¬ 
est holidays still celebrated 

today. It’s one of the most popular 
holidays, second only to Christmas. 
While millions of people celebrate 
Halloween without knowing its 
origins and myths, the history and 
facts of Halloween make the holiday 
more fascinating. 

Some people view Halloween as 
a time for fun, putting on costumes, 
trick-or-treating and having theme 
parties. Others view it as a time of 
superstitions, ghosts, goblins and 
evil spirits that should be avoided at 
all costs. Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive employees hope to combine all 
things into their Spooktacular II. 

“Spooktacular I exceeded our 
expectations so we decided to make 
an even bigger and better event for 
Spooktacular II,” said cooperative 
employee Vicki Blackwell who is or¬ 
ganizing the event again this year. 

“We wanted to create a fun, safe 
place for kids to come trick-or-treat 
and this year we’ve expanded the 
size of the haunted maze. It may 
be a little scarier but it will still be 
geared towards the younger kids. It 
is going to he better than last year,” 
continued Blackwell. “We want it to 
be scary, but not too scary.” 

Several employees are getting 
items to use in the haunted maze, 
which includes the usual monsters 
and graveyards, but in a safe envi¬ 
ronment. 

“This is a great way for the inside 
and outside cooperative employees 
to work together on a community 
project,” said cooperative spokesper¬ 
son Kevin Bernson. “And that is one 
of the core principles of a coopera¬ 

Parts and pieces are arriving daily for the 

Cooperatives Spooktacular. 

Cast of ghouls and goblins from last years 
event, pictured lefi to right are: Becky 

Sloan, Laura Cutler, Vicki Blackwell 

(event organizer), Debbie Carlen, Donna 

Stretch, Dannette Logue and Phoebe 

Kates (wearing mask) 

tive, Commitment to Community,” 
continued Bernson. 

Spooktacular II will be from 6 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m. at the cooperative 
headquarters in Shelbyville. There 
will be better traffic control this 
year. For more information call the 
cooperative at 217-774-3986 or visit 
www.shelbyelectric.coop. 

Editors note: The date for Spook- 

tacular II will be held the same night as 

Shelbyville’s official trick-or-treat night 

still to be determined. 
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Mark Your Calendar 

Touchstone Energy/Eagle 
Creek Halloween Balloonfest 
Oct. 31 - Nov. 2 with trick-or- 
treat balloon glow on Saturday, 
Nov. 1. For more information 
call Eagle Creek Resort at 
217-756-3456 or Shelby Electric 
Cooperative at 217-774-3986. 

Don’t forget 
to change your 
clock back 
Sunday morn¬ 
ing, Nov. 2 at 
2 a.m. In the 
U.S., clocks 
change at 2 a.m. local time. In 
the spring, clocks spring forward 
from 1:59 a.m. to 3 a.m.; in fall, 
clocks fall back from 1:59 a.m. 
to 1 a.m. 

S»w 
P.O. BOX 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 
Phone: 217-774-3986 
Fax: 217-774-3330 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 
Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

Cooperative Sends 
Linemen To Help With 
Hurricane Restoration 

Crews & equipment from Shelby 
Electric Cooperative were 

among hundreds of other coopera¬ 
tive employees from several states 
responding to the Gulf Coast Re¬ 
gion to help with restoring power 
in the wake of Hurricane Gustav. 
The crewmembers include (left to 
right) Foremen Steve Darnell and 

Kris Koehler, Linemen Roger Jones, 
Brad Wright and Brian Bunton, 
Mechanic Craig Atteberry, Lineman 
Blake Summers and (kneeling) Line¬ 
man Brian Chevalier. The men were 
initially being sent to Dixie Electric 
Membership Corporation in Green- 
well Springs, LA. Crews returned 
home on September 12. 

OUTAGE REPORT 
DATE HOURS SUBSTATION CAUSE MEMBERS 

AFFECTED 

8/4/2008 1.00 Dunkel Unknown 125 

8/5/2008 0.45 Lakewood Unknown 198 

8/5/2008 3.00 Airport Lightning 83 

8/7/2008 3.05 Neoga Trees/storm 73 

8/7/2008 0.20 Lakewood Trees/storm 200 

8/22/2008 1.30 Wenonah Lightning 164 

8/28/2008 0.50 Yantisville Animal/bird 75 
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Dunaway Hired As Groundman 

Nick Dunaway is now employed 
at Shelby Electric Cooperative 

as a Groundman. Dunaway has been 
working as part-time summer help 
since May 2005. 

He graduated from Shelbyville 
High School in 2004 and then 
graduated from Eastern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity with a degree in finance. He 
graduated this spring from Eastern 
and continued as part-time summer 
help at the cooperative this past 
summer. 

“It was great to be able to 
work with the cooperative 
during my summer breaks 
while attending Eastern,” said 
Dunaway. “I’ve learned to ap¬ 
preciate what it takes to work 
the lines for the cooperative 
and have enjoyed the learning 
opportunities from the more 
experienced linemen,” added 
Dunaway. 

“Nick is a smart, hard work¬ 
ing kid and despite his finance 
degree we are happy he wants 
to start his career working 
with the line crews,” said 

Operations Superintendent Terry 
Oldham. “Working the past four 
summers with us, as summer help, 
he already is familiar with the guys 
and how we operate and that is a big 
plus,” added Oldham. 

In his spare time Nick enjoys any¬ 
thing outdoors and spending time 
with friends and family. 

He started full time at the coop¬ 
erative on August 21. 

We welcome Nick to the coopera¬ 
tive family. 

Tomblin Changes 
Positions Within 

Cooperative 
Shelby Electric Co¬ 

operatives welcomes 
Monica Tomblin, who used 
to work as a Customer Ser¬ 
vice Representative (CSR) 
for Shelby DirecTV, over 
to the electric side of the 
business. 

Monica was married 
over the summer to Russ Tomblin, a 
teacher at Moulton School in Shel¬ 
byville. When she returned home 
from their honeymoon she changed 
positions within the cooperative. 

Monica worked for approximately 
four years as a CSR for Shelby 
DirecTV before moving to the 
electric side of the business to work 
as an Administrative Assistant to 
Josh Shallenberger, the cooperative’s 
Chief Operating Officer. 

Monica said she is looking forward 
to new challenges and opportuni¬ 
ties this new position will bring. 
Congratulations Monica on your 
wedding and your new position with 
the cooperative. 

Are You Ready for 

High Speed internet? 
PWR-net.coop 

is now available 

Tired of waiting for DSL and cable modems to reach you? Tired of slow Internet connections from 
your dial-up or enhanced dial-up? Ready to switch to a more competitively priced broadband solution? 
If you’ve answered yes to any of these questions then Shelby Electric Cooperative has your answer. 
Through its subsidiary Shelby DirecTV, Shelby Electric is now offering its new wireless Internet product 
PWR-net .coop. As the cooperative builds out its system in phases, it will eventually cover most of 
the nine counties it serves with electricity. “We will grow and expand where the demand is,” said James 
Coleman, Cooperative President & CEO. “Much of the rural areas still do not have an affordable, viable 
broadband option and we feel PWR-net.coop will fill that void,” Coleman added. 

For more information about PWR-Tiet.coop call Shelby DirecTV today at (217) 774'2323 or log onto 
PWR'Yiet.coop or email subscriberinterest@pwrmet.coop. 
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Jobs. 
Cooperative businesses are run by those who live and 
work in the community. So we keep jobs at home. 

Lots of businesses talk about growing their communities. 
For cooperatives, it’s not just talk. It’s what we’re all about. 

We’re in it for the long haul ... strengthening communities 
through jobs, service and community involvement. 

Maybe that’s why we’re more trusted than businesses 
owned by Wall Street investors. 

Cooperatives 
Owned by Our Members, 
Committed to Our Communities 

OCTOBER 
IS 

CO-OP 
MONTH 

No more worries of blackouts, brownouts 
or weather related outages. Just peace of 
mind that 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
your home and family are protected 
against electrical failure. 
• 24/7 BLACKOUT PROTECTION 
• HANDS-FREE OPERATION 
• NO MANUAL STARTING OR 

REFUELING 
• PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 
• RUNS ON NATURAL GAS OR LP GAS 
• FINANCING NOW AVAILABLE 

GUARDIAN 
by Generac Power Systems, Inc. 

t^JAW3(AN 

AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATOR 

Shelby Energy 
217-774-2311 

www.shelbyelectric.coop 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Members: Ask how you can save $200 off the price and save 15% per month off your energy bill! 

Call Shelby Energy today for more information.   
Or contact Matt Figgins of Figgins Electric at 217~343-3169 or 217-682-3292. 
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Apprentice 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Apprentice Linemen Andy 
McDonald (left) and Ryan Musser 
attended the First Year Distribution 
Training School at Lincoln Land 
Community College in Springfield 
in October. They learned how to 
properly and safely operate aerial lift 
devices on utility vehicles; install 
cross arms, line insulators and other 
connectors; and perform pole top 
and bucket rescues. 

Lineman Thad France, from the 
Taylorville outpost, and retired line¬ 
man Bill Shoaff were instructors. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative is 
a member of Touchstone Energy 
— an alliance of more than 670 
local, consumer-owned electric 
utilities around the country. Shelby 
Electric is committed to providing 
superior service based on four core 

Linemen Attend Training 

principles: integrity, accountability, 
innovation and commitment to 
community. The co-op serves more 
than 9,727 members over 2,226 

miles of line in parts of Christian, 
Cumberland, Effingham, Fayette, 
Macon, Montgomery, Moultrie, 
Sangamon and Shelby counties. 

Just Hanging Around 
Nick Dunaway (left) and Kent 

England, both of Shelbyville, 
recently completed instruction in 
climbing skills during the electrical 
lineman climbing school held Sept. 
8-19 at Lincoln Land Community 
College in Springfield. Dunaway 
is a groundman for Shelby Electric 
Cooperative and England is an 
installer for the co-op’s DirecTV/ 
WildBlue/PWR-net subsidiary. The 
school, which was hosted by the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives, provided hands-on training 
in pole climbing, hurt man rescue, 
power line building, equipment 
installation and pole replacement. 
The course can be applied toward: 
Electrical Distribution Certificate of 
Personal Development, Associate in 
General Education or Associate in 

Applied Science degrees. The pro- Department of Labor, Bureau of Ap- 
gram is also recognized by the U.S. prenticeship and Training. 
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Mark Your Calendar 

Offices Closed 
Your cooperative offices will 

be closed Tuesday, Nov. 11 for 

Veterans Day and on Thursday 

and Friday, Nov. 27 and 28 for 

Thanksgiving. 

Sii^w 
Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

P.O. BOX 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 
Phone: 217-774-3986 
Fax: 217-774-3330 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 

Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

PWR-net & WildBlue • 
Internet Charges Now a 
Part of Your Electric Bill 

■ ‘ ^ 7 ------ 

JLCooperative member who 

also subscribes to WildBlue or 

PWR-net, your electric bill 

will now include your Internet 

charges. These charges will 

be a line item in the cur¬ 

rent bill information 

(see graphic). You 

will also receive a 

second document 

that contains 

just the Internet 

charges for your 

records. 

This new billing 

procedure started 

with your October 

electric bill. 

If you subscribe to the 

AirEvac Utility plan your 

charges will also be located 

in the current bill informa¬ 

tion box. 

For more information about 

PWR-net Wireless Broadband 

or WildBlue Satellite Internet 

contact Shelby DirecTV 

at 774-2323 or e-mail 

subscriberinterest@pwr-net.coop. 

If you currently use the online bill pay 

feature on the cooperative’s website 

www.shelbyelectric.coop, please re¬ 

member to select “do not mail paper 

invoice” option. This will help the 

cooperative save money as well as 

help the environment. 

Outage Report 
Date Hours Substation Cause Members Affected 

Line Outages 

9/2/2008 1.30 Velma Broken conductor 51 

9/3/2008 1.40 Airport Animal/bird 80 

9/8/2008 0.50 Airport Animal/bird 79 

9/8/2008 2.22 Taylorville Lightning 50 

9/11/2008 2.00 Velma Lightning 520 

9/14/2008 2.45 Lakewood Lightning 138 

9/14/2008 1.30 Velma Lightning 507 

9/14/2008 3.10 Neoga Lightning 70 

Substation Outages 

9/14/2008 3.45 Pana Lightning 550 
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Students are Encouraged 
to Apply for a 2009 IEC 
Memorial Scholarship 

Jason Barker, pictured right, receives congratulations from 

Shelby Electric Cooperative President & CEO James Coleman. 

Barker, of Shelbyville, was one of the 2008 scholarship recipients. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
President & CEO James Cole¬ 

man is pleased to announce that 
for the fourteenth consecutive year, 
the Illinois electric cooperatives 
will award academic scholarships to 
high school seniors. 

Seven scholarships of $1,250 each 
will he awarded in 2009 to eligible 
high school seniors through the Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperative (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program. 

Four scholarships will be awarded 
to students who are the sons or 
daughters of an Illinois electric co¬ 
operative member receiving service 
from the cooperative. A fifth schol¬ 
arship, the Earl W. Struck Memorial 
Scholarship, will be awarded to a 
student who is the son or daughter 
of an Illinois electric cooperative 
employee. The sixth and seventh 
scholarships are reserved for stu¬ 
dents enrolling full-time at a two- 
year Illinois community college who 
are the sons or daughters of Illinois 
electric cooperative members, em¬ 
ployees or directors. 

“We hope to assist electric co¬ 

operative youth while honoring 
past rural electric leaders with this 
scholarship,” says Coleman. “Shelby 
Electric Cooperative and the other 
Illinois electric cooperatives are 
always seeking ways to make a dif¬ 
ference in our communities. One of 
the best ways we can do that is by 
helping our youth through programs 
like this one.” 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities, and a short essay 
that demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives. Deadline 
for applications to be returned to 
the cooperative is Jan. 1, 2009. 

More information, applications 
and guidelines can be obtained 
from high school guidance counsel¬ 
ors, the cooperative’s website: 
www.shelbyelectric.coop or by 
calling Marla Eversole at Shelby 
Electric Cooperative at 217-774- 
3986. You can also contact us by 
sending an e-mail to 
scholarship@shelhyelectric.coop. 

SHIT 
What 

should I do 
with my 

used CFLs? 

Recycle them! 
Shelby Electric Cooperative is 

now an authorized drop-off 
center for used compact fluores¬ 
cent bulbs. Not only do we pro¬ 
mote the use of the energy saving 
bulbs, we want to make it easy 
for our members to recycle their 
used household CFLs. You can 
also purchase CFLs from your 
cooperative. 

Members may bring their used 
compact fluorescent bulbs to 
the Shelby Electric Cooperative 
headquarters on North Route 
128 in Shelbyville and place 
them in the RecyclePak bucket. 

We will not be accepting 
broken bulbs or the long tubes 
for recycling. Broken, smaller 
lamp-type CFLs should be double 
bagged in zip lock bags and dis¬ 
posed of with regular trash. 
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If the power goes out will you be ready? 

&1AJ4' Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

No more worries of blackouts, brownouts 
or weather related outages. Just peace of 
mind that 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
your home and family are protected 
against electrical failure. 

•24/7 BLACKOUT PROTECTION 
• HANDS-FREE OPERATION 
• NO MANUAL STARTING OR REFUELING 
• PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 
• RUNS ON NATURAL GAS OR LP GAS 

Shelby Energy 
217-774-2311 

www.shelbyelectric.coop 
C^“ Shelby Electric Cooperative Members: Ask how you can save $200 off the price and save 15% per month off your energy bill! 

GUARDIAN 
by Generac Power Systems, Inc 

AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATOR 

t3uAnoiAPj 

FINANCING NOW AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS 

NOAA Multi-Purpose Radios 
Now Available From Shelby Electric 

Shelby Electric Cooperative is now selling the American Red 
Cross FR400 multi-purpose radio. With all the features this 

radio has, it is the perfect radio to have with you for any emergency. 

Stop hy the cooperative and pick one up today or call 1-800'677'2612 
for more information about the FR400. _ 

American 
Red Cross 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Your Touchstone Energy® Parmer 

Your Emergency Preparedness Partner 

1'800-67 7'2612 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 

American Red Cross FR400 

♦ Emergency Weather Alerts 
♦ Water-resistant 
♦ NOAA weather band and TV-VHF 

radio bands 
♦ Receives all 7 of the NOAA 

weather frequencies 
♦ Flashlight and siren 
♦ Cell phone charger 
♦ Four Power Sources 

- AC Adaptor 
- 3 AA Batteries 
- Built-in rechargeable NI-NH 

Battery 
- Dynamo Crank Charging 
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Season’s Q/ieetings 
9/tow the ^OinectoKS and fimpfoyeeg QheQby 
Qkctmc Coopemtm, QheMoy ^Dt/tec cA1, 
^P^U/T^-net and 8nc/igy. 

Safely First In Annual Lineman's Rodeo 
Most people think of horses, 

cowboys, bull riding and steer 
wrestling when you hear the word 
rodeo. For the linemen who work 
at Shelby Electric Cooperative it 
means something totally different. 
It means several events revolving 
around various tasks they do on a 
day-to-day basis but they are de¬ 
signed with the lineman’s safety 
in mind. 

Line personnel from 12 Illinois 
electric cooperatives competed in 
five team events and two individual 
events. Team events included hurt 
man rescue, egg climb (linemen 
climbing a 30-foot pole with a 
raw egg in their mouths), cutout 
change, transformer hanking and 
practical knot tying. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative had 
two teams represented in this year’s 
rodeo. Foreman Kris Koehler and 
Lineman Brian Chevalier teamed 
up with Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative Journeyman Line¬ 
man Shane Ruppert, for one of 
the Shelby teams; Linemen Matt 
Clark and Nick Sloan, along with 
Apprentice Lineman Jamie Sharp 
made up the second team. 

The team of Chevalier, Ruppert 
and Koehler finished first in the 
cut-out change event, and third 

Pictured are (Ur) Ken Macken, AIEC’s manager of safety and loss control; Jim 

Miles, AIEC’s safety instructor; Shelby Electric Lineman Brian Chevalier; Coles- 

Moultrie Journeyman Lineman Shane Ruppert; Shelby Electric Foreman Kris Koe¬ 

hler; and Roger Larkin, AIEC’s manager oflineworker and apprentice development. 

in the mystery event, which was 
transformer banking. Chevalier 
finished second in the hurt man 
rescue event and he finished first 
in the practical knot tying event. 
Rupert finished second in the egg 
climb event and he finished third 
in the hurt man rescue event. 

The 11th Annual Lineman’s 
Safety Rodeo, held at Lincoln 

Land Community College (LLCC) 
in Springfield on Oct. 24, coincid¬ 
ed with a series of courses designed 
to help electric line personnel im¬ 
prove their work skills in safe and 
efficient ways. Several electric 
suppliers joined the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC) and LLCC in co-sponsor¬ 
ing the event. 
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Spooklacular II a Huge Success 

A cast 0/ghouls, goblins and other Halloween characters were part of the cooperative’s Spooktacular II haunted Maze 

on Halloween night. 

Over 600 bags of Halloween 

treats were handed out to 

children who stopped by Shelby 

Electric Cooperative’s free, safe, 

trick-or-treat haunted maze held at 

its headquarters in Shelbyville on 
Halloween night. 

“We had over 550 children and 
close to 325 adults who visited our 

SHBihw 
Your Touchstone Energy* Partner *t> 

P.O. BOX 560 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 
Phone: 217-774-3986 
Fax: 217-774-3330 
www.shelbyelectric.coop 

Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner *1> 

two “Spooktacular” mazes,” said 
Vicki Blackwell who organized the 
event. The cooperative had one 

scary maze and one not-so-scary 
maze for people to go through. The 
non-scary path was set up with a 
Wizard of Oz theme while the scary 
one had your typical grave yards, 
witches, bats, a birthday party gone 
bad and just plain old scary cos¬ 
tumes. When asked about a Spook- 
tacular III, cooperative employees 
all agreed to mark the calendars 
now and discuss making it two 

nights instead of one. “Our biggest 
challenge will be making it bigger, 

better and scarier than this year’s,” 

said Blackwell. 

All cooperative employees had a 

hand in getting things set up, but 
here is a listing of the actual cast of 
characters: Greeters were Donna 
Stretch and Debbie Carlen. The 
Wizard of Oz cast included Josh 
Shallenberger, Marla Eversole, 
Becky Sloan, Dannette Logue and 
Jim Miller. The Haunted Maze in¬ 
cluded Chrissy Grant, Faron Black- 
well, Vicki Blackwell, Jeromy Miller, 
Shane Norris, Kevin Boehm, Laura 
Culter, Jimmy Cutler, Larry Nohren, 
Craig Atteberry, Diane Knearem, 
Toni Blaine and Phoebe Kates. If 

you were able to make it through, 

candy was handed out by Christy 

Biddle and Linda Kessel. 

OUTAGE REPORT 
DATE CAUSE MEMBERS 

AFFECTED 

10/2/2008 0.45 Lakewood Animal/bird 112 

10/22/2008 0.29 Neoga Trees/ storm 115 

10/26/2008 1.5 Blue Mound Trees 51 
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Did You Know? 

Your Old Analog TV can be Recycled 

By now you’ve no doubt seen the 

commercials warning that with¬ 
out cable, satellite or a converter 
box, your analog TV set won’t work 
after Feb. 17, 2009. If you decide to 
buy a new digital TV, Uncle Sam 
wants you to think about recycling 
the old one. The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has a few 
leads, including asking retailers if 
they’ll recycle your old set when you 
buy a new one. Best Buy is among 

the stores offering such a service. 
The EPA also suggests visiting 
www.mygreenelectronics.org, a 
service of the Consumer Electronics 
Association, where you can find re¬ 
cycling opportunities by ZIP code. If 
you decide you want to keep your an¬ 
alog TV, visit www.shelbyelectric.coop 
and click on the converter box coupon 
icon and fill out an application for a 
$40 coupon toward the purchase of a 
converter box. 

Information About Space Heaters 
As an electric cooperative, our 

goal is to provide you with safe, 
reliable and affordable electricity. In 

addition, we only want to sell you 
the electricity that you need. To do 
that, we want to help you make the 
most efficient choices possible when 
using electric energy. 

In an effort to save on energy 

costs, many of us are willing to turn 
our thermo¬ 
stats down a 
little, wear an 
extra sweater, 
or use another 
blanket. To 
beat the cold, 
there may also 
be an urge 
to plug in an 
electric space 
heater. Us¬ 
ing an electric 
heater can 
help you save 
on your energy 

costs as long as you understand how 
to best use it and how it might affect 

your energy bill. 

A space heater generally uses 1500 

watts. Space heaters are designed for 

temporary use, not long-term usage. 
If your space heater runs 24/7 for an 
entire month, your gas bill may be 

lower but your electric bill should 

be expected to be higher. A 1500 
watt heater will cost approximately 
$0.15 per hour to run continuously. 
Running that 1500 watt space heater 

24 hours a day, 30 days per month, 
would cost approximately $108. 

How could a person save money 

while using a space heater 1 Here is 
an example of a way to use a space 
heater to lower your electric or gas 

bill. Lower 
the ther¬ 
mostat on 
your furnace 
from 72 
degrees to 
66 degrees 
and use the 
space heater 
to heat 
a single, 
occupied 
room to a 
comfortable 
temperature. 

If you 
are in the market for a space heater 

there are many makes and models 
from which to choose. Safety must 

be a top consideration. The U.S. 

Consumer Product Safety Commis¬ 
sion estimates that more than 25,000 

residential fires every year are associ¬ 
ated with the use of space heaters. In 

addition, it is estimated that 6,000 

persons receive hospital emergency 
room care for burn injuries associ¬ 
ated with contacting hot surfaces of 
room heaters. 

Consider these guidelines recom¬ 
mended by the U.S. Department of 
Energy when buying and installing 
an electric space heater: 

• Make sure the heater has the UL 
(Underwriter’s Laboratory) label. 

• Choose a heater controlled by a 
thermostat to avoid the energy 
waste of overheating a room or 
area. 

• Select a heater of the proper size 
for the room it will be utilized. 
Most heaters come with a general 
sizing table. 

• Locate the heater on a level sur¬ 
face away from foot traffic. 

• Keep children and pets away from 
the heater. 

• Plug the heater directly into the 
wall outlet. If an extension cord is 
absolutely necessary, use a heavy- 

duty cord of 14'gauge wire or 
larger. 

For a portable unit, be sure it has 

a tip-over safety switch that will au¬ 

tomatically turn the heater off if the 

unit is tipped over. 
Do not operate more than one 

electric heater on the same household 

circuit because wiring can overheat. 
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Paperless Billing 
Help your cooperative go green, 

by going paperless. If you want 

to do this you simply select an option 

on the Online Bill Pay to stop having 

a paper hill sent out each month. This 

will not only help the environment 

hut it will also decrease the coopera' 

tive’s postal expenses. 

Listed below are the simple steps it 

takes to go paperless: 

• Begin at our website 

www.shelbyelectric.coop 

• Select the icon for Online Bill Pay. 

• If you are a registered user, enter 

your email address and password. 

• Your Account List will be displayed. 

ONLINE 
BILL PAY 

CONVENIENT>EASY>SECURE 

• On the left side of the screen, click 

on Stop/Start Print Bill 

• For each account listed, indicate 

your choice by clicking on the 

small box. 

• If you are not a registered user, 

select Online Bill Pay and click on 

the bulleted option that says: 

• If you are a new user Click Here 

to sim up for online account 

access 

• Complete the New User Registra- 

tion. You will need your account 

number to register. 

• You may choose Discontinue 

Mailing My Printed Statements 

by clicking on the small box. A 

checkmark should appear in the 

box after clicking on it. 

By signing up for Online Bill Pay, 

you will also have instant access to 

your account info before the paper bill 

arrives in your mail box. 

If you need any help please contact 

the office at 774'3986. 

Shelby Energy Holds Customer 
Appreciation Luncheon 

Approximately 300 custom¬ 

ers attended Shelby Energy 

Company’s customer appreciation 

luncheon on Saturday, Nov. 1 and 

enjoyed a complimentary rope sau¬ 

sage sandwich and bowl of chili. 

Those who attended learned more 

about the generator program and 

the bulk oil products that Shelby 

Energy is offering to commercial, 

industrial, farm and home custom¬ 

ers. If you have any questions or 

need one of Shelby Energy’s services 

contact Janet Orr, Steve Shoaff, 

Jason Nohren, Jim Miller or Larry 

Danneberger at 774-2311. 

Drawings were held for 50 free 

gallons of propane and the follow¬ 
ing customers were chosen from all 

entrants: John Gano of Windsor, 
Myrna Beyers of Pana, Lula Robert¬ 

son of Shelbyville, Dave Koons of 

Tower Hill, Tim McDonald of Mode 

and Nadine Carlock of Herrick. 

Bulk Truck Driver Jim Miller and Oil/LP sales and Driver Larry Danneberger 

finish setting out the food for Shelby Energy’s Customer Appreciation Lunch held 

on Nov. 1. 
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Touchstone Energy Balloon 

Helps Raise $1,100 for 
U.S. Wounded Soldiers Fund 

The Touchstone Energy Balloon and a balloon from St. Louis, seen here touching the water on Lake Shelbyville, 

were part of tethered rides Saturday night. Money raised went to the U.S. Wounded Soldiers Fund. Both balloons did 

tethered rides for over 6 hours combined. 

he Touchstone Energy Coopera¬ 
tives Hot Air Balloon recently 

participated in Halloween Balloon 
Fest at Eagle Creek Resort in Find¬ 
lay, 111. Seven hot air balloons had 
three successful flights during the 

three-day event but what drew the 

largest crowds and created the most 
buzz was the Saturday evening teth¬ 

ered rides and the trick-or-treat bal¬ 
loon glow. 

“Eagle Creek Resort wanted to 

do balloon tethered rides as part of 
their family activities but wanted 

to tie it to a philanthropic cause so 

they chose to give the proceeds to 

the U.S. Wounded Soldiers Fund,” 
said Kevin Bernson cooperative 
spokesperson and event organizer. 
Touchstone Energy Balloon Pilot 
Dave Champion and St. Louis Pilot 
Scott Wooge entertained large lines 
of people eagerly waiting their turn 

for a tethered ride. 

“Tethered rides cost only $5 per 
person and was well worth the price 

to give my family a taste of what it 

felt like to he in a hot air balloon,” 

said Tim Bohnhoff, who brought his 
family up from Dieterich, Illinois. 

“Plus the money raised went to a 

great cause,” Bohnhoff added. 

“The following sponsors helped 
make for a great event and the 
weather was perfect,” said Eagle 
Creek’s Becky Jones. “Pd like to per¬ 
sonally thank RTD Motor Sports of 
Taylorville & Springfield, Hawkeye 

Foods, AgriServe, Monicals Pizza of 

Shelbyville, Touchstone Energy Co¬ 
operatives of Illinois, Central Illinois 
CW23 television located in Decatur, 

Illinois, Shelby County Democrats 

and State’s Attorney A1 Lolie who 

helped sponsor a balloon and Shelby 

Electric Cooperative for all their 
help in organizing this event,” 

noted Jones. 
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Shelby Electric Cooperative Members 
Will See a Rate Adjustment in 2009 

As we move toward the end of 

another year we often look 

hack at our goals accomplished and 

expectations for the future. For 

Shelby Electric Cooperative it is 

easy to see our accomplishments 

this past year. 

Shelby Electric successfully 

launched PWR-net, our new wire¬ 

less broadband product to bring 

the Internet to those who currently 

could not utilize high speed In¬ 

ternet. PWR-net is now available 

through Shelby DirecTV. 

In the second year of our new gen¬ 

erator/residential interruptible rate 

program we have over 200 generators 

installed, through Shelby Energy, 

and 130 members on the special rate 

which allows them the opportunity to 

save 15 percent off the energy portion 

of their electric bill. 

Due to substantial increases in our 

wholesale power costs, your manage¬ 

ment team and hoard of directors 

have determined a need for a rate 

adjustment. 

On Jan. 1, 2009, Shelby Electric 

Cooperative will implement our first 

energy rate adjustment in 16 years. 

Shelby Electric, along with nine 

other electric cooperatives in Il¬ 

linois, purchases electricity from 

Prairie Power, Inc. (PPI). For the 

last six years, concluding the end of 

this year, they have had a beneficial 

wholesale power contract. They 

have been working for the past 

three years to secure a long-term, 

economical power supply. PPI has 

purchased a stake in a new clean- 

coal power plant located in Lively 

Grove, 111. called the Prairie State 

Energy Campus. PPI had antici¬ 

pated the power plant being online 

in time to coincide with our current 

rate contract that will expire at 

the end of 2008. Due to unsuccess¬ 

ful environmental challenges, the 

plant has been delayed until mid 

2011. Because of these delays, PPI 

was forced to purchase base load 

power on the open market, which 

will cause our wholesale power to 

increase by approximately 2 cents 

per kWh. 

“As I mentioned in my report at 

the June 20 annual meeting, prices for 

virtually everything have increased, 

and, despite the cooperative’s efforts 

to proactively hold down costs as 

much as possible, a rate adjustment/ 

increase will be implemented in 

2009, said President/CEO James 

Coleman. “We have held energy 

prices in check for 16 years, hut the 

time has come that we have to make 

a change. The new three-year whole¬ 

sale power contract from PPI is much 

higher than our present contract. 

This is due to the fact that base-load 

generation from coal and nuclear 

power is in short supply and the mar¬ 

ket forces have driven the price up,” 

added Coleman. 

In looking for a short term bridge 

to cover the gap between the current 

wholesale power contract and the 

Prairie Energy Campus going on line, 

your management team and board 

conducted a rate study to determine 

the best course of action in imple¬ 

menting this rate adjustment due to 

the new wholesale power contract. It 

was determined that a rate increase 

of 19 percent is necessary to meet 

our lending obligation. To reach this 

percentage the cooperative has come 

up with a three-pronged approach 

on how it will implement this rate 

adjustment. 

1) Increase the facility charge 

from the current $22 to $29. 

SEC maintains 2,226 miles 
of energized line. If this 
were stretthed out, the 
lines would extend from 
Chitago to San Frantisto. 

The facility charge is in place 

to help cover our fixed costs. 

Stated simply, the costs associ¬ 

ated with bringing the power to 

you through our poles, wire and 

equipment. Even at $29 our fa¬ 

cility charge is well below where 

it could he, considering our den¬ 

sity relating to members per mile 

of line. 

2) The cooperative will increase 

the energy portion of your bill 

by 10 percent to 12 percent, 

which is the Erst energy increase 

in 16 years. This is the portion 

of your bill that reflects your 

energy consumption in terms 

of Kilowatt-hours used. 

3) The cooperative will utilize the 

line item on your bill called the 

Wholesale Power Cost Adjust¬ 

ment (WPCA). The WPCA 

can be adjusted monthly, up or 

down, to keep the cooperative’s 

budget in order. It is anticipated 

that once the new generation 

facility is in place, barring any 

major cost overruns and/or car¬ 

bon legislation, the WPCA will 

allow flexibility to reflect a re¬ 

duction in the wholesale power 

cost when the plant becomes 

operable. The WPCA has never 

been utilized by your coopera¬ 

tive although it has always been 

a line item on your bill. 

“We are a cooperative and Shelby 

Electric is owned by you and is 

operated as a not-for-profit co-op. 

There are no investors that we need 

to make dividends for; therefore 

there is no reason to raise rates 

beyond what it costs for us to main¬ 

tain a reliable energy source and de¬ 

liver it to you,” said board chairman 

Darrell Shumard of Stewardson. 

“As a hoard we have looked at 

every angle to come up with this 

three- pronged approach and will im¬ 

plement these adjustments on Jan. 1, 
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2009. As an electric cooperative we 
are facing the same challenges and 
economic uncertanties as other utili¬ 
ties nationwide,” added Shumard. 

What you can expect to see from 
your cooperative in the future will be 
continued education on how you can 
reduce your energy portion of your bill. 
Watch for energy efficient tips in up¬ 
coming issues of your Illinois Country 
Living Magazine. Also visit your coop¬ 
erative’s website, www.shelbyelectric. 
coop, for energy efficient tools you can 
use to see how you can save money on 
your energy costs. 

“We encourage members to man¬ 
age their usage by sealing the enve¬ 
lope of their structures, upgrading 
to energy efficient appliances, using 
CFL’s and giving consideration to 
alternate heating/cooling systems,” 
said Chief Operating Officer Josh 
Shallenberger. “Utilizing devices to 
use energy only when necessary, such 
as programmable thermostats and 
light timers and simply turning off 
electronic equipment such as televi¬ 
sions and computers when you are 
done using them are ways you can 
help reduce your usage,” added 
Shallenberger. 

Your cooperative’s power provider, 
PPI, is also looking to help secure 
stable future energy prices for its 
10 distribution members with its 
involvement in the Prairie State 
Energy Campus and by looking to 
build a 20- unit wind farm in Pitts¬ 
field, 111. This proposed wind farm 
will help diversify their power sup¬ 
ply portfolio. 

Your cooperative continues to 
he a respected leader not only to 
other Illinois electric cooperatives 
but also nationally for continually- 
providing programs and services for 
not only our members hut also the 
communities they work and live in. 
It has been this way for the past 70 
years and will continue to be well 
into the future. 

If you have questions concerning 
this planned rate adjustment please 
call the cooperative at 1-800-677- 
2612 or visit www.shelbyelectric.coop. 

SflIT 
Shelby Electric 

Cooperative 
Your Touchstone Energy'" Partner 

(217)774-3986 • www.shelbyelectric.coop 

The wait for affordable, high-speed internet is over! 

Now Available! 
Call Shelby DirecTV a! 

774-2323 to check availability 
in your area or email: 

subscriberinterest@pwr-net.coop 

PWR-ne 
www.pwr-net.coop 

AUTOMATIC STANDBY 
GUARDIAN GENERATORS 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Shelby Energy Company 
Serving your LP gas needs since 1994! 

• LP Cylinder Refills 

• RV’s & Campers Welcome 

• Bulk Oil Supplies Available 

Route 128 & N. 6th Street, Shelbyville • (217)774-2311 
(across from Shelbyviile High School) 

Your cooperative offices 

will be closed on 

Dec. 25 and 26 

to celebrate Christmas 

and on Jan. 1, 2009 

to celebrate 

New Year’s Day. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • December 2008 



Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

Phone Security Alert 
An electric cooperative’s members 

in Maine started getting phone 
calls from someone selling prescrip¬ 
tion medications, and their Caller 
ID showed that the call was coming 
from the local co-op. When a member 
wisely contacted the cooperative to 
check it out, they found out that the 
calls weren’t coming from the co-op, 
nor was the co-op connected to the 
sales company in any way. It’s the new¬ 
est security scam, called “spoofing” or 
“vishing”. Scam artists can now attach 
anyone’s caller ID (including yours) to 
their outgoing calls. They know we are 
much more likely to answer the phone 
if the call is from someone local. They 
generate a list of local phone numbers, 
either from actual phone numhers 
or by randomly generating numbers. 
They use Voice Over Internet Pro¬ 

tocol (VoIP) systems to attach these 
numbers to their outgoing calls, mak¬ 
ing it appear that the call is coming 
from the “borrowed” phone number. 

This is going to be a growing prob¬ 
lem, because VoIP is the new industry 
standard for office telephone systems 
throughout the nation. Vonage, other 
cable-phone and Internet-phone sys¬ 
tems also use the same protocols. This 
leads to the new term “vishing,” which 
is being used for a particular scam 
where a borrowed caller ID appears on 
a call, and the caller asks the customer 
to give them their credit card informa¬ 
tion. It’s similar to “phishing,” which 
is identity theft through the use of 
e-mails. The bottom line is, don’t give 
ANY personal or account information 
to anyone unless you’re assured of his 
or her identity and integrity. 

Give the Gilt of Energy Efficiency 
When it comes to shopping for 

and comparing appliances and 
home electronics, look for the Ener- 
gyGuide and ENERGY STAR® labels 
to ensure the energy efficiency creden¬ 
tials of what’s in the box. 

The Federal Trade Commission 
requires yellow EnergyGuide labels 
on most home appliances (except for 
ranges and ovens). These labels pro¬ 
vide an estimate of the product’s en¬ 
ergy consumption or energy efficiency, 
and compare it to the highest and low¬ 
est energy consumption or efficiency 
estimates of similar appliance models. 
You won’t find EnergyGuide labels on 
home electronics such as computers, 
televisions, and home audio equip¬ 
ment. Instead, look for blue ENERGY 
STAR labels on these products, 
indicating they’ve met strict energy 
efficiency criteria established by the 
U.S. Department of Energy and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
Ensuring that what you take home is 
energy efficient can make a big dif¬ 
ference in the long am. The average 
home boasts two TVs, three tele¬ 
phones, and a DVD player. If these 
items were replaced with ENERGY 

STAR qualified models, it would save 
more than 25 billion pounds of green¬ 
house gas emissions a year, equivalent 
to removing more than 2 million cars 
from the road. 

Some home electronic products, 
like those with clock displays and re¬ 
mote controls, use energy even when 
they’re switched off, costing U.S. 
households $100 per year. Products 
that have earned the ENERGY STAR 
use less energy to perfonn “standby” 
functions, while providing the same 
performance and features as conven¬ 
tional models. 

Using less energy preserves energy 
resources while saving money on en¬ 
ergy bills. An energy-efficient gift is 
truly a gift that keeps on giving! 

For more information, visit 
www.eere.energy.gov or 
www.energystar.gov. 

Sources: ENERGY STAR, U.S. Department 

of Energy Office of Energy Efficiency and 

Renewable Energy 

ENERGY STAR 
Feitocs prsMito torogl of tat laxi oc^ anspnor {MRTJK 

ENERG 
Rcfrigeratof-Freerei 
• Automatic Defrost 
• Side-Mounted Freezer 
• ThrougMto'Door Ice 

XYZ Corporation 
Model ABC-L 

Capacity: 23 Cubic Feet 

Estimated Yeariy Operating Cost 

$67 
▼ 

Cost Range of Similar Models 

} 
630 kWh 

Estimated Yearly Electricity Uee 

Your cost will depend on your utility rates and use. 

Ccs*. rafioa based awy on modeis c< ssmfercaoadty wi* autonaic dd»asl. 
aOG-mojUed freezer, arw fr-ougn-the-docr ee 
Eslsnsled ope^aungcoeebaKd on a SCOTnaeona average etoonofty cost ol 
‘O.o5 cents oerkVAi 
Po- more iitormatan. v-sl 
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