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Cooperative Introduces 
New Name... Sort of! 

Beginning January 1, 2008, welcome 
to EnerStar Electric Coopera¬ 

tive! In 2004, the board of directors 
made a concentrated effort to return 
to the core business. They adopted the 
following mission statement: EnerStar 
exists to reliably distribute affordable 
electricity to its member-owners while 
upholding our values of integrity, 
accountability and commitment to 
community. 

To complement our mission state¬ 
ment, EnerStar’s board of directors 
adopted a “somewhat” new name at the 
November 2007 board meeting. It was 
an ever so slight change and it might 
be overlooked if we did not point it 
out to you. 

The name change represents our 
“back to basics” business philosophy 
and the focus on the core business of 
our cooperative - providing reliable 
electricity and excellent customer ser¬ 
vice to our membership and supporting 
the communities that we serve. 

“We wanted a name that more 
closely reflected the fundamental 
nature of our business,” said Peter E. 
Kollinger, President and CEO. “Ener¬ 
Star Electric Cooperative tells you who 
we are and what we do.” 

We have always been honored to 
serve our members. “EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative” just tells the world clear¬ 
ly that we are an electric cooperative 
and proud of it! 

Seventy Years of Service 1938-2008 
A s an electric cooperative, 

EnerStar is a locally- 
owned and locally- 
controlled utility that 
provides electricity 
at cost to its mem- 
bers-owners. 

Rural pioneers 
established electric 
cooperatives in the 
late 1930s and early 
1940s. Cooperatives 
like EnerStar brought 
electricity to rural areas that the inves¬ 
tor-owned utilities wouldn't or couldn’t 
serve, turning on the lights for thousands 
of farmers and rural Americans. 

Nearly 70 years later, electric 
cooperatives like EnerStar are the pri¬ 
mary providers of electricity in rural 
areas of downstate Illinois. Coopera- 

tives serve small businesses, 
^((2 industries, farms and 

Your Toudmooc Energy* Coopcratrrc 

residences. 
Today, as was 

true 70 years ago, 
cooperatives are 
governed by a 
unique form of 
democracy. Mem¬ 
bers, the owners 

of the cooperative, 
guide it through the 

election of directors who 
represent their interests on the board 
of directors. 

Local control through an elected 
board of directors ensures all members 
an equal voice in the operation of their 
electric cooperative. The one-member, 
one-vote concept is not only a right of all 
cooperative members...it’s a responsibility. 
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Board Petition Period Continues 
Through January 

The annual meeting of members 
is just around the comer and the 

January 15, 2008, deadline to submit 
petitions is fast approaching. If you 
are interested in mnning for election 
to the EnerStar Board of Directors, 
pick up your petition now! 

Prior to receiving a petition, can¬ 
didates should verify with coopera¬ 
tive personnel that they reside within 
an open Representative District. Peti¬ 
tions then require the signatures of 
15 EnerStar members who live in the 
candidate’s Voting District. All mem¬ 
bers signing petitions must have an 
original membership card on file and 
must be currently receiving electric¬ 
ity from the cooperative. 

Petitions first became available 
on November 28, 2007. Members 
can continue to receive petitions 

through January 15, 2008, the day 
that completed petitions must be 
returned to the EnerStar office. The 
first day petitions may be turned in 
is January 2, 2008. 

When petitions are submitted, 
candidates should provide a short 
biographical sketch, 250 words or 
less, that will be included in the 
official notice to members. The bi¬ 
ography will also be included in the 
March 2008 issue of this publication. 
The cooperative will also need a 
digital photo. 

The role of director is a huge 
commitment - of time, energy and 
education - more than most mem¬ 
bers realize. A Board Election Packet 
is available which provides consider¬ 
able detail about what to consider 
before accepting the role as director. 

To receive a packet or for ques¬ 
tions regarding the petition process, 
contact EnerStar’s Vicki Ewing at 
217-466-7601 or e-mail her at 
vewing@enerstar.com. 

2008 Annual Meeting 
of Members 

January 2, 2008 - First day to 
turn in petition and candidate 
biography 

January 15, 2008 - Last day 
to turn in petition and candidate 
biography 

March 15, 2008 - 69th Annual 
Meeting of Members 

Three director positions are open for election at the forth' 
coming 69th Annual Meeting of Members. All positions 

are for three-year terms. If you have questions regarding what 
voting and representative district you are located in, consult 
the map on page 16c or contact an EnerStar Member Accounts 
Representative at 800^635'4145 during normal business hours. 

Voting District A 
Representative District 1, 
currently served by 
Jeff Zimmermann 

The Townships of New¬ 
man, Bowdre, and Sar¬ 
gent in Douglas County, 
Illinois; the Townships of 
East Oakland and Ash¬ 
more in Coles County, 
Illinois; the Township 
of Embarrass in Edgar 
County, Illinois; and all 
that portion of the Town¬ 
ship of Shiloh lying south 
of the 1800th Road in Ed¬ 
gar County, Illinois 

Voting District B 
Representative District 5, 
currently served by 
Carrol Drake 

The Township of Elbridge 
in Edgar County, Illinois; 
all that portion of the 
Township of Symmes lying 
north of the 400th Road 
and west of Illinois High¬ 
way 1 in Edgar County, Il¬ 
linois; and all that portion 
of the Township of Symmes 
lying north of the 300th 

Road and east of Illinois 
Highway 1 in Edgar County, 

Illinois 

Voting District C 
Representative District 9, 
currently served by 
Danny Card Jr. 

The Townships of Ander¬ 
son, Darwin, Melrose, 
and York in Clark County, 
Illinois; and all that por¬ 
tion of the Township of 
Marshall lying south of 
Interstate Highway 70 in 
Clark County, Illinois 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 61 



Enerstar Power Corp 
9 Representative Districts 

Board Candidate Petition Dates 
January 2, 2008 First day to turn in petitions 
January 15, 2008 Last day to turn in petitions 

March 15, 2008 
69th Annual Meeting of Members 

YOUNG AMERICA 

SHILOH NORTH 

SARGENT 

District 1 

EAST OAKLAND 

EMBARRASS 

WESTFIELD 

SHILOH 
SOUTH 

District 2 

District 3 

GRANDVIEW 

District 4 

DOLSON NORTH 

D strict 6 

DOLSON SOUTH 

SYMMES NORTH 

District 5 

SYMMES SOUTH 

DOUGLAS t 

MARSHALL 
NORTH 

District 7 

MARTINSVILLE 

3 Voting Districts 

MARSHALL 
SOUTH 

B 

BROUILLETTS 
CREEK 

WABASH NORTH 

District 8 
WABASH SOUTH 

DARWIN 

District 9 

YORK 

Voting Districts A, B, and C each 
contain three Representative Districts 

in shades of red, green, and blue, respectively. 

Mission statement 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative exists to reliably distribute affordable 
electricity to its member-owners while upholding our values of 
integrity, accountability, and commitment to our community. 

Your EnerStar 
Directors: 

Jeff Zimmerman 
Oakland 
District 1 

Tom DeWitt 
Brocton 
District 2 

Dale English 
Paris 
District 3 

John Fell 
Kansas 
District 4 

Carrol Drake 
Paris 
District 5 

David Sprigg 
Marshall 
District 6 

Gene Higginbotham 
Martinsville 
District 7 

Don Baggs 
Marshall 
District 8 

Danny Gard Jr. 
West Union 
District 9 
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Make the New Year a Time of Reflection... 
It’s a great time to review what guides our cooperative 

Your electric cooperative, EnerStar, is a not-for-profit cooperative 
business. As a member of the cooperative, you enjoy privileges that 

customers of other electric companies do not have. Electric cooperatives 
are special businesses because the members we serve own us. The New 
Year is a great time to review the seven cooperative principles that guide 
our business and reflect the best interests of our members. 

Seven Cooperative Principles 

1) Voluntary & Open Membership - 
Our cooperative is a voluntary orga¬ 
nization, open to all persons able to 
use our services and willing to accept 
the responsibilities of membership, 
without gender, social, racial, politi¬ 
cal or religious discrimination. 

2) Democratic Member Control - 
EnerStar is a democratic organi¬ 
zation owned by our members. 
Members serving as elected repre¬ 
sentatives of the board of directors 
are elected by the membership. 
Members have equal voting rights 
—one member, one vote. 

3) Members’ Economic Participa¬ 
tion - Members contribute equally 
to, and democratically control, the 
capital of our cooperative. Members 
allocate surpluses for any or all of the 
following purposes: developing the 
cooperative^ setting up reserves, and 
supporting other activities approved 
by the membership. 

4) Autonomy and Independence - 
EnerStar is an autonomous, self-help 
organization controlled by our mem¬ 

bers. If we enter into agreements 
with other organizations, including 
governments, or raise capital from 
external sources, we do so on terms 
that ensure democratic control by 
our members and maintain our coop¬ 
erative autonomy. 

5) Education, Training and In¬ 
novation - Our cooperative provides 
education and training for our mem¬ 
bers, elected representatives and 
employees so they can contribute 
effectively to the development of our 
cooperative. We inform the general 
public about the nature and benefits 
of cooperation. 

6) Concern for Community - While 
focusing on our members’ needs, coop¬ 
eratives work for the sustainable devel¬ 
opment of their communities through 
policies accepted by our members. 

7) Cooperation Among Cooperatives - 
Our cooperative serves our members 
most effectively and strengthens the 
cooperative movement by working 
together through local, regional and 
national structures. 

History of Electric Cooperatives 

It is worthy to note how electric 
cooperatives were organized. Dur¬ 
ing the 1930s, as our country was 
emerging from the throes of eco¬ 
nomic depression, electricity use was 
becoming widespread throughout 
the cities. However, Americans who 
lived in rural areas were still in the 
dark because investor-owned utili¬ 
ties did not feel they could afford to 
invest in rural America. They simply 
felt that it would not be profitable to 
serve rural areas. 

President Franklin D. Roos¬ 
evelt saw the benefits electricity 
provided and wanted all Americans 
to share in the value it offered. 
Roosevelt signed federal legislation 
that offered the investor-owned 
electric companies low-interest 
loans to finance the construction 
of electric facilities in rural areas. 
To his surprise, the investor-owned 
electric companies still had no in¬ 
terest in serving rural areas, even 
though there was great interest 
by rural Americans to receive the 
benefits of electricity in their homes 
and on their farms. 

So rural Americans took their 
future into their own hands. Lo¬ 
cal groups across the country came 
together and formed electric coop¬ 
eratives. These were “grassroots” 
efforts with volunteers often going 
door-to-door to solicit interest and 
collecting memberships. The low- 
interest loans were leveraged with 
private dollars to build a system, 

I based upon cooperative principles, 
that continues to enhance the qual¬ 
ity of life of rural Americans. Rural 
cooperatives, like EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative, are an excellent ex¬ 
ample of the power of community. 
When one person joins with many 
people, we can accomplish great 
things together. 

The basic principles from which 
the cooperative was founded have not 
changed. These principles guide us 
today and into the future so that our 
organization will be even stronger for 
those who will inherit it from us. 
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A Look Back at Willie Wirehand 
‘He’s small, but he’s wiry 

You have probably seen 
his face but have you 

ever wondered where in the 
world he came from? Willie 
Wirehand, complete with a 
light-socket head, push-but¬ 
ton nose and an old-fash¬ 
ioned electrical plug filling 
out his lower half, has been 
a celebrated official mascot 
and “spokes character” of 
electric cooperatives across 
the county for more than 
50 years. The friendly and 
inspirational figure came to 
symbolize dependable, local, 
member-owned electricity. 
His profile was emblazoned 
on rural electric office build¬ 
ings, trucks, uniforms, signs, 
light bulbs - you name it, 
Willie was there. 

Willie was “born” Octo¬ 
ber 30, 1950, the creation of 
a freelance artist working for 
the National Rural Electric Cooper¬ 
ative Association (NRECA), based 
at the time in Washington, D.C. 
NRECA is the service organization 
for the nation’s 1000-plus electric 
cooperatives. The concept was 
based on the idea that the symbol 
should portray rural electric service 
as the farmer’s hired hand, which 
in those days was almost the whole 
public relations story that coopera¬ 
tives wanted to get across. 

Willie came along in the hey¬ 
day of “cartoon advertising,” when 
hundreds of lovable characters 
— Mr. Clean, the Jolly Green Gi¬ 
ant, and Elsie the Cow - promoted 
everything from food to household 
cleaners to stomach antacids. 

But Willie’s use as the symbol 
of rural electric has not been with¬ 
out controversy. Investor-owned 
utilities had a trademarked figure 
named Reddy Kilowatt that had 
been around since 1924. When 
electric cooperatives came on the 
scene in the 1930s, the creator of 
Reddy Kilowatt refused to allow 
them to use the symbol. 

NRECA 

An early image of Willie 
celebrating the New Year. 

In 1953, ownership of Reddy 
passed to a group of power compa¬ 
nies. Soon after, Reddy sued a South 
Carolina cooperative using Willie, 
charging copyright infringement. 
The gist of their campaign was not 
so much about how Willie looked. 
They were concerned with “Willie’s 
poses” which showed him doing 
every day activities like voting in an 
election, working on the farm and 
celebrating the holidays. 

The courts ruled in favor of 
Willie, stating that Reddy could 
not have a monopoly on cartoon 
characters symbolizing electricity. 

With this victory, Willie came 
to symbolize more than cooperative 
friendliness - he was now the true 
embodiment of cooperative spunk, 
willing to stand up for consumers in 
the face of impossible odds against 
the entrenched might of huge 
power companies. The phase, “He’s 
small but he’s wirey” became part 

of the trademark Willie was 
granted by the U.S. Patent 
Office in 1957. 

By the 1970s, the popular¬ 
ity of using spokes-characters 
had waned. Reddy Kilowatt 
had a hard time adjusting 
to the energy crunches of 
the ‘70s. Many power com¬ 
panies gave Reddy the pink 
slip. Willie, on the other 
hand, donned a sweater 
and hopped on a bicycle in 
new ads to promote energy 
conservation. He was shown 
caulking and offering energy 
tips. 

In the 1980s and 1990s, 
animation brought new life 
to cartoon characters in 
the advertising world. In 
response, Willie Wirehand 
became the rage again, 

==* although not a full-fledged 
marketing vehicle. He 

evolved into a pop art celebrity, 
with his image adorning novelty 
items like coffee mugs and watches. 

Willie Wirehand will always 
have a special place in history of ru¬ 
ral electric cooperatives. As part of 
the year-long celebration commem¬ 
orating EnerStar’s 70th anniversary, 
we will look back at Willie’s “poses” 
through the years and see “What in 
the world is Willie doing now? ” 

Willie puts 
on a sweater 
during the cold 
winter months. 
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EnerStar Power Earns 
Rural Electric Safety Accreditation 

One of the ways 

EnerStar shows its 

commitment to the com¬ 

munities it serves is by 
ensuring the safety of not 
only its employees, but 

also the member-own¬ 
ers served throughout 
Clark, Edgar, Coles, 
Vermilion and Douglas 
counties. With this objec¬ 

tive in mind, EnerStar 
recently pursued and was 
awarded safety certifica¬ 
tion through its National 

Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association’s 
(NRECA’s) Rural Elec¬ 
tric Safety Accreditation 
Program (RESAP). 

The goal of RESAP 
is to preserve life and 
to prevent injuries; to 
establish electric utility 
safety and loss control standards; to 

recognize cooperative employees 
who work every day to maintain a 
safe working environment; and to 
complement the co-op’s mission of 
reliable electric service for its mem¬ 

bers. This safety accreditation will 
also help lower the cooperative’s 
insurance premiums. 

“The accreditation process 
is a huge time commitment and 

consists of three elements: field 
observation, documentation and 

verification,” said Mike Clark, En- 

erStar’s Line Superintendent. Clark 

stated that during the field obser¬ 

vation portion, a three-member 

inspection team led by Jim Nevel, 

Manager of Regulatory Compli¬ 

ance at the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives, visited the 

EnerStar office headquarters as 

well as line crews out in the field. 

During their visit, the inspection 

team quizzed office employees 

about fire evacuation routes, 

where Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) are located at each office 
and other safety procedures. 

Inspectors took note of the gen¬ 
eral neatness and cleanliness of each 
office. They also checked for tripping 

hazards like excess computer cords 
or wires in walkways or open areas. 

They checked the pole yards, trans¬ 

former pads and company vehicles 

from pick-up trucks to bucket and 

digger trucks to ensure that these 

vehicles had all the safety equipment 

required by the Illinois Department 

of Transportation and Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA). The field observation visit 

accounted for 50 percent of the 

cooperative’s total score. 

The documentation and 

verification portion of the process 

included the accreditation applica¬ 

tion as well as being 

able to produce docu¬ 
mentation of accident 

investigations, safety 
seminars conducted for 

employees and other 
verification of Ener- 

Star’s safety program 
at work. The documen¬ 
tation and verification 

portion of the accredi¬ 

tation accounted for the 
other 50 percent of the 
co-op’s overall score. 

EnerStar was 

accredited with a 
combined (on site 
inspection, documenta¬ 
tion and verification) 

score of 94 on a 100 
point scale. EnerStar 

also scored 100 per¬ 
cent on the verification 
process that consists 

of six random documents selected 

electronically. The on-site field ob¬ 
servation was most impressive with 
a score of 95 percent. “It was one 
of the highest scores received by an 

Illinois electric cooperative,” said 
Clark. “We were told it is rare for 
a first time application to receive 
such high marks.” 

The Rural Electric Safety Ac¬ 
creditation Program requires each 

cooperative to complete a re-certi- 
fication process every three years. 

“EnerStar plans to maintain its cer¬ 

tification for many years to come,” 
1 said Clark, “Receiving the RESAP 

certification is a great accomplish¬ 

ment for all of our employees.” 

“Obtaining RESAP certifica¬ 

tion demonstrates an ongoing com¬ 

mitment to safety,” added Peter 

Kollinger, EnerStar’s President & 

CEO. “I am very proud of all the 

hard work that each and every one 

of our employees put into reaching 

this milestone.” 
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Planned Outage Notification Call List 
If you depend on life support equipment, contact EnerStar 

EnerStar does its best 
to keep the power on 

24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, and 365 days a year. 
Yet despite our best efforts, 
outages do occur. For most 
members, this is an incon¬ 
venience, but for those who 
depend on electricity to 
power life support equip¬ 
ment, an outage can present 
a real challenge. 

Most outages are 
weather-related but a few are 
planned in advance for main¬ 
tenance and construction 
purposes. For instances of 
a planned outage, EnerStar 
maintains a Planned Outage 
Call List for those members with 
a verified medical necessity. These 
members receive notification in the 
event of a scheduled power outage. 

If you or a relative depend on 
electrically powered life support 
equipment and would like 

to be put on the call list for medical 
reasons, it is necessary for 
the member’s doctor to send a 
letter to EnerStar indicating the 
need for electrically operated life 
support. The letter should include 
information regarding the person 

needing life support equip¬ 
ment, the type of equipment, 
and location information. It is 
the member’s responsibility 
to keep all contact informa¬ 
tion updated with EnerStar. 

It is important to stress 
that by being placed on the 
planned outage call list, 
EnerStar is in no way guar¬ 
anteeing uninterrupted power 
supply. Members must make 
personal arrangements for 
both unplanned and planned 
outages. 

If you or your business 
depends on uninterrupted 
power supply, the use of an 
electric generator is highly 

recommended and computers 
should have some sort of a battery 
back-up system. 

To be placed on the Planned 
Outage Call List for medical rea¬ 
sons, contact Jennifer Martin at 
(800) 635-4145, extension 612. 

r office will be closed 
December 31,2007, 
and January 1,2008, 

for the New Year’s holiday. 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Space Heaters: Helpers or Hogs? 
1 Portable space heaters offer one 

JL solution to the problem of cold 
rooms. Most electric space heaters 
are very simple devices that use coils 
of resistance wire to generate heat. If 
you’ve watched the coils inside your 
toaster glow bright orange, you’ve 
seen resistance wire in action. Some 
have a fan to blow air across the coil, 
while others wrap the wire around 
ceramic pieces or encase it in a 
sealed, oil-filled radiator. (Non-elec¬ 
tric space heaters may not be suitable 
for indoor use without ventilation, 
because they may create deadly 
gases like carbon monoxide.) 

Space heaters can generate a 
tremendous amount of heat in a very 
short time, but may not be the most 
economical or efficient solution for 
ongoing needs. Even a small space 
heater can consume 1500 watts of 

electricity, the same as 20 standard 
75-watt light bulbs. In addition, don’t 
put them where young children or 
nosy pets might be tempted to touch 
them, or near combustible materials. 

If you have a cold or drafty 
room, it may not be properly sealed, 
so any warm air you create is just 
going to escape. By identifying and 
solving the real problem, you may 
eliminate the need for the space 
heater and improve your comfort all 
year "round. 

If you're wondering whether a 
space heater is the right choice for 
you, our Energy Advisor Tim Haddix 
will be happy to offer help. He can 
be reached by telephone at 800-635- 
4145, extension 617 or by e-mail at 
thaddix@enerstar.com. It’s one more 
way we provide free advice when you 
want it and help when you need it. 

The Hot Facts on 
Space Heaters 

• Electric space heaters typically 
use coils of resistance wire to 
generate heat, like toasters. 

• Some have fans to spread heat 
around the room. 

• Others use ceramic pieces or 
oil-filled radiators to store heat. 

• They’re usually not the most 
economical or efficient solu¬ 
tion for home heating. 

• Even a small one can use 1500 
watts of electricity (same as 20 
standard 75-watt light bulbs). 

• Cool or drafty rooms usually 
need better sealing, not space 
heaters. 

• Don’t place space heaters 
where young children or pets 
may touch hot areas. 

• Keep them away from paper 
and other combustible materi¬ 
als, too. 

• Many non-electric space heat¬ 
ers are not safe for indoor use 
without ventilation. 

• Our Energy Advisor has free 
advice when you want it and 
help when you need it. 

CaMpYH 
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• EnerStar will collect used oil on the first Monday of each 
month or by appointment during normal business hours. 

• Service available to residential members who are considered 
“do-it-yourselfers” for home and farm use. 

• Drain the oil or transmission fluid into a suitable container. 
The container capacity should be no larger than 5 gallons. The 
cooperative can also accept oil in 30-50 gallon drums as long as 
the containers are properly sealed. 

• Important to remember...Do not mix the oil with other liquids 
such as antifreeze, gasoline, paint thinner, brake fluid or water. 

If you have questions about the program, contact EnerStar 
Mike Clark at 1-800-635-4145, extension 616 or e-mail him at 
mclark@enerstar.com. 
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Crestwood 
School 

i Paris, Illinois 
Member Breakfast 7:30-9:00 a.m. 

Member Registration 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
Meeting Begins 9:30 a.m. * 

Knowing How 
to Vote 16b-c 
Learn about voting procedures 
and the candidates 

What We Were Talking 
About 16d 
February 1969 - 30 years ago 

Same Cooperative...New 
Name! 16d 
We are now EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative 

Benefit of Membershiplbe 
Why you get this magazine 

CFLs and Mercury... 16f 
Should you be concerned? 

Beware of Counterfeit Elec¬ 
trical Products  16g 
Ways to tell a fake 

Is Your Home Losing its 
Heat? 16h 
Insulating your attic 

Annual Meeting and 
Board Election Information 

EnerStar Annual Meeting Just Around the Corner Throughout the years, EnerStar 
Electric Cooperative has promoted 

the fact that rural electric coopera¬ 
tives are owned by, controlled by, and 
exist to benefit the membership. The 
cooperative’s annual meeting offers an 
excellent opportunity to take part in 
the business of your member-owned 
cooperative. 

That opportunity is just around the 
comer at the upcoming 69th Annual 
Meeting of Members. The meeting 
will be held on Saturday, March 15, 
2008, at 9:30 a.m. Members will want 
to come early for their pancake and 
sausage breakfast served by EnerStar 
employees from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

It is the democratic control that 
affords you, the member, the privilege 
of attending the annual meeting and 
participating in the director elections. 
A director is a member just like you. 
He or she represents your district and is 

your voice in the cooperative. 
The EnerStar service territory 

is divided into nine Representative 
Districts. Representative districts are 
then assigned to one of three Voting 
Districts. Although the Representative 
Districts range in size, they contain ap¬ 
proximately equal number of members. 
A description and map of the Represen¬ 
tative Districts and Voting Districts is 
available on page 16c. 

Via first-class mail, around Febru¬ 
ary 15, 2008, members will receive 
an envelope containing all necessary 
voting documentation for the EnerStar 
board elections. The following items 
will be included: Official Notice, Voting 
Ballot, Ballot Envelope and a Return 
Envelope. 

Official Notice - This is the of¬ 
ficial announcement of the meeting as 
required by the bylaws. The notice 

* continued on page 16b 
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-* continued from page 16a 

includes the meeting date, time, and 
location. It also contains election 
information and voting instructions. 
Members should carefully read these 
instructions to ensure their ballot is 
completed correctly and not voided 
due to incorrect completion. The 
notice will also include a brief can¬ 
didate biography. The candidates are 
solely responsible for the content 
provided in the biography. 

Voting Ballot - At the 2008 
annual meeting, three representa¬ 
tive districts are up for election for 
three-year terms. Ballots are color 
coded by Voting District. To properly 
complete a ballot, members should 
mark an “X” in the box. The two 
lines of the “X” must cross inside the 
box. Members must not color in 
the box or use a check mark when 
voting. The Election Inspectors are 
required to void any ballot incor¬ 
rectly completed. The completed 
ballot should be placed inside the 
Ballot Envelope and sealed. Election 
Inspectors will open the ballot enve¬ 
lopes and count the ballots at the An¬ 
nual Meeting. The Election Inspectors 
Committee consists of EnerStar mem¬ 
bers who are not current EnerStar em¬ 
ployees or directors. Members’ voting 
preferences will remain anonymous. 
Election results will be announced 
at the close of the meeting after all 
business properly brought before the 
meeting has concluded. 

Ballot Envelope - This envelope 
is smaller than the return envelope 
with the words “Ballot Envelope” 
clearly stated on the front. Com¬ 
pleted ballots should be sealed inside 

this envelope. The 
ballot envelope 
should be placed in 
the return envelope 
and sealed. 

Return Envelope 
- The return envelope 
is the larger of the two 
envelopes. For the con¬ 
venience of our members, 
the return envelope will be 
stamped and self-addressed 
to the attention of the Elec¬ 
tion Inspectors. Members 
are required to sign the 
back of the return envelope 
where indicated. This certifi¬ 
cation verifies that the member 
personally voted the enclosed 
ballot. If the account is a joint 
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SIGN THIS BALLOT! 
INSERT THE SECRET BALLOT ENVELOPE INTO THIS RETURN ENVELOPE 

Return envelopes with ballots enclosed can be mailed or hand-delivered to the EnerStar office and must be 
received by Friday, March 14,2008. 

Return envelopes may also be brought to the Annual Meeting on Saturday, March 15, 2008, at Crestwood 
School, 15601 US Hwy 150, Paris, Illinois. 

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify that as a member of EnerStar Electric Cooperative I have personally voted the enclosed ballot for 
the 2008 Director Election. 

FROM: 
(Void if not signed by member, or at least one member if a shared membership is held.) 

Vour voting preference will 
remain anonymous. 

DO NOT INCLUDE PAYMENTS OR OTHER 

CORRESPONDENCE IN THIS ENVELOPE. 

membership, only one member is re¬ 
quired to certify the ballot. 

Members may return their ballots 
one of two ways. Return envelopes 
with ballots enclosed can be mailed 
or hand-delivered to the EnerStar of¬ 
fice and must be received by Friday, 
March 14, 2008. Ballots received in 
the office after that date will be null 

and void. Return envelopes with bal¬ 
lots may also be brought to the An¬ 
nual Meeting on Saturday, March 
18, 2008. 

Members with questions regarding 
the voting procedures should contact 
EnerStar’s Vicki Ewing at 217-466- 
7601 or Angela Griffin at 217-466- 
7603. 

Knowing How to Vote 
Because there are certain rules 

regarding voting procedures for 
the Annual Meeting of Members, it 
is important to remind members of 
their voting rights and responsibili¬ 
ties. The following points explain 
who can and cannot vote in the 
director election and at the annual 
meeting. By knowing these points, 
you can be assured your vote counts 
at the meeting. 
• If only one person signed the 

^ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl. 

membership application, then only 
that person is allowed to vote. The 
membership belongs to the person 
who signed the membership appli¬ 
cation. This is known as a Single 
Membership. With this member¬ 
ship, only one name is printed on 
the billing statement. 

• If a husband and wife both signed 
the membership application, then 
either party may cast one vote for 
that membership. This is known 

as a Joint Membership. With this 
membership, both names are print¬ 
ed on the billing statement. Some¬ 
times, a membership was taken out 
before the member was married. In 
that case, the new spouse may not 
vote for the membership. A single 
membership can easily be convert¬ 
ed to a Joint Membership. If you 
would like to make this change, 
contact the EnerStar office prior to 
February 1, 2008, for details. 
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If you pay your landlord for the 
electrical usage at a location and 
the landlord’s name is on the bill, 
you are not able to vote for that lo¬ 
cation. The membership belongs to 
the landlord, who would vote this 
membership. 
If you have power of attorney for a 
member, you may vote that mem¬ 
bership as long as the form is on file 

at the cooperative office. 
If you have any further questions 

regarding your membership status, 
please contact the EnerStar office at 
217-463-4145 or 800-635-4145 dur¬ 
ing normal business hours. We will 
be more than happy to assist you with 
any questions you may have regard¬ 
ing your account. 

Remember, members can 
vote by mail, but ballots must 
be received in our office no 
later than Friday, March 14, 
2008. Otherwise, bring your 
voting ballot with you to the 
Annual Meeting of Members 
on Saturday, March 15, 2008! 

remper 
lews VOTING 

Three director positions are open for election at the forthcom¬ 
ing 69th Annual Meeting of Members. All positions are for 

three-year terms. If you have questions regarding in which voting 
and representative district you are located, contact an EnerStar 
Members Accounts Representative at 800-635-4145 during normal 
business hours. 

Enerstar Power Corp 
9 Representative Districts 

Voting District A 
Representative District 1, 

currently served by 

Jeff Zimmerman 

o 
Voting District B 

Representative District 5, 

currently served by 
Carrol Drake 

Voting District C 
Representative District 9, 

currently served by 

Danny Card Jr. 



What We Were Talking About... 

New Digger Truck 
Edgar Electric Co-operative 

ot a new digger truck. With the 

"t^eSr^e' ZXSi 'we^can' 

dug murgSThr^^T^r61 are 

D“""9’he flack *aton. this same truck will 
change out old poles which fe 4 

system ingo^°;ape,en ^ ,0 keep ^ 

r,„Ed?ar ,Electric Co-operative is proud of this 

^.tX,ow;r;ou^rrmE w° 5'^ best qualiw, uninterr^ei^ri^c^'^ 

Throughout the year, as the 
cooperative celebrates our 

70th anniversary, we will take a 
look back at 

February 1969 
30 years ago 

The Cooperative proudly showed 
off its new digger truck. “Edgar 

Electric Co-operative is proud 
of this new truck. We know that 
with it we will be better able to 

serve you, our members, with 
the best quality, uninterrupted 
electric service. ” 

V 
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Same Cooperative... New Name! Kinda! 
Did you hear the news about our 

new name?! As of January 1, 
2008, welcome to EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative! 

In 2004, the board of direc¬ 
tors made a concentrated effort 
to return to the core business. 
They adopted the following mis¬ 
sion statement: EnerStar exists 
to reliably distribute affordable 
electricity to its member-own¬ 
ers while upholding our values 
of integrity, accountability and 
commitment to community. 

To complement our mission 
statement, EnerStar s board of di¬ 
rectors adopted a “somewhat” new 

name at the November 2007 board 
meeting. It was an ever so slight 
change and it might be overlooked 
if we did not point it out to you. 

The name change represents 
our “back to basics” business philos¬ 
ophy and the focus on the core busi¬ 
ness of our cooperative - providing 

reliable electricity and excellent 
customer service to our membership 
and supporting the communities 
that we serve. 

“We wanted a name that more 
closely reflected the fundamental 
nature of our business,” said Peter 
E. Kollinger, President and CEO. 
“’EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
tells you what we are and what we 
do.” 

We have always been honored 
to serve our members. “EnerStar 

Electric Cooperative” just tells the 
world clearly that we are an electric 
cooperative and proud of it! 
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Looks like Willie is ready for the big Super Bowl game! Not sure 

if he is playing or just an overly excited fan. ..and we won't even go 

into the debate of what team he might be rooting for! Throughout the 

years, Willie has been displayed participating in many different types 

of sporting activities. Ice skating, track, weightlifting...you name it 

and he has done it. We even found an image of him joining in on the 

1980s aerobics craze, complete with a headband and leg warmers. 

Check back next month to see what in the world Willie is doing next! 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2008 

A Benefit of Cooperative Membership 

What in the World is Willie Doing Now?! 

One of the benefits our members 
may overlook is the one you 

are holding in your hand right now. 
Yes, the EnerStar Homepage is a 
benefit of being a member. 

Why does EnerStar publish 
a newsletter every month ? Com¬ 
munication, communication, com¬ 
munication! The Homepage is our 
resource for informing, educating 
and entertaining our members. 
We do very little advertising. It’s a 
money saving philosophy. What we 
want to tell our members, we tell 
through the EnerStar news. 

The main part of the magazine, 
the Illinois Country Living pub¬ 
lished by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, contains 
statewide articles that pertain to 
national and state news, garden¬ 
ing, statewide features and the ever 
popular recipe section. It is in the 

Willie Wirehand, complete 
with a light-socket head, 

push-button nose and an old-fash¬ 
ioned electrical plug for a body, has 
been a celebrated official mascot of 
our nation’s electric cooperatives 
for more than 50 years. The friendly 
and inspirational figure came 
to symbolize dependable, local, 
member-owned electricity and was 

magazine’s “center section” where 
EnerStar can devote their attention 
to cooperative highlights, member 
spotlights, energy saving informa¬ 
tion, electric safety 
articles, and much ^ 

Being informed is just one of the 
benefits of belonging to a coopera¬ 
tive. And if you have a story idea, 
let us know about it! 

more. 

Yow 

shown in a variety of activities and 
poses to depict rural life. After win¬ 
ning a trademark dispute with in¬ 
vestor-owned utilities, Willie came 
to symbolize more than cooperative 
friendliness - he became the true 
embodiment of cooperative spunk, 
willing to stand up for rural consum¬ 
ers in the face of the impossible. ^ 

As part of the yearlong celebra¬ 

tion commemorating EnerStar’s 70th 
anniversary, we will look back at Wil¬ 
lie through the years and see “What 
in the World is Willie Doing Now?” 



CFLs and Mercury 
Should you be worried about 
the mercury content in compact 
fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs)? 

The benefits of CFLs greatly 
outweigh the risks. CFLs contain 
a very small amount of mercury 
sealed within the glass tubing - an 
average of 5 milligrams - about the 
amount that would cover the tip of 
a ballpoint pen. Compare that to 
3,000 milligrams of mercury in older 
thermostats and 500 milligrams of 
mercury in a mercury thermometer. 
Switching from traditional light 
bulbs to CFLs is an effective, acces¬ 
sible change every American can 
make to save energy and help the 
environment. 

How do you clean 
up a broken CFL? 

According to the EPA, the 
greatest risk if a bulb breaks is 
getting cut from the glass shards. 
Research indicates that there is no 
immediate health risk to people 
should a bulb break if it is cleaned 
up properly: 
■ Do not vacuum or sweep the 
glass fragments and particles. 

■ Place the broken pieces in a 
sealed plastic bag and wipe the 
area with a damp paper towel to 
pick up any remaining stray shards 
or particles. Put the paper towel 
in the sealed plastic bag when you 
are finished. 
■ If weather permits, open 
the windows and ventilate 
the room. 

What should you do with 
a CFL when it bums out? 

Like paint, batteries, 
thermostats and other haz¬ 
ardous items, CFLs should be 
disposed of properly. The EPA 
is working with CFL manu¬ 
facturers and U.S. retailers to 
expand disposal options. You 
can search for disposal options 
online by using your zip code at 
www.earth911.com, visiting www. 
lamprecycle.org or by calling (877) 
EARTH-911. 

Also, check with your lo¬ 
cal waste management agency. If 
a disposal site is not available in 
your area, the EPA suggests placing 
the burned-out or broken bulb in a 

plastic bag, which should be sealed 
before being placed in the trash. 
Never send a CFL or other mercury- 
containing product to an incinerator. 

Source: Environmental Protection 

Agency, ENERGY STAR® and the Nation¬ 

al Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 

Information Available from EnerStar 
For decades, local residents 

and businesses have turned 
to EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
for friendly, knowledgeable advice 
about getting the most value and 
efficiency from electricity. Your co¬ 
op is an easy-to-find source for help 
with the EnerStar Energy Advisor 
Program! 

The program was developed in 
conjunction with EnerStar’s whole¬ 
sale power supplier, Wabash Valley 
Power, based out of Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Available to the member¬ 
ship are a variety of brochures and 
other publications to build knowl¬ 
edge of heat pumps, geothermal 
energy, and other matters that draw 
frequent questions. 

To obtain your free information, 

stop by the EnerStar office or call 
Tim Haddix at (800) 635-4145, ex¬ 
tension 617, and he will mail it out to 
you. Or you can visit EnerStar’s Web 
site at www.enerstar.com. 

Below is a sampling of the 
brochures and worksheets available 
from EnerStar. 

• Compact Fluorescent Lighting 
• Advice for Modern Living 
• Home Energy Conservation Tips 
• Electric Water Heaters 
• Electric Heat Pumps 
• Dual Fuel Systems 
• Geothermal Systems 

Advice When You Want It, 
Help When You Need It 

Compact 
Fluorescent 

Lighting 
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Beware of Counterfeit Electrical Products 
A “fake” purse or watch may 

make you angry, but they don’t 
carry the risk of injury or death. On 
the other hand, counterfeit elec¬ 
trical products can be dangerous. 
Counterfeit circuit breakers, power 
strips, extension cords, batteries and 
holiday lights can cause fires, explo¬ 
sions, shocks and electrocutions. 

In recent years, the 
Consumer Product 
Safety Commis¬ 
sion (CPSC) has 
recalled more 
than 1 million 
counterfeit elec¬ 
trical products, 
including circuit 
breakers that did 
not trip when over¬ 
loaded, cell phone 
batteries without a safety 
device in the circuitry to prevent 
overcharging, and extension cords 
with mislabeled, undersized wiring 

that overheated. 
Counterfeits can be extremely 

difficult to spot. They could be a 
knock-off of a name brand product, 
or bear an unauthorized certifica¬ 
tion marking. Here are some tips to 
protect yourself from the dangers of 
counterfeit electrical products: 
• Scrutinize the product, pack¬ 

aging and labeling. Look 
for certification marks 

from the manufac¬ 
turer and an inde¬ 
pendent testing 
laboratory—such 
as Underwrit¬ 
ers Laboratories 
(UL) or the Ca¬ 

nadian Standards 
Association (CSA). 

Trademarked logos 
that look different than 

usual may signal a counterfeit. 
• If the price is “too good to be 
true,” it could be because the prod¬ 

uct is inferior and unsafe. 
• Be careful when buying from 
an unknown source, such as a 
street vendor. Use established 
stores who purchase their goods 
from legitimate distributors and 
genuine manufacturers. 
• Check the warning label. It 
should be free of grammatical er¬ 
rors and not conflict with informa¬ 
tion elsewhere on the package. 
• Avoid no-name products. 
• Look for the name and contact 
information of the manufacturer. 
If you find the information miss¬ 
ing, consider purchasing electrical 
products elsewhere. 
• Sign up for CPSC e-mail alerts 
at www.cpsc.gov to stay informed 
about product recalls. 

Sources: Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC); Electrical 
Safety Foundation International 
(ESFI). 

Energy Conservation is Back in Style 
Energy conservation is back in 

style. There’s nothing like rising 
fuel prices to make us think harder 
about when and how we use energy. 

We have seen prices fluctuating at 
the gas pump, and these fluctuations 
affect the goods and services we 
buy. We are also seeing prices rise 
for the fuels that run appliances and 
systems in our homes, farms, and 
businesses. 

These dynamics naturally cause 
us to adjust and manage our personal 
use of energy as best we can. 

But energy conservation never 
went out of style at our electric 
cooperative. Not a month goes by 
when EnerStar’s monthly magazine 
doesn’t print something on how 

to conserve energy: how 
to plug energy leaks in 
homes, how to judge the 
efficiency of appliances, or 
how to build or renovate 
buildings that require min¬ 
imal energy consumption. 

As the price of energy 
fluctuates, and as the tech¬ 
nology of appliances and 
vehicles changes accord¬ 
ingly, electric co-ops like 
EnerStar will continue to 
pay attention to smart en¬ 
ergy use. 

Why? It just makes sense. It 
makes sense to members, consider¬ 
ing that you own the utility that 
supplies your electric power. It’s in 

your interest to make sure your own 
plans—and, by extension, those of 
the co-op—include conservative 
ways of using electricity and all other 
forms of energy for which you pay. 

★ continued on page 16h 
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* continued from page 16h 

Touchstone Energy electric coop¬ 
eratives, like EnerStar individually 
and with state and national partners, 
have been involved for many years 
in supporting research and testing 
technology designed to conserve en¬ 
ergy and enhance service reliability. 

Whether it’s larger commercial 
members who are always looking 
for ways to improve energy man¬ 

agement, or the residential member 
who wants advice on the smartest, 
most efficient appliances, we offer 
services that can help you use en¬ 
ergy wisely. 

Some members remember the “oil 
embargo,” when the nation’s highway 
speed limit was lowered to 55 mph 
and President Carter’s plea to turn 
the thermostat down a few degrees in 
winter and up a few degrees in sum¬ 

mer. We’re not likely to see a return 
to those specific events and trends, 
but we are likely to see a stronger 
emphasis on conserving energy, 
not only in our own consumption 
practices, but also in how industry 
designs and manufactures vehicles, 
buildings, community infrastructure, 
and appliances. Such a trend can 
only benefit everyone. 

Heating and cooling your 

home uses more energy 

than any appliance, and insulat¬ 

ing your attic may be the most 

cost-effective way to stop heat 

loss in your house. Newer houses 

V  

may have enough insulation, but 

you should check to make sure 

the insulation hasn’t become 

compressed, reducing its R-value. 

According to the U. S. 

Department of Energy, homes 

in our area should be insulated 

to at least R-38 in the attic. For 

information on installing insula¬ 

tion call EnerStar or visit www. 

doityourself.com/insulate/insula- 

tioninstall.htm. 

 > 
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www.enerstar.com 
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What is Willie 
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using generators 
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Tir^e® 
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Member registration 

9:30 a.m. 
Business meeting begins 

Door Awards 
Cash Prizes 

aJil Jte* nasal i lltlj is 
All members in attendance at end of meeting receive a LED flashlight 
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Director candidate profiles 
The biographical information has been provided by the 
candidates who are solely responsible for the content. 

Candidate for Voting District A, Representative District 1 

The board member serving 

EnerStar’s most western region is Jeff 

Zimmerman of the Oakland area. He 

has served on the board for six years. 

Jeff is a 1974 graduate of Oakland 

Jeff Zimmerman 
High School and earned his B.S. in 

Accountancy from the University 

of Illinois in 1978. He is a certified 

public accountant and a certified 

financial planner. 

Jeff has accounting and financial 

planning practices in Oakland and 

Bradenton, Fla. The professional 

services offered include tax planning 

and preparation, financial planning, 

client write-up and management 

advisory services. He is also the vice 

president of finance and CFO for 

Manatee County Rural Health Ser¬ 

vices, Inc., a non-profit corporation 

that operates 20 community health 

centers in west central Florida. 

Jeff serves as Vice Chairman of 

the EnerStar Board of Directors. He 

is a member of EnerStar’s Ethics and 

Audit Committees. He completed 

the required educational courses 

and became a Certified Cooperative 

Director in 2003. 

Jeff believes strongly in the 

cooperative form of ownership as it 

allows members, who are owners of 

the cooperative, to participate in 

the governance and direction of the 

cooperative. 

When asked what is the most 

important fact about the co-op 

that members may not realize, Jeff 

explained, “It is important to un¬ 

derstand how the cooperative came 

into existence and the social and 

economical benefits it brings to our 

communities.” 

Jeff enjoys camping, canoeing and 

sports. He and his wife, Diana, have 

two children, Zack and Vanessa. 

Candidate for Voting District B, Representative District 5 

Carrol Drake 
Carrol is a native of Edgar County 

and graduated from Paris High 

School. He served in the Army Re¬ 

serve from 1957 to 1963, including 

15 months of active duty. 

He was an employee of Illinois 

Cereal Mills from November 1957 

through the summer of 1963. He 

then worked as a millwright in 

Gibson City until early 1969. He 

farmed from 1969 through 2003. 

Carrol has been a member of the 

Edgar County Farm Bureau Board of 

Directors since 1987. He has been a 

member of the EnerStar Board since 

December 2000. In 2003, he com¬ 

pleted all courses of study to become 

a Certified Credentialed Director. 

Carrol believes EnerStar’s main 

focus should be reliable electric 

power at the lowest possible cost. 

Mission statement 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative exists to reliably distribute affordable 
electricity to its member-owners while upholding our values of 
integrity, accountability, and commitment to our community. 
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Candidate for Voting District C, Representative District 

Clayton Daniel “Danny” 

Serving as director in EnerStar’s 

most southern district since 

December 2000 is Danny Gard Jr. 

Danny has been a lifelong resident 

of West Union. He is a graduate 

of Marshall High School and has 

farmed since 1973. 

He and his wife, Barbara, have 

three sons, Daniel, Seth and Jacob. 

Daniel, is a graduate of the Univen 

sity of Illinois, a captain and pilot of 

an F'18 in the United States Marine 

Corp. He and his wife, Sherri, are 

stationed in Beaufort, South Caro¬ 

lina. Seth lives in Marshall. He is a 

graduate of Lakeland College and 

employed by Quality Lime Company 

as a heavy equipment operator. Jacob 

is a senior at Southern Illinois Uni¬ 

versity majoring in Agriculture and a 

member of the Marine Reserves. 
Danny is a member of the first 

United Methodist Church in Mar¬ 

shall. He has been involved in the 

Marshall Lion’s Club, the Masonic 

Lodge and as a volunteer with the 

West Union Fire Department. He 

is a volunteer with Clark County 

4-H, has served on several Exten¬ 

sion councils and as a Little League 

football coach. He previously served 

as road commissioner and trustee in 

Darwin Township. 

Danny says, “I feel we have 

excellent representation with the 

current EnerStar Board and our 

staff. I look forward to continuing to 

work together with them to provide 

quality service to our members while 

facing the challenges of energy in 

our country. I have enjoyed serving 

the cooperative as a board member; I 

appreciate the past support from the 

members as well as their support in 

the upcoming election.” 

Card Jr. 

Members may 
return their ballots 
one of two ways. 

1. Return envelopes with ballots 
enclosed can be mailed or hand- 
delivered to the EnerStar office 
and must be received by Friday, 
March 14, 2008. Ballots received 
in the office after that date will be 
null and void. 

2. Return envelopes with ballots 
may also be brought to the An¬ 
nual Meeting on Saturday, March 
15, 2008. 

Enerstar Power Corp 
9 Representative Districts 
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What We Were Talking About... Throughout the year, as the 
cooperative celebrates our 

70th anniversary, we will take a 
look back at 

Ask any long-time cooperative employee about one of the worst 
storms to hit our electric cooperative and in unison they would say, 
“The Ice Storm of 1988.” This ice storm affected more than two- 
thirds of our electric system. The weight of the ice broke wires and 
poles and where that did not happen, it seemed that trees and limbs 
would fall across the lines. In some instances, lines were put back up 
just to fall again shortly after. 

In the monthly magazine, the article reports that “employees 
worked 18 hours a day with only 4 to 4 1/2 hours of sleep per 
night. They worked on private rights of way where they had to 
walk and carry everything in. They worked in the rain, the ice 
and the darkness. These were not ideal conditions, but they did it. 
One lineman worked for two days after stepping on a nail. He was 
forced to go to the doctor after he developed blood poison. Another 
lineman worked with a fever higher than 100 degrees.” 

Many members were anxious and concerned during the outage 
as cooperative employees answering the 
telephone were unsure about when 
service would be restored. But the 
employees greatly appreciated the 
thank you notes and positive 
comments they received that 
made them more determined 

r\ 

to restore the power as quickly 
as possible. That’s one of the 
benefits of being a member of 
your electric cooperative! 

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

lie* Qf 

* 
E/ier^y 

70'* ON 

Current Hi-lights 
puttrt.d by Eds.. Etet-ic CM***™* 

Pim, IHtaois 
T«J*ph«rt 463-dldS 

6 



0 What In the World Is Willie Doing Now?! 
Willie Wirehand, complete 

with a light-socket head, 
push-button nose and an old- 
fashioned electrical plug for 
a body, has been a celebrated 
official mascot of our nation’s 
electric cooperatives for more 
than 50 years. The friendly and 
inspirational figure came to sym¬ 
bolize dependable, local, member- 
owned electricity and was shown 
in a variety of activities and poses 
to depict rural life. After winning 
a trademark dispute with inves¬ 
tor-owned utilities, Willie came 
to symbolize more than coopera¬ 
tive friendliness - he became the 
true embodiment of cooperative 
spunk, willing to stand up for 
rural consumers in the face of the 
impossible. As part of the year¬ 
long celebration commemorating 
EnerStar’s 70th anniversary, we 
will look back at Willie through 
the years and see “What in the 
World is Willie Doing Now?” 

Looks like Willie is at home playing his stereo and listening to his album! 
(Do your kids or grandkids even know what that is?!) This is just one of 
many poses showing Willie enjoying his household appliances supplied 
by reliable electricity. Throughout the years, Willie was shown in a variety 
of poses around the house such as enjoying his electric blanket on a cold 
March night or ironing his clothes for church on Sunday. He grew up in a 
time when electric appliances were still a luxury, not a necessity. Check 
back next month to see what in the world Willie is doing next! 

Stay Powered, Stay Safe With Electric Generator 
With the spring storm season 

just around the comer, you might 
be considering the investment in a 
portable electric generator. If so, it 
is important to do your homework 
before you buy. 

“The first thing you need to do 
is to figure out which of your home’s 
appliances you would power with 
your generator. You might want to 
keep the refrigerator up and run¬ 
ning, for example, but can live 
without the dishwasher and maybe 
even the oven until the lights come 
back on,” said EnerStar’s Line Su¬ 
perintendent Mike Clark. 

Add the total wattage of your 
“must-have” appliances, and let that 
guide you as you decide what size of 
generator you should buy. Typically, 
a 4,500- to 5,000-watt generator 
will suffice for household emergen¬ 
cies, but keep in mind you may not 
be able to power all appliances at 
once. Larger generators can solve 
that problem, but it likely will not 
be worth the strain on your wallet. 

Clark emphasized that the most 
important thing to do once you get 
your generator is have a qualified 
electrician install a transfer switch 
in your electrical system. Plugging a 

generator into a regular household 
outlet could send a surge of electric¬ 
ity onto a downed power line. That 
surge can injure or even kill some¬ 
one who is working to restore power 
to the line. 

For more information about 
electric generator safety, see pages 
16f and 16g. It is important to fol¬ 
low your manufacturer’s instructions 
and have a qualified electrician in¬ 
stall your generator. If you have spe¬ 
cific questions about the permanent 
installation of a portable electric 
generator, contact Mike Clark at 1- 
800-635-4145, extension 617. 
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How to operate a 
portable generator safely 

ou can use a portable generator to 
supply electricity to your appliances if 

an emergency exists during a power 
outage. But if used improperly they can 

kill you and the people who are restoring 
power to your building. They also can 
damage the appliances you connect. 

Generator sizes vary. Common units can 
be from 8 to 14 horsepower and capable of 
handling from 4,000 to 8,400 watts (includ¬ 
ing starting surge requirements). Prices may 
range from $800 to $3,000. 

WARNING W 
If you connect a portable electric generator to the main electrical supply com- 

I ing into the house, the electrical generator could feed back into your electric coop- 
j erative’s system and electrocute workers who are repairing the electrical lines. 

To avoid back-feeding of electricity into utility systems, you must have a quali- 
| fied, licensed electrician install a double-pole, double-throw transfer switch (see 
| illustration) between the generator and utility power in comphance with all state 
| and local electrical codes. (A minimum of 10-gauge wiring must be used.) 

Your generator might not be large enough to handle the load of all the lights, 
j apphances, TV, etc. at one time. To prevent dangerous overloading, calculate 
wattage requirements correctly (see chart below). 

DETERMINING WATTAGE REQUIREMENTS 

Connecting a generator to the main elec¬ 
trical supply for your house requires the serv¬ 
ices of a qualified, licensed electrician. 
Installing the connection and switch (as 
explained below) can cost $600 to $1,000. 

Before connect¬ 
ing the generator 
to your household 
circuit, notify 
your electric 
cooperative. 

Typical Double Pole, Double Throw 
Transfer Switch Installation for 120/240 V 

Single-Phase Service 

Never exceed the rated capacity of your generator. 
Overloading can cause serious damage to the genera¬ 
tor or appliances. Before operating a generator, list all 
of the apphances that are going to operate at the same 

time. Then determine the starting wattage require¬ 
ments and the running wattage requirements. The 
starting load lasts only for a few seconds, but is very 
important when figuring your total wattage to be 

used. Your generator 
Starting wattage 

Home Security J 

Four (60-watt) Ught Bulbs 

: Portable Heater (5000 Btu) 
0 
1 Furnace Fan 
a. 
t Refrigerator/Freezer 

Clothes Washer 

Water Heater 

Well Pump <1*hp) 

Air Conditioner (20,000 Btu) 

must be rated to handle 
the total wattage. 

Ratings shown here 
are samples. Wattage 
requirements vary with 
different brands of apph¬ 
ances. Be sure to check 
the name plate on the 
apphances you plan to 
use. Always start your 
largest electric motor 
first, then plug in other 
items one at a time. 

2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 

Wattage 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



If you do this This could happen Unless you prevent it 

1. Attempt to connect gen¬ 
erator directly to the 
electrical system of any 
building. 

2. Fail to ground the 
generator’s electrical 
system adequately. 

Operate generator in 
rain, wet, icy or flooded 
conditions. 

Use worn damaged, 
undersized or 
ungrounded 
extension cords. 

Attempt to fill the fuel 
tank while the engine is 
running. 

6. Fail to ventilate generator 
by operating in an 
enclosed area. 

7. Tamper with factory set 
engine speed settings. 

‘ You can kill or injure a person repairing serv¬ 
ice lines. The electricity you generate will 
back feed through the building’s electrical 
system to the outside utility feed lines. 
Attempting to connect to the incoming utility 
service could result in electrocution. 

If your electric cooperative’s line crew is 
restoring electrical service while your genera¬ 
tor is connected to the incoming utility serv¬ 
ice, you could start a fire or seriously damage 
your building. 

2. Entire generator could become electrically 
charged and cause electrocution. 

3. Water conducts electricity. If water comes in 
contact with electricity to the generator’s 
frame and other surfaces, it will cause an 
electrical shock to anyone touching them. 

4 Contact with worn or damaged extension 
cords could cause electrocution. Undersize 
extension cords could overheat wires or 
attached items, resulting in fire. Use of 
ungrounded cordsets could prevent opera¬ 
tion of circuit breakers and result in electri¬ 
cal shock. 

5 Gasoline and gasoline vapors can become 
ignited by coming in contact with hot com¬ 
ponents such as the muffler, engine exhaust 
gases or from an electrical spark. 

6. Obstructing ventilation causes overheating 
and possible ignition of the materials. You will 
produce toxic carbon monoxide exhaust 
fumes from the engine. Breathing exhaust 
fumes will cause serious injury or death. 

Tampering with the engine speed adjustment 
could result in overheating of attachments 
and could cause a fire. 

A qualified, licensed electrician must install a 
double-pole, double-throw transfer switch to 
connect the generator to a building’s electrical 
system. This is required by the National 
Electrical Code. Connection must meet local 
ordinances. A minimum of 10-gauge wiring 
must be used. 

2. Make sure that the unit is connected to an 
appropriate electrical ground, in accordance 
with the National Electric Code. Follow instruc¬ 
tions supplied with the generator 

3. Operate generator in a clean, dry, well ventilat¬ 
ed area. Make sure your hands are dry. 

A Inspect extension cords before use and replace 
with new if required. Use proper size (wire 
gauge) cordset for application. Follow instruc¬ 
tions supplied with your unit. Always use elec¬ 
trically grounded cordsets. 

Turn engine off and allow it to cool before 
adding fuel. Make sure there’s a fire extinguisher 
in the immediate area certified to handle gaso¬ 
line or fuel fires. 

Operate generator in a clean, dry, well venti¬ 
lated area. Keep objects away from unit dur¬ 
ing operation. Do not operate unit in a con¬ 
fined area, such as garages, basements, stor¬ 
age sheds, etc., which lack a steady 
exchange of air. Never operate unit in a 
location occupied by humans or animals. 
Keep children, pets and others away from 
where it’s operating. 

Never attempt to “speed-up” the engine to 
obtain more performance. Both the output 
voltage and frequency will be thrown out of 
standard by this practice, endangering you 
and the attachments. 

For more information or questions about generator safety, contact Enerstar’s 

Tim Haddix at 1-800'635'4145, extension 617, or e-mail him at thaddix@enerstar.com 

r® 11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2008 



Energy Efficiency: Up On the Roof # 
Roofs are perhaps the important component of an energy-ef¬ 

ficient building. Unfortunately, compared to items like doors, 
windows and lighting, roofs are generally much less durable and 
energy efficient. 

Over the lifetime of a building, a roof needs to be replaced an 
average of four times. More than 7 5 percent of the roofing work in 
the United States involves re-roofing, and roofing materials are the 
second-largest contributor to solid waste in the United States. 

Energy-efficient roof technologies are fairly straightforward. 
Manufacturers have developed lighter-colored shingles and tiles, 
usually containing a coating of titanium dioxide, since they absorb 
less heat than a typical asphalt shingle and can last twice as long. 
Since lighter surfaces are easily discolored by fungus, a fungicide 
coating normally gets added. Many of the new roof coatings are 
even self-cleaning to retain reflectivity properties and reduce air 
conditioning requirements. 

Lighter-colored roofs are slightly more expensive. However, 
the small cost difference-$25 for a 1,000-square-foot roof-will eas¬ 
ily pay for itself in one summer. 

Roof overhangs are another way to trim summer cooling bills. 
For many homes and businesses in warmer climates, overhangs 
reduce solar heat gain and interior temperatures. They can also be 
designed to let direct sunlight into a living space during winter, 
but keep things shaded in summer. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, u/ww.eere.energy.gov. 

Energy Efficiency 

Check your furnace 

filter every month, es- 

pecially during heavy 

use months (winter 

and summer). At a 

minimum, change the 

filter every three months. A dirty filter 

will slow down air flow and make the 

system work harder - wasting energy. A 

clean filter also prevents dust and dirt 

from building up in the system. 

Source: Energy Star. 
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Winter Weather Comes 
to Visit Yet Again 

As this publication was being pre' 
pared for print, a voice came over 

the cooperative’s radio system, “That’s 
it. We’re done!” It was Journeyman 
Lineman Dana Young reporting the last 
power outage had been restored. 

On the night of Tuesday, March 4 
and into the next day, extreme winter 
weather once again visited us with a 
rush of rain, sleet, hail and snow. Had 
it really only been 48 hours earlier that 
spring fever had hit us with tempera¬ 
tures in the 60s. Ahh! Illinois weather! 

Illinois electric cooperatives south 
of Interstate 70 were hit with ice and 
then snow that wreaked havoc on the 
electric systems. EnerStar sustained 

damage south and west of Paris in 
Edgar county and throughout Clark 
county. 

“The outages were really scattered 
throughout the system,” said Mike 
Clark, Line Superintendent for Ener- 
Star. In press releases, members were 
told to prepare for extended outages, 
possibly overnight. 

In the mid-afternoon, members were 
calling to report the lights blinking on 
and off. The high winds were causing a 
situation called “galloping lines.” Basi¬ 
cally, the high winds were causing the 
power lines, in this case transmission 
lines that bring power into the Ener¬ 
Star substations, to sway back and forth 
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Rain, sleet, hail, snow... Journeyman Lineman Keith Borchers works to restore 
power during the March 4 ice storm. 

and up and down. As the power 
lines came in contact with other 
lines and trees, there would be a 
temporary power interruption. 

Then the ice started piling on. 
Clark explained that ice build-up 
causes poles to snap, lines to break 
and trees to fall into power lines. “It 
is difficult to repair these types of 
outages quickly and often as soon as 
one area is fixed, another area will 
break,” said Clark. 

At the height of the storm, about 
a thousand co-op members lost 
power, hut many of those outages 
were due to an Ameren transmis¬ 
sion line that feeds power into 
the Brocton substation. As of late 
Wednesday morning, the coopera¬ 
tive was reporting about 150 re¬ 
maining outages. 

Clark thanked the members for 
remaining patient during the ice 
storm. “An ice and snow outage 
like this can sometimes last for days. 
They are very labor intensive out¬ 
ages, and the harsh elements just 
add to the difficulty,” said Clark. 
“We understand the frustration of 
our members when we can’t give 
them a time when power will be 
restored. We get frustrated as well 
because we are doing everything we 
can to get their power on as quickly 
as possible.” 

We realize the phone lines can 
be very busy during a major storm. 
Clark emphasized that the best way 
to report a power outage is to use 
the automated telephone answering 
system. It quickly processes location 
information and does not tie up 
the telephone lines for other call¬ 
ers. “Unfortunately, there are only 
so many telephone lines so at the 
peak of a storm, there are going to 
be some busy signals,” said Clark. 

“Members need to understand that 
when they wait to speak to an En- 
erStar representative to ask how 
long until power is restored, the 
telephone system gets tied up for 
those wanting to simply use the au¬ 
tomated system.” 

Clark also added that during 
these types of storms, safety is the 
cooperative’s main concern. “ If you 
see a downed power line, you can’t 
tell by looking at it if it is energized 
or not; so if you see one, stay away 
and keep others away. You should 
immediately call the co-op.” 

His other safety concern is elec¬ 
tric generators. “There are two big 
concerns with the use of genera¬ 
tors,” said Clark. “First is the carbon 
monoxide they produce and second 
is that when not properly installed, 
generators can feed electricity back 
into our electrical system, causing a 
hazard for linemen.” He emphasized 
that members need to thoroughly 
read their owner’s manual before 
using generators and have them in¬ 
stalled by a qualified electrician. 

Electricity powers the necessities 
and conveniences of our modern 
world, but sometimes it takes a lot 
of old fashioned hard work to repair 
the damage left in the wake of a 
storm. And as a cooperative, we are 
always working hard and looking 
out for you, our members. Let’s just 
hope that we are done with snow 
and ice for a while! 

Annual Meeting News Delayed 
Highlights of the 69th Annual Meeting of Members 

held on Saturday, March 15, 2008, will be published 

in the May 2008 issue of this publication. Submission 

deadlines for this issue fell before the annual meeting. 
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EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
2008 Service Awards 

At the 69th Annual Meeting of Members held on MarchlS, employees and 

directors of EnerStar Electric Cooperative were honored for years of service. 

Galen Satterfield - 5 years Jon Farris - 10 years Susan Watson - 10 years Peter E. Kollinger - 15 years 

Forestry Meter Reader Billing Supervisor President and CEO 

Keith Borchers - 15 years 

Journeyman Lineman 

Troy Lewis - 15 years 

Journeyman Lineman 

Greg Hollingsworth — 20 years 

Line Foreman 

Kent Milbourn — 20 years 

Assistant Line Foreman 

Directors 

Tom DeWitt - 10 years 

Chairman of the Board 

Gene Higginbotham - 10 years 

Board Director 
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Current Hi-lig 
Teiephons 463-4145 

alume XXXII 

Number 

Members Elect Three 

more 
picture* 

It’s just one more way co-op members ben¬ 
efit from being a member of a Touchstone 
Energy® Cooperative. 
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What We Were Talking About... Throughout the year, as the cooperative cel¬ 
ebrates our 70th anniversary, we will take a 

look back at 

y2 p. 

70* 

t the 1985 annual meeting, two long¬ 
time retiring directors, Lloyd Ross 

of Westfield and Forrest Hamilton of r/ » -eomrtf, 
Grandview, were honored for their years of 

service. Ross had served for 29 years and Ham¬ 
ilton had served for 17 years. Members at the meet- 

ing elected as their replacements John Fell of Kansas, ^ 
who still serves on the board, and David Schiver of 
Martinsville, who retired from the board in 1998. 

Maurice Johnson, then manager of the cooperative, highlighted the 
previous year’s business and discussed load growth. He stated that the co¬ 
operative was devoting considerable amount of time to maintaining and 
improving the existing system to better serve the members. “Power supply 
is the life line of your cooperative,” said Johnson. System reliability was 
just as important then as it is today. 

Locally-owned, locally-controlled, EnerStar Electric Cooperative’s 
annual meeting is a perfect opportunity to become involved with and 
to learn more about your cooperative. But in case you missed this year’s 
meeting, check out our next month’s issue for highlights of the past year. 

Coming Soon... “Get Connected” 
Discover the value of cooperative member¬ 

ship with Co-op Connections, a new 
program that helps you obtain discounts on 
products and services from participating local 
and national businesses. You’ll also get 10-60 
percent off prescriptions at participating local 
pharmacies. 



Co-op Directors Receive Training 
on Financial Planning 

EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
Director David Sprigg of Mar- 

shall, Attorney Richard Kash of 
Paris and Director Danny Card, Jr. 
of West Union attended a class on 
financial planning and reporting at 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives on February 5, 2008. 

The course taught directors 
from across the state how to better 
understand financial statements 
used by electric cooperatives, what 
drivers impact rates, revenues and 
costs, how today’s decisions will af¬ 
fect the long-term financial health 
of the co-op and how to manage 
debt and capital credits. 

From left, Duane Noland, President/CEO of the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives, visited with Sprigg, Kash and Card during a break in the program. 

PCA Increased in March 
Costs of natural gas, oil, and 

coal used to generate electric¬ 
ity continue to increase, and it is 
having a direct impact on EnerStar 
Electric Cooperative. Other rising 
costs that impact electric utilities 
are higher rates for transporting coal 
and the cost of meeting environ¬ 
mental regulations related to power 
plant emissions. 

Because of rising wholesale power 
costs, EnerStar reintroduced a pow¬ 
er cost adjustment (PCA) back in 

2004, for the first time since 1998. 
The PCA used to “adjust” the rates 
charged to members when the price 
of our wholesale power changes 
dramatically, either increasing or 
decreasing. Unfortunately, these 
days, it seems the only way costs are 

heading is up. 
When a new retail rate structure 

was introduced in May 2007, the 
PCA remained on the billing state¬ 
ment but the amount was returned 
to zero. However, the continued 
increasing of wholesale power costs 
is forcing the cooperative to charge 
a PCA. Beginning with the March 
2008 billing statements, a new 
PCA, which is shown as a fraction 
of a cent, will be $.002842. It will 
be applied to all kilowatt hours 
used and will be in effect for all rate 
schedules. This will increase the 
monthly bill of an average residen¬ 
tial user by about $2.76 per month. 

EnerStar CEO Peter Kollinger 
explained that the cooperative first 
considered reinstating the PCA in 

November upon recommendation 
from the cooperative’s power supplier, 
Wabash Valley Power Association. 
The cooperative has been absorbing 
the additional costs since then. 

“The EnerStar board care¬ 
fully considered this increase,” 
said Kollinger. “Unfortunately, the 
reality behind the headlines have a 
direct bearing on our cooperative.” 
Kollinger added that cooperative 
strategies put into place some time 
ago have eased the burden of rising 
costs. “We definitely benefited by 
joining with other local co-ops at 
Wabash Valley Power. This associa¬ 
tion allows us to pool our energy 
needs with others and buy electric¬ 
ity for less than we could on our 
own,” stated Kollinger. 
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Renewable Energy - Board Adopts Net 
Metering Policy, Revises Interconnect Policy 

The EnerStar board of directors 
recently adopted a “net meter¬ 

ing” policy designed to assist mem¬ 
bers who want to install wind or 
solar power systems. This policy will 
address most residential systems of 
10 kW (kilowatts) or less. It helps 
encourage the use of renewable en¬ 
ergy, while addressing safety, power 
quality and financial fairness issues. 

What is net metering? 
Normally when you use electric¬ 

ity the meter rolls forward, like your 
car’s odometer. But when a member’s 
wind generator or solar power system 
generates more electricity than the 
member’s home is currently using, 
electricity would flow back to the 
co-op’s lines. Under this “net meter¬ 
ing” policy the meter rolls backwards 
and the “net” result is a lower bill. 
The member would still pay the net 
amount if the member uses more 
electricity than the wind or solar sys¬ 
tem could produce. Fixed monthly 
service charges, taxes and other nor¬ 
mal fees would still be applied. 

Net metering is a way of com¬ 
pensating members with small 
wind or solar systems. It also helps 
encourage the use of renewable 
energy. For those that want to in¬ 
stall larger systems above 10 kW, 
the co-op will pay the member its 
“avoided costs” for excess electric¬ 
ity generated by the larger system. 
The avoided cost equals the costs a 
utility would otherwise have to pay 
to generate electricity it purchased 
from another source. 

In setting this policy, your hoard 
of directors enacted a fair and eq¬ 
uitable policy that both encourages 
the use of clean, renewable energy 
and protects the interest of all co-op 
members. 

Net metering compensates the 
member at a retail price for what is 
essentially the wholesale power the 
member’s wind or solar system is 
delivering back to the co-op. 

While it is the intent of the 
policy to encourage member-owned 
renewable energy, the board did not 
want to unfairly subsidize large wind 
or solar installations by paying retail 
rates for wholesale power from these 
larger generators. 

Also, this policy only applies to 
member-owned renewable energy 
projects, and not to gas or diesel 
generators. 

Interconnection issues 
Safety, reliability and power qual¬ 

ity issues must be addressed if any 
type of generator is connected to the 
co-op’s lines. Safety is the main con¬ 
cern. For the protection of linemen 
or contractors working on the lines 
during an outage, and for the protec¬ 
tion of the member’s equipment, an 
automatic disconnect system must be 
installed. Power quality issues must 
be addressed so that the member’s 
generator does not cause problems 
for other members on the same line. 
The co-op’s interconnection policy 
and agreement addresses these issues. 

Call us first 
Because there are many financial, 

engineering, safety and sometimes 
even legal and zoning issues to con¬ 
sider, we would encourage you to 
contact the cooperative if you have 
any questions about renewable en¬ 
ergy or net metering. We have a free 
worksheet brochure that can help 
answer some of the financial ques¬ 
tions you might have. And we can 
explain the interconnection and net 
metering issues in more detail. 

Financing, Grants and Rebates 
Your co-op participates in the 

renewable energy resources program 
administered by the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO), and you are 
therefore eligible to apply for as¬ 
sistance from that program. Go to 
the DCEO Web site for all of the 
information. We also expect to see 
continuing support from the state 
and federal government to help 
individuals use small renewable en¬ 
ergy systems. 
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What in the World is Willie Doing Now?! 
Willie Wirehand has been a 

celebrated official mascot of 
our nation’s electric cooperatives 
for more than 50 years. Willie 
was the true embodiment of 
cooperative spunk, willing to 
stand up for rural consumers in the 
face of the impossible. As part of 
EnerStar’s 70th anniversary, we 
are looking back at Willie through 
the years. 

■ ■ a; : 

Gunsmoke. Bonanza. The Big Valley. That’s right... Willie Wiredhand was a big fan of the TV westerns! And he 
enjoyed watching them on his brand new black and white television set! 

Isn’t it amazing that these shows from the 1950s and 60s still play on satellite television today? 
Willie grew up in a time when electric appliances were still a luxury, not a necessity. He always appreciated 

his appliances powered by reliable electricity. 
Check back next month to see what in the world Willie is doing next! 

Cooperative Members Offer Input to Cooperative A few months ago, about 450 En- 
erStar members received a sur¬ 

vey coordinated by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. In¬ 
dividual cooperatives like EnerStar 
could “piggyback” onto the survey to 
receive a breakout of local results. 

“We appreciate the time and ef¬ 
fort of the members who returned 
the survey. Their responses provided 
a great resource to the cooper¬ 
ative,” said EnerStar’s Angela 
Griffin, Manager of Member 
Services. “This sample gives 
us a statistically correct 
snapshot of the cooperative’s 
membership as a whole.” 

Members might wonder 
why your local, not-for-profit 
electric cooperative surveys 
the membership from time 
to time. 

“We do it for a number of 
reasons. The main purpose is to 
determine the overall member 
perception of the cooperative and 
compare trends to previous surveys,” 
Griffin explained. “It allows us to 
measure our quality of service, cour¬ 
tesy to our members, and prompt¬ 
ness in responding to member 
requests. Sometimes we think we 

know how members feel, but a sur¬ 
vey provides us the verifications we 
need as we move forward.” 

Besides gaining perceptions about 
EnerStar, the survey also included 
information about electricity and us¬ 
age patterns, interest in various co¬ 
operative services and demographic 
information. “I started working at 
EnerStar in 1989. It is interesting to 

see how the membership has 
changed,” Griffin added. 

Griffin reminds the mem¬ 
bership that they do not have 
to wait until the next survey 
to share thoughts, concerns or 
praise. “We love hearing from 
our members because our focus 
is you; and with your input, 
we can always find ways to im¬ 
prove our cooperative,” Griffin 
concluded. 

Member Input Results 

How do you feel about EnerStar? 
- Nearly 90% felt very positive or very 
positive. 

How satisfied are you with your service? 
- Nearly 93% felt very satisfied or very 
satisfied. 
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Saving Energy with Smart Appliances 
When electricity began reach¬ 

ing rural America in the 

late 1930s, families- especially 

hard-working homemakers-were 

delighted by the conveniences that 

came with it. No longer did they 

need a stovetop to heat an iron; 

washboards could be packed up for¬ 

ever in an attic. 

While electric appliances have 

evolved with time, for the most part 

they remain silent, dutiful grunts 

that simply get a job done. But tech¬ 

nology may soon change their role, 

creating a new generation of “smart” 

appliances-ones that can monitor 

electricity use beyond your home and 

respond accordingly. 

What do such “smarts” mean 

for otherwise commonplace appli¬ 

ances? Say a family returns home 

at the end of the school/workday 

and turns on the lights, cranks up 

the thermostat, and throws a load 

of clothes in the dryer. A standard 

clothes dryer would follow orders 

and continue using electricity to 

tumble clothes dry until it was pur¬ 

posely turned off or a timer told it to 

stop. A smart clothes dryer, though, 

would notice the “peak demand” 

caused by an entire community of 

families arriving home — the electric 
utility industry’s equivalent of rush- 

hour traffic. 

During periods of peak demand, 

more power plants must be brought 

into service and electric prices rise. 

The smart clothes dryer, having 

noticed this increase in cost, could 

continue tumbling clothes but 

momentarily shut down its heat¬ 

ing element, eliminating a draw of 

more than 5,000 watts from the grid 

while saving the family money. 

The Pacific Northwest Na¬ 

tional Laboratory, a federally funded 

lab in Richland, Wash., put smart 

appliances to work last year to judge 

their potential. Two systems were 

tested: one used an Internet-based 

program that monitored fluctuations 

in energy prices and only operated 

appliances when power prices were 

When electricity began reaching rural America in the late 1930s, families— espe¬ 

cially hard-working homemakers-were delighted by the conveniences that came 

with it. The old washboards could be packed up forever in an attic. 

low; the other relied on a small ap¬ 

pliance-based circuit board that cut 

power use during peak demand. 

The tests showed a big payoff 

from smart appliances: consumers 

saved roughly 10 percent on elec¬ 

tricity bills using the Internet-based 

system, and widespread adoption of 
demand-monitoring, smart circuit 

boards could free up 20 percent of 

the nation’s power use at any given 

time. That would defer the need to 

build new generation and help curb 

greenhouse gas emissions, like car¬ 

bon dioxide, blamed for contribut¬ 

ing to climate change. 

Circuit boards may be added to 

new high-efficiency appliances as 

soon as next year. “Chances are, dry¬ 

ers will be the first products that we 

offer them on,” says Whirlpool Cor¬ 

poration Project Manager Gale Horst, 

who contributed to the lab’s research. 

More advances may follow, 

although appliance manufacturers 

like Whirlpool are currently keep¬ 

ing them under wraps. Horst hints 

that once appliances are able to 

communicate with utilities, “it real¬ 

ly opens up our creative thinking.” 

Energy Efficiency 

Artificial lighting accounts for nearly 15 percent of a 
household's electricity consumption. Use of new lighting 
technologies can reduce lighting energy use in homes by 50 to 
75 percent. Reduce energy use by selecting lighting that uses 
energy more efficiently, and by installing lighting controls. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy 
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Annual Meeting of 
Members 16a-16c 

Highlights and photos from our 
annual meeting. 

Thank You! 16d 

Thanks to vendors who donated 
door prizes for our annual 
meeting. 

Earth Day 2008 16e 

Learn how and where to safely 
dispose of your CFLs. 

Shocking? 16f 

Find ways to keep your family 
safe around electricity. 

Recap from the 69th Annual 
Meeting of Members 

EnerStar members re-elected, from left, Carrol Drake of Paris, Danny Card 

Jr. of West Union and Jeff Zimmerman of Oakland to three-year terms on 

the co-op’s board of directors at the 69th Annual Meeting of Members. Also 

pictured is EnerStar President/CEO Peter E. Kollinger (far right). 

Home Computers 16g 

Save energy by knowing when 
to turn off your computer. 

Julie, Inc 16h 

Calling 811 could save a life. 

i i nerStar Electric Cooperative 
JL-Jmembers celebrated the co-op’s 
70th year of operation at the co-op’s 
69th annual meeting held Saturday, 
March 15, 2008. They also learned 
some of the facts behind rising energy 
costs. 

President/CEO Peter E. Kollinger 
told members there are three main 
factors behind rising energy costs: 
increased demand for electricity along 
with a decrease in supply, a rising 
global economy and climate change 
debate. He also explained that there 
are three components that make up 
everyone’s electric bill. They are gen¬ 
eration, transmission and distribution. 

Most of the recent cost 
increases are on the generation side, 
and Kollinger said the cooperative saw 
a slight cost increase last November 
when Wabash Valley Power Associa¬ 
tion increased its rates. “EnerStar is 
having to implement a power cost 
adjustment of $.002842 per kilowatt 
hour that began on the March 2008 
billing statements. A power cost 
adjustment is used to adjust the rates 
charged to members when the price of 
wholesale power changes,” he said. 

Kollinger emphasized that Wabash 
Valley Power is working hard to 

continued on page 16b 
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continued from page 16a 

A As is tradition, 
EnerStar members enjoy 
a complimentary breakfast 
before the meeting. 

4 EnerStar employee Jon 
Farris greets a member 
during the breakfast. |j!* 

minimize cost increases during what 
he called a perfect storm of problems 
facing all electric utilities. 
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“Wabash is investing in renew¬ 
able energies. They are diversifying 
the fuel types they use to run 
their power plants. Wabash is also 
researching new technologies that 
can help co-op members monitor 
their electric usage, and EnerStar is 
educating our members on how to 
better stretch their energy dollars,” 
he said. 

There are three types of 
renewable energy Wabash Valley is 
actively investing in, said Kollinger. 
“Wabash owns and operates 
generation plants at 10 landfills con¬ 
verting waste methane gas into 30 
megawatts of electricity- enough to 
power 22,000 homes. They are also 
purchasing wind power. The four 
wind turbines near Bloomington 
that we’re utilizing are capable of 
generating eight megawatts. They 
are also working with a large dairy 

farm to produce electricity using 
anaerobic digesters that convert 
animal waste to methane gas. That 
gas can then be used to generate 
electricity.” 

Wabash Valley Power also owns 
a 50 percent interest in a generating 
plant just north of Terre Haute, In¬ 
diana that turns petroleum coke, an 
industrial by-product, into synthetic 
natural gas. “It is one of the cleanest 
electric generating plants in the 
United States and there is only one 
other plant like it within the U.S.,” 
said Kollinger. 

But he says even all this is 
not enough. “Experts say that our 
nation’s growing electrical needs will 
soon go well beyond what renew¬ 
ables, conservation and efficiency 
can provide. The last new baseload 
power plant built in Illinois was built 
20 years ago. Supply is not keeping 
up with demand, and it is going to 
get worse. The U.S. Department of 
Energy says demand for electricity 
will increase up to 30 percent by 
2030. We can’t keep avoiding the 
problem. The industry needs to 
build something.” 

Kollinger explained building 
new power plants is going to be 
more expensive and riskier than it 
was just a few years ago. “Due to the 
uncertainty of pending legislation 
on carbon emission taxes, no one 
wants to build new coal plants. The 
Congressional Budget Office says 
these taxes could cost $50 to $300 
billion annually. The results would 
increase U.S. electric bills by 25 to 
40 percent.” 

At the same time, Kollinger says 
basic raw materials for electric utili¬ 
ties are increasing at dramatic rates. 
“In the last five years, the price 
of poles has increased 22 percent. 
Transformers have increased by 56 
percent. And the most dramatic 
one, wire has increased 75 percent,” 
he explained. 

To protect the infrastructure 
the co-op has already installed and 
improved reliability. Kollinger said 
the co-op initiated an aggressive 
pole testing program and right of 
way clearing program. The pole 
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A As a token of appreciation to those who attend the business 
meeting, at the close of the meeting, EnerStar employee Galen 
Satterfield gives a gift to a member while employee Jane Brazeb 
ton hands out one of the many door prizes. 

M EnerStar member and 
director Gene Higginbo¬ 
tham visits with a member 
prior to the meeting. The 
annual meeting provides a 
great opportunity to meet 
with your directors, the 
members who represent 
your district on the board 
of directors. 

EnerStar 
Electric 

Cooperative 
testing began in 2003, and 23,000 
poles have been inspected since. “In 
another year we will have completed 
the entire system,” he said. 

Kollinger said that during the 
early March ice storm that hit the 
electric co-op the pole testing and 
right of way clearing efforts really 
paid off. 

To improve reliability and 
power quality in the Martinsville 
area, the co-op is working on a 
new substation. The substation was 
necessary because of increased load 
growth. “An additional substation 
will also give us flexibility to re-route 
power to other substations,” said 
Kollinger. “This allows us to avoid 
lengthy outages when we experience 
problems with transmission lines 
owned by Ameren.” 

Kollinger said the co-op is also 
making improvements in member 
satisfaction, noting the member sur¬ 
vey that is mailed every three years. 
“Nearly 90 percent of our members 

were either positive or very positive 
about the cooperative and nearly 93 
percent of the members were very 
satisfied or satisfied with the overall 
service provided by the cooperative. 
That is an improvement from the 
survey three years ago.” 

Finally, he announced a new 
member benefit—a discount card 
called the Co-op Connections card 
that is available to Touchstone 
Energy cooperatives like EnerStar. 
Although it will not be mailed 
to members until June, Kollinger 
said it will give members discounts 
on services and products from 
participating local and national 
business. “One of the best features 
of the program is that members will 
get 10 to 60 percent off prescriptions 
at participating pharmacies. From 
what we could determine, almost all 
pharmacies in our area participate in 
this plan. So that is very good news 
for our members,” he said. 

1938 - 2008 
n 1 o thank members who attend 

the business meeting, EnerStar 
Electric Cooperative along with area 
merchants and cooperative vendors, 
give out many door prizes. This 
year, in honor of the cooperative’s 
70 years of service, along with the 
door prizes, seven bill credits for $70 
were awarded! Thank you to all who 
attended the meeting! If you did 
not win something this year, then be 
sure to come back next year! 

Winners of the $70 Billing 
Statement Credit: 

Phil Dickenson 
Allen & Carol Newlin 

Lloyd & Judi Thompson 
Ralph Pantle 

Larry Welliver 
Carl Bender 
Eddie Hart 
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Discover the value of 
co-op membership! 

Co-op 
Connections Card Coming Soon! 

EnerStar Electric Cooperative, a Touchstone 
Energy® cooperative, is pleased to introduce 
Co-op Connections®, a new program that helps 
you obtain discounts on products and services 
from participating local and national businesses. 
You’ll also get 10-60% off prescriptions at 
participating local pharmacies. 

The Co-op Connections card is free, simply 
because you’re a member of your local electric 
co-op. 

Watch this publication for more information on the Co-op 
Connections card, and discover the benefits of being a cooperative 
member. 

Our office will be closed 
Monday, May 26, 2008, 

for Memorial Day. 

We would like to thank the following vendors who donated 
door prizes to the 69th Annual Meeting of Members. 

Your support is greatly appreciated! 

Altec 
Benjamin’s Office Connection 
Citizens National Bank of Paris 
Clear Talk Communications 
Computer Wares 
Dewitt Advertising 
Drake Scruggs 
Edgar County Bank & Trust 
Farm Credit Services 
First Bank & Trust 
First Neighbor Bank, NA 
Fletcher-Reinhardt Co. 
Fred Biggs Supply Company 

Heningman Oil 
Hoof N Paw 
Hughes Supply (Elasco) 
Main Street Cafe 
Murphy Farm Seeds 
Nu-Gas 
Paris First Bank/Branch of State 
Bank of Chrisman 
State Farm Insurance - Terry 
Elston, Agent 
T & R Electric 
Vermeer Sales & Service 
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Earth Day 2008 - Cooperative Offers CFL Bulb Recycling 
Marshall Public Library and Paris Public Library to Participate 

Back in the 1960s, Americans were begin¬ 
ning to become aware of the damage pol¬ 

lution was causing to the planet’s air and water. 
After U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin 
witnessed the damage caused by an oil spill off 
the California coast, he called for a day that 
would focus the nation’s attention on the im¬ 
portance of the environment. Nearly 20 million 
Americans participated in the first Earth Day 
on April 22, 1970. Since then, communities and 
corporations around the world have promoted 
special Earth Day events to build awareness and 
change attitudes. 

To commemorate Earth Day 2008, EnerStar 
Electric Cooperative is pleased to announce the 
placement of two recycling drop-off locations for 
used compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs. 

The service is offered in partnership with the 
Marshall Public Library in Clark County and the 
Paris Carnegie Public Library in Edgar County. 
The cooperative will also accept used bulbs at 
the cooperative office. The service is available 
to the community and one does not have to be a 
cooperative member to participate. There is no 
charge to those who participate. 

“In an effort to dispose of the bulbs in a 
safe manner, each library site has a specially 
designed recycling bucket for area residents to 
dispose of their burned out CFLs,” said Angela 
Griffin, EnerStar’s Manager of Member Services. 
“Once the buckets are full, they will be sent to a 
recycling center for proper disposal and another 
bucket will be replaced at the participating 
libraries.” 

Why recycle CFLs you might ask? Each 
CFL bulb contains 4 mg of mercury.If the bulb 
remains intact and is recycled, that mercury can 
be collected and reused. If the bulb is broken, the 
mercury can be released into the environment. 

“I was very pleased to learn that both librar¬ 
ies were eager to help with this project,” said 
Griffin. “This is a great service to our communi- 
ties. 

EnerStar encourages the use of compact 
fluorescent bulbs in place of incandescent bulbs. 
“CFL bulbs provide the same light output as 

standard incandescent bulbs,” said Griffin. “But 
they use a fraction of the energy as incandescent 
bulbs, and they last up to 10 times longer. Most 
of us are always looking for a way to save money. 
Using CFLs is one way to save money, while 
saving energy and helping the environment.” 

Marshall Public Library 
612 Archer Avenue, Marshall 

2l7'826-2535 
www. marshallilllibrary. com 

Paris Public Library 

207 S. Main Street, Paris 
217'463'3950 

www.parispubliclibrary.org 
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Shocking? May is National Electrical Safety Month 
Protect your home and family from fires and electrocution 

■ ■ azards commonly found in 
M. Aolder homes are increasingly 
causing fires and fatalities in the 
US. However, by taking a few simple 
steps and by incorporating newer 
technology you can protect your 
home from many of these dangers. 
Each year the Electrical Safety 
Foundation International (ESFI) 
sponsors May as National Electri¬ 
cal Safety Month. For this year’s 
campaign, the foundation is helping 
consumers to take an active roll in 
identifying older home hazards and 
in safeguarding their families from 
the dangers these hazards pose. 

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, half of the homes in the 
United States were built before 
1973. These homes and electrical 
systems were built before many of 
the appliances and electronics that 
we commonly use today were even 
around. To put this into perspective, 
a third of US homes were built 

before hair dryers or electric can 
openers were invented! Half of the 
homes were built before the advent 
of the garage door opener or the 
home computer! 

“As each year goes by 
Americans are using more energy 
in their homes,” says Brett Brenner, 
President of ESFI. “Many homes 
and electrical systems in the U.S. are 
simply being overburdened leading 
to hres, deaths and injuries.” 

For May 2008, ESFI is provid¬ 
ing a checklist which will allow 
consumers to identify electrical 
dangers commonly found in each 
room of their home. ESFI will also 
be educating owners of older homes 
on newer fire prevention technology 
such as Arc Fault Circuit Interrupt¬ 
ers (AFCIs). 

These advanced electronic 
circuit breakers detect dangerous 
conditions in a home’s wiring and 
cut off power to the circuit before 

a fire develops. Additionally, the 
foundation will be encouraging 
those living in older homes with 
children to install tamper resistant 
receptacles. These devices look like 
normal electrical outlets except they 
have a built-in shutter system that 
prevents children from inserting 
foreign objects into the slots. 

More information and resources 
relating to National Electrical Safety 
Month 2008 can be found at www. 
electricalsafety.org. 

The Electrical Safety Foundation In' 
temational (ESFI) is dedicated exclusively 
to promoting electrical safety. Established 
in 1994, ESFI proudly sponsors National 
Electrical Safety Month each May and 
focuses on reducing electrically related 
deaths, injuries and property loss. Funded 
solely by the industry, ESFI is the leading 
authority and advocate of electrical safety. 

What We Were Talking About... 
Throughout the year, as the cooperative ceh 

ebrates our 70th anniversary, we will take 
a look back at 

fek,, 

70'* 

ocally-owned, locally-controlled 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative 

operates under seven cooperative principles. The 
fifth one is “Education, Training, and Innovation.” We ^ 
are called to educate our members and the community, 2 
and this magazine is just one of the ways we accomplish ~~ 
that goal. In March 2001, the cooperative took 
readers through the process of getting electricity to a home. Sometimes 
the process is easier than other times...this situation had a little bit of 
everything! But you can count of EnerStar to be there for you! 
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What in the World is Willie Doing Now?! 

Willie Wirehand has been a celebrated official mascot 
of our nation’s electric cooperatives for more than 50 

years. Willie was the true embodiment of cooperative spunk, 
willing to stand up for rural consumers in the face of the impos- 
sible. As part of EnerStar’s 70th anniversary, we are looking 
back at Willie through the years. 

What in the world is Willie doing? He is flying a kite, of 
course!! And we would like to point out, he is doing it in a safe 
environment. Remember, look up for overhead power lines 
before you fly your kite this spring! 

What is interesting about this photo is that in the 1980s, many 
electric cooperatives began to view Willie as "antiquated” and 
he would show up less and less in cooperative publications. 
However with the development of digital animation, new life was 
brought to cartoon characters in the advertising world whether it be the Michelin Man or the Jolly Green 
Giant. In response, Willie Wirehand became the rage again with his updated look. Although he may have not 
been a full-fledged marketing vehicle, he evolved into more of a pop art celebrity, with his image adorning 
novelty items like coffee mugs and watches. 

Home Computers and Energy Efficiency 
When to Turn Off Computers 

If you’re wondering when to turn 
off personal computers for energy sav¬ 
ings, EnerStar’s Jim Lewis, Manager of 
Information Technology, offers these 
general guidelines. 

“While a small surge in energy 
consumption occurs when a computer 
starts up, this hardly compares to 
the amount used when a computer 
runs for a long time,” said Lewis. “For 
energy savings and convenience, 
consider turning oft the monitor if you 
aren’t going to use your PC for more 
than 20 minutes, and switch off both 
the CPU and monitor if you’re not 
going to use your PC for more than 
two hours.” 

Make sure monitors, printers, and 
other accessories are plugged in to a 
power strip/surge protector. When not 
using equipment for extended periods, 
turn off the switch on the power strip 
to prevent any power drain. 

Lewis added that most PCs today 
reach the end of their useful life due 
to advances in technology long before 
any negative effects of being switched 
on and off multiple times can be seen. 
“But as a general rule of thumb, the 
less time a PC is on, the longer it will 
last,” said Lewis. 

Power-Down or Sleep Features 
Many PCs come with a power¬ 

down or sleep mode feature for the 
CPU and monitor. ENERGY STAR® 
computers consume 15 watts or less 
in this mode-around 70 percent 
less electricity than a computer 
without power management features. 
ENERGY STAR monitors also have 
the capability to power down into 
two successive sleep modes, first to 15 
watts and then to 8 watts-less than 
10 percent of its operating power 
consumption. 

Keep in mind that screen savers 
are not energy savers. Using a screen 
saver may in fact require more energy 
than not using one, and your power¬ 
down feature may not work if you 
have a screen saver activated. In fact, 
modern LCD color monitors do not 
need screen savers. 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Julie, Inc. Launches 811 “Call Before You Dig” 
Number to Help Save Lives and Protect 

Underground Infrastructure 

JULIE, Inc., also known as the 
Illinois One-Call System has 

launched a new national 811 “Call 
Before You Dig” number to help 
prevent homeowners and professional 
excavators from damaging underground 
utility lines while digging and causing 
injury or service outages. 

“Knowing where utility lines are 
buried before each digging project 
helps protect those who dig from injury, 
expense and penalties,” said Mark 
Frost, Executive Director of JULIE, Inc. 
“One easy phone call to 811 will get the 
approximate location of underground 
utility lines marked for free.” 

In addition to JULIE’s existing 
telephone number 1'800'892'0123, 811 
is a new FCC designated national N-11 
number that will assist excavators with 
reaching the one-call center. This quick 
and efficient one-call service will notify 
the appropriate member utilities, who 
then send locators or locate technicians 

Know what’s bdOW. 
Call before you dig 

to the requested site to mark under¬ 
ground lines for free. 

“Safe digging is no accident. 
Regardless of the project size or depth, 
always call 811 before you dig,” Frost 
continued. “Call center representatives 
at JULIE are available to receive and 
process calls 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.” 

Safety Tips 
Today, more member utility 

companies that supply power, gas, water 
and telecommunications are delivering 
these services underground. The follow¬ 
ing are a few safety tips when planning 
outdoor projects: 

• Call JULIE (simply call 811 or 
1-800-892-0123) before you dig; 

• Wait the required amount of 
time (two working days); 

• Respect the marks; and 
■ • Dig with care. 

Types of Outdoor Projects 
For homeowners or contractors 

considering any improvements or 
repairs, following a few precautions 
can help avoid a painful and costly 
accident. Common examples of hom¬ 
eowner projects that require a call to 
JULIE before digging include putting 
up a fence; installing a swing set, a mail 
box post or water feature such as a pool, 
pond or fountain; building a deck or 
room addition; preparing a new garden 
area; or planting trees, bushes or shrubs. 

JULIE, Inc. is a not-for-profit 

corporation that serves as a notifica¬ 

tion service for underground facility 

owners, taking information about 

planned excavations and distributing 

this information to its membership. 

It is then the responsibility of each 

facility owner to mark the location 

of their underground facilities at the 

excavation site. 

JULIE neither owns nor marks 

any underground facilities. Estab¬ 

lished in 1974, JULIE represents 

more than 1,700 utility members. 

For a copy of JULIE’s Homeowner’s 

Guide with additional safety tips, 

including the meaning of the different 

cobr flags and marks used by each 

utility locator type, visit www. 

illinoislcall.com. 
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Safety Day Teaches Area 
4th Graders about Electricity 

Through the years, EnerStar coop member Delmar Bell, who was injured in 
an electrical accident over twenty years ago, has become good friends with Kyle 
Finley, owner of Live Line Demo. The two have collaborated at the other 
electrical safety events. 

4th Grade Safety 
Day 16a-16d 

CFL Bulb Recycling. .16e 

Youth to Springfield.. 16f 

• What We Were Talking 
About 16f 

Make Lineman’s Job 
Safer 16g 

WVPA Purchases Holland 
Plant 16h 

The safety of our members is impor¬ 
tant to EnerStar, so throughout the 

year, EnerStar does its part to promote 
consumer education about how electric¬ 
ity works and how to prevent electrical 
accidents. We consider it part of our re¬ 
sponsibility to our communities to make 
sure people of all ages respect electricity 
and know how to be careful around it. 

A perfect place to spread the word 
is with the youth in our community. 
Teaching electrical safety at a young age 

ensures those lessons and concepts will 
remain with the children as they mature 
into adults. That is why for the seventh 
consecutive year, EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative sponsored the 4th Grade 
Safety Day in late April. The event is a 
prelude to the cooperative’s observance 
of Electric Safety Month in May. 

“Events like these are an impor¬ 
tant part of EnerStar’s mission,” said 
Angela Griffin. Manager of Member 

continued on page 16b 
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While they do not like being called the “EnerStar babies” anymore, children ofEnerStar employees who attend the 
4th grade at Crestwood assisted Kyle in showing the effects of a Mylar balloon coming into contact with electricity. 
Pictured left to right are Kyle Borchers, Ethen Lewis, Cole Hollingsworth, and Janelle Griffin. 

Services. “It gives us a chance to 
showcase the cooperative’s role in 
the community while educating our 
young on how to handle an electrical 
emergency.” 

The first part of the program 
is a demonstration presented by 
Kyle Finley, owner of Live Line 
Demo, Inc. A former journey¬ 
man lineman, Finley teaches the 
students how electricity travels 
through wires. The display con¬ 
tains 7,200 volts of electricity and 
is constructed with the same poles, 
transformers and line hardware 
used by EnerStar. But he takes his 
lesson further as he teaches the 
children what happens if a kite hits 
a power line or the car they are rid¬ 
ing in hits a utility pole. With the 
use of props such as a fake squir¬ 
rel, a hot dog and a balloon, Finley 
teaches the children about the many 
dangers of electricity and how to be 
safe around it. 

The Live Line Demo is fol¬ 
lowed with the testimonial of En¬ 
erStar member Delmar Bell, a Paris 
farmer and EnerStar member, who 
was injured in a power line accident 

more than 20 years ago. The accident 
caused Bell the loss of his arms. He 
spoke to the students because, “I 
want young children to learn from 

my mistake. I never knew the slogan 
‘Look up and live.’” 

“We really appreciate Delmar 
taking time out of his busy sched- 

A popular addition to the Safety Day was the Lineman Rodeo area. Here, 
the children were able to “work” with the lineman gloves on or climb a pole 
in the same gear that linemen wear on the job. 



With the use of props such as a fake squirrel, a hot dog and a balloon, Firiley teaches the children about the many 

dangers of electricity and how to be safe around it. 

ule to attend the Safety Day each 
year,” says Griffin. “I admire the fact 
that he has taken this tragedy and 
turned it into a positive experience. 
His message not only drives home 
the importance of being safe around 
electricity, but also teaches the chil¬ 
dren a lesson on perseverance.” Grif¬ 
fin added that many thank you notes 
from the students reference the valu¬ 
able lesson they learned from Bell. 

Mackenzie, one of the students 
who wrote to EnerStar, said, “I really 
appreciated and enjoyed the Safety 
Day you gave us. I thought you gave 
us a great demonstration. It was very 
educational, but fun. I thought Delmar 
was a great example of why it is very 
important to be aware around electri¬ 
cal wires. The snacks you gave us 
were delicious. You taught us a lot.” 

Following Bell's discussion, the 
students also had the opportunity 
to witness the important role of the 
utility lineman. They watched Jour¬ 
neyman Lineman Troy Lewis climb 
a utility pole and lift the bucket in 
a utility truck. Lewis and fellow 
Journeyman Linemen Keith Borch- 
ers and Archie Eslinger told the 
children about their job and why it is 
important. They assisted the children 
as they participated in the “Line¬ 
man Rodeo” games and tried on 
the linemen’s gear. The children are 
always amazed that the equipment 
is so heavy, especially the 20-pound 
tool belt. 

Students and teachers rave about 
what a fun and rewarding experience 
they have at the Safety Day. “Thank 
you so much for the wonderful safety 

day at EnerStar. The students not 
only learn so much about electrical 
safety, they enjoy the presentation as 
well. I know the message you shared 
with the students will be remembered 
for years to come. I too, enjoy the 
day at EnerStar. It is a good reminder 
to me as well,” wrote the 4th grade 
teacher Mrs. Schmitt form Wenz El¬ 
ementary School in Paris, Illinois. 

Overall, the event was a huge 
success as many students learned 
the importance of safety around 
electricity and more about the local 
electric cooperative. EnerStar and its 
employees are proud of what they 
accomplish each year. “It’s a neat 
program when kids have fun while 
learning a valuable lesson,” conclud¬ 
ed Griffin. 

Continued on page 16d 
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Cooperative Offers CFL Bulb Recycling 
Marshall Public Library and Paris Public Library to Participate 

nerStar Electric Cooperative 
JL^/is pleased to announce the 
placement of two recycling drop-off 
locations for used compact fluores¬ 
cent light (CFL) bulbs. The service 
is offered in partnership with the 
Marshall Public Library in Clark 
County or the Paris Carnegie Library 
in Edgar County. The cooperative 
will also accept used bulbs at the co¬ 
operative office. This free service is 
available to the community and one 
does not have to be a cooperative 
member to participate. 

“In an effort to dispose of the 
bulbs safely, each library has a spe¬ 
cially designed recycling bucket to 
dispose of burned out CLLs,” said 
EnerStar’s Angela Griffin. “Once the 
buckets are full, they will be sent to a 
recycling center for proper disposal, 
and another bucket will be placed at 
the participating libraries.” 

Why recycle CLLs you might 
ask? Each CFL bulb contains 4 mg 
of mercury; if the bulb remains in¬ 
tact and is recycled, that mercury 
can be collected and reused. If the 
bulb is broken, the mercury can be 
released into the environment. 

Co-op Connections 
Coming Soon! 
Coop Connections Card 

nerStar Electric Cooperative, a Touch- 
C^stone Energy® cooperative, is pleased to 

introduce Co-op Connections®, a new program 
that helps you obtain discounts on products 
and services from participating local and na¬ 
tional businesses. You’ll also get 10-60% off 
prescriptions at participating local pharmacies. 

The Co-op Connections card is free, sim¬ 
ply because you’re a member of your local elec¬ 
tric co-op! 

Watch this publication for more informa¬ 
tion on the Co-op Connections card, and 
discover the benefits of being a cooperative 
member. 
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Youth to Springfield 
Representative Roger Eddy and Sen¬ 

ator Dale Righter met with two 
students representing EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative during the Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperatives Youth Day 
on Wednesday, April 9, in Springfield. 
Students had an opportunity to view 
state government in action and tour the 
State Capitol, Illinois Supreme Court, 
Old State Capitol and the Ahraham Lin¬ 
coln Presidential Museum. 

Pictured are students Landen Crews 
of Marshall and Jacob Richardson of 
Kansas, with Rep. Roger Eddy, Sen. Dale 
Righter and Angela Griffin of EnerStar. 

The day was sponsored by the 
Illinois electric and telephone co-ops 
and is designed to introduce young rural 
leaders to state government. 

What We Were Talking About... 
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Whether the member is 
residential or commer¬ 

cial, your electric coopera¬ 
tive has a long tradition of > 
publishing “member stories” ^ 
in the monthly magazine. 

Back in 1973, one par¬ 
ticular article highlighted a new commercial elec¬ 
tric load then known as Pool’s Bargain Mart. Still 
at its current location, Pools True Value is located 
on the north edge of Paris and just a couple of 
doors down from the cooperative office. 

According to the magazine, the store con¬ 
tains “15,000 square feet of everything from 
potato chips to motor oil.” Not much has 
changed in that sense. You can find just about 
anything at the store. 

The article goes on to talk about the coop¬ 
erative’s commitment to economic develop¬ 
ment. That commitment is as strong today as 
it was back in 1973. Commitment to the com¬ 
munities we serve is one of the driving forces 

I in the cooperative’s mission. 
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Help Make the Lineman’s Job Safer 
Little things you can do to help keep them safe 

Being a lineman is no simple 
task. Climbing poles and 

stringing electrical wire is a daily 
responsibility despite rain, snow, 
heat, cold or mud. But even if the 
weather or working conditions were 
ideal, the lineman still would have a 
very dangerous job. According to a 
survey in a Forbes Magazine article 
from November 6, 2006, it is the 
seventh most dangerous job. 

To work on the electrical lines, a 
lineman uses a bucket truck or climbs 
up the pole using special steel spikes, 
called gaffs, that attach around his 
boots. These gaffs dig into the pole 
and give the lineman a solid hold on 
the pole as he works with the electri¬ 
cal lines. The lineman’s livelihood 
and his life depend on his being able 

The EnerStar employees are a patriotic 
bunch of people, but flags on a meter 
pole can be a real hazard for linemen. 
This pole even has a nice birdhouse too! 
Sorry., .but neither of them should be 
placed on a meter pole. 

to keep those gaffs in the pole. If he 
should lose his hold on the pole, he 
could fall, seriously hurting himself. 

You can help the EnerStar line¬ 
men by keeping the poles around 
your property free of items that might 
keep them from doing their jobs safe¬ 
ly. Here are a few examples of how 
you can help: 
• Don’t hang anything on electrical 
poles, including birdhouses or basket¬ 
ball hoops. They will be in the way if 
a lineman has to climb that pole. 
• Don’t use electrical equipment for 
your target practice. This can cause 
nothing but damage to the equip¬ 
ment and could harm you. Shooting 
at power lines or the glass insulators 
located on the poles could cause the 
lines to come down and cause outages 
that affect hundreds of people. 
• Don’t landscape around the bot¬ 
tom of the pole with flower boxes, 
birdhouses, etc. Planting flowers in 
the soil around the pole is fine, as 
long as no wooden or sharp objects 
are used in the bed. 
• Don’t build or attach anything to 
the pole that could be a hazard such 
as a fence or a gate. 
• Don’t hang a sign advertising a 
garage sale or promoting a favorite 
political candidate on the pole. The 

Working high in the air, an Ener¬ 
Star lineman needs a pole free of 
obstacles. 

signs themselves aren’t hazards, but 
the nails or staples used to hold them 
up are. 

We ask our members to follow 
these simple rules to help keep our 
lineman safe and make the already 
dangerous job of the lineman 
much safer. 

EnerStar Electric Cooperative proudly presents 

Kyle Finley's 

iVeCihePemo 
Thursday June 19, 2008 

EnerStar is offering two sessions each geared towards a unique audience 

Session # 1 

Business and Industry 

Time: 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm 

Session # 2 

Public Safety 
Time: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Event will be held at the EnerStar offices 
11597 IL Highway 1, Paris, Illinois 

For reservations, contact Angela Griffin at 
217-463-4145 or 1-800-635-4145 or by email at agriffin@enerstar.com 



Generating plant will help supply power to 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative members 

Energy purchased by Hoosier 
Energy and Wabash Valley 

Power will soon help meet the 
power needs of EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative members. The Indiana- 

* based electric cooperative suppliers 
are in the process of purchasing 
a 627-megawatt combined cycle 
power plant near Beecher City, 111. 
for approximately $383 million. 

Contingent on financing, regula¬ 
tory approvals and other due diligence 
considerations, the two power supply 
cooperatives would take equal partner 
ownership of the Holland Energy 
EEC natural gas-fired combined-cycle 
plant in January 2009. 

Wabash Valley Power, Ener- 
Star’s Indianapolis-based wholesale 
electric provider, will use the power 
to help meet the power needs of its 
28 member-owned electric coopera¬ 

tives in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Missouri and Ohio. The new plant 
will contribute to reserve require¬ 
ments and will increase the reliabil¬ 
ity of electric supply. 

Wabash Valley Power owns 10 
renewable energy power plants in 

addition to coal, petroleum coke and 
natural gas facilities. 

Representing EnerStar on the 
Wabash Valley board of directors is 
EnerStar CEO Peter E. Kollinger and 
EnerStar board member Don Baggs 
of Marshall. 

What in the World is Willie Up to Now?! 
Back in 1937, an electric dishwasher 

was invented that was small enough 
to he suitable for use in a domestic set¬ 
ting. It had all of the features of a mod¬ 
ern dishwasher, including a front door 
for loading, a wire rack to hold crockery 
and a rotating sprayer. Electric dry¬ 
ing elements were added in 1940. But 
these units were few and far between. It 
wasn’t until the 1970s when dishwash¬ 
ers became somewhat common in the 
home. At that time, of course, you can 
imagine that Willie, who loved all the 
conveniences of modern technology 
supplied by reliable electricity, definitely 
enjoyed his new electric dishwasher! 
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Edgar Electric Cooperative - 
It proved the skeptics were wrong 

As your electric 
cooperative cel¬ 
ebrates its 70th 
anniversary, we 
thought it would 
be nice to 
share with the 
membership a 

reprint from the book “Archi¬ 
tects of Rural Progress.” The 
book was published in 1967 
by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives and 
included a look at the early 
years of what was then known 
as Edgar Electric. We have 
also included photos from a 
1967 coop newsletter showing 
Clayton Perisho, Cliff Winans, 
and O.J. Bandy, who were 
early cooperative pioneers. We 
hope that the members will 
take time to look at this his¬ 
tory and see how the coopera¬ 
tive became what it is today 
and pay tribute to those indi¬ 
viduals who worked so hard in 
the beginning to bring a dream 
into a reality. 
 16a-16e 

What in the World is 
Willie Doing Now? ... 16f 

Coop Connections 
Card Delivered Next 
Month 16f 

Got a Story 
About Life Before 
Electricity? 16g-16h 

If King Kong had strolled up the 
stairs to the auditorium of the Paris 

High School that night or had the spon¬ 
sors of the meeting scheduled a debate 
between President Roosevelt, Adolf Hit¬ 
ler and Josef Stalin ... well, it’s doubtful 
the excitement could have been more 
intense than it was that frigid Febmary 
9th back in 1938. 

The crowd of 250 men and women, 
plus a few children, obviously hadn’t 
come to see the movie monster or to hear 
a debate between the world personalities 
of the World War II era. 

Then what had attracted them to the 
meeting? 

Why, it was the opportunity to get 
electric lights! It was the incentive that 
caused them to leave their warm homes 

and drive five, ten or more miles to hear 
a discussion on rural electrification. 

It seems strange that people should 
become excited about electric lights. 
That’s because today practically every 
rural home is electrified. Back in 1938, 
however, only a few rural homes could 
boast of electric lights. Electricity was 
a status symbol in those days. The fam¬ 
ily that possessed electric lights instead 
of lighting its home with a kerosene or 
Aladdin lamp was in an entirely differ¬ 
ent bracket. It was like owning a cruiser 
instead of a rowboat. 

And, we might add, just about as 
expensive. 

The people in attendance at the 
Paris school auditorium wanted electric 
lights. However, few could pay any- 

continued on page 16b 
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ARCHITECTS OF 
RURAL PROGRESS 

HAROLD SEVERSON 

A Dynamic Story of the Electric Cooperatives 

as Service Organizations in Illinois 

The book, “Architects of Rural Prog¬ 
ress,” written by Harold Severson, was 
published in 1967 by the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. It included 
a look at the early years of what was then 
known as Edgar Electric. 

where from $500 to $1,500 to get the 
local utility to build an extension to 
their farms. Provided, of course, they 
could persuade the power company 
to build the extension. For some 
strange reason, the utility people 
were convinced farmers (1) would 
not buy sufficient current to justify 
building the extensions and (2) didn’t 
want electric lights. 

They were wrong on both counts. 
The meeting that bleak February 

night was a “now or never” type of 
meeting. These Edgar County farm 
folks were ready to exchange months 
of discussion and planning for a dy¬ 
namic program of action. 

Ernest H. Collins of the Rural 
Electrification Administration (REA) 
was the main speaker that evening. He 
advised the group to name a committee 
so steps leading to the creation of an 
electric cooperative would be made. 

“Congress has allocated $30 
million for rural electrification 
projects,” Mr. Collins said. “Edgar 
County is one of the few counties 
which definitely has been promised 
an allotment of funds.” 

A. E. Staley, president of Edgar 
County Farm Bureau, presided at the 
meeting. After the proposal had been 
discussed from several angles, Ernest 
Guyman of Elbridge moved that the 
group proceed to organize an electric 
cooperative. His motion was seconded 
by M. B. Huffman of Hunter and the 

rising vote proved to be unanimously 
in favor of this action. Lawrence 
Langford then suggested that the 
county be divided into seven districts 
and W. A. Dennis, B. M. Huffman and 
L. E. McKinzie be named to make the 
divisions. These were as follows: 

O. Cliff Winans, Young America 
and Shiloh; Walter Little, Ross, Prai¬ 
rie and Brouillett Creek; Clayton H. 
Perisho, Embarrass and Buck; Bemie 
Curtis, Paris and Edgar; B. M. Huff¬ 
man, Hunter and Stratton; John O. 
Honnold, Kansas and Grandview; and 
O. J. Bandy, Symmes and Elbridge. 
Mr. Curtis became president by accla¬ 
mation and O. J. Bandy was elected 
secretary-treasurer. 

Years later. Mr. Bandy was to 
recall the meeting as “one of the 

most important in the history of Edgar 
and Clark counties.” He was to serve 
as the first manager of the Edgar Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative and take a leading 
role in the far-reaching campaign that 
placed the rural people on the same 
level with city residents. 

“Few of us realized the hard work 
that would be needed to get electricity 
out to the farms,” Mr. Bandy says. “It 
was uphill work. Most people wanted 
electric lights. It was the occasional 
holdout who blocked us. He would 
refuse to sign an easement. That would 
mean detouring around his farm, often 
causing us to miss serving people who 
really wanted it.” 

The groundwork for the electric 
cooperative had started months ear¬ 
lier. Once REA had been signed into 
existence, a Farm Bureau committee 
had been named to check into the pos¬ 
sibility of organiz¬ 
ing the cooperative. 
W. A. Dennis was 
named chairman 
while other commit¬ 
tee members were 
B. M. Huffman, 
Lawrence Langford 
and H. Zeiss Gumm. The latter was 
organization director for the Farm Bu¬ 
reau and the others were farmers. 

“This appointment was made in 
December, 1936,” recalls Mr. Bandy. 
“The committee did a great deal of 
useful work. They discussed the pos¬ 
sible use of electric lights with a great 
many farm families. They drew maps 
and made numerous inquiries of REA 

fieldmen and representatives of the 
State Rural Electrification Committee.” 

One of the committee’s main 
chores was getting signatures on ten¬ 
tative agreements to use electricity if 
it became available. L. E. McKinzie 
was farm adviser for Edgar County 
in those years. In his annual report 
he noted during the period from May 
1, 1937 to Nov. 30, 1937, a total of 
1,042 temporary agreements had been 
signed by potential users. By July 15, 
the necessary maps had been drawn, 
setting up a project of 363 miles. 

Mr. O. J. Bandy reads the history 
he helped to make. Photo reprinted 
from 1967 cooperative magazine. 

“I still remember working long 
into the night to get that map complet¬ 
ed on July 4th,” says Mr. Bandy. “We 
had our office in the Farm Bureau 
building for about a year. All during 
the day and into the night firecrackers 
were exploding but we had an impor¬ 
tant job on our hands - getting that 
map ready.” 

It was completed in time to be 
sent out to Washington for approval 
by REA officials. 

The membership fee had been set 
at $5. 

“Farmers didn’t balk so much at 
paying $5 to join the Cooperative,” 
says Mr. Bandy, “as they did at the 
idea of having to pay a monthly mini¬ 
mum bill of $3.50 for electricity. It 
seemed like an impossibly high figure 

“I still remember working long into 
the night to get that map completed 

on July 4th,” says Mr. Bandy. 
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Members of the 1967 board of directors of the Edgar Electric Cooperative posed for this picture following an annual 
meeting. Left to right, seated: Byron McCoy, secretary-treasurer; Lloyd Ross, vice president; Max S. White, president; Ralph 
C. Wright, director, and Carl A. Lund, attorney. Standing, from left: F. L. Cook, Lawrence Lycan, John Riley, 
Joe Welsh, and Garold Farthing, director, and Maurice C. Johnson, manager. 

to so many people at the time. Later, 
of course, these same people who 
fussed and fumed at having to pay 
$3.50 would be using from $10 to $15 
worth of electricity each month - and 
not complaining. 

“Most of the early objectors were 
the skeptics,” he explained. “They 
reasoned that if the utilities didn’t 
want to build lines out into the rural 
areas, then it was out of the question 
for a farmer cooperative to get the job 
done. Their arguments seemed quite 
logical, too. In the end, however, we 
did get the job done.” 

A certificate of incorporation had 
been granted to the Edgar Electric 
Cooperative Association under the 
Illinois not-for-profit act on April 20, 
1938. The incorporators were listed 
as Bemie Curtis, O. J. Bandy, O. Cliff 
Winans, Walter Little, Clayton Per¬ 
isho, and B. M. Huffman, all of Paris, 
and John O. Honnold, Kansas. 

Paul Wilson was hired by the 
board to prepare legal descriptions 
for right-of-way construction work at 
$ 10 per day. George Taylor of Lara- 
more & Douglass of Chicago had 
been named to do the preliminary 
engineering work. 

“We applied for our first loan of 
$280,000 on July 6, 1938,” says Mr. 

Bandy. “There were plenty of people 
who figured we wouldn’t get it. How¬ 
ever, REA approved that first loan on 
October 10, 1938 to build 255 miles 
of line in Edgar County.” 

News of the granting of the 
$280,000 loan hit the rural part of Ed¬ 
gar County with a tremendous impact. 

Benjamin Redman, who served a 
quarter of a century as attorney for the 
Cooperative, says the announcement 
came as a shot in the arm to the of¬ 
ficers and directors. 

“There always was a hard core of 
rural electrification supporters in Edgar 
County,” he states. “There never was a 
time when these people had any doubts 
of the Cooperative’s eventual success. 

“Actually this project continues 
to amaze me,” Mr. Redman adds. 
“Here’s a group of farmers who 
believed so strongly in rural electri¬ 
fication they were willing to spend 
long hours week after week calling 
on people. It was a real selling job. 
You would think that when the rural 
people had a chance to get electricity 
they would have been beating down 
the office door in order to sign up. 
That wasn’t the case, however. It 
took a great deal of perseverance and 
determination on the part of the orga¬ 
nizers to get the Cooperative off to a 

good start.” 
During a quarter of a century as 

the Cooperative’s attorney, Mr. Red¬ 
man missed only one meeting. 

He often chuckles over the Coop¬ 
erative’s early months. 

“Its equipment was a bit primi¬ 
tive,” he smiles. “Mr. Bandy wanted 
a typewriter and adding machine and 
kept asking for it one meeting after 
another. Something always came 
up so the board would overlook ap¬ 
proving the purchase of these items. 
Eventually he did get his typewriter 
and adding machine but he waited 
several months.” 

Politics prevented Mr. Redman 
from becoming the Cooperative’s 
first attorney. That distinction went to 
T. J. Trogdon, a partner of Mr. Red¬ 
man. Another attorney noted that Mr. 
Redman was a Republican and had 
complained to his congressman. The 
upshot was that Mr. Trogdon served 
a short time before relinquishing 
the position to his partner. After Mr. 
Redman’s resignation in 1965, Carl A. 
Lund of Paris became the attorney. 

Mr. Bandy, who started out as 
secretary-treasurer, resigned to be¬ 
come manager. Russell Elledge of 
Paris became a director in his place. 

“I was in charge of a hatchery in 
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the Farm Bureau building when all 
this was taking place,” Mr. Bandy ex¬ 
plains. “Our first meetings were held 
in the hatchery part of the building. 
We didn’t have money to buy equip¬ 
ment. In fact, we used boards placed 
on sawhorses for the first desk. It was 
here where we worked on that Fourth 
of July holiday to get the map com¬ 
pleted and the data prepared for our 
first loan application.” 

Eight bids were opened Oct. 
18, 1938, for the first section of line. 
Miller-Baxter Company of Indianapo¬ 
lis submitted a bid of $184,760.34 
specifying use of copper conductor 
for construction of 255 miles of line 
serving 593 member-owners in Edgar 
County. An REA engineer, however, 
pointed out that another firm, A. S. 
Schulman Company of Chicago, had 
placed a bid of $ 176,581.19 with alu¬ 
minum conductor. 

The board was convinced that 
copper conductor was preferable to 
aluminum and clung to that belief 
for some time. However, on Jan. 
11.1939, a letter was sent to John 
M. Carmody, REA administrator. 
Attached to the letter was a copy 
of a resolution accepting the recom¬ 
mendation of the REA on aluminum 
conductor. It added: “With the further 
assurance by our engineers that they 
will so stake the line around our shade 
trees that our trees will not have to be 
cut or unduly trimmed and our elec¬ 
tric service safeguarded from inter¬ 
ruption by contact with trees.” 

Construction of the lines got un¬ 
der way May 9, 1939. 

Earlier the board had turned 
down a proposal for partial funds 
from REA. It emphasized the prin¬ 
ciple that its main idea and purpose 
was to provide electricity for all users 
in Edgar County. The members had 
insisted that “unless assurance could 
be had that sufficient money would 
be provided to complete the project, it 
would be unwise to start.” 

An editor commended: “Such was 
the high-minded resolution and integ¬ 
rity of the men who were to provide 
rural electrification for Edgar County.” 

Construction of the lines got un¬ 
der way May 9, 1939. In about nine 
weeks time, the lines were energized 
on July 15, 1939. 

A newspaper report explained: 
“This was the first of 327 miles 

of line to be constructed under the 
first loan of $280,000. By the end of 
the year, 450 homes were receiving 
electricity. 

“The dream had come true. 
Electrified farms in eastern Illinois no 
longer are a novelty.” 

“The Frank Bercaw farm at 
Route 1 and the Redmon route has 
Meter No. 1,” an early historian 
wrote. “Following in order are the 
Minnier farm, George Brown, Archie 
Morris and Vem English. First resi¬ 
dences to be energized were those of 
Mr. Winans and Mr. Curtis on that 
July 15th. 

Lean, bespectacled, cigar-smok¬ 
ing Cliff Winans remembers those 
early years. 

“When we were named to that 
first board of directors,” he observed, 
“we knew a lot of work was in store 
for us. Those of us who were named to 
the board did most of the work for free, 
gratis. I hired a man to do the work on 
the farm while I was out riding around 
the district signing up members and 
getting easements. It cost me money to 
be on the board, I want you to know.” 

He puffed on his cigar, reflecting 
back on those busy years. 

“We completed that first map on 
July 4th at Paris,” he resumed. “O. J. 
Bandy and his daughter, Bemie Curtis 
and I worked there until dark to get it 
completed before the post office was 
closed. I remember the lines that had 
two members to a mile were colored 
red; those with three to the mile were 
blue in color.” 

In those days, according to Mr. 
Winans, most farm people wanted 
electricity for better lights and more 
efficient washing machines. 

“REA wanted a minimum of 
$10 per mile,” he said. That meant 
the monthly electricity bill would 
have to average $10 to the mile. 
Some farmers agreed to pay as much 
as $5 and $6 a month. That was lots 
of money in those days. 

“Politics entered into the pic¬ 
ture, too. Some people opposed rural 
electrification because it was started 
during a Democratic administration. 
Seems rather silly now, of course, but 
it was an issue with some people in 
1938 and 1939.” 

He smiled for a moment, revolv¬ 

ing the cigar between his fingers. 
“I always said I was the first per¬ 

son to have my home energized,” he 
added. “Jack, my son, was an active 
chap always climbing the trees. He 
‘cooned' up the pole near our house, 
turned on the switch and we had 
electric lights ahead of all the others. 
Officially, Bemie Curtis was the first 
to have electricity on the REA lines 
but unofficially we preceded him in 
that honor.” 

Mr. Winans. along with Mr. Ban¬ 
dy and Mr. Perisho, are the only living 
members of the original board. Mr. 
Bandy had resigned from the board to 
become its first manager. 

“Those early days were tough,” 
he says. “We had one lineman and one 
truck to maintain the lines. There were 

Mr. Johnson and Cliff Winans remembering the good old days as they look at the 
Cooperative’s history. Photo reprinted from 1967 cooperative magazine. 
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plenty of problems for us other than 
securing easements. Imagine trying to 
keep 255 miles of line energized when 
a storm hit with only one man to help. 
When I climbed a pole, it seemed as 
high as a five-story building. Espe¬ 
cially when rain was flooding down 
and lightning and thunder were adding 
to the excitement. I wasn’t a seasoned 
lineman, for that matter, so those were 
thrilling experiences for me.” 

Clayton Perisho, sometimes re¬ 
ferred to as “the workhorse of Edgar 
Electric Cooperative,” was a board 
member for 16 years. 

“Trying to sign up members for 
the Cooperative and secure easements 
was hard work,” he recalls. “Some¬ 
times we were greeted in a friendly 

minimum monthly bill of $3.50. They 
didn’t know that the more electricity 
they used, the cheaper it would get.” 

Reflecting back over those pre- 
REA days, Mr. Perisho says he feels 
a sense of pride in the fact that the 
Cooperative today serves 3,830 mem¬ 
ber-owners over 1,363 miles of line. 

“Originally we thought only in 
terms of serving Edgar County farms, 
Mr. Perisho says. “However, it was 
apparent Clark County was having 
difficulty getting an electric coopera¬ 
tive organized so we extended our 
lines into that county. Today we are 
serving rural people in Clark, Edgar, 
Coles, Douglas and Vermilion coun¬ 
ties. The majority of our members live 
in Edgar and Clark counties.” 

Maurice Johnson, Manager of the Edgar Electric, and Clayton Perisho 
reminiscing over a copy of the new history book of electric cooperatives in 

Illinois, “Architects of Rural Progress,” with a special section on Edgar Electric. 
Photo reprinted from 1967 cooperative magazine. 

manner when we called on prospec¬ 
tive members; other times it wasn’t so 
agreeable. I was called a lot of names 
because I would volunteer to call on 
people other board members didn’t 
want to contact. That part didn’t both¬ 
er me - it was the people who refused 
to grant easements or cooperate in any 
way who caused me to wonder why I 
had ever started out on the job.” 

Mr. Perisho recalls the principal 
objection to rural electrification was 
the cost. 

“More than once, I was told the 
price was completely out of sight,” he 
says. “Farmers said they couldn’t pay a 

Russell Elledge is another person 
we definitely want to recognize and 
associate with the early history of the 
Edgar Electric. Mr. Elledge served 
the Edgar Electric in three different 
capacities in its formative years and is 
still highly interested in the welfare of 
the Edgar Electric. 

From all three capacities - that 
of a vitally interested member, di¬ 
rector and employee - Mr. Elledge 
recalls many experiences that he had 
in obtaining right-of-way for the 
construction of the electric lines. “If 
the landowner was interested in get¬ 
ting electric service he would sign a 

right-or-way easement without much 
trouble, but if he was not interested in 
receiving electric service it was just 
impossible to obtain a right-of-way 
to build a line on his property,” Mr. 
Elledge stated. 

Trees were another big problem 
in obtaining a desirable right-of-way, 
he recalls. For some reason or another 
people were reluctant to authorize 
the cutting of a tree regardless of the 
tree’s type or shape. 

“In fact,” Mr. Elledge recalls, “if 
we had obtained the line right-of-way 
we desired and could have removed 
the necessary trees, we could have 
built much better electric lines and 
saved several thousands of dollars. 
Furthermore, we could have secured 
the electric service for many of our 
members much sooner than we did 
and would have had a much better 
electric line to serve them.” 

Through his experiences in ob¬ 
taining right-of-way and in signing up 
members, Mr. Elledge has a complete 
repertoire of reasons or excuses people 
gave for either cooperating or not 
cooperating in getting the coopera¬ 
tive going. He also had the sad, but 
familiar, experience of attempting to 
obtain central station electric power to 
his farm home prior to the REA era. As 
was the experience of many others, he 
found the utility did not refuse to serve 
him, but the cost was prohibitive. 

“Despite the many hardships and 
long hours I experienced in working 
in the interest of the Edgar Electric, I 
enjoyed it,” he says, “because it gave 
me a feeling of accomplishment in 
helping my neighbors, friends and 
community. Even though I do not 
receive electricity from the Edgar 
Electric now, I do drive by the head¬ 
quarters building frequently and many 
pleasant memories flit through my 
mind. In fact, my association with the 
Edgar Electric is a bright spot in my 
life and I am very proud to have had a 
part in its development.” 

A new headquarters building was 
constructed on Highway 1 north of 
Paris in 1953. It was formally dedi¬ 
cated May 14, 1953, with an open 
house held the following day which 
attracted several hundreds of persons. 
This is a modem structure with ample 
facilities for meeting the needs of 
Edgar Electric Cooperative and its 
member-owners. 
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What in the World is Willie Doing Now?! 

W illie Wirehand has been a celebrated 
official mascot of our nation’s electric 

cooperatives for more than 50 years. Willie was 

the true embodiment of cooperative spunk, willing 

to stand up for rural consumers in the face of the 

impossible. As part of EnerStar’s 70th anniversary, 

we are looking back at Willie through the years. 

What in the world is Willie doing now? He is 

celebrating the 4th of July, of course! Just like you, 

Willie loves the food, festivities and fireworks...but 

he wants to remind you to stay safe this holiday 

season! Throughout the years, “Willie’s page” in 

the monthly magazine often focused on not only 

electrical safety but other kinds of safety as well. 

Today, the cooperative magazine still keeps the 

member safety in the forefront. 

★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ 
Our office will be closed July 4th 

to celebrate Independence Day 
+ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ 

COMING SOON... COMING SOON... COMING SOON... COMING SOON... 

Coop Connections* Card “Get Connected” 
Discover the value of cooperative 

membership with Co-op Connections, 

a new program! Cards will be attached to the 

outside of your magazine. 

With the cards, members will receive: 

• Discounts at local participating businesses 

• Discounts at national participating businesses 

• 10-60% off most prescriptions at ^ ^ 
participating pharmacies 

It's just one more way co-op members benefit 

from being a member of a Touchstone Energy® Cooperative. 

II UlcIClCd 

i 
COMING IN AUGUST! 

Jo sign up your 
business, call 
EnerStar’s 

onnBla Griffin at 
800-635-4145 

exf. 603 
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/'S% Do you remember when En?rStar 
\ v Electric 

1 ^ the lights came on? 
We would love to hear your “then” stories! 

It’s been nearly 70 years since 
the first lines were strung that 

would bring electricity to rural 
Edgar and Clark counties. Things 
were a lot different back then. 
How many things under the “then” 
do you remember? 

Then -1938 Now - 2008 
Icebox lined with porcelain or 
metal with a large block of ice to 
keep food cold 

Energy-efficient refrigerators and 
freezers with adjustable temperature 
controls and ice makers 

Pitch forks, horses, plows, disk, 
harrows, planters and pickers 

Tractors, balers, herbicide applicators, 
combines, trucks and hay elevators 

Carried water by the pail after 
lifting it out of a well and used 
outhouses 

Complete water and sewage systems, 
indoor plumbing and faucets 

Kerosene lamps, candles, 
matches and latems 

Flourescent lights, night lights, 
landscaping lights, outdoor lights, 

Hand written letters that were 
delivered to the post office 

Email typed on a computer and 
delivered almost instantly 

Brooms and carpet beaters Wet/dry and shampoo vacuum cleaners 

Some phones with switchboard 
operators, party lines, short and 
long rings 

Cell phones with cameras and text 
messaging 

Here is how you can share... 

Use the back side of this paper to jot down your favorite stories about life before electricity. It can be 

anything but some things to think about might be... 

What was your family’s reactions to when the lights were flipped on? 

What was the first appliance purchased? 

What chores or struggles did electricity eliminate? 

Did you see them string the line? 

Please turn page and complete form to share your stories. \ 

The cooperative would also 
appreciate any early photos 
you may be able to provide to 
make copies. Contact EnerStar 
at 1-800-635-4145. 
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My Story about Life Before Electricity 

Name:  

Where did you live:  

Age when lights came on: 

Tell us your story:  

1 don’t remember the lights coming on but I know someone who would be good to interview. 

Name:  

Address:      

Telephone:  

Person submitting info:      

Tear out this sheet and return it to the coop by mail or 
return with your electric payment 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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of Korea 16d 

Tell Us Your Story- 
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Came on 16g & 16h 

It’s Here! Co-op Connections Card 
Offers Member Discount Program! 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative 

has launched a program that 
offers further proof that being 
a cooperative member has its 
advantages. Co-op Connec¬ 
tions, a new card-based member 
benefit program for Touchstone 
Energy® cooperatives, is de¬ 
signed to deliver added value to 
cooperative members. EnerStar 
is implementing this program 
in conjunction with the other 
Touchstone Energy co-ops serving 17 
million households. 

With the card, members can 
receive discounts on products and 
services from participating local and 
national businesses. Best of all. the 
Co-op Connections member benefit 
program is absolutely free!!!! One card 
and two key fob cards were attached to 
the outside of last month's magazine. 

Over the coming months, check 
back often in our monthly magazine 
and on the cooperative’s Web site at 
www.enerstar.com as we announce 
participating local businesses. In the 
meantime, visit the Web site and click 
on the card image for special offers 
from national businesses. You can 
search for discounts by cooperative 
name, by Zip code or by state. 

An added bonus to the Co-op Con¬ 
nections Card is the pharmacy discount 
program. The discounts can save you 
10 to 60 percent on prescriptions at 
over 48,000 pharmacies nationwide, 

Co-op Connections* Card 

including CVS, Wal-mart. and many 
other local pharmacies. For a complete 
list of participating pharmacy locations 
check out www.locateproviders.com. 
We looked and could not find any local 
pharmacies that were not participating! 

It is important to point out that 
the plan is not insurance - it is a phar¬ 
macy discount offer. You will pay the 
lower of the discounted price or the 
pharmacy’s regular retail price. There 
is no limit to the number of times you 
can use the card. Your card cannot be 
used in conjunction with insurance. 
However, use your card to purchase 
prescriptions not covered by your in¬ 
surance plans at a discounted price. 

The Co-op Connections card 
creates an even greater sense of mem¬ 
bership and reinforces EnerStar’s 
long-standing commitment to the 
community! We look forward to an 
exciting new program! 

Check often for new discounts! 
www.enerstar.com 
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Global Demand and Power Plant Outage 
Lead to Rate Increase From Electricity Supplier 
No matter how well any of us 

plan, life reminds us that it's 
unpredictable. Unexpected events and 
factors outside of our control often 
carry costs that we could not have an¬ 
ticipated. For example, when your car 
or truck breaks down, you face both 
inconvenience and unexpected costs. 

It happens in business, too. Right 
now, the electric power industry is fac¬ 
ing significant challenges caused by 
unexpected jumps in the price of the 
fuels that are used to generate electrici¬ 
ty. The costs of natural gas and coal are 
all experiencing significant increases. 
In the case of coal, the price for some 
types of coal has more than doubled 
since the beginning of this year. 

There are several causes for the 
increases - including rising transpor¬ 
tation costs for both rail and truck 
and the impact of higher fuel prices 
on mining operations - but the single 
biggest reason for the impact is that 
China and India are gobbling up 
much of the world’s coal supply. As 
those nations’ fast-growing economies 
demand more electricity and new 
power plants go on line every week, 
a bigger share of European coal sup¬ 
plies are heading to the far east. 

Since European power companies 
still need coal to run their own power 

plants, Appalachian coal that was be¬ 
ing sold to American power companies 
is now being loaded onto boats and 
exported to Europe. The current weak¬ 
ness of the dollar makes purchasing 
coal from America a smart economic 
move for Europe and Asia. The result 
is that prices worldwide have been 
soaring, and the large utility companies 
who generate and sell much of the 
power we supply to your homes and 
businesses have been raising their rates 
to cover these higher fuel costs. 

In addition to those market 
forces, our electric cooperative’s elec¬ 
tricity supplier. Wabash Valley Power, 
had an accident at their Terre Haute, 
Ind. power facility. This facility turns 
a waste by-product (Petcoke) from 
the oil refining process into low-cost 
synthetic natural gas (syngas) which 
is used to fuel its nearby combined- 
cycle power plant. The facility, con¬ 
sidered to be one of the world’s most 
innovative clean-coal plants, has been 
off-line since the accident occurred on 
April 28th. 

While steps to repair the plant 
began almost immediately, the dam¬ 
age meant that it would be unable to 
produce low-cost syngas for several 
weeks. Wabash Valley uses that syn¬ 
gas to generate electricity at its nearby 

Wabash River power plant for local 
co-ops like EnerStar. While repairs 
are being performed, the company 
has turned to the open market for a 
portion of its electricity purchases and 
has used the more expensive natural 
gas to fuel its power plant. Either op¬ 
tion means that the cost of generating 
electricity would increase. 

Because of these factors, Wa¬ 
bash Valley’s board of directors re¬ 
cently voted to increase the electric 
rates they charge their cooperatives. 
Therefore, the power cost adjust¬ 
ment (PCA) on monthly bills will 
increase from .002842 cents to 
.011377 cents per kilowatt hour, 
beginning in August 2008. For ex¬ 
ample, a member using 500 kwh per 
month will see an increase of about 
$4.27 per month. For the average resi¬ 
dential member who consumes 900 
kwh per month, the increase will be 
about $7.68 per month. 

We work hard to give our mem¬ 
bers stable and fair rates. We know 
that rising energy prices are making 
it harder for everyone to stretch their 
budgets, and we’re working closely 
with our power supplier to minimize 
the impacts. More information about 
the PCA can be found at the coopera¬ 
tive’s Web site, www.enerstar.com. 

What in the World is Willie up to Now? 
Willie Wirehand has been a celebrated official 

mascot of our nation’s electric cooperatives for 
more than 50 years. Willie was the true embodiment 
of cooperative spunk, willing to stand up for rural 
consumers in the face of the impossible. As part of 
EnerStar’s 70th anniversary, we are looking back at 
Willie through the years. 

What in the world is Willie doing? Well it’s August and it’s 
hot outside so Willie is enjoying the cool breeze from his 
air conditioner. Willie loves all the modern conveniences 
provided by reliable electricity, but he reminds you to use 
your air conditioner wisely by following these simple steps: 

• Open windows at night to bring in cool night air; 
close them during the day 

• Close drapes during the day. 
• Shade west facing windows. 
• Draw cool night air into the house with a whole 

house fan. 
• Use room air conditioning only where needed and install 

energy efficient models. 
• Maintain an air conditioned house at 78°F or higher. 
• Regularly change air conditioning system filters and clean 

the condenser. 
• Plant deciduous shade trees on the west and south sides 

of your house. 
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Thunderstorms, Lightning and Flooding 
Create Havoc Last Few Weeks 

It’s been a busy summer storm season at 
EnerStar. Extreme weather conditions 

and flash flooding created difficult situations 
for our line crews. The main problem was a 
combination of soft ground and high winds 
causing trees to uproot and fall into the 
lines. Lightning also caused considerable 
damage. Due to flooding, FEMA declared 
the counties served by EnerStar to be 
disaster areas. We appreciate our members’ 
understanding and assistance during these 
extreme conditions! 

Flash flooding 
created 
dangerous 
situations for our 
employees. In 
several instances, 
it was necessary 
to find alternate 
routes to outage 
locations. 

In one situation, power restoration at a member s house 
in West Union required traveling about two miles by 
boat over flooded cornfields. Otherwise it would have 
been several days before our trucks could reach the 
location. Left to right are: employee Mike Huddleston, 
board member Danny Card, volunteer Al Miller, and 
employee Galen Satterfield. Employee Mike Clark was 
also on site. 

In the North Arm area north of the Clinton Road in Paris, 
straight line winds broke six 60-foot transmission poles. 

This transmission pole in a creek south 
of Elbridge was not repaired immediately, 
but the co-op was able to back feed 
service to quickly restore power. Needless 
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A Soldier’s Story 
Cooperative Member Writes Memoirs of Korean War 

W: hen A1 Schneider returned 
to Edgar County after a year 

of combat in Korea, he put the war 
behind him. He returned to farming 
with his father, raised a family and 
continued his love of flying, which 
eventually evolved into a business of 
building radio controlled planes and 
helicopters. The Korean War became 
a part of his past. 

Schneider says he never thought 
much about being a Korean War vet¬ 
eran - not for any particular reason, he 
had just the experience in the past and 
moved on. But two events brought his 
experience back to the forefront. 

The first event was the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attack on the United 
States. It was a wake up call for Sch¬ 
neider. He said the attacks renewed 
his love of country and created a de¬ 
sire to convince other Americans that 
we must work together to prevent war 
ever coming to our homeland. 

The second event was more per¬ 
sonal. Schneider’s daughter. Linda 
Simpson, a faculty member of East¬ 
ern Illinois University, introduced a 
Korean acquaintance, Gun Kim, to 
her father. Kim was fascinated with 
Schneider’s color slide collection 
documenting his 1952 Army stint 

Schneider's memories represent an 
important resource for South Korea's 
history. The two encouraged Sch¬ 
neider to simply write recollections 
about each of the photographs, and 
the project grew from there. 

Entering the Army 
After graduating high school 

and attending two years of college, 
a young A1 Schneider decided his 
interests lay elsewhere and joined his 
father on the family farm. The Korean 
War had started in 1950, but Sch¬ 
neider’s farming deferment exempted 
him from military service. His deci¬ 
sion not to renew the waiver was mo¬ 
tivated by seeing all his high school 
friends joining the Armed Forces. 

The two-week ocean crossing 
from San Francisco to the Far East 
vividly stands out in Schneider’s 
memory because of the miserable 
conditions on the ship. "We got 
on this huge ship,” said Schneider. 
“There were 7,000 troops and a crew 
of about 1,200. We were crammed in 
pretty good.” 

Rough seas the entire time kept 
the ship’s passengers in a constant state 
of sea sickness. He said with so many 
people vomiting everywhere on the 

ship, the vomit was never cleaned up 
and sloshed about as the ship rolled 
through the heavy seas. The conditions 
deteriorated further when the ship ran 
out of fresh water for the showers. 

The arrival in Inchon Harbor 
was completed with a World War II 
style beach landing. The ship’s draft 
was too deep for the shallow harbor, 
so the soldiers were ferried ashore by 
landing craft, that stopped a few yards 
from the beach. Soldiers waded onto 
Korean soil through knee-deep, ice- 
cold water. 

It was a tense situation because 
soldiers heard explosions and other 
weapons. Schneider said the green 
troops thought they were landing 
under fire. “We could hear the battle, 
but we learned later it was a long 
way off,” he said. 

Service in Korea with the 
Wolfhounds 

Schneider’s first assignment 
was with the 27th Infantry Regiment 
Wolfhounds. “I went into the infantry 
to start with.” said Schneider. “I fool¬ 
ishly shot well in basic.” He attributed 
his marksmanship to years of deer 
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hunting before joining the Army. 
The first day with the Wolf¬ 

hounds, Schneider was sent with a 
group of six men to find an enemy 
sniper - only four 
men came back. 
A second sniper 
patrol was more 
deadly with only 
two men returning. 

Schneider went 
to his commanding 
officer and volun¬ 
teered to hunt snip¬ 
ers alone. He was 
equipped with three 
special suits - dark 
camouflage, light 
camouflage and 
one that was white. 
The suits included 
matching covers for his M-l rifle. 

“When 1 was covered, only my 
eyes showed.” said Schneider. He 
equipped the M-l with a powerful 
scope sent to him by family friend 
Connie Foley, a conservation police 
officer for Edgar County. He also 
made his own hollow point bullets 
from standard 30-06 cartridges his 
parents smuggled to him in boxes 
of cookies. He preferred the hollow 
points to the steel jacketed ammuni¬ 
tion provided by the Army. Schneider 

estimates he went alone approxi¬ 
mately 13 times to hunt snipers. The 
job consisted of waiting in conceal¬ 
ment without movement for hours, 

often overnight, 
until he located 
the sniper’s posi¬ 
tion. He gener¬ 
ally emptied the 
M-l’s clip of 
eight rounds at 
the suspected tar¬ 
get, but he never 
went to check 
on the results, 
although other 
sniper hunters 
attempted to con¬ 
firm their kills. 

“All I wanted 
to do was make 

them stop shooting,” said Schneider. 
“If I scared them away, 1 was just as 
satisfied as with a kill.” It was danger¬ 
ous to confirm kills if a second sniper 
was in the area. 

Schneider recalled an instance 
when a bullet whizzed by his ear after 
eliminating two snipers. “I knew a 
third sniper could see me,” he said. 
He emptied another clip in the gen¬ 
eral area where the shot originated 
and waited until he judged it safe to 
slowly retreat from his position. 

Transfer to the Engineers 
Sniper hunting duty provided 

Schneider with a considerable 
amount of free time since he was not 
needed in the field on a daily basis. 
On one occasion between assign¬ 
ments, Schneider watched a crane 
operator loading trucks. 

A conversation with the opera¬ 
tor followed and the man admitted he 
wasn’t good at the job. Schneider ac¬ 
cepted an offer to try it. His experience 
with farm equipment made the task 
simple. A few days later, a sergeant 
with the engineers arrived at Wolf¬ 
hound headquarters and offered Sch¬ 
neider an immediate transfer. He was 
in the sergeant’s jeep in less than five 
minutes. “I probably wouldn’t be here 
if I hadn’t transferred to the engineers,” 
said Schneider. “The engineers were 
under fire but not like infantry.” 

He became a heavy equipment 
operator and spent the remainder of his 
tour building roads, bridges, bunkers 
and tank pits. The work had its own 
harrowing moments of traveling nar¬ 
row mountain roads with the crane 
truck and working under fire. 

One of the more narrow escapes 
came when the Chinese overran the 
lines. Schneider helped operate a quad 
50 on an armored half-track. The four 

Continued on page 16f 

Al Schneider is an 
E tier Star Cooperative 

member. An interesting fact 
is thatATs father was one of 
the founding fathers of our 
electric cooperative. Charles 

F. Schneider served on the 
co-op’s board of directors 

from March 1941 to 
February 1950. 
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50-caliber machine guns shooting 
as one unit held the enemy at bay all 
night until Sherman tanks arrived the 
next morning as reinforcement. 

Christmas, 1952 
Christmas day was a cold, gloomy 

day with snow that did not help the 
moods of the men. Before Christmas, 
Schneider’s mother had sent a huge 
box with a very small decorated tree, 
several small items of decorations, 
and about a bushel basket of cookies, 
crackers and different cheese spreads. 
The goods went over quite well with 
everyone, as always. Schneider had 
left the decorations on his cot. When 
he returned, I heard someone say the 
cookies were great, but he did not 
want that other junk, meaning the 
decorations, to remind them of Christ¬ 
mas. “I was very upset, so that eve¬ 
ning I threw all the decorations in the 
trash,” said Schneider. “The next eve¬ 
ning, I came into the tent and some¬ 
one had taken the decorations out of 
the trash, and it was all arranged on 
a little table.” Schneider said nobody 
said a word about it, and they ended 
up having a fairly happy day. 

Meeting Charlie 
While using a truck crane to un¬ 

load bunker lumber from rail cars just 
a few yards from the North Korean 
line, Schneider noticed a small boy 
moving about on the loaded cars. The 

South Koreans tried to talk to the boy 
but it became obvious he was North 
Korean. The boy was quite satisfied 
going back to the camp as if he had 
nowhere better to go. They named the 
quiet and subdued boy “Charlie” since 
they could not communicate with him. 
After several days, everyone real¬ 
ized they had never seen him smile or 
laugh. “I tried to teach him, but all he 
could do was make a weird face,” said 
Schneider. “It was a long while before 
he learned to smile or laugh and then I 
am not sure if he knew why he was do¬ 
ing it. If all of us started laughing about 
something, he would look at us like he 
thought we were a little crazy.” 

Putting It All Behind Him 
These are just a few highlights 

from Schneider’s memoir. He says 
writing the book helped him come to 
grips with some of the things that hap¬ 
pened in Korea. He hopes the memoir 
will keep Korea from becoming a 
forgotten war. If you are interested in 
reading more about Schneider’s time 
in Korea, visit your local library for a 
copy of the book. While most photo¬ 
graphs of that era are black and white, 
Schneider's book contains colored 
photos shot with his Retina IIA that he 
still keeps today along with other Ko¬ 
rean War memorabilia. 

Al met a sober and quiet North Korean boy named Charlie. It dawned 
on the men that Charlie never smiled or laughed. They tried to teach 
him and this photo was one of his efforts. He finally smiled, but Al 
doesn’t think Charlie knew why he was to smile. 
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Do You Remember When 
the Lights Came on? 

— EnerStar Electric Cooperative 1938-2008 — 

We would love to hear your “then” stories! 

It’s been nearly 70 years since the 

first lines were strung that would 

bring electricity to rural Edgar and Clark 

counties. Things were a lot different back 

then. We’d love to hear your story! 

* Here is how 
you can share., 

Use the back side of this paper 

to jot down your favorite stories 

about life before electricity. It can 

be anything but some things to think 

about might be... 

• What was your family s reactions 

to when the lights were flipped on? 

• What was the first appliance 

purchased? 

• What chores or struggles did 

electricity eliminate? 

• Did you see them string the line? 

The cooperative would also appreciate 

any early photos you may be able 

to provide to make copies. Contact 

EnerStar at 1-800-635-4145. 

Please turn page and complete 
form to share your stories. 
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My Story about Life Before Electricity 

Name:  

Where did you live:  

Age when lights came on: 

Tell us your story:  

I don’t remember the lights coming on but I know someone who would be good to interview. 

Name:  

Address:   

Telephone:   

Person submitting info:  

Tear out this sheet and return it to the coop by mail or 
return with your electric payment 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Co-op Connections® Program 
Proves being a member of an electric cooperative has advantages 

In July, EnerStar mem' 
bers received proof that 

x, being a member of an 
electric cooperative 
has its advantages. 

In conjunction with 
electric co-ops across Illinois and 

the nation, EnerStar is launching Co-op 
Connections to better serve its members. 
Co-op Connections is a free benefit pro¬ 
gram for all EnerStar members, offering 
discounts at participating local and na¬ 
tional businesses. 

With soaring prices, this program 
will work for your family and you! To 
learn more about the savings that you can 
receive, log-on to www.connections.coop, 
and browse the hundreds of national bene¬ 
fits that have been added. You can receive 
discounts from hotel chains such as: 
Sleep Inn, 
Baymont Inn &. Suites 
RodeWay Inn 
Days Inn 
Red Roof Inn 
Ramada Worldwide 
Quality Hotels 
LaQuinta Inn &. Suites 
Comfort Suites 
Best Western 
Super 8 Motel 
Wyndham Hotels and Resorts 
Travelodge and many more!! 

But that’s just the beginning! Receive 
discounts and incentives from the follow¬ 
ing home and automotive companies: 
American Standard Heating & Air Conditioning 
Meineke Car Care Center 
Hertz 
Goodyear 
Sprint 
XM Satellite Radio 
Sherwin Williams and many others! 

And, don’t forget discounts from 
other companies too - whether for Christ¬ 
mas shopping or vacation destinations 

we’ve got it! Check out discounts offered 
by these participating businesses: 
Barnes & Noble 
College Parents of America 
Cruises Inc. 
Costco Wholesale 
Discovery Store 
Magazines.com 
ProFlowers 
Omaha Steaks 
Six Flags 
Vermont Teddy Bear 
Thousand Trains Family Camping 
Vacations Direct.com 
KitchenAid.com 
Cherry Moon Farms 
Anna’s Gourmet Goodies 
Liz Claiborne and many more! 

Besides offering local and national 
discounts, Coop Connections also offers 
members 10 to 60 percent savings on most 
prescriptions. Participating pharmacies 
include national chains such as CVS, 
Walgreens, Kmart, Kroger, Wal-Mart and 
Sam’s Club. But there are many local 
pharmacies as well, including: 
Pearman Pharmacy, Paris 
Paris Clinic Pharmacy, Paris 
Medicine Shoppe, Marshall 
A.P <St S Pharmacy, Terre Haute 
Martinsville Pharmacy, Martinsville 
The Pharmacie Shoppe, Casey 

To find other pharmacies and to look 
up the discount prescription price, co-op 
members can visit www.rxpricequotes. 
com. To use your card, simply present your 
Co-op Connections card at a participat¬ 
ing pharmacy with your prescription and 
receive a discount at the time of purchase. 

Keep watching the EnerStar monthly 
magazine for more information about your 
member rewards program - Cooperative 
Connections! 

For a full list of discounts, check 
back often to tvww.enerstar.com 
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EnerStar Hosts Live Line Demo for 
Area Industries and Public Safety Personnel 
The safety of our members is 

important to EnerStar, so through¬ 
out the year, EnerStar does its part 
to promote consumer education 
about how electricity works and 
how to prevent electrical accidents. 
We consider it part of our responsi¬ 
bility to our communities to make 
sure people of all ages respect elec¬ 
tricity and know how to be careful 
around it. On Thursday, June 19, 
2008, EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
again hosted Kyle Finley’s Live Line 
Demo at the cooperative office. Ev¬ 
ery year, EnerStar offers the program 
to area fourth-graders. This year, the 
cooperative aimed its message to 
two distinct audiences. The first ses¬ 
sion was offered to area businesses 
and industries. The second session 
was geared to those who serve in 
the public safety sector such as fire, 
ambulance, and police. Those in 

Kyle Finley of Live Line Demo and an audience full of employees and volunteers 

in the public safety sector discuss electrical safety. 

attendance appreciated EnerStar the program become a regular part 
hosting the event and asked that of the training program. 

Enerstar Sponsors Youth to Washington 
Landen Crews of Marshall and 

Jacob Richardson of Kansas repre¬ 
sented EnerStar Electric Coopera¬ 
tive in Washington, D.C., during 
the annual “Youth to Washington” 
Tour, June 13-20. This event, spon¬ 
sored by the electric and telephone 
cooperatives of Illinois, began in the 
late 1950s to introduce rural youths 
to our democratic form of govern¬ 
ment and cooperatives. 

The students met with Con¬ 
gressman Tim Johnson and legisla¬ 
tive aid Bobby Frederick and were 
among 66 rural Illinois youth lead¬ 
ers selected for the trip. In addition 
to the Capitol, they also visited the 
White House, Arlington National 
Cemetery, the National Cathedral, 

the Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, the 
World War II Memorial, the new 
Newseum and a number of other 

historical sites. 
From left are Frederick, Rich 

ardson, Crews and Congressman 
Johnson. 

Mission statement 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity to its member-owners while 
upholding our values of integrity, accountability, and commitment to our community. 
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Area Youth Present 4H Electrical Projects 

Clark County 4H Results: 
Denise Wallace (left) is presented the 
award for Outstanding Electricity Exhibi¬ 
tor by EnerStar Board Member Danny 
Card Jr. Denise is the daughter of David 
and Darlena Wallace of Marshall and is a 
member of Clarksville Co-eds. 

Edgar County 4H Results: 
Pictured left to right are Grand Champion award winner Aaron 
Mood, son of Scott & Mindy Mood, and Reserve Champion Ali 
Brandenburg, daughter of Carianne Phegley and Tim Branden¬ 
burg. Aaron is a member of Stratton Junior Farmers and Ali is a 
member of Pine Grove Handy Helpers. EnerStar’s Tim Haddix 
served as the project judge. 

LABOR 
DAY 

EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
will be closed 

Monday, September 1, 2008. 

Have a safe Holiday! 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING September 2008 6 



Pumpkin Works 
“Salute to Rural Electrification” 
Rural electrification changed farm 
life dramatically! This year, Pump' 
kin Works will salute the efforts of 
the men and women in the 1930s 
who brought electricity to the coun¬ 
tryside and established our electric 
cooperative. For over 70 years, En- 
erStar Electric Cooperative has pro¬ 
vided electric service to rural east, 
central Illinois. 

In honor of that accomplish¬ 
ment, all three corn mazes at 
Pumpkin Works will feature Willie 
Wiredhand. Who is Willie Wired- 
hand? In 1951, Willie became the 
mascot for rural electric coopera¬ 
tives. He had a light-socket head, 
push button nose and an old-fash¬ 

ioned electrical plug for a body. 
Willie stood up for rural consumers 
in the face of the impossible. 

On a frigid February 9th night 
in 1938, A.E. Staley, the grandfa¬ 
ther of Pumpkin Works owner 
Paul Stanley, presided 
over a meeting at the 
Edgar County Farm Bu¬ 
reau. On that night, the 
250 people in attendance 
unanimously voted in fa¬ 
vor of establishing a rural 
electric cooperative. 

EnerStar invites you to 
visit Pumpkin Works to cel¬ 
ebrate rural electrification 
and check out Willie’s maze! 

www.pumpkinworks.com 
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EnerStar Day at 
Pumpkin Works 

Saturday Oct. 18, 2008 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

• Kids Electrical Safety info! 
• Tattoos! Balloons! 
• Register to win an iPod* Nano! 
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“Celebrity Sacker” at the Paris Kroger 

EnerStar’s own celeb¬ 
rity, Kelly McCrocklin, was 
the “Celebrity Sacker” at 
the Paris Kroger on August 
2, 2008. Kelly earned tips 
for her service that were do¬ 
nated to the Edgar County 
Relay for Life. Kelly is a 
Member Accounts Repre¬ 
sentative at EnerStar and 
better known as being the 
“girl at the front counter.” 

What We Were Talking About... 
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Throughout the year, as the co¬ 
operative celebrates our 70th an¬ 

niversary, we will take a look back at 
old cooperative magazine articles. 

March 1984 
24 years ago 

Quality of service has always been important 
at your electric cooperative. Back in September, 

1984, the cooperative’s newsletter included an 
article about such a topic. “It takes a lot of hard 
work to build and maintain Edgar (EnerStar) Elec- 
trie’s distribution systems. The distribution system 
consists of poles, wires, insulators, transformers, 
breakers, substations, and most important, trained 
and dedicated men (yes, it said that) who install 
and maintain this equipment.” What was true in 
the beginning remains true today ... you can count 
on your electric cooperative to maintain a high 
level of service and should Mother Nature get the 
best of it, you can count on your electric coopera¬ 
tive employees to work hard to quickly restore 
your power! 

www.icl.coop 



Summer Storms Continue to 
Keep EnerStar Crews Busy 

In last month’s magazine, 
we said it had been a busy sum¬ 
mer storm season at EnerStar. 
We thought maybe it would fi¬ 
nally calm down but once again, 
thunderstorms, lightning, and 
a possible tornado on July 22 
caused more havoc on the Ener- 
Star system. To deal with all of 
the widespread damage, outside 
crews were called in from Shelhy 
Electric Cooperative, based out 
of Shelbyville, Illinois, and Nor¬ 
ris Electric Cooperative, based 
out of Newton, Illinois. We 
appreciated our members’ under¬ 
standing and assistance during 
these extreme conditions. And 
as one member put it, “It makes 
you really appreciate the elec¬ 
tricity when it comes back on!” 

Live Line Demo at Casey Popcorn Festival 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative, in conjunc¬ 

tion with Coles Moultrie Electric Cooperative, 
Norris Electric Cooperative, City of Casey Utili¬ 
ties and Ameren, will present Kyle Finley’s Live 
Line Demo at 2 p.m., 4 p.m., 5p.m., 7 p.m., on 
August 30, 2008. The program’s display contains 
7,200 volts of electricity and is constructed with 
the same materials used by EnerStar. With the 
use of props such as a fake squirrel, a hot dog and 
a balloon, Finley’s message is an exciting and 
educational way of learning about electric safety. 

Hope to see you there! 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris. Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Labor Safely on Labor Day 
Late summer and early fall of¬ 

ten finds many of us working 
outdoors before the weather turns 
cooler, hut these outdoor chores 
require caution, especially around 
electricity. Faulty extension cords 
are a common source of injury, as 
are metal ladders coming into con¬ 
tact with overhead power lines. 

A few safety tips to follow when 
working outside: 

Extension cords and power tools: 
• Check power tools and electrical 

cords to make sure they are in 
good repair, and only use power 
tools outside that are designed for 
outdoor use. 

• Extension cords should also he 
designed for outdoor use. They 
are thicker, more durable, and 
have features for preventing 
moisture damage. 

• Use three-wire extension cords 
with three-pronged plugs. 

• Check the amperage rating of the 
extension cord to make sure it’s 
large enough to meet the power 
demand of the tool. 

• Do not plug one extension cord 
into another. Use the proper 
length for the job. 

• Unplug extension cords when 
you are finished using them. Nev¬ 
er leave an open extension cord 
plugged into an outlet. 

Ladders: 
• Use fiberglass or wooden ladders 

when working around overhead 

wires or other electrical sources. 
Metal ladders conduct electric¬ 
ity and can kill anyone who is 
touching the ladder if it comes 
into contact with electricity. 

• If you must use a metal ladder, 
carefully check the location of 
all overhead power lines to avoid 
contacting the wire or touch¬ 
ing the ladder to something that 
touches the electrical source, 
such as a tree branch. 

• Lower a ladder before carrying or 
moving it. 

• Never work on a windy day, as a 
gust of wind could shift a ladder 
into an overhead power line. 

• When placing a ladder on the 
ground, make sure the distance to 
the nearest overhead power line 
is at least twice the length of the 
ladder. 

• Make sure to place a ladder on 
solid level ground to prevent 
sliding. 

Sources: Consumer Product Safety Commission, www.cpsc.gov 

Because of our dedicated 
comes on when you 

personnel, a light 
flip a switch. 
Look around your community. You may 

have ball field lights because your lo¬ 
cal cooperative installed them. Maybe an 
electrical safety presentation was presented 
by your local electric cooperative. Or, your 
local electric cooperative donated Discovery 
Channel Get Charged! Kits to the middle 
schools. Why? Because we’re your Touch¬ 
stone Energy cooperative, and we’re looking 
out for you. 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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EnerStar’s Angela Griffin (left) and Julie Bounds, President of the Clark County Devel¬ 
opment Corporation visit to discuss the group's website. The CCEDC is organized to 
operate exclusively for charitable and educational purposes to promote community and 
economic development in Clark County. 

ood news for Clark County as 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative has 

awarded the Clark County Economic 
Development Corporation (CCEDC) a 
$2,000 operational grant. Throughout the 
next year, the CCEDC will be expanding 
Clark County’s website and revamping 
the “Networking Breakfast” series. 

The Clark County organization 
dedicated to economic development 
identified the Internet as one of the most 
important marketing tools in today’s 
economy. Due to the importance of the 
Internet in today’s business climate, the 
CCEDC Board of Directors made their 
website (www.clarkcountyil.org) one of 
their top priorities in 2008. The CCEDC 
plans to include a detailed section on 

business recruitment and retention. This 
section will be designed to be printer- 
friendly allowing site consultants and 
other companies interested in Clark 
County to access the county’s informa¬ 
tion quickly and efficiently. 

“We must have a website that is 
full of the right information to educate 
people about the communities and 
economic development opportunities 
in Clark County. Illinois,” states Tif¬ 
fany Macke, Program Manager for the 
Clark County Economic Development 
Corporation. Macke and Julie Bounds, 
Economic Development Director for 
the City of Marshall, along with other 
members of the organization, spear¬ 
headed the grant application. 

continued on page 16c 
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Our Energy - Our Future 
It's a great time to review what guides our cooperative. 

Our Energy, Our Future 
A Dialogue With America 

Next month, the American 
people will take to the polls 

to choose the next President of the 
United States, members of Congress, 
and in many cases, state legisla¬ 
tors and local officials. As electric 
cooperatives strive to meet our pres¬ 
ent and future energy needs, we are 
asking lawmakers of all stripes what 
they’ll do to ensure that consumers 
continue to enjoy safe, reliable, and 
affordable electric power. 

Today, many policymakers and 
elected officials believe renewable 
energy like wind, solar, and biomass 
(tree trimmings, farm byproducts, ani¬ 
mal waste, and landfill gas) provide 
the solution to addressing climate 
change and establishing energy inde¬ 

pendence. But to keep the lights on 
and electric rates affordable, electric 
cooperatives will need to make use 
of all available generation resources, 
including renewables, nuclear power, 
and fossil fuels like coal and natural 
gas that use the latest environmental 
technology. 

Our nation's electric system, 
commonly referred to as the “grid,” 
relies on a network of power plants, 
transmission lines, and distribution fa¬ 
cilities woven together in an intricate 
web to provide us with electricity. 
When a piece of this puzzle doesn't 
fit or goes missing, brownouts and 
blackouts can occur - as many folks 
in the Northeast remember from Au¬ 
gust 2003, or those in the West recall 

twice during the summer of 1996. 
Over the next 22 years, demand for 
electricity is predicted to increase 30 
percent, and our country has used up 
the excess power capacity it once had 
available. That means we will need to 
build new power plants, all at a time 
when costs for construction materials 
such as steel, copper, and concrete, 
and fossil fuels like natural gas and 
coal are skyrocketing. The challenges 
we face are immense. 

As a result, electric cooperatives 
are urging lawmakers to invest in 
technology that will allow us to help 
all households become more energy 
efficient, fast-track plans for building 
new transmission lines - connect¬ 
ing rural regions where renewable 
electricity is generated to the popula¬ 
tion centers where it’s consumed, cut 
through the red tape that prevents con¬ 
struction of new nuclear power plants 
(which emit only clean water vapor), 
and capture and permanently store 
carbon from coal-fired power plants 
(as a way to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions blamed for contributing to 
global climate change). 

3 Mission statement 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative exists to reliably distribute affordable 
electricity to its member-owners while upholding our values of 
integrity, accountability, and commitment to our community. 
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Experts say that our nation’s growing 
electricity needs will soon go well beyond 

what renewables, conservation and efficiency 
can provide; What is your plan to make sure 

we have the electricity we’ll need in the future? 

What are you doing to fully fund the 
research required to make emissions free 

electric plants an affordable reality? 

Balancing electricity needs and environmental 
goals will be difficult. How much is all this 

going to increase my electric bill and 
what will you do to make it affordable? 

Start the conversation with your elected officials now @ www.ourenergy.coop 

These steps will not only 
strengthen our nation's electric infra¬ 
structure and head off an impending 
electric power crisis, but significantly 
lower greenhouse gas emissions. Even 
better, they will help ensure that any 
climate change goals ultimately ad¬ 
opted remain politically and economi¬ 
cally sustainable over the decades 
necessary to make a difference. 

Now’s the time to make your 
voice heard. In addition to cast¬ 
ing your vote on November 4, you 
can also help educate and inform 
lawmakers about these concerns. 
Electric cooperatives are currently 
engaged in a grassroots campaign 
called “Our Energy, Our Future: A 
Dialogue With America.” Nearly 
400,000 letters and e-mails have al¬ 
ready been sent to Congress by your 
fellow consumers from all across 
the United States, each asking criti¬ 
cal energy questions. To join the ef¬ 
fort, visit www.ourenergy.coop. 

In partnership with the federal 
government, electric cooperatives met 
the greatest engineering challenge of 
the 20th century - spreading the ben¬ 
efits of electric power to the most re¬ 
mote comers of our nation. The time 
has come once again for Congress to 
step up to the plate and make certain 
we continue to enjoy the electric ser¬ 
vice we’ve come to expect at a price 
we can afford. 

At the 2008 Annual Meeting, 
EnerStar members learned 

about this program and were en¬ 
couraged to complete the cards to 
send to legislators and have their 
voices heard. All co-op members 
can visit the “ourenergy.coop” 
website and enter your name and 

address and send Congress your 
questions, beginning with “What 
are you doing to make sure we’ll 
have the power we need in the fu¬ 
ture?” For those members without 
access to the Internet, call the En¬ 
erStar office to have the materials 
sent to your home so you can send a 

message, too. 
Thanks to cooperative grass¬ 

roots efforts through the Our En¬ 
ergy, Our Future campaign, over 
395,000 messages have been sent 
to legislators asking what they are 
doing to keep the light on. The dia¬ 
logue has begun. 

EnerStar Awards $2000 Grant continued from page 16a 

The CCEDC also plans to ex¬ 
pand their quarterly Networking 
Breakfast series. The Breakfast 
series features speakers from local, 
regional and state organizations and 
companies. In 2008, the CCEDC will 
be inviting entrepreneurship experts 
to talk with community residents 
interested in starting new businesses 
in Clark County. The series also pro¬ 

vides the opportunity for profession¬ 
als within Clark County to exchange 
ideas with other local businesses. 

“Both of these projects require 
investment to be done right,” Angela 
Griffin. Manager of Member Ser¬ 
vices for EnerStar explains, “and we 
wanted to make sure they had the 
funds necessary to complete both 
of these projects.” 

Grant funds were provided 
through economic development 
initiatives at Wabash Valley Power 
Association. WVPA is a generation 
and transmission cooperative based 
in Indianapolis that provides whole¬ 
sale electricity to 28 distribution 
systems, including EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • October 2008 C 



6^- 

^^^^fr^TatPumpkin Works 
EnerStar Ua> a , 

Visit Willie Wredhand sCorn 

Saturday Oct. 18,2 
11 a.m. - 4 P-m- 

. Kids Electrical Safety info! f K d , R„iinnm! Coloring BOOKS. .Tattoos' Balloons Nflno/ 

• Register to win an 

; | 

5 - 3327 
inworks.com 

■
1 

Do You 
Remember 

When 
the Lights 
Came on? 

It’s been nearly 70 years since 
the first lines were strung that 

would bring electricity to rural 
Edgar and Clark counties. Things 
were a lot different back then. 
We’d love to hear your story! 

The cooperative would also 
appreciate any early photos you 
may be able to provide to make 
copies. Contact EnerStar at 1-800- 
635-4145. 

October is National 
Cooperative Month 

Each October, cooperatives 
all across America celebrate 

the role, accomplishments and 
contributions of our nation’s co¬ 
operatives. Observing National 
Co-op Month gives electric co¬ 
ops yet another reason to tell our 
members that they are part of 
something special. 

At a time of increasing na¬ 
tional concern about the economy, 
especially rising energy costs, 
we also must communicate the 
cooperative difference to decision 
makers at all levels whose actions 
affect our members and the com¬ 
munities in which they live and 
work. The cooperative difference 

cop P 
defines who we are and what we 
can achieve: looking out for our 
members’ best interests. 

For more information about 
National Cooperative Month, visit 
http://www.coopmonth.coop. This 
year’s content includes the updated 
“A Day in the Life” publication 
with new intriguing cooperative 
member scenarios, as well as other 
great tools to help educate consum¬ 
ers as to the impact cooperatives 
have in their everyday lives. 

6 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Classroom in the Sky 
Learning can take place in many 

different venues. Some people 
learn better in a classroom, while oth¬ 
ers learn by getting their hands on the 
work. The job of an EnerStar lineman 
is not easy. It requires focus, concen¬ 
tration, and a lot of hands-on learning. 

During the monthly safety meet¬ 
ing held in July, the Safety Depart¬ 
ment of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives conducted its 
annual “Pole Top Rescue” training at 
EnerStar. Co-op line crews reviewed 
how to safely rescue an injured work¬ 
er from the top of an electrical pole. 

This learning is somewhat like a 
“classroom in the sky.” Each EnerStar 
lineman takes his tum putting on his 
climbing gear, climbing up the pole, 
and safely securing a rope around 
“Tuff-Kelly,” a life-size mannequin 
designed especially for pole top res¬ 
cue training. The lineman then must 
carefully lower the mannequin to the 
ground, descend back down the pole, 
and prepare to offer the appropriate 
first aid if needed. All this is to be 
done in four minutes or less to give 
quick care to a victim, should a rescue 
situation arise. 

Like CPR, this is one of those 
training topics we hope our line crews 
never have to use, but should a situa- 

Joumeyman Lineman Dana Young demonstrates pole top rescue training. 

tion ever present itself, the time spent 
training and reviewing pole top res¬ 

cues will be time well spent. 

TV Converter Box Coupon Program 
You might have already heard 

about it but just in case you 
haven’t on midnight, February 17, 
2009, television viewing in America 
is scheduled to change. All full-power 
television stations in the United States 
are converting their broadcasting from 
analogue to 100 percent digital. This 
will result in better clarity of viewing 
and more programming options for 
the public. 

Individual households will be 
required to have a conversion box if 
their television sets are not controlled 
through cable, satellite or fiber optics. 
From now until March 2009, consum¬ 
ers will be able to apply for up to two 

$40 coupons per household provided 
by the U.S. Government. The con¬ 
verter box is a one time purchase and 
prices are expected to range between 
$50 and $70 without the coupon. 
Coupons expire within 90 days of 
the date they are mailed out to con¬ 
sumers. Local retailers will carry the 
boxes for purchase. 

For complete information here 
is a list of websites to visit: 

For coupon applications please 
visit: www.dtv2009.gov 

For information on where to 
purchase converter boxes, please 
visit: www.ntiadtv.gov 

For information on how to 
install a converter box, please 
visit: www.DigitalTips.org 

To learn more about options 
please visit: www.DTVTransi- 
tion.org 
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What in the World Is Willie Doing Now? 
Willie Wiredhand has been a cele¬ 
brated official mascot of our nation’s 
electric cooperatives for more than 50 
years. Willie was the true embodiment 
of cooperative spunk, willing to stand 
up for rural consumers in the face of 
the impossible. As part of EnerStar’s 
70th anniversary, we are looking back 
at Willie through the years. 

What in the world is Willie do¬ 
ing? Well. Willie has been out 

working on the farm all day and he just 
came in for a shower! And of course, 
that hot water comes from his high- 
efficient electric water heater! Willie 
loves all the modem conveniences pro¬ 
vided by reliable electricity! 

Back in the day, Willie often pro¬ 
moted electric water heaters but he is 
even happier to do so nowadays since 
today’s electric water heaters are safe 
and energy efficient. 

While many design features 
affect energy efficiency, two are 
particularly important. First, electric 

water heaters typically use two heat¬ 
ing elements to heat water. One near 
the top of the tank keeps water at the 
desired temperature, while one near 
the bottom turns on when hot water is 
being drawn out and the tank is being 
refilled, so the water always receives 
just the right amount of heat. Second, 
because both elements are in the wa¬ 
ter. all of the heat energy goes directly 
into the water. Gas water heaters use 
combustion to heat an uninsulated flue 
(tube) that runs through the center of 
the tank and vents outside the home. 
That flue heats the water, but also al¬ 
lows combustion gases and some of 
the heat to escape through the vent. 

From the basement to the ga¬ 
rage. you'll find reliable electric wa¬ 
ter heaters in more homes than ever, 
providing consistent service without 
so much as a second thought from 
the people who have installed them. 
They’re clean and efficient. They're 
affordable to buy and operate, and 
they’re as good for the environment 
as they are for your family! 

As our electric cooperative is cel¬ 
ebrating 70 years of service, it is 

an appropriate time to show this photo! 
This is a good example of an original 
pole set sometime before 1939! It is 
located south of the town of Vermillion 
in Edgar County. It’s still going strong 
because they just don’t make them like 
they used to! One of the duties of long- 
ago cooperative employee Maurice 
Anderson (son-in-law of O.J. Bandy, 
an early coop director and manager) 
was to stamp poles with the "REA Co¬ 
op” and the map location. The map 
locations were used by the outside 
contractors hired to build the electrical 
system and were not used by the co-op 
for long. Member names were used as 
map locations before the cooperative 
adopted a standardized mapping system 
that is still in use today. For those new 
to the cooperative, REA stood for Rural 
Electrification Administration, the gov¬ 
ernmental organization bom out of the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt administration 
that loaned funds to local co-op boards 
to finance the construction of the elec¬ 
tric lines. Electric cooperatives were 
often simply referred to as the "REA.” 
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Avoid Electrical Hazards at Halloween 

Keep Your Refrigerator from Using 
More Power Than Necessary 

The decorative lights, fog 
machines, black lights, and 

animatronics of Halloween make 
for adventurous, entertaining times 
for children and adults. With these 
decorations, though, the risk of fire or 
electrocution could be lurking around 
the corner. It is important to check for 
electrical hazards before accidents 
happen. Use the following tips to keep 
electrical hazards from haunting you 
this Halloween: 

• Inspect electrical decorations. 
Look for cracked or frayed sock¬ 
ets, loose or bare wires, and loose 
connections. 

• Read manufacturer’s instructions 
regarding installation and mainte¬ 
nance. Check the instructions to 
see how many light strings can be 
connected together. 

• Always unplug light strings before 
replacing any bulbs. 

• Fasten outdoor lights securely 
to trees, walls or other firm sup¬ 

ports. Do not use nails or tacks 
that could puncture light strings or 
electrical/extension cords. 
Provide well-lit walkways and 
porch lighting for trick-or-treaters. 
Make sure the walkways are clear 
for trick-or-treaters. 
Don’t overload extension cords or 
place them near, or in, snow 
or water. 
Make sure electrical decorations 
are approved by a nationally rec¬ 
ognized certification organization 
like “UL” (Underwriters Labora¬ 
tory) and marked for outdoor use 
if you are using them out¬ 
side. Many Halloween 
toys have been re¬ 
called in the past 
by the CPSC 
(Consumer 
Product Safety 
Commission). 
Do not over¬ 
load your 

circuit breakers or fuses. 
• Plug lights and decorations into 

circuits protected by ground fault 
circuit interrupters (GFCIs). Por¬ 
table outdoor GFCIs can be pur¬ 
chased where electrical supplies 
are sold. 

• Make sure decorative lighting is 
well-ventilated, protected from 
weather and a safe distance from 
anything flammable like dry leaves 
and shrubs. Do not coil power 
cords or extension cords while in 
use or tuck under rugs or drapes. 

• Turn out all lights and decorations 
before leaving or going to bed. 

Always have at least one fire 
extinguisher available and 

know how to use it. 

Your refrigerator runs often, which means it’s the 
biggest energy user in your kitchen. If you have a 

really old unit, it will use even more energy. Check out 
these steps to keep your refrigerator running at its best. 

1. Check the temperature. Your freezer should be 
between 0 and 5 degrees. Your fridge should be 
between 35 and 38 degrees. Use an appliance or 
outdoor thermometer to check the temperature. 

2. Keep it full. A fridge or freezer with empty spaces 
loses the temperature more quickly, making the 
compressor run more often. 

3. Clean it once a year. Not the inside—the outside. The 
condenser coils on the back of or underneath your 
fridge can get pretty dirty. Unplug the unit and then 
vacuum them. 

4. Don’t smother it. Find another place for storage; 
leave the top and sides free for ventilation. 

5. Close the door. Keep the door closed and make sure 
it’s tightly sealed. Just give it a little extra nudge each 
time to be sure. 

6. Keep foods sealed. Put cooled foods in labeled plastic 
containers with lids. Evaporating moisture or hot 
foods make the compressor run more.B 

Sources: Home Safety 
Council www.homesafe- 
tycouncil.org; Electrical 
Safety Foundation Inter¬ 
national www.electrical- 

safety.org 
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Energy Efficiency Behind the Wheel 
At the time this article is being 

written, gasoline prices are 
softening a bit. But as consumers 
still reach deeper into their wallets, 
buying an electric-gasoline hybrid 
vehicle, like a Toyota Prius or a Ford 
Escape SUV, has become a new 
craze. But if buying a more fuel- 
efficient hybrid to reduce your “pain 
at the pump” (and carbon footprint) 
isn’t in your budget, here are some 
steps that can trim gas consumption 
and improve vehicle mileage: 

Observe the Speed Limit - 
While each vehicle reaches its optimal 
fuel economy at a different speed (or 
range of speeds), gas mileage usually 
decreases rapidly at speeds above 60 
mph. Each 5 mph you drive over 60 
mph, in fact, becomes the equivalent 
of spending an extra 30 cents per gal¬ 
lon for gas. 

Remove Excess Weight - Avoid 
keeping unnecessary items in your ve¬ 
hicle, especially heavy ones. An extra 
100 pounds in your vehicle could re¬ 
duce your miles per gallon by up to 2 
percent. The reduction is based on the 
percentage of extra weight relative to 

the vehicle’s weight and affects small¬ 
er vehicles more than larger ones. 

Avoid Excessive Idling - Cars 
with larger engines typically waste 
more gas at idle than cars with small¬ 
er engines. 

Use Cruise Control - Using 
cruise control on the highway helps 
you maintain a constant speed and, in 
most cases, will save gas. 

Use Overdrive Gears - When 
you use overdrive gearing, your car’s 

engine speed goes down. This saves 
gas and reduces engine wear. 

Drive Sensibly - Aggressive 
driving (speeding, rapid acceleration, 
and braking) wastes gasoline. It can 
lower your gas mileage by 33 percent 
at highway speeds and by 5 percent 
around town. In addition, sensible 
driving makes things safer for you 
and others. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy and 
www.fueleconoiny.gov 

At your electric cooperative, we help families like this superhero's find solutions to save energy and money. Solutions like the energy-efficient 

washer and dryer that keep his cape clean while using less water and electricity. Watch this magazine for ways to save money on your bills. 

ECStar. 
Your Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

An electric cooperative that helps his family defeat high energy prices 

He has 
The power to changt 

Parents who let him 

A belief that good al 
conquers evil 
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Rural Electrification in Edgar 
County, Illinois 

Notes from O. Clif Winans Rural Electrification in 
Edgar County... 16a-16d 

Low Income Energy Assis¬ 

tance Available  16e 

Take Advantage of 
“Trade-A-Tree” 16f 

Seven Scholarships 

Available 16f 

What We Were 

Talking About 16g 

Use Your Space 

Heater Safely 16h 

During a recent visit to the Edgar 
County Historical Society to 

research our electric cooperative’s 70- 
year history, a volunteer brought to 
our attention the written notes of O. 
Clif Winans. Mr. Winans was an early 
pioneer of what was then known as 
Edgar Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion (EECA) and served on the board 
of directors from 1938 to 1940. We 
thought it was an interesting piece 
of cooperative history and wanted to 
share it with our readers. We have 
taking excerpts from his notes detail¬ 
ing the hard work and dedication 
necessary to establish an electric co¬ 
operative in the 1930s. 

Humble Beginnings 
There was a growing desire for 

electrical service by the farmers in 
Edgar County, Illinois in the 1930’s. 
It was enhanced by the creation of 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion (REA) on May 11, 1935. Several 
meetings were held at the local Farm 
Bureau in 1936 and 1937. The interest 
varied from enthusiastic to nil, even a 
few antagonistic. 

At the meeting on January 17, 
1939 it was decided to call a county 
wide meeting, in order to get the real 
pulse of the rural people on the propo¬ 
sition. About 250 people from all parts 
of the county attended the meeting in 
the auditorium of Paris High School 

the night of February 9, 1938. Mr. 
Ernest Collins, an REA representative, 
was the main speaker at this meeting. 
Some discussion followed his talk, 
after which a motion was made, and 
seconded, that the group organize an 
electric cooperative. The rising vote 
proved to unanimously in favor. 
The county was subsequently divided 
into seven districts. An election of 
the Board of Directors was held with 
the following results: O. Clif Winans, 
of Shiloh and Young America Town¬ 
ships; Walter Little, of Ross, Prairie, 
and Brouilletts Creek; Bemie Curtis, 
of Edgar and Paris; Clayton Perisho, 
of Buck and Embarras; John O. Hon- 
nold, of Kansas and Grandview; O. 
J. Bandy, of Symmes and Elbridge; 
B.M. Huffman of Hunter and Strat¬ 
ton. All were farmers. O.J. Bandy was 
at the time, also the manager of the 
Farm Bureau Chicken hatchery, but, 
henceforth, his assistant manager of 
the Hatchery did most of the work at 
that business. 

In a short time something appeared 
to have gone wrong. The channels 
of communication with the REA in 
Washington, D.C. seemed frozen to 
the dismay of the Board, no progress 
was being made. A hurried meeting of 
a part of the Board, with Mr. Collins 
of REA, held in a hotel room in Terre 
Haute on a Sunday in mid-March, re- 

Continued on page 16b 
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Mr Johnson and Cliff Winans remembering the good old days as they’ look at the Cooperative’s history. Photo reprinted 
from 1967 cooperative magazine. 

Continued from page 16a 
vealed that politics had been inject¬ 
ed into the project. It was learned 
that a local “one-horse" lawyer, who 
evidently wanted the job of attorney 
for the project, had complained to 
Washington that the local Board 
was predominantly Republican and 
had employed a Republican Attor¬ 
ney. (The REA had been originated 
during the national Democratic 
Administration at Washington, but 
the operation was supposed to be 
non-political.) The Board had given 
absolutely no thought to its political 
complexion, and it was doubtful if 
anyone of them could have identi¬ 
fied the politics of the other mem¬ 
bers of the Board. 

The Co-op Becomes a Reality 
O.J. Bandy, Bernie Curtis, and 

O. Clif Winans signed the first three 
applications for membership in 
Edgar Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion (EECA -now EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative) on March 25, 1938. A 
certificate of incorporation, under 
the Illinois not-for-profit act, was 
granted on April 20, 1938. The incor¬ 
porators were the seven men elected 
Directors on February 9, 1938. 

During the ensuing weeks and 
months memberships were signed 

up, agreeing to use electricity at a 
monthly minimum cost of $3.50. A 
map of 255 miles, with 593 signed 
customers, was sent to REA on July 
6, 1938, with an application for a 
loan to build and start operation. 

Early REA Loans 
and Construction 
Eight bids for construction of 255 
miles of line, serving 593 mem¬ 
bers, were opened on October 19, 
1938. Miller Baxter Company, of 
Indianapolis, bid was $184,760.34, 
using copper conductors. A.S. 
Schulman Company, of Chicago, 
bid was $178,208.92, for aluminum 
conductors. The Board of Directors 
preferred copper conductors, and 
selected the Miller Baxter Com¬ 
pany bid. The REA refused to O.K. 
the selection as the A.S. Schulman 
Company bid was lower. Mr. Curtis, 
the President, was very adamant, 
and remarked that he “would as 
soon have baling wire for a conduc¬ 
tor as aluminum.” The issue was 
argued at some length and a couple 
more months were lost. 

electrification. Many thought of 
electricity only as a source of lights, 
and they thought a $5.00 member¬ 
ship fee and a minimum monthly 
charge of $3.50 would buy a lot of 
kerosene at the prevailing price at 
that time. They often did not con¬ 
sider the thought of other available 
uses of electricity. A few farmers 
owned individual 32 volt electrical 
plants, which seldom, if ever, pro¬ 
vided other service than lights. 

O. Clif recalls a conversation 
with one such owner, who said the 
$3.50 monthly minimum was too 
high compared to the cost of his 
Delco Plant. When asked the cost 
of operating his plant, he quoted 
only the few cents of fuel used 
to charge the batteries every few 
weeks. When asked about depre¬ 
ciation, he replied, “Oh, we don't 
count that.” But he agreed that the 
approximately 20 year old plant had 
had an engine replacement and a 
set of batteries and was nearing the 
need of new batteries again. Some 
days later, after consideration, he 
anxiously signed a membership. 

Meeting with Future Members 
At that time there were still 

some who had to be convinced of 
the need and desirability of rural 

Not Everyone Wanted Electricity 
There were other resisters, but 

in the course of time most of them 
came around, and in fact, some got 
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into an awful hurry. Then there were 
a few rented farms, whose landlords 
refused to wire the buildings. How¬ 
ever, many of such landlords came 
around to wiring in a few years. 

Before a line was built on any 
property, a legal Right-of-Way 
easement had to be obtained. This, 
in many instances, was more dif¬ 
ficult than acquiring memberships. 
Of course, the property owner who 
wanted electricity had to give Right- 
of-Way to get the line to his build¬ 
ings. Many farms had no buildings 
or were occupied by non-members 
of the Coop. Some owners of such 
lands sometimes refused to grant 
Right-Of-Way easements, which 
hindered and sometimes prevented 
another farmer from receiving 
electric service. There were some 
cases of Right-Of-Way that required 
considerable persuasion, and a few 
were never acquired. 

A lady, who owned a farm but 
did not live on it, had declined to 
give Right-of-Way that was going 
to seriously impede the construc¬ 
tion. She had been informed that 
her act of refusal would hinder 
electric service reaching several 
people neighboring her farm. On 
Clif’s subsequent visit she re¬ 
marked, “those people out there are 
not going to like me very well if I 
keep them from getting electricity, 
are they?’ He answered he that he 
thought perhaps they would not. 
She signed the easement. 

Another case was a lady living 
in a distant town, who replied, “I 
have electricity here in town and 
I don’t care whether or not those 
people out there have electricity.” 
Clif’s memory is not quite clear on 
this case, but he believes that, on a 
subsequent visit, she had mellowed 
a bit and acquiesced to the construc¬ 
tion. Probably some of the people 
living on those neighboring farms 
had “worked” on her! 

These two ladies were widows 
and no co-signers were required on 
the easements. 

The third was a bare twenty acre 
field owned by the wife of a Day¬ 

Delco - Light Products 
w. w. HOLLEY PARIS, ILL. 

Delco-Light furnishes 
i Electricity for Everybody— 
; Everywhere 

Duro-Pumps give Automatic 
Water Pressure 

Operate your Cream Separa¬ 
tor, Washing Machine, 
Churn and other acces¬ 
sories by electricity. 

WIRING, FIXTURES and 
ACCESSORIES 

An advertisement from a 1917 Prairie Farmer Directory of Edgar County: 

By 1930, 90 percent of urban America had the benefit of electricity but only 

10 percent of rural America had been electrified. The older generation recalls 

growing up on the farm and hearing the hum of the “Delco” as they called it. 

The generator would run a few hours a day and store electricity in the batteries 

for use as needed. There were some 100 different models built over the years 

but the 850'watt, 32 volt DC unit accounted for 75 percent of the production. 

Being a unique 32-volt system, DELCO also sold the appliances to go with 

the light plants. DELCO built light plants for the war effort during World War 

11 and continued production after the war but Congress’ passage of President 

Roosevelt’s Rural Electrification Act in 1936 finally brought electricity to most 

rural areas and in 1947 production of the Delco-Light unit ceased. 

ton, Ohio man who called himself 
the Judge. Clif had known the lady 
some thirty five years or so previ¬ 
ously. In fact, Clifford had attended 
her wedding in Paris when he was a 

school boy. He was also acquainted 
with the lady’s aunt, who lived 
about half a mile up the road from 
the twenty acres. He called the aunt, 
told her his business and asked from 

Continued on page 16d 
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Continued from page 16c 
Marie’s address, so that an easement 
could be mailed to her, with request 
for her signature. The aunt replied 
that “she is here now” and called 
her. When the request was explained 
to her she was very agreeable, 
and when told that her husband’s 
signature was also replied that he 
was also there. O. Clif thought by 
this time, that things were stacking 
up very nicely. HE was conducted 
through a door and found the Judge, 
a fat man seated at the table, de¬ 
vouring fried chicken like a starved 
sailor. The Judge continued to ap¬ 
pease his voracious appetite, while 
the Easement was explained to him. 
With ought missing a bite, he an¬ 
swered that he required a payment 
of $ 1.00 per pole per year. He was 
told that R.E.A. required the Right- 
of-Way to be donated and would not 
permit any money to be used to buy 
Right-Of-Way. The Judge continued 
to demand $ 1 per pole per year. It 
would not have required over two 
poles on this property, and might 
have been possible, by “stretching” 
a couple of spans a little, to have 
crossed the land with one pole. 

A few days later, the other Right- 
Of-Way man, armed with an Engi¬ 
neer and an uncle of the landlady, 
who was a prominent physician in 
Paris, called on the Judge. They 
got the same answer of a dollar per 
pole per year. There was a small vil¬ 
lage about a half mile up the road, 
and several places beyond that, that 
wanted electricity, and this was the 
only practical way to reach them. 
The owners of the land across the 
road were disgusted that the Judge 
was blocking the line, and they of¬ 
fered Right-of-Way through their 
field. The line was built one mile 
through one or more farms, quite a 
distance from the road, and “out of 
the way.” 
Also, a President of a School Board 
refused to sign the application for 
Membership for a school house. 

remarking the he went to school 
without electric lights and that chil¬ 
dren could still do so. The other two 
members of the school board signed, 
and the school house received ser¬ 
vice and the children had lights. 

Accidental Death During Line 
Construction 

There was a fatal accident during 
line construction about three miles 
northeast of Brocton, on October 2, 
1950. It was a workman of the Mill¬ 
er Construction Company, working 
on a line conversion project. Winans 
was at a farm a mile east and a mile 
north of the accident when told of 
it by a man looking for the boss. 
Winans drove to the scene of the 
accident, then to Brocton, ordered 
an ambulance, and tried to get a 
doctor, but one was not in his of- 

j fice and the other refused to go. Clif 
returned to the scene of the accident 
where the injured man was being 
given artificial respiration. Someone 
suggested the resuscitator which the 
city of Paris had recently acquired. 
Clif immediately drove to the I.N. 
Cooley residence and telephoned 
Paris. A Sheriff car. Cook and Ward 
Mortuary ambulance. Dr. Fleenor, 
and the Resuscitator arrived and the 
machine was used on the man for 
some time but with no success. The 
doctor pronounced the man dead 
about an hour and a half after the 
accident had happened. 

The workers had been setting 
poles on a line conversion project. 
The old line was “hot.” The method 
in use was for men to dig on the 
field side of the pole by hand with 
shovels, and then push the pole to 
lean to the field with the truck in the 
road, then dig the hole with power 
digger and put a pole into it. The 
Boss said he had given the crew two 
shovels and told them to work on 
the line, expecting them to operate 
as usual. But they found a gap in 
the fence, drove the truck through 
it into a field of uncut beans, dug 

the hole on the field side of the old 
pole with a digger, hitched a cable 
to the pole, and leaned it toward the 
field. On a second pole, either the 
unhooked cable or the digger boom 
got in contact with the hot wire and 
electrocuted the operator. 

Turning on the Power 
On the morning of July 22, 1939, 

the EECA received a telegram from 
the REA granting permission to en¬ 
ergize 114 miles of electric line that 
was completed that time. 

O. Clif remarked to his family 
that the electric current would be 
temporarily turned on July 27, in 
order to test the lines, but, as the 
transformer switches were tripped 
when installed, there would be no 
lights until the lineman arrived and 
turned the switches on. Immediately, 
his younger son. Jack, a very nimble 
chap w ho proved to himself that he 
could climb the electric poles, sug¬ 
gested that he climb the pole and 
turn the transformer switch to “on.” 
He was given permission, but with 
a strict order to NEVER climb ANY 
of the poles thereafter. 

At about 2:00 P.M. on July 27, 
1939, the master switch connecting 
the EECA line to the Central Illi¬ 
nois Public Service line at the north 
Edgar of Paris was turned to “on.” 
Jack and his dad were sitting in t he 
house awaiting the event. 

President Curtis and Manager 
Bandy proceeded from the Master 
Switch to Mr. Curtis’ farm and 
turned his transformer switch to 
“on,” thinking that to be the first 
service of Edgar Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association. Then they drove 
on to the Winans farm, expecting to 
turn that transformer on. Here they 
found the lights already burning. 

The test proved lines to be O.K., 
the current was turned off about 
5:00 P.M. On the morning of July 
29, 1939, the current was turned on 
permanently on these 114 miles that 
was completed. 
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Low Income Energy Assistance Available 
The Low Income Energy As¬ 

sistance Program (LIHEAP) is 
designed to assist eligible households 
pay for winter energy services. The 
amount of the payment is determined 
by income, household size, fuel type 
and geographic location. 

An overdue bill 
or cut-off notice is 
not required. You 
do not have to own 
your home or pay 
energy bills directly 
to be eligible for as¬ 
sistance. Emergency 
assistance may be 
available if your 
household is discon¬ 
nected from an en¬ 
ergy source needed. 

In east-central Illinois, monies 
from the LIHEAP program are ad¬ 
ministered through the Embarrass 

River Basin Agency (ERBA). As¬ 
sistance for reconnection will only 
he provided to households that have 
made a good faith effort to maintain 
their energy services or can pay a 
portion of the amount owed for re¬ 
connection. 

ERBA 
accepts ap¬ 
plications for 
assistance by 
appointment 
on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 
When applying 
for assistance, 
you need the 
following 
information: 

(1) Proof of gross income from all 
household members for the 30-day 
period prior to application date; (2) 

KEEP ENERGY ISSUES IN MIND THIS NOVEMBER: 

AND HELP KEEP OUR ELECTRICITY AFFORDABLE 

In addition to casting your vote on November 4, you can help educate and inform 
lawmakers about meeting our energy needs affordably. Electric cooperatives are 
currently engaged in a grassroots campaign called 'Our Energy, Our Future: 
A Dialogue With America * 

Nearly 400.000 letters and e-mails have already been sent to Congress by your fellow 
consumers from all across the United States, each asking critical energy questions. 

To join the effort, visit www ourenergy.coop. 

Our Energy, Our Future 
A Dialogue With America 

A copy of your current heat and 
electric bills; (3) Proof of Social 
Security numbers for all house¬ 
hold members; (4) If a member of 
your household received TANF 
or AABD, you must bring their 
“Medical Eligibility Card;” (5) If 
you rent your home, proof of your 
rental agreement, which must state 
your monthly rent amount, may be 
necessary. 

If you are eligible, ERBA will make 
the appropriate payments to your en¬ 
ergy provider(s) on your behalf. 

If you think you might be eligible 
for assistance, you should contact 
ERBA directly. County representa¬ 
tives can be reached at: 

Edgar County (217) 465-4911 

Clark County (217) 382-3412 

Douglas County (217) 253-4434 

Coles County (217) 345-4840 

Below are the income eligibility 
guidelines for the LIHEAP program. 

Income Eligibility: 
30-day period to application 

Family Size 30 day gross 

1 $1,300 
2 $1,750 

3 $2,200 

4 $2,650 

5 $3,100 
6 $3,550 

Our office will be 
closed Tuesday, 

November 11,2008 
in honor of Veterans Day. 

IN HONOR OF | 
OUR VETERANa 
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Members May Take Advantage 
Of “Trade-A-Tree” The same trees that beautify 

your landscape and provide 
shade for your home can also cause 
problems for your electric service. 
Trees growing too close to power 
lines are the primary cause of mo¬ 
mentary short circuits and flickering 
lights. Add a thunderstorm or snow 
and ice into the equation and those 
tree limbs are likely to knock power 
lines out completely. 

In an effort to protect your family 
and property and to avoid power out¬ 
ages, EnerStar offers free right-of-way 
tree trimming and clean up as part of 
a comprehensive community plan. 
But sometimes, high maintenance 
trees create a situation that calls for 
more intense measures. Trees growing 
under power lines should be removed 
for the safety of everyone. 

Therefore, EnerStar developed 
the Trade-A-Tree program. This 
program allows EnerStar to remove 
trees that grow directly beneath 
high voltage power lines. For each 

tree removed, the cooperative 
provides participating members 
with an ornamental tree that has 
limited height. The member simply 
agrees to plant the new tree in an 

area away from the power lines to 
avoid a repeat situation later. Since 
the program began, EnerStar has 
distributed more than 400 trees to 
participating members. 

The Trade-A-Tree program is 
only available for trees located in 
landscaped or mowed yards that 
are located directly under or within 
close proximity to high voltage 
power lines. Trees located close to 
service drops and other low voltage 
secondary lines are not eligible for 
the program. 

Though some members may be 
inconvenienced by the temporary 
loss of a yard tree, the cooperative is 
hopeful the long-term advantages of 
a safer and more reliable service will 
convince members to participate in 
the Trade-A-Tree program. 

For more information regarding 
the program, contact Mike Clark at 
(217) 466-7616 or 800-635-4145 or 
e-mail him at mclark@enerstar.com. 

Seven 2009IEC EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
Manager Peter E. Kollinger 

has announced that for the four¬ 
teenth consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award 
academic scholarships to high 
school seniors. 

Seven scholarships of $1,250 
each will be awarded in 2009 to eli¬ 
gible high school seniors through the 
Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program. 

Four scholarships will be 
awarded to students who are the 
sons or daughters of an Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperative member receiving 
service from the cooperative. A fifth 
scholarship, the Earl W. Struck Me¬ 
morial Scholarship, will be awarded 
to a student who is the son or 
daughter of an Illinois electric co¬ 
operative employee. The sixth and 

Memorial Scholarships Available 

seventh scholarships are reserved 
for students enrolling full-time at a 
two-year Illinois community college 
who are the sons or daughters of Il¬ 
linois electric cooperative members, 
employees or directors. 

“We hope to assist electric co¬ 
operative youth while honoring past 
rural electric leaders with this schol¬ 
arship,” says Kollinger. “EnerStar 

and the other Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives are always seeking ways to 
make a difference in our communi¬ 
ties. One of the best ways we can do 
that is by helping our youth through 
programs like this one.” 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities, and a short essay 
that demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives. 

For more information regard¬ 
ing the scholarships, contact An¬ 
gela Griffin, EnerStar’s Manager of 
Member Services at 217-463-4145 
or 800-635-4145 or by email at 
agriffin@enersar.com. All necessary 
information has also been to sent 
to all area high school guidance 
counselors. 
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What We Were Talking About... 

Our cooperative has always 
maintained strong roots and 

paid tribute to our early pioneers. A 
November 1999 cooperative maga¬ 
zine article entitled “EnerStar Old 
Timers Tell of the Old Days” pro¬ 
vided an illustration of tough times in 

rural areas and life be¬ 
fore electricity. Win¬ 
ter days were short, 
dark and cold and the 
summers were just plain 
hot! In telling the story, 
two former long-time 
EnerStar cooperative 
directors Garold Farthing 
of Hindsboro and Ralph 
Wright of rural Paris were 
interviewed. Farthing 

was a board member from 
1962-2008 while Wright 

served from 1966 to 2000. 
In the interview, Farthing 

who did not get electric¬ 
ity until 1948, laughed that he had a 
kerosene powered refrigerator, so his 
family didn’t miss electricity as badly 
as others. The men told of people 
who had an icebox, which had to 
be filled with new blocks of ice oc¬ 
casionally. They told of others that 
lowered perishables down a well, on 
a rope. They explained how rural 
folks used kerosene lamps to light 
up the night. The lamps flickered 
and were hard to read by and often 
needed cleaned due to the flame’s 
smoke. The article also included an 
early photograph of a woman proudly 
holding up her electric fan, a com¬ 
mon “first appliance” purchased after 
electricity came to the countryside. 
We appreciated hearing the men’s 
stories. Do you remember when the 
lights came on? We would love to 
hear your story too! To tell your story, 
contact Angela Griffin at EnerStar at 
l-800-635-4145,ext. 603. 

Are you heating your home with electricity? 
All Electric Heat Rate 

Are you using electricity as your 
primary heat source? If so, you may 

qualify for EnerStar’s All Electric Heat 
Rate. On this rate, members receive a 
3A cent discount on all kilowatt hours 
over 1000 kilowatt hours for the billing 

months of November through April. 
This rate is only available for single¬ 
phase residential accounts. Members 
currently on this rate should see the 
discount apply beginning with the 
November bill. 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Use Your Space Heater Safely 
Many people turn to space heat- 

ers — both electric models 
and those powered by kerosene 
or even wood — as a convenient 
source of warmth in winter months. 
However, space heaters can he dan- 
gerous if not used properly. 

The Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) estimates 
that more than 25,000 residential 
fires every year are associated with 
space heaters. More than 300 peo¬ 
ple die in these fires. In addition, 
an estimated 6,000 people annu¬ 
ally receive hospital emergency- 
care for burn injuries connected 
with space heaters. 

Space heater hazards stem not 
just from fires caused by contact 
with or close proximity to heating 
elements. They also include fires 
started by flammable fuels used in 
the heaters; defective wiring in the 
appliance; and carbon monoxide 
poisoning caused by improper 
venting or an incomplete combus¬ 
tion of fuels. 

Here are some tips for using 
your electric space heater safely: 

• Keep the heater at least 3 feet 
from flammable items such as 
fabrics or furniture. 

• Select a space heater with a 
guard around the heating ele¬ 
ment. 

• When buying a heater, choose 
one that has been tested and 

ALARM 

certified by a nationally recog¬ 
nized testing institution such as 
Underwriters Laboratories (UL). 

• Buy a heater that can handle 
the area that you want to heat. 

• Read and follow the manufac¬ 
turer’s operating instructions. 

• Keep children and pets away 
from space heaters. 

• Never leave a space heater un¬ 
attended. or go to sleep with a 
space heater on. 

• Never use or store flammable 
liquids near a space heater. 

• Do not use a heater in a bath¬ 
room - it’s a high-moisture area 
that could cause damage. 

Keep heaters away from water 
to prevent electrocution. 

Do not use an extension cord 
with a space heater. 

Do not use the heater to dry 
clothes. 

Be sure the heater’s plug fits snugly 
in an outlet. The cord and plug may 
feel warm when operating since the 
unit draws so much power, but they 
should not feel hot. If they do, un¬ 
plug the heater and have a qualified 
repair person check for problems. 

Source: The Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) 

rMNimGwm(<tir 
The EnerStar office will he closed on Thursday, 

November 27, 2008, and Friday, November 28, 

2008, in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday. 
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Annual Meeting Just Around the Corner Q 
Petitions Available for Board Elections 

EnerStar’s 70th Annual Meeting 
is just around the corner! 

Therefore, cooperative members have 
the opportunity to run in the upconv 
ing board of directors election. Mem¬ 
bers who are eligible candidates and 
can commit the time and energy to 
the member-owned corporation may 
want to consider this opportunity. 

The role of director is a huge 
commitment - of time, energy and 
education - more than most members 
realize. Thankfully, there are members 
who are willing to serve in this 
important capacity. Decisions made 
can affect the membership into the 
next generation. 

EnerStar has three 3-year direc¬ 
tor seats open for election in 2009. 
These seats include Representative 
District 2, Representative District 4, 

and Representative District 7. For a 
detailed district description, see the 
legal descriptions below and the map 
on page 16C. 

Members interested in running 
for the cooperative board should 
contact the cooperative office to 
verify eligibility and receive a petition 
information packet. The packet 
includes all the necessary information 
one would need to learn more about 
the cooperative and the role of the 
director. 

Board petitions require the sig¬ 
natures of 15 EnerStar members who 
live in the candidate’s Voting District. 
All members signing petitions must 
have an original membership card on 
file and must be currently receiving 
electricity from the cooperative. 
Candidates will also need to check 

with cooperative personnel to make 
certain they reside within the correct 
Representative District. 

Petition packets can be obtained 
at the EnerStar headquarters in Paris 
beginning Dec. 5, 2008. They may 
also be obtained via mail or e-mail 
by calling the cooperative office at 
217'463-4145 during normal business 
hours. 

Petitions may be turned in to 
the cooperative office from Jan. 5, 
2009, to Jan. 20, 2009. Candidates 
must also provide a short biographical 
sketch, 250 words or less, and a photo 
to be published with the Annual 
Meeting Notice. Candidates should 
also make plans to attend the 2009 
Annual Meeting of Members on 
Saturday, March 21, in the Crestwood 
School gym in Paris. 

tlsAVOTING 
Three director positions are open for election at the 

forthcoming 70th Annual Meeting of Members. All 
positions are for three-year terms. If you have questions 
regarding what voting and representative district you 
are located in, consult the map on page 16c or contact 
an EnerStar Member Accounts Representative at 
1-800-635-4145 during normal business hours. 

Voting District A 
District 2 - 
Currently Served by Tom DeWitt 

The Townships of Carroll and 
Love in Vermilion County, Il¬ 
linois; the Townships of Young 
America, Ross, Prairie, Edgar, 
and Brouilletts Creek in Edgar 
County, Illinois; and all that por¬ 
tion of the Township of Shiloh 
lying north of the 1800th Road in 
Edgar County, Illinois 

Voting District B 
District 4 - 
Currently Served by John Fell 

The Townships of Kansas and 
Grandview in Edgar County, Illi¬ 
nois; all that portion of the Town¬ 
ship ofSymmes lying south of the 
400th Road and west of Illinois 
Highway 1 in Edgar County, Il¬ 
linois; and all that portion of the 
Township ofSymmes lying south 
of the 300th Road and east of Il¬ 
linois Highway 1 in Edgar County, 
Illinois 

Voting District C 
District 7 - 
Currently Served by 
Gene Higginbotham 

The Townships of Parker, Casey, 
Auburn, and Martinsville in 
Clark County, Illinois; all that 
portion of the Township of Dol- 
son lying south of the 2000th 
Road in Clark County, Illinois; 
and all that portion of the Town¬ 
ship of Marshall lying north of 
Interstate Highway 70 in Clark 
County, Illinois 
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Enerstar Power Corp 
9 Representative Districts 

Board Candidate Petition Dates 
Dec. 5, 2008 Petitions available 
Jan. 5, 2009 First day to turn in petitions 
Jan. 20, 2009 Last day to turn in petitions 

March 21, 2009 
70 th Annual Meeting of Members CARROLL LOVE 

NEWMAN 
YOUNG AMERICA ROSS 

str ict 2 

Lr 
PRAIRIE 

SHILOH NORTH 

District 3 

PARIS 

SYMMES NC 

SYMMES SOUTH 

HUNTER 

STRATTON 

rict 5 

ELBRIDGE 

WESTFIELD DOLSON NORTH DOUGLAS 

District 6 
PARKER 

District 7 

CASEY 

MARSHALL WABASH N0RTH 

District 8 
WABASH SOUTH 

MARTINSVILLE 

3 Voting Districts 

c 

7 

8 

9 

ANDERSON DARWIN 

cL 
District 9 

MELROSE YORK 

Voting Districts A, B, and C each 
contain three Representative Districts 

in shades of red, green, and blue, respectively. 
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To Direct Or Not To Direct.... 
Things to consider regarding the 

EnerStar Board of Directors 

New directors are often amazed at the body of knowledge the electric 
industry encompasses. If a new director is not already familiar with the 

utility business, it can take several years to gain the knowledge and experi¬ 
ence necessary to be a truly proficient director. The role of director is a huge 
commitment—of time, energy, and education—more than most members may 
realize! If you are interested in becoming a director candidate, you may wish 
to ask yourself if you: 

• Have the willingness to devote significant time and effort to board meet¬ 
ings and important committee meetings 

• Have the desire to keep abreast of cooperative and industry trends and help 
identify development opportunities 

• Have the ability and time to study and understand detailed reports and 
background materials 

• Have the ability to think, speak, and act independently, but thoughtfully 

• Are supportive of the cooperative's goals and objectives as set by the board 
and management 

• Are personally committed to the community and have a rapport with out¬ 
side organizations, members, and the public 

• Are a leader and are experienced and respected by your peers 

• Are a good communicator and an enthusiastic and effective spokesman 

• Are sensitive to possible conflicts of interest and have a clear respect for 
confidentiality 

Minimum Requirements/Responsibilities for 
EnerStar Directors 

• Must be a current member of the cooperative, receiving electric service 
from EnerStar Power at your primary residence. Directors pay the same 
rate for electric service and follow the same policies as all other members. 

• Must not be an employee or close relative of an employee; must not be a 
spouse of a current director 

• Must attend all regular board meetings, normally scheduled for the last 
Tuesday of each month; special board meetings as called; the EnerStar An¬ 
nual Meeting; committee meetings, regional and national meetings 

• Must obtain training in the industry at every opportunity and stay abreast 
of current developments 

• Must exercise due care and diligence and devote the necessary time and effort 
to the duties of a director to oversee the cooperative’s business and affairs 

• Must be loyal to the cooperative, acting at all times in good faith for its 
best interests, unaffected by any personal interest that is in conflict with the 
best interest of the cooperative 

• Must adhere to all applicable requirements of law, the cooperative’s arti¬ 
cles and bylaws, board policies, contracts, and the cooperative’s duly made 
decisions 

Your EnerStar • 
Directors: 

Jeff Zimmerman 
Oakland 
District 1 

Tom DeWitt 
Brocton 
District 2 

Dale English 
Paris 
District 3 

John Fell 
Kansas 
District 4 

Carrol Drake 
Paris 
District 5 

David Sprigg 
Marshall 
District 6 

Gene Higginbotham 
Martinsville 
District 7 

Don Baggs 
Marshall 
District 8 

Danny Gard Jr. 
West Union 
District 9 
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• 4 scholarships are available for the sons/daugh- 
ters of an Illinois electric cooperative members 
for any two or four year accredited college in 
the United States. 

• 1 scholarship is available for the son/daughter 
of an Illinois electric cooperative employee/ 
director for any school in the United States. 

• 2 scholarships are available for the son/daugh- 
ter of an Illinois cooperative member, employee, 
or director enrolling in full-time at a two-year 
Illinois community college 

Applicants will be judged on grade point average, college entrance exam see 

For more information or to receive an application 
by mail, contact EnerStar Electric Cooperative at 
217-463-4145 or 1-800-635-4145. Or, send us an 
email at: agriffin@enerstar.com. All scholarship 
information is also available at the cooperative’s 
website, www.enerstar.com. 

Deadline to enter: December 31, 2008 

i, work and volunteer experience, school and civic activities, and a short essay. 

GRADUATING SOON? 
Looking for a way to pay for college? Consider an 

IEC MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Available for Illinois high school seniors. 

Seven scholarships for 2009 will be awarded through 
the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship program 

Each scholarship 
will be worth $125U*00 

Av part of a year-long celebration of EnerStar Electric Cooperative’s 70,h anniversary, the 
cooperative invited retirees to a special luncheon to talk about the “good ol’days.” Attending 

the event were front row, left to right: Patty Berry (1981-2002), Margaret Schneider Parker 
(1950-1984), and Ida Gambill (1950-1977); back row: Toni Babcock (1946-1986), Tom 

Brock (1954-1996), Tester Smittkamp (1946-1996), Conn Wheeler (1957-1998), Pete Kraemer 
(1972-2003), and Verlin Funkhouser (1968-1998). Not included in the photo is Bob Craig (1957-1988). 
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What in the World is Willie Doing Now?! 
Willie Wirehand has been a 
celebrated official mascot of our 
nations electric cooperatives for 
more than 50 years. Willie was the 
true embodiment of cooperative 
spunk, willing to stand up for rural 
consumers in the face of the impos- 
sible. As part of EnerStar’s 70th 
anniversary, we are looking back at 
Willie through the years. 

What in the world is Willie 
doing now? Willie has been 

fighting the crowds while on the 
hunt for those holiday bargains. He’s 
been Christmas shopping! Willie 
wants to remind you that when it 
comes to shopping tor and compar¬ 
ing home electronics, look for the 
ENERGY STAR® labels to ensure 
the energy efficiency credentials 
of what’s in the box. This assures 
you that the products you purchase 
met strict energy efficiency criteria 
established by the U.S. Department 

of Energy and U.S. Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. 
Willie wants to remind 
everyone that energy efficient 
products can make a big 
difference in the long run. 
The average home boasts two 
TVs, three telephones, and 
a DVD player. If these items 
were replaced with ENERGY 
STAR qualified models, it 
would save more than 25 bil¬ 
lion pounds of greenhouse gas 
emissions a year, equivalent to 
removing more than 2 million 
cars from the road. 

Some home electronic 
products, like those with 
clock displays and remote 
controls, use energy even when 
they’re switched off, costing U.S. 
households $100 per year. Products 
that have earned the ENERGY 
STAR use less energy to perform 
“standby” functions, while providing 
the same performance and features 

as conventional models. 
Using less energy preserves 

energy resources while saving money 
on energy bills. An energy-efficient 
gift is truly a gilt that keeps on giv¬ 
ing! 

Low Income Energy Assistance Available 
The Low Income Energy As¬ 

sistance Program (LIHEAP) is 
designed to assist eligible households 
pay for winter energy services. The 
amount of the payment is determined 
by income, household size, fiiel type 
and geographic location. 

An overdue bill or cut-off notice is 
not required. You do not have to own 
your home or pay energy bills directly 

to be eligible for assistance. Emer¬ 
gency assistance may be available if 
your household is disconnected from 
an energy source needed. 

In east-central Illinois, monies 
from the LIHEAP program are 
administered through the Embarrass 
River Basin Agency (ERBA). As¬ 
sistance for reconnection will only 
be provided to households that have 
made a good faith effort to maintain 
their energy services or can pay a 
portion of the amount owed for 
reconnection. 

ERBA accepts applications for 
assistance by appointment on Mon¬ 
days, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
When applying for assistance, you 
need the following information: 
(1) Proof of gross income from all 
household members for the 30-day 
period prior to application date; (2) 
A copy of your current heat and 
electric bills; (3) Proof of Social 
Security numbers for all household 
members; (4) If a member of 
your household received TANF 
or AABD, you must bring their 
“Medical Eligibility Card;” (5) If 
you rent your home, proof of your 
rental agreement, which must state 
your monthly rent amount, may be 
necessary. 

If you are eligible, ERBA will make 
the appropriate payments to your 
energy provider (s) on your behalf. 

If you think you might be eligible 
for assistance, you should contact 

ERBA directly. County representa¬ 
tives can be reached at: 

Edgar County   (217) 465-4911 

Clark County (217) 382-3412 

Douglas County (217) 253-4434 

Coles County (217) 345-4840 

Below are the income eligibility 
guidelines for the LIHEAP program. 

Income Eligibility: 
30-day period to application 

Family Size 30 day gross 

1 $1,300 

2 $1,750 

3 $2,200 

4 $2,650 

5 $3,100 

6 $3,550 
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0 Fireplaces Can Send Energy Dollars Up In Smoke 
On a cold winter’s evening, it’s 

hard to imagine being more 
comfortable than sitting before a 
crackling fireplace. And using a 
fireplace to warm up helps lower 
energy costs, doesn’t it? 

Well, not really. While wood 
and gas fireplaces may he warm and 
cozy, most are not efficient when 
it comes to heating your home, or 
even the room in which the fireplace 
is located. 

In fact, your fireplace could 
actually be reducing your home’s 
energy efficiency by taking already- 
heated air from your home and 
venting it through the chimney. 
That warm air is then replaced 
by cooler outside air that enters 
through tiny cracks all around your 
house. Plus, if your fireplace’s flue 
does not have a damper, or if that 
damper isn’t properly sealed, heated 
indoor air can escape up through the 
chimney, even when you don’t have 
a fire burning. 

Fortunately, there are steps you 
can take to improve your fireplace’s 
efficiency. If your flue doesn’t already 
have a damper, install one, and if 
there is a damper, ensure that it is 
sealed properly. When you’re not us¬ 
ing the fireplace, the damper keeps 
cold outdoor air from slipping in, 
and blocks heated indoor air from 

escaping. 
Glass doors on the 

front of the fireplace 
also keep warm and cool 
air where it belongs. 
While they allow you 
a good view of the fire, 
they can also keep its 
heat from spreading into 
the room. 

One way to 
improve a fireplace’s 
efficiency is to install 
ducts around it during 
construction. This 
allows cool room air to circulate 
around the firebox, so it can then be 
returned to the room as heated air. 
You can even install a fan to help 
the air circulate. Because the open¬ 
ings to the ducts are located outside 
the fireplace, the air cannot mix 
with smoke from the fire. A similar 
approach for existing fireplaces uses 
a heat exchanger made from hollow 
tubes that wrap around the fire. 
There are also a variety of heat- 
circulating fireplace and chimney 
adapter systems on the market that 
will help to improve efficiency. 

If you use a wood-burning or 
gas fireplace in your home, have the 
chimney cleaned regularly and in¬ 
stall a carbon monoxide detector to 
provide protection from the deadly 

gas carbon monoxide. 
Love the look and atmosphere 

of a fireplace? Consider installing an 
electric one. Electric fireplaces do 
not need to be vented or connected 
to a chimney. They offer realistic 
displays of fire and can provide heat 
to a room, often enhanced with a 
built-in fan. This option provides all 
the benefits of a fireplace without 
any of the hassles. 

Looking for ways to make your 
home warmer and more comfort¬ 
able? Our Energy Advisor has a 
wealth of valuable advice and tips 
for enhancing comfort and keeping 
energy costs under control. As a 
cooperative member, you can always 
contact your local Energy Advisor 
for advice when you want it and 
help when you need it. 

COZY FACTS ABOUT FIREPLACE EFFICIENCY 

Most wood and gas fireplaces 
are not efficient at heating 
your home. 
Fireplaces can even reduce 
your home’s energy efficiency 
by taking already-heated air 
from your home and venting 
it through the chimney. 
The air that escapes will be 
replaced by cooler outside 
air that enters through tiny 
cracks from all around your 
house. 

• If your damper isn’t properly 
sealed, heated indoor air can 
escape up through the chimney 
when you don’t have a fire 
burning. 

• If you don’t have a damper, 
installing one is a good place to 
start. 

• Glass doors on the front of the 
fireplace can help keep warm air 
from escaping up the chimney. 

• If you’re building a new fire¬ 
place, you can build ductwork 
around it to encourage air 
circulation. 

A similar approach for 
existing fireplaces uses a heat 
exchanger made from hollow 
tubes that wrap around the 
fire. 
Consider installing an elec¬ 
tric fireplace, which can give 
the warmth and atmosphere 
you want without a need for 
venting. 
Remember to install a carbon 
monoxide detector to protect 
against carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 
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Consider Energy-Efficient LEDs 

While shopping for those 
last-minute strands of 

holiday lights, you may come 
across an alternative to electricity- 
hungry lengths of incandescent 
bulbs: light-emitting diodes 
(LEDs). Though the name sounds 
straight out of science fiction, 
energy-efficient LEDs are a real 
way to cut electricity use, and 
holiday lights are just one way 
they’re being used. 

LED technology, with origins 
in the 1960s, breaks free of the 
hollow bulbs that all other lights 
use. When an electric current 
runs through the solid, semi- 
conductive materials in an LED, heat and light are the 
result. Although most LEDs are no bigger than a button, 
the number of uses for them is growing every year. 

The power light on today’s TVs, computers and 
other similar appliances now use LEDs. 
Even car brake lights, traffic signals 
and railroad crossings are using grids of 
these small lights. 

But why the change from tradi¬ 
tional, hollow bulbs? A big draw is the 
technology’s staying power. A 7 5-watt 
incandescent light bulb will burn out 
after about 40 days of continuous use, 
and a compact fluorescent light bulb 
(CEL) after a year. An LED, however, 
can run constantly for four full years. 
And LEDs are currently as energy 
efficient as CFLs, meaning they use 
roughly 66 percent less electricity than 
an incandescent bulb in producing the 
same light. 

The main factor keeping the 
technology off shelves and out of 
your lamps at home is cost. Al¬ 
though colored LEDs (think traf¬ 
fic signals) are cost competitive, 
versions producing white light are 
pricey. A 75-watt incandescent 
light bulb costs approximately 
$1.00. A comparable CEL can 
be purchased for $2.50. But an 
equivalent set of LEDs would cost 
more than $50, according to the 
U.S. Department of Energy. 

Still, LEDs are a promising 
alternative to the inefficient 
incandescent bulb. CFLs are the 
best bet for consumers these days, 

hut keep an eye out for LEDs as research continues. 
Once the technology is tweaked, they could stand to 
save you quite a bit in lighting costs - an important part 
of keeping that electric bill low. 

© Energy Efficiency 

This season, decorate with LED holiday lights, which 
consume 90 percent less energy than traditional miniature 
lights, operate 30 times longer, and stay cooler (meaning 
increased safety when used on wreaths and trees). 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy 
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Mission statement 

EnerStar Electric Cooperative exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity to its member-owners 
while upholding our values of integrity, accountability, and commitment to our community. 
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