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Looking towards 

the future, I see 

the challenges 

that we all face 

with rising 

energy demands 

and costs, global 

warming, and 

the need for clean 

and green sources 

of energy* 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

It’s a new year and that 
means its time to put away my 
2007 calendar, pull out my new 
one and begin to fill in the dates 
for 2008. With last year in the 
books at Jo-Carroll Energy, we 
can reflect on the events that 

the past year brought, 
and look forward to as- 
sess our plans for the 
New Year. 

Looking back at 
2007, I’m amazed at the 
major changes that Jo- 
Carroll Energy saw over 
the course of the year. 

In February, we 
tripled in size with the 
acquisition of Alliant 
Energy’s Illinois electric 
and natural gas service 
territory. 

In May, we met 
with advisory groups 
made up of new Jo-Car- 
roll Energy members, 
current members and 
former directors to gain 
insight on board dis¬ 
tricts and other co-op 
governance issues. 

In August, John Cox joined 
the cooperative staff on a part- 
time basis as Vice President of 
External Affairs and General 
Counsel. In September, Russ 
Simpson became Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy’s Vice President of Econom¬ 
ic Development and Member 
Services. These new positions 

are important steps towards Jo- 
Carroll Energy’s proactive lead¬ 
ership role in our region. 

In September, we an¬ 
nounced plans to develop an 80 
megawatt, biomass-fueled, re¬ 
newable energy center to ensure 
long-term rate stability for the 
people of northwestern Illinois. 

In early November, em¬ 
ployees and directors gathered 
to strategically plan for the 
future of Jo-Carroll Energy. As 
a member-owned cooperative, 
Jo-Carroll Energy’s board and 
employees are obligated to our 
members to be forward thinking 
when it comes to environmen¬ 
tal issues, economic growth, and 
legislative concerns regarding 
our energy future. 

When I look forward, I see 
more busy times ahead as Jo-Car- 
roll Energy prepares for 2008 and 
the future needs of its members. 

Looking towards the future, 
I see the challenges that we all 
face with rising energy demands 
and costs, global warming, and 
the need for clean and green 
sources of energy. The best 
gift that we can give you this 
holiday season is the comfort of 
knowing that Jo-Carroll Energy 
employees and directors are in¬ 
deed looking out for you. 

On behalf of the employees 
and directors of Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy, we wish you and your fami¬ 
lies a safe and Happy New Year! 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • October 29, 2007 

The regular board meeting of Jo-Carroll En- 
ergy, Inc. was held at the cooperative office at 
9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 24, 2007. Board 
members and others present were: Jack Janssen, 
Vernon Law, Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Chris 
Stadel, Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, Marty Werner, 
recording secretary Dorothy Young, President and 
CEO Michael Hastings, and staff members John 
Cox, Russ Simpson, Kyle Buros, Richard Larimore 
and Karen Hirsch. Also in attendance during 
the beginning portion of the board meeting was 
Jo-Carroll’s representative on the Dairyland board 
Leonard Ricke and Craig Myers, Plant Manager, 
Danisco Sweeteners. 
• The agenda was approved as modified. 
• The consent agenda items were approved, 
including a review of the monthly safety meeting 
minutes. 

Member Presentation 
• Craig Myers, Plant Manager from Danisco 
Sweeteners, made a presentation concerning his 
company and plant. 

Chairman’s Report 
• Chairman Mattingley reminded the Board of 
the Strategic Planning Meeting. 
• A report on the Dairyland board meeting was 
received. 

Strategic Activity 
• Policy Committee: Smith presented the 
monthly board policy 108.1 - Communication 
and Support to the Board. The policy was ap- 
proved as presented. 
• Smith reported on the Policy Committee 
Meeting. The following policies were reviewed 
and changes made and approved for each policy: 
Policy 101 - Communications, Policy 105 - DL 
rector’s Compensation & Benefits, and Policy 107 
- Committees of the Board. The Policy Com¬ 
mittee also discussed a board governance issue 
regarding a Texas distribution cooperative. The 
issue was referred by the board back to the Policy 
Committee for policy development. 
• Lundy reported on the Annual Meeting Com¬ 
mittee meeting. He reported on the additional 
costs of 2007 annual meeting as well as the tenta¬ 
tive date, time and location for the 2008 annual 
meeting. 
• Janssen gave a report on the New Director 
Committee meeting. He reported that candidates 
Dave Senn, Ed Olds and Pete Eiteuner of Mt. 
Carroll were interviewed. Janssen gave a brief re¬ 

port on the meeting with each of the candidates. 
After discussion, Dave Senn was named to fill the 
vacant director seat from District 7. 

CEO’s Report 
• Financial Operating Report - The CEO re¬ 
viewed the monthly financial operating report. 
The report was approved. 
• Power Supply Update -The CEO reported on 
the current negotiations for future power supply 
arrangements for Jo-Carroll’s new service area. 
• Power Plant Update - The CEO updated the 
board on the renewable biomass power plant and 
related meetings that have been held. 
• Opening of Savanna Office — The Savanna 
office is now open. 
• Farmer’s Mutual Update - The CEO reported 
on the status of discussions with Farmers Mutual 
concerning ways to work together. 
• JCWIFI Update - The CEO reported on the 
status of the JCWiFi program in conjunction with 
Computer Dynamics. 
• Administrative Assistant Position - The CEO 
reported that this position was needed due to a 
vacancy before the 2008 budget cycle requested a 
variance in the 2007 budget for this purpose. The 
board authorized the budget variance. 

Board Issues 
• Attendees for the NRECA Course 924.1 - 
When Disaster Strikes: Continuity Management 
& Emergency Response was discussed. 
• Capital credit retirement was discussed. Ap¬ 
proval was given to distribute capital credits for 
1981 subject to Cooperative Finance Corporation 
(CFC) approval. 
• A reserve for bad debts was discussed and ap¬ 
proved. 
• A report concerning Alliant Energy over¬ 
charges was made. Jo-Carroll will be returning 
these monies in the form of credits to Jo-Carroll’s 
members in the old Alliant Energy service area. 

Legal Update 
The board went into executive session at 

12:45 p.m. by consensus to review legal issues 
pending for the cooperative, as well as for employ¬ 
ee compensation discussions. The board came out 
of executive session at 1:04 p.m. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come 

before the meeting, it was the consensus of the 
board to adjourn the meeting at 1:25 p.m. 
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Estimating Appliance and Home Electronic Energy Use 
If you’re trying to decide 

whether to invest in a more 
energy-efficient appliance or 
you’d like to determine your 
electricity loads, you may want 
to estimate appliance energy 
consumption. uEJOpyj uuy 

You can use this formula to 
estimate an appliance’s energy 
use: 
Wattage x Hours used per day 
x Days used per year + 1000 = 
Kilowatt-hour (kWh) consump¬ 
tion per year. 

For example: 
Personal computer (120 Watts) 
and monitor (150 Watts): 
(120 Watts + 150 Watts) x 4 
hours per day x 365 days per 
year ^ 1000 = 394 kWh/year 

Then, calculate the annual cost 
to run an appliance by multiply¬ 
ing the kWh per year by your 
local utility’s rate per kWh con¬ 
sumed. 

Source: U.S. Department 

of Energy - Energy Efficien¬ 

cy and Renewable Energy 

394 kWh x $0,104 (current na¬ 
tional average) = $40.98 per year 

You can usually find the wattage 
of most appliances stamped on 
the bottom or back of the appli¬ 
ance, or on its nameplate. The 

wattage listed is the maximum 
power drawn by the appliance. 
Since many appliances have a 
range of settings (hairdryers), 
the actual amount of power con 
sumed depends on the setting 
used at any one time. 

Here are some examples of the range of nameplate 
wattages for various household appliances: 
• Clothes washer 350-500 Watts 

• Clothes dryer 1800-5000 Watts 

• Dishwasher 1200-2400 Watts (heat drying 
feature increases energy use) 

• Hair dryer 1200-1875 Watts 

• Microwave oven 750-1100 Watts 

Personal computer 
• CPU - awake / asleep 120 / 30 or less 

• Monitor - awake / asleep 150/30 or less 

• Laptop 50 Watts 

• Refrigerator (frost-free, 16 
cubic feet) 

725 Watts 

Televisions 
• 27” 113 Watts 

• 36” 133 Watts 

• 53”-61” Projection 170 Watts 

• Flat screen 120 Watts 

• Water heater (40 gallon) 4500-5500 Watts 

Storms often bring 
heavy winds. Watch for 
downed power lines and 
stay away from them. The 
lines may look safe lying 
on the ground, but they 
could still be energized and 
deadly. Be careful clearing 
trees after storms as well. 
They can fall into power 
lines. 

Careful Clearing 
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Prevent Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 
According to Underwriters 

Laboratory (UL), more than 
500 people die each year from 
carbon monoxide (CO) poison' 
ing in the United States. During 
the winter months, incidents of 
carbon monoxide poisoning in¬ 
crease due to the use of heating 
equipment. 

With that in mind, prevent 
CO poisoning this winter by 
installing and maintaining a 
carbon monoxide detector: 
• Have a qualified technician 
inspect fuel-burning appliances 
at least once a year. Older or 
damaged appliances emit carbon 
monoxide due to wear and tear. 
• Notice signs that signal a 
CO problem: streaks of carbon 
or soot around the service door 
of your fuel-burning appliance; 
the absence of a draft in your 
chimney; excessive rusting on 
flue pipes; moisture collecting 
on the windows and walls of 

furnace rooms; fallen soot from 
the fireplace; small amounts of 
water leaking from the base of 
the chimney, vent or flue pipe; 
damaged or discolored bricks at 
the top of vour chimney; rust on 
the portion of the vent pipe vis¬ 
ible from outside your home. 
• Signs of CO poisoning 
include headaches, dizziness, 
fatigue, confusion and breathing 
difficulties. If someone has these 
symptoms inside the house but not 
outside, it may be a result of CO. 
• Install a CO detector out¬ 
side bedrooms as most poison¬ 
ings occur while sleeping. 
• Follow the manufacturer’s 
directions for installing the de¬ 
tector. 
• If your unit is hard-wired 
into your home’s electrical sys¬ 
tem, you should test it monthly. 
If it runs off of a battery, test the 
detector weekly and replace the 
battery once a year. 

• Never use charcoal grills 
inside homes, tents, or campers. 
Don’t leave vehicles running 
in an enclosed garage, even to 
“warm up.” 

If your CO alarm sounds, 
immediately open doors and 
windows for ventilation. If any¬ 
one is experiencing symptoms 
of CO poisoning, evacuate the 
house and call 911. If the alarm 
sounds, but no one is experi¬ 
encing symptoms, continue to 
ventilate the house, turn off 
fuel-burning appliances, and call 
a qualified technician to inspect 
your home. 

Source: Underwriters Laboratory 
Christine Grammes is a freelance 
writer specializing in energy and 
cooperative affairs. 

Tune in and Save 
Renowned as the King of 

Caulk and Talk, Doug Rye is 
probably the best-known resi¬ 
dential energy consultant in the 
nation! His “Home Remedies” 
weekly radio show is heard 
throughout the United States 
and locally on WCCI 100.3 FM 
Saturday mornings at 7 a.m. His 
techniques include the use of 
cellulose insulation, geothermal 
heat pumps and energy efficient 
water heaters. Doug works with 
people and contractors all across 
the United States building and 
remodeling homes and design¬ 
ing the most energy efficient 
structures possible. He will also 
show you ways to reduce home 

heating, cooling and water heat- Doug Rye Home Remedies Weekly 
ing costs by 66 percent and cut radi0 show is heard on WCCI 
utility bills. 100.3 Saturday Mornings at 7am 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 6 



Across the Frozen Tundra 
Despite the length and 

harshness of the winter season, 
for Jo-Carroll Energy line- 
workers, frigid weather has its 
advantages. When the sloughs 
on the Mississippi river freeze, 
Jo-Carroll Energy lineworkers 
are then able to access sites for 
new or upgraded services that 
otherwise might be difficult to 
navigate. At Ferry Landing in 
Galena, ice anglers aren’t the 
only ones who cross nature’s 
ice bridge. Jo-Carroll Energy 
line crews are able to transport 
equipment across the ice to ar¬ 
eas requiring electrical service. 

Ferry Landing Ice Bridge 

JO'Carroll Energy Line Crews set a pole on an island. 

T3 N 
CO'Z o a. 

Each month we print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll member who is eligible to 
win a monthly $25 readership prize. If 
your name is printed in this month’s 
edition, and not a part of any article, 
contact Jo-Carroll and claim your 
prize no later than the 10th of the 
month following publication. 

GO 
an 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
3 
O 

Monday - Friday 

JEZ 

<D 

800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 

o 800-927-5254 
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A New Year’s resolution that makes safety sense! 
Eliminate electrical hazards in your home 

Tens of thousands of fires 

are caused each year by electri¬ 

cal problems inside the home, 

but most can be easily prevented 

with a few simple steps. Tak¬ 

ing a few minutes to check for 

and eliminate electrical hazards 

is a New Year’s resolution that 

makes sense! 

“Electrical accidents and 

fires kill more than a thousand 

people, and result in tens of 

thousands of injuries each year,” 

says Jesse Shekleton, Jo-Carroll 

Energy Line Superintendent/ 

Safety Coordinator. “Overload¬ 

ed outlets, misused and faulty 

cords and electrical devices are 

leading causes of home electri¬ 

cal shocks and fires.” 

Use this electrical safety 

checklist to help protect your 

home and loved ones: 

• Electrical outlets - Check 

for loose-fitting plugs, which can 

be a shock or fire hazard. Replace 

missing or broken wall plates 

so wiring and components are 

not exposed. If you have young 

children in the home, make sure 
unused outlets are covered. 
• Plugs - Never force them 

into outlets. Don’t remove the 

grounding pin (third prong) to 

make a three-prong plug fit a 
two-conductor outlet. Avoid 

overloading outlets with adapters 

and too many appliance plugs. 

• Cords - Make sure they are 

not frayed or cracked, placed 

under carpets or rugs, or located 

in high traffic areas. Do not nail 

or staple them to walls, floors or 

other objects. 

• Extension cords - Use 

them on a temporary basis only. 

They are not intended as per¬ 

manent household wiring. Make 

sure they have safety closures 

to protect young children from 

shock and mouth burn injuries. 

• Light bulbs - Check the 

wattage to make sure light bulbs 

match the fixture requirements 

and are screwed securely in 

place. Replace bulbs that have 

higher wattage ratings than 

recommended and consider re¬ 

placing burned-out bulbs with 

compact fluorescent light (CEL) 

bulbs, which last 10 times as 

long and use one-fourth the en¬ 

ergy of an incandescent bulb. 

• Ground Fault Circuit In¬ 

terrupters (GFCIs) - Make 

sure GFCIs are installed in your 

kitchen, bathrooms, laundry, 

workshop, basement and garage 

as well as on outdoor outlets. 

Test them monthly to ensure 

they’re working properly. 

• Circuit breakers/Fuses 

- Fuses should he properly rated 

for the circuit they are protect¬ 

ing. If you don’t know the cor¬ 

rect rating, have an electrician 

identify and label the correct 

size to be used. Always replace a 

fuse with the same size you are 

removing. Check that circuit 

breakers are working properly. 

• Appliances/Electronics - If 

an appliance repeatedly blows 

a fuse, trips a circuit breaker 

or has given you an electrical 

shock, immediately unplug it 

and have it repaired or replaced. 

Look for cracks or damage in 

wiring and connectors. Use 

surge protectors to protect ex¬ 

pensive electronics. 

• Electrical wiring - Wiring 

defects are a major cause of resi¬ 

dential blazes. Check periodi¬ 

cally for loose wall receptacles, 

wires, or lighting fixtures. Listen 

for popping or sizzling sounds 

behind walls. Immediately shut 

off, then professionally replace 

light switches that are warm to 

the touch and lights that spark 

and flicker. 

• Service capacity - As you 

continue to upgrade your home 

with more lighting, appliances 

and electronics, your home’s 

electrical service capacity may 

become overburdened. If fuses 

blow or breakers trip frequently, 

you may need to increase 

electrical service and add new 

branch circuits. A qualified, 

licensed electrician can deter¬ 

mine the appropriate service 

requirements for your home. 

• Portable generators - Be 

sure your generator is properly 

grounded and is not plugged 

into a home outlet or connected 

directly to your home’s wiring 

system. A transfer switch should 

always be installed to protect 

you, your neighbors, and repair 

crews from serious injury result¬ 

ing from backfeed. Follow all 

manufacturer’s installation in¬ 

structions and if have questions 

call a licensed electrician for 

help. Also notify your local util¬ 

ity that a backup generator has 

been installed. 
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Stay Put and Stay Safe 
What would you do if your 

car hit a utility pole and the 
line fell, or your tractor caught 
a guy wire and pulled an over¬ 
head line down? Simple. Stay 
put! Unless you’re in immedi¬ 
ate danger from tire, stay where 
you are and call for help. If you 
must leave the vehicle, jump as 
far away from the vehicle as you 
can with both feet together, and 
never allow your body to come 
into contact with the ground 
and vehicle at the same time. 

Important Safety Notice 
Member Buried Natural Gas Piping 

A federal law administered by 
the U.S. Department of Trans¬ 
portation (Title 49 CFR 192.16) 
is important to members with 
buried natural gas piping. 

Member-owned buried piping 
is typically not maintained by 
Jo-Carroll Energy. If you have 
buried natural gas piping, be 
advised of the following: 

• Buried piping that is not 
maintained, may be subject to 
the potential hazards of corro¬ 
sion and leakage. 

• Buried piping should be: 
- Periodically inspected for 
leaks; 
- Periodically inspected for cor¬ 
rosion if the piping is metallic; 
- Repaired or removed from 
service if any unsafe condition 
is discovered. 

• Before excavating near buried 
piping, the piping should be 
located and excavating done 

carefully by hand. Un¬ 
derground locating con¬ 
tractors may assist with 
locating buried piping. 
A plumbing or heating 
contractor may be able to 
provide assistance with 
inspection and repair of 
buried piping. In most 
cases, Jo-Carroll Energy 
maintains buried gas pip¬ 
ing up to the outlet of the 
gas meter on your proper¬ 
ty. All gas piping beyond 
this point is the responsi¬ 
bility of the member. 

Some examples of buried 
gas piping that are not 
maintained by Jo-Carroll 
Energy are: 

• Buried piping past the 
outlet of a meter supplying mo¬ 
bile homes; 
• Buried piping past the outlet 
of a meter supplying secondary 
buildings, such as a detached 
garage and workshops; 

• Buried piping past the outlet 
of a meter supplying additional 
equipment, such as pool heaters, 
gas grills and yard lamps. 

For more information call: 
800^858-5522 
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4.0 
install a GFCI Outlet—It Could Save Your Life 

Ground Fault Circuit Inter- 
rupters (GFCI) are required in 
all new home construction. But 
if your home was built before 
1993 it probably doesn’t con¬ 
tain these lifesaving devices. A 
GFCI will cut the power to a 
circuit if it detects a fault, like if 
your mixer falls in a sink full of 
water. GFCIs should be in your 
kitchen, bathroom, near pools 
or spas and in your garage and 
outdoor outlets. 

Please keep in mind that 
working with anything electrical 
can be very dangerous. Be sure 
to take all the safety precautions 
listed below. If you still feel ner¬ 
vous about it, call an electrician. 
If your existing electrical box 
is too small to accommodate a 
GFCI or if your home’s wiring is 
aluminum instead of copper, you 
may need to hire an electrician. 
1. Turn off the power to the 
outlet at your fuse or circuit box. 
Put a tag on the box saying that 
you are working on the outlet so 
no one will mistakenly turn the 
power back on. 
2. Test the outlet using a cir¬ 
cuit tester (available at most 
hardware stores). If there is no 
power in the outlet, continue. 
3. Remove the cover plate, 
unscrew the outlet and pull it 
out of the wall a few inches. 
4. Mark where each wire is 
attached to the outlet with 
pieces of tape or draw a sketch 
of where the wires attach. 
5. Remove the wires by loos¬ 
ening the screws attaching 
them. Now the outlet is free 

6. Now look at the back of 
your new GFCI. It will contain 
two pairs of screw terminals 
marked Load and Line. There 
will also be a green grounding 
screw terminal. 
7. Determine whether this 
outlet is at the end of the cir¬ 
cuit. If the old receptacle had a 
single pair of black, white and 
green or bare wire attached, 
then it is the end of the circuit. 
If it had two pairs of black and 
white wires, plus a green or bare 
wire, then it is not at the end. 
Your installation of your GFCI 
will vary depending on this. 
Warning, if you install the wires 
incorrectly, you will not get the 
protection you need. 
8a. If the GFCI is at the end of 
the circuit (one pair of wires) 
then wind the wires around the 
screw terminal marked Line and 
tighten the screws. The black 
wire goes on the Hot terminal 
and white wire goes on the 
White one. 
8b. If your outlet has two sets of 
wires you’ll need to know which 
set of wires are coming from 
the service panel. These two 
wires will attach to the terminal 
marked Line. The second set of 
wires will attach to the termi¬ 
nal marked Load. If you’re not 
sure which set of wires is which, 
spread the two sets of wires far 
apart and switch back on your 
circuit breaker. Then carefully 
use your circuit tester to care¬ 
fully test each set and determine 
which wires are hot. These are 
the wires coming from your 

Line terminal. Turn the circuit 
breaker back off before continu¬ 
ing. 
9. Connect the bare or green 
wire to the grounding screw by 
winding it in a clockwise direc¬ 
tion and tightening the screw. 
10. Fasten the GFCI outlet 
where the old outlet fastened 
and put back on the cover plate. 
Turn on your circuit breaker and 
test your GFCI immediately and 
every month hereafter. Press the 
test button, you should hear a 
click and the power to the re¬ 
ceptacle shuts off. Press the reset 
button and power is restored. If 
your GFCI was not at the end of 
the circuit, you may want to use 
your circuit tester to test outlets 
coming after it to be sure you 
kept them powered. 

from the wall. service panel that attach to the 

r JoCarroll Energy \ 
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Jo- L.I 
A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative HI-LIIM 

Bad weather or 

natural disasters 

can cause extensive 

damage to power 

lines. Jo-Carroll 

Energy line 

workers must 

respond quickly to 

these emergencies 

to restore critical 

utility services. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

JO'Carroll Energy experienced 
two separate ice storms this last 

December - within about 10 days 
- a recent record! The first ice storm 
hit on December 1 while the second 
moved in on December 11. Our ser¬ 

vice area has missed a lot of 
regional ice storms over the 
past few years. As a result, 
the outages caused by these 
recent storms were a new 
experience for many of 
our members. 

Jo-Carroll Energy was 
fortunate that more dam¬ 
age didn’t occur - in both 
storms, we were able to 
have all the members’ 
power restored within about 
24 hours. However, a few 
degrees colder or different 
rain and ice patterns could 
have had a more disastrous 
impact for us. 

That is what happened 
in west central Illinois, 
as well as in Iowa, Kan¬ 
sas, Oklahoma and other 

locations during these same time 
periods. During the Christmas break, 
my family and I drove to southwest 
Kansas. The damage to trees by ice 
storms was the worst I have ever seen 
- and spread from Kansas City clear 
to west central Kansas. Some electric 
consumers in these areas were out of 
power for weeks. 

Ice storms highlight the need for 
tree and brush line-clearing activi¬ 
ties. When the ice devastates the 

trees, the falling and bending tree 
limbs often take out the electric 
lines. Brush growth in the electric 
power line right of way can make it 
impossible to physically get to the 
power lines to repair them quickly 
and efficiently. This is why your 
cooperative spends so much money 
on tree and brush clearing - to be 
able to restore power to you as fast as 
possible during these emergencies. 

You’ve heard me use the phrase 
“we’ll keep the lights on for you” many 
times in the past. When these storms 
were upon us, I was reminded that the 
“we” means the Jo-Carroll Energy line 
workers. These gentlemen are the ones 
who actually go out into severe condi¬ 
tions so that you and I can have the 
electric conveniences that we’ve come 
to rely on. 

Bad weather or natural disasters 
can cause extensive damage to power 
lines. Jo-Carroll Energy line work¬ 
ers must respond quickly to these 
emergencies to restore critical utility 
services. This can often involve 
working outdoors in dangerous 
weather conditions. 

Line workers must climb or 
elevate themselves while working on 
poles and then maintain their bal¬ 
ance. High-voltage power lines can 
instantly electrocute a worker who 
comes in contact with a live cable, so 
line workers must use insulated pro¬ 
tective devices and tools when work¬ 
ing with such cables. Power lines are 
typically higher than telephone and 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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(Continued from page 16a) 

cable television lines, increasing 
the risk of severe injury due to 
falls. This is dangerous work. 

Since Jo-Carroll Energy line 
workers fix damage from storms, 
they may be asked to work long 
and irregular hours. They can 
expect frequently to be on-call 
and work overtime. 

Jo-Carroll Energy’s line work¬ 
ers were not alone in restoring 
power to you during these storms. 
We had help from Scenic Rivers 
Energy, our electric co-op neigh¬ 

bor across the border in Wiscon¬ 
sin, as well as from Shelby Electric 
Cooperative from central Illinois. 
Also assisting were personnel from 
Jo-Carroll Energy’s tree-trimming 
contractor, Elite Tree Service. 
My personal thank you goes out 
to everyone involved in helping 
Jo-Carroll Energy’s members - on 
short notice, in the middle of the 
night, and in dangerous working 
conditions. 

Our line workers have also 
helped other cooperatives in 

recent years with storms - you 
will recall that a number of our 
line workers volunteered to help 
out on the Gulf coast with the 
devastation caused by several dif¬ 
ferent hurricanes in recent years. 

We’ll continue to work hard 
to keep the lights on for you! 
And, if you see a Jo-Carroll 
Energy line worker, don’t forget 
to express your thanks for their 
dedication and service. 

Myth: When my appliance 
is turned off, it’s off. Energy 

Use: 
Myths 
and Facts 
In the face of rising 

energy costs, consum¬ 
ers are looking for ways 
to reduce their energy 
use. Although there are 
a lot of good ideas out 
there, there also are a lot 
of misconceptions about 
what is really effective. 
Well be looking at some 
of the most common 
myths and facts over the 
coming months to set 
you on the right path. 

Most electronic devices con¬ 
tinue to consume power when 
they’re switched off, sometimes 
as much power as when they’re 
on! A surprisingly large number 
of electrical products - from air 
conditioners to VCRs to phone 
chargers - cannot be switched 
completely off without unplug¬ 
ging the device. These products 

draw power 24 hours a day, 
often without the knowledge 
of the consumer. We call this 
power consumption “standby 
power” or “phantom power.” 
Recognizing this waste of en¬ 
ergy, some manufacturers are 
reducing the standby power of 
their devices and making power 
supplies more efficient. 
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mployea Spofflflg 
New Employee 

Jackaline (Jackie) Weede 

Jackie Weede joined the Jo-Carroll Energy team as Ad¬ 
ministrative Assistant on December 3, 2007. Jackie lives 

in Hanover with her husband, Mike, of 20 years. Mike works 
for the RESCAR Company at the former Savanna Army 
Depot as a Quality Assurance Manager. Together they have a 
daughter, Brittany, 19, who attends NICC in the Radiological 
Technicians program, and a son, Jacob, 15, who is a freshman 
at River Ridge High School. 

The oldest of four children, Jackie grew up in Fenton, 
Mich, and graduated from Linden High School. She joined 
the service three days after her high school graduation. 

Jackie moved to this area in 1991 after five years of service 
in the U.S. Navy. She and her husband met in Pensacola Flor¬ 
ida, her last duty station. She also served some time overseas 
at Cubi Point in the Philippines. 

While in the Navy, Jackie was employed as an Aviation Sup¬ 
port Equipment Technician (electrical for AC/DC mobile elec¬ 
tric power units). She has also been office manager/bookkeeper 
at Z-Tran Inc. and Heartbilt Homes Inc. Most recently, she was 
employed with Cox Law offices in Galena as a legal secretary. 

Her hobbies include reading, cooking, gardening and 
spending time with her family. Jackie says, “I have been for¬ 
tunate to meet and work with some extraordinary people and 
have made many lifelong friends throughout my career. I have 
often wished of having the opportunity to work for Jo-Carroll 
Energy. I am extremely delighted to have this opportunity. 
The employees at Jo-Carroll Energy are so friendly and help¬ 
ful. They exude the utmost professionalism and I am proud to 
be a part of the Jo-Carroll Energy team.” 

Reader 
prize 

Each month we 
print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll member 
who is eligible to win 
a monthly $25 reader- 
ship prize. If your 
name is printed in 
this month’s edition, 
and not a part of 
any article, contact 
Jo-Carroll and claim 
your prize no later 
than the 10th of the 
month following 
publication. 

Office hours 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

■'t 
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Right of Way Clearing 
Improves System Reliability 

JO'Carroll Energy has contracted Elite Tree, 
Inc., a line clearance contractor, to perform 

tree trimming and/or clearing from the cooper¬ 
ative’s electric distribution system. This work is 
necessary so Jo-Carroll Energy can deliver safe, 
reliable and low cost electricity to your home or 
business. Work is scheduled via a maintenance 
program that rotates annually. Areas maintained 
for each year are segregated by choosing power 
lines that originate from a particular substation. 
(See the diagram at right for areas scheduled for 
the 2008 calendar year.) EDIUOJAJ 

Tree maintenance programs, however, do 
NOT ignore the importance of addressing poten¬ 
tially dangerous situations outside of the sched¬ 
uled areas. Never hesitate to contact Jo-Carroll 
Energy with any dangerous or urgent tree mainte¬ 
nance concerns. 

Note: In the diagram, all highlighted power 
lines represent main ‘feeder lines.’ Many lines 
tapping off these feeders will also be included in 
the scheduled maintenance. These are approxi¬ 
mate areas and time frames. 

Trees are prized possessions in our communi¬ 
ties. Although, when a tree’s branches start to 
come close to or touch utility power lines, a po¬ 
tentially hazardous situation is created. Trees and 
power lines can co-exist, and potential conflicts 
can be avoided by selecting and planting trees 
with size and growth characteristics appropriate 
to their location. 

Please call us if you have any questions about 
where to plant trees near Jo-Carroll Energy power 
lines. For more information, please visit The Na¬ 
tional Arbor Day Foundation at www.arborday. 
org or write The National Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410. 

Planting a tree? Use this simple checklist 
to assure that your tree will grow a safe 

distance from power lines. 

□ What kind of tree do you want to plant? 

When grown, how tall will it be? 
How wide?  

Where do you want to plant it? 

When grown, will it come within 10 feet of 
a high-voltage power line? If so, consider a 
smaller tree or a different location. Trees and 
power lines are a very dangerous combination. 

Before planting, please call Julie 
locate service: 811 or 
1-800-892-0123 
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$20,000 in Classroom Grants 
Awarded to Local Co-op Schools 

Touchstone Energy electric cooperatives across 

Illinois distributed a total of $20,000 in 

Touchstone Energy Classroom Empowerment 

Grants to fund innovative, unfunded school proj- 

ects or materials. 

Jo'Carroll Energy is pleased to announce that 

three area schools received grants. Fulton Grade 

School received $1,000 for the school’s science 

library/leaming centers, Fulton High School 

received $1,000 for a computerized embroidery 

machine and Scales Mound High School received 

$1,000 for a greenhouse electrical controls project. 

Teachers from all three schools competed with 

more than 116 other applicants submitted across 

the state of Illinois. A total of 21 projects were 

awarded money. 

Scales Mound High School - From left, Jo-Carroll Energy Director Marcy Stanger presents a 
Touchstone Energy Classroom Empowerment Grant to Scales Mound High School Teacher 
Don White and his students. 

Fulton Elementary - Jo-Carroll Energy Director 
John Janssen (far right) presents a Touchstone 
Energy Classroom Empowerment Grant to 
Fulton Elementary. Also pictured are (back 
on left) Library Media Specialist Nancy 
Buikema, School Principal Mindy Dunlap 
and students. 

Fulton High School - Jo-Carroll Energy 
Director Vernon Law (second from left) 
presents Touchstone Energy Classroom 
Empowerment Grant to High School Principal 
Kathleen Schipper (far right), Consumer 
and Family Science Teacher Linda Merema 
(second from right) and students. 
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We Work For You 
As you stay warm and cozy in your home this month, rest 
assured that your co-op’s line workers are doing everything 
they can to make sure you stay that way. We’re your electric 
and natural gas cooperative and we work for you. 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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Voluntary and open membership
 

• Voluntary and open membership
 
• Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open membership 

Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • November 28, 2007 

The regular board meeting of Jo-Carroll Ener- 
gy, Inc. was held at the Cooperative office at 9:00 
a.m. on Wednesday, November 28, 2007. Board 
members and others present were: Jack Janssen, 
Vernon Law, Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Chris 
Stadel, Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, Marty Werner, 
Dave Senn, recording secretary Dorothy Young, 
President and CEO Michael Hastings, and staff 
members John Cox, Russ Simpson, Kyle Buros, 
Patrick Keleher and Richard Larimore. Also in 
attendance during the beginning portion of the 
board meeting was Bill O’Keefe, Plant Manager, 
AmeriCold. 
• The agenda was approved as modified. 
• The consent agenda items were approved, in¬ 
cluding a review of the monthly safety meeting 
minutes. 

Member Presentation 
• Bill O’Keefe, Plant Manager, AmeriCold, 
made a presentation concerning his company 
and plant. 

Chairman’s Report 
• Chairman Mattingley welcomed new Direc¬ 
tor Dave Senn to his Erst Jo-Carroll Energy board 
meeting. Mattingley discussed the Strategic 
Planning sessions held in early November. He 
complimented Buros on his staff report concern¬ 
ing the Cooperative’s natural gas operations. He 
reminded the board about the 2008 budget and its 
presentation for consideration at the December 
18, 2007 board meeting. 
• A report on the Dairyland board meeting was 
received. 

Strategic Activity 
• Policy Committee: Smith presented the 
monthly Board Policy 108.2 — Position Descrip¬ 
tion for Jo-Carroll Energy Board Chair Position. 
The policy was amended and then approved. 
• Smith reported on the Policy Committee 
Meeting. The following new policies were re¬ 
viewed approved: (1) a policy concerning cell 
phone use in company vehicles or driving while 
on company business; and (2) a policy concerning 
director elections - placing notices of upcoming 

board position elections in area papers. The idea 
behind the policy is to make the Cooperative’s 
election process more transparent and open to 
the members. The board also approved a Policy 
Committee recommendation to amend an area 
lighting policy to allow larger lamps at the request 
of members. Smith also reported on other ideas 
under consideration by the Policy Committee. 
• Stanger reported on the first meeting of the 
Legislative Committee. 

CEO’s Report 
• Financial Operating Report - The CEO re¬ 
viewed the monthly financial operating report. 
The report was approved. 
• Power Supply Update -The CEO reported on 
the current negotiations for future power supply 
arrangements for Jo-Carroll’s new service area. 
• Power Plant Update - The CEO updated the 
board on the renewable biomass power plant and 
related meetings that have been held. 
• JCWIFI Update - The CEO reported on the 
status of the JCWiFi program in conjunction with 
Computer Dynamics. 
• Economic Development Initiatives - An ap¬ 
proach for assisting with economic development 
in the Jo-Carroll Energy three-county service area 
was discussed. 

Board Issues 
• The hoard of directors discussed and approved 
the Jo-Carroll Energy strategic plan developed from 
the sessions held on November 1 and 2, 2007. 
• Attendance at the NRECA Annual Meeting 
scheduled for February 25-27, 2008 was discussed. 
• Attendance at a Cooperative Governance class 
on February 12, 2008 was discussed. 

Legal Update 
The board went into executive session at 1:10 

p.m. by consensus to review legal issues pending for 
the Cooperative. The board came out of executive 
session at 1:20 p.m. by consensus. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come 

before the meeting, it was the consensus of the 
Board to adjourn the meeting at 1:37 p.m. 

Jo-Carroll Energy 
793 US. Route 20 West • PC. Box 390 • Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 
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Power Costs 
and the New 

# Renewable 
Biomass Plant 

Office hours 
Elizabeth Office 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Savanna Office 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Both Offices 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

We’ve spent a lot of time 
over the past few months 

working on plans for the bio- 
mass'fueled renewable energy 
plant we announced last fall. 
Since Jo'Carroll Energy an' 
nounced its plans to develop a 
power plant, our members have 
asked a lot of questions. The 
most common question we hear 
is “will this power plant make 
my rates go up?” 

The short answer is “no,” but 
there’s much more to the story. 

As Jo-Carroll Energy works 
to develop this power plant, the 
landscape of the global energy 
market is changing. No longer is 
the United States the only big 
kid on the global block. Today, 
we compete with the growing 
economies of China, India and 
other developing nations for 
the scarce natural resources 
- oil, gas, coal, steel and copper 
to name a few - on which our 
country relies. This fierce com- 
petition for precious resources 
drives their prices higher. 

With most scarce resources, 
as the price goes up, demand 
subsides until a comfortable bah 
ance is reached. But that’s not 
the case with energy demand. 
As these commodity prices 
climb, so too does our nation’s 
appetite for electricity. 

What’s more, we aren’t 
building enough power plants 
to keep pace with growing 
demand. Compounding our 

generation shortage is the harsh 
reality that many of the plants 
generating the power we use 
today were built several decades 
ago. These aging facilities are 
reaching the end of their useful 
lives, and as these power plants 
go offline, new ones must re- 
place them. 

Those replacement plants 
aren’t being built fast enough, 
and even when they are, they 
cost hundreds of millions - even 
billions - of dollars. This phe¬ 
nomenon will continue to drive 
prices higher in the coming 
years. Many experts predict that 
energy prices could double in 
the next 10 years. If that sounds 
bleak, that’s because it is. 

So what can Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy do? 

What we can’t do is control 
global economic forces. No 
power company is big enough 
to do that. We can, however, 
seek every available option to 
increase rate stability. 

So what do we mean by sta¬ 
bility, and why is it so important? 
To answer that question, look 
no further than the recent dif¬ 
ficulties our economy has experi¬ 
enced with subprime mortgages. 

Over the past few years, 
hundreds of thousands of Amer¬ 
icans purchased homes using 
adjustable rate subprime mort¬ 
gages. These mortgages often 
had low teaser rates, but after a 
couple years of low payments, 
the interest rates jumped sig¬ 
nificantly. Countless American 
families were left with mortgage 

Continued on page 16b 
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Continued on page 16b 
payments they could no longer afford. Many lost 
their homes. This housing crisis shows the perils 
of not having rate stability. 

Compare that to a fixed rate mortgage. Some¬ 
times the interest rate will be higher than the 
market rate, other times a little lower. But it will 
always remain stable; protected from the wild 
swings of an unpredictable market. That stability 
makes planning your monthly budget a little easier. 

That’s exactly what Jo-Carroll Energy wants 
to do by building a renewable fuel power plant. 

Energy prices will continue to rise for all 
Americans. But instead of subjecting our mem¬ 
bers to the volatile prices of the wholesale energy 
market, we’re trying to “lock in” a portion of our 
energy supply by controlling our own power plant. 

The cost of that electricity might be a little 
cheaper some days, and a little more expensive on 
others, but it will be a lot more stable than gam¬ 
bling on the open market. That stability trans¬ 
lates into more predictable monthly bills for our 
members, and we hope that makes planning your 
monthly budget a little easier. 

While owning a power plant is a good way to 

promote rate stability, we also know that it’s fool¬ 
ish to put all your eggs in one basket. 

That’s why our proposed power plant will 
represent only a portion of our total energy needs. 
We will continue to buy some of our power from 
other sources, thus spreading our risk across sev¬ 
eral suppliers. Just as smart investors spread their 
retirement portfolios among a mix of investments 
to achieve a prudent balance of risk and reward, 
Jo-Carroll Energy will do the same with our gen¬ 
eration portfolio. 

With a mix of renewable and traditional gen¬ 
eration from several suppliers, Jo-Carroll Energy 
will do everything it can to hedge against market 
volatility and keep your bill as stable as possible. 

The price we pay for all forms of energy 
- gasoline, propane, natural gas, electricity - will 
continue to rise in the coming years. Those in¬ 
creases affect all of us, including the hard-working 
employees of Jo-Carroll Energy. 

The folks in our Elizabeth office might not 
have clout to control global commodity markets, 
but we continue to work tirelessly to do every¬ 
thing in our power to keep costs as low as pos¬ 
sible.. .and the lights on for you. 

Members... Not Customers 
If You’re a Member, You’re an Owner. 
• Co-ops are owned and democratically con¬ 

trolled by their members. 
• Asa co-op member, you have a voice in deci¬ 

sion making by voting for your board of direc¬ 
tors: one member, one vote. 

• Member-elected directors represent you and 
your best interests when making decisions for 
the cooperative. 

• Board responsibilities include determining 
major goals, adopting an annual budget, re¬ 
viewing major purchasing decisions, protect¬ 
ing the assets of the co-op, establishing and 
reviewing policies, and approving rate adjust¬ 
ments and system improvements. 

The advantage of co-op membership. 
• Co-ops use ethical business practices to guide 

everyday operations. 
• Co-ops operate at cost and are motivated by 

service to members, not by profit. 
• Co-ops are accountable to local members, 

not distant investors, and are committed to 
the communities they serve. 

• Co-ops return profits to the members in the 
form of capital credits. 

• Co-ops deliver reliable electricity and natural 
gas at the lowest possible cost. 

• Co-ops provide access to quality products and 
services at fair prices to improve members’ 
quality of life. 

• Co-ops promote energy efficiency and renew¬ 
able energy to protect the environment. 

How a cooperative works. 
• A cooperative business belongs to members, 

the people who use its products and services. 
• Members elect fellow members to serve as 

directors. 
• Directors hire the general manager. 
• The general manager oversees day-to-day op¬ 

erations with trusted, local employees. 
• Employees strive to provide exceptional ser¬ 

vice to you, the member. 



0 Hunting Down Vampire Electronics 
Iost homes these days never 
quite shut down for the 

night. Although lamps may be 
off, dark rooms are typically 
spotted with tiny red and green 
lights of appliances and the glow 
of digital clocks. 

All of those little lights, 
clocks and seemingly “sleeping” 
appliances, however, are us¬ 
ing more electricity than most 
would think. Sometimes called 
vampire electronics, these de¬ 
vices suck up 5 percent of all 
energy used in the United States 
and cost consumers more than 
$3 billion every year. 

For the average hom¬ 
eowner, vampire electronics 
can add 20 percent to monthly 
electric bills, according to the 
U.S. Department of Energy. 
To trim this excess energy use, 
you need to know where these 
vampires reside and keep them 
in check. 

Take a closer look at appli¬ 
ances around your home. Those 
that use remote controls such as 
TVs, DVD players, ceiling fans 
and stereos are suspect. Any 
digital displays, such as micro- 
wave and coffee machine clocks, 
are working against your electric 
bill. And many of those chargers 
around the house-those that 
keep cell phones, power tools 
and MP3 players at the ready- 
constantly draw power when 
plugged in. 

Unplugging these vampires 
effectively drives a stake into 
their energy-consuming hearts. 
Power strips provide another 
way to thwart them. Simply plug 
appliances into a power strip, 

Spotting Vampire Electronics 
Many devices constantly draw power while plugged in, which 
can quickly add up on monthly electric bills. Keep an eye out 
for the following clues as to what should be unplugged when 
not in use: 

External power 

supplies 

Computers, printers 

WM 

Remote controls 

Window AC units, 
TVs, DVD players 

Digital displays 

Washing machines, 
microwaves, VCRs 

Rechargeable 

batteries 

Battery chargers, 
cordless telephones, 
power tools 

Source: US. Department of Energy 

and switch it off when those ap¬ 
pliances aren’t being used. 

In addition, unplug any bat¬ 
tery-operated electronic device 
once charged. You wouldn’t 
walk away from a flowing water 
hose, after all, and you certainly 

don’t want to keep feeding 
those vampires. 

Scott Gates writes on technol¬ 
ogy and energy efficiency for the 
National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association. 

©^ice Closing 
Our office will be closed Friday, 
March 21 for Good Friday. 
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High School Juniors Can Win ^ 
a Trip to Washington, D.C 
During the week of June 13-20, 

2008, the electric and tele¬ 
phone cooperatives in Illinois and 
across the United States sponsor 
groups of young people on the 
“Youth to Washington” program. 
During the week in the nation’s 
capital, these students get an up- 
close look at democracy in action 
and get to meet with their congres¬ 
sional delegation and staff. 

The “Youth to Washington” 
trip is a unique experience that 
offers students the opportunity to 
meet new friends, create lifelong 
memories, and have a blast while 
learning about the foundation of 
our nation. Participants return with 
a deeper respect for our country, 
individual opportunity, and a better 
understanding of the political tradi¬ 
tions that move America forward. 
It is truly an opportunity of a life¬ 
time. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future 
leaders have been introduced to 
government and the legislative 
process through this program. 
Many alumni of the program have 
gone on to leadership positions in 
our communities and government. 

This all-expense paid trip to 
Washington, D.C. is well organized 
with good chaperones and is recog¬ 
nized as a phenomenal experience 
for any youth. Participants will tour 
the nation’s capital, its monuments 
and museums and the battlefield at 
Gettysburg, PA. 

Last year, more than 60 stu¬ 
dents won trips through 27 electric 
and telephone cooperatives in Il¬ 
linois. 

Don’t delay - deadlines are 
near. Take advantage of the oppor¬ 

“This trip has truly changed my life...” said Jana Bonifacius, center, one of five 

students ivho posed abovie in front of the Washington Monument during the 2007 

Youth Tour. From left are Tisha Thompson, Aaron Sellers, Jana, Brooke Saline 

and Tiffany Elliot. 

tunity your electric or telephone 
cooperative is offering. If a student 
is interested in going on the trip 
and is not selected by a co-op, the 
cost will be $1,100 to join the tour. 
Interested students should contact 
Jo-Carroll Energy for eligibility. 

For more information, contact 
your guidance counselor, Jo-Carroll 
Energy or Linda Comstock at 217- 
241-7914 or e-mail at Icomstock® 
aiec.coop. You can also visit www. 
aiec.coop. Just click on Youth Pro¬ 
grams and the link to www.youth- 
tour, coop. If you are an alum of the 
tour, please contact us at the above 

e-mail address. 
Here is a note from Jana 

Bonifacius of Cowden, Ilk, 2007 
participant sponsored by Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, “The 2007 
‘Youth to Washington Tour’ was 
one of the most educational and 
best experiences of my life! Some 
of my closest friendships resulted 
from being a part of the trip. This 
trip has truly changed my mind on 
what I want to become when I am 
older. If I could, I would go back to 
Washington, D.C. with the ‘Youth 
to Washington’ kids and do all the 
same things again!” 
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Holly Haring joined the Jo-Carroll 
Energy team January 2, 2008, as a 

Billing Services Representative. Holly 
previously worked for Riverside Dental 
and at Poopy’s Pub and Grub in Savanna, 
111. She recently completed her third year 
at Ashford University in Clinton, Iowa 
where she is working towards a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration. 

Holly lives in Savanna with her 
family. She has a five-year-old daughter, 
Ryleigh, and a two-year-old son, Bryar. 
Holly loves spending quality time with 
her family. She says, “I enjoy the outdoors 
a great deal. We spend most of the sum¬ 
mer on the river boating, tubing, swim¬ 
ming and building sandcastles.” 

- Touchstone 
Energy Savers 

\<\d$ ^ 
Want to save money and make your home energy efficient? 

Visit www.jocarrolkcom and click on Touchstone Energy Savers 

Kids! Click on Touchstone Energy Kids Zone, a cool place where you can learn about elec¬ 
tricity, energy savings and electrical safety. Energy is part of our daily lives. Every time you 

watch television or turn on a light you are using electricity. Here at the Touchstone Energy 
Kids Zone we have some fun games and activities that will help you learn about energy and 
energy efficiency. We have lots of information you can share with your family and friends. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2008 i 6e 



10 Family Outdoor Fun Tips a 
Play it safe this spring with this electrical safety information 

trie substations contain high- 

voltage equipment, which can 

kill you. Never rescue a pet or 

retrieve a ball or toy that goes 
inside. Call Jo-Carroll Energy 

instead. 

• Be sure all pools and out¬ 

door play areas are away from 

power lines and call JULIE lo¬ 

cate service by dialing 81 Ibefore 

installing any new posts. 

• Install and use GFCI outlets 

outside. Use portable GFCIs if 

outlets don’t have them. Keep 

appliances 10 feet from pools, 

ponds and wet surfaces. 

• Don’t leave electrical appli¬ 

ances outside. They could be¬ 

come wet and cause an electrical 

shock when unplugged later. If 

the weather looks threatening, 

pack up and go inside. 

• Spring showers bring more 

than just puddles to splash in. 

They can bring flooded areas 

that are never safe to play or 

wade in, and may be in contact 

with energized equipment or 

fallen power lines. 

Visit www.SafeElectricity. 

org for more information on 

electrical safety, and on line 

games and activities that teach 

kids to safely use and play 

around electricity. 

Outdoor family fun 

really takes off in 

the spring. But before 

you get out the kites 

and start those outdoor 

games, Safe Electricity 

and Jo-Carroll Energy 

recommend you review 

these safety rules: 

• Never climb trees 

near power lines. Even 

if the power lines aren't 

touching the tree, they 

could touch when more 

weight is added to the 

branch. 

• Fly kites and model 

airplanes in large open 

areas like a park or a 

field, safely away from 

trees and overhead pow¬ 

er lines. Never fly a kite 

on a cloudy day when 

a thunderstorm may be 

brewing. 

• If a kite gets stuck in a tree 

that’s near power lines, don’t 

climb up to get it. Electricity 
can travel down kite strings or 

wires and electrocute you. Con¬ 

tact Jo-Carroll Energy for assis¬ 

tance. 

• Never climb a utility pole 

or tower. The electricity carried 

through this equipment is ex¬ 

tremely high voltage and could 

kill you. UESJOJ/^ ammf 

• Don’t play on or around 

pad-mounted electrical equip¬ 

ment (those large green boxes 

sometimes located in yards). 

• Never go into an electric 

substation for any reason. Elec- 
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Want to stay safe around power lines? 
Don^ go near them. 

Your safety always comes first. If power ever goes out you can rest assured a trained co-op line tech¬ 
nician is on the way to make things right. In turn, all we ask is for you to be alert and careful when 
working or playing outside. Keep all tools clear of overhead power lines - especially metal ladders. 
Don’t touch our lines. Ever. The first rule of every do-it-yourselfer is to do it safely. 

Touchstone Energy' 
The power of human connections 
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Resume of Minutes 

Regular Board Meeting * December 18,2007 

The regular board meeting of 
Jo'Carroll Energy, Inc. was held 
at the cooperative office at 9:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, December 18, 
2007. Board members and otlv 
ers present were: Jack Janssen, 
Vernon Law, Tom Lundy, Joe 
Mattingley, Chris Stadel, Marcy 
Stanger, Pat Smith, Marty Wer¬ 
ner, Dave Senn, recording sec¬ 
retary Dorothy Young, President 
and CEO Michael Hastings and 
staff members John Cox, Russ 
Simpson, Kyle Buros, Patrick 
Keleher, Karen Hirsch and 
Richard Larimore. 
• The agenda was approved as 
modified. 
• The consent agenda items 
were approved, including a 
review of the monthly safety 
meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
• Chairman Mattingley pub¬ 
licly acknowledged and thanked 
the two cooperatives that sent 
line personnel to help with 
Jo-Carroll Energy’s recent ice 
storms: Shelby Electric Cooper¬ 
ative and Scenic Rivers Energy 
Cooperative. Thank you letters 
from Jo-Carroll Energy will be 
prepared and sent to those two 
cooperatives. 
• Chairman Mattingley also 
complimented staff on the ex¬ 
panded financial report, espe¬ 
cially as it related to expanded 
information on the co-op’s natu¬ 
ral gas operations. 

Strategic Activity 
• Policy Committee: Smith 
presented the monthly board 

policy 108 - President/CEO 
Relationship. The board made 
a small change to the policy 
and then approved the policy as 
amended. 
• The board also considered 
a new policy concerning the 
waiver of penalties for govern¬ 
mental entities and not for prof¬ 
it entities in certain situations. 
After discussion and several 
changes to the draft, the new 
board policy on penalty waivers 
was approved. 

CEO’s Report 
• Financial Operating Re¬ 
port - The CEO reviewed the 
monthly financial operating re¬ 
port. This included an expanded 
financial report on natural gas 
operations. The report was ap¬ 
proved. 
• Power Supply Update -The 
CEO reported on the current 
negotiations for future power 
supply arrangements for Jo-Car- 
roll’s new service area. 
• Power Plant Update - The 
CEO updated the board on the 
renewable biomass power plant 
and related meetings that have 
been held. 
• JCWIFI Update - The CEO 
reported on the status of the 
JCWiFi program in conjunction 
with Computer Dynamics. 
• Economic Development Ini¬ 
tiatives - Reports were provided 
concerning economic develop¬ 
ment activities in Jo-Daviess 
and Carroll Counties. 
• Recent Ice Storms - Kyle 
Buros provided an overview 
of the two recent ice storms 

impacting Jo-Carroll Energy. 
Thanks were extended to all 
employees who worked hard to 
restore power during the storms. 

Board Issues 
• The board reviewed and ap¬ 
proved Jo-Carroll Energy’s bud¬ 
get for 2008. Highlights of the 
budget included a new mobile 
substation and continued devel¬ 
opment work on the renewable 
energy biomass plant. 
• The board discussed the co¬ 
op’s policies concerning director 
per diem, attendance at NRE- 
CA educational courses and 
attendance of area Chamber of 
Commerce meetings. 
• Attendance at an NRECA 
director course scheduled for 
January 9, 2008, was discussed. 
• The board received a report 
on the co-op’s Christmas gift 
certificates provided to needy 
members. These were $50.00 
Wal-Mart gift cards provided to 
18 families. 

Legal Update 
The board went into ex¬ 

ecutive session at 1:05 p.m. by 
consensus to review legal issues 
pending for the cooperative. 
The board came out of execu¬ 
tive session at 1:35 p.m. by con¬ 
sensus. 

Adjournment 
There being no further busi¬ 

ness to come before the meet¬ 
ing, it was the consensus of the 
board to adjourn the meeting at 
1:50 p.m. 

Jo-Carroll Energy 

793 U.S. Route 20 West, P.O. Box 390, Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 
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Office hours 
Elizabeth Office 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Savanna Office 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Both Offices 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

Jo-Carroll Energy * Elizabeth, Illinois • 800-858-5522 • www.jocarroll.com 

Jo- I 
A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative ^ HI-L.IIM 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

As Americans, we are blessed 
to live in a land of abundance. 
While some of us might have more 
than others, we all enjoy a basic 
standard of living that is far better 
than much of the world. 

We don’t worry about finding 
clean water to drink. Our children 
are safe from treatable diseases that 
needlessly claim countless lives in 
other countries. We have so much 
food, that public health officials 
worry more about obesity than mal¬ 
nutrition. And when we turn on a 
light switch, we assume there will 
always be electricity. 

With such an embarrassment of 
riches at our fingertips, it’s easy to 
become complacent. 

A year ago, most of us would 
have scoffed at the thought of a 
highway bridge collapsing in the 
middle of a major American city. 
Then we turned on the evening 
news one night and witnessed a 
tragedy in Minnesota. 

The fact is that most of the 
comforts we take for granted exist 
because of hard work, sacrifice, co¬ 
operation and visionary thinking. 

Today, our nation faces some 
serious decisions about its energy 
future. 

Those tough decisions weigh 
heavily on the minds of all of us at 
Jo-Carroll Energy. Delivering safe 
and reliable energy at the lowest 
practical cost is the mission that 
brings us to work each day. We take 
that mission seriously, and continu¬ 
ally look for new ways to ensure 
long-term system reliability and 

rate stability for our members. 
One way we’re meeting that 

objective is through the proposed 
development of our biomass-fueled 
power plant in Carroll County. Last 
month, I explained some of the rea¬ 
sons why we feel this strategy is in 
the best interest of our members. 

Our renewable power plant is 
an important piece of our energy re¬ 
liability puzzle, but there are many 
other pieces to consider. 

One piece that is directly with¬ 
in your control is conservation. 

Effective conservation requires 
more than just caulking drafty win¬ 
dows; it’s a comprehensive change 
in the way we view our energy con¬ 
sumption. 

The first step in that change is 
taking stock of all the ways we con¬ 
sume energy each day: both large 
and small. 

Of course we know that lights, 
big appliances and HVAC systems 
draw large amounts of power, and 
replacing old, inefficient products 
with newer energy-efficient alterna¬ 
tives will go a long way toward re¬ 
ducing energy bills and your impact 
on the environment. 

Making those changes is impor¬ 
tant, but if you want to open your 
eyes to all the little ways you use en¬ 
ergy, wait ‘til the dark of night, and 
turn off all the lights in your home. 
Once the lights go off and your eyes 
adjust to the darkness, walk through 
each room of your home. 

Most of us will find our houses 
filled with the flickering lights of 
entertainment centers, computer 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • April 2008 6a 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rsh
ip 

• V
olu

nta
ry 

an
d o

pe
n m

em
be

rsh
ip 

• 
Vo

lun
tar

y a
nd

 op
en

 m
em

be
rsh

ip 
• 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rsh
ip 



equipment, cell phone chargers 
and kitchen appliances. These 
so-called energy vampires suck 
power from your outlets and 
cash from your wallet 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

Clearly these small devices 
aren’t the biggest energy con¬ 
sumers in your house, and un¬ 
plugging them when they aren’t 
in use won’t fix all of our energy 
woes. But this exercise provides 
a compelling illustration of just 
how much we rely on electric¬ 
ity: we’re using it even when 
we’re not using it. 

If we’re wasting that much 
power in the dead of night when 
we’re nestled under the covers, 
imagine how many opportuni¬ 
ties for conservation we have 
each day. 

If you want help maximiz¬ 

ing the efficiency of your home, 
visit our Web site or give us a 
call at 800-858-5522. Jo-Car- 
roll Energy offers a variety of 
programs, both large and small, 
to help you make the most of 
the energy you consume. Be¬ 
yond the programs offered by 
the cooperative, we can provide 
advice on other conservation 
opportunities you can explore 
on your own. 

Compared to other parts of 
the world, our energy supply is 
abundant, extremely reliable 
and relatively inexpensive. I 
know this observation of global 
economics doesn’t make balanc¬ 
ing your family’s budget any 
easier, but it is an important 
blessing for us all to consider. 

As I’ve said before, there 
are many factors contributing 

to the energy challenges facing 
our nation, and we aren’t going 
to solve this problem with one 
strategy. We can’t conserve our 
way out of this dilemma nor can 
we build our way out with new 
power plants. 

But if we all make a few 
small choices, our collective ac¬ 
tion can yield large results. 

That philosophy is what 
cooperatives are all about. Once 
upon a time, there was no elec¬ 
tricity in our region. A group 
of determined residents refused 
to accept the status quo, and 
banded together to build a util¬ 
ity that has reliably served our 
region for nearly 70 years. That’s 
the cooperative spirit, and that’s 
why Jo-Carroll Energy works 
hard each day to keep the lights 
on for you. 

Circuit Breakers or Fuses? 
What are the benefits be¬ 

tween using circuit breakers 
or fuses? For starters, circuit 
breakers can be reset while fuses 
operate only once and must be 
replaced. 

If your breakers trip or fuses 
blow out repeatedly, call an 
electrician because you may 
have a problem with your elec¬ 
trical system. 

Courtesy of the National Electrical Safety 
Foundation® Safe Electricity, All Rights 
Reserved 

. ill „m. A ; 

S' Jo-Carroll Energy 
793 U.S. Route 20 West • P.O. Box 390 

Elizabeth, Illinois 61028'0390 J 
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Preparation is Key to Staying Safe After Storms 
Along with warmer weather, 

the advent of spring brings 
the potential for severe thun- 
derstorms and tornados. Safe 
Electricity advises everyone 
to be mindful of the electrical 
hazards that storms and flooding 
can leave behind. As part of the 
new “Teach Learn Care” TEC 
campaign, the program urges 
parents and other caregivers to 
make sure children are aware of 
these hazards as well. 

“The danger does not end 
when the storm does,” says 
Molly Hall, Executive Director 
of Safe Electricity. “People can 
be hurt or killed by hazards left 
behind. It’s wise to be cautious 
in any clean up effort.” 

Stay away from downed 
power lines and be alert to the 
possibility that tree limbs or 
debris may hide an electrical 
hazard. Treat all downed or 
hanging power lines as if they 
are energized. Lines do not have 
to be arcing or sparking to be 
live. Warn others to stay away 
and contact the electric utility. 

If using electric yard tools in 
clean-up efforts, do not operate 
them if it’s raining or the ground 
is wet, or while you are wet or 
standing in water. Keep all elec¬ 
tric tools and equipment at least 
10 feet away from wet surfaces. 

“Before re-entering storm- 
damaged buildings or rooms, 
be sure all electric and gas ser¬ 
vices are turned off,” said Jay 
Solomon, University of Illinois 
Extension Engineering Educa¬ 
tor. “Never attempt to turn off 
power at the breaker box if you 
must stand in water to do so. If 
you can’t reach your breaker box 
safely, call your electric utility to 
shut off power at the meter.” 

Never step in to a flooded 
basement or other area if water 
is covering electrical outlets, ap¬ 
pliances or cords. Be alert to any 

electrical equipment that could 
be energized and in contact with 
water. Never touch electrical 
appliances, cords or wires while 
you are wet or standing in water. 

“Cleaning up and using 
water-damaged appliances also 
carry safety risks,” said Solomon. 
“Electric motors in appliances 
that have been drenched or 
submerged should be thoroughly 
cleaned and reconditioned 
before they are put back into 
service. It may be necessary to 
repair or replace electrical appli¬ 
ances or tools that have been in 
contact with water. Do not use 
any water-damaged appliance 
until a professional has checked 
it out.” 

If after a storm or disaster, 
the power to your home is out 
for a prolonged period, know 
important safety rules, such as 
never using a charcoal or gas 
grill to cook inside! And if you 
use a portable generator, be 
sure a transfer safety switch has 
been installed or connect the 
appliance(s) directly to the gen¬ 
erator. This prevents electricity 
from traveling back through the 

power lines, what’s known as 
“back feed.” Back feed creates 
danger for anyone near lines, 
particularly crews working to 
restore power. 

If you are driving and come 
upon a downed power line, 
stay in your vehicle, warn oth¬ 
ers to stay away and contact 
emergency personnel or the 
electric utility. Never drive over 
a downed line. A downed line 
causes other things around it to 
become potentially hazardous. 
If you are in a car that has come 
in contact with a downed power 
line, stay in your vehicle. 

If you must leave your car 
jump free keeping both feet to¬ 
gether and either shuffle or hop 
to safety. A live wire touching 
the ground causes electricity to 
fan out in a pool and the action 
of running or striding allows one 
foot to move from one voltage 
zone to another. Your body then 
becomes the path for the elec¬ 
tricity and electrocution is the 
tragic result. 

For more information on 
electrical safety, visit www.Safe- 
Electricity.org. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING April 2008 



Safe Haven Provides a Second 
Chance for Animals 

Safe Haven Humane Society is a non-profit an¬ 
imal shelter serving all of Jo Daviess County. 

Their newly renovated facility is located on High¬ 

way 20 just west of Elizabeth. 

The shelter’s mission is: 

• To provide temporary homes 
and medical treatment when needed 
for the stray, the unwanted, and the 
abused animals of Jo Daviess County. 
• Through adoption procedures, to 
find loving homes for the homeless. 
• To create an aware and caring 
society through education in the hu¬ 
mane care and treatment of animals. 
• To promote spaying and neuter¬ 
ing to reduce pet overpopulation. 
• To promote animal welfare 
throughout Jo Daviess County. 

Safe Haven depends entirely 
on volunteers and donations for all 
operations and animal care. If you 
have time to spare, are dedicated 
and would like to make a difference, 
give Safe Haven a try. Volunteers 
are always needed and appreciated. 
Duties range from dog walking, 
cat socialization and foster care to 
fundraising and helping with mail¬ 
ings and administrative work. 

If you are unable to volunteer 
but would still like to make a dif¬ 
ference, donations are a great way 

to show you care. Monetary dona¬ 
tions are always appreciated but the 
facility also needs toys, blankets, 
collars, towels, kitty litter and ca¬ 
nine winter coats in various sizes. 
Memberships are also available to 
help support the day-to-day opera¬ 
tions of the facility. 

Safe Haven is open to the pub¬ 
lic for the viewing of cats and dogs 
on Wednesdays from 1-3 p.m. and 
on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from 12-4 p.m. If you are unable to 
visit during these hours, you may 
call to make an appointment for a 
time that will work for you. A fair 
weather adoption fair is held in 
Washington Park on Main Street in 
Galena monthly. 

See this month’s feature article 
on page 10 for reasons to consider 
a shelter animal when looking for a 
new pet. SUOQ 

If you would like to help Safe 
Haven meet their goal of no more 
homeless pets in Jo Daviess County, 
or for additional information, call 
815-858-2265 or log on to www. 
safehavenforpets.org. 
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An 
One of the easiest and most 

common ways to conserve 
energy is to replace traditional in- 
candescent light bulbs with com¬ 
pact fluorescent lamps (CFLs). 

Lately there has been a lot 
of discussion in the news media 
about the potential risks associ¬ 
ated with the mercury found 
in CFLs. We’d like to take this 
opportunity to share some facts 
about mercury levels in CFLs 
and tips for their proper disposal. 

Most people install CFLs in 
an effort to conserve energy, and 
thus, their impact on the envi¬ 
ronment. With that in mind, 
it’s easy to understand why some 
people wonder if installing CFLs 
containing mercury just replaces 
one environmental problem 
with another. 

While it is true that a typi¬ 
cal CFL contains approximately 
5 milligrams of mercury, that is 
only half the story. CFLs consume 
roughly one quarter of the energy 
needed to produce an equivalent 
amount of light with an incandes¬ 
cent bulb. This is an important 
fact to consider, because power 
plants are the largest single source 
of man-made mercury emissions 
in the United States. 

Since a CFL uses one quar¬ 
ter of the electricity, a power 
plant will emit one quarter of 
the mercury it would to power 
an incandescent bulb for the 
same period of time. Over the 
course of its life, that means 
roughly 2.5 milligrams of mer¬ 
cury emissions for a CFL, and 10 
milligrams of mercury emissions 
for an incandescent bulb. 

In other words, using a 
CFL results in a net reduction 
of approximately 2.5 milli¬ 
grams of mercury. 

The reduction in mercury 
is even greater when CFLs are 
properly recycled. 

Easy Way to Save 
Recycling Program with Jo-Carroll 

Jo-Carroll Energy is proud 
to sponsor a CFL recycling 
program for the residents of 
our region. The cooperative 
has partnered with a variety of 
businesses across our territory to 
provide several convenient CFL 
drop-off locations. 
Participating locations include: 
• Jo-Carroll Energy Flead- 
quarters, 793 US Route 20 
West, Elizabeth 
• Jo-Carroll Energy Savanna 
Office, 103 Chicago Ave, Savanna 
• Gasser True Value Hardware, 
11359 Industrial Park, Galena 
• Galena Territory Associa¬ 
tion, 2000 Territory Drive. 
• Apple Canyon 
Lake, Property Owners 
Association,MAI57 Canyon 
Club Drive, Apple River 
• True Value Home and 
Building Center, 115 Main 
Street, Savanna 
• Brinkman Building Center, 
915 2nd Street, Fulton 

To take advantage of the 
program, individuals simply 
bring their used CFLs to one of 
the participating locations and 
place them in the special collec¬ 
tion container. Once the con¬ 
tainer is full, it will be shipped 
to a recycling facility where the 
CFLs can be properly processed. 
Jo-Carroll Energy hopes to 
add more drop off sites to the 
recycling program, and will an¬ 
nounce those locations as they 
become available. 
Broken Bulbs Clean-up Procedure 

Although no mercury is 
released when CFLs are in¬ 
tact and in use, care should 
be exercised if a bulb acciden¬ 
tally breaks. Because mercury 
is harmful to humans, it is best 
to take extra precautions when 
cleaning up a broken CFL. The 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency recommends the fol¬ 

lowing cleanup procedure: 
• Open a window and leave 
the room for at least 15 minutes. 
• Remove all materials you 
can without using a vacuum 
cleaner. Wear disposable rub¬ 
ber gloves, if available (do not 
use your bare hands). Carefully 
scoop up the fragments and 
powder with stiff paper or card¬ 
board. Wipe the area clean with 
a damp paper towel or dispos¬ 
able wet wipe. Sticky tape (such 
as duct tape) can be used to pick 
up small pieces and powder. 
• Place all cleanup materi¬ 
als in a plastic bag and seal it. 
If your state permits you to put 
used or broken CFLs in the gar¬ 
bage, seal the CFL in two plastic 
bags and put into the outside 
trash. Otherwise, utilize your 
recycling option. Wash your 
hands after disposing of the bag. 
• The first time you vacuum 
the area where the bulb was 
broken, remove the vacuum bag 
once done cleaning the area (or 
empty and wipe the canister) 
and put the bag and/or vacuum 
debris, as well as the cleaning 
materials, in two sealed plastic 
bags in the outdoor trash or 
protected outdoor location for 
normal disposal. 

Although CFLs are not a 
perfect solution, on balance 
they are better for the environ¬ 
ment than traditional light 
bulbs. The next generation of 
light bulbs uses LED technol¬ 
ogy, and is slowly making its 
way to market. LEDs use even 
less electricity and contain no 
mercury, but they are not yet 
widely available. Until then, 
CFLs serve as an efficient and 
convenient alternative to incan¬ 
descent bulbs. 

For more information on 
CFLs and energy efficiency, visit 
www.energystar.gov. 
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When to Turn Off Personal Computers 
If you’re wondering when to 

turn off personal comput' 
ers for energy savings, here are 
some general guidelines. 

While a small surge in en- 
ergy consumption occurs when 
a computer starts up, this hardly 
compares to the amount used 
when a computer runs for a long 
time. For energy savings and 
convenience, consider turning 
off the monitor if you aren’t 
going to use your PC for more 
than 20 minutes, and switch off 
both the CPU and monitor if 
you’re not going to use your PC 
for more than two hours. 

Make sure monitors, print¬ 
ers and other accessories are 
plugged in to a power strip/surge 
protector. When not using 
equipment for extended periods, 
turn off the switch on the power 
strip to prevent any power 
drain. If you don’t use a power 
strip, unplug extra equipment 
when it’s not in use. 

Most PCs today reach the 
end of their useful life due to 
advances in technology long be¬ 
fore any negative effects of be¬ 
ing switched on and off multiple 
times can be seen. But as a gen¬ 
eral rule of thumb, the less time 
a PC is on, the longer it will 
“last.” PCs also produce heat, 
so turning them off reduces the 
need for air conditioning. 

Power-Down or 
Sleep Mode Features 

Many PCs come with a 
power-down or sleep mode fea¬ 
ture for the CPU and monitor. 
ENERGY STAR® computers 
consume 15 watts or less in 
this mode-around 70 percent 
less electricity than a computer 
without power management 
features. ENERGY STAR moni¬ 
tors also have the capability to 
power down into two successive 
sleep modes, first to 15 watts 

and then to 8 watts-less than 10 
percent of its operating power 
consumption. 

Keep in mind that screen 
savers are not energy savers. Us¬ 
ing a screen saver may in fact 
require more energy than not 
using one, and your power-down 
feature may not work if you 

have a screen saver activated. In 
fact, modern LCD color moni¬ 
tors do not need screen savers. 

Source: U.S. Department of Eri' 
ergy Office of Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy 
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Dan Walker celebrated 25 years of employment at Jo-Carroll Energy in March. He has 
been serving the members since 1983. Congratulations Dan! Pictured are Dan Walker 
and President/CEO Michael Hastings. 

Tree Trimming - Why it’s Necessary 
Take a look at the photo 

to the right. This tree was 
definitely planted in the wrong 
place and you can see clearly 
why it had to be trimmed. Help 
us out by not planting trees 
under or near our lines. If your 
trees and nearby power lines 
tangle, you can bet that trees 
will win the match and your 
power will go out. That’s why 
your co-op has a right-of-way 
tree trimming program. 

Your co-op provides electricity 
across thousands of miles of power 
lines. And trees surround many of 
those lines. 

Winds blow and tree branches 
rub against lines and cause your 
lights to blink. Three blinks in 
short succession and your power 
goes out until someone at the co¬ 
op can investigate. Or limbs break 
off in strong winds or due to ice 
storms and crash onto lines, caus¬ 
ing fuses to blow or breakers to 

trip. And worse 
case scenerios, 
trees can tumble 
down and take 
out the power line 
and pole nearby, 
as well as cause 
damage to others 
down the line. 

We can’t 
always predict 
which trees will 
do what. But we 
can do our best to 
identify trees that are likely to fall 
and branches that are too close to 
lines. Then we can do something 
about it. 

We need to keep the right-of- 
way of lines clear, not just for you, 
but for your neighbors as well. And 
a clear right-of-way is also easier 
for linemen to access and fix other 
problems that may occur. 

That’s why we prune trees. We 
use safe cutting methods that are 

not damaging to the tree’s health. 
Some co-ops use contract crews 
while others have their own team 
of tree trimming professionals. Call 
your co-op today to find out their 
tree trimming schedule and who 
will be performing the work. 

And remember co-ops seek to 
provide you with safe, reliable ser¬ 
vice year round. Tree trimming is 
just one more tool to achieve this. 

Walker Celebrates 25 Years of 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • January 30, 2008 

The regular board meeting of 
Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc. was held at 
the cooperative office at 9:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, January 30, 2008. 
Board members and others present 
were: Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, 
Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Chris 
Stadel, Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, 
Marty Werner, Dave Senn, recording 
secretary Dorothy Young, President 
and CEO Michael Blastings and staff 
members John Cox, Russ Simpson, 
Kyle Buros, Cindy Maeder, Karen 
Hirsch and Richard Larimore. Jo- 
Carroll Energy’s Dairyland Director, 
Leonard Ricke, was present at the 
beginning of the meeting through his 
Dairyland Report. 
• The agenda was approved. 
• The consent agenda items were 
approved, including a review of the 
monthly safety meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
• Chairman Mattingley highlighted 
the recent NRECA board member 
course in Springfield regarding 
board responsibilities. 
• Mattingley discussed Stadel and 
Simpson’s participation in the 2008 
Jo-Daviess County Leadership Fo¬ 
rum. 
• Mattingley commented on the 
Empowerment Grants recently 
awarded to three Jo-Carroll Energy 
service area schools - two in Ful¬ 
ton and one in Scales Mound. Each 
grant was for $1,000. Among about 
181 applications for these grants, 
21 were selected throughout Illinois 
with three going to our schools. 

Dairyland Report 
Leonard Ricke provided a report on 
Dairyland activities and answered 
questions from the board. 
Strategic Activity 
Smith presented the monthly board 
policy 109 - Signing of Documents. 
The board approved the policy as 
presented. 

CEO’s Report 
• New Employee Introduction 
- Hastings introduced Cindy Maeder 
to the board of directors. Ms. Maed¬ 
er will be assisting John Cox with 
administrative legal support as well 
as assisting with special projects. 
• ACRE - Hastings promoted the 

importance of the Action Committee 
for Rural Electrification (ACRE), 
the electric co-op industry’s political 
action committee. He noted how cru¬ 
cial the program was to Jo-Carroll 
Energy and its members, especially 
during the 2008 election year. 
• Financial Operating Report 
- The CEO reviewed the monthly 
financial operating report. This 
included additional information on 
the co-op’s natural gas business. The 
report was approved. 
• Alliant Energy Charges Report 
- Hirsch updated the board on how 
Jo-Carroll is assisting Alliant Energy 
with refunding certain overcharges 
Alliant Energy had made to its Il¬ 
linois customers. These charges 
consisted of the Alliant Energy fuel 
adjustment charge and the former 
manufactured gas plant (environ¬ 
mental) charge. 
• Power Supply Update -The CEO 
reported on the current negotiations 
for future power supply arrange¬ 
ments for Jo-Carroll’s new service 
area. The current agreement with 
Alliant Energy ends on June 30, 
2009. The co-op has received an 
initial proposal from Alliant Energy 
for extending the current power con¬ 
tract. Work continues with several 
other potential power suppliers for 
the co-op’s new service area. 
• Biomass Plant Update - The 
CEO updated the board on the re¬ 
newable biomass power plant. The 
owners engineering firm, Worley 
Parsons, continues to work on engi¬ 
neering plans and budget numbers 
for the project. Meetings continue 
regarding wood fuel supply. Two 
initial meetings with farm leaders 
and economic development leaders 
have taken place to develop a plan 
for providing com stover and switch 
grass to the plant as biomass fuel. 
Meetings have been scheduled with 
potential partners in the biomass 
plant. A hearing has been scheduled 
to rezone the plant location for in¬ 
dustrial purposes. Initial discussions 
with the BNSF railroad concerning 
rail delivery of biomass wood waste 
have been held. 
• JCWIFI Update - The CEO 
reported on the status of the JC- 
WiFi program in conjunction with 
Computer Dynamics. The co-op 

staff is conducting due diligence to 
determine what the co-op’s future 
involvement in the wireless Internet 
program will be, if any. Staff recom¬ 
mended the retention of Wireless 
Data Systems, Inc. to assist with this 
process. The board approved the 
retention of this firm. 

Board Issues 
• The board named Jo-Carroll 
Energy delegates and alternative 
delegates (if requested), for the 2008 
annual meetings of the National Ru¬ 
ral Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA), Federated Rural Electric 
Insurance Exchange (Federated), the 
National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC) and the 
National Rural Telecommunica¬ 
tions Cooperative (NRTC). All of 
these co-op organizations will hold 
their 2008 annual meetings in Ana¬ 
heim, California in conjunction with 
NRECA’s 2008 Annual Meeting to 
be held in late Febmary 2008. 
• The board discussed the use of 
technology by co-op board members 
including the issue of high-speed 
Internet availability. Staff will be 
looking at the costs associated with 
this issue, including the cost sav¬ 
ings associated with paperless board 
meetings and board communica¬ 
tions. 

Legal Update 
The board went into executive 

session at 1:05 p.m. by consensus to 
review legal issues pending for the 
cooperative. The board came out 
of executive session at 1:15 p.m. by 
consensus. 

Reports 
• Participants in the recent NRECA 
course regarding board roles and 
relationships commented on that 
course. 
• Participants in the recent tour of 
Dairyland Power Cooperative re¬ 
ported on their tour. 
• Stadel reported on his participa¬ 
tion in the Jo-Daviess County Lead¬ 
ership Forum. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business 

to come before the meeting, the 
meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 
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Office hours 
Elizabeth Office 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Savanna Office 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Both Offices 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

Jo-Carroll Energy • Elizabeth, Illinois • 800-858-5522 • www.jocarroll.com 
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A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative ^ HI-LIN 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

Each month, I use this space in 
our newsletter to keep you up to 

date on what’s happening at Jo-Car- 
roll Energy. More often than not, 
that means a frank discussion about 
the challenges facing the electric 
industry: challenges that result in 
escalating costs for our members. 

The price of energy is influ¬ 
enced by many variables. Most of 
those variables are beyond our con¬ 
trol, but some are not. This month 
I’d like to talk to you about one 
factor within our control - power 
supply contracts - and how Jo-Car- 
roll Energy is working to ensure the 
lowest possible electricity rates for 
our members. 

It’s important to begin any 
conversation about power sup¬ 
ply with a reminder: Jo-Carroll 
Energy does not directly own any 
power plants. Rather, the coop¬ 
erative works much like a grocery 
store. Jo-Carroll Energy purchases 
large quantities of electricity from 
wholesale suppliers and distributes 
it to retail customers. 

The electricity Jo-Carroll 
Energy delivers comes from two 
suppliers: Dairyland Power Coop¬ 
erative and Alliant Energy. Dairy- 
land Power provides electricity to 
our legacy system - the parts of our 
territory we have served for nearly 
70 years. Alliant Energy supplies 
electricity to the towns and villages 
we acquired last year. 

Like Jo-Carroll Energy, Dairy- 
land Power is a member-owned 
not-for-profit cooperative. Instead 
of having thousands of retail mem¬ 

ber-owners like our cooperative, 
Dairyland Power’s membership is 
comprised of 25 member distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives like Jo-Carroll 
Energy. 

Jo-Carroll Energy has agreed to 
purchase all of the electricity need¬ 
ed to serve our legacy system from 
Dairyland Power through 2055. 
This long-term contract allows 
Dairyland Power to forecast its pow¬ 
er needs over an extended period 
of time and build the power plants 
necessary to meet that demand. 
Dairyland does a great job in supply¬ 
ing safe, reliable and competitively 
priced electricity to its members, 
including Jo-Carroll Energy. 

In February 2007, Jo-Carroll 
Energy closed on its transaction to 
purchase Alliant Energy’s service 
territory in northwest Illinois. As a 
part of that transaction, Jo-Carroll 
Energy purchases the electricity 
for our newly acquired service area 
from Alliant Energy. The power 
supply contract for that portion of 
our system expires in June 2009. 

It is this contract that allows 
our cooperative to exert a certain 
measure of control over our future 
power supply cost. 

Jo-Carroll Energy is aggressive¬ 
ly pursuing all available options to 
secure a new power supply contract 
that offers our members the best 
balance of long-term certainty, reli¬ 
ability and cost efficiency. 

We believe we are close to a 
power supply agreement for our 
newly acquired service territory, 
but we haven’t finalized any deal 
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yet. When we do, we’ll let you 
know the particulars. 

While we don’t have an 
agreement yet, I can tell you 
that no matter where Jo-Carroll 
Energy gets its electricity, ener¬ 
gy prices are likely to continue 
their upward trend. By shop¬ 
ping this contract to multiple 
suppliers, Jo-Carroll Energy 
will negotiate the most favor¬ 
able deal we can, 
thus curbing price 
increases as much as 
possible. But curbing 
is not synonymous 
with eliminating. 

In a word, the 
market for all forms 
of energy is brutal. 

Wholesale elec¬ 
tric prices have in¬ 
creased dramatically 
in the last few years, 
and I don’t think we’ve seen the 
last of these escalating prices. 

You’ve heard me comment 
on the causes of this problem 
before - coal prices that have 
nearly doubled in two years; 

coal transportation prices dou¬ 
bling in one year; soaring costs 
for diesel, gasoline, and natural 
gas; and global demand driving 
up the costs of raw materials 
such as copper, steel, and wood. 

As we work to negotiate 
that power supply contract, we 
continue to move forward with 
the development of a biomass- 
fueled renewable energy plant. 

This project will 
primarily use wood 
waste, corn stover 
and switchgrass to 
generate 80 mega¬ 
watts of electricity. 

The carbon 
footprint of the 
project is much 
smaller than tradi¬ 
tional coal or natu¬ 
ral gas-fired plants 
because the fuel we 

will bum in our plant was liv¬ 
ing plant matter that removed 
carbon dioxide from the atmo¬ 
sphere in the near past. 

Jo-Carroll Energy views this 
plant as a hedge against future 

power costs. We believe that 
in years to come, the cost of 
electricity from this plant will 
be competitive or lower than 
electricity from coal-fired plants 
or other renewable electric 
generation facilities like wind 
turbines and solar panels. 

Of course there is more to 
the renewable biomass plant 
story than I can cover here, and 
we’ll continue to provide infor¬ 
mation on this plant as it moves 
from drawing board to reality. 

A friend of mine often says 
there are two types of people 
in this world: problem identi¬ 
fiers and problem solvers. Lots 
of folks are good at identifying 
problems, but very few do any¬ 
thing to solve them. Although 
there are some problems beyond 
our control, we work hard to 
find solutions to the ones with¬ 
in our control each day. As we 
work on those solutions, we’ll 
never forget our primary mis¬ 
sion: keeping the lights on 
for you. 

In a word, 

the market for 

all forms of 

energy is 

brutal* 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Home Safe Home 
May is Electrical Safety Month 

Electric energy use is typically 
on the rise during warmer 

weather, so as part of the new 
“Teach Learn Care” TLC cam- 
paign, Safe Electricity suggests 
“there is no time like the pres¬ 
ent” to conduct an electrical 
home inspection. During Na¬ 
tional Electrical Safety Month 
in May, the program encourages 
everyone to make sure your home 
is safe from electrical hazards to 
prevent electrical-related deaths, 
injuries and property damage. 

According to the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Com¬ 
mission (CPSC), faulty home 
electrical wiring is responsible for 
40,000 fires a year and results in 
the loss of 350 lives, thousands 
of injuries from electrical shocks 
and burns and more than $2 bil¬ 
lion in personal property damage. 
It’s estimated that more than 
50 million homes and buildings 
have outdated or inadequate 
electrical wiring. 

“Electrical hazards have a ten¬ 
dency to remain hidden until it’s 
too late to avoid disaster. Don’t let 
the small cost of prevention stand 
in the way of protecting your fam¬ 
ily and your property,” says Mike 
Ashenfelter, Sangamon County 
Electrical Inspector “There are 
many things you can inspect on 
your own to ensure electrical 
safety in your home.” 
• Check electrical outlets for 
loose fitting plugs that can shock 
or be a fire hazard. Replace miss¬ 
ing or broken wall plates so that 
the inner wiring components are 
not exposed. If you have young 
children, make sure safety covers 
are used on unused outlets and 
outlets are not overloaded with 
too many appliance plugs. Con¬ 
sider installing tamper-resistant 
receptacles, which have a built-in 
shutter system that prevents hair¬ 
pins and other small objects from 
being inserted into the outlet. 

WHWPW : 

• Check the cords of the appli¬ 
ances in your home as well as the 
plugs and connectors. Make sure 
that they are not frayed, cracked 
or damaged, placed under rugs or 
carpets, resting on furniture, or 
located in high traffic areas. Do 
not nail or staple cords to walls, 
floors or any other objects. 
• Extension cords should be 
used on a temporary basis only 
because they are not intended 
for use as permanent household 
wiring. Have additional outlets 
installed where you need them 
instead of relying on extension 
cords and power strips. If you are 
using extension cords, make sure 
that they have safety closures to 
protect young children from shock 
hazards or mouth bum injuries. 
Never use an indoor extension 
cord for outdoor use. Use an 
extension cord specifically for 
outdoors; they are heavier and less 
likely to be damaged. 
• Check your electrical panel 
to make sure that the breakers 
and fuses are properly rated for the 
circuit that they are protecting. If 

you do not know what the correct 
rating is, have a qualified electri¬ 
cian identify and label the correct 
size to be used. If you are replacing 
a fuse, make sure that you replace 
it with the same size as the one 
that you are removing. 
• Check light bulbs and appli¬ 
ances to make sure the wattage 
matches fixture requirements. 
Make sure not to replace bulbs 
with those that have higher 
wattage than recommended. Ad¬ 
ditionally, the bulb should be 
screwed in securely to prevent 
overheating. 
• If an appliance repeatedly 
blows a fuse, trips a circuit 
breaker or gives you an electri¬ 
cal shock, immediately unplug, 
repair or replace it. 
• Check for or install ground 
fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs). 
A GFCI is an inexpensive electri¬ 
cal device that shuts off power 
instantly if there is a problem and 
should be installed in all “wet” 
areas of the home such as bath¬ 
rooms, kitchens and basements. 
GFCIs should be tested monthly 
to ensure they are working prop¬ 
erly. It’s estimated more than 
two-thirds of the roughly 300 
electrocutions occurring each year 
in and around the home could be 
prevented if GFCIs were installed 
in household branch circuits. 
• Consider installing arc-fault 
circuit intermpters (AFCIs) on 
bedroom circuits, smoke detectors 
in all bedrooms and in hallways 
within 15’ of bedrooms, and at 
least one smoke detector on every 
level. As always, check with your 
local electrical inspector if you 
have questions or concerns. 
• Inspect all outdoor connec¬ 
tions, appliances and tools for 
frayed cords, broken plugs and 
cracked or broken housings. 

For more information on electrical 
safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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Leonard Ricke honored for 
his years of service 

Approximately 75 people attended a dinner 
held at Woodbine Bend Golf Course to 
honor Leonard Ricke for his years of 
service to Jo-Carroll Energy members. 
CEO Michael Hastings presented Leonard 
with a meter lamp in appreciation of his 
many years of service. 

Perhaps the greatest ben¬ 
efit of the cooperative 

business model is democrat¬ 
ic member control. Jo-Car- 
roll Energy is governed by a 
board of nine directors who 
set policies for the coopera¬ 
tive and protect the inter¬ 
ests of the membership. 

For more than 30 
years, Leonard Ricke rep¬ 
resented the members of 
our cooperative through his 
service on both the Jo-Car- 
roll Energy and Dairyland 
Power Cooperative boards 
of directors. In August 
2007, he was succeeded by 
Martin Werner as Jo-Car- 
roll Energy’s director for 
District 1. In June, 2008, 
Ricke will end his service 
on the board of Dairyland 
Power, concluding a distin¬ 
guished career of service 
to the members of Jo-Car- 
roll Energy. 

In recognition of his dedication 
to the cooperative, Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy would like to share a little more 
information on Leonard and his 
legacy of service to our region. The 
following is adapted from a profile 
that originally ran last year as part 
of a series on the Jo-Carroll Energy 
board of directors. 

For nearly 30 years, Leonard 
Ricke represented District 1 in the 
northwest area of Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
service area. Leonard returned from 
Korea after serving in the military 
for two years, and became a lifetime 
member of the American Legion. 

At the time, his father, Victor, 
planned to build a new house and 
add onto his motel business. He 
asked Leonard to draw up blueprints 
and help in the construction. “That 
was the beginning of my vocation as 
a building contractor,” said Leonard. 
“You could say I followed in my 
father’s footsteps.” 

Father and son both joined the 
Menominee-Dunleith Fire Depart¬ 
ment when it was established in 

January 1957. Victor served as Fire 
Chief for a short term and later be¬ 
came a trustee for the department. 
Leonard served as a volunteer 
firefighter for 21 years and became 
a trustee after his father’s death. He 
has served as president of the fire 
department board for 25 years. 

Both father and son served as 
village trustees and township clerks 
in Menominee. “My father served 
as director of Jo-Carroll Electric 
for many years. He represented the 
cooperative on the statewide board 
of the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives until his death in 
January 1978,” Leonard said. 

Charles Youtzy, then manager 
of Jo-Carroll Electric, asked Leonard 
to serve the remainder of his father’s 
term. Leonard was appointed in 
March, 1978 and elected by the 
members of District 1 in December, 
1978. “The cooperative spirit was 
instilled in me by my parents, and 
that’s why I felt privileged to be on 
the board of Jo-Carroll Energy for so 
many years,” he explained. 

In June 1984, Leon¬ 
ard was appointed to the 

I Dairyland Power Cooper- 
I ative’s board of directors. 
I Dairyland Power is one 

of Jo-Carroll Energy’s two 
I power suppliers. In addi- 
I tion to serving Jo-Carroll 
I Energy, Dairyland Power 
I provides power to utilities 

in southeast Minnesota, 
I northeast Iowa, and west- 
I ern Wisconsin. 

Leonard and his wife, 
I Shirley, have six children 
I and 11 grandchildren. 

They are members of the 
Nativity B.V.M. Catholic 
Church in Menominee. 
Leonard and Shirley built 
their first home in 1955 
and their present home 
in 1962 as their family 
grew. The land on which 
their home sits was part 
of his grandfather’s farm. 
Leonard started an apple 

orchard after he retired, and 
can often be found at the Ga¬ 
lena Farmer’s Market from May 
through October. When he’s not 
serving the community, spending 
time with his family, or tending 
to his orchard, he enjoys hunting 
and fishing - especially ice fishing 
during the winter months. 

As Leonard ends his tenure 
as a director for Jo-Carroll Energy 
and Dairyland Power, he notes 
that there are many challenges 
facing the energy industry in the 
near future. 

“As we look to the future, our 
energy choices will certainly include 
natural gas, oil, and renewable fuels 
such as solar power, wind power, 
landfill gas, and biomass” Ricke said. 
Other technologies including direct 
combustion and fuel cells are also 
currently being studied. Our clean 
coal technology will have to be 
improved because of environmental 
concerns. Our goal should always 
be a reliable, competitive and finan¬ 
cially stable cooperative.” 



10 Ways to Keep Kids Safe 
This Summer 

The countdown is on! It’s time 
to get prepared for summer fun 

and making memories that will 
last a lifetime. As your family gets 
ready for swimming, camping, 
ballgames, trips to the park, and 
other outdoor adventures, be sure 
to keep safety in your plans. 

• Stay away from electrical 
equipment on the ground and 
overhead. Never climb a utility 
pole or tower. Don’t play on or 
around pad-mounted electrical 
equipment, uosuejj 

• Never climb trees near power 
lines. Even if the power lines 
aren't touching the tree, they 
could touch when more weight is 
added to the branch. 

• Fly kites and model airplanes 
safely away from trees and over¬ 
head power lines. If a kite gets 
tangled in a tree that’s near power 
lines, don’t climb up to get it. 
Contact Jo-Carroll Energy 
for assistance. 

• Never go into an electric 
substation. Electric substations 
contain high-voltage equipment, 
which can kill you. Don’t retrieve a 
toy or rescue a pet that goes inside. 
Call Jo-Carroll Energy instead. 
• Look up and around you. 
Always be aware of the location 
of power lines, particularly when 
using long metal tools like ladders 
and pool skimmers. 

• Water and electricity never 
mix! Keep electronics like radios 
away from pools and hot tubs, and 
watch for overhead power lines 
when cleaning pools, sailing or 
fishing. Never install pools under¬ 
neath or near power lines. 

• Use outdoor outlets with 
weatherproof covers and ground 
fault circuit interrupters (GFCI) 
to prevent shocks and injuries. 
Use portable GFCIs for outdoor 
outlets that don’t have them. 

• Keep electrical appliances and 
tools at least 10 feet away from 
pools, ponds and wet surfaces. 
“Electricity and water are a danger¬ 
ous combination,” warns Jo-Carroll 
Energy Vice President of Engineer¬ 
ing and Operations Kyle Buros. 
“Remind children and family mem¬ 
bers about the danger of using elec¬ 
trical appliances in wet areas - even 
wet grass can create a hazard.” 

• Check extension cords careful¬ 
ly for exposed wires; make sure they 
are in good shape, and not frayed 
or cracked. Use only extension 
cords that are rated and marked for 
outdoor use, and are large enough 

to handle the current needed for 
the device you are using. 

• Check that the prongs on an 
extension cord plugs are clean, 
not broken or bent. Make sure 
the ground prong is intact in a 
three-prong plug, and avoid use 
of adapters. 

“Remember, accidents and 
injuries are unexpected,” adds 
Buros “Be prepared and proactive 
to make sure your family has great 
memories this summer.” 

For more information on electrical 

safety, visiuvwui.SafeElectricity.org. 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • February 19, 2008 

The regular board meeting of 
Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc. was 

held at the Cooperative office at 
9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 
19, 2008. Board members and 
others present were: Jack Jans¬ 
sen, Vernon Law, Tom Lundy, Joe 
Mattingley, Chris Stadel, Marcy 
Stanger, Pat Smith, Marty Wer¬ 
ner, Dave Senn, recording sec¬ 
retary Dorothy Young, President 
and CEO Michael Hastings, and 
staff members John Cox, Russ 
Simpson, Kyle Buros, Patrick 
Keleher, Karen Hirsch and Rich¬ 
ard Larimore. 
• The agenda was approved. 
• The consent agenda items 
were approved, including a re¬ 
view of the monthly safety meet¬ 
ing minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
Chairman Mattingley comment¬ 
ed upon the importance of co-op 
policies to the strength of the 
co-op and the successful adminis¬ 
tration of electric and natural gas 
services to the membership. 

Dairyland Report 
A written report from Dairyland 
for directors was received. 

Strategic Activity 
Smith presented the monthly 
board policy 110 - Approval of 
Consultants. The board approved 
the policy as presented. 

CEO’s Report 
• Power Plant Spreadsheet - 
Hastings distributed a spread¬ 
sheet listing the age of all the 
nuclear and coal-fired power 
plants in Illinois. The spread¬ 
sheet dramatizes the overall aging 
of the base load power plant fleet 
in the State. 

• Financial Operating Report - 
The CEO highlighted the change 
to the unaudited 2007 financials 
and operating report regarding 
the over/under natural gas ac¬ 
counting issue. A one-page ex¬ 

planation summary was prepared 
by Keleher and provided to the 
board members. The full 2007 
audit report will be provided by 
the co-op’s auditors at the March 
or April 2008 board meeting. 
The CEO reported on the repric¬ 
ing of a CEO note that will save 
the co-op about $200,000 in in¬ 
terest. Finally, the CEO reviewed 
the January 2008 financial oper¬ 
ating report. The January 2008 
financial operating report was 
approved. 

• Power Supply Update -The 
CEO reported on the current ne¬ 
gotiations for future power supply 
arrangements for Jo-Carroll’s new 
service area. The current agree¬ 
ment with Alliant Energy ends 
on June 30, 2009. The co-op has 
received an initial proposal from 
Alliant Energy for extending the 
current power contract - Alliant 
Energy has not gotten back with 
Jo-Carroll regarding several ad¬ 
ditional points. Dairyland Power 
Cooperative has announced that 
it will not be providing Jo-Car- 
roll Energy with a power supply 
proposal for the new service area. 
Dairyland plans to wait for Jo- 
Carroll Energy to come up with 
its “final” power supply proposal 
from another power provider. 
Dairyland will then exercise (or 
decline to exercise) Dairy land’s 
right of first refusal to match 
the price and terms of the other 
power provider’s proposal. Work 
continues with several other 
potential power suppliers for the 
co-op’s new service area. 

• Biomass Plant Update - The 
CEO updated the board on the 
renewable biomass power plant. 
The owners engineering firm, 
Worley Parsons, continues to 
work on engineering plans and 
budget numbers for the project. 
Meetings continue regarding 
wood fuel supply. Meetings have 
been scheduled with potential 

partners in the biomass plant. 
A hearing was held in Carroll 
County to rezone the plant lo¬ 
cation for industrial purposes. 
The zoning committee approved 
the zoning change request. Soil 
boring is being planned - bid 
requests for this work have 
been distributed to a number of 
firms. Studies with the Midwest 
Independent System Operator 
(MISO) are underway - these 
studies have to do with the inter¬ 
connection of the power plant to 
the electric transmission grid. 

• JCWIFI Update - The CEO 
reported on the status of the 
JCWiFi program in conjunction 
with Computer Dynamics. The 
co-op staff is conducting due 
diligence to determine what the 
co-op’s future involvement in the 
wireless internet program will 
be, if any. Wireless Data Systems 
is currently preparing a report 
on the JCWiFi infrastructure. 
The report should be completed 
by the end of February 2008. A 
report and possible staff recom¬ 
mendation on further action 
regarding JCWiFi is planned for 
the March 2008 board meeting. 

• Net Metering Policy - The 
board reviewed and adopted a pol¬ 
icy on net metering as requested 
by the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives. A modification 
to Policy 131 was also approved to 
accommodate the new net meter¬ 
ing policy. 

• Communications Plan - The 
CEO updated the board on the 
status of the co-op’s communica¬ 
tions plan. A good discussion 
ensued on ideas for improving 
the communications plan. 

Board Issues 
• Blackhawk Hills Proposal - 
The Board reviewed and ap¬ 
proved a proposal by Blackhawk 
Hills Resource Conservation and 
Development to assist Jo-Carroll 
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Energy with the development of 
the com stover and switch grass 
biomass for the power plant. This 
proposal could bring as much as 
$75,000 in grants to this project 
over a three-year period. 

• Sale of Property - The board 
discussed the sale of co-op real 
property (land). By consensus of 
the board of directors, the issue 
was referred to the Policy Com¬ 
mittee for the development of a 
co-op policy on the sale of land. 

• Capital Credits Seminar - A 
capital credits seminar for the di¬ 
rectors was discussed. A meeting 
time in April is being planned. 
Mike Bunney, CFC Regional Vice 
President, plans to facilitate the 
seminar. 

• Cooperative Research Net¬ 
work (CRN) Issue - The board 
discussed an issue involving the 
Cooperative Research Network, 
the electric research arm of the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA). The CRN 
has historically been funded by dues 
from co-ops who were members 
of the CRN. The CRN has now 
been folded into the NRECA and 
its costs are part of the NRECAs 
overall dues. Jo-Carroll Energy staff 
supports the mission of the CRN 
and values the reports received 
from the CRN. 

• Mid-America Cooperative 
Council Membership — The board 
considered and approved an invi¬ 

tation to join the Mid-America 
Cooperative Council. This group 
sponsors director training and 
other activities. 

• NRECA 2008 Legislative 
Conference — Attendance at the 
NRECA 2008 Legislative Con¬ 
ference was discussed. 

• Voting Representative at 
the ICWCG and RSI Annual 
Meetings - The board selected 
Hastings to represent Jo-Car- 
roll Energy at the 2008 Annual 
Meetings of the Illinois Coop¬ 
erative Workers Compensation 
Group (ICWCG) and Rochdale 
Services, Inc. (RSI). These two 
companies assist the Illinois elec¬ 
tric and telephone cooperatives 
with the placement of workers 
compensation insurance. 

• Approval of Work Orders 
and Special Equipment - The 
board approved the 2007 work 
orders and special equipment 
listing. An independent engi¬ 
neering firm will review the work 
orders this spring. 

• Jo-Daviess Conservation 
Foundation Membership - The 
board approved Jo-Carroll Energy 
joining the Jo-Daviess Conserva¬ 
tion Foundation as a member. 

Legal Update 
The board went into executive 

session at 12:50 p.m. by consen¬ 
sus to review legal issues pending 
for the Cooperative. The board 

came out of executive session at 
1:20 p.m. by consensus. 

Reports 
• Volunteers and others assisting 
with the 2008 Special Olympics 
reported on those events. 

• Attendees at the Mid-America 
Cooperative Council course on 
Cooperative Governance and 
Finance (Lundy and Senn) re¬ 
ported on that meeting. 

• Attendees of the Dairyland 
District Meeting in Decorah, 
Iowa reported on that meeting. 

• Stadel and Simpson reported 
on the recent meeting of the 
Jo-Daviess County Leadership 
Forum. 

Upcoming Meetings 
Meetings were scheduled for 

the Policy Committee, Annual 
Meeting Planning Committee and 
Ricke retirement dinner. Board 
meeting dates were selected for 
September 2008 (if needed) and 
December 2008. 

Other Business 
The board received and reviewed a 
strategic planning timeline spread¬ 
sheet developed by Simpson. 

Adjournment 
There being no further busi¬ 

ness to come before the meeting, 
a motion was made by Stadel 
that was seconded by Senn and 
carried unanimously to adjourn 
the meeting at 1:40 p.m. 

Check your 
May billing 

; '' A* " ■ \ // for an insert 
<7 with a special 

announcement! 4 r A - 
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Julie, Inc. Launches 811 “Call Before You 
Dig” Number to Help Save Lives and Protect 

Underground Infrastructure 
JULIE, Inc., also known as the 

Illinois One'Call System, re- 
cently announced the launch of 
a new national 811 “Call Before 
You Dig” number to help prevent 
homeowners and professional exca¬ 
vators from damaging underground 
utility lines while digging and caus¬ 
ing injury or service outages. 

“Knowing where utility lines are 
buried before each digging project 
helps protect those who dig from 
injury, expense and penalties,” said 
Mark Frost, Executive Director of 
JULIE, Inc. “One easy phone call 
to 811 will get the approximate lo¬ 
cation of underground utility lines 
marked for free.” 

In addition to JULIE’s existing 
telephone number 1-800-892- 
0123, 811 is a new FCC designated 
national N-l 1 number that will 
assist excavators with reaching the 
one-call center. This quick and 
efficient one-call service will notify 
the appropriate member utilities, 
who then send locators or locate 
technicians to the requested site to 
mark underground lines for free. 

Know what’s bdOW. 
Call before you dig. 

“Safe digging is no accident. 
Regardless of the project size or 
depth, always call 811 before you 
dig,” Frost continued. “Call center 
representatives at JULIE are avail¬ 
able to receive and process calls 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.” 

Safety Tips 
Today, more member utility 

companies that supply power, gas, 
water and telecommunications are 
delivering these services under- 

! ground. The following are a few 
safety tips when planning outdoor 
projects: 

• Call JULIE (simply call 811 
or 1-800-892-0123) before 
you dig; 

• Wait the required amount of 
time (two working days); 

• Respect the marks; and 
• Dig with care. 

Types of Outdoor Projects 
For homeowners or contractors 

considering any improvements or 
repairs, following a few precau¬ 
tions can help avoid a painful and 

j costly accident. Common exam¬ 
ples of homeowner projects that 
require a call to JULIE before dig¬ 
ging include putting up a fence; 
installing a swing set, a mail box 
post or water feature such as a 
pool, pond or fountain; building 
a deck or room addition; prepar¬ 
ing a new garden area; or planting 
trees, bushes or shrubs. 

JULIE, Inc. is a not-for-profit 
corporation that serves as a 
notification service for under¬ 
ground facility owners, taking 
information about planned ex¬ 
cavations and distributing this 
information to its membership. 
It is then the responsibility of 
each facility owner to mark the 
location of their underground 
facilities at the excavation site. 

JULIE neither owns nor marks 
any underground facilities. Es¬ 
tablished in 1974, JULIE rep¬ 
resents more than 1,700 utility 
members. For a copy of JULIE’s 
Homeowner’s Guide with addi¬ 
tional safety tips, including the 
meaning of the different color 
flags and marks used by each 
utility locator type, visit www. 
illinoislcall.com. 



Investing in our 
Communities 

Office hours 
Elizabeth Office 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Savanna Office 

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Both Offices 

Monday - Friday 

800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 

800-927-5254 

Jo-Carroll Energy • Elizabeth, Illinois * 800-858-5522 * www.jocarroll.com 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

s spring turns to summer new 

graduates are celebrating and area 

towns are gearing up for their summer- 

time activities. Please plan to partici¬ 

pate in these activities - it’s a great way 

to enjoy our region and our people. 

Jo-Carroll Energy believes in investing 

in our communities and emphasizes 

programs geared towards children and 

young adults. We support our youth 

because they are our future leaders, 

workers and member/owners. 

This year, Jo-Carroll Energy expanded 

two of its youth-oriented programs. One 

of the most exciting developments was 

an increase in the number of scholar¬ 

ships awarded to graduating seniors. In 

the past, the cooperative has given two 

$500 scholarships to graduating seniors 

in the service area. This year we are 

proud to present scholarships to two stu¬ 
dents from both Jo Daviess and Carroll 

counties and one from Whiteside Coun¬ 

ty. The scholarships are awarded based 

on academic performance, school and 

community involvement, goals and an 

understanding of electric cooperatives. 

Also expanded was the Youth to Wash¬ 

ington program with the selection of 

not one but two students to represent 

the cooperative on a weeklong, all-ex- 

pense-paid trip to Washington, D.C. 

The program, designed for high school 

sophomores or juniors, promotes civic 

awareness and leadership. Students 

learn firsthand about our federal gov¬ 

ernment, tour national landmarks and 

learn more about rural electrification 

and cooperatives. 

We continue to support local 4-H 

programs as well as Farm Safety Day 

activities and other youth-oriented 

programs. 

As an active member of our communi¬ 

ties, the scope of Jo-Carroll’s involve¬ 

ment goes beyond our youth programs. 

The cooperative has been involved in 

the planning for two upcoming events 

set for June. 

The cooperative is an active sponsor 

and participant in the upcoming Green 

Fair to be held June 27 and 28 at High¬ 

land Community College West in Eliz¬ 

abeth. The fair will feature exhibitors, 

presentations and panel discussions 

on topics including energy efficiency, 

green building techniques and more. 

When the Galena/Jo Daviess County 

History Museum needed information 

for a new exhibit on rural electrifica¬ 
tion, Jo-Carroll Energy was pleased to 

help. Representatives provided historic 

photographs and documents as well as 

their time to construct a replica of early 

power lines. You can learn more about 

rural electrification in northwestern 

Illinois and Jo-Carroll's role as the local 

REA when this exciting exhibit opens 

June 15. 

Take some time to become involved in 

these or the many other summer events 

and activities planned for this area. 

Have a great summer! 

■^r 
-r 
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Learn to “Go Green” 
Did you know that there is 10,000 

times more sunlight than we 

need to meet 100 percent of our en¬ 

ergy needs? 

—Scientist Ray Kurtzweil, (www. 

thingsthatmakeyougogreen.com) 

The question facing us all is how 

to access the range of energy op¬ 

tions available such as solar, water 

and wind energy. Learn how to 

“go green” on energy and more at 

“Green Fair 2008: Ideas &. Products 

for Your Home and Office.” 

Numerous organizations in the 

Jo Daviess and Carroll counties 

area are teaming up to host the 

Green Fair. The fair will feature 

exhibitors, presentations and panel 

discussions on topics including 

energy efficiency, green building 

techniques, local and organic foods, 

sustainable living and earth friend¬ 

ly lawn care. 

When and where 

Activities for this event will be 

held at Highland Community Col¬ 

lege West on U.S. 20 in Elizabeth, 

IL, on Friday, June 27, from 3 to 7 

p.m. and Saturday, June 28, from 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Adults enjoy the festivities for 

$5, youth ages 8 to 17 for $2, and 

children under the age of 8 are ad¬ 

mitted free. A reusable paper tote 

bag made from recycled materials 

will be provided with admission. 

Speakers 

A partial list of speakers for the 

Green Fair includes KeeKee Pre¬ 

gracke discussing “Past, Present, and 

Future of Living Lands & Waters,” 

presenters from Smart Energy De¬ 

sign Assistance Center, Center for 

Sustainable Community and more. 

Come see the Enviroscape on 

Friday and discuss your homes wa¬ 

tershed with John Church, natural 

resource educator. He will give pre¬ 

sentations about composting and 

rain gardens on Saturday. 

Dena Eakles, founder of Echo Val¬ 

ley Farm of Ontario, WI, will speak 

about sustainable living, how it hon¬ 

ors the generations that have gone 

before us and respects those that will 

follow. “Small efforts unite us and 

bring positive change,” she says. 

Wes Slaymaker, EcoEnergy LLC, 

will discuss wind development in 

northern Illinois, and City of Ga¬ 

lena Engineer Andy Lewis will give 

tips on saving energy in your own 

home. Mary Blackmore from the 

Audubon Society will talk about 

how locally produced foods promote 

ecological health and rural revi¬ 

talization. Dale Balder, Heavenly 

Winds LLC, will give insight on 

reducing your electric and gas bills 

with solar and wind energy. 

Cory Ritterbusch, Prairie Works, 

will speak on the environmental 

and cost benefits of native landscap¬ 

ing. Prairie Works specializes in 

native landscaping and prairie/wet- 

land/woodland restoration. 

A full speaker schedule will be 

publicized in advance. All presenta¬ 

tions will be given at Highland Com¬ 

munity College West in Elizabeth. 

Keynote speaker and dinner 

A reception dinner will be held 

Friday, June 27, at 7 p.m. with key¬ 

note speaker Mayor Roy Buol of 

Dubuque, Iowa. Buol is nationally 

recognized as a green mayor, and 

since 2006 he has helped facilitate 

Dubuque’s designation as a Green 

Community. His presentation, 

“Sustainable Cities: Viable, Liv¬ 

able, and Equitable,” will begin at 

8 p.m. Contact the University of 

Illinois Extension, 815-244-9444 to 

make reservations. The dinner fee 

is $25.00 per person and includes 

locally produced wines provided by 

the Northern Illinois Wine Grow¬ 

ers Group. 

Children’s activities 

Many youth activities will be of¬ 

fered that may appeal to adults, too. 

Experience a backyard wildlife hab¬ 

itat, interact with worms and learn 

how they make compost out of 

kitchen scraps. Take a ride on the 

energy bicycle and participate in 

the Trash-to-Treasure Art Activities 

including “trashy” carnival games. 

Play Spin-the-Recyclable-Bottle, 

and don’t forget to have your face 

painted with environmental and 

nature designs. Most of these ac¬ 

tivities are free and will be offered 

throughout the fair. Some will be 

offered at specific times and have a 

small charge. 

Sponsors 

Sponsors of the event include 

Baranski Hammer Moretta and 

Sheehy Architecture, Blackhawk 

Hills Resource Conservation and 

Development, Carroll County 

Economic Development Corpora¬ 

tion, Conservation Guardians 

of Northwest Illinois, Galena/Jo 

Daviess County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, Galena Territory 

Association, Illinois Clean Energy 

Community Foundation, Jo Daviess 

County Office of Economic Devel¬ 

opment, Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation, Jo-Carroll Energy, Jo- 

Carroll Solid Waste Agency, Prairie 

Works, University of Illinois Exten¬ 

sion and Wild Birds Unlimited. 

For Green Fair details, to be a 

sponsor or have an exhibit table, 

contact Maggie Friedenbach at the 

University of Illinois Extension, 

815-244-9444. For visitor informa¬ 
tion, call 877-444-5850, or go to 

www.galena.org. 

Other events taking place the 

same weekend in Elizabeth include 

Fort Days, where guests will have 

the opportunity to experience his¬ 

tory at the Apple River Fort, and 

The Gathering of Elizabeths on 

Saturday, June 28. For more infor¬ 

mation about these activities in 

Elizabeth, IL and the historic Apple 

River Fort, visit www.mosteliza- 

beths.com or www.appleriverfort.org 
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Ways to Keep 

This Summer 
The countdown is on! It’s time 

to get prepared for summer fun 
and making memories that will last 
a lifetime. As your family gets ready 
for swimming, camping, ballgames, 
trips to the park and other outdoor 
adventures, be sure to keep safety in 
your plans. 

• Stay away from electrical 
equipment on the ground and over¬ 
head. Never climb a utility pole or 
tower. Don’t play on or around pad- 
mounted electrical equipment. 
• Never climb trees near power 
lines. Even if the power lines aren't 
touching the tree, they could 
touch when more weight is added 
to the branch. 
• Fly kites and model airplanes 
safely away from trees and overhead 
power lines. If a kite gets tangled in 
a tree that’s near power lines, don’t 
climh up to get it. Contact Jo-Car- 
roll Energy for assistance. 
• Never go into an electric sub¬ 
station. Electric substations contain 
high-voltage equipment, which 
can kill you. Don’t retrieve a toy or 
rescue a pet that goes inside. Call 
Jo-Carroll Energy instead. 
• Look up and around you. Al¬ 
ways be aware of the location of 
power lines, particularly when using 
long metal tools like ladders and 
pool skimmers. 
• Water and electricity never 
mix! Keep electronics like radios 
away from pools and hot tubs, and 
watch for overhead power lines 
when cleaning pools, sailing or fish¬ 
ing. Never install pools underneath 
or near power lines. 
• Use outdoor outlets with 
weatherproof covers and ground 

fault circuit interrupters (GFCI) to 
prevent shocks and injuries. Use 
portable GFCIs for outdoor outlets 
that don’t have them. 
• Keep electrical appliances and 
tools at least 10 feet away from 
pools, ponds and wet surfaces. 
“Electricity and water are a danger¬ 
ous combination,” warns Jo-Carroll 
Energy Vice President of Engineer¬ 
ing and Operations Kyle Buros. “Re¬ 
mind children and family members 
about the danger of using electrical 
appliances in wet areas — even wet 
grass can create a hazard.” 
• Check extension cords careful¬ 
ly for exposed wires; make sure they 
are in good shape and not frayed or 
cracked. Use only extension cords 

that are rated and marked for out¬ 
door use, and are large enough to 
handle the current needed for the 
device you are using. 
• Check that the prongs on an ex¬ 
tension cord plugs are clean, not bro¬ 
ken or bent. Make sure the ground 
prong is intact in a three-prong plug, 
and avoid use of adapters. 

“Remember, accidents and injuries 

are unexpected,” adds Buros “Be 
prepared and proactive to make 
sure your family has great memories 
this summer.” aaanQ 

For more information on electrical 
safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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New faces at Jo-Carroll Energy 
Jo-Carroll Energy welcomed 

several new employees during 

the months of April and May. 

Four employees joined Jo-Cat' 

roll Energy’s natural gas service. 

Robert Houzenga and Kevin 

Reusch are both new gas techni¬ 

cians, and Patrick Anderson and 

Michael Kussmaul are apprentice 

gas technicians. 

Cindy Price is the newest billing 

services representative in Jo-Car- 

roll Energy’s office. 

Heidi Weber was named the new 

member services manager. Peggy 

Francomb is the communication 

specialist. 

;;; 

Patrick Anderson Peggy Francomb Robert Houzenga Michael Kussmaul 

Cindy Price Kevin Reusch Heidi Weber 

Don't Forget 
Fathers Day 

is June 15th 
o/o 
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Luke Harris of East Dubuque 
and Ethan Baisden of Savanna 

will travel to Washington, D.C. in 
June as Jo-Carroll Energy’s repre- 
sentatives in the annual “Youth to 
Washington” program. 

The two were selected from four 
finalists representing high schools 
in Jo-Carroll Energy’s service area of 
Jo Daviess, Carroll and Whiteside 
counties and who are the sons or 
daughters of a cooperative member. 

Harris, a junior at East Dubuque, 
is active in several extra-curricm 
lar activities and sports including 
football, basketball, track, Aca¬ 
demic Bowl, band and the NUIC 
Sportsmanship Summit. He is also 
a member of his school’s WYSE and 
Tech Trek teams. He has served as 
captain on both the football and 
academic bowl teams and has re¬ 
ceived numerous sports awards. 

Baisden, a sophomore at West 
Carroll High School, is also in¬ 
volved in many school and com¬ 
munity activities. A member of the 
student council and sophomore 
class president, he also has served 

Luke Harris 

as FFA treasurer and JV vice presi¬ 
dent. A member of band and cho¬ 
rus, he has received several medals 
for those activities. He is also active 
in sports, his church youth group 
and has volunteered for the local 
Moose Lodge. 

Baisden and Harris will get an 
up-close look at government on 
the all-expenses-paid trip to the 
nation’s capitol June 13-20. During 
the week the students will have 
the opportunity to meet senators 

Ethan Baisden 

and congressmen, visit historically 
significant national sites and me¬ 
morials, ride a riverboat down the 
Potomac, tour the Royal Embassy 
of Saudi Arabia and visit the Su¬ 
preme Court. 

Allison DeWeerdt, a sophomore 
at Fulton High School, and Audrey 
Woodward, a sophomore at East 
Dubuque High School, were also 
finalists. 

Jo-Carroll Energy 

793 US. Route 20 West • RO. Box 390 
Elizabeth, Illinois 61028'0390 



Wired—Rural Electrification in Northwestern Illinois 
Visitors to the Galena/Jo Da¬ 

viess County History Museum 

can learn the story of rural elec¬ 

trification through “Wired—Rural 

Electrification in Northwestern 

Illinois,” a new exhibit, in coopera¬ 

tion with Jo-Carroll Energy, that 

opens to the public on June 15. 

The exhibit features early re¬ 

cords, images and stories of how 

electricity came to the rural areas 

of Jo Daviess and Carroll counties. 

“The focus will be on electricity 

coming to the farms in the area and 

how it revolutionized life there,” 

said Merrilee Lee, the museum’s 

assistant director. 

What started as a temporary 

donation of electric meters has 

become a full exhibit at the history 

museum that will tell the story of 

rural electrification. “We wanted to 

tell the larger story,” said Lee, “and 

that’s where Jo-Carroll fits in and 

its history as the REA in the area.” 

Lee, museum director Nancy 

Breed and curator Alice Toebaas 

researched the story of electricity 

in the county with assistance from 

Jesse Shekleton, line superinten¬ 

dent and safety coordinator of Jo- 

Carroll Energy. Shekleton supplied 

old photographs, news clippings 

and records for the display. 

Statistics from the early 1930s, 

prior to the New Deal and the 

Rural Electrification Administra¬ 

tion (REA), show that while 90 

percent of the homes in cities and 

towns had electricity only 10 per¬ 

cent of the farms did, Lee pointed 

out. In 1928, only 23 percent of Jo 

Daviess county farms had electric¬ 

ity. With today’s life so dependent 

on electricity, it is easy to forget 

that less than 70 years ago life was 

very different in rural America. 

Then came President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, the New Deal and the 

establishment of the REA. The 

face of everyday life was changed 

by electricity. 

“One of the goals of the REA was 

to help spur the economy through 

farm production,” Lee noted. “Along 

with that was a whole new market 

that needed electric washers, stoves 

and electric motors.” 

In the 12 months following the 

start of an REA, the use of items 

such as irons and radios increased 

to 83 percent of rural consumers 

and boosted sales of other applianc¬ 

es such as washing machines, vacu¬ 

ums, toasters, refrigerators, water 

Jeremy Werner, a journeyman line worker from Jo-Carroll 
Energy, works on a replica of early electric lines for a new 
exhibit, “Wired—Rural Electrification in Northwestern 
Illinois,” at the Galena/Jo Daviess County History Museum 
in Galena. 
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pumps and electric motors—things 
we commonly take for granted. 
“Farmers discovered many uses for 
electricity on the farm,” reads the 
display. “From milking the cows to 
preserving food, electricity is the 
farmhand that pays for itself.” 

The story of electrihcation in 
Jo Daviess County, and Galena, is 
told through historic documents, 
pictures and a display constructed 
hy Jo-Carroll Energy employees. 
Along with information about the 
establishment and grassroots efforts 
of REAs, the exhibit documents 
the beginnings of Jo-Carroll and 
its first meeting on March 21, 1939. 
Less than two years later, more 
than 500 farms, businesses, schools 
and churches had joined the coop¬ 
erative. 

Shekelton and Jeremy Werner, 

journeyman line worker, have 
constructed a replica showing 
how early electric lines were set 
up, using retired poles that were 
actually in use 60 years ago along 
with insulators, a transformer and 
rope blocks. The authentic ver¬ 
sion stands approximately nine feet 
high and offers the opportunity to 
walk beneath power lines that are 
normally 30 feet in the air for an up 
close look at the old-style construc¬ 
tion. 

Another part of the exhibit 
put together by Shekleton shows 
the evolution of line materials 
including insulators, live line tools 
(hot sticks) and meters from old 
mechanical types to the modern 
day solid state digital style. The 
display illustrates how the industry 
is increasing safety margins by 

discontinuing the use of wooden 
tools and implementing newer, 
safer and stronger fiber glass tools, 
Shekleton noted. 

Safety aspects also are featured 
in gear worn hy a mannequin that 
portrays a modern-day line worker. 
Dressed in ARC-rated clothing, 
hard hat, safety glasses, safety- 
toed boots, climbing belt and pole 
gaffs (climbers), the line worker 
also wears 20,000 volt rated rub¬ 
ber gloves and sleeves currently 
used throughout the industry. An 
antiquated set of climbing gear is 
displayed to compare today’s gear 
with old. 

“Wired” is setup in the museum’s 
temporary exhibit room, and will 
be on display for a year. Located at 
211 S. Bench Street in Galena, the 
museum is open seven days a week 

Accountability 
You hold us accountable. As a Touchstone Energy 

Cooperative, we are accountable to you, our members. 

After all, you own this cooperative. 

)0< 
Touchstone Energy" 

The power of human connections 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • March 26, 2008 

The regular board meeting of Jo-Carroll 
Energy, Inc. was held at the Cooperative 
office at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 
26, 2008. Board members and others pres¬ 
ent were: Jack Janssen, Tom Lundy, Joe 
Mattingley, Chris Stadel, Marcy Stanger, 
Pat Smith, Marty Werner, Dave Senn, 
recording secretary Dorothy Young, Presi¬ 
dent and CEO Michael Hastings, and staff 
members John Cox, Kyle Buros, Patrick 
Keleher, Karen Hirsch and Richard Lari- 
more. Leonard Ricke, Dairyland Power 
Cooperative board member, was present at 
the beginning of the meeting and through 
his Dairyland Power Cooperative report. 
• The agenda was approved. 
• The consent agenda items were ap¬ 
proved, including a review of the monthly 
safety meeting minutes. 
Chairman’s Report 

Chairman Mattingley commented on 
how Jo-Carroll Energy’s strategic plan was 
being implemented; many items on the 
agenda come directly from the strategic 
plan. He also thanked staff for the devel¬ 
opment of board member talking points 
relating to energy conservation and ef¬ 
ficiency. 
Dairyland Report 

A written report prepared by Ricke 
from Dairyland for directors was received. 
Ricke answered questions from directors 
concerning Dairyland Power Cooperative 
activities. 
Strategic Activity 
• Smith presented the monthly board 
policy 111 - Capital Management. The 
board approved the policy as presented. 
• Smith presented a new proposed policy 
concerning the co-op’s sale of real property 
(land). The policy covers the procedure 
the co-op will follow when selling tracts of 
property that it owns. The new policy was 
approved as presented. 
• Smith presented a proposed revision to 
Policy 104 - Attendance at Meetings by Di¬ 
rectors. The proposed revisions address board 
member attendance at city council, chamber 
of commerce and civic club meetings. The 
board approved the policy as amended. 
• Smith presented a proposed revision to 
Policy 105 - Director’s Compensation and 
Benefits. The proposed revisions cover the 
way per diem payments are handled when 
directors attend city council, chamber of 
commerce and civic club meetings. The 
board approved the policy as amended. 
• Smith presented a proposed revision to 
Policy 114 - Contributions and Donations. 
The proposed revisions cover changes to 
the policy now that Jo-Carroll Energy is 
receiving such a greater number of requests 
for contributions and donations. The 
proposed revisions also address limitations 
on the co-op providing contributions and 
donations. The board approved the policy 
as amended. 
• Lundy provided a report from the 
Annual Meeting Planning Committee’s 
recent meeting. 
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CEO’s Report 

• Financial Operating Report - The CEO 
reported on the financial performance of 
the co-op through February 2008. The 
February 2008 financial operating report 
was approved. 
• Dairyland Update - The CEO reported 
on recent matters involving Dairyland Power 
Cooperative. These included Dairyland’s 
right of first refusal concerning new power 
supply agreements Jo-Carroll Energy is able to 
negotiate, Dairyland’s communications with 
Jo-Carroll Energy concerning the renewable 
biomass plant being developed by the co-op, 
Dairyland’s decision not to provide Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy with a power supply proposal, and 
Dairyland’s strategic planning process. 
• Alliant Energy Charges Update - The 
CEO reported on the co-op’s efforts to 
assist Alliant Energy in returning its over- 
collection of fuel adjustment charges and 
former manufactured gas plant charges to 
its former customers (now Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy members). 
• Power Supply Update -The CEO re¬ 
ported on the current negotiations for 
future power supply arrangements for Jo- 
Carroll’s new service area. The current 
agreement with Alliant Energy ends on 
June 30, 2009. The co-op is very close to 
a final power supply proposal with Alliant 
Energy. 
• Biomass Plant Update - The CEO up¬ 
dated the board on the renewable biomass 
power plant. The owners engineering 
firm, Worley Parsons, continues to work on 
engineering plans and budget numbers for 
the project. Meetings continue regarding 
wood, corn stover and switch grass fuel 
supply. Meetings have been scheduled 
with potential partners in the biomass 
plant. Soil borings at the site have been 
completed. Studies with the Midwest 
Independent System Operator (MISO) are 
underway - these studies have to do with 
the interconnection of the power plant to 
the electric transmission grid. 
• JCWIFI Update - The CEO reported 
on the status of the JCWiFi program in 
conjunction with Computer Dynamics. 
Co-op staff is working with Computer Dy¬ 
namics on the future business arrangement 
between the parties. The hoard approved 
the retention of Wireless Data Systems, 
Inc., to assist the co-op with wireless com¬ 
munications design. 
• Member Services Position - Budget 
Variance - The CEO presented a proposed 
budget variance concerning a new member 
services position at the co-op. The board 
approved the budget variance request. 
• Communications Position - The CEO 
reported on the progress being made to fill 
the communications position at the co-op. 
• Report on Disconnects - Hirsch reported 
on the co-op’s recent disconnect cycle and 
some of the issues associated with the process. 
Board Issues 
• Membership in the Northwest Illinois 
Forestry Association - The Board re¬ 

viewed and approved membership in the 
Northwest Illinois Forestry Association. 
• Capital Credits Seminar - The board 
discussed the upcoming capital credits 
seminar scheduled for April 7, 2008. Mike 
Bunney, CFC Regional Vice President, 
will facilitate the seminar. 
• Alliant Energy Power Supply Proposal 
- A power supply proposal from Alliant En¬ 
ergy was presented to the board for review. 
The board approved the proposal with 
specific authorization for Jo-Carroll Energy 
management to resolve the remaining 
outstanding issues concerning the proposal 
with Alliant Energy. The proposal will be 
forwarded to Dairyland Power Cooperative 
for its right of first refusal review. 
• IPEA / ProLiance Natural Gas Agree¬ 
ments - The board approved separate 
agreements with the Illinois Public Energy 
Agency (IPEA) and ProLiance Energy, 
EEC (ProLiance). These two entities will 
assist the co-op with the new natural gas 
business. Areas that the agreements cover 
include the purchase of the natural gas 
supply, storage of natural gas, transport of 
natural gas on the interstate gas pipelines, 
scheduling of natural gas and other mat¬ 
ters. Rock Energy and a number of Illinois 
municipal natural gas utilities have similar 
agreements with the IPEA and ProLiance 
for these services. 
• National Renewable Cooperative Or¬ 
ganization - The board approved Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy joining a national renewable 
cooperative organization (NRCO) that 
is being formed by a number of G&T and 
independent distribution co-ops in the 
United States. The NRCO will assist 
co-ops nationwide with renewable energy 
generation options and projects. 
Legal Update 

The board went into executive session 
at 1:37 p.m. to review legal issues pending 
for the Cooperative. The board came out 
of executive session at 1:54 p.m. 
Reports 
• Attendees at the 2008 NRECA Annual 
Meeting in Anaheim, California reported 
on that event. 
• Stanger reported on her attendance 
at the 2008 National Rural Telecommu¬ 
nications Cooperative (NRTC) Annual 
Meeting held in Anaheim, California, in 
conjunction with the 2008 NRECA An¬ 
nual Meeting. 
• Attendees at a recent NRECA strate¬ 
gic planning course held at the AIEC in 
Springfield reported on that course. 
• Stadel reported on his attendance at 
the March Dairyland Power Cooperative 
board meeting and the 2008 Leadership 
Forum. 
Other Business 
Janssen provided a report on a recent 
conversation held with a member in the 
Albany, Illinois area. 
Adjournment 

The board meeting was adjourned at 
2:30 p.m. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

Jo-Carroll Energy is pleased to an¬ 
nounce its signing of a new power 

supply agreement with Interstate Pow¬ 
er and Light Company (IPL). The term 
of this agreement is for a minimum of 
10 years, beginning June 1, 2008. 

Jo-Carroll Energy acquired the Il¬ 
linois service area of IPL on February 
6, 2007. As part of that transaction, 
IPL agreed to provide electricity to 
Jo-Carroll Energy for a relatively short 
period of time. We are pleased to en¬ 
ter into a longer-term electric supply 
agreement with IPL. This agreement 
is the culmination of more than two 
years of work by your Cooperative in 
securing a longer-term agreement for 
power supply in a brutal power supply 
market. Jo-Carroll Energy carefully 
reviewed a number of options. We 
believe the IPL agreement is the best 
available for Jo-Carroll Energy in the 
electricity marketplace today. 

The new IPL power supply agree¬ 
ment allows Jo-Carroll Energy to 
continue to pursue other programs 
that are vital in this time of dramatic 
energy cost increases. 

For example, the new IPL power 
supply agreement allows your Coop¬ 
erative to continue with its aggressive 
energy efficiency and conservation 
programs. Jo-Carroll Energy will be 
providing you with seminars, work¬ 
shops, web-based tools and other 
information to help you make the wis¬ 
est use of energy possible and to save 
money at the same time. 

An additional feature that the IPL 
power supply agreement provides is 
the ability of Jo-Carroll Energy to 
develop new demand-side electricity 

management programs that will ulti¬ 
mately provide additional choices for 
members and new ways to save energy 
dollars. These new programs are al¬ 
ready under development at Jo-Carroll 
Energy now that the agreement has 
been signed. 

Finally, the new IPL power supply 
agreement allows Jo-Carroll Energy to 
continue with the development of the 
renewable energy biomass power plant 
in Carroll County. We believe that 
this project will be an important part 
of the solution to Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
future power supply needs. 

Jo-Carroll still has an agreement 
with Dairyland Power Cooperative to 
supply about 20 percent of the elec¬ 
tricity for the Cooperative system as a 
whole. We believe that having more 
than one power supplier helps hedge 
against cost issues developing at one 
power supply provider. 

Energy costs are definitely on the 
rise! Every trip to the gas station 
reminds us of this. Gas prices have 
doubled in two years. Natural gas 
and propane, which historically drop 
in price this time of year, haven’t 
dropped in price this year. IPL’s costs 
are on the rise, just like the costs for 
all electric utilities. So, there is no 
“magic bullet” to the power cost prob¬ 
lem faced by all of us. 

However, having a reliable and 
reasonably-priced power supply today 
helps us plan for the future and is part 
of the answer for your future electric 
power supply needs. We are pleased 
to provide this on your behalf as we 
continue to aggressively pursue your 
future power supply needs. 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
One of the most important 

principles of today’s cooper¬ 
atives is the democratic election 
process. Members, who own the 
cooperative, control it through 
the election of directors repre¬ 
senting their interests on the 
cooperative’s board of directors. 

Jo-Carroll Energy is divided 
into nine districts, each served 
by a director elected by the 
members through an election 
by mail. These directors serve 
three-year terms. 

In preparation for the upcom¬ 
ing board elections, a nominat¬ 

ing committee of Jo-Carroll 
members was established. 
Nominees who appear on the 
ballot are chosen by the nomi¬ 
nating committee. 

The committee met at the 
cooperative headquarters in 
Elizabeth on June 12. Directors 
to be elected this year are from 
Districts, 3, 6, 7 and 9. 

Prior to the annual meeting, 
to be held Saturday, Sept. 13, a 
special mailing is sent to mem¬ 
bers to elect directors. Based on 
the one member-one vote con¬ 
cept, only members who receive 

electric or natural gas service 
in the district may vote for the 
director from their district. 
Only members who reside in 
the districts in which elections 
are being held this year will re¬ 
ceive ballots. Members in those 
districts should carefully review 
the material and promptly re¬ 
turn their completed ballots to 
Jo-Carroll Energy by 4 p.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 12, 2008. 

Candidate profiles will appear 
in the August Center Section. 

Members of the 2008 Nominating Committee 

DISTRICT 3 - 
(Incumbent: Marcia M. Stanger) 
William Cooper, 12A49 Wash¬ 
ington Dr., Apple River, IE 
61001 

Stanley Cox, 4693 N. Broadway 
Rd., Apple River, IE 61001 

Richard Reusch, 6998 S Der- 
inda Rd., Elizabeth, IE 61028 

DISTRICT 6 - 
(Incumbent: Thomas F. Lundy) 
Kevin Foley, 11464 Oakton 
Rd., Savanna, IE 61074 

David Hanson, 318 Washing¬ 
ton, Savanna, IE 61074 

Larry Messmer, 18161 IE Route 
84, Savanna, IE 61074 

DISTRICT 7 - 
(Incumbent: David H. Senn) 
Gerard Morhardt, 13446A 
West Point Rd., Mt. Carroll, IE 
61053 

Dennis Green, 13385 West 
Point Rd., Mt. Carroll, IE 
61053 

James Dykema, 411 South Car- 
roll St., Mt. Carroll, IE 61053 

DISTRICT 9 - 
(Incumbent: John W. Janssen) 
Howard Kennedy, P.O. Box 

125, Chadwick, IE 61041 
Marcia Smith, P.O. Box 72, 

Erie, IE 61250 
Gary R. Price, 1104 S. Bluff 
St., Albany, IE 61230 

V 

Jo-Carroll Energy 

793 U.S. Route 20 West • P.O. Box 390 
Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 
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Results of the Nominating 
Committee Meeting 
Candidates for election are: 

District 3 
(Incumbent: Marcia M. Stanger) 
Marcia M. Stanger, 13A17 Rawhide Court, 
Apple River, IL 61001 

Raymie Diestelmeier, 4602 S. Derinda Road, 
Elizabeth 61028 

Jerry Misek, 3093 E. Skene Road, Elizabeth, 
61028 

District 6 
(Incumbent: Thomas F. Lundy ) 
Thomas F. Lundy, 17861 Airhart Rd., Savan¬ 
na, IL 61074 

Paul Hartman, 8 Elm St., Savanna, IL 61074 
Kurt Dreger, 1616 Portland Ave., Savanna, IL 

61074 

District 7 
(Incumbent: David H. Senn) 
David H. Senn, 13575 Westpoint Road, Mt. 
Carroll 61053 

Erik L. Torrison, 10854A Zion Road, Savan¬ 
na, IL 61074 

District 9 
(Incumbent: John W. Janssen) 
John W. Janssen, 3957 Morrison Road, Chad¬ 

wick, IL 61014 
Ronald Lashelle, P.O. Box 6, Albany, IL 61230 
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New Member Services Manager, Heidi Weber 
If you’re out and about at the 

county fairs this summer or 
planning to attend Jo-Carroll 
Energy’s annual meeting later 
this year, chances are you’ll 
meet Jo-Carroll Energy’s new 
Member Services Manager, 
Heidi Weber. 

“As member services manager 
1 handle the member benefits 
program that offers services and 
products the members need and 
want for a better quality of life,” 
she observed. 

“I have worked for member 
organizations, so I understand 
the importance of a member- 
owned cooperative,” Heidi 
noted. “It is important to work 
with members and get to know 
them.” 

“I’m excited to get a new 
line of services and products for 
our members,” she continued, 
alluding to the Connections 
Card program Jo-Carroll is un¬ 
veiling elsewhere in this issue. 
“And I’m excited to get into the 
schools; safety is extremely im¬ 
portant.” 

A native of Chadwick, Heidi 
is no stranger to the area served 
by Jo-Carroll Energy. She grew 
up on the family farm near 
Chadwick, and hopes to some¬ 
day become the fifth-generation 
farm manager. 

A December 2007 graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin- 
Platteville, Heidi earned a B.S. 
degree in communications and 
agri-business with a minor in 
music. While at UWP, she was 

j active in the Pioneer National 
Agri-Marketing Association 
(NAMA) chapter. She was a 
member of the Pioneer NAMA 
team that placed second at the 
NAMA Student Chapter Mar¬ 
keting Competition in Dallas, 
Texas in 2006. Last summer 
Heidi completed an internship 
at the Carroll County Farm Bu¬ 
reau where she helped orches¬ 
trate an Ag in the Classroom 
tractor raffle. 

Heidi has made community 
service a priority in her life. 
“Everyone should be involved in 
their community,” Heidi said. 

A 4-H member for 13 years, 
Heidi’s participation didn’t 
end with her last project as she 
continues working with local 
4-H chapters as a volunteer. “I 
haven’t been able to say no,” 
Heidi said. Her involvement 
was recognized in 2006 when 
she received a “Friend of 4'H” 
award for her assistance at the 
Carroll County fair. 

Heidi also served two years 
as Assistant Coordinator for 
Stateline Farm Rescue, an 

organization that designs and 
instructs training programs for 
emergency providers and agri¬ 
culture workers. 

A “people person,” Heidi 
enjoys spending time with her 
family and friends. She also 
enjoys four-wheeling and plays 
piano and guitar. 

Heidi is excited about her 
new position at Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy. “The work environment is 
really great and the people who 
work here are wonderful,” she 
said. “I like this job because it 
gives me the opportunity to get 
out and talk with people. We 
need to know what our mem¬ 
bers want, what they think and 
what they think needs to be 
changed.” 

New Employees 
Jo-Carroll Energy welcomes two new employees. 

Jesse Schiesl is from Dubuque, Iowa, and is a gradu¬ 
ate of Northwest Iowa Community College (NCC) 
in Sheldon, Iowa, where he completed the Powerline 
Program. He is an apprentice lineworker. 

Billy Meier, from Potosi, Wis., is an apprentice line- 
worker. He is a graduate of Chippewa Valley Techni¬ 
cal School in the Lineworker Program. Jesse Schiesl Billy Meier 
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Lineworkers Practice Pole Top Rescues 
All lineworkers, from ap¬ 

prentice to foremen, at 

Jo-Carroll Energy took part in 

a pole top rescue recertification 

on May 7. The training was 

conducted by Ken Macken, As¬ 

sociation of Illinois Electric Co¬ 

operatives (AEIC) Manager of 

Safety and Loss Control. Jo-Car- 

roll staff observed the training 

as a part of the monthly safety 

meeting in May. 

The pole top rescue repre¬ 

sents the accidental contact of 

a lineworker with an energized 

conductor and his rescue, noted 

Jesse Shekleton, Jo-Carroll En¬ 

ergy line superintendent and 

safety coordinator. 

During the training, a 150- 

pound dummy was suspended 

in a climbing belt, 35 feet in 

the air at the top of a utility 

pole. Time is critical during this 

simulation, and lineworkers are 

timed on their overall perfor¬ 

mance. Timing begins once the 

lineworker calls a Mayday, ask¬ 

ing for someone to contact 911. 

He next puts on his climbing 

belt and pole climbers, ascends 

the pole and safely rescues 

the dummy lowering it to the 

ground using a 50-foot hand line 

(a half-inch rope). Time stops 

once the lineworker has climbed 

back down the pole and knelt 

next to the “victim” ready to 

begin CPR. 

“Timing is important due to 

the window of time before brain 

damage occurs due to lack of 

oxygen,” Shekleton emphasized. 

“Most of our lineworkers com¬ 

pleted the drill in two to four 

minutes.” 

Jo-Carroll Energy requires 

lineworkers be recertified once a 

year with a time of four minutes 

or under. 

“As with all training, the 

pole top rescue is extremely 

important because if the time 

ever arrives when a lineworker 

actually has to perform the 

procedure, we want them to 

be as prepared as possible and 

not even have to think twice 

about what they need to do. 

This could potentially save a 

co-worker’s life, although we 

hope this never happens due to 

other safety measures required 

to prevent such an event from 

A 150-pound dummy is placed 

in preparation for pole top rescue 

training for Jo-Carroll Energy 

lineworkers. 

occurring,” Shekleton said. 

“Jo-Carroll Energy is an 

extremely safety-oriented com¬ 

pany,” he continued. “All the 

employees take safety personally. 

Our goal is to be accident free 

and to also keep in mind the 

public safety.” 

All Jo-Carroll employees take 

part in monthly safety meetings 

designed to provide them with 

the knowledge and practices 

needed to protect themselves 

and the public. 

Another Reason Being a Member of a Co-op Works for You! 
Being a member of a coopera¬ 

tive works for you! And Jo- 

Carroll Energy wants to remind 

you, the member, of all the great 

benefits that come with co-op 

membership. Along with our 

great products and 

services, community 

involvement and 

spearheading of 

economic devel¬ 

opment projects, 

Jo-Carroll Energy is 

pleased to announce 

our newest member-service— 

soon to arrive in your mailbox. 

Jo-Carroll Energy, as a Touch 

stone Energy co-op, will release 

a program called the Co-op 

Connections Card at the end of 

this year. The Co-op Connec¬ 

tions Card is a tool that provides 

our members with a multitude 

of local and national benefits. 

Benefits range from discounts on 

hotel and cruise line 

rates to automotive 

and clothing price 

reductions—and 

valuable pharmacy 

discounts, too. 

The cards can 

be used at any location 

where Co-op Connections Cards 

are taken. There are currently 

more than 120 participating co¬ 

ops across the U. S. with more 

than 8,000 businesses offering 

discounts, and even more be¬ 

ing added every day. With the 

increasing cost of living and 

travel, this card can be used as a 

resource for vacation discounts 

across the nation—and more 

importantly, in your own back¬ 

yard of Illinois. This service is of 

no cost to our members. 

The Co-op Connections 

Card will make its appearance 

just in time for the holiday sea¬ 

son—get a sneak peek of the 

valuable discounts on the Web 

at www.connections.coop. This 

card will be our gift to you, of¬ 

fering you discounts you deserve 

while promoting the patronage 

of local and national businesses. 
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Jo-Carroll supports renewable energy 
In today’s volatile energy 

market and skyrocketing de- 
mand for energy, more and more 
people are looking for their own 
solutions and turning to renew¬ 
able energy sources. In some 
cases, cooperative members may 
be interested in installing their 
own electric power generation 
equipment or “distributed gen¬ 
eration” facilities 

Jo-Carroll Energy supports 
the addition of renewable energy 
projects—solar, wind, digesters— 
and will work with members 
to ensure that their generation 
equipment is installed in a prop¬ 
er and safe manner. 

Distributed generation is 
any small-scale generation used 
to offset the member’s load. 
Devices such as wind turbines, 
photovoltaic cells, fuel cells and 
standby generators are all exam¬ 
ples of distributed generation. 

Jo-Carroll Energy’s guidelines 
and standards for the installa¬ 
tion of distributed generation 
using renewable fuel sources 
emphasize safety, reliability and 
cost fairness to all members. 
The policies provide for con¬ 
sistency and direction on bow 
distributed generation devices 
are connected to the system, 
and also outline the rules and 
regulations that must be fol¬ 
lowed, according to Kyle Buros, 
Jo-Carroll Energy Vice President 
of Engineering and Operations. 

Members may not be aware 
of the many issues involved in 
power interconnection, produc¬ 
tion and delivery. Any member 
who wants to install a distrib¬ 
uted generation facility needs 
to contact Jo-Carroll Energy 
when their planning begins, 
well in advance of the actual 
installation and prior to making 
any connection to the grid. An 
interconnection request must 
be obtained and submitted for 

review along with plans of the 
proposed facility. The coopera¬ 
tive will review and evaluate the 
application, and verify that the 
generator facility can be inter¬ 
connected safely and reliably. 

Safety is a big concern. Not 
knowing a generation system 
is connected or is not properly 
disconnected during an outage 
could be a very dangerous situa¬ 
tion, Buros stressed. 

“Our main concern is 
safety,” Buros said. “When the 
power goes out, we need to 
make sure their system will dis¬ 
connect from our system. We 
also need to make sure their 
generator is not causing power 
quality issues for our other 
members.” 

The review process also will 
ensure that the co-op's facilities 
are adequately sized to handle 
the generation, Buros noted. For 
example, if a member has a 20 

kW wind turbine and their ser¬ 
vice is fed with a 10 kVa trans¬ 
former, it is half the size it needs 
to beA^d IOJB3 

He added that Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy must plan adequate capac¬ 
ity for the days when distributed 
generation systems are not gen¬ 
erating. Not knowing a system is 
there could hamper those plans. 

The cooperative and member 
will work together to: 

• Protect lineworkers from back¬ 
feed on the electrical system 
• Ensure safety of members and 
the general public 
• Ensure fair connection of the 
facility to the grid 
• Protect and minimize pos¬ 
sible damage to power system or 
property 
• Ensure that optimum quality 
and reliability of electric service 
is maintained for all members 
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Jo-Carroll Energy Announces Scholarship Winners 

1) Board of Directors member Vernon Law 
presents Nathan Hartman with a Jo-Car- 
roll Energy Scholarship at the Fulton High 
School awards ceremony. 

2) Jennifer Brinkmeier receives a Jo-Carroll 
Energy scholarship from District 8 director 
Vernon Law. 

3) Kelly Cox receives her Jo-Carroll Energy 
scholarship from District 3 director Marcia 
Stanger 

4) District 7 director David Senn congratu¬ 
lates scholarship winner Josh McLuckie. 

5) District 3 director Marcia Stanger presents 
Tresa Ertmer with a Jo-Carroll Energy 
scholarship. 

Five area high school seniors 
have been awarded $500 

academic scholarships from Jo- 
Carroll Energy. 

The Jo-Carroll Energy Schol¬ 
arships are awarded to outstand¬ 
ing high school seniors, two 
each from Carroll and Jo Daviess 
counties and one from White- 
side County. The winners have 
demonstrated superior scholastic 
performance, school and com¬ 
munity involvement and knowl¬ 
edge of electric cooperatives. 

Carroll County recipients of 
the Jo-Carroll Energy scholar¬ 
ships are Jennifer Brinkmeier 
and Josh McLuckie, both seniors 
at West Carroll High School. 
Brinkmeier is the daughter of 
Brian and Linda Brinkmeier of 
Mt. Carroll. Her plans are to 
pursue a major in anthropology. 
McLuckie is the son of Jim and 
Kim McLuckie of Savanna. He 
plans to pursue a major in civil 
engineering with an emphasis in 
environmental engineering and 

minor in ecology. 
Carroll County scholarships 

were presented by board of di¬ 
rectors members Vernon Law, 
District 8, and David Senn, 
District 7, at the West Carroll 
High School awards ceremony 
on April 30. 

Nathan Hartman, a senior 
at Fulton High School, is the 
recipient in Whiteside County. 
Hartman is the son of Doug and 
Mary Hartman of Fulton. He 
plans to major in chemical engi¬ 
neering with a minor in electri¬ 
cal engineering. 

Hartman was awarded his 
scholarship by Law at the Fulton 
High School awards ceremony 
on May 6. 

Jo Daviess County recipients 
of the Jo-Carroll Energy Schol¬ 
arships are Kelly Cox, a senior 
at Scales Mound High School, 
and Tresa Ertmer, a senior at 
River Ridge High School. Cox 
is the daughter of Boyd and Tri¬ 
sha Cox of Scales Mound. She 

plans to major in dietetics. Ert¬ 
mer is the daughter of Tim and 
Tonya Ertmer of Elizabeth. She 
plans to study Spanish. 

Marcia Stanger, Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy board of directors 
representative from District 3 
presented Cox with her scholar¬ 
ship at the Scales Mound awards 
ceremony on May 8. 

She presented Ertmer with 
her award at the River Ridge 
High School awards ceremony 
on May 23. 

Scholarship applicants were 
judged on the basis of grade 
point average, college entrance 
exam scores, work and volunteer 
experience, school and civic 
activities, a biographical state¬ 
ment, and a short essay dem¬ 
onstrating their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. Scholar¬ 
ships may be used for education¬ 
al costs at any two- or four-year 
accredited college or university, 
including vocational/technical 
schools and lineman’s school. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • July 2008 



Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 

• Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 

• Voluntary and open m
em

bership 

Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • April 23,2008 

The regular board meeting of Jo-Car- 
roll Energy, Inc. was held at the Coopera¬ 
tive office at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 23, 2008. Board members and oth¬ 
ers present were: Jack Janssen, Vernon 
Law, Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Marty 
Werner, Dave Senn, Chris Stadel, Marcy 
Stanger, Pat Smith, Attorney John Cox, 
recording secretary Dorothy Young, Presi¬ 
dent and CEO Michael Hastings, and staff 
members Kyle Buros, Richard Larimore 
and Karen Hirsch. 
• The agenda was approved as modified. 
• The consent agenda items were ap¬ 
proved, including a review of the monthly 
safety meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
• Chairman Mattingley commented on 
the improvements throughout the entire 
system were underway pursuant to the 
planning done by staff. Jo-Carroll Ener¬ 
gy’s strategic plan is in the process of be¬ 
ing implemented. He commented on the 
importance of board member input during 
the performance review of the CEO. 

Strategic Activity 
• Smith presented the monthly board 
policy 112 - Membership in Civic and 
Community Organizations. This policy 
was reviewed and approved as presented. 

CEO’s Report 
• Financial Operating Report - The CEO 
reviewed the highlights of the March 2008 
financial operating report. The board ap¬ 
proved the report. 
• Dairyland Update - The CEO reported 
on recent matters involving Dairyland 
Power Cooperative. These included 
Dairyland’s right of first refusal concern¬ 
ing new power supply agreement Jo-Car- 
roll Energy is negotiating. 
• AUiant Energy Charges Update - The 
CEO reported on the co-op’s efforts to 
assist Alliant Energy in returning its over¬ 
collection of fuel adjustment charges and 
former manufactured gas plant charges 
to its former customers (now Jo-Carroll 
Energy members). 
• Power Supply Update -The CEO re¬ 
ported on the current negotiations for future 
power supply arrangements for Jo-Carroll 
Energy’s new service area. The current 
agreement with Alliant Energy ends on 
June 30, 2009. The co-op is very close to 
a final power supply proposal with Alliant 
Energy; final work on the agreement is 
underway. Jo-Carroll Energy has requested 
that Dairyland complete its “right of first 
refusal” review by April 30, 2008. 

• Biomass Plant Update - The CEO up¬ 
dated the board on the renewable biomass 
power plant. The owners engineering 
firm, Worley Parsons, continues to work 
on engineering plans and budget numbers 
for the project. Work continues with 
wood suppliers to supply wood fuel for 
the plant. Staff continues to work with 
potential equity partners for the project. 
The hydrology study has been awarded to 
ENSR - ENSR is also coordinating the air 
permit application with the Illinois EPA. 
A meeting is scheduled for next week with 
ENSR and Worley Parsons to discuss the 
air permit and other aspects of the project. 
• JCWIFI Update - The CEO reported 
on the status of the JCWiFi program in 
conjunction with Computer Dynamics. 
Co-op staff is working with Computer 
Dynamics on the future business arrange¬ 
ment between the parties. 
• Member Services Position - The 
CEO announced that Heidi Weber of 
rural Chadwick has accepted the member 
services position at Jo-Carroll Energy. 
Heidi is a December 2007 graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville. She 
has worked with the Carroll County Farm 
Bureau and on many other projects. This 
is a new position at the co-op. 
• Communications Position - The CEO 
announced that Peggy Francomb of Eliza¬ 
beth has accepted the communications 
specialist position at Jo-Carroll Energy. 
Peggy has extensive writing experience 
- working for the Galena Gazette for 
15 years and for Shepherd Publishing 
in Dubuque. She is active in her kids' 
school activities at River Ridge and is 
President of the Colts Drum and Bugle 
Corps boosters. This is an existing posi¬ 
tion at the co-op. 
• Janitor Position - The CEO announced 
that Richard Johnson of Apple Canyon 
Lake has accepted the part-time janitor 
position at the co-op. Richard has custo¬ 
dial experience and is working with Carl 
and Darlene to “learn the ropes.” Carl and 
Darlene are retiring. Richard will report 
to Dorothy Young. 
• National Renewable Cooperative Orga¬ 
nization (NRCO) - The CEO reported on 
the formation of the new National Renew¬ 
able Cooperative Organization (NRCO). 
Jo-Carroll Energy is an initial charter 
member of the NRCO - the CEO will 
participate on the initial board of directors. 

Board Issues 
• 2007 Audit Report - Roy Riddle, 
Bennett & Middendorf, Ltd., joined the 
meeting and gave the audit report for 
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Jo-Carroll Energy. The audit report was 
accepted by the board. 
• CFC Cooperative System Integrity 
Fund - The board discussed a contribution 
to the National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC’s) Cooperative 
System Integrity Fund. This fund is avail¬ 
able to cooperatives throughout the United 
States with financial assistance for territo¬ 
rial disputes with neighboring utility sys¬ 
tems. Jo-Carroll Energy plans to submit 
an application for reimbursement to this 
fund for past territorial disputes involving 
Alliant Energy. The board voted to make 
a contribution to the fund. 
• Approval of Nominating Committee 
Lists - The board reviewed the names of 
the nominating committees for the four 
director districts up for election in 2008 
- Districts 3, 6, 7 and 9. The incumbents 
in those districts are Stanger, Lundy, Senn 
and Janssen, respectively. The nominat¬ 
ing committees for the four districts were 
approved. 
• Dairyland Power Cooperative Director 
and Alternate Director Selection - The 
board elected Chris Stadel as director and 
Dave Senn as alternate director from Jo- 
Carroll Energy to the Dairyland Power 
Cooperative board of directors. They will 
be officially seated at the Dairyland an¬ 
nual meeting in June 2008. 
• President and CEO Performance Ap¬ 
praisal Process - The board of directors 
went into executive session to discuss the 
process for the 2008 performance review 
of the CEO. 

Legal Update 
• The Board stayed in executive session 
to discuss pending or threatened litigation 
with attorney Cox. The board came out of 
executive session at 12:00 noon. 

Reports 
• Stadel reported on his attendance at the 
April 2008 Dairyland Power Cooperative 
board meeting and the 2008 Leadership 
Forum. 

Other Business 
• Young thanked the board of directors 
for the flowers honoring her for Executive 
Assistant’s Day. 

Adjournment 

The board meeting was adjourned at 
12:05 p.m. 
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Natural 
Gas and 
Propane 
Costs on 
the Rise 

Office hours 
Elizabeth Office 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Savanna Office 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Both Offices 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

I would like to highlight what I see as 
a developing winter heating crisis. 

While I try not to he negative or pes- 
simistic in this column, sometimes the 
facts are dire enough that I simply have 
to alert you to a problem. 

Last fall, I entered into a propane 
agreement with the local propane co¬ 
operative (I’m a co-op guy through and 
through) at a price of $1.59 per gallon 
for the winter season. This was for 1,000 
gallons and it was more expensive than 
the year before! This was a relatively 
“good” deal, in my opinion, but it did 
require my wife and I to pay the entire 
amount up front. So far, so good. 

Since last fall, natural gas and pro¬ 
pane prices have gone through the roof. 
The price of natural gas typically levels 
off after the winter heating season. It 
has not done that this year! It remains 
high - at about $13.00 per dekatherm 
with no “dip” in the price being project¬ 
ed by the smart folks who try to track 
the market. Propane runs very much in 
line with the cost of natural gas, so pro¬ 
pane is on the rise as well. 

My wife and I received a “sum¬ 
mer fill” letter from our co-op propane 
provider this week. The price for the 
summer fill is $2.19 per gallon. The in¬ 
crease of $.60 per gallon is an increase 
of 37.74%!!! 

This same type of price increase is 
happening on the natural gas side. Jo- 
Carroll Energy buys natural gas for its 
members and passes the commodity cost 
of the natural gas straight through to you 
- we do not mark it up. We do collect a 
delivery charge to cover the co-op’s costs 
of running the natural gas business. This 
covers the cost of our gas employees, 
overhead costs, maintenance, etc. This 
delivery cost is only about 20 percent of 
the total bill and we haven’t increased 
that cost since we took over. 

However, the fact that Jo-Carroll 
Energy hasn’t increased its delivery rates 
will be small consolation this winter 
when you start getting natural gas bills 
that reflect a 35-40 percent increase in 
natural gas prices over last year! 

I’ve been told by the experts and 
read in the trade press that market 
speculators have helped to run up the 
prices of natural gas and propane - that 
there’s plenty of gas. The word is that 
the price of gas is tracking very closely 
to the price of oil - and we all know 
that it’s been over $130 per barrel for 
a while now. Whatever the reasons, I 
believe we should all brace ourselves for 
the coming winter. 

My message this month is there¬ 
fore two-fold: 

• The price of natural gas is going 
way up for next winter; and 

• Now is the time to make changes 
to your home to reduce your us¬ 
age of natural gas (or propane) 
for next winter. 

I would strongly urge all of you 
to work between now and this winter 
on home weatherization - replace old 
caulk, replace old weather stripping 
around doors, look for air leaks, consider 
additional cellulose insulation for your 
attic and walls, consider window re¬ 
placements if necessary, consider higher- 
efficiency heating systems if it’s time for 
replacement. Any and all things that 
you can do now will be money well 
spent and will offer you fairly immediate 
pay-back for the hard-earned dollars you 
spend to “tighten up” your home. 

It is my hope that by reducing the 
amount of natural gas (or propane) you 
use this winter, you can partially off-set 
the big increase in the cost of natural 
gas and propane we are all seeing. 

Please feel free to call the co-op to 
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discuss energy efficiency measures 
you can take. Jo-Carroll Energy is 
planning a series of energy efficiency 
seminars for our members this fall 
- opportunities for all our members 
to learn more about energy effi¬ 

ciency and home weatherization to 
save money on energy bills this win¬ 
ter. Please watch for those seminar 
announcements and plan to attend 
one of them. 

While I wish the news were 

better, I think it’s wise that all of us 
begin to plan for this big run-up in 
natural gas and propane prices. Un¬ 
til next month, we’ll keep the lights 
on and the gas flowing for you! 

Annual Meeting 
2008 Annual Meeting Date Set for Sept. 13 

The 69th annual meeting of Jo- 
Carroll Energy members is fast 

approaching. Mark your calendars 
for Saturday, September 13. This 
year’s meeting will be at the West 
Carroll Middle School Gymnasium 

in Mt. Carroll with registration 
beginning at 8 a.m. 

The annual meeting gives you 
a chance to meet and talk with 
the co-op board of directors and 
employees as well as your neighbors 

and friends. Breakfast will again 
be served by Sullivan Foods. You’ll 
also have a chance to win one of 
many prizes. 

We’ll see you there! 

Jo-Carroll Energy 

2008 Annual Meeting Program 
8-9 a.m Registration, Breakfast by Sullivan Foods and Meet Your Directors 
8 -9 a.m Special Presentations and Video 
9 a.m Drawing for First Grand Prize - One $200 credit on Energy Bill 
9:05 a.m Business Session 
Call to Order Joe Mattingley, Chairman 
Approval of Annual Meeting Agenda Joe Mattingley 
Invocation Pastor Josh Jensen, Chadwick Evangelical Free Church 
Pledge of Allegiance David Senn, Director 
Welcome Mayor of Mount Carroll, Carl Bates 
Introduction of Jo-Carroll Directors and Former Directors Joe Mattingley 
Introduction of Special Guests and Employees Michael Hastings, President/CEO 
Approval of Minutes of 2007 Annual Meeting  Joe Mattingley 
Report of Director Elections Credentials and Election Committee 
Consideration of Proposed Bylaw Amendments John Cox, Cooperative Attorney 
Chairman Presentation Joe Mattingley 
President/CEO Presentation Michael Hastings 
Acceptance of President/CEO and Treasurer Reports Joe Mattingley 
Question and Answer Michael Hastings 
Unfinished Business Joe Mattingley 
New Business Joe Mattingley 
Adjourn Business Meeting Joe Mattingley 
10:15 a.m Awarding of Attendance Prizes 

• 20-$20 bills 
• 4 Grand Prizes - $200 credits on Energy Bill 

Jo-Carroll Energy 

793 U.S. Route 20 West • RO. Box 390 • Elizabeth, Illinois 61028'0390 
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Board of Directors voting process 
Democratic Member Control - 

It is the second of seven prin- 
ciples that guide cooperatives. 
Watch your mail in August for the 
2008 Jo-Carroll Energy Annual 
Meeting book and ballots for the 
Jo-Carroll board of director’s elec¬ 
tion. Districts with elections this 
year include Districts 3, 6, 7 and 9. 

The annual meeting book 
contains important information 
about your cooperative, as well as 
profiles of the candidates for elec¬ 
tion in the 2008 director elections. 
Ballots will be mailed separately. 

Cooperative members have 
equal voting rights—one member, 
one vote. By returning your ballot 
you are participating in the demo¬ 
cratic process; each vote counts, so 
please remember to return your bal¬ 

lot. Only members in those districts 
with a director up for election will 
receive ballots and may vote for the 
director from their district. 

When completing your bal¬ 
lot remember the following: 

• The ballot must be filled out 
by the person under whom 
the membership is listed. 

• The return envelope must be 
signed or the ballot is invalid. 

• All ballots must be received by 
4 p.m on Friday, September 12. 

Strict anonymity is enforced 
when tallying the ballots. By sign¬ 
ing the return envelope, your bal¬ 
lot is in no way associated with 
your account. 

Nominations declined 
Candidates for the Jo-Car¬ 

roll Energy Board of directors 
are selected by the Nominations 
Committee. Results of the 2008 
Jo-Carroll Energy Nominating 
Committee were published in the 
July ICE. However, three of the 
nominees selected later respectfully 
declined the nomination to the Jo- 
Carroll Energy board of directors. 

Declining the nominations 
were: District 3, Jerry Misek; Dis¬ 
trict 6, Kurt Dreger, and District 9, 
Ronald Lashelle. 

Director Candidate Bios 
DISTRICT 3 

Marcia M. Stanger 
13A17 Rawhide Ct. 

Apple River, IL 

Marcia Stanger 
and her hus¬ 

band, Bob, have been 
co-op members since 
1995. First elected 
as a Jo-Carroll direc¬ 
tor in 2005, Marcy 
states she “will con¬ 

tinue to act in the best interests of our 
members to help them find ways to 
reduce energy costs as well as provide 
reliable service at the lowest possible 
cost.” She strongly promotes Cooper¬ 
ative communication to its members 
and believes she has a commitment 
to the community to be a liaison be¬ 
tween District 3 and the board. 

Marcy is Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
board secretary, and serves on the 
Legislative and Annual Meeting 
committees. She has been a member 
of the Power Supply and Transporta¬ 
tion committees. Throughout the 
year, she attends regional and na¬ 
tional conferences. She believes this 
time is well spent to keep informed 
about the energy business and to 

keep concerns before policy makers 
as well as assisting in making wise 
board decisions. 

“My door/telephone is always 
open,” she stated, “and 1 welcome 
hearing from you about these issues 
we all share. What can we do to 
keep prices down and energy flow¬ 
ing? How about service issues? The 
new power plant?” 

Marcy has completed her 
Credentialed Cooperative Direc¬ 
tor course work and has only a few 
courses left to fulfill Board Leader¬ 
ship certification. 

Marcy was raised in Wheaton, 
111., during the World War II years. 
Marcy attended local schools and 
then Marquette University. During 
their last 50 years of marriage, the 
Stangers chose to live and raise their 
four children in the small communi¬ 
ties of Country Club Hills and Fox 
River Grove (McHenry County). 
Bob was a teacher; Marcy a stay-at- 
home mom. 

In 1975 she returned to work to 
defray children’s college expenses. 
She held positions as retail center 
manager (15-plus years), teacher 
aide for handicapped children and 
administrative assistant. 

Marcy was a member of the 
local PTAs, Mrs. Jaycees and Lion¬ 
ess. For six years she was a village 
board trustee in Fox River Grove. 
She served as a member on the Plan- 
ning/Zoning, Water and Sewer, and 
Finance committees for the village. 
After moving to Apple Canyon 
Lake, she was elected as a director to 
the Association’s board, and served 
on the Rules and Regulations, Ar¬ 
chitectural Control, Publicity, Wel¬ 
coming and Recreation committees 
at various times. 

Marcy believes by participating 
in community affairs she can meet 
more members to understand their 
concerns. She is active in activities 
at Apple Canyon Lake, attends Eliz¬ 
abeth Chamber of Commerce meet¬ 
ings, has participated in Elizabeth 
parades, attended economic devel¬ 
opment meetings in Scales Mound, 
volunteers at the Galena Country 
Fair and is an active member of Holy 
Trinity Church. 

“I believe my experiences can be 
of value to our membership. I hope 
to be an even better communicator, 
decision-maker, hence, board direc¬ 
tor in years to come,” she stated. 

Continued on page 16d 
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Director Candidate Bios Continued from page 16c 

Raymie Diestelmeier 
4602 S. Derinda Road 

Elizabeth, IL 

Raymie Diestel- 
meier has been a 

member of Jo'Car- 
roll Energy for eight 
years. A 1981 gradu¬ 
ate of Elizabeth 
High School, he is 
currently a USES 

letter carrier, a position he has held 
since 2001. Raymie was also a USES 
distribution clerk for 18 months and 
a dairy herd manager for 19 years. 

Raymie has served as the Wood¬ 
bine Township road commissioner 
assistant for one year. He is serving 
the second of two, four-year terms on 
the River Ridge Board of Education. 

“I like to he involved with serv¬ 
ing our community,” Raymie stated. 
“Someone mentioned to me I would 
be a good candidate. I believe I can 
make wise decisions for Jo-Carroll and 
its customers. I am willing to listen to a 
discussion from both sides. Energy and 
our economy are at a critical point in 
our lives and we need to continue to 
work through the challenge together.” 

“Em impressed that board mem¬ 
bers are required and encouraged to 
become educated in their positions,” 
he added. “I think Jo-Carroll Energy 
also does a wonderful job of going to 
schools to show safety and to offer 
scholarships available to our high 
school graduates.” 

Raymie and his wife, Tracy, 
have been married 25 years. They 
have four children: Kurt, 24, Troy, 
21, Bryce, 19, and Jenna, 16. Raymie 
enjoys spending time with family 
and friends. He also enjoys hunting, 
fishing, playing cards and watching 
all kinds of sports activities. 

DISTRICT 6 
Tom Lundy 

17861 Hart Road 
Savanna, IL 

Tom Lundy has 
served on the 

Jo-Carroll Energy 
board for 18 years. 
Tom was elected 
to the Jo-Carroll 
Energy Board March 
10, 1990. He resides 

in rural Savanna, and is a family man 
and a farmer. 

Tom graduated from Savanna 
High School in 1955. After high 
school, he attended Cornell College 
located in Mount Vernon, Iowa, where 
he received a degree in chemistry. Fol¬ 
lowing college graduation, Tom served 
in the Marine Corps and was stationed 
just 36 miles from Washington, D.C., 
at Quantico Marine Corps Base in 
Virginia. 

When asked about his hobbies, 
Tom replied, “A little fishing, I guess. 
We have a small pond on the farm 
where we like to catch just enough 
fish to eat.” He went on to say, “Our 
real passion is the farm which keeps 
us both active and busy.” 

Tom recalls when electricity 
came to the rural Savanna area. He 
was about seven years old in 1944 
when rural electrification took place 
in his area. 

“Changes started very small, hut 
there was quite a dramatic change 
for pumping water and lighting the 
home,” he stated. “Before electric¬ 
ity came, the lighting in the home 
was carbide type lamps and pumping 
was done by windmill or by hand. 
We have always loved ice cream and 
at that time our ice cream was all 
homemade. Well, the old kerosene 
refrigerator did not have a freezer to 
keep that ice cream cold.” 

Tom and his wife, Friscilla, op¬ 
erate a grain and beef cattle farm in 
rural Savanna. They are the parents 
of four grown children and have 10 
grandchildren. 

Paul Hartman 
8 Elm Street 
Savanna, IL 

Paul Hartman 
of Savanna has 

been a member of 
Jo-Carroll Energy 
for one year. Now 
retired, he was the 
public works direc¬ 
tor for the City of 

Savanna for 46 years, and has com¬ 
pleted work associated training. He 
previously served in the U.S. Navy. 

Eaul is a member of the Car- 
roll County Board and serves on the 
finance and sheriff/property com¬ 
mittees. He chairs the Jo-Carroll 
Solid Waste Agency, is a member of 
SVN and chair of CCHA. He also 
is a member of the Haunted Forest 
Committee, the Savanna Chamber 
of Commerce, the Lions Club, the 
Savanna Rotary, and the Savanna 
Train Car Museum. 

Eaul stated he is seeking election 
to the board of directors to “assist in 
developing relationships with local 
authorities to promote enhanced and 
shared community goals.” 

Eaul and his wife have five chil¬ 
dren. His interests include woodwork¬ 
ing, movie making and computers. 

DISTRICT 7 
David H. Senn 

13575 West Point Road 
Mount Carroll, IL 

David Senn has 
been a member 

of Jo-Carroll Energy 
since August 1982. 
He was appointed to 
the Jo-Carroll Ener¬ 
gy board of directors 
in the fall of 2007 to 

replace Russell Simpson. 
As a director, he has completed 

two of the five courses to achieve a 
director certified status. Currently, 
he serves on the policy and annual 
meeting committees as well as being 
the alternate representative to Dairy- 
land Power. 
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A graduate of Northern Illinois 
University in 1968, David received 
a B.S. degree in accounting. After 
graduation from NIU, he became a 
Naval aviator and achieved the rank 
of lieutenant. Upon separation from 
the Navy, he entered into a career in 
the brokerage industry that included 
a five-year stint in New York City. 
He completed a two-year program 
and achieved the Certified Financial 
Planner designation in 1994. He has 
worked as a financial planner for the 
same firm since 1987. 

“Having had the opportunity to 
attend national and state meetings, 
sessions with our elected officials and 
education training sessions, I realize I 
have been given a leg up and placed 
in a position where my experience 
will permit me to be able to deliver 
to the members of Jo-Carroll Energy 
innovative, diversified and energy 
products, which will enable them 
to grow and prosper in the century 
ahead,” he stated. 

“We as a nation stand on the 
threshold of change. The future of en¬ 
ergy consumption and the availability 
of things we have come accustomed 
to appear to be in a state of turmoil,” 
David stated. “I believe Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy is positioned to provide stability 
during these trying times and I hope 
to be a part of this process as we move 
forward.” 

A member of the Lions Club 
International, David has served as a 
District Governor on the Executive 
Board for the State of Illinois as well 
as having held all the positions of 
office with the local club in Mount 
Carroll. He is actively involved in 
many conversation groups such as the 
National Wild Turkey Federation, 
Pheasants Forever and the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation. David has 
a son who is about to enter veterinary 
medicine school. He enjoys golf and 
hunting. 

L. Erik Torrison 
10854 Zion Road 

Savanna, IL 

L. Erik Torrison 
has been a mem¬ 

ber of Jo-Carroll 
Energy Cooperative 
for 30 years. Now 
retired, he has been 
a farmer, educator 
and professional 

executive. A graduate of Lakeland 

College with a B.A. degree, he 
also attended the National Train¬ 
ing School for the Boy Scouts of 
America and has taken additional 
courses through Highland Commu¬ 
nity College. 

Erik has served as a director on 
the Carroll County Soil and Water 
District; president of the northwest 
Illinois Land Use Council, Black- 
hawk Hills Resource, Conservation 
&. Development vice president, 
Comprehensive Economic Devel¬ 
opment Strategy president, and a 
director for the Savanna Ambulance 
Association. He has served as a Car- 
roll County election judge. A mem¬ 
ber of the First United Methodist 
Church in Savanna, he is chairman 
of the staff/parish relations and vice 
president of the church trustees. He 
is a member of NARFE and NARVE. 

“I’m a strong advocate of con¬ 
servation and economic develop¬ 
ment partnerships: wildlife habitat, 
renewable energy (biomass, wind 
energy, methane digesters) for the fu¬ 
ture, meeting the increased demands 
of electricity,” he observed. 

Erik and his wife, Alice, are the 
parents of five sons and one daugh¬ 
ter. They also have three grandchil¬ 
dren. In addition to being active in 
his church, community and profes¬ 
sional groups, he enjoys travel and 
family activities. 

DISTRICT 9 
John “Jack” Janssen 
3957 Morrison Road 

Chadwick, IL 

John “Jack” Jans¬ 
sen is a life-long 

resident of the 
Chadwick area and 
became a member of 
Jo-Carroll Energy in 
1956 when he first 
began farming. 

Jack has served on the Jo-Carroll 
Board since being elected in 1979— 
29 years of unbroken service to this 
member-owned, member-controlled 
cooperative organization. He follows 
his father, a longtime Jo-Carroll direc¬ 
tor and his brother, who served on 
the board a short time before moving 
from the service area. 

Jack takes his responsibility as 
treasurer very seriously, and believes 
in the cooperative way of doing busi¬ 
ness. “I have been doing business with 

cooperatives for years,” Jack said. “For 
the rural areas at least, they are the 
best way for people to work together 
for the good of all involved.” 

Jack states, “The monthly elec¬ 
tric and gas invoices for our members 
are great bargains These energy prod¬ 
ucts are utilized in many tasks for the 
average home and business, every¬ 
thing from pumping and heating the 
water used by the family to creating 
or distributing the warm or cool air 
that makes the home comfortable as 
well as operating business equipment 
that supports our economic base for 
the surrounding communities.” 

“If re-elected I plan to work dili¬ 
gently for the benefit of the Coopera¬ 
tive members,” Jack stated. 

Retired from farming now, Jack 
and his wife, Joyce, farmed 550 plus 
acres for more than 40 years. Al¬ 
though retired, Jack and Joyce keep 
busy—they have four grown children 
and six grandchildren. Jack is still 
active in Fairhaven United Methodist 
Church. In addition, he is a member 
of the Chadwick Masonic Lodge and 
an active member of the Lions Club. 

Jack is an avid outdoorsman, 
fishing and hunting in each season 
as much as he can between his civic 
duties and his work on the Jo-Carroll 
Energy Board. 

Alvin Swearingen 
21191 Fairhaven Road 

Chadwick, IL 

Alvin Swearin¬ 
gen has been a 

member of Jo-Carroll 
Energy for 18 years. 
Now retired, he was 
a hog buyer for 43 
years and worked for 
Sewer Equipment for 

four and one-half years. 
Alvin was encouraged to seek 

election to the board of directors, and 
stated “If elected, I will try to do the 
best expected of me. I’m in favor of 
trying to keep costs down. I realize 
that is hard to do, but think we need 
to do as much as we can.” 

Alvin has served on the Milled- 
geville Park District board for six 
years and the Fairhaven Township 
Board for five years. 

He and his wife, Jane, have six 
children, four step-children and 19 
grandchildren. He enjoys fishing 
and travel. 
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Meter Reader 
Help your meter reader 

Each month, meter readers from 
Van Wert, Inc. visit 26,000 

homes and businesses in Jo-Carroll 
Energy’s electric and natural gas 
service area. While we respect your 
property, we hope you can respect 
our need to access the meters on 
your property. 

Items left or stored in front of 
the meter make it difficult for our 
meter reader to read, or sometimes 

even find, the meter. Items left lying 
on the ground can create a safety 
risk to unsuspecting meter readers. 

Your meter reader visits your 
home each month, and there are 
ways you can help provide easy and 
safe access. 
• Keep trees and shrubs welled 
trimmed around the meter so that 
it is clearly visible. 
• Avoid leaving garden tools, 

such as rakes, hoses and ladders, 
in front of the meter. 
• Keep your trash bin and 
other large items from obstructing 
the meter. 
• Keep dogs and other aggressive 
animals penned or tied up away 
from the meter on days your meter 
is normally read. 

Our meter readers appreciate 
your cooperation. 

RC&D recognizes Simpson for 
Economic Development Efforts 

Russ Simpson was recently pre¬ 
sented the Carson Dejamatt 

Award on May 29, 2008, at the Eco¬ 
nomic Development Professional’s 
Workshop hosted by Blackhawk 
Hills Resource Conservation and 
Development (RC&.D) in Rock 
Falls, 111. Russ is currently the Vice- 
President of Economic Development 
and Member Services at Jo-Carroll 
Energy located in Elizabeth, 111. 

The Carson Dejamatt Award 
goes to an individual or group that 
has shown outstanding commitment 
to economic development within the 
six-county area of Lee, Ogle, Stephen¬ 
son, Whiteside, Carroll and Jo Da¬ 
viess counties. The award was named 
in honor of Carson Dejamatt of 
Sterling, who was an active member 
of the RC&D Council when it was 
first forming the six-county district to 
act as a catalyst for economic develop¬ 
ment in the area. Dejamatt passed 
away December 22, 1995. 

The award plaque presented to 
Simpson read “Be the Bridge — Prob¬ 
lems Become Opportunities When 
the Right People Join Together.” 

The Blackhawk Hills RC&D 
Council and staff were pleased to 
present this award to Simpson, who 
has dedicated his time and energy to 
promoting economic development 
in our region over the past years. 
He continues to actively participate 
on the Regional Comprehensive 

Russ Simpson of Jo-Carroll Energy is presented with the Carson Dejamatt 

Award by Blackhawk Hills RC&D Coordinator Dave Dombush. 

Economic Development Strategy 
Committee, partnering with Black¬ 
hawk Hills RC&D on a Regional 
Biomass Energy initiative and 
simply has not hesitated to lend his 
knowledge and expertise to anyone 
who needs his assistance. During 
his time with the Small Business 

Development Center and now as 
the Vice President of Economic 
Development and Member Services 
at Jo-Carroll Energy, Simpson has 
gone above and beyond what has 
been expected of him to open many 
doors to new opportunities in eco¬ 
nomic development in our region. 
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Co-op Connections Card 
Touchstone Energy® Co-op Con¬ 

nections® Program: Proves that 
being a member of an electric co¬ 
operative has advantages. 

Come November, Jo-Carroll 
Energy will launch a program that 
offers further proof that being a 
member of an electric coopera¬ 
tive has its advantages. Jo-Carroll 
Energy is implementing the Co-op 
Connections Program, in conjunc¬ 
tion with many other Touchstone 
Energy cooperatives to better serve 
our member-owners nationwide. 

The Co-op Connections Pro¬ 
gram is a benefit program for all 
Jo-Carroll Energy members, offering 
them discounts from participating 
businesses both locally and national¬ 
ly. With soaring prices, this program 
will work for your family and you! 

To give you a brief look into 
the savings that you can receive, 
log-on to www.connections.coop, 
and browse the hundreds of nation¬ 
al benefits that have been added. 

You can receive discounts from 
hotel chains such as: 

Sleep Inn, 
Baymont Inn & Suites, 
RodeWay Inn, 
Days Inn, 
Suburban Extended Stay Hotel, 
Red Roof Inn, 
Ramada Worldwide, 
Quality Hotels, 
LaQuinta Inn & Suites, 
Comfort Suites, 
Best Western, 
Super 8 Motel, 
Wyndham Hotels and Resorts, 
Trave lodge, 
and MANY MORE!!! 

But that’s just the beginning! 
Receive discounts and incentives 
from the following home and auto¬ 
motive companies: 

American Standard Heating & 
Air Conditioning, 
Meineke Car Care Center, 
Solar Direct, 
Hertz, 
Goodyear, 
Sprint, 

XM Satellite Radio, 
Sherwin Williams, 
Vehicle Advantage, Tilden, 
and others! 

And, don’t forget discounts 
from other companies too - wheth¬ 
er for Christmas shopping, or 
vacation destinations - we’ve got 
it! Check out discounts offered by 
these participating businesses: 

Barnes <St Noble, 
College Parents of America, 
Cruises Inc., 
Costco Wholesale, 
Discovery Store, 
Magazines.com, 
MREfoods.com, 
National, 
ProFlowers, 
Pajama Gram, 
Omaha Steaks, 
Gym Source, 
Stone Mountain Park, 
Six Flags, 
Vermont Teddy Bear, 
Thousand Trains Family 
Camping, 

Vacations Direct.com, 
KitchenAid.com, 

Sheplers, 
Original Rug Company, 
Cherry Moon Farms, 
Anna’s Gourmet Goodies, 
Liz Claiborne, 
iPlayMusic, 
etc. 

The Co-op Connections pro¬ 
gram not only benefits our mem¬ 
bers by offering national and local 
discounts, but also by offering 10 
percent to 60 percent savings on 
most prescriptions at more than 
48,000 independent pharmacies 
and national chains including CVS, 
Walgreens, Wal-Mart, Target, and 
more. To find out which pharma¬ 
cies participate and to look up the 
discount prescription price, co-op 
members can visit www.rxprice- 
quotes.com. 

Jo-Carroll Energy members will 
receive their new Co-op Connec¬ 
tions card with the November issue 
of Illinois Country Living. Once the 
member has signed the back of the 
card, it may be used at participating 
businesses locally and nationwide. 
Simply present your Co-op Con¬ 
nections card at a participating 
pharmacy with your prescription 
and receive a discount at the time of 
purchase. Whenever a Co-op Con¬ 
nections card holder - whether from 
Jo-Carroll Energy or from any of the 
other participating Touchstone En¬ 
ergy cooperatives across the country 
- shows their card, they will receive 
the discount listed on the Website. 

Offices Closed Labor Day Our offices will be closed Monday, Sept. 3, in observance of Labor 
Day. Emergency service will be available at our usual outage num¬ 

ber, 1-800-927-5254. 
The board and employees of Jo-Carroll Energy would like to ac¬ 

knowledge the men and women who contribute to the prosperity of our 
country through their hard work and intellectual industry. 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • May 28, 2008 

The regular board meeting of Jo-Carroll 
Energy, Inc. was held at the Cooperative 
office at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May 
28, 2008. Board members and others pres¬ 
ent were: Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, Tom 
Lundy. Joe Mattingley, Marty Werner, 
Dave Senn, Chris Stadel, Marcy Stanger, 
Pat Smith, Attorney John Cox, recording 
secretary Dorothy Young, President and 
CEO Michael Hastings, and staff members 
Kyle Buros, Richard Larimore. Russ Simp¬ 
son, Pat Keleher and Karen Hirsch. 
• The agenda was approved as modified. 
• The consent agenda items were ap¬ 
proved, including a review of the monthly 
safety meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
• Chairman Mattingley commented on 
the ongoing discussions with Dairyland 
and emphasized the importance of coopera¬ 
tion and working closely with Dairyland. 
Mattingley also addressed the important 
milestone of the co-op taking over the natu¬ 
ral gas business effective May 1, 2008. 

Strategic Activity 
• Smith presented the monthly board 
policy 113 - Political Activities. The 
board approved the policy as presented. 

CEO’s Report 
• Linancial Operating Report - The CEO 
reviewed the co-op's April financial re¬ 
ports. The April 2008 financial operating 
report was approved. 
• Dairyland Update - The CEO reported 
on recent activities involving Dairyland 
Power Cooperative, including attendance 
at Dairyland’s April 2008 board meeting. 
• Alliant Energy Charges Update - The 
CEO reported on the co-op’s efforts to 
assist Alliant Energy in returning its over¬ 
collection of fuel adjustment charges and 
former manufactured gas plant charges 
to its former customers (now Jo-Carroll 
Energy members). This process is nearing 
completion. 
• Power Supply Update -The CEO re¬ 
ported that Jo-Carroll Energy has finalized 
its power supply agreement with Interstate 
Power and Light. This is a 10-year agree¬ 
ment. 
• Biomass Plant Update - The CEO up¬ 
dated the board on the renewable energy 
biomass power plant. The co-op’s engi¬ 
neering firm, Worley Parsons, continues 
its work on engineering plans and budget 
numbers for the project. Work also 
continues with wood suppliers to supply 
wood fuel for the plant. Staff continues 
to work with potential equity partners for 
the project. A second meeting has been 
scheduled in June to work on the air per¬ 
mit application. Simpson attended a meet¬ 
ing with an Iowa economic development 
official concerning fuel supply (wood. 

com stover and switch grass) from Iowa. 
A member advisory group meeting has 
been scheduled for the evening of June 19, 
2008 in Savanna. 
• JCWIFI Update - The CEO reported 
on the status of the JCWiFi program in 
conjunction with Computer Dynamics. 
Co-op staff continues its work with Com¬ 
puter Dynamics on the future business 
arrangement between the parties. 
• Members First Initiative - The CEO 
discussed the recent kickoff of the co-op’s 
Members First Initiative. This important 
effort involves improving the delivery and 
quality of services to the co-op’s members 
as well as the satisfaction of the members. 
All the co-op’s employees will be in¬ 
volved in this long-term program. 
• Staffing Level Report - The CEO 
reported on the number of employees 
currently working for the co-op as well 
as additional staffing needs that have 
been identified. A proper number of em¬ 
ployees is needed to provide service to 
the members at the lowest practical cost. 
While the co-op does not want to have too 
many employees, it needs to have enough 
employees to properly address the needs 
of the members and to get the necessary 
work completed in a timely manner. The 
staffing level has increased due to the 
tripling of the co-ops membership base 
in conjunction with the 2007 acquisition 
of the Interstate Power and Light service 
area in northwest Illinois. 
• Budget Update - The CEO noted the 
discussion during the 2008 budget process 
in the late Fall of 2007 that a modification 
of the 2008 budget might need to be made 
during 2008 due to post-acquisition activi¬ 
ties. The CEO announced plans to update 
the 2008 budget and to present revised 
figures for the board's consideration at the 
June board meeting. 
• Village of Hanover Report -The 
CEO reported on a recent meeting with 
Hanover's Mayor to discuss power supply 
issues of mutual concern to the co-op and 
the Village of Hanover. 
• National Renewable Cooperative Or¬ 
ganization - Jo-Carroll Energy recently 
joined the newly-formed National Renew¬ 
able Cooperative Organization (NRCO). 
The CEO is serving on the interim board 
of directors and reported on the first 
NRCO board meeting held in Indianapo¬ 
lis, Indiana last week. The purpose of 
the NRCO is to assist co-ops throughout 
the United States with the development 
and implementation of renewable power 
resources. The CEO will also serve on 
the NRCO Legal and Bylaws Committee. 
The next NRCO board meeting will be 
held in early September. 

Board Issues 
• NRECA Region V Meeting 
- Dubuque, Iowa - Board members dis¬ 
cussed the attendance of the NRECA’s 
Region V Meeting, scheduled for Sep¬ 
tember 9-11 in Dubuque, Iowa. 
• Farmers Mutual - The CEO pro¬ 
vided a report on recent discussions 
with Farmers Mutual Electric Company 
of Geneseo, Illinois regarding ways that 
the two co-ops can work more closely 
together in the future. 
• IPL Power Supply Agreement - The 
board of directors ratified the execution 
of the 10-year wholesale power supply 
agreement with IPL. 
• Bank Authorization - The board ap¬ 
proved the opening of an account at The 
National Bank in Savanna, Illinois to 
assist the co-op with member deposits 
from the co-op’s Savanna office. 
• Annual Meeting Planning Commit¬ 
tee - Directors that are members of the 
Annual Meeting Planning Committee 
selected June 12, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. as 
the next committee meeting date. 
• CEO Performance Review - The 
board of directors went into executive 
session at 12:45 p.m. to discuss the 
2008 performance review of the CEO. 

Legal Update 
• The board stayed in executive session to 
review legal issues pending for the Coop¬ 
erative. 
• The board of directors came out of the 
Executive Session at 1:40 p.m. Attorney 
Cox then reported on legislative issues and 
events of interest to the co-op. 

Reports 
• Stadel reported on his attendance at the 
May Dairyland Power Cooperative board 
meeting and the 2008 Leadership Forum. 
• Those attending the NRECA 2008 
Legislative Conference discussed that 
event. 
• Board members that had awarded co¬ 
op scholarships to area youth during area 
awards presentations reported on those 
events. 
• The board members discussed a fund¬ 
raiser for Representative Sacia that had 
been scheduled and participation at that 
event on behalf of the Action Committee 
For Rural Electrification (ACRE). 

Other Business 
• The board discussed attendance at the 
Dairyland Annual Meeting, scheduled for 
June 4, 2008. 

Adjournment 
The board meeting was adjourned at 

2:05 p.m. 
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Office Jiours 
Elizabeth Office 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Savanna Office 

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Both Offices 

Monday - Friday 

800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 

800-927-5254 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

If you’ve never attended an 

annual meeting at Jo-Carroll 

Energy, why not make this year 

your first? We encourage all our 

members to join us on Saturday, 

September 13, at the West Carroll 

Middle School in Mt. Carroll for 

our 69th annual meeting. 

Many members don’t realize 

how much say they have in their 

electric co-op. Your cooperative is 

a democratic organization that is 

governed hy the people it serves; 

we’re locally owned—by you, our 

members. We encourage you to 

take the opportunity to be a part 

of this process. 

By the time you read this, most 

of you will have received your an¬ 

nual meeting book and, if there is 

a director election in your district, 

your ballot. You may vote by mail, 

or bring your ballot to our head¬ 

quarters in Elizabeth by 4 p.m. on 

Friday, September 12. Elections are 

being held in Districts 3, 6, 7 and 9 

this year. 

Attending the annual meeting 

is yet another way to get involved 

with your co-op. Members will 

enjoy a complimentary breakfast, 

take home a compact fluorescent 

light bulb and other gifts, see dis¬ 

plays about the services offered by 

Jo-Carroll Energy, and maybe win 

a very nice door prize. There’s also 

entertainment and prizes for the 

children who attend. The business 

meeting will begin at 9:05 a.m. You 

will hear reports from the board 

chairman, president and CEO, 

leam the results of the election, and 

vote on bylaw amendments. We will 

have information about an exciting 

new program called the Co-op Con¬ 

nections Card, an update on the 

biomass plant and more about the 

past year’s activities. 

A co-op’s mission is also dif¬ 

ferent from that of for-profit 

companies. It’s simply to meet its 

members’ needs for goods or servic¬ 

es. This is exactly how Jo-Carroll 

operates. We work hard to provide 

the highest level of service while 

trying to keep energy rates reason¬ 

able. We also work with our mem¬ 

bers to make sure you have the 

information you need to use energy 

wisely. As a co-op, part of our job is 

looking out for you. 

We invite you to attend the 

annual meeting, and when you 

receive your ballot, vote for the 

candidate of your choice in your 

district. We hope you’ll take the 

opportunity to greet old friends, or 

meet some new ones, at the 69th 

annual meeting. The board of di¬ 

rectors for Jo-Carroll Energy and I 

look forward to seeing you. 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • June 26,2008 

The regular board meeting of 
Jo'Carroll Energy, Inc. was held 
at the Cooperative office at 9:00 
a.m. on Thursday, June 26, 2008. 
Board members and others pres¬ 
ent were: Jack Janssen, Vernon 
Law, Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, 
Marty Werner, Dave Senn, Chris 
Stadel, Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, 
Attorney John Cox, recording 
secretary Dorothy Young, Presi¬ 
dent and CEO Michael Hastings, 
and staff members Tracy Heiden- 
reich, Karen Hirsch, Pat Keleher 
and Russ Simpson. The agenda 
was approved as modified. 
• The consent agenda items were 
approved, including a review of the 
monthly safety meeting minutes. 

Member Presentation 
• A member presentation was 
provided by representatives of 
the Midwest Medical Center in 
Galena, Illinois. Representing 
Midwest Medical were Jeff Hill, 
President and CEO and Tracy 
Bauer, Chief Financial Officer. 

Chairman’s Report 
• Chairman Mattingley com¬ 
mented on the importance and 
value of the member presenta¬ 
tions program to the board of 
directors. The member pre¬ 
sentations help board and staff 
members better understand these 
Jo-Carroll Energy members. He 
commented on the new security 
measures being taken at Jo-Car- 
roll Energy, including the badge 
identification system that in¬ 
cludes employees and directors. 
He emphasized several important 
policy decisions the board would 
be considering over the coming 
months, including issues as¬ 
sociated with Dairyiand Power 
Cooperative and the renewable 
biomass power plant project. 

Dairyiand Report 
• Stadel reported on the Dairy- 
land reorganizational board meet¬ 
ing he attended that immediately 

followed Dairyland’s June 2008 
Annual Meeting of members. 

Strategic Activity 
• Smith presented the monthly 
board policy 115 — Member 
Attendance and Participation 
- Regular Board Meeting. The 
board approved the policy as 
modified. 

CEO’s Report 
• Financial Operating Report - 
The CEO reviewed the co-op’s 
May financial reports. The May 
2008 financial operating report 
was approved. 
• Dairyiand Update - The CEO 
discussed a planned meeting with 
Dairyiand officials scheduled for 
June 30, 2008. 
• Alliant Energy Charges Up¬ 
date - The CEO reported on the 
co-op’s efforts to assist Alliant 
Energy in returning its over-col¬ 
lection of fuel adjustment charges 
and former manufactured gas 
plant charges to its former cus¬ 
tomers (now Jo-Carroll Energy 
members). This process is now 
completed. 
• Biomass Plant Update - The 
CEO updated the board on the 
renewable biomass power plant. 
The co-op’s engineering firm, 
Worley Parsons, continues its 
work on engineering plans and 
budget numbers for the project. 
Work also continues with wood 
suppliers to supply wood fuel for 
the plant. Staff continues to work 
with potential equity partners for 
the project. A member advisory 
group meeting was held the eve¬ 
ning of June 19, 2008 in Savanna 
which went very well. 
• JCWIFI Update - The CEO 
reported on the status of the 
JCWiFi program in conjunc¬ 
tion with Computer Dynamics. 
Co-op staff continues its work 
with Computer Dynamics on the 
future business arrangement be¬ 
tween the parties. 

• Member First Initiative 
- The CEO discussed the co-op’s 
Member First initiative. A num¬ 
ber of employee meetings have 
been held to date and more are 
scheduled. This important effort 
involves improving the delivery 
and quality of services to the co¬ 
op’s members as well as the satis¬ 
faction of the members. All the 
co-op’s employees are involved in 
this long-term program. 

Board Issues 
• Delegates to the Annual Meet¬ 
ing of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
Annual Meeting - The board of 
directors named Dave Senn as 
the voting delegate and Marcia 
Stanger as the alternate voting 
delegate for the AIEC Annual 
Meeting scheduled for July 31 to 
August 1 in Springfield, Illinois. 
• Delegates to the Region V 
Meeting of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) - The board of direc¬ 
tors named Pat Smith as the vot¬ 
ing delegate and Marty Werner as 
the alternate voting delegate to 
the NRECA Region V meeting 
scheduled for September 9-11 in 
Dubuque, IA. The States of Il¬ 
linois, Iowa and Wisconsin are in 
Region V of the NRECA. 
• Education Reimbursement 
- The board discussed additional 
ways and locations that are avail¬ 
able to obtain NRECA director 
classes. The board approved a 
policy change to allow director 
attendance at additional locations 
to obtain the 5-course NRECA 
Credentialed Cooperative Direc¬ 
tor (CCD) certificate. 
• 2008 Revised Budget Consid¬ 
eration - The CEO presented 
and the board approved a revised 
2008 budget for the board consid¬ 
eration. Budget changes included 
additional employee costs, timing 
of the purchase of the mobile sub¬ 
station, computer equipment and 
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software, additional line-clearing 
tree-trimming expenditures and 
the beginning of funding for a 
new warehouse building. 
• AIEC Annual Meeting Plans 
- The board discussed par¬ 
ticipation in various activities 
scheduled at the AIEC Annual 
Meeting on July 31- August 1, 
2008 in Springfield, Illinois. 
• Security - Board members ex¬ 
changed their entry fobs for the 
new Jo-Carroll Energy picture 
identification badges. 
• Quad City Development 
Group Invitation - The board 

approved staff participation in 
upcoming activities sponsored 
by the Quad City Development 

Group. 
• Bylaws Amendments - The 

board approved additional sug¬ 
gested changes to the Jo-Carroll 
Energy bylaws to be submitted to 
the members for consideration at 
the 2008 annual meeting on Sep¬ 
tember 13, 2008. The suggested 

changes will provide a better op¬ 
portunity for director candidates 
who decide to submit their names 

for director elections by petition 
to be included in the co-op’s an¬ 
nual report that details director 
candidate profiles. Do to print¬ 
ing deadlines, the current bylaws 
do not provide enough time for 
director candidate information 
to be fairly disseminated to the 
membership. 

Legal Update 

• The board went into execu¬ 
tive session at 1:00 p.m. to review 
legal issues pending for the Co¬ 
operative. The board of directors 
came out of the Executive Session 

at 1:20 p.m. Attorney Cox then 
reported on legislative issues and 
events of interest to the co-op. 

Reports 
• Stadel reported on his atten¬ 

dance at the Jo-Daviess County 
Leadership Forum held this month 
in Warren, Illinois. Stadel noted 
some of the challenges being faced 
by the citizens in Warren. 

• Those attending the Dairyland 
Power Cooperative 2008 Annual 
Meeting of Members discussed 
that event. 

• Lundy provided a report of the 
recent meeting of the co-ops An¬ 
nual Meeting Planning Committee. 
• Hastings provided a report on 
his attendance at the 2008 CFC 
Forum. 
• Smith reported on her at¬ 
tendance at a NRECA director 
course. 

Upcoming Meetings 
• The board members discussed 
three legislative events involving 
State Representatives Sacia and 
Boland and State Senator Jacobs. 
The Sacia and Boland events will 

be attended by Jo-Carroll Energy 
employees and/or directors on 
behalf of the Action Committee 
For Rural Electrification (ACRE). 

Other Business 
• A meeting of the co-op’s Policy 

Committee was scheduled for 
Thursday, August 7, 2008 at 6:00 
p.m. at the co-op office. 

Adjournment 
• The board meeting was ad¬ 
journed at 1:55 p.m. 

Welcome our new employees 
Our newest hire is Nancy 

Stetler who joins Jo-Carroll 
Energy as a billing service repre¬ 
sentative. Nancy spent the last 
10 years as the utility account 
manager for the City of Bosco- 
bel, handling utility billing for 
both electric and water services 
for the municipality. 

Justin Albers joined the 
Jo-Carroll Energy team in June. 
Justin is an apprentice line- 
worker, and works out of the 
Savanna office. 

Jo-Carroll Energy 
793 U.S. Route 20 West • P.O. Box 390 

Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 
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Connections Card 
Touchstone Energy® Co-op Connections® Program 

Has Pharmacy Discounts 

Co-op Connections Card 

]o-Carroll Energy 
A Touchstone Energy- Cooperative ^ 

Jo-Carroll Energy will launch 
a program in November 

which offers further proof that 
being a member of an electric 
cooperative has its advan¬ 
tages. The Co-op Connections 
program benefits cooperative 
members by offering 10 percent 
to 60 percent savings on most 
prescriptions at over 48,000 
independent pharmacies and 
national chains including CVS, 
Walgreens, Wal-Mart, Target 
and more. 

Jo-Carroll Energy is imple¬ 
menting this program in conjunc¬ 
tion with many other Touchstone 
Energy cooperatives in an effort 
to better serve our member-own¬ 
ers nationwide. With soaring 
prescription prices, this discount 
phannacy program will work for 
your family and you. 

Jo-Carroll Energy members 
will receive their new Co-op 
Connections card with the dis¬ 
count pharmacy information 
with their November issue of 
Illinois Country Living. Once 
the member has signed the back 

of the card, it may he used at par¬ 
ticipating pharmacies locally and 
nationwide. To find out which 
pharmacies participate and to 
look up the discount prescription 
price, co-op members can visit 
www. rxpr icequotes .com. 

This is just one more way 
you win from being a coopera¬ 
tive member. Simply present 
your Co-op Connections card at 
a participating pharmacy with 
your prescription and receive 
a discount at the time of pur¬ 
chase. Whenever a Co-op Con¬ 
nections card holder - whether 
from Jo-Carroll Energy or from 
any of the other participating 
Touchstone Energy cooperatives 
across the country 
- shows their card, 
they will receive a 10 
percent to 60 percent 
discount on most pre¬ 
scriptions. 

The card is not 
insurance, and cannot 
be used in con¬ 
junction with 

PRESCRIPTION 

RX#304433 

TAKE ONE PILL 
EVERY 4 HOURS 
OR AS NEEDED 

ance. Present both and receive 
whichever savings is greater: 
insurance or the Connections 
Card discount. 

The card continues to also 
have other national and local dis¬ 
counts for members. Check out 
www.connections.coop to view 
national benefits being offered 
from participating businesses. 

Touchstone Energy is a 
national alliance of local, con¬ 
sumer-owned electric coopera¬ 
tives providing high standards 
of service to customers large and 
small. More than 640 Touch¬ 
stone Energy cooperatives in 
46 states are delivering energy 
and energy solutions to approxi¬ 

mately 22 million 
customers everyday. 
Touchstone Energy 
cooperatives serve 

their members with 
integrity, account¬ 
ability, innovation 
and longstanding 
commitment to com- 

TAKE WITH WATER 
munities. 

msur- 
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Energy Seminars 
JoCarroll plans energy auditing seminars 

As energy costs continue to 

rise, Jo'Carroll Energy 

is committed to helping its 

members find ways to reduce 

their energy use and save 

money. Our member services 

department is developing a 

series of residential energy 

auditing seminars to be pre- 

sented throughout the service 

territory this fall. 

These workshops will 

help teach members how to 

do their own basic energy am 

dits. Discussion will include 

in-home energy efficiency and 

conservation tips, improve¬ 

ment project financing, and 

the impact we can all have on 

limiting the emission of green¬ 

house gases. 

The workshops will focus 

on the key areas of: 

• Fuel usage 

• Weatherization 

• Lighting 

“These seminars are about 

more than what you can do 

in and around your home to 

reduce your bill, they also are 

about cleaning up the envi¬ 

ronment,” noted Russ Simp¬ 

son, Jo-Carroll Energy vice 

president of economic devel¬ 

opment and member services. 

Jo-Carroll Energy plans to 

present the seminars in most 

service area communities in 

Jo Daviess, Carroll and Wh¬ 

iteside counties. Watch your 

local newspapers and future is¬ 

sues of Illinois Country Living for 

more information and dates. 

In the community... 

Jesse Shekleton (pictured above), Jo-Carroll Energy line superintendent and 
safety coordinator, recently took some time to help with judging at the Jo Daviess 
County 4-H Fair in Elizabeth. Jesse judged the Electricity projects. Member services 
manager Heidi Weber also helped with judging the International projects. 

In August, the focus shifted to the south with booths at the Carroll and 
Whiteside county fairs and a hotline demonstration on kids’ night at the Carroll 
County Fair. 
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Natural Gas Bills 
Higher natural gas bills will be coming this winter 

It appears that everyone is 

focused on the high price of 

gasoline but almost completely 

unaware that natural gas prices 

are skyrocketing too. Predicted 

increases mean the typical Il¬ 

linois consumer could pay about 

$540 more for their natural gas 

bill annually. 

Consumers may be unaware 

of the upcoming price increase 

because in the summer, most 

natural gas consumers use small 

amounts of natural gas to heat 

water or to cook. The price 

of natural gas usually only be¬ 

comes obvious during the win¬ 

ter heating season. 

“These are the largest in¬ 

creases we have seen and they 

come at a time when natural 

gas is normally at the lowest 

cost during the season; unfortu¬ 

nately we may see even higher 

prices before winter,” stated 

Bryan McCaskey, gas superin¬ 

tendent for Jo-Carroll Energy. 

The wholesale price of natu¬ 

ral gas has increased dramatical¬ 

ly since 2000. In the 1990s, the 

wholesale price of natural gas 

hovered in the 20 to 40 cent 

per therm range. Currently, the 

price of natural gas is at about 

four times that in the $1.20 

to $1.40 per therm range. The 

forward looking price of natural 

gas is about $1-45 per therm for 

the month of January. This is 

over double last January’s rela¬ 

tively high wholesale price of 

about $.59 per therm. 

This price increase will af¬ 

fect a residential gas consumer 

by about $350 to $700 per year 

a projection provided by ProLi- 

ance Energy, Jo-Carroll Energy’s 

natural gas purchaser. In Il¬ 

linois, the typical residential 

consumer uses about 900 therms 

per year. A 60 cent per therm 

increase in price would therefore 

add about $540 to a consumer’s 

annual natural gas bill. 

“In the past, we could buy 

natural gas at a lower price in 

the summer, store it, and then 

burn it in the winter to heat our 

homes,” said McCaskey. “With 

the high demands for natural 

gas this summer, there is less of 

a savings for buying gas in the 

summer for winter use.” 

Demands for natural gas in 

the United States and around 

the world have increased dra¬ 

matically. In the global market, 

emerging nations such as India 

and China are consuming more 

natural gas and petroleum. U.S. 

consumption is up with addi¬ 

tional volume being used in the 

ethanol and electric generation 

sectors. 

Jo-Carroll Energy provides 

natural gas service to approxi¬ 

mately 5,600 members in Car- 

roll and Whiteside counties. 

“We are advising our mem¬ 

bers that they can do several 

things to conserve natural gas 

and lower their bills,” said Mc¬ 

Caskey. “We would recommend 

that our members do whatever 

they can to conserve on their 

natural gas usage and prepare 

themselves for higher natural 

gas hills.” 

Jo-Carroll Energy offers the 

following energy conservation 

suggestions: 

( 

1) Lower the thermostat on your heater. 

Generally, for each degree that a thermostat is turned 

back, one to two percent can be saved on the heating 

bill. Consumers can also save by setting their thermostats 

back while the residents are sleeping or not at home. 

Consider installation of a programmable thermostat as a 

way to automatically control home temperatures. 
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2) Lower the tem¬ 
perature on your 
water heater, in¬ 
stall a timer on 
your water heater, 
or install a water 
heater blanket. 

In many instances, the 
payback on a water 
heater blanket is about 
one year. 

3) An easy way to reduce your heating costs 
is to add insulation to your walls and ceilings. 

Generally, it is recommended that buildings have at least 14 
inches of fiberglass insulation in their attics and about seven or 
eight inches in their walls. Cellulose insulation should also be 
considered. In addition, seal your windows with caulking. 

4) Finally, control 
your pilot lights. 

If you have gas-fired appli¬ 
ances with pilot lights, check 
into replacing them with au¬ 
tomatic ignition switches that 
only come on when the unit 
is in use. For each pilot light 
that is switched to an auto¬ 
matic ignition, the customer 
can generally save more than 
$20 per year. 

Jo-Carroll Energy is planning 
a series of home energy audit¬ 
ing workshops in communities 
throughout its service area later 
this year. These workshops will 
offer energy efficiency and con¬ 
servation information to help 
members find ways to lower their 
energy costs. 

Another suggestion is to 
consider budget billing to help 
manage energy costs. Budget 
hilling can help even out the 
seasonal highs and lows, and al¬ 
lows you to proportion the same 
amount each month. If you al¬ 
ready participate in budget bill¬ 
ing, think about increasing your 
payment now. 

Senior citizens and members 
on fixed incomes are encour¬ 
aged to apply for assistance 
available through Illinois’ Low 
Income Home Energy As¬ 
sistance Program (LIHEAP). 
LIHEAP is designed to help 
eligible low-income households 
pay for the rising cost of winter 
energy services. Tri-County Op¬ 
portunities Council, the Com¬ 
munity Action Agency serving 
Carroll and Whiteside counties 
administers this program. 
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Our Energy, Our Future 
A Dialogue With America 

Pressure is mounting in Congress 

to do something about climate 

change. And while political debates 

in Washington, D.C., may seem 

far away, the outcome will have a 

direct impact on our cooperative 

- and on you, the cooperative mem¬ 

ber and other electric consumers. 

Climate change is but one aspect 

of a looming energy crisis created 

by increasing demand and decreas¬ 

ing capacity to meet that demand. 

Experts now say some areas of the 

country will be short of power 

within one or two years. 

And yet energy supply isn’t an 

issue our elected representatives are 

spending a lot of time on. These 

forces, the desire by government 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

quickly and the growing demand 

for power by consumers, are about 

to collide. Some people say we can 

meet demand through efficiency and 

renewable energy. The reality is we 

need all the efficiency and renewable 

energy we can get, but that will not 

be enough. To avert an energy crisis, 

the federal government must exer¬ 

cise tme leadership, the same leader¬ 

ship that got Americans to the moon 

in the 1960s. Without that leader¬ 

ship - without a sound, responsible 

plan - government risks not only the 

reliability of our electric system, but 

literally the ability of many Ameri¬ 

cans to be able to afford to pay their 

electric bill. We, as electric co-op 

employees, members and constitu¬ 

ents, must call on elected officials to 

provide this leadership. That’s why 

we want to encourage you to contact 

your elected officials. 

Now. 

You don’t need to be an energy 

expert to ask questions. Asking 

questions helps find the answers 

to solve the problem of balancing 

climate change goals with keeping 

your lights on and your electric 

bills affordable. Right now, mem¬ 

bers of Congress as well as state 

elected officials are hearing from 

lots of different interest groups who 

have ideas about how to address 

climate change. No one is talking 

to consumers, however. We need 

a plan people can live with today 

while we deal with the climate 

change problem of tomorrow. 

To make things easy, we have a 

website that will send an email for 

you. Go to www.ourenergy.coop and 

plug in your address. There you’ll be 

able to ask a series of questions to 

your representatives in Washington. 

We’re kicking this effort off with a 

basic but critical question: What are 

they doing to make sure we’ll have 

the power we need in the future? 

Far too often questions don’t get 

asked by policy makers until plans 

go wrong. We believe it makes sense 

to know the answers before the laws 

are passed. You can help your elected 

officials and yourself by having this 

conversation. The electric bill you 

save will be your own. 

Productive dialogue begins by asking tough 
questions and requiring straight answers. Start by 
asking your elected officials these questions to get 

the dialogue headed in the right direction. 

AmriartElKSte For more information visit 
www.ourenetgy.coop 

Experts say that our nation's growing 
electricity needs will soon go well 

beyond what renewables, conservation 
and efficiency can provide. What is 
your plan to make sure we have the 
electricity' well need in the future? 

What are yil doir^h fully fund 
the research rec|jpfed to make 
emissions free Jfectric plants 

an affordable reality? 

Balancing electricity needs and 
environmental goals will be difficult. 

How much is all this going to 
increase my electric bill and what 
will you do to make it affordable? 

Start the conversation with your elected officials now @www.ourenergy.coop 
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Jo Carroll 

plans energy 

efficiency 

workshops 

Office hours 

Elizabeth Office 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Savanna Office 
8 a.m, to 1 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Both Offices 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

Jo-Carroll Energy • Elizabeth, Illinois • 800-858-5522 • www.jocarroll.com 

Jo¬ an 
A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative HI-LINES 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

It’s been said that energy ef¬ 
ficiency comes as naturally to 

electric co-ops as stringing wire, 
and that’s all the more important 
now that it looks like energy con¬ 
servation is back in style. There’s 
nothing like rising fuel prices to 
make us think harder about when 
and how we use energy. 

We have seen prices rise at the 
gas pump, which affects any goods 
and services whose delivery relies on 
transportation by cars, trucks, trains 
or planes. All of us are seeing prices 
rise for the fuels that run our ap¬ 
pliances and systems at our homes, 
farms and businesses. These dynam¬ 
ics naturally cause us to look at and 
make changes in our own personal 
use of energy as best we can. 

Energy conservation never 
went out of style in our business. 
Hardly a month goes by when this 
publication doesn’t print something 
on how to conserve energy. As the 
price of energy fluctuates, and as 
technology changes, co-ops will 
continue to pay attention to smart 
energy use. 

Why? It just makes sense. It 
makes sense to members, consider¬ 
ing you own the utility that supplies 
your electric power. It’s in your in¬ 
terest to make sure your own plans 
include conservative ways of using 
electricity and all other forms of 
energy you pay for. 

That’s why our member services 
department has developed a series of 
Home Energy Efficiency Workshops 

to be presented in every community 
in our service territory this fall. 

Because every home and fam¬ 
ily is unique, we’ll provide you 
with tips and tools on how you can 
track your monthly energy use and 
then use that knowledge to identify 
areas where you might be able to 
make changes. 

Participants in these free work¬ 
shops will learn how to do a basic 
home energy audit. They’ll hear 
more about how weatherization, in¬ 
sulation and window upgrades can 
affect energy efficiency and conser¬ 
vation. Other topics include light¬ 
ing, seasonal demand, EnergyStar® 
appliances and more. Discussions 
also will touch on renewable energy 
sources such as wind, solar and geo¬ 
thermal power. 

Simple steps can add up to 
make a big difference. Turning off 
lights when not in use; replacing 
old lighting, appliances and equip¬ 
ment with more energy-efficient 
models; and managing electricity 
and natural gas use carefully can 
cause a ripple effect. These small 
measures can add up to savings in 
energy and cost. 

Watch your local media and 
our Website for more information 
about the Home Energy Efficiency 
Workshops. We’re looking forward 
to seeing you there! 

Jo-Carroll Energy is commit¬ 
ted to helping our members reduce 
their energy costs and keeping the 
lights on for you. 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • June 31,2008 

The regular board meeting 
of Jo'Carroll Energy, Inc. 

was held in Springfield, Illinois 
on Thursday, July 31, 2008 in 
conjunction with the annual 
meeting of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC). Board members and 
others present were: Jack Jans- 
sen, Vernon Law, Tom Lundy, 
Joe Mattingley, Marty Werner, 
Dave Senn, Chris Stadel, Marcy 
Stanger, Pat Smith, Attorney 
John Cox, recording secretary 
Dorothy Young, President and 
CEO Michael Hastings, and 
staff member Richard Larimore. 
The agenda was approved as 
modified. The consent agenda 
items were approved 

Chairman’s Report 
Chairman Mattingley com- 

mented on the vital nature of 
renewable energy to the coun¬ 
try’s energy future. He noted 
how Jo-Carroll Energy has posi¬ 
tioned itself with the develop¬ 
ment of the renewable energy 
biomass plant and the joining of 
the National Renewable Coop¬ 
erative Organization (NRCO). 
Mattingley also discussed the 
meeting held on June 30, 2008 
between Dairyland and Jo-Car- 
roll Energy attended by Mattin¬ 
gley and Hastings and Clarence 
(Butch) Boettcher and Bill Berg 
from Dairyland. 

Dairyland Report 
Stadel reported on the Dairy- 

land board meeting held in July 
as well as the Dairyland orienta¬ 
tion he attended. He also dis¬ 
cussed the Dairyland report and 
the information received from 
Dairyland that would comprise 
that report. 

CEO’s Report 
Financial Operating Report 

— The CEO reviewed the co¬ 
op’s June financial reports. The 
June 2008 financial operating 
report was approved. The CEO 
also distributed a key ratio trend 
analysis received from the co¬ 
op’s banker, The National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Finance 
Corporation (CFC). 

Dairyland Update - The CEO 
discussed the meeting held on 
June 30, 2008 between Dairyland 
and Jo-Carroll Energy attended 
by Mattingley and Hastings and 
Clarence (Butch) Boettcher and 
Bill Berg from Dairyland. Hast¬ 
ings noted that Jo-Carroll Energy 
was in receipt of a new letter 
from Dairyland where Dairyland 
has responded to concerns raised 
by Jo-Carroll Energy. 

Biomass Plant Update - The 
CEO updated the board on the 
renewable biomass power plant. 
The co-op’s engineering firm, 
Worley Parsons, continues its 
work on engineering plans and 
budget numbers for the project. 
Work also continues with wood 
suppliers to supply wood fuel 
for the plant. Staff continues to 
work with potential equity part¬ 
ners for the project. 

JCWIFI Update - The CEO 
reported on the status of the 
JCWiFi program in conjunction 
with Computer Dynamics. A 
decision was made to discon¬ 
tinue further discussions with 
Computer Dynamics at this 
time. Computer Dynamics has 
been notified of this decision. 
Staff has begun to look at other 
options for communications 
with the co-op’s substations as 
well as other aspects of the co¬ 
op’s technology plan. 

Member First Initiative - The 

CEO provided an update on the 
co-op’s Members First initiative. 

Board Issues 
Attendance at the Badger 

Power Cooperative Annual 
Meeting - The board of directors 
discussed attendance at the Bad¬ 
ger Power Cooperative Annual 
Meeting scheduled for August 
25, 2008 at the Wisconsin Dells. 

Delegates to the Region V 
Meeting of the National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Finance 
Corporation (CFC) - The board 
of directors named Dave Senn as 
the voting delegate and Marcia 
Stanger as the alternate voting 
delegate to the CFC Region V 
meeting scheduled in conjunc¬ 
tion with the NRECA Region V 
Meeting to be held September 
9-11 in Dubuque, I A. 

Attendance at the CoBank 
Welcome Luncheon at the Re¬ 
gion V Meeting - The board of 
directors discussed attendance at 
CoBank’s Welcome Luncheon 
on September 9, 2008 to be 
held in conjunction with the 
NRECA Annual Meeting. 

CFC Territorial Integrity 
Fund Applications - The board 
of directors approved three sepa¬ 
rate resolutions for the co-op to 
make application to the CFC 
territorial integrity fund. This 
fund provides reimbursement for 
a portion of litigation expenses 
involved in co-op territorial dis¬ 
putes. Three separate complaints 
involving Alliant Energy were 
addressed in the applications to 
CFC. All these cases have now 
been dismissed and are moot 
(no longer relevant) due to the 
co-op’s acquisition of the Alii- 
ant Energy service territory. By 
separate motions, the board ap¬ 
proved all three resolutions. 
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Legal Update 
The board went into ex- 

ecutive session at 5:50 p.m. to 
review legal issues pending for 
the Cooperative. The board 
of directors came out of the 
Executive Session at 5:55 p.m. 
Attorney Cox then reported on 
legislative issues and events of 
interest to the co-op. 

Reports 
Stadel reported on his atten¬ 

dance at the Jo-Daviess County 

Leadership Forum held this 
month at the Savanna Army 
Depot Local Redevelopment 
Authority (LRA). 

Those attending the Sacia 
Dinner and Auction on behalf 
of Illinois ACRE reported on 
that event. 

John Cox reported on his atten¬ 
dance at a Boland fundraiser on 
behalf of Illinois ACRE. 

Those attending the Green- 

fair in Elizabeth on June 27, 
2008 reported on that event. 

Those attending the Bivins’ 
fundraiser on behalf of Illinois 
ACRE reported on that event. 

Upcoming Meetings 
The board members discussed 

a number of upcoming meetings 
that have been scheduled. 

Adjournment 
The board meeting was ad¬ 

journed at 6:10 p.m. 

CFL RECYCLING PROGRAM 
Jo-Carroll offers CFL recycling Jo-Carroll Energy is trying to 

help make your life a little 
greener. Not only has the co-op 
been distributing compact fluo¬ 
rescent lamps at county fairs and 
at our annual meeting, but we 
also offer a recycling program for 
disposing of the bulbs. 

This free service allows drop 
off of used bulbs at the coopera¬ 
tive’s offices in Elizabeth and Sa¬ 
vanna, as well as other locations 
in our service territory. 

“Jo-Carroll Energy is commit¬ 
ted, along with our members, to 
helping preserve the environ¬ 
ment. By using energy efficient 
appliances and practices, such 
as replacing regular light bulbs 
with CFLs we can make a real 
impact on both the local — and 
global — level,” said Heidi We¬ 
ber, member services manager. 

“CFLs are a great way to re¬ 
duce electricity consumption, 
which in turn, reduces the 
amount of pollution emitted by 
power plants,” Weber noted. 
“However, CFLs do contain a 
very small amount of mercury, 
and it is important that any 

product containing mercury be 
disposed of properly.” 

To take advantage of the recy¬ 
cling program, individuals sim¬ 
ply bring their used CFLs to one 
of the participating locations 
and place them in the special 
container. Once the container 
is full, it will be shipped to a re¬ 
cycling facility where the CFLs 
can be properly processed. 
Participating locations include: 

Jo-Carroll Energy Headquar¬ 
ters, 793 US Route 20 West, 
Elizabeth. 

Jo-Carroll Energy Savanna 
Office, 103 Chicago Ave., Sa¬ 
vanna. 

Galena Territory Association, 
2000 Territory Drive, Galena. 

Apple Canyon lake, Property 
Owners Association, 14A57 
Canyon Club Drive, Apple 
River. 

True Value Home and Build¬ 
ing Center, 115 Main Street, 
Savanna. 

Brinkman Building Center, 
915 2nd Street, Fulton. 

City Hall, Mount Carroll. 302 
N. Main St. 

East Dubuque Community Li¬ 
brary, 350 Wall St. 

ENERGY STAR qualified 
CFLs use about 7 5 percent less 
energy than standard incan¬ 
descent bulbs and last up to 10 
times longer. By installing CFLs 
in fixtures that are used the 
most in your home (such as your 
kitchen, living room or dining 
room), you can save approxi¬ 
mately $30 or more over the 
lifetime of each bulb. 

CFLs use less energy and last 
significantly longer than regular 
light bulbs. Compared to a tra¬ 
ditional incandescent light bulb, 
a CFL can save the consumer 
approximately $30 in electricity 
costs over the life of the bulb. 

Jo-Carroll Energy 
793 U.S. Route 20 West • RO. Box 390 

Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 
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Connections Card 
New Co-op Connections™ Program Offers Value to Members JoCarroll Energy has 

launched a program that oh 
rs further proof that being a 

member of an electric coop- 
erative has its advantages. The 
Co-op Connections program, a 
new card-based member benefit 
program for Touchstone Ener¬ 
gy® cooperatives, is designed to 
deliver added value to coopera¬ 
tive members. Jo-Carroll Energy 
is implementing this program 
in conjunction with the other 
Touchstone Energy co-ops serv¬ 
ing 17 million member-owners 
nationwide. 

A free offering for co-op 
members and participating 
businesses, the program ben¬ 
efits cooperative members by 
offering valuable discounts at 
participating local and national 
businesses. At the same time, 
those businesses benefit from 
increased customer visits by co¬ 
op members participating in the 
program. 

Jo-Carroll Energy members 
will receive Co-op Connections 
cards in the mail, poly-bagged 
to the November issue of Illi¬ 
nois Country Living. Once the 
member has signed the back of 

Co-op Connections® Card 

Jo-Carrol Energy 
A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

the card, it may be used at 
participating businesses lo¬ 
cally and nationwide. Co-op 
members can get a flavor for 
which businesses are partici¬ 
pating in the Co-op Connec¬ 
tions program by logging on 
to www.connections.coop. 

It will be easy to pick out 
which local businesses are 
participating. Look for the 
Co-op Connections stickers 
in their windows. Whenever a 
Co-op Connections customer — 
whether from Jo-Carroll Energy 
or from one of the hundreds of 
Touchstone Energy electric co¬ 
ops across the country — shows 
the card at a participating busi¬ 
ness, he/she receives a discount. 

“The Co-op Connections 
card is a valuable tool that cre¬ 
ates an even greater sense of 
membership and reinforces Jo- 
Carroll Energy’s longstanding 
commitment to community,” 
said Heidi Weber, member ser¬ 
vices manager. 

“It will add value and in¬ 
crease customer loyalty at par¬ 
ticipating businesses. Simply 
put, the Co-op Connections 
program is another way our 

members benefit from being a 
part of their electric coopera¬ 
tive,” added Russ Simpson, vice 
president of member services 
and economic development. 

Touchstone Energy is a 
national alliance of local, 
consumer-owned electric co¬ 
operatives providing high stan¬ 
dards of service to customers 
large and small. More than 600 
Touchstone Energy coopera¬ 
tives in 44 states are delivering 
energy and energy solutions to 
approximately 17 million cus¬ 
tomers every day. Touchstone 
Energy cooperatives serve their 
members with integrity, ac¬ 
countability, innovation and a 
longstanding commitment to 
communities. 

How to Replace a Furnace 
or Air Conditionina Filter 

Do you check your furnace/ 
air conditioner or heat 

pump’s filter each month? 
Probably not, but you should. 
Dirty air filters will reduce your 
furnace/air conditioner or heat 
pump’s efficiency levels more 
than you think, costing you 
more money. Chances are, you’ll 
need to replace your filter every 
other month, or even more of¬ 
ten if you have multiple pets or 

smoke indoors. 
You’ll save more money 

in energy costs by replacing 
the filter as needed than trying 
to squeak by another month. 
Bottom line: Filters are cheap, 
change them often. Here’s how: 

1. Locate your filter. It could 
be in your furnace, between 
the air handler and return 
air duct, or possibly in your 

return air duct in the ceil¬ 
ing. Is it furry with dust 
bunnies? Then it needs to 
be changed. Be aware that 
some newer furnaces con¬ 
tain two filters, one serving 
as a backup. Make sure you 
locate the main filter on 
this type of system. 

► Continued at top of next page 
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2. Measure your filter care¬ 
fully. They come in all dif¬ 
ferent sizes that can vary as 
little as 1/8-inch. The size 
should he marked on the 
old hirer. 

3. Determine which type of 
hirer you need. Most hirers 
are disposable while a few 
are reusable and will just 
need washing. Fiberglass 
or paper pleated disposable 
hirers are the cheapest. Be 
careful when shopping for 
a new hirer. If your system 

cannot handle the newer, 
allergen reducing, thicker 
hirers, using one could 

reduce the airflow to your 
unit and cut efficiency. 
When you buy a new hirer, 
get several so you have 
them on hand. 

4. Place the new hirer in the 
unit exactly where you 
found the old. Now, don’t 
just forget about it. Check 
it every month. 

5. For more information, con¬ 
tact your local HVAC deal¬ 
er or electric cooperative. 

Jo-Carroll Energy Home 
Energy Efficiency Workshops 

Energy costs continue to rise, 
and future projections sug¬ 

gest more of the same. The best 
options for lowering monthly 
bills are to use less energy and to 
use any required energy as ef¬ 
ficiently as possible. 

Jo-Carroll Energy will be 
sponsoring Home Energy Ef¬ 
ficiency Workshops that will 
focus primarily on low-cost and 
no-cost energy conservation 
and efficiency improvements 
that can be made in and around 
the home, as well as include 
information to help explain the 
forecasted high energy costs. 

These free public seminars, to 
be held in all Jo-Carroll Energy 
service territory communities, 
will teach participants how to 
perform fundamental in-home 
energy audits to cost-effectively 
address energy conservation and 
efficiency. Topics will include 
weatherization affects, insula¬ 
tion and window upgrades, air 
leakage, lighting, EnergyStar® 
appliances, seasonal demand, 
upgrade hnancing and grants, 
and other pertinent issues. Re¬ 
newable energy sources such as 

wind, solar and geothermal will 
be discussed, also. 

Jo-Carroll Energy service ter¬ 
ritory communities include: (Jo- 
Daviess County) East Dubuque, 
Galena, Apple River, Elizabeth, 
Hanover, (Carroll County) 
Savanna, Mt. Carroll, Thom¬ 

son, Chadwick, (Whiteside 
County) Fulton, Albany, and 
Erie. Watch your local media 
for information on times and 
locations in your area. 

Jo-Carroll Energy is commit¬ 
ted to helping members reduce 
their energy costs. 

Home Energy Efficiency Workshops 
JoDaviess County 

East Dubuque TEA 

Galena September 30, 6:00 - 8:00PM at Country Inn & Suites Co¬ 

sponsored by Galena Area Chamber of Commerce 

Galena Territory TEA 

Hanover TEA 

Elizabeth October 6, 6:00 - 8:00PM at Welcome Inn Co-sponsored 

by Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce 

Apple Canyon Lake TEA 

Carroll County 

Savanna September 24, 6:00 - 8:00PM at House of Events Co-spon¬ 

sored by Savanna Chamber of Commerce 

Mt. Carroll October 2, 7:00PM (6 PM Refreshments) at Kraft Building 

Co-Sponsored with Mt. Carroll Chamber of Commerce 

Chadwick October 1 5, 6:00 - 8:00PM at Chadwick Legion Hall Co¬ 

sponsored by Chadwick Community Boosters 

Thomson TEA 

Whiteside County 

Fulton September 1 8, 6:00 - 8:00PM at Manny's Too Co-spon- 

sored by Fulton Chamber of Commerce 

Albany October 9, 6:00 - 8:00PM at Albany Village Hall Co-spon- 

sored by Albany Chamber of Commerce 

Erie TEA 
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Wind turbine dots landscape in Jo-Carroll 

Standing 70 feet above the ridgeline to catch the wind, a 
wind turbine owned by Paul and Judy Wilson of Elizabeth 
is rated at 2 kW in optimum conditions. 

Wind power is not new to 
rural life in the Midwest. Once 
a necessity to pump water on 
farms, the windmill became an 
icon for rural America. Today, 
although many windmills are 
still in use, when someone talks 
about wind power they probably 
mean a wind turbine, a renewal 
energy source. 

Interest in this renewal en- 
ergy source has been growing in 
Illinois, and one Jo'Carroll En¬ 
ergy member family has added a 
wind turbine to their landscape. 
With the help of neighbors and 
friends, Paul and Judy Wilson 
erected a wind turbine at their 
rural Elizabeth home in May. 

Standing 70 feet above the 
ridgeline to catch the wind, the 
Wilsons’ wind turbine is rated 
at 2 kW in optimum condi¬ 
tions. The idea to “go green” 
was planted a couple years ago, 
when Paul saw an article in 
Time magazine that listed the 
exact model they have chosen 
as one of the 100 best inven¬ 
tions of the year. Then last year, 
when the Freeport paper ran an 
article about a turbine in use in 
Freeport they were impressed. 
“We talked it over, but not for 
very long,” Judy said. “He was 
all for it and said ‘let’s do it. 

“We just think it is a good 
thing to do; we are so much at 
the mercy of foreign oil. .. We 
need to utilize our natural re¬ 
sources,” she added. 

“It’s non-polluting,” Paul 
added. “When the wind blows 
we get electricity — how much 
depends on the wind.” 

Paul has done some research 
and anticipates they will have 
the best wind speed for part of 
the year, mainly in winter and 
spring. He also expects there 
will be some hot summer days 
when the turbine will generate 

very little energy. 
“For what we have invested 

in it, if we had the same amount 
in CDs or stock, it should pay 
better than that,” Paul noted. 
“It’s a self-preservation type of 
thing. We can’t say what energy 
will cost in the future because it 
depends so much on fuel costs.” 

Turbines like theirs, devel¬ 
oped by a company in Flagstaff, 
Ariz. have been put up across 
the United States with few 
problems, and are designed to 
supplement energy needs at resi¬ 
dences and small business. If it 
generates more power than they 
need, it will go into the power 
grid; there is no battery storage. 

Prior to putting up the 
wind turbine, the Wilsons had 

to meet county zoning require¬ 
ments, and met with Bob Pelelo 
of Jo-Carroll Energy for a review 
of the specifications and instal¬ 
lation. While most turbines are 
placed on 30-35-feet towers, 
theirs is on a 70-foot tower, 
guyed to three cement pads, 
due to their location and the 
surrounding landscape. They 
utilized well casing, purchased 
locally, for the tower. 

A crane from Fyons Well Drill¬ 
ing raised the tower into place. 
A group of friends and neigh¬ 
bors stopped by to help. 

“It has stirred up a lot of inter¬ 
est,” Paul said. “I have yet to 
hear a negative comment.” 
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Distributed Generation 
Application Process Explained 

Paul Wilson checks the guy 
wire on the wind turbine 
installed at his rural Elizabeth 
home. 

A worker releases the cables 
used to raise the Wilsons 
new wind turbine. 

JoCarroll Energy has an ap- 
plication and review process in 
place regarding the installation 
of distributed generation systems. 

Any member who installs a 
system, such as a wind turbine 
or solar panels, needs to contact 
Jo'Carroll for an application, 
provide all the technical infor¬ 
mation about the system they 
hope to install, and sign an in¬ 
terconnection agreement once 
an application is approved. 

The systems are an alternate 
source of energy, not a backup, 
noted Bob Pelelo. Because 
people are essentially becom¬ 
ing power generators and put¬ 
ting power on the grid, there 
are regulations, he noted. And, 
because they are either using 
power or sending power out, 
Jo-Carroll Energy installs a bi¬ 
directional meter (at the mem¬ 
ber’s expense) to measure power 
in both directions. Insurance 
requirements for someone with 
a distributed generation system 
will increase, also. 

“What we are looking for 
are assurances that their system 
will synchronize with our sys¬ 
tem,” Pelelo said. “It is impor¬ 
tant their system will shut down 
when we lose power. We don’t 
want it to backfeed our system 
when we lose power.” 

Wth the smaller distributed 
generation systems, proof of this 
will be seen in the manufac¬ 
turer’s literature and Jo-Carroll 
will make a test to see if the 
member’s system will go offline 
when power is lost. “We have to 
have the ability to lock the sys¬ 
tem out when power goes out,” 
he said. 

Pelelo stressed the safety is¬ 
sue that a distributed generation 
system not backfeed the system 
during an outage, especially im¬ 
portant if a lineman is working 

to restore power. 
A distributed generation sys¬ 

tem is one in which a member 
installs generation equipment 
and supplies their own power 
and are capable of supplying 
power back to the co-op’s grid. 

Safety and the quality of 
power delivered back onto the 
grid are prime concerns. “Most 
manufacturers are aware of the 
issues and most products meet 
our requirements, and most 
meet our safety standards also, 
especially on the smaller sys¬ 
tems,” Pelelo noted. He also 
recommends using a reputable 
contractor who has done instal¬ 
lations before. 

However, the application 
and review process does take 
some time. When someone is 
considering installation of a dis¬ 
tributed generation system they 
need to make the application 
at the beginning of the process. 
“They are not allowed to gener¬ 
ate power onto the grid until we 
have an interconnection agree¬ 
ment,” Pelelo stressed. 

Jo-Carroll Energy currently 
has one member with a wind gen¬ 
erator and three with solar gen¬ 
erators connected to the system. 

A crew from Lyons Well 
Drilling brought their crane 
to help erect a wind turbine 
installed by the Wilsons. 
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Lineman Rob Headlee shows what 
happens when a balloon comes in 
contact with an electric line. 

Jesse Shekleton, Jo-Carroll Energy line 
superintendent and safety coordinator, 
and lineman Rob Headlee present a hotline 
demonstration at the Carroll County Fair. 

Start the conversation with your elected officials now @www.ourenergy.coop 
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Hotline Demonstration at 
the Carroll County Fair 

Young fair goers react to the hotline 
demonstration presented by Jo-Carroll Energy 
at the Carroll County Fair, and even got to try 
on some of the Uneworkers’ equipment. 
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Renewable 
Biomass Plant 

Update 

Office hours 
Elizabeth Office 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Savanna Office 

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Both Offices 

Monday - Friday 

800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 

800-927-5254 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative HI-LIN 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

It has been just over a year since 

Jo'Carroll Energy announced 

plans to construct a renewable 

biomass power plant just north of 

Thomson and south of the Danisco 

Sweeteners plant. I believe we are 

progressing very well with the proj¬ 

ect, and no “fatal flaws” have been 

identified or encountered - that’s 

great news! 

As I write this in early October, 

a long-term wood supply agreement 

is very close to being secured. This 

is a critical element to the long¬ 

term price stability of electricity 

that comes from the biomass plant. 

Since Jo-Carroll’s announcement 

late last year, more than 10 enti¬ 

ties have announced plans to build 

biomass or partial-biomass plants in 

the region. As we predicted, there 

will be a number of biomass plants 

built, but there is a limit - there is 
only so much commercially-avail- 

able biomass! 

We continue to work closely 

with Blackhawk Hills Resource 

Conservation and Development as 

well as area farmers and landown¬ 

ers to develop switchgrass and corn 

stover supplies for the plant. This 

is a very exciting part of the project 

- I believe that the development of 

biomass crops in our region is vital 

to securing our energy future. 

We are also very close to filing 

the air permit application associat¬ 

ed with the biomass plant with the 

Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency (IEPA). We have had two 

pre-filing meetings with the IEPA, 

and they have been constructive. 

Our consulting engineer has 

done a great amount of work on 

the plant design; this work contin¬ 

ues to go well. One issue that has 

arisen since the project announce¬ 

ment is the dramatic escalation 

of equipment and materials costs. 

Commodities like steel, cement 

and copper have increased in price 

a great deal. Equipment costs for 

turbines, transformers and other 

electric equipment have shot up. 

China is putting a new coal-fired 

power plant on line about every 

five days now - this takes a great 

amount of these commodities and 

equipment. China is not alone - 

an international building boom is 

underway. I’m hopeful that one sil¬ 

ver lining that may occur through 

the horrible financial market news 

we’ve all heard about is that some 

of the cost pressure on commodi¬ 

ties and equipment will bring prices 

down for these items. 

We still plan to partner with 

one or more other firms on this 

project, and our efforts on this front 

are proceeding. Selecting the right 

partner for a project of this size is 

very important! 

We appreciate the support and 

great questions we’ve received from 

you about this important regional 

project. I would encourage you to 

call the office if you have further 

questions and we’ll get you answers. 

In the meantime, we’ll keep the 

lights on for you! 
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Four representatives to the 

Jo-Carroll Energy Board of 

Directors were re-elected in 

September. Results of the elec¬ 

tion were announced at the 

Jo-Carroll Energy 69th Annual 

Meeting held on Saturday, Sept. 

13 at the West Carroll Middle 

School in Mt. Carroll. Members 

of Jo-Carroll Energy elected 

board representatives, voted 

on bylaw changes, and learned 

of the co-op’s work to improve 

reliability and adjust to increas¬ 

ing energy costs at the annual 

meeting. After the meeting 

President/CEO Michael Hast¬ 

ings (left) met with re-elected 

board members David Senn of Chadwick and Marcia Stanger 

Mount Carroll, Tom Lundy of of Apple River. AOJUBJ Epuiq 
Savanna, John “Jack” Janssen of 

Two New Jo-Carroll Employees 
Jo-Carroll Energy has 

welcomed two more 

new employees in recent 

weeks. Natalie Bussan 

of Galena and Robyn 

Jackson of East Dubuque 

have both joined the 

billing services depart¬ 

ment. 

Robyn Jackson Natalie Bussan 

/  
Jo-Carroll Energy 

> 

1,  

793 U.S. Route 20 West • RO. Box 390 
Elizabeth, Illinois 61028'0390 

 , 
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Crews Complete Maintenance 
at York Substation JO'Carroll Energy linemen 

were at the York Substation 
just north of Thomson perform¬ 
ing maintenance work in late 
September and early October. 

Routine maintenance indi¬ 
cated the needed repairs includ¬ 
ing change out of a bushing on a 
161 kV transformer, a 1200 amp 
switch installation, multiple 
voltage regulator change outs 
and maintenance, according 
to Jesse Shekleton, Jo-Carroll 
Energy line superintendent and 
safety coordinator. The entire 
substation received a “scrubbing 
and cleaning,” Shekleton said. 

The repairs were coordi¬ 
nated through several weeks 
of engineering and equipment 
preparations. Shekleton ex¬ 
plained that the scheduled sub¬ 
station outage required several 
backfeed scenarios where power 
was rerouted through other 
sources to maintain power to all 
members. 

Crews of six to eight lin- 
eworkers were on site at the sub¬ 
station over a series of several 
days to accomplish the mainte¬ 
nance work. 
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OUR ENERGY, OUR FUTURE 
It’s Time to Come Together and Change Our Future 
Experts predict a 30 percent 

increase in power demand in 
America by 2030. Experts predict 
a 30 percent increase in power de¬ 
mand in America by 2030. Some 
areas of the country will run short of 
power within one or two years. 

Some people say we can meet 
demand through energy efficiency. 
Some say we’ve got to use more re¬ 
newable energy. Some say new tech¬ 
nology will solve the problem. Some 
haven’t said anything yet. 

That’s the first thing we have to 
change. Because this is a difficult 
conversation we need to have, right 
now. We need to face our energy 
challenge and find solutions. We 
have to meet climate change goals 
while keeping costs down and elec¬ 
tricity available. 

America needs a plan. Immediately. 
Now is the time to have a candid 

conversation with your elected of¬ 
ficials. Tell them you’re part of a 
national dialogue of consumers con¬ 
cerned with our energy future, and 
invite them to give straight answers 
to your tough questions. Together, we 
can find solutions and take action. 
The Issue 

Electric cooperatives, the electric 
utility industry and consumers— 
all of us—are facing a significant 
challenge in the next decade. Ris¬ 

ing demand for power has virtu¬ 
ally exhausted the surplus electric 
generation built in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. In fact, the U.S. 
Department of Energy forecasts that 
economic growth will drive a 30 per¬ 
cent increase in demand by 2030. In 
addition, any solution must include 
consideration for the environment 
and new climate change policy goals. 

To get where we need to be, we’ll 
have to be creative, and draw on 
many resources. Renewable energy 
has to be developed and added to 
the grid, now. Increased efficiency 
must be achieved on both sides of 
the meter, and new low-emissions 
power plants have to be built and 
brought on-line. 

Each of these options has tradeoffs 
and will cost money. So we’ve got to 
stay engaged, focused and ready to 
make smart choices. 

We know there’s no silver bullet 
to solving our energy challenges. 
That’s why we need to balance tra¬ 
ditional and renewable fuels, as well 
as increase energy efficiency. 
Electric Cooperatives 

Electric cooperatives are private, 
independent electric utilities, owned 
by the consumers they serve. Demo¬ 
cratically governed businesses, elec¬ 
tric cooperatives are organized under 
the seven cooperative principles that 

n 
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anchor them firmly in their com¬ 
munities and ensure that they are 
closely regulated by their consumers. 

Today, more than 900 electric 
cooperatives power Alaskan fishing 
villages, dairy farms in Vermont and 
the suburbs and exurbs in between. 
They provide reliable and techno¬ 
logically advanced service to more 
than 42 million Americans while 
maintaining a unique consumer-first 
approach to business. 

“Our Energy, Our Future” is a 
campaign to build a dialogue be¬ 
tween America’s electricity consum¬ 
ers and elected officials. It’s about 
our nation’s pressing capacity crisis, 
the technological hurdles we face in 
developing new, less carbon-inten¬ 
sive power generation, and the need 
to keep electricity affordable while 
achieving climate change goals. 

We need to begin a conversation 
now to prompt bipartisan political 
action, set achievable goals, and 
prepare for what all of this will mean 
to our monthly electric bills. As co¬ 
op members, we are consumers and 
owners of our local electric utility. It’s 
our responsibility to make our voices 
heard before decisions are made that 
affect our energy and our future. 
Start the Conversation 

Pose these questions to your rep¬ 
resentatives by visiting www.ouren- 
ergy.coop. On this site, you can send 
letters to your elected officials as 
well as learn more about the cam¬ 
paign. Or, fill out the form at left 
and return it to Jo-Carroll Energy 
and we’ll send the message for you. 
1) Experts say that our nation’s 
growing electricity needs will soon 
go well beyond what renewables, 
conservation, and efficiency can 
provide. What is your plan to make 
sure we have the electricity we’ll 
need in the future? 
2) What are you doing to speed the 
development of new technology 
that will allow me to have the elec¬ 
tric power I need while meeting our 
national climate policy goals? 
3) Balancing electricity needs and 
environmental goals will be difficult. 
How much will this increase my 
electric bill and what will you do to 
make electricity affordable? 
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Co-op Connections® Card 

Welcome to Co-op Connec¬ 
tions®. Jo-Carroll Energy is 

pleased to announce our newest 
member service - the Co-op Con¬ 
nections® card - a program that 
benefits our members by offering 
valuable discounts at participating 
local and national businesses. 

Benefits range from discounts on 
hotel and cruise line rates, to auto¬ 
motive and clothing price reductions 
- and valuable pharmacy discounts 
too! This service is of no cost to our 
members. You get your Co-op Con¬ 
nections card simply because you are 
a Jo-Carroll Energy member. 

The cards can be used at any loca¬ 
tion where Co-op Connections cards 
are taken. There are currently over 
120 participating co-ops across the 
United States with more than 8,000 
businesses offering discounts. More 
businesses are being added every day. 
Regional and national discounts are 
offered from numerous retailers such 
as Alamo car rentals, Barnes & No¬ 
ble.com, Cabot cheese factory, Cost¬ 
co, General Electric lighting, Husky 
Liners, Larson storm doors, Omaha 
Steaks, Kitchen Aid, Solar Direct, 
Sierra Trading Post, Thousand Trails 
camping centers, XM satellite radio 
and hundreds of others. With the 
increasing cost of living and travel, 
this card can be used as a resource for 
vacation discounts across the nation 
- and, more importantly, in your own 
backyard of Jo Daviess, Carroll and 
Whiteside counties. 

Local businesses 
Many businesses within the Jo- 

Carroll Energy service area have 
signed up to participate in the pro¬ 
gram including The Galena State 
Bank, Hoskins Building Center of 
Elizabeth, Manny’s Pizza of Savanna 
and so many more. Below is a listing 
of your local participating businesses 
and their offers for showing your Co¬ 
op Connections card (offers listed are 
as of October 1, 2008). 

Anytime Fitness, Dubuque, IA 
1 st month free with a new 12'month 
agreement. 

Cindy’s Classic Catering, Galena, IL 
10% off any catered event. 

Card 
Country Inn & Suites by Carlson, 

Galena, IL 
$ 10 off guest room or meeting space 
rental. 

Design Mill, Inc, Elizabeth, IL 
10% off merchandise only, excludes 
wholesale accounts. 

Dream Catcher, Galena, IL 
$1 off retail purchase of jewelry over $25. 

Eagle Ridge Realty, Galena, IL 
Free door mat at closing. 

Elizabeth Market, Elizabeth, IL 
20% off any floral arrangement over 
$15. 

From Head To Toe Sportswear, 
Galena, IL 
10% off any regular priced Woolrich 
or Columbia Sportswear item. 

Galena State Bank, Galena, IL 
One box of free checks when you open 
a new checking account. 
$100 off mortgage closing costs (limit 
one per year). 

Galena Tanning Salon, Galena, IL 
Buy 100 points and get 30 points free. 

Great American Popcorn Company, 
Galena, IL 
Buy 3 bags of popcorn and get 10% 
off your purchase. 

Hoskins Building Center, Inc., 
Elizabeth, IL 
10% off all imstock paint including 
custom-mixed colors. 

Jackson Concrete & Construction, Inc., 
East Dubuque, IL 
5% off labor charges. Must request at 
time of estimate/bid. 

Knautz Home Furnishings, Galena, IL 
10% off home decor. 

Manny’s Pizza, Savanna, IL 
$2 off any large pizza. Limit 2. 

Manny’s Too, Fulton, IL 
$2 off any large pizza. Limit 2. 

Manny’s Four, Freeport, IL 
$2 off any large pizza. Limit 2. 

Market House Restaurant, Galena, IL 
10% off food purchases (excluding 
alcohol). 

Outback Dee-Zign Salon & Spa, 
Savanna, IL 
5% off acrylic nails or manicure. 
5% off facials or leg & bikini waxing. 
10% off retail products (hair & body). 
15% off hydro massage bed service 
(dry water massage). 
5% off massage given by Jenna Stebbins. 
10% off pedicures. 
10% off wedding, prom or formal hair 
up-dos. 

R Toys & Gifts, Galena, IL 
10% off purchases, excluding Web- 
kinz items. 

Reisen Plumbing, Dubuque, IA 
$5 off service call. 

Renew Salon, Galena, IL 
20% off all regular priced retail. 

Stoney Creek Inn, Galena, IL 
$15 off regular room rate. 

Prescription Discounts 
In addition, the card program offers 

10% to 60% discounts on prescrip¬ 
tions at participating pharmacies, 
which includes hundreds of local 
independent pharmacies as well as 
over 48,000 national and regional 
pharmacy chain stores like CVS, 
Walgreens, Wal-Mart, Target and 
many more. Card holders can search 
online to find discounted prices on 
prescriptions (www.rxpricequotes. 
com) and participating pharmacies 
(www.locateproviders.com). 

It is important to remember that 
this card savings plan is not insur¬ 
ance; it is a pharmacy discount offer. 
The card provides immediate dis¬ 
counts at the participating pharmacy. 
Upon presenting your card to the 
pharmacist, you will pay the lower 
of a discounted price or the phar¬ 
macy’s regular retail price. There 
are no forms to fill out and no limit 
to the number of times you can use 
the card. The card cannot be used in 
conjunction with insurance. Howev¬ 
er, there may be occasions when the 
discount received by using the card 
is more than your normal insurance 
copayment. In those cases you can 
decide which you prefer to use. 

A complete listing of local, region¬ 
al and national businesses participat¬ 
ing in the program can be accessed 
by visiting the Co-op Connections 
web site, www.coopconnections.com, 
or the Jo-Carroll Energy web site, 
www.jocarroll.com and click on the 
Co-op Connections card icon in the 
News and Announcements section. 

Specific questions about the pro¬ 
gram can be answered by contacting 
the Jo-Carroll Energy Member Ser¬ 
vices Department at (800) 858-5522. 
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Jo-Carroll Energy Employees 
Help Repair Gustav Damage Two Jo-Carroll Energy employees 

were among the hundreds of 

electric cooperative linemen to help 

with repairs and power restoration in 

the wake of Hurricane Gustav. 

Jeremy Werner, a journeyman 

line worker, and Jesse Schiesl, an 

apprentice line worker, left Elizabeth 

at 5 a.m. on Sept. 3 with a bucket 

truck, heading to Dixie Electric 

Membership Corporation (DEMCO) 

electric cooperative, Louisiana’s larg¬ 

est electric cooperative, headquar¬ 

tered in Greenwell Springs, LA. 

By the time they arrived Thurs¬ 

day morning, 98 percent of DEM- 

CO’s service territory had been out 

of power since the previous Monday. 

“When people found out where we 

were from, they couldn’t thank us 

enough,” Werner said. “They were 

ecstatic to see us. And, when they 

knew we came that far to help them, 

that really impressed them a lot.” 

“I feel good about helping them 

out,” he added. 

DEMCO serves a seven-parish 

area near Baton Rouge including 

Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East 

Feliciana, Livingston, St. Helena, 

Tangipahoa and West Feliciana par¬ 

ishes. With approximately 90,000 

of DEMCO’s 95,000 members were 

without power, virtually the entire 

system was on the ground. 

The Association of Louisiana 

Electric Cooperatives in Baton 

Rouge had implemented a call to 

other statewide associations for as¬ 

sistance to help in recovery as part 

of emergency assistance procedures 

that allows cooperatives in storm- 

affected areas to turn to their fellow 

electric cooperatives in other states 

for help. The Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives in turn asked 

all Illinois co-ops for assistance. 

Eleven other Illinois co-ops sent 

crews to the gulf region bringing the 

assistance effort from Illinois co-ops 

to 56 men and 30 trucks. 

This was the fourth time Werner 

aided his fellow linemen in the gulf 

area. He previously volunteered to 

help with relief efforts in Gulfport, 

MS, after Hurricane Katrina in 

2005, in Mobile, AL, following Hur¬ 

ricane Ivan in 2004, and in Lake 

Charles, LA, following Hurricane 

Rita in 2005. 

After traveling a day and half 

to Louisiana, Werner and Schiesl 

were teamed up with another crew 

from Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

Association, headquartered in Steel- 

eville. They worked replacing poles, 

putting up wire, cutting trees and 

changing out transformers. 

“DEMCO got hit harder this time 

than after Katrina,” Werner noted. 

“While Katrina was more wide¬ 

spread, this was more isolated.” 

“Gustav was more devastating 

to Louisiana’s electric co-ops than 

Katrina or Rita, primarily because 

DEMCO reported 100 percent out¬ 

ages with extensive damage to trees, 

homes and businesses,” according to 

the Louisiana statewide association. 

All 12 of Louisiana’s electric co¬ 

operatives sustained some degree of 

damage to their systems in the storm. 

The hardest hit area included those 

cooperatives in the direct path of 

Gustav, which caused unprecedented 

wind destruction in cities and towns 

as far as 90 miles inland from the 

Gull of Mexico. Those cooperatives 

in the direct path of the storm were 

DEMCO, South Louisiana Electric 

Cooperative Assn. (SLECA) in 

Houma and Pointe Coupee Electric 

(PCEMC) in New Roads. 

Schiesl had been through plenty 

of ice storms with a company 

he worked for previously, hut 

this was the first time he 

had helped after a storm like 

Gustav. “It was a little worse 

than I expected,” he said. “It 

was an experience.” 

Werner described the scene say¬ 

ing, “There were 100 foot tall pine 

trees laying across houses; trees 

were down everywhere; houses 

were smashed. Wires and poles 

were down everywhere; creeks and 

streams were flooded.” 

Crews were laboring in 107 de¬ 

gree temperatures as they worked 

to restore power. “It was hotter 

than heck,” Werner added. “It was 

hot and humid, and there were 

bugs everywhere.” 

While it was serious work, Wer¬ 

ner added that it was good to meet 

the people, see a different part of the 

country and experience a bit of a 

different culture. Schiesl noted there 

were line workers from everywhere 

imaginable—Louisiana, Alabama, 

Georgia, Michigan, Texas, Indiana, 

Oklahoma. Schiesl echoed Werner 

noting the local co-op members 

were thankful the crews were there 

helping to rebuild. “They brought 

us lunch,” he noted. “They made us 

jambalaya; we’d have lunch in their 

backyards almost every day.” 

Although it was the fourth time 

he had volunteered for this type of 

duty, circumstances were a bit dif¬ 

ferent for Werner this time. He was 

getting married just three weeks 

after the hurricane. “I talked to my 

fiance, and she told me to go ahead 

and go, there was plenty of time and 

not to worry about it.” 
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On Sept. 5, Jo-Carroll 

Each month we print the name of a Jo-Carroll member who is eligible to win a monthly $25 reader¬ 
ship prize. If your name is printed in this month's edition, and not as a part of any article, contact 
Jo-Carroll to claim your prize no later than the 1 Oth of the month following publication. 

Insurance Questionnaire OFFICE CLOSED 
Insurance Questionnaire Not Endorsed 
You may have recently received in the mail a questionnaire titled 
“Questionnaire for Rural Residents” This 
questionnaire purporting to be a “survey’ 
regarding medical insurance is being 
mailed in the area and appears to be 
from a company called Reserve 
National Insurance. 
Jo-Carroll Energy is in no 
way associated with this 
company and does not 
endorse this questionnaire. 

Energy employees cel¬ 

ebrated foreman Rick 
Tippett’s 30-year an¬ 
niversary with the co¬ 

operative. Cake and ice 
cream was served in 

celebration. 

Office Closed for Holidays 
Our offices will be closed 
Tuesday, Nov, 11. for Vet' 
erans’ Day and Thursday 
and Friday, Nov, 2 7 and 
28, in observance 
of Thanksgiving 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • November 2008 6g 



Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 

• Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 
• Voluntary and open m

em
bership

 
• Voluntary and open m

em
bership 

Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • August 27,2008 

The regular board meeting of Jo-Carroll 
Energy, Inc. was held at the Cooperative 
office at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Au¬ 
gust 27, 2008. Board members and oth¬ 
ers present were: Jack Janssen, Vernon 
Law, Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Marty 
Werner, Dave Senn, Chris Stadel, Marcy 
Stanger, Pat Smith, Attorney John Cox, 
recording secretary Dorothy Young, Pres¬ 
ident and CEO Michael Hastings, and 
staff members Larimore, Buros, Hirsch, 
and Keleher. The agenda was approved 
as modified. 
The consent agenda items were ap¬ 
proved, including a review of the 
monthly safety meeting minutes for June 
and July 2008. 
Chairman’s Report 
Chairman Mattingley commented the 
support the co-op has received from the 
other members of the Badger Group. In 
addition to Jo-Carroll Energy, the Badger 
Group is comprised of four Wisconsin 
electric co-ops. Three of these co-ops 
and Jo-Carroll Energy worked together 
on power supply contract negotiations 
over the past several years. Mattingley 
also added his thanks to Scenic Rivers 
Energy for its assistance in restoring 
power after the August 4, 2008 wind 
storm. 
Dairyland Report 
Stadel reported on the August Dairyland 
Power Cooperative board meeting. 
Strategic Activity 
Smith presented the monthly board 
policy 116 - Members and Non-Member 
Requests for Cooperative Information. 
The policy was referred to the Policy 
Committee for further consideration. 
Smith presented a new policy concern¬ 
ing the prevention of identity theft (Red 
Flags). The board adopted the new Red 
Flags policy. 
Smith presented a possible modification 
to policy 114 dealing with contributions 
and donations. This policy was referred 
back to the Policy Committee for further 
review. 
Smith reported on the Policy Commit¬ 
tee’s review of policy 130 dealing with 
the retirement of capital credits. A 
special board meeting was scheduled for 
September 16, 2008 to discuss this im¬ 
portant issue in more detail. 
Smith presented a possible modification 
to policy 105A relating to directors’ 
compensation and benefits. The new 
language deals with directors attend¬ 
ing certain NRECA director courses at 
locations other than at the statewide 
association in Springfield, Illinois. The 
board adopted the suggested changes to 
policy 105A. 
Smith reported on the Policy Commit¬ 
tee’s discussion of co-op student scholar¬ 

ships. This topic will be discussed at the 
next meeting of the Policy Committee. 
Smith reported that the Policy Commit¬ 
tee also discussed future bylaw amend¬ 
ments dealing with director elections. 
The consensus was to try to make direc¬ 
tor elections as fair and transparent to 
the membership as possible. This issue 
will be addressed further during future 
board meetings. 
CEO’s Report 
Financial Operating Report — The CEO 
reviewed the co-op’s July 2008 financial 
reports. The CEO also discussed a new 
cost of service study that is underway. 
The July 2008 financial operating report 
was approved. 
NRCO Report - The CEO reported on 
recent activities involving the newly- 
formed National Renewable Coopera¬ 
tive Organization (NRCO). Jo-Carroll 
Energy is one of the founding members 
of the NRCO. Recent activities have 
included further work on the bylaws 
and the selection of a management firm 
to manage the NRCO during its initial 
formative years. 
Staff Training Report - In-house 
employee training has been scheduled 
utilizing JFK Associates, Inc. from 
La Crosse, Wisconsin. Five separate 
training sessions have been planned, 
beginning monthly in September 2008 
through January 2009. 
Power Supply Report - The CEO re¬ 
ported on recent activities involving the 
co-op’s power suppliers. 
Biomass Plant Update - The CEO 
updated the board on the renewable 
biomass power plant. An initial phone 
conference meeting with the Illinois En¬ 
vironmental Protection Agency (IEPA) 
has been held. The meeting was to dis¬ 
cuss necessary air and water permitting 
issues. Work continues on wood supply 
issues. The CEO reported on a number 
of contacts with potential equity part¬ 
ners. Simpson is proceeding to organize 
a new member advisory group to discuss 
environmental issues. 
Broadband Update - The CEO reported 
on staff and consultant activities involv¬ 
ing communication ties to the co-op’s 
substations and a possible wireless in¬ 
ternet program for the co-op members. 
Several staff members visited Shelby- 
Electric Co-op to look at its new wireless 
internet program and facilities. 
Members First Initiative - The CEO 
discussed recent activities relating to the 
Members First initiative. This included 
initial steps to develop a comprehensive 
performance management system. 
Home Energy Conservation Work¬ 
shops - The CEO provided a pre¬ 
liminary list of locations for the co-op’s 
home energy conservation workshops 

that will be conducted throughout the 
service area in September and October 
2008. 
Board Issues 
NRECA International Foundation - 
The board considered a donation to the 
NRECA International Foundation. A 
motion was made by Smith that was sec¬ 
onded by Stadel and carried unanimous¬ 
ly to make a $500 donation to NRECA’s 
International Foundation. This program 
assists the development of electric co-op 
systems in developing countries. Jo- 
Carroll Energy will be recognized for its 
support of the program at the NRECA 
Region V Meeting in Dubuque Iowa in 
September. 
Corporate Governance Issues - The 
board discussed corporate governance 
issues to make the co-op’s governance 
more transparent to the membership. 
2008 Strategic Planning - The board 
scheduled co-op strategic planning for 
November 5-7, 2008. 
Badger Group Annual Meeting - Reso¬ 
lution Discussion - The board discussed 
a possible board resolution being consid¬ 
ered by the other Badger Group mem¬ 
bers dealing with new Alliant Energy 
power generation resources. The board 
decided not to act on a resolution at this 
time. 
CFC Director Election for Region V 
- The National Rural Utilities Coopera¬ 
tive Finance Corporation (CFC) plans 
to elect a new director from Illinois at 
its regional meeting in Dubuque Iowa in 
September. The co-op board discussed 
the declared Illinois candidates for this 
election. 
Warehousing Needs - The board dis¬ 
cussed the issue of additional warehouse 
space and truck parking needs at the 
Elizabeth office. 
Legal Update 
The board went into executive session at 
1:05 p.m. to review legal issues pending 
for the Cooperative. The board of direc¬ 
tors came out of the Executive Session at 
1:15 p.m. Attorney Cox then reported 
on legislative issues and events of inter¬ 
est to the co-op. 
Reports 
Stadel reported on his attendance at the 
Jo-Daviess County Leadership Forum. 
Those attending the Senator Mike Ja¬ 
cobs event on behalf of ACRE reported 
on that event. 
Those attending the Badger Group An¬ 
nual Meeting reported on that event. 
Other Business 
The board chose Woodbine Bend for the 
2008 co-op Christmas party. 
Adjournment 
The board meeting was adjourned at 
1:50 p.m. 
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Happy 
Holidays! 

Office hours 
Elizabeth Office 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Savanna Office 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Both Offices 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

The holidays are here! I hope this mes- 
sage finds you and your family planning 
for great times and family events. The 
holidays are a fun and busy time of year. 
During the holidays, I always begin the 
process of reflecting back on the previous 
year and start planning for the next. 

As I write this column in early No- 
vember, my wife and I continue to work 
hard on “tightening up” the house for 
winter. Caulking and new weather strip¬ 
ping are the orders of the day. Unfortu¬ 
nately, some of the energy savings plans 
we hoped to implement in late 2008 have 
to be deferred to 2009 due to unplanned 
“budget busters” in other areas. Our 
plans included increases in home insula¬ 

tion and changes to our home’s heat¬ 
ing and cooling system. I received 
a lot of great ideas from the energy 
conservation workshops Jo-Carroll 

Energy held in September and Octo¬ 
ber. These were extremely well received 
by those members that attended. Russ 
Simpson and Heidi Weber did a great job 
with these workshops - if you see them, 
let them know how much you appreciate 
their help in saving your hard earned en¬ 
ergy dollars. 

The recent fall off in gasoline prices 
have given all of us a chance for a collec¬ 
tive sigh of relief. Natural gas prices have 
also fallen off their historic highs. Un¬ 
fortunately, it doesn’t look like the recent 
decreases in gasoline and natural gas pric¬ 
es will hold. All of us will need to con¬ 
tinue to examine ways that we can make 
changes that will decrease our overall en¬ 
ergy use and save energy dollars without 
sacrificing comfort or convenience. 

We continue to examine ways to save 
money at the co-op. As we complete the 

2009 budget process, we have identified 
numerous system improvements that we 
can make that will decrease maintenance 
costs. These are investments in your elec¬ 
tric and natural gas system that correlate 
with investments all of you are making at 
home and at your business in an effort to 
reduce energy usage and save money. 

These projects will ultimately increase 
system efficiency and reliability. In Sep¬ 
tember, the board approved building a 
substation communication infrastructure 
that will allow for supervisory control 
and data acquisition (SCADA), the first 
step in establishing two-way communica¬ 
tion not only with our substations but 
ultimately individual meters. This un¬ 
dertaking will improve data collection, 
system efficiency and system reliability 
and eventually provide the opportunity 
to better control energy usage. The same 
infrastructure can also provide high-speed 
broadband access to Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
membership. Reliable and efficient service 
is a necessity for continued community 
and economic development in our service 
territory and all of northwestern Illinois, 
and a goal that meshes with the coopera¬ 
tive principle of concern for community 
and our corporate mission to improve 
members’ quality of life. 

By now, all of you have received your 
Co-op Connections Card - what a great 
program! Please use your card at area 
businesses that have signed up for the Co¬ 
op Connections Card program - you can 
save even more money through a Jo-Car- 
roll Energy program. This program will 
save our members thousands of dollars 
each year in prescription drug costs alone! 
We continue to look for ways to save you 
money while offering the best electric and 
natural gas service possible. 

I hope all of you have a joyous holiday 
season! Don’t forget to give thanks - the 
reason for the season. 
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Co-op Connections Featured Business: 
Outback DeeZign Salon & Spa 

Jo-Carroll Energy members 
can save at area businesses every 
day with their Co-op Connections 
Card. Each month we will feature 
one or more of the local participat¬ 
ing businesses. Among the first 
area businesses to participate in the 
program is Dee Breuning’s Out¬ 
back DeeZign Salon and Spa in 
Savanna. Dee is offering Jo-Carroll 
Energy members an extraordinary 
assortment of discounts through the 
Co-op Connections Card program. 

Our featured business this 
month is Outback DeeZign Sa¬ 
lon & Spa located in Savanna. 
Owner Dee Breuning has been 
in business for 21 years, and her 
salon and day spa has been flour¬ 
ishing ever since the doors of her 
first salon opened in Mt. Carroll. 

A graduate of John Amico’s 
School of Hair Design in Ster¬ 
ling, Dee’s first salon was located 
at her residence in Mt. Carroll. 
Five years later she opened a 
country salon on Roberts Road 
before moving into Mt. Carroll, 
operating two salons, six days a 
week for 13 years. During that 
time Dee has continued her edu¬ 
cation. A Redkin master special¬ 
ist, her most intensive training 
was done through Redkin. 

The opening of Outback 
DeeZign Salon and Spa in 
downtown Savanna allowed 
Dee to meet her long-term 
goal of expanding her business 
and offering an up-to-date at¬ 
mosphere. “A day spa is more 
modern,” Dee noted. “It’s a 
relaxing environment. We find 
that people are doing more for 
themselves today.” 

In addition to Dee, the 
Outback has two hairstylists, 
Jessica Knauer of Elizabeth and 
Courtney Bielema of Thomson, 
and massage therapist Jenna 
Stebbins of Savanna. Dee also 

Dee Bruening, master stylist and owner of Outback DeeZign Salon and 
Spa, (right) offers a variety of discounts through the Co-op Connections 
Card program. She is pictured with massage therapist Jenna Stebbins. 

hopes to add another stylist in 
the near future. 

The salon and spa offers 
complete pampering with hair¬ 
cuts, color, perms, shampoo 
styles, wedding updos, manicures 
and pedicures, facials, and mas¬ 
sage and hydro massage. A vari¬ 
ety of products including Matrix, 
Redkin, Paul Mitchell, Bed- 
Head, American Crew, Ban de 
Terre, and others are available. 
Day spa packages are available. 
Gift certificates from Outback 
DeeZign make great gifts for 
family, friends and co-workers. 

Outback DeeZign Salon 
and Spa is located at 230 Main 
Street in Savanna and is open 
Monday - Saturday by appoint¬ 
ment. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Dee offers a variety of dis¬ 
counts through the Co-op Con¬ 
nections® card: 
5% off acrylic nails or manicure. 
5% off facials or leg & bikini 
waxing. 
10% off retail products (hair & 
body). 
15% off hydro massage bed ser¬ 
vice (dry water massage). 
5% off massage given by Jenna 
Stebbins. 

10% off pedicures. 
10% off wedding, prom or for¬ 
mal hair up-dos. 

Businesses interested in 
offering discounts or services 
through the Co-op Connec¬ 
tions® card, please contact 
Heidi Weber at 800-858-5522. 
A complete list of businesses 
participating in the Co-op Con¬ 
nections® program can be found 
on Jo-Carroll Energy’s web site 
at www.jocarroll.com. Just click 
on the Co-op Connections card 
on our homepage. 

Local Businesses 
Many businesses within the Jo- 
Carroll Energy service area have 
signed up to participate in the 
program including The Galena 
State Bank, Hoskins Building 
Center of Elizabeth, Manny’s 
Pizza of Savanna and so many 
more. Below is a listing of your 
local participating businesses 
and their offers for showing your 
Co-op Connections card (offers 
listed are as of Nov. 1, 2008). 
Anytime Fitness, Dubuque, IA 
1st month free with a new 
12-month agreement. 
Cindy’s Classic Catering, Ga- 
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10% off pedicures. 
10% off wedding, prom or for- 
mal hair up-dos. 
R Toys & Gifts, Galena, IL 
10% off purchases, excluding 
Webkinz items. 
Reisen Plumbing, Dubuque, IA 
$5 off service call. 
Renew Salon, Galena, IL 
20% off all regular priced retail. 
Stoney Creek Inn, Galena, IL 
$15 off regular room rate. 
*Valley Perennials Florist & 
Greenhouse, Inc., Galena, IL 
10% off trees & shrubs - not 
valid with any other sale or dis¬ 
count - must present card. 

lena, IL 
10% off any catered event. 
Country Crafts Store, Galena, 
IL 
10% off any regular priced web¬ 
kinz. 
* Country Inn & Suites by 
Carlson, Galena, IL 
$10 off guest room or meeting 
space rental. 
Design Mill, Inc, Elizabeth, IL 
10% off merchandise only, ex¬ 
cludes wholesale accounts. 
Dream Catcher, Galena, IL 
$1 off retail purchase of jewelry 
over $25. 
Eagle Ridge Realty, Galena, IL 
Free door mat at closing. 
Elizabeth Market, Elizabeth, IL 
20% off any floral arrangement 
over $15. 
From Head To Toe Sportswear, 
Galena, IL 
10% off any regular priced 
Woolrich or Columbia Sports¬ 
wear item. 
Galena State Bank, Galena, IL 
One box of free checks when you 
open a new checking account. 
$100 off mortgage closing costs 
(limit one per year). 
Galena Tanning Salon, Galena, IL 
Buy 100 points and get 30 
points free. 
Great American Popcorn Com¬ 
pany, Galena, IL 
Buy 3 bags of popcorn and get 

10% off your purchase. 
Hoskins Building Center, Inc., 
Elizabeth, IL 
10% off all in-stock paint in¬ 
cluding custom-mixed colors. 
Jackson Concrete & Construc¬ 
tion, Inc., East Dubuque, IL 
5% off labor charges. Must re¬ 
quest at time of estimate/bid. 
Knautz Home Furnishings, Ga¬ 
lena, IL 
10% off home decor. 
*Law Office of Julie Mark Hel- 
man, Galena, IL 
5% off legal services, excluding 
real estate transactions. 
Manny’s Pizza, Savanna, IL 
$2 off any large pizza. Limit 2. 
Manny’s Too, Fulton, IL 
$2 off any large pizza. Limit 2. 
Manny’s Four, Freeport, IL 
$2 off any large pizza. Limit 2. 
Market House Restaurant, Ga¬ 
lena, IL 
10% off food purchases (exclud¬ 
ing alcohol). 
Outback Dee-Zign Salon & 
Spa, Savanna, IL 
5% off acrylic nails or manicure. 
5% off facials or leg & bikini 
waxing. 
10% off retail products (hair & 
body). 
15% off hydro massage bed ser¬ 
vice (dry water massage). 
5% off massage given by Jenna 
Stebbins. 

Prescription Discounts 
, In addition, the card program 

offers 10 percent to 60 percent 
discounts on prescriptions at 
participating pharmacies, which 
includes hundreds of local in¬ 
dependent pharmacies as well 
as over 48,000 national and 
regional pharmacy chain stores 

i- like CVS, Walgreens, Wal- 
Mart, Target and many more. 
Card holders can search online 

1- to find discounted prices on pre¬ 
scriptions (www.rxpricequotes. 
com) and participating pharma¬ 
cies (www.locateproviders.com). 
It is important to remember 
that this card savings plan is 
not insurance; it is a pharmacy 
discount offer. The card pro¬ 
vides immediate discounts at 
the participating pharmacy. 
Upon presenting your card to 
the pharmacist, you will pay 
the lower of a discounted price 
or the pharmacy’s regular retail 
price. There are no forms to fill 
out and no limit to the number 

:. of times you can use the card. 
The card cannot be used in con¬ 
junction with insurance. How¬ 
ever, there may be occasions 
when the discount received by 
using the card is more than your 
normal insurance copayment. 
In those cases you can decide 
which you prefer to use. 

*our newest Connections Businesses 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING December 2008 6 



Co-op Connections FAQs Co-op Connections® Card 

What is the Co-op Connec¬ 

tion’s Card? 

The Co-op Connection’s Card 

is a tool that will provide mem¬ 

bers of Jo-Carroll Energy with a 

multitude of local and national 

benefits. Benefits range from dis¬ 

counts on hotel and cruise line 

rates, to automotive and clothing 

price reductions - and valuable 

pharmacy discounts too! This 

card is our gift to you - offering 

you discounts you deserve, while 

promoting the patronage of local 

and national businesses. 

How much does it cost? 

NOTHING! This is a FREE 

service provided to you by your 

electric cooperative: Jo-Carroll 

Energy. 

Can I get more cards for my 

family? / Can I receive a re¬ 

placement card? 

YES! Requests can be taken 

for pick up at our offices in Eliz¬ 

abeth and Savanna, or be sent 

to you in the mail. 

Where can I use this card? 

Anywhere that Co-op Connec¬ 

tions Cards are taken. There 

are over 120 participating coops 

over the United States, with 

more than 8,000 businesses of¬ 

fering discounts, and even more 

being added every day! These 

benefits are national - be sure 

to take them on vacation to 

receive discounts all over! Look 

for window and register stickers 

at these businesses. 

Where do I find a list of benefits? 

Go to www.jocarroll.com and 

start clicking on the many na¬ 

tional benefits listed. You can 

even search for local businesses 

in specific areas not listed in the 

national benefits page. If you do 

not have internet access contact 

our Member Services Depart¬ 

ment to request a list. 

Businesses which I frequently 

shop at are not on the list. 

What can I do to get them on 

the discount list? 

First, be sure to mention 

this valuable program to local 

businesses that you choose for 

your patronage. Second, call 

us at Jo-Carroll Energy and let 

us know the business that you 

believe should be a part of our 

Connect Business Network, and 

we’ll take it from there! 

Jo-Carroll Energy 
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

How does the pharmacy dis¬ 

count work? 

There are over 48,000 chain 

and independent pharmacies 

in this program, including: 

Wal-Mart, Rite-Aid, CVS, 

Walgreens, Kroger, HEB, Alb¬ 

ertsons, and many more! Show¬ 

ing this card when you purchase 

your prescription meds can save 

you between 10 percent and 60 

percent on short term, acute 

care medications such as antibi¬ 

otics and pain killers. 

^Pharmacy discounts are NOT 

insurance, and are NOT intend¬ 

ed as a substitute for insurance. 

I’m a business owner and want 

to be part of the Connect Busi¬ 

ness Network. 

Contact: Heidi Weber, Mem¬ 

ber Services Manager (hweber® 

jocarroll.com) to receive your 

packet today! 

Nominating Committee to Meet 
Jo-Carroll Energy’s Nominating Committee will meet Dec. 16 to select candidates 

for the cooperative’s board of directors in districts 5, 7 and 8. The nominating committee 
members will be appointed during the board’s Dec. 2 meeting, as required by the by¬ 
laws. 

If you would like to be considered for nomination for the director position in your 
district, please contact Dorothy Young at the Jo-Carroll office in Elizabeth by calling 800- 
858-5522, prior to Dec. 16. 

Jo-Carroll Energy’s 70th Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 4, 2009. 

eH-ie offices o(j Jo-ComoM Rne/igy be closed 

Tec. 24 and 25 in obseManee cj Cbistmas and 

Jan.1, 2009 $o,t J(lew QJea/t’s Toy. 
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4-H Club visited Jo-Carroll Energy 
Members of the Pleasant 

View 4-H Club visited 
Jo-Carroll Energy on Monday, 
Oct. 13. The 4'H’ers toured 
Jo-Carroll Energy headquarters 
in Elizabeth, viewed a hot-line 
demonstration and learned about 
electric cooperatives and how 
they are different from other 
utilities. Older 4-H’ers met with 
a representative of each depart¬ 
ment to learn about careers in 
the energy field. Younger mem¬ 
bers watched “Louie the Light¬ 
ning Bug” video and learned 
how electricity is generated. 

High school seniors encouraged 
to apply for scholarships 

Jo-Carroll Energy will award 
five $500 scholarships to high 

school seniors in 2009. This is 
the seventh year Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy has awarded scholarships to 
the sons and daughters of coop¬ 
erative members. 

“The purpose of the scholar¬ 
ship program is to assist electric 
cooperative member families in 
our service area,” said Michael 
Hastings, Jo-Carroll Energy 
president and CEO. “We and 
other Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives want to make a difference 
in our communities, and we 
think lending our youth a hand 
is one of the best ways to do 
this.” 

Current high school seniors 
within the Jo-Carroll Energy 
service territory are encouraged 
to apply for the scholarships. 
Applicants must be a current 
high school senior and a son 
or daughter of a Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy cooperative member who 
is receiving services from the 
cooperative at the time the ap¬ 
plication is submitted. 

Scholarships may be used for 
educational costs at any two- or 
four-year accredited college or 
university, including vocational/ 
technical schools and lineman’s 
school. 

Scholarship winners must 
begin undergraduate studies 
within one year of being notified 
that they have won. Scholar¬ 
ship winners are expected to be 
full time students (at least 12 
hours). Scholarships are for one 
year and are not renewable. 

Scholarships will be award¬ 
ed based on grade point average, 
college entrance test scores, 
work and volunteer experience, 
participation in school and 
community activities, a brief 
biographical statement with em¬ 
phasis on the student’s citizen¬ 
ship, leadership and character 

and that includes the student’s 
career goals and how the schol¬ 
arship would help them achieve 
those goals, and a short essay 
demonstrating their knowledge 
of electric/natural gas coopera¬ 
tives and the value of the co-op 
to its members and community. 
Applicants also will need to 
submit two letters of recommen¬ 
dation, one from a teacher or 
other school personnel and one 
from a community member who 
is familiar with the student. 

Deadline for application for 
the Jo-Carroll Energy scholar¬ 
ship is Jan. 31, 2009. Scholar¬ 
ship winners will be notified in 
May of 2009. Two scholarships 
will be awarded in both Jo Da¬ 
viess and Carroll counties and 
one scholarship in Whiteside 
County. 

Applications are available 
from Jo-Carroll Energy and lo¬ 
cal school guidance counselors. 
For further information, please 
contact Peggy Francomb, com¬ 
munication specialist, at 800- 
858-5522, ext. 218. 
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Galena 
The 23rd annual Commu' 

nity Roundtable sponsored 
by the Galena Rotary club, in 
cooperation with Galena Ga¬ 
zette Publications, will be held 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2009, at 
Eagle Ridge Resort and Spa. 
This year’s theme, “Are You 
Plugged In . . . Solving Our En¬ 
ergy Crisis With People Power”, 
focuses on solving the energy 
crisis now facing everyone. 

While the problem is world¬ 
wide, the roundtable will zero in 
on local issues and what can be 
done. Starting off the program 
will be a PowerPoint presenta¬ 
tion outlining the overall prob¬ 
lem and how we got here. 
Moderator Alan Wenzel will 
lead a diversified panel of con¬ 
cerned citizens in discussing 

Rotary Roundtable 
these key questions: 

First, “What is the national 
and international impact of the 
energy crisis?” 

Second, “What role does 
local government (state, county 
and city) play?” UIJO3 su>[ 

And, finally and most im¬ 
portantly, “How does the energy 
crisis affect me, the consumer? 

Following these discussions, 
Russ Simpson, Jo-Carroll Energy 
vice president of economic de¬ 
velopment and member servic¬ 
es, will speak on energy savings 
for the home and individuals. 
The roundtable will then break 
for a sit-down luncheon. 

After lunch, participants 
will remain and form small 
“roundtables” and be asked to 
give their input to the big ques¬ 

tion of the day: “Where Do We 
Go From Here . . . Solutions.” 
Answers will be quickly tabu¬ 
lated and presented to the full 
assembly. The meeting will then 
be opened to questions from the 
audience. 

The day-long event begins 
at 8:30 a.m. and end at 3:30 
p.m. Admission will be $35 for 
those who pre-register or $40 
at the door. The admission fee 
includes a sit-down luncheon. 
Pre-registration forms are avail¬ 
able at most Jo Daviess County 
banks, the Galena Territory 
Property Owners Club and the 
Galena Gazette. Pre-registration 
forms are also available by visit¬ 
ing the Galena Rotary website, 
www.galenarotary.org. 

Seven 2009 IEC Memorial 
Scholarships Available 

Jo-Carroll Energy president 
and CEO Michael Hast¬ 

ings has announced that for 
the fourteenth consecutive 
year the Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives will award academic 
scholarships to high school 
seniors. 

Seven scholarships of 
$1,250 each will be awarded 
in 2009 to eligible high school 
seniors through the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Pro¬ 
gram. 

Four scholarships will be 
awarded to students who are 
the sons or daughters of an 
Illinois electric cooperative 
member receiving service from 
the cooperative. A fifth schol¬ 
arship, the Earl W. Struck 
Memorial Scholarship, will be 
awarded to a student who is 
the son or daughter of an Il¬ 

linois electric cooperative em¬ 
ployee. The sixth and seventh 
scholarships are reserved for 
students enrolling full-time at 
a two-year Illinois community 
college who are the sons or 
daughters of Illinois electric 
cooperative members, employ¬ 
ees or directors. 

Candidates are judged on 
the basis of grade point aver¬ 
age, college entrance exam 
scores, work and volunteer ex¬ 
perience, school and civic ac¬ 
tivities, and a short essay that 
demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives. 

For more information 
contact Peggy Francomb at 
Jo-Carroll Energy at 800-858- 
5522, ext. 218 or ask your 
high school guidance coun¬ 
selor. 

Energy • 
Efficiency 
“Tip of the 

Month” 
Cut your heating bills as 
much as 10 percent by fol¬ 
lowing this quick tip. 

By resetting your program¬ 
mable thermostat from 
72 degrees to 65 degrees 
for eight hours a day (for 
instance, while no one is 
home or while everyone is 
tucked in bed) you can cut 
your heating bill by up to 
10 percent. 

Source: U.S. Dept, of Energy 
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# How to Weather a Winter Outage 
Severe winter storms 

containing high winds and 
ice can cause widespread and 
prolonged outages. Always call 
your cooperative when you 
have an outage, and follow 
these steps to get through it 
safely. 

1. Have the following on-hand 
this winter: 

• Battery-powered radio 
• Flashlights 

• Extra batteries 

• Extra blankets 

Spare containers you 
can fill with water for 
drinking/washing/hygiene 

Food that doesn’t require 
cooking and a hand-held 
can opener 

Extra prescription 
medicines 

• Special items for infant, 
elderly or disabled family 
members 

• A first aid kit 

2. If you have a standby 
generator, make sure you 
operate it safely and have a 
transfer safety switch. Install 
a transfer safety switch 
now, before your generator 
is needed. The switch will 
prevent electricity from 
traveling back through the 
electric lines, making the 
lines very dangerous for 
crews working to restore 
your power. 

3. Switch off lights and 
appliances so you don’t 
overload your circuits when 
power is restored. Leave on 
one lamp to signal when 
your power is back on. 

4- Close off any unused rooms. 

5. If you fear your water pipes 
will freeze and you don’t 
have a well, turn the taps 
on slightly so water slowly 
drips. If you are on a well 
you can shut off the main 
water supply to your home 
and then turn all the taps 

on all the way to drain any 
remaining water (pour this 
water into containers so 
you can use it for drinking, 
washing, etc.) 

6. If using grills to heat food, 
use them outside only, away 
from the house, to prevent 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 

7. Don’t open the refrigerator 
or freezer. Food can stay 
fresh in a full refrigerator for 
24 hours, and in a full deep 
freezer for 48 hours (24 hours 
if only half full). 

8. Stay inside when possible 
and dress in layered clothing. 

Warning: Never go near 
downed electrical lines. Even 
if your power is out, the lines 
could be energized. Call your 
cooperative immediately and 
inform them of any dangerous 
lines. 

Red Flag policy 
The Jo-Carroll Energy Board 

of Directors recently ap¬ 
proved an Identity Theft Preven¬ 
tion Policy (Red Flags). The 
“Red Flag Rule” was mandated 
by the Federal Trade Commis¬ 
sion and went into effect on Jan. 
1, 2008; entities such as Jo-Car- 
roll Energy originally had until 
Nov. 1 to be in compliance. Al¬ 
though the Federal Trade Com¬ 
mission recently extended the 
deadline for compliance to May 
31, 2009, Jo-Carroll Energy has 
already completed the process of 
approval of the policy. 

This policy was mandated 
by the government to assure that 
we do all that is possible to be 
aware of identity theft and the 

activities and practices that can 
be followed to try to prevent it. 
The Red Flag Rule requires all fi¬ 
nancial institutions and creditors 
to implement an “Identity Theft 
Prevention Program” for the 
purpose of detecting, preventing 
and mitigating identity theft for 
their covered accounts. The rule 
applies to “creditors” who main¬ 
tain one or more accounts and in 
the rule, the term “Utility Com¬ 
panies” are defined as creditors. 

Because of this new rule 
and the related policy, you may 
be asked to provide additional 
information and identification 
when you make inquiries regard¬ 
ing your service/account with Jo- 
Carroll Energy. Please be patient 

with us as we work to insure that 
we are compliant with this new 
requirement and assist in pro¬ 
tecting you from identity theft. 

Those who practice identity 
theft are very good at getting 
information from those who least 
suspect that they are being used 
for such purposes. This policy 
will be of assistance to all of us to 
be on the alert so that we can be 
a source of member information 
and give us tools to avoid being 
so used. In addition, we need 
to be aware of those situations 
where reporting an incident to 
a supervisor may well stop some 
potential harm to a member. 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • September 25,2008 

The regular board meeting of Jo- 
Carroll Energy, Inc. was held at the 

Cooperative office at 9 a.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 25, 2008. Board members and oth¬ 
ers present were: Jack Janssen, Vernon 
Law, Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Marty 
Werner, Dave Senn, Chris Stadel, Marcy 
Stanger, Pat Smith, Attorney John Cox, 
recording secretary Dorothy Young, Presi¬ 
dent and CEO Michael Hastings, and staff 
members Larimore, Buros, and Simpson. 
Rick Greene, President of Wireless Data 
Systems, Inc. was present during the dis¬ 
cussion of the substation infrastructure/ 
broadband initiative. Heidi Weber was 
present during the board discussion of new 
member packets and director postcards. 

The agenda was approved as modified. 
The consent agenda items were ap¬ 

proved for September 2008. 
Chairman’s Report 

Chairman Mattingley discussed recent 
conversations and thoughts he has had 
concerning Dairyland Power Cooperative. 
Dairyland Report 

Stadel reported on the September 
Dairyland Power Cooperative board 
meeting. 
Strategic Activity 
Smith presented the monthly board 
policy 117 - Use of the Multi-Purpose 
Room. The board approved the policy as 
presented. 
CEO’s Report 
• Financial Operating Report - The 

CEO reviewed the co-op’s August 2008 
financial reports. The August 2008 fi¬ 
nancial operating report was approved. 

• Power Supply Report - The CEO 
reported on recent activities involving 
the co-op’s power suppliers, Dairyland 
Power Cooperative and Alliant Energy. 

• Biomass Plant Update - The CEO 
updated the board on the renewable 
biomass power plant. The air permit 
application is close to being finalized 
and filed with the Illinois EPA. Work 
continues on wood supply issues. The 
CEO reported on recent contacts with 
potential equity partners. A water 
study at the biomass plant site has been 
scheduled. 

• Fulton Natural Gas Franchise Report 
- The CEO updated the board on the 
recent Fulton City Council Meeting 
attended by Bryan McCaskey, Bob 
Houzenga and Hastings. The natural 
gas franchise agreement between Jo- 
Carroll Energy and the City of Fulton 
was on the Council’s agenda. Hastings 
provided a brief report to the Council 

and answered questions. The parties are 
close to agreement on the natural gas 
franchise. Work will continue over the 
next month on finalizing the franchise 
agreement. 

• IRS Tax Exemption Certificate - 
Natural Gas - The CEO reported that 
the United States Internal Revenue 
Service had approved the co-op’s ap¬ 
plication to amend Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
tax exemption certificate to allow the 
co-op to conduct the natural gas busi¬ 
ness on a tax-exempt basis. 

• Home Energy Conservation Work¬ 
shops - Simpson provided a report of 
the first two home energy conservation 
workshops conducted by Simpson and 
Weber. Several directors have also been 
in attendance. These workshops were 
held in Fulton and Savanna. While the 
workshop attendees are appreciative of 
the co-op’s efforts, member attendance 
has been low. 

Board Issues 
• Consideration of Substation Infra¬ 

structure / Broadband Initiative - The 
board considered a staff proposal to 
construct a substation infrastructure 
backbone to enable communication 
with the co-op’s substations. Ad¬ 
ditionally, the staff proposal included 
a business plan to provide broadband 
wireless internet services to the mem¬ 
bers utilizing the same infrastructure. 
A lengthy business plan was reviewed. 
After discussion, the board approved 
the substation infrastructure and broad¬ 
band service proposal. 

• Consideration of Membership with 
CoBank — The board considered 
membership in CoBank, a cooperative 
financial institution affiliated with the 
federal government. CoBank provides 
financing to many cooperatives. Mem¬ 
bership in CoBank will provide an 
additional lending source as the co-op 
prepares for financing for the biomass 
plant. The board approved membership 
in CoBank. 

• Committee Assignments for 2008- 
2009 - Chairman Mattingley provided 
a list of board committee assignments 
for 2008-2009. 

• NRCO Annual Meeting - The board 
named Hastings as the co-op’s 2008- 
2009 director from Jo-Carroll Energy. 
He will serve on the board of directors 
of the National Renewables Coopera¬ 
tive Organization (NRCO). The board 
also named Hastings to serve as the 
co-op’s delegate at the NRCO’s first 

Annual Meeting scheduled for Nov. 
14, 2008. 

• Dairyland Load Forecast Resolution 
- The board considered and approved 
Dairyland’s load forecast for Jo-Carroll 
Energy. Dairyland is required to file the 
load forecast with the Rural Utilities 
Service. 

• New Member Packet - Director 
Postcards - Weber led a board review 
of new member packets and several 
new options for director contact with 
new members in the respective director 
districts. The board approved the mod¬ 
ifications to the new member packets 
and one of the options for director 
contact with new members. The new 
member packets and the new director 
contact method will save the co-op 
staff substantial time as well as printing 
and mailing costs. 

Legal Update 
The board went into executive session 

at 1:10 p.m. to review legal issues pending 
for the Cooperative. The board of direc¬ 
tors came out of the Executive Session at 
1:20 p.m. Attorney Cox then reported on 
legislative issues and events of interest to 
the co-op. 
Reports 

Stadel reported on his attendance at 
the Jo-Daviess County Leadership Forum. 

Cox reported on the Jo-Daviess County 
Ad Hoc Economic Development Commit¬ 
tee meeting held recently at the co-op. Cox 
and Simpson are assisting with this effort. 

Cox reported on a recent meeting at 
the co-op office regarding the Highway 20 
building initiative. The group is called the 
JD/S 4-Lane 20 Association. The board 
considered and approved a proposal for 
co-op staff to assist with the development 
of Highway 20 in conjunction with the 
JD/S 4-Lane 20 Association. This effort 
will lead to increased highway safety and 
economic development for the region. 
Upcoming Meetings 

The board discussed attendees at a 
legislative fund-raising event for Senator 
Bivins on behalf of Illinois ACRE. 
Other Business 

The board considered and approved the 
scheduling of a board meeting for Novem¬ 
ber and December 2008 (combined) on 
Tuesday, December 2, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. at 
the co-op office. 
Adjournment 

The board meeting was adjourned at 
2:15 p.m. 
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