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Board meeting report 
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
October 22, 2007 

Trustees present were: Frank 
Czyzewski, Loren Dunigan, Frank 

Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob Pierson, 
Howard Poehler, Richard Rudolphi, 
Danny Schnepper and Greg Smith. 
Also present were Executive Vice 
President/ General Manager John 
Meng and cooperative Attorney 
Tyra Cycholl. The invocation was 
given by Trustee Poehler. 

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held September 24, 

2007. 
Accepted 11 new members for 

service. 
Canceled 11 members no lon¬ 

ger receiving service. 
Approved work orders in the 

amount of $84,102.18. 
Accepted the disbursement list 

for the month of September 2007. 
Approved the financial and 

maintenance reports for the month 

of September 2007 as presented by 
Gen. Mgr. Meng. 

Heard a report by Trustee Lo¬ 
gan concerning the recent AIEC 
board meeting. 

Discussed plans for the upcom¬ 
ing NRECA Annual meeting. 

Approved agreement with Ai- 
rEvac Lifeteam. 

Reviewed loan portfolio of Clay 
Electric’s loans with Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFG). 

Updated on mapping project. 
Approved the purchase of a replace¬ 
ment cooperative pickup. 

Were updated on an under¬ 
ground line that replaced an over¬ 
head line in a creek bottom. 

Discussed wholesale power pro¬ 
posals. 

Advised of meeting time 
change beginning in November at 
6:00 p.m. 

Heard a report by Gen. Mgr. 
Meng concerning the retirement of 
capital credits to the estate of one 
deceased member, and Approved 
those retirements pursuant to coop¬ 
erative policy. 

Updated on rubber gloving re¬ 
view, recent safety meeting on pole 
top rescue and personnel fitness is¬ 
sues. 

Were presented a certificate for 
100 percent board participation in 
Action Committee for Rural Electri¬ 
fication (ACRE). 

Adjournment. 

Clay County Water Needs Easements 
The ongoing Phase II water proj¬ 

ect for parts of Stanford, South 
Clay City, Harter, SE Xenia and SW 
Songer Townships is underway and 
needs your help. We are in the pro¬ 
cess of obtaining easements to place 
the water line just outside of the 
Road Right of Way (ROW) on the 
property owner. 

Even if you are fortunate 
enough to have a good water well at 
your residence, your neighbor may 
not, and they desperately need the 
water, so please grant us an ease¬ 
ment. 

United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Develop¬ 
ment (RD) requires CCW to obtain 
at least 80 percent of the easements 
for the entire project before we can 
go back to them for the construction 
funding application. Please call to 
find out if the water line is projected 
to cross any of your property so that 
we may get with you and obtain an 
easement. 

Signups for memberships is still 
underway. Do not delay, get your 
residence signed up so that your area 
is not passed by. If you are interested 

in water, when it is available in you 
area, you must sign an agreement 
and make a $50 deposit now, and 
then when water is available in your 
area we ask for the remaining $250 
for a total of $300 tap fee. 

Contact Jake Klein 662-4144, 
Bob Pierson 662-7471, Bill Seelman 
662-8479, Kye Hemphill 662-4590, 
Sue Pettit 662-4305, Dwight Edg- 
ington 678-2782, or Doug Hockman 
at 662-6666 for any questions or to 
be placed on the map. 
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Youth to Washington 
Attention High School Juniors! 

Clay Electric Cooperative will again sponsor area juniors to 
Youth Day in Springfield on April 9, sponsored by Clay and 

the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Of the three 
students representing the co-op in April, two will be selected 
to go on an all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C. in June 
2008. Students must be sons or daughters of Clay Electric 
members. Area guidance counselors will have the necessary 
information regarding this educational experience of a lifetime. 

Youth to Springfield 
The day’s activities in Springfield will include touring the 

state capitol complex and the new Abraham Lincoln Presiden¬ 
tial Museum, and visiting with legislators with other students 
from throughout the state. 

Youth to Washington 
The two local winners will join some 50 other Illinois stu¬ 

dents, sponsored by Illinois cooperatives, at Springfield on June 
13. They will travel on charter buses to Washington, D.C. and 
return to Springfield June 20. While in Washington, students 
will visit attractions such as the White House, U.S. Capitol, 
Smithsonian Institution, Arlington National Cemetery, Lincoln 
Memorial and many other national monuments and places of 
interest. 

If you are a junior and this opportunity interests you, please 
discuss this with your guidance counselor as soon as possible. 

Clay Electric 
Co-operative^ Inc. 

7784 Old Hwy. k) 
R0. Box 517 

Flora, Illinois 62839 
618-662-2171 
800-582-9012 

^Office hours: 
gjfafck — 4:00 p.m. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



A New Year's Resolution That Makes Safety Sense! 
Eliminate electrical hazards in your home 

Tens of thousands of fires are caused each year by 
electrical problems inside the home, but most can be 

easily prevented with a few simple steps. Taking a few 
minutes to check for and eliminate electrical hazards is 
a New Year’s resolution that makes sense! 

“Electrical accidents and fires kill more than a 
thousand people, and result in tens of thousands of in¬ 
juries each year,” says Molly Hall, Director of Safe Elec¬ 
tricity. “Overloaded outlets, misused and faulty cords 
and electrical devices are leading causes of home electri¬ 
cal shocks and fires.” 

Safe Electricity suggests teaching your children how 
to be safe around electricity. Use this electrical safety 
checklist to help protect your home and loved ones: 

□ Electrical outlets - Check for loose-fitting plugs, 
which can be a shock or fire hazard. Replace missing or 
broken wall plates so wiring and components are not 
exposed. If you have young children in the home, make 
sure unused outlets are covered. 

□ Plugs — Never force them into outlets. Don’t 
remove the grounding pin (third prong) to make a 
three-prong plug fit a two-conductor outlet. Avoid 
overloading outlets with adapters and too many appli¬ 
ance plugs. 

□ Cords - Make sure they are not frayed or cracked, 
placed under carpets or rugs, or located in high traffic 
areas. Do not nail or staple them to walls, floors or other 
objects. 

□ Extension cords - Use them on a temporary basis 
only. They are not intended as permanent household 
wiring. Make sure they have safety closures to protect 
young children from shock and mouth bum injuries. 

□ Light bulbs - Check the wattage to make sure light 
bulbs match the fixture requirements and are screwed 
securely in place. Replace bulbs that have higher watt¬ 
age ratings than recommended and consider replacing 
burned-out bulbs with compact fluorescent light (CEL) 
bulbs, which last 10 times as long and use one-fourth 
the energy of an incandescent bulb. 

□ Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs) 
- Make sure GFCIs are installed in your kitchen, bath¬ 
rooms, laundry, workshop, basement and garage as well 
as on outdoor outlets. Test them monthly to ensure 
they’re working properly. 

□ Circuit breakers/Fuses - Fuses should be properly 
rated for the circuit they are protecting. If you don’t 
know the correct rating, have an electrician identify and 
label the correct size to be used. Always replace a fuse 
with the same size you are removing. Check that circuit 
breakers are working properly. 

A qualified, licensed electrician can determine the appropriate 
service requirements for your home. 

□ Appliances/Electronics - If an appliance repeat¬ 
edly blows a fuse, trips a circuit breaker or has given 
you an electrical shock, immediately unplug it and have 
it repaired or replaced. Look for cracks or damage in 
wiring and connectors. Use surge protectors to protect 
expensive electronics. 

□ Electrical wiring - Wiring defects are a major cause 
of residential blazes. Check periodically for loose wall 
receptacles, wires, or lighting fixtures. Listen for pop¬ 
ping or sizzling sounds behind walls. Immediately shut 

: off, then professionally replace light switches that are 
warm to the touch and lights that spark and flicker. 

□ Service capacity - As you continue to upgrade 
your home with more lighting, appliances and electron¬ 
ics, your home’s electrical service capacity may become 
overburdened. If fuses blow or breakers trip frequently, 
you may need to increase electrical service and add new 
branch circuits. A qualified, licensed electrician can 
determine the appropriate service requirements for your 
home. 

□ Portable generators - Be sure your generator is 
properly grounded and is not plugged into a home out¬ 
let or connected directly to your home’s wiring system. 
A transfer switch should always be installed to protect 
you, your neighbors, and repair crews from serious in¬ 
jury resulting from backfeed. Follow all manufacturer’s 
installation instructions and if have questions call a li¬ 
censed electrician for help. Also notify your local utility 
that a backup generator has been installed. 
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For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 

Name  f 

Street  

City State Zip 

i- 
Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  □ Travel Cards (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service | 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial | 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only | 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the ' 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CLA 

Customer Signature Date  | 

Referred By: Phone # or Acct. # i 

LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 

AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

24 hours a day — 7 days 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

• Free to join 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 number, for $1 a month, same low rate 
• Free calling cards 12.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
• Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 
• 6 second increment billing 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications. Utilizing the 
Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier). 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance 
services available. 

LOW RATES! 
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CLAY ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
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Board meeting report 
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
November, 2007 

Trustees present were: Frank 
Czyzewski, Loren Dunigan, Frank 

Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob Pierson, 
Howard Poehler, Richard Rudolphi, 
Danny Schnepper and Greg Smith. 
Also present were Executive Vice 
President/ General Manager John 
Meng, and Cooperative Attorney 
Tyra Cycholl. Guests were Daryl 
Donjon, CEO of Wayne White 
Counties Electric Cooperative (WW- 
CEC), and Larry Hosselton WW- 
CEC Board Member. The invocation 
was given by President Czyzewski. 

Heard a presentation by Daryl 
Donjon and Larry Hosselton regard¬ 
ing wholesale power suppliers. 

Discussed wholesale power sup¬ 
ply contracts with different providers. 

Approved the minutes of the reg¬ 
ular meeting held October 22, 2007. 

Accepted 21 new members for 
service. 

Canceled 11 members no lon¬ 
ger receiving service. 

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $43,631.44. 

Accepted the disbursement list 
for the month of October 2007. 

Approved the financial and 
maintenance reports for the month 
of October 2007 as presented by 
Gen. Mgr. Meng. 

Heard a report by Trustee Lo¬ 
gan concerning the recent AIEC 
board meeting. 

Reviewed correspondence ad¬ 
dressed to the board. 

Approved payment of a coop¬ 
erative note. 

Scheduled a meeting with 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative. 

Approved the replacement of 
four office computers. 

Approved one purchase of power 
agreement in the form as presented. 

Heard a report by Gen. Mgr. 
Meng concerning the retirement of 
capital credits to the estates of two 
deceased member, and Approved 
those retirements pursuant to coop¬ 
erative policy. 

Reviewed the carbon actions 
article. 

Adjournment. 

We Need Your Help 
Clay County Water, Inc. needs your help to provide water to the area 

Tf you live in Stanford, South 
Clay City, Harter, SE Xenia or 

SW Songer Township, please call 
us today to find out if we need an 
easement for your property. 

The United States Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
Rural Development (RD) requires 
Clay County Water to obtain at 
least 80 percent of the easements 
for the entire project before we 
can go back to them for the con¬ 
struction funding application. Our 
plans are to make that construc¬ 
tion application early this year. 

Even if you are fortunate 
enough to have a good water well 
at your residence, your neighbor 

may not, and they desperately need 
the water, so please grant us an ease¬ 
ment. The easements would place 
water lines just outside of the road 
Right of Way on needed properties. 
Call us today to see if we will need 
an easement on your property. 

Signups for memberships is still 
underway. Do not delay, get your 
residence signed up so that your 
area is not passed by. If you are in¬ 
terested in water, when it is available 
in you area, you must sign an agree¬ 
ment and make a $50 deposit now, 
and then when water is available in 
your area we ask for the remaining 
$250 for a total of $300 tap fee. 

Contact Jake Klein 662-4144, 
Bob Pierson 662-7471, Bill Seel- 
man 662-8479, Kye Hemphill 662- 
4590, Sue Pettit 662-4305, Dwight 
Edgington 678-2782, or Doug A 
Hockman at 662-6666 
for any questions or to be 
placed on 
the map. 
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Clay Electric 
Co-operative, Inc. 

7784 Old Hwy. 50 
RO. Box 517 

Flora, Illinois 62839 
618-662-2171 
800-582-9012 

Office hours: 
7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

We Work For You 
As you stay warm and cozy in your home this month, rest assured that 
your co-op’s linemen are doing everything they can to make sure you 
stay that way. We’re your electric cooperative and we work for you. 

W Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc. 
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Stay Safe After Severe Storms 
Electrical hazards associated with storms could cause serious injuries 

Phdtn by Kevin Bernson 

Safe Electricity cautions everyone to 
be mindful of the electrical hazards 

that storms and flooding can leave in 
their wake, and offers vital safety tips 
to avoid electrocution and serious uv 
jury when dealing with the aftermath 
of a major storm or disaster. 

“The danger does not end when 
the storm does,” says Molly Hall, 
Executive Director of Safe Electric¬ 
ity. “People can be hurt or killed by 
hazards left behind. It’s wise to be 
cautious in any clean-up effort.” 

Stay away from downed power 
lines and be alert to the possibility 
that tree limbs or debris may hide an 
electrical hazard. Treat all downed 
or hanging power lines as if they are 
energized. Warn others to stay away 
and contact the electric utility. 

Keep in mind a downed power 
line that’s energized can cause other 
things around it to become poten¬ 
tially hazardous. A fence or guardrail 
touching a downed line can be ener¬ 
gized for several thousand yards, and 
this poses a threat to anyone coming 
into contact with these structures. 
Also, stay away from puddles of 

I water in contact with downed lines. 
Encountering these objects can be 
as hazardous as coming into contact 
with the downed power line itself. 

If after a storm or disaster, the 
power to your home is out for a pro¬ 
longed period, know important safety 
rules, such as never using a charcoal 
or gas grill to cook inside! And if 
you use a standby generator, make 
sure a transfer safety switch is used, 
or connect the appliance (s) directly 
to the generator. This prevents elec¬ 
tricity from traveling back through 
the power lines, what’s known as 
“back feed.” Back feed creates dan¬ 
ger for anyone near lines, particularly 
crews working to restore power. 

“Before re-entering storm-dam¬ 
aged buildings or rooms, be sure all 
electric and gas services are turned 
off,” says Hall. “Never attempt to 
turn off power at the breaker box if 
you must stand in water to do so. 
If you can’t reach your breaker box 
safely, call your electric utility to shut 
off power at the meter.” 
• Never step into a flooded base¬ 
ment or other area if water is cover¬ 

ing electrical outlets, appliances 
or cords. 
• Be alert to any electrical equip¬ 
ment that could be energized and in 
contact with water. Never touch elec¬ 
trical appliances, cords or wires while 
you are wet or standing in water. 
• If using electric yard tools in 
clean-up efforts, do not operate them 
if it’s raining or ground is wet, or while 
you are wet or standing in water. Keep 
all electric tools and equipment at 
least 10 feet away from wet surfaces. 

“Cleaning up and using water- 
damaged appliances also carry safety 
risks,” says Hall. “Electric motors in 
appliances that have been drenched 
or submerged should be thoroughly 
cleaned and reconditioned before 
they are put back into service. It may 
be necessary to repair or replace elec¬ 
trical appliances or tools that have 
been in contact with water. Do not 
use any water-damaged appliance un¬ 
til a professional has checked it out.” 

For more information on electri¬ 
cal safety, visit the www.SafeElectric- 
ity.org. 
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For Additional Information Call: Toll Free - 1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Street     ' 

City State Zip  I 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  □ Travel Cards (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service | 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  | 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial [ 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only i 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the ■ 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CLA 

, Customer Signature   Date  | 

Referred By: Phone # or Acct. # | 

i 2 

LONGDISTANCE SERVICE 

AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

Name 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications. Utilizing the 
Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier). 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance 
services available. 

24 hours a day — 7 days a ween 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 
Free to join 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 number, for $1 a month, same low rate 
Free calling cards 12.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 
Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 
6 second increment billing 
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Board meeting report 
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
December 17, 2007 

Trustees present were: Frank 
Czyzewski, Loren Dunigan, 

Frank Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob 
Pierson, Richard Rudolphi, Danny 
Schnepper and Greg Smith. Howard 
Poehler was absent. Also present 
were Executive Vice President/ 
General Manager John Meng, and 
Cooperative Attorney Tyra Cycholl. 
The invocation was given by Trustee 
Pierson. 

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held November 26, 
2007, and the special meetings held 
November 15, 29 and December 11, 
2007. 

Accepted 14 new members for 
service. 

Canceled 14 members no Ion- 
ger receiving service. 

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $30,788.08. 

Accepted the disbursement list 

for the month of November 2007. 
Approved the financial and 

maintenance reports for the month 
of November 2007 as presented by 
Gen. Mgr. Meng. 

Heard a report by Trustee Lo- 
gan concerning the AIEC financials. 

Approved policy # 900-1 in 
the form as presented. 

Approved write offs for De¬ 
cember 2007 in the amount of 
$1,211.86. 

Distributed the revised rate 
schedules for January 1, 2008. 

Informed of upcoming Board 
training. 

Reviewed, Discussed and Ap¬ 
proved purchasing four Automated 
External Defibrillator devices. 

Reviewed the press release and 
letter to SIPC. 

Adjournment. 

Our office will be 
closed in honor of 

Good Friday 
on Friday. March 21. 

Spring Forward 
Daylight savings time begins Sunday. March 9. 

Don’t forget to move your clocks one hour ahead. 
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High School Juniors Con Win a Trip to Washington, D.C 

More than 275 students and chap¬ 

erones, representing 27 electric 

and telephone cooperatives are ex¬ 

pected in Springfield on Wednesday, 

April 9, for Illinois Electric and Tele¬ 

phone Cooperative Youth Day activi¬ 

ties. Throughout the day, students 

will visit the State Capitol, where they 

will meet with their local legislators 

and spend much of the morning learn¬ 

ing about the legislative process and 

tour the Supreme Court. Students will 

also tour the Abraham Lincoln Presi¬ 

dential Museum and the Old State 

Capitol in downtown Springfield. 

Following the full day’s schedule, 

several co-ops will be judging the 

participating students to select the 

winners for the “Youth to Washing¬ 

ton” trip. Each co-op will use different 

methods to select its students, so be 

sure to contact your local co-op for 

more information. 

During the week of June 13-20, 

2008, the electric and telephone 

cooperatives in Illinois and across the 

United States sponsor groups of young 

people on the “Youth to Washington” 

program. During the week in the 

nation’s capital, these students get an 

up-close look at democracy in action 

and get to meet with their congressio¬ 

nal delegation and staff. 

The “Youth to Washington” trip 

is a unique experience that offers 

students the opportunity to meet new 

friends, create lifelong memories, and 

have a blast while learning about the 

foundation of our nation. Participants 

return with a deeper respect for our 

country, individual opportunity, and a 

better understanding of the political 

traditions that move America forward. 

It is truly an opportunity of a lifetime. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future 

leaders have been introduced to gov¬ 

ernment and the legislative process 

through this program. Many alumni of 

the program have gone on to leader¬ 

ship positions in our communities and 

government. 

This all-expense paid trip to 

Washington, D.C. is well organized 

with good chaperones and is recog¬ 

“This trip has truly changed my life...” said Jana Bonifacius, center, one of five 

students who posed abovie in front of the Washington Monument during the 2007 

Youth Tour. From left are Tisha Thompson, Aaron Sellers, Jana, Brooke Saline and 

Tiffany Elliot. 

nized as a phenomenal experience for 

any youth. Participants will tour the 

nation’s capital, its monuments and 

museums and the battlefield at Get¬ 

tysburg, PA. 

Last year, more than 60 students 

won trips through 27 electric and tele¬ 

phone cooperatives in Illinois. 

Don’t delay - deadlines are near. 

Take advantage of the opportunity 

your electric or telephone cooperative 

is offering. If a student is interested in 

going on the trip and is not selected by 

a co-op, the cost will be $1,100 to join 

the tour. Interested students should 

contact their local co-op for eligibility. 

For more information, contact 

your guidance counselor, local elec¬ 

tric cooperative or Linda Comstock 

at 217-241-7914 or e-mail at Icom- 

stock@aiec.coop. You can also visit 

our Web site, www.aiec.coop. Just 

click on Youth Programs and the link 

to www.youthtour.coop. If you are an 

alum of the tour, please contact us at 

the above e-mail address. 

Here is a note from Jana Bonifa¬ 

cius of Cowden, 111., 2007 participant 

sponsored by Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 

tive, “The 2007 ‘Youth to Washington 

Tour’ was one of the most educational 

and best experiences of my life! Some 

of my closest friendships resulted from 

being a part of the trip. This trip has 

truly changed my mind on what I 

want to become when I am older. If I 

could, I would go back to Washington, 

D.C. with the ‘Youth to Washington’ 

kids and do all the same things again!” 

Clay Electric 
Co-operative, Inc. 

7784 Old Hwy. 

RO. Box 517 

Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 

800-582-9012 v 

hours: 

00 p.m. 
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Introducing Chris $ Kendra Beckett & Cooperative Care Planning Services 
Dear Clay Electric Co-op Member, 

As a community service, Clay Electric Cooperative is providing dependable informa¬ 
tion on planning for your future and retirement needs. 

Many of us don’t like to think about getting older, or even think that we will grow 
old. However, it is important to begin preparing for the probability that as we age, we 
will need help performing routine tasks such as bathing or dressing1. 

Unfortunately, the truth is that there is a 50/502 chance that you will need to utilize 
some type of long-term care assistance, whether it be home health care, assisted 
living, adult day care, or even a nursing home, in our later years. Although this is a 
normal part of aging, most people do not plan adequately, or at all. Since the aver¬ 
age Long Term Care stay can cost $60,0003 a year, this can create a crisis for many 
American families today! 

The United States government has launched a public awareness campaign called 
“Own Your Future.*” The goal of this campaign is to inform the public of the extreme 
importance of pre-need planning before and during retirement, concerning health 
care and care giving. You may review the government program at www.aoa.gov/LTC/ 
index.asp. 

In order to maintain concern for the community, member/owners are invited to 
participate in the same voluntary program that Clay Electric Co-operative has 
made available to its employees, retirees, and directors. The goal of this program is 
to educate member/owners about Long Term Care needs, so that they can avoid the 
devastation of the #1 financial burden facing Middle America today! 

As a member/owner of Clay Electric Cooperative you are offered this coverage at 
a discounted rate. Please contact Cooperative Care Planning Services for your free 
guide or to simply get more information. Long Term Care needs are best met when 
they are planned for ahead of time1. Take advantage, today, of this incredible pro¬ 
gram that is being offered to co-op members across the country. 

Sincerely, 

am 

Kendra Beckett 
CCPS Field Representative 

Chris Beckett 
CCPS Field Representative 

Please visit 
cooperativecareplanning.com 

Call 1-800-252-9910 
For More Information 

And 
Your Free Guide 

<5 n 
'%/G 

. National Rural Electric 
' Cooperative Association 

w mmbmhtybt NRECA J> 

Kendra R. Beckett 
D. Chris Beckett 
Cooperative Care Planning Services 
Field Representative 

End notes: 

1 http://www.aoa.gov/ltc/state_info.asp 
2 Wall Street Journal, 27 Dec. 2005. 

3 2005 MetLife Market Summary of Nursing Home and Health Care 

Costs. 

Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc. 

Please send me my free Paying for Health 
Care in Retirement Guide. 

I would like a Free, No Pressure Consultation 
from a Cooperative Care Planning Rep. 

Name: Age:   
Spouse: Age:   

Address: 

Telephone: 
City: 

Mail To: 2341 West White Oaks Drive, Springfield, IL 62704 
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AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 
Free to join 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 number, for $1 a month, same low rate 
Free calling cards 12.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 
Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 
6 second increment billing 
Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications. Utilizing the 
Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier). 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance 
services available. 

Personal 
800 NUMBER 

Same low rate 

LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 

L( III V 1 1 
i 

E S i! 
■ I 
l 

Hflf] 
1 M»T*i1 mmi 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, R0. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 

Name 

Street 

City  State Zip. 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ). 

□ Travel Cards (initials) Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CIA 

Date Customer Signature_ 

Referred By:  Phone # or Acct. # 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 6 



Tree Trimming 
Why it's necessary 

Take a look at the photo above. 
This tree was definitely planted 

in the wrong place and you can see 
clearly why it had to be trimmed. 
Help us out by not planting trees 
under or near our lines. If your trees 
and nearby power lines tangle, you 
can bet that trees will win the match 
and your power will go out. That’s 
why your co-op has a right-of-way 

tree trimming program. 
Your co-op provides electricity 

across thousands of miles of power 
lines. And trees surround many of 
those lines. 

Winds blow and tree branches 
rub against lines and cause your 
lights to blink. Three blinks in short 

succession and your power goes 
out until someone at the co-op can 
investigate. Or limbs break off in 
strong winds or due to ice storms 
and crash onto lines, causing fuses 
to blow or breakers to trip. And 
worse case sceneries, trees can tum¬ 
ble down and take out the power 
line and pole nearby, as well as cause 
damage to others down the line. 

We can’t always predict which 
trees will do what. But we can do 
our best to identify trees that are 
likely to fall and branches that are 
too close to lines. Then we can do 
something about it. 

We need to keep the right of 
way of lines clear, not just for you, 

but for your neighbors as well. And 
a clear right of way is also easier 
for linemen to access and fix other 
problems that may occur. 

That’s why we prune trees. We 
use safe cutting methods that are 
not damaging to the tree’s health. 
Some co-ops use contract crews 
while others have their own team 
of tree trimming professionals. Call 
your co-op today to find out their 
tree trimming schedule and who will 
be performing the work. 

And remember co-ops seek 
to provide you with safe, reliable 
service year round. Tree trimming is 
just one more tool to achieve this. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • April 2008 



Board meeting report 
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
January 28, 2008 

rustees present were: Frank 
Czyzewski, Loren Dunigan, Frank 

Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob Pierson, 
Howard Poehler, Richard Rudolph!, 
Danny Schnepper and Greg Smith. 
Also present were Executive Vice 
President/ General Manager John 
Meng and cooperative Attorney Tyra 
Cycholl. Special Guest was Norman 
Conrad, General Counsel for the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
ative’s (AIEC). The invocation was 
given by Trustee Smith. 

Guest Speaker Norman Conrad 
presented a variety of topics includ¬ 
ing Renewable Energy and Coal 
Technology. Mr. Conrad then left the 
meeting. 

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held December 17, 
2007, and the special meeting held 
on January 18, 2008 

Accepted 11 new members for 
service. 

Canceled 9 members no longer 
receiving service. 

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $102,991.56. 

Accepted the disbursement list 
for the month of December 2007. 
Approved the financial and mainte¬ 
nance reports for the month of De¬ 
cember, 2007 as presented by Gen. 
Mgr. Meng. 

Heard a report by Trustee Lo¬ 
gan concerning the recent AIEC 

HowTo  
Plant Trees That Save You Energy 

In addition to adding beauty 
and value to your home, properly 
planted trees can block the sun and 
wind, saving energy. 

y Plant deciduous trees on the south 
and west sides of your home. 

They will block 70-80 percent 
of the summer sun’s radiation, help¬ 
ing cool your home up to 3 to 6 de¬ 
grees. And they will allow the sun’s 
rays to shine through the empty 
branches in the winter, helping to 
heat your home. 

y Plant evergreens on the north side. 
The sun never shines from the 

north in the winter, so planting ev¬ 
ergreens on the north or northwest 
side of your home can block bitter 
winter winds. Plant evergreens away 
from your home at a distance of two 
to five times the mature height of 
the tree. 

Plant a tree that will shade your 
air conditioner or heat pump unit. 

This can improve your air 
conditioner’s efficiency up to 10 per¬ 
cent in peak high temperatures. Do 
not plant anything that will block 
the airflow to your air conditioner or 
heat pump. 

Remember: 
Always call 
JULIE at 811 
before you dig. 

And ne';er Knowwhars belOW. 
plant tall trees Call before you dig. 
near power 
lines. Call your electric cooperative 
if you have questions about what 
types of trees to plant, or visit www. 
arborday.org. If you’d like to hire a 
professional landscaper, call the Il¬ 
linois Nurseryman’s Association at 
217-525-6222 for a list of local land¬ 
scaping experts. 

meeting and a strategic planning 
meeting. 

Approved policy # 800-4 in the 
form as presented. 

Reviewed and Approved the 
2008 proposed budget. 

Approved changing the date of 
the February meeting to February 21, 
2008. 

Informed of upgrades to be 
made at the Sailor Springs substa¬ 
tion. 

Presented with the 2008 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
(SIPC) board meeting schedule. 

Updated on the Annual Coop¬ 
erative Audit. 

Reviewed the rate adjustment 
and the explanation letter that will 
go out to all members. 

Informed of the recent training 
given to all employees on CPR and 
Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED) instruction by the AIEC. 
Instructed on the use of the new 
AED located in the cooperative of¬ 
fice. 

Adjournment. 

Clay Electric 
Co-operative^ Inc. 

7784 Old Hwy. b 
R0. Box517 \ 

Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 

800-582-9012 v 

hours: 

•00 p.m. 

.   
■'■'/AA-: 
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Kendra Beckett 
CCPS Field Representative 

Introducing Chris & Kendra Beckett & Cooperative Care Planning Services 
Dear Clay Electric Co-op Member, 

As a community service, Clay Electric Cooperative is providing dependable informa¬ 
tion on planning for your future and retirement needs. 

Many of us don’t like to think about getting older, or even think that we will grow 
old. However, it is important to begin preparing for the probability that as we age, we 
will need help performing routine tasks such as bathing or dressing1. 

Unfortunately, the truth is that there is a 50/502 chance that you will need to utilize 
some type of long-term care assistance, whether it be home health care, assisted 
living, adult day care, or even a nursing home, in our later years. Although this is a 
normal part of aging, most people do not plan adequately, or at all. Since the aver¬ 
age Long Term Care stay can cost $60,0003 a year, this can create a crisis for many 
American families today! 

The United States government has launched a public awareness campaign called 
“Own Your Future.*” The goal of this campaign is to inform the public of the extreme 
importance of pre-need planning before and during retirement, concerning health 
care and care giving. You may review the government program at www.aoa.gov/LTC/ 
index.asp. 

In order to maintain concern for the community, member/owners are invited to 
participate in the same voluntary program that Clay Electric Co-operative has 
made available to its employees, retirees, and directors. The goal of this program is 
to educate member/owners about Long Term Care needs, so that they can avoid the 
devastation of the #1 financial burden facing Middle America today! 

As a member/owner of Clay Electric Cooperative you are offered this coverage at 
a discounted rate. Please contact Cooperative Care Planning Services for your free 
guide or to simply get more information. Long Term Care needs are best met when 
they are planned for ahead of time1. Take advantage, today, of this incredible pro¬ 
gram that is being offered to co-op members across the country. 

Sincerely, 

1 

Chris Beckett 
CCPS Field Representative 

Please visit 
cooperativecareplanning.com 

Call 1-800-252-9910 
For More Information 

And 
Your Free Guide 

. National Rural Electric 
' Cooperative Association 

A Qupm'ivr 

■rnhrrthip In NREC/\ .Axs nm tignify an mbmemem 

Kendra R. Beckett 
D. Chris Beckett 
Cooperative Care Planning Services 
Field Representative 

End notes: 

1 h ttp: //www. aoa. gov/ltc/s t a te_info .asp 

2 Wall Street Journal, 27 Dec. 2005. 

3 2005 MetLife Market Summary of Nursing Home and Health Care 

Costs. 

w Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc. 

Please send me my free Paying for Health 
Care in Retirement Guide. 

I would like a Free, No Pressure Consultation 
from a Cooperative Care Planning Rep. 

Name: Age:   
Spouse: Age:   

Address: 
Telephone: 

City: 

Mail To: 2341 West White Oaks Drive, Springfield, IL 62704 

April 2008 



calls in Illinois » 

All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

• Free to join 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 number, for $1 a month, same low rate 
• Free calling cards 12.9( per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
• Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 
• 6 second increment billing 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications. Utilizing the 
Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier). 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance 
services available. 

LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 

AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 

i 

Name  f 

Street  I 

City State Zip     K  | 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  □ Travel Cards (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service [ 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  1 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial [ 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only 11 

on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the ' 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CLA 

I Customer Signature Date  | 

Referred By: Phone # or Acct. # | 

i 1 
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Board meeting report 
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
February 21, 2008 

Trustees present were: Frank Czyzewski, 

Loren Dunigan, Frank Herman, Kevin 

Logan, Bob Pierson, Howard Poehler, 

Richard Rudolphi, Danny Schnepper and 

Greg Smith. Also present were Executive 

Vice President/ General Manager John 

Meng, and Cooperative Attorney Tyra Cy- 

choll. The invocation was given by Trustee 

Herman. 

Approved the minutes of the regular 

meeting held January 28, 2008. 

Accepted 6 new members for service. 

Canceled 11 members no longer receiving 

service. 

Approved work orders in the amount 

of $27,482.17. 

Accepted the disbursement list for the 

month of January, 2008. 

Approved the financial and mainte¬ 

nance reports for the month of January, 

2008 as presented by Gen. Mgr. Meng. 

Heard a report by Trustee Logan concern¬ 

ing the AIEC financials as no meeting was 

held in February. 

Opened bids on a Cooperative vehicle and 

Approved the bid of Dave Hinterscher 

in the amount of $3,655.00 

Updated on upcoming Annual NRECA 

meeting. 

Resolved the 2008 Clay Electric Coop¬ 

erative Annual Meeting of Members will 

be held Thursday September 4, 2008. 

Reviewed the cost of the storms that 

occurred January 29, Febmary 5, and Feb- 

ruary 17, 2008 

Appointed John Meng as Voting Del¬ 

egate and Doug Hockman as Alternate for 

the Illinois Cooperative Workers Com¬ 

pensation Group (ICWCG) and Rochdale 

Services, Inc. (RSI) Annual Meetings. 

Reviewed, Discussed, and Approved 

policy # 200-11 regarding Supplemental 

Assistance program. 

Reviewed, Discussed, and Approved 

Policy # 200-10 regarding Renewable Ener¬ 

gy Resources and Coal Tech Development. 

Reviewed, Discussed, and Approved 

Policy # 600-3 regarding Policy for Inter¬ 

connection and Distributed Generation. 

Reviewed, Discussed, and Approved 

Policy 600-2 regarding Net Metering. 

Informed of upcoming Board Meeting 

and Annual Meeting of Southern Illinois 

Power Cooperative (SIPC). 

Reminded of March and April Board 

Meetings and times. 

Reviewed Legislative update from Don 

Wood, Vice President of Government Re¬ 

lations at AIEC. 

Advised of Safety Report; Jim Nevel, 

Manager of Regulatory Compliance at 

AIEC assisted with the OSHA reports and 

the PCB Annual Reports. Ken Macken, 

Manager of Safety and Loss Control AIEC 

provided CPR, First Aid, and Automated 

External Defibrillator (AED) training, and 

Barb Tackitt, Clay County Health Depart¬ 

ment conducted an information session 

on Medical Self Care. 

Informed of upcoming Legislative 

Conference. 

Adjournment. 

Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc. 
7784 Old Hwy. 50, RO. Box 517, Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 *800-582-9012 

Office hours: 
7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • January 2008 



This pole was just blown over with the weight of the ice and the ground being so saturated with water. 

Photo by Dave Flynn, Journeyman, Lineman, at Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative. 

Some poles just snapped off under the weight of the ice and winds combined. Photo by Dave Flynn, Jour¬ 

neyman, Lineman, at Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative. 

61 •M ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



This shows the ice build-up on the lines. The downed lines are a result of the heavy load of ice and the 

winds causing the “Galloping” of the lines. Photo by Dave Flynn, Journeyman, Lineman, at Rural Electric 

Convenience Cooperative. 

00 

Ice built up on everything including this breaker and line hardware causing numerous outages. Photo by 

Dave Flynn, Journeyman, Lineman, at Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • January 2008 ( 



LONG DISTANCl SERVICE 

L If fl IT SI 1 
AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

calls in Illinois » 
All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
• Free to join 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 number, for $1 a month, same low rate 
• Free calling cards 12.9$ per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
• Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications. Utilizing the 
Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier). 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance 
services available. 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free - 1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, II62839 

Name 

Street 

City  State Zip. 

□ Travel Cards (initials) 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( 

Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from ail long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CLA 

Customer Signature Date  

Referred By:_ Phone # or Acct. # 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Youth to Washington Winners 
Winners of the 2008 Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives Youth 
To Washington trip representing 
Clay Electric Cooperative are Maria 
Buhrmann of Louisville and Ben Put- 
brese of Xenia. 

Maria is a Junior at North Clay 
High School. Her plans after High 
School are to attend Olney Central 
College for 2 years then transfer to 
Eastern Illinois University. She will be 
majoring in Elementary and/or High 
School Science education. She is the 
daughter of John and Julie Buhrmann. 

Ben is a Junior at 
Flora High School. He 
is planning on joining 
the Army or Navy after 
High School and would 
eventually like to become 
a legislature. His parents 
are Mike and Emily Put- 
brese. 

The students will 
join other winning stu¬ 
dents on the trip June 
13-20. 

Ben Pufbrese and Maria Buhrmann. 

Board meeting report 
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
March 25, 2008 

Trustees present were: Frank 
Czyzewski, Loren Dunigan, Frank 

Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob Pierson, 
Howard Poehler, Richard Rudolphi, 
Danny Schnepper and Greg Smith. 
Also present were Executive Vice 
President/ General Manager John 
Meng, Cooperative Attorney Tyra Cy- 
choll, special guests Duane Mercer, of 
London Witte Group and Ginger Wil¬ 
liams, Cooperative Bookkeeper. 

The invocation was given by 
Trustee Dunigan. 

Reviewed and Discussed the 
Cooperative Audit Report as present¬ 
ed by Duane Mercer of the London 
Witte Group. After the presentation 
Duane Mercer and Ginger Williams 
left the meeting. 

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held February 21, 
2008. 

Accepted 9 new members for 
service. 

Canceled 10 members no longer 
receiving service. 

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $51,142.95. 

Accepted the disbursement list 
for the month of February, 2008. 

Approved the financial and 
maintenance reports for the month of 
February, 2008 as presented by Gen. 
Mgr. Meng. 

Heard a report by Trustee Logan 
concerning the recent AIEC board 
meeting. 

Reviewed and discussed the 

recent Ice Storm damage to the Co¬ 
operative system. 

Updated on the Clay County 
Water project. 

Discussed the upcoming 2008 
Clay Electric Cooperative Annual 
Meeting of Members which will be 
held Thursday September 4, 2008 at 
Charlie Brown Park Fairgrounds. 

Informed of the next Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative (SIPC) 
regular board meeting and Annual 
Meeting. 

Heard and Approved a report 
on the retirement of Capital Credits 
pursuant to Cooperative policy to the 
estates of 3 deceased members. 

Adjournment. 
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Electrical Storms Can Be Deadly 
Safe Electricity Offers Tips for Lightning Safety Awareness Week June 22-28 

£ £ I ightning never strikes twice 
tin the same place.” “You have 

more of a chance of getting struck 
by lightning.” These often-repeated 
sayings give the impression that 
lightning strikes are extremely rare 
- predictable and avoidable. This 
idea, however, is wrong. 

Although seemingly less 
dangerous, lightning kills more 
people per year than either tornados 
or hurricanes and causes billions 
of dollars in damage. Given these 
statistics, it’s extremely important to 
take lightning seriously and to stay 
educated on lightning safety. 

“Plan outdoor activities around 
the weather and be prepared to 
seek shelter if the weather turns 
threatening.” says Molly Hall, Safe 
Electricity Executive Director. “If 
thunderstorms and lightning are 
approaching, the safest location 
is indoors away from doors and 
windows. Avoid water, electric 
appliances and other objects that 
could conduct electricity, and use 
only cordless or cell phones to make 
emergency calls.” 

Phone use is the leading cause 
of indoor lightning injuries in the 
US. A direct strike is not necessary 
for lightning voltage to enter your 
home through phone lines, electrical 
wires, cables and plumbing. 

Other recommendations to 
avoid lightning shock and damage 
indoors include: 

■ Turn off and unplug appli¬ 
ances well before a storm nears 
- never during. 

■ Stay away from electrical 
outlets, appliances, computers, 
power tools and TV sets. Take 
off headsets and stop playing 
video games. 

■ Avoid water and contact 
with piping, including sinks, 
baths and faucets. Don’t wash 
dishes, shower or bathe during a 

thunderstorm. Also avoid 
washers and dryers since 
they not only connect 
with the plumbing and 
electrical systems, but also 
contain an electrical path 
from the outside through 
the dryer vent. 

■ Do not lie on the con¬ 
crete floor of a garage as 
it likely contains a wire 
mesh. 

■ Basements typically are 
a safe place to go during 
thunderstorms, but avoid 
concrete walls that may 
contain metal rebar. 

Lightning can strike up 
to 10 miles from the area in 
which it is raining. This means 
that if you can hear thunder, you’re 
within striking distance. A good idea 
is to use the ‘30-30 Rule’. According 
to this rule, if you count less than 
30 seconds between a lightning flash 
and the thunder following it, you 
should seek shelter from the storm. 
When the storm is over, wait thirty 
minutes after the last lightning strike 
you see before going back outside. 

If caught outdoors during a 
thunderstorm and unable to take 
shelter in a building, take the follow¬ 
ing precautions: 

■ Try to take shelter in a vehicle 
with a solid metal roof. Close 
the windows and avoid contact 
with electrical conducting 
paths, such as the steering 
wheel, ignition, gear shifter, or 
radio. 

■ Avoid water, high ground or 
open spaces. 

■ Do not seek shelter under tall, 
solitary trees; canopies; small 
picnic or rain shelters; or in any 
open-frame vehicles such as 
jeeps, convertibles, golf carts, 
tractors or mowers. 

If you are outside and your skin 
tingles or you hear crackling sounds, 
this could signal that lightning is 
about to strike. Drop immediately 
into a crouching position and make 
yourself as small as possible with 
minimal contact with the ground. 

If a person is struck by light¬ 
ning, call 911 and care for the victim 
immediately. You are not in danger 
of being electrocuted by the victim. 

More information on lightning 
safety can be found at the Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Web site at www. 
lightningsafety.noaa.gov. Also visit 
www.SafeElectricity.org for more 
electrical safety information. 

■ Do not stand near power, light 
or flag poles, machinery, fences, 
gates, metal bleachers or even 
other people. If you are in a 
group, spread out so that you 
are at least 20 feet apart. 



When you go on a summer va¬ 
cation, you may assume that 

your home will use less kilowatt- 
hours (kWh) while you’re gone 
and your next bill will be lower. 
But often, your home continues to 
run as normal, even though you’re 
not there. Sometimes bills are even 
higher after vacations because of 
the preparations before the trip and 
the mountains of laundry to do after 
returning home. 

Follow these seven steps to 
prepare your home for your vacation 
and see a decrease in kWh while 
you’re gone. 
■ If you’re going on an extended 
trip, empty your refrigerator, unplug 
it and leave the door open to pre¬ 
vent mildew. If you’re going a short 
trip keep in mind that it costs more 
to operate refrigerators and freezers 
that are only partially filled. 
■ If you have a pool, shorten the 
time your pool filter and automatic 
cleaner runs since you won’t be 
swimming. 

■ If you have a waterbed, unplug 
the heater, or at least lower the tem¬ 
perature 10 degrees. 
■ Install a compact fluorescent 
bulb into a lamp you set with a timer 
to turn on at night for a few hours 
for added home security. Leaving the 
lamp on all day will waste energy. 
■ Your water heater will continue 
to heat the water in its tank to the 
set temperature. Turn the tempera¬ 
ture to the lowest setting and leave 
yourself a reminder to turn it back 
up when you return. 
Unplug all electronic devices before 
you go. Computers, DVD players, 
TVs and CD players all use electric¬ 
ity even when they are turned off. 
You’ll have to reset any digital clocks 
when you return, but you’ll save 
money while you’re gone. Keep in 
mind, though, that some appliances 
may need to be kept running, like 
sump pumps and security lights. 
Finally, turn your thermostat to 85 
degrees. If you have a programmable 
thermostat be sure to turn it to the 

manual, hold or vacation setting 
before you leave so the temperature 
remains the same. This will enable 
your air conditioner to keep the 
humidity out of your house while 
not having to run as much to keep 
it cool. 

Clay Electric 
Co-operative, Inc 

7784 Old Hwy. 50 

R0. Box 517 

Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 



LONGDISTANCE SERVICE 

lOW RATES! 
All calls in Illinois 

All calls out of state 

AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
• Free to join 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 number, for $1 a month, same low rate 
• Free calling cards 12.9( per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
• Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications. Utilizing the 
Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier). 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance 
services available. 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 

Name 

Street  

City State Zip  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  □ Travel Cards (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CD\ 

I Customer Signature Date  . 

| Referred By: Phone # or Acct. # i 

i 1 
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CLAY ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 

618-662-2171* 800-582-9012 
FLORA, ILLINOIS 

NEWS 

Board meeting report 
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
April 28, 2008 

Trustees present were: Frank 
Czyzewski, Loren Dunigan, Frank 

Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob Pierson, 
Howard Poehler, Richard Rudolphi, 
Danny Schnepper and Greg Smith. 
Also present were Executive Vice 
President/ General Manager John 
Meng, Cooperative Attorney Tyra 
Cycholl. 

The invocation was given by 
Trustee Schnepper. 

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held March 25, 
2008. 

Accepted 14 new members for 
service. 

Canceled 9 members no longer 
receiving service. 

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $41,519.59. 

Accepted the disbursement list 
for the month of March, 2008. 

Approved the financial and 
maintenance reports for the month 
of March, 2008 as presented by Gen. 
Mgr. Meng. 

Heard a report by Trustee Lo¬ 
gan concerning the recent AIEC 
board meeting. 

Approved the Auditor Agree¬ 
ment with London Witte Group 
through 2010. 

Reviewed the transmission 
charges for the quarter. 

Approved moving the May 
board meeting one day later and the 
June board meeting one week later. 

Approved the Federated Insur¬ 
ance renewal. 

Discussed the Verizon situation 
regarding additional phone lines 
to Cooperative Response Center 
(CRC) for outage notification. 

Approved upgrading the Coop¬ 
erative radio system. 

Reviewed the rate comparisons. 
Informed of the upcoming Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 
(AIEC) Annual Meeting. 

Reminded of upcoming South¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative 

| (SIPC) board meeting. 

Reviewed and Discussed the 
SIPC agreement and membership 
documents. 

Updated on the Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC) Finan¬ 
cial Forecast. 

Heard and Approved a report 
on the retirement of Capital Credits 
pursuant to Cooperative policy to 
the estates ot 4 deceased members. 

Reviewed literature regarding 
coal power plants and intervention 
by the Sierra Club, the Freetricity 
ad, the Ameren Annual Meeting, 
and the yearly AIEC Calendar. 

Adjournment. 

Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc. 
7784 Old Hwy. 50, R0. Box 517, Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 *800-582-9012 

Office hours: 
7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
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Cmnnle Letter to Federal Legislators 
c„„ ,1*...... w~ “ d” “.-.IS"" i'i"” 
sion for each legislator, s g ffice. 701 North Court 

St., Marion, 1L ^ 
IL 62704. 

Dear Senator (or RePrese"‘ Co^Etetric Cooperative headS“ f there are at least nine 
As a member/owner of C^Y County My understandmg *s rirat^ ^ from 

writing regarding federa c i Congress. Almost a o proposals to lessen 
such bills currently P“dmg bf°« ' coal-fired plant, and 1 favor cosrieffect™ p any 

our Cooperative is general d f handj 1 strongly °PPos="and ® ^ lude unrealistic time' 
greenhouse gas emissions. On the ot significantly, and which ^ou d 1^” car ' —' ' 
U that would -necessarily increas^ ^ ^ tecU ^ to achieve 

„ „.i» *32SS£S»-. 
nologies, and give “e economy and not simply electric gener ^ Global legislation should cover the^ ^ ^ ^ ^ doUar amounts m the ^ ^ ^ to compete in 
emissions from ot er j jarly China does not, we ns Therefore, it is critical 

warming and other nat““’ P on Global warming wil be neg ig ■ ; if,cant impacts-1 

of higher electricity rates. 1 urge you t0 only support 

having to dramatically raise rates. 

Sincerely, 

(your signature ) 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Keep the date September 4, 2008 open for the Annual Meeting of Members of Clay Electric Co'Op- 
erative, Inc. Your Annual Meeting will be held at the fairground area of Charley Brown Park, west 

of Flora on Old Hwy 50. The registration and meal will begin at 5:30 p.m. and the business meeting 
will start at 7 p.m. 

This year’s entertainment will be provided by The Leib’s. Come and enjoy the food, fellowship 
and entertainment at your 64th Annual Meeting! 

ANNUAL MUTING TIME IS NEAR 



AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

All calls out of state 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 

Street 

City State Zip  ' 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  □ Travel Cards (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  | 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial | 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only i 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the ' 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CLA 

Customer Signature Date . 

Referred By: Phone # or Acct. # i 

 i 

Name 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications. Utilizing the 
Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier). 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance 
services available. 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
• Free to join 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 number, for $1 a month, same low rate 
• Free calling cards 12.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
• Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 

L 
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CLAY ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 

618-662-2171 • 800-582-9012 
FLORA, ILLINOIS 

EWS 
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Board meeting report 
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
May 27, 2008 Trustees present were: Frank 

Czyzewski, Loren Dunigan, Frank 
Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob Pierson, 
Howard Poehler, Richard Rudolphi, 
Danny Schnepper and Greg Smith. 
Also present were Executive Vice 
President/ General Manager John 
Meng, Cooperative Attorney Tyra 
Cycholl. 

The invocation was given by 
Trustee Logan. 

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held April 28, 2008. 

Accepted 13 new members for 
service. 

Canceled 20 members no longer 
receiving service. 

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $38,413.03. 

Accepted the disbursement list 
for the month of April, 2008. 

Approved the financial and 
maintenance reports for the month of 
April, 2008 as presented by Gen. Mgr. 
Meng. 

Reviewed the Financial Trending 
Analysis. 

Heard a report by Trustee Logan 
concerning the recent AIEC board 
meeting. 

Appointed the nominating com¬ 
mittees for Districts IV, V, & VII. 

Appointed Trustee Pierson as 
Voting Representative and Trustee 
Herman as Alternate for the upcom¬ 
ing AIEC Annual Meeting. 

Appointed Trustee Logan as 
Director and Trustee Rudolphi as Al¬ 

ternate Director for the AIEC. 
Reviewed the SIPC wholesale 

power contract and membership 
agreement. 

Heard and Approved a report 
on the retirement of Capital Credits 
pursuant to Cooperative policy to the 
estate of 1 deceased member. 

Reviewed literature regarding 
climate change. 

Updated on summer part-time 
help, tree trimming/spraying program, 
and worker’s compensation. 

Reviewed newspaper articles and 
advertisements regarding the “Our 
Energy Our Future” program. 

Adjournment. 

64th Annual Meeting of members 
The Clay Electric Cooperative 64th annual meeting of members 

will be held Thursday Sept. 4, at Charley Brown Park fairgrounds 
on Old Hwy 50 west of Flora. 

• The registration and meal begins at 5:30 p.m. 
• And the business meeting starts at 7 p.m. 
• A pork chop or chicken dinner will be provided. 
• Entertainment by the local southern gospel group “The Lieb’s.” 
• There will be a drawing for a $100.00 Bill credit to one lucky 

member in attendance. 
• A $10.00 bill credit will be given to each member that regis¬ 

ters at the meeting. 
• There will be a mini health fair, information booths on long 

distance phone service, area heating and cooling dealers, and 
the air evac lifeteam, and great prizes! 

If you are a current member of Clay Electric Cooperative 
please come and participate in your annual meeting. 

The Leib Family has a rich heritage and 
deep love hr Southern Gospel Music. 
The group is comprised of father Harold, 
mother Ruth Ann and three of their sons 
Phil, Jason, and Curtis. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • August 2008 



As students make their treks to 

campuses nationwide, whether 

into dorm rooms or apartments, it 

is imperative that they first learn 

about electrical safety. Often times 

students innocently plug in all of 

the typical college tools - study 

lamps, laptops, TVs, stereos, groom¬ 

ing and other electrical devices 

- unaware of the potential dangers. 

Rather than chance a mishap that 

could be avoided, be sure that your 
student is educated on safe appli¬ 

ance use and precautions against 

electrical hazards. 

In its most recent report, the 

National Fire Protection Associa¬ 

tion estimates that U.S. fire depart¬ 

ments respond to an average of 

2,460 fires in dormitories, fraterni¬ 

ties, sororities and barracks each 

year. “Sadly, the tragic results culmi¬ 

nate in an average of five deaths, 73 

injuries and $29.4 million in direct 

property damage per year,” says 

Molly Hall, Executive Director of 

the Safe Electricity program. 

“The limited number of electri¬ 

cal outlets in student rooms tempt 

many to use multiple extension 

cords and power strips, which can 

cause cords to overheat, creating 

shock and fire hazards,” warns Hall. 

“Student residences crammed with 

books, papers and bedding can al¬ 

low the smallest spark to quickly 

become a blaze.” 

Safety steps to prevent and 

reduce the risk of electrical fires in 

student housing include: 

• Purchase and use only UL-rated 

electrical appliances and power cords 

• Do not overload extension 

cords, power strips or outlets. 

• Never use extension cords on a 

continuous basis; they serve as tem¬ 
porary solutions only. 

• Use power strips with an over- 

current protector that will shut off 

power automatically if there is too 

much current being drawn. 

• Never tack or nail an electri¬ 

cal cord to any surface, or run cords 

across traffic paths, under rugs or 

furniture. 

• Use light bulbs with the correct 

wattage for lamps. If no indication 

is on the product, do not use a bulb 

with more than 60 watts. 

• Keep all electrical appliances and 

cords safely away from bedding, cur¬ 

tains and other flammable material. 

• Make sure outlets around sinks 

are GFCI equipped before use. 

• Unplug small household ap¬ 

pliances when not in use and all 

electronics when away for extended 

periods. 

Older wiring in student hous¬ 

ing and apartments may not be able 

to handle the increased electrical 

demand of today’s college student. If 

use of an appliance frequently causes 

power to trip off, or if its power cord 

or the outlet feels hot, the appliance 

should be disconnected immediately 

and the condition reported to the 

landlord or campus housing staff. 

A fire escape plan is essential 

for every student and it is important 
to know evacuation procedures 

and emergency exit locations in 

the event of a fire. Smoke detec¬ 

tors should never be disabled, nor 

should fire alarms ever be ignored 

or taken casually as a drill. If a fire 

alarm sounds, calmly and quickly 

follow practiced procedures and im¬ 

mediately exit the building. Doors 

should be closed when leaving to 

prevent fire spread. 

“It is important to remind and 

stress to students that in the event 

of a fire, follow safety procedures 

and get out of harm’s way immedi¬ 

ately,” remarked Member Services 

Director Doug Hockman. “Property 

and valuables can be replaced, but 

lives cannot.” 

For more fire and electrical 

safety information, visit the Safe- 

Electricity.org Web site. 

61 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Replace a Light Switch 
You can save energy by installing 

dimmer or motion sensor light 

switches. Here’s how to change your 

light switch, whether for energy 

savings, or even just to change your 

decor color or style. 

1. Turn off the circuit breaker to 

cut power to the switch you are 

going to change. Put a note on 

the circuit breaker to prevent 

someone from resetting it be¬ 

fore you’re ready. Double check 

that power has been cut to 

the switch. If the light switch 

shares an electrical box with an 

outlet, make sure the power to 

the outlet is disconnected too 

before beginning. 

2. Remove the switch cover plate. 

3. Remove the screws holding the 

switch in place and pull it out 

of the wall. 

4- Make note of where the wires 
are attached to the switch by 

drawing a template or marking 

the wires with tape. 

5. Remove the wires by unscrew¬ 

ing the screws holding them in 

place. 

6. Unless your home is very old, 

all of your switches will have a 

green screw on one end that is 

the grounding screw. You will 

need to reconnect the wire 

hooked to this screw to the new 

switch’s grounding screw. 

7. Attach the other wires to the 

new switch in the same posi¬ 

tions as the old one. If you’re 

installing a dimmer switch, it 

will have wires already com¬ 

ing out the back of the switch. 

Twist these wires to the old 

wires with the wire nuts that 

should come with the dimmer 

switch. You may want to wrap 

electrical tape around the wires 

and wire nuts to be sure they 

stay secure. 

8. Push the wires and the switch 

back into the wall and attach 

with screws. 

9. Put the switch plate back on. 

10. Turn back on the power to that 

circuit. Remember to always 

look away from the breaker box 

and use one hand to flip the 

circuit just in case the circuit 

blows. Now, consider chang¬ 

ing that light bulb you just lit 

up to a compact fluorescent 

(CFL) for more energy savings. 

Make sure to look for CFLs that 

specify use with dimmers or 

three-way fixtures. 

Clay Electric 
Co-operative, Inc. 

7784 Old Hwy. 50 

R0. Box 517 

Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 

800-582-9012 

Office hours: 

7:30 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

oo 
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LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 

All calls out of state 

AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
• Free to join 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 number, for $1 a month, same low rate 
• Free calling cards 12.9( per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
• Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12i)/minute 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications. Utilizing the 
Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier). 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance 
services available. 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 
r i 

Name   

Street  

City State Zip  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  □ Travel Cards (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CLA 

Customer Signature   Date  

Referred By: Phone # or Acct. #  

L J 
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State delegate says NRECA's commitment 
to future evident in youth program 
Ben Putbrese stepped up to the 

microphone at the AIEC an¬ 

nual convention, demonstrating a 

lot of confidence beyond his high 

school years. With his parents Mike 

and Emily Putbrese seated close by, 

Ben addressed the crowd of state co¬ 

op leaders, noting the significance 

rural co-ops have had in forming 

the nation’s history and the role 

they will play in the future. 

Ben, a senior at Flora High 

School, represented Clay Electric 

Cooperative on the 2008 Youth to 

Washington Tour and serves as the 

Illinois delegate on the National 

Youth Leadership Council. He was 

among 1,500 students on the trip 

and was selected to the delegate 

position along with 45 others from 

other participating states. 

In order to qualify for the trip, 

Ben wrote an essay expressing his 

interest in traveling to the nation’s 

capital. In it, he wrote of his inten¬ 

tions to join the Navy after high 

school and eventually serve the 

Ben Putbrese presented a 

speech along with the other 

states in July during the 

Leadership Conference, and 

he earned the position of first 

runner up. His speech can be 

viewed on the AIEC website, 

www.aiec.coop. 

country as a politician. He felt that 

observing the legislative process 

would help him understand the 

daily business required “to keep 

America running.” 

Clay Electric Co-operative offi¬ 

cials are proud of Ben’s accomplish¬ 

ments. 

“Ben is an outstanding young 

man and we are honored that Ben is 

the first student from Clay Electric 

Co-operative that will represent the 

State of Illinois on the Youth Lead¬ 

ership Council,” said John Meng, 

Executive Vice President and Gen¬ 

eral Manager at Clay Electric. Meng 

said he is also pleased that Ben won 

first runner-up at the national level 

of the YLC. 

Linda Comstock, Coordinator 

of Youth Programs at the AIEC, 

praised Putbrese for his achieve¬ 

ments and pursuits. 

“We are very proud of Ben as 

our Illinois 2008-09 YLC represen¬ 

tative. He is an outstanding young 

person with a deep sense of commu¬ 

nity service and with a very bright 

future,” Comstock said. 

While in Washington, Ben 

demonstrated his sense of pride in 

our nation’s capital and interest in 

learning about our government, ac¬ 

cording to Comstock. 

“We know that with this 

leadership position, he will further 

develop as an outstanding young 

person in his community.” 
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Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
June 30,2008 Trustees present were: Frank 

Czyzewski, Loren Dunigan, 
Frank Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob 
Pierson, Howard Poehler, Richard 
Rudolphi, Danny Schnepper and 
Greg Smith. Also present were 
Executive Vice President/ General 
Manager John Meng, and Coopera' 
tive Attorney Tyra Cycholl. Special 
guests were Maria Buhrmann and 
Ben Putbrese. 
The invocation was given by Trust- 
ee Poehler. 
Heard a presentation concerning 
the Youth Day to Springfield, and 
the Youth Tour to Washington, DC 
from Cooperative Family members 
Maria Buhrmann and Ben Putbrese 
who both toured our State and Na¬ 
tional Capitals. Both then left the 
meeting. 
Approved the minutes of the regu¬ 
lar meeting held May 27, 2008. 

Accepted 16 new members for service. 
Canceled 6 members no longer re¬ 
ceiving service. 
Approved work orders in the 
amount of $60,873.11. 
Accepted the disbursement list for 
the month of May, 2008. 
Approved the financial and mainte¬ 
nance reports for the month of May, 
2008 as presented by Gen. Mgr. 
Meng. 
Reviewed the Line Loss graph. 
Updated on power outages. 
Heard a report by Trustee Logan 
concerning the recent AIEC board 
meeting. 
Appointed Trustee Logan as Voting 
Delegate and Trustee Herman as 
Alternate Delegate for the NRECA. 
Appointed Trustee Herman as Vot¬ 
ing Delegate and Trustee Logan as 
Alternate Delegate to CFC. 
Reviewed a letter from the City of 

Flora regarding the service to the new 
Effingham Clay FastStop property. 
Approved write-offs to un-col¬ 
lectible accounts in the amount of 
$2,150.20. 
Updated on the recent SIPC meeting. 
Informed of the Climate Change 
article and the lack of feedback of 
the same. 
Reviewed form 990. 
Heard a report on a theft of elec¬ 
tricity incident. 
Informed of Energy International 
Quarterly regarding an article con¬ 
cerning Clay Electric Cooperative. 
Informed of Nominating Commit¬ 
tee meetings on July 1, 2008 begin¬ 
ning at 7 RM. 
Reviewed correspondence from Co¬ 
operative Attorney Cycholl regard¬ 
ing her resignation. 

Adjournment. 

Clay County Water Update 
Clay County Water has sub¬ 

mitted a construction application 
to USDA Rural Development 
(RD) to fund the construction 
of the Phase II project which in¬ 
cludes the following townships; 
S.E Xenia, S.E. Songer, North 
Harter, most of Stanford, and 
South Clay City. 

RD will go over the applica¬ 
tion along with several other enti¬ 
ties applications and score them 
based on who needs the funding 
the most. We hope that our proj¬ 
ect is a viable one and that RD 
will agree with us and fund it. 

As this process develops and 
we get closer to loan closing tap 
fees will increase over what they 
are now. The cost to sign up now 
is a $50.00 deposit and then when 
the project is funded you will 
be asked to pay the remaining 
$250.00 for a total of a $300.00 
tap fee. 

If you have not been con¬ 
tacted, or would like to sign up 
for water service to your location, 
please call. 
Doug Hockman 662-6666, 
Sue Pettit 662-4305, 
Jake Klein 662-4144, 
Bob Pierson 662-7471, 
Kye Hemphill 662-4590, 
Bill Seelman 662-8479 or 
Dwight Edgington 678-2782. 

Clay Electric 
Co-operative, Inc. 

V 
7784 Old Hwy. 50 , 

R0. Box 517 

Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 

800-582-9012 

Office hours: v. 

:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
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64th Annual Meeting 

of members 

The Clay Electric Cooperative 64th annual meeting 

of members will be held Thursday Sept. 4, at Char¬ 

ley Brown Park fairgrounds on Old Hwy 50 west of Flora. 

• The registration and meal begins at 5:30 p.m. 

• And the business meeting starts at 7 p.m. 

• A pork chop or chicken dinner will be provided. 

• Entertainment by the local southern gospel group 

“The Lieb’s.” 

• There will be a drawing for a $100.00 Bill credit to 

one lucky member in attendance. 

• A $10.00 bill credit will be given to each member 

that registers at the meeting. 

• There will be a mini health fair, information booths 

on long distance phone service, area heating and 

cooling dealers, and the air evac lifeteam, and great 

prizes! 

If you are a current member of Clay Electric Co¬ 

operative please come and participate in your an¬ 

nual meeting. 

The Leib Family has a rich heritage and 
deep love for Southern Gospel Music. 
The group is comprised of father Harold, 
mother Ruth Ann and three of their sons 
Phil, Jason, and Curtis. 

OC 

Tfe Install and 
maintain a smoke detector 
Properly installed and maintained 

smoke detectors can reduce your 

likelihood of dying in a home fire 

by 51 percent. Follow these tips to 

keep your family safe. 

What Kind? New homes are 

required to have an alarm in each 

sleeping room and all alarms must 

be interconnected. These hard¬ 

wired alarms operate on your elec¬ 

trical current, with battery backup, 

so when one alarm registers a fire, 

they all sound. Battery-operated 

alarms can be easily installed your¬ 

self. Choose what works best for 

your family. 

How Many? At least one on 

every level, including the basement. 

You also need one outside sleeping 

areas, or, if bedroom doors are kept 

closed at night, one in each bed¬ 

room. You may also consider plac¬ 

ing one in your garage or in large 

open spaces or long hallways. 

Where? Place away from drafts 

(windows, doors, ductwork). If 

mounting on the ceiling, keep 4 

inches from the nearest wall. If 

mounting on the wall, keep 4 to 12 

inches from the ceiling. Remember 

smoke rises, so mount them as high 

as possible. If the ceiling is pitched, 

mount at its highest point. 

How Do I Maintain Them? 

Check alarms once a month. Re¬ 

place batteries at least once a year. 

Clean alarms once a year. Never 

paint over, or place anything on 

the alarms. 

Note: When buying new 

alarms, consider purchasing a com¬ 

bination smoke/carbon monoxide 

alarm if you do not currently have 

a carbon monoxide alarm. Since 

January 2007, all homes that use 

any fossil fuel appliances or heating 

unit are required to have a working 

carbon monoxide alarm within 15 

feet of all sleeping areas. All-elec¬ 

tric homes without fireplaces are 

the exceptions and do not need the 

alarms. For more information on 

smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 

contact your local fire department. 
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LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 

L ( it 1 A 1 1 E S! 1 
AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

All calls in Illinois » 
calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
Free to join 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 number, same low rate 
Free calling cards 12.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 
Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications.This long 
distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services 
available. 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 

Name 

Street 

City  State Zip. 

Your Telephone Numbers: 

□ Travel Cards (initials) Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( )  Is 800 number new or existing? 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CLA 

Date Customer Signature. 

Referred By:  Phone # or Acct. # 
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Clay Electric Cooperative Board President Frank Czyzeu’ski presents Attorney Tyra Cycholl with a plaque 

for her years of service to Clay Electric. 

lay Electric Cooperative Attorney Tyra Cycholl 
resigned her position effective Aug. 29, 2008. She 

has served as the Attorney for 3 Vi years. She and her 
husband Dr. Brandon Cycholl are moving to Missoula, 

Montana. “Tyra has been a great asset to the Coopera¬ 
tive during her tenure here, and we will miss her,” said 
Cooperative Exec. V.E/General Mgr. John Meng. 

Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc. 
7784 Old Hwy. 50, R0. Box 517, Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 *800-582-9012 

Office hours: 
7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
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Board meeting report 
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting 
July 28, 2008 

Trustees present were: Frank 
Czyzewski, Frank Fferman, 

Kevin Logan, Bob Pierson, Howard 
Poehler, Richard Rudolphi, Danny 
Schnepper and Greg Smith. Also 
present were Executive Vice Presb 
dent/ General Manager John Meng, 
and Cooperative Attorney Tyra Gy- 
choll. Absent was Loren Dunigan. 

The invocation was given by 
President Czyzewski. 

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held June 30, 2008. 

Accepted 11 new members for 
service. 

Canceled 12 members no 
longer receiving service. 

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $25,993.25. 

Accepted the disbursement list 
tor the month of June, 2008. 

Approved the financial and 
maintenance reports for the month 
of June, 2008 as presented by Gen. 
Mgr. Meng. 

Heard a report by Trustee Lo¬ 
gan concerning the AIEC financials 
since the regular monthly board 
meeting was not held. 

Reviewed correspondence from 
AIEC V.R of Government Relations 
Don Wood regarding NRECA and 
Congressional Hearings. 

Reminded of upcoming AIEC 
Annual Meeting in Springfield. 

Updated on the Clay Electric 
Cooperative Annual Meeting of 
Members. 

Heard a report by Gen. Mgr. 
Meng regarding Right-of-way clear- 
ing. 

Approved Policies 200-1, 
200-2, and 200-9 in the form as 
presented. 

Discussed 2009 rate adjust¬ 
ment. 

Heard a report from Trustee 
Herman regarding SIPC committee 
meeting and updates. 

Approved the retirement of 
capital credits to the estates of 2 
deceased members pursuant to 
Cooperative Policy. 

Were Invited to the Gateway 
Water Company Open House. 

Informed of the new E-Deposit 
Agreement with Flora Bank & 
Trust. 

Reviewed the updated Coop¬ 
erative Calendar. 

Adjournment. 

"1 
Clay County Water Update 
Clay County Water has 

submitted a construction ap¬ 
plication to USDA Rural Devel¬ 
opment to fund the construction 
of the Phase II project which 
includes the following town¬ 
ships; S.E Xenia, S.E. Songer, 
North Harter, most of Stanford, 
and South Clay City. 

RD will go over the applica¬ 
tion along with several other 
entities applications and score 
them based on who needs the 
funding the most. We hope our 
project is a viable one and that 
RD will agree with us and fund 
it. 

V  

As this process develops and we 
get closer to loan closing, tap fees 
will increase over what they are now. 
The cost to sign up now is a $50 
deposit and then when the project is 
funded you will be asked to pay the 
remaining $250 for a total of a $300 
tap fee. 

II you have not been contacted, 
or would like to sign up for water 
service to your location, please call. 
Doug Hockman 662-6666, Sue 
Pettit 662-4305, Jake Klein 

662-4144, Bob Pierson 662-7471, 
Kye Hemphill 662-4590, Bill Seel- 
man 662-8479 or Dwight Edgington 
678-2782. 

J 
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2008-09 
Youth Leadership Council Representative 

Ben Putbrese This year 65 Illinois students joined with about 
1,500 students from 46 states across the coun¬ 
try for the “Youth to Washington” tour. Dur¬ 

ing the tour, one student is elected by his or her peers 
to lead the contingent and represent Illinois on the 
national youth board, now called the Youth Leader¬ 
ship Council (YLC). This year’s YLC representative 
from Illinois is Ben Putbrese, from Xenia, represent¬ 
ing Clay Electric Cooperative. His parents are Mike 
and Emily Putbrese. 

Ben attends Flora High School where he will be a 
senior in the fall of 2008. He is an A student, presi¬ 
dent of his school’s National Honor Society, class 
treasurer and first in his class. Ben is active in his 
church and community. He is now serving as local 
President of his high school’s Business Club and en¬ 
joys playing tennis and track at his high school. Ben’s 
future plans include attending the Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, becoming an officer and has interests in 
politics. 

Ben’s strong leadership in his community and 
school organizations over the past three years shows 
genuine leadership qualities and a positive role model 
for young people. He is preceded by 32 other young 
Illinois leaders who have served on the national 
council. 

The Illinois electric and telephone cooperatives 
have sponsored “Youth to Washington” groups to the 
nation’s capital for the past 49 years. After all these 
years we continue to believe in young leaders and 
feel that our investment in this program is a good 
one. The “Youth to Washington” tour has its begin¬ 
nings in a speech made by then-Senator Lyndon 
Johnson, who implored electric co-ops to send rural 
youth to the nation’s capital to see their “government 
in action.” The students take in a week of sightseeing 
and meetings with government leaders. More than 
2,800 outstanding high school students from Illinois 
have had the opportunity to see the nation’s capital 
through annual youth tours to Washington, D.C. 

IMS 
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20«8 
Ben Putbrese ™ 
pictured with U.S. 
Congressman John 
Shimkus. 

Washington ? 

CONGRATULATIONS 
on your achievements. 

We are honored to have you 
serve as this year's 

"YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
COUNCIL" representative. 
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LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 

| L II V 1 T E S i! 1 
AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

1—1 1—1 \ 

"L) J "L) b / 
All calls in Illinois 

calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 

Free to join 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 number, same low rate 
Free calling cards 12.9f) per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 
Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications.This long 
distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services 
available. 

Personal 
800 NUMBER 

Same low rate 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, R0. Box 517, Flora, II62839 

Name 

Street 

City  State Zip. 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ). 

□ Travel Cards (initials) Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CU\ 

Date Customer Signature_ 

Referred By:  Phone # or Acct. # 
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CLAY ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 

618-662-2171 • 800-582-9012 
FLORA, ILLINOIS 

EWS 

64th Annual Meeting of Members 
Members of Clay Electric Co- 

Operative heard updates 

about electric rates and future pow¬ 

er supply during the organization’s 

64th Annual Meeting of Members 

held Thursday, Sept. 4, at Charley 

Brown Park. 

Cooperative General Manager 

John E. Meng announced that the 

co-op has secured a wholesale power 

agreement with Southern Illinois 

Power Cooperative in Marion be¬ 

ginning in January 2010. 

“Proposals were requested from 

suppliers that were interested in 

providing power to Clay Electric 

and Eve were received. Southern 

Illinois Power Cooperative provided 

the best option in many respects. 

The main impact from the mem¬ 

ber’s point of view is rates. Even 

though there is the possibility of 

an increase as much as six percent 

when Clay joins Southern Illinois 

Power Cooperative (SIPC) in 2010, 

if Clay Electric had decided to stay 

with Ameren the increase would 

have been 18 percent,” he said. 

Meng explained that the whole¬ 

sale power agreement the co-op cur- 

Members of Clay Electric 

Co-Operative heard updates 

about electric rates and 

future power supply during 

the organization's 64th 

Annual Meeting of Members 

held Thursday, Sept. 4, 

at Charley Brown Park. 

President Frank Gzyzewski (right) presents Trustee Loren 
Dunigan (left) with a plaque recognizing Loren for his 23 
years of dedicated service to the Cooperative, serving on 
the board of Directors. Trustee Dunigan retired from the 
board in September. 

rently has with Ameren started in 

January 2007 and will continue until 

December 31, 2009. 

“During the contract Ameren 

raised the wholesale power cost a total 

of 39 percent. Despite that increase, 

the board gave approval to pass no 

increases on to the membership in 

2007, and approved a 4 percent rate 

increase at the beginning of 2008.” 

A cost of service study has re¬ 

vealed that an additional 7 percent 

increase needs to he passed on to the 

membership beginning in January 

2009. An average residential member 

using 792 kilowatt hours of power will 

see an increase of $7.19 per month 

beginning on February 2009’s hill. 
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Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting • 
August 25,2008 
Trustees present were: Frank 

Czyzewski, Loren Dunigan, 
Frank Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob 
Pierson, Howard Poehler, Richard 
Rudolphi, Danny Schnepper and 
Greg Smith. Also present were 
Executive Vice President/ General 
Manager John Meng, and Coopera¬ 
tive Attorney Tyra Cycholl. 

The invocation was given hy 
Trustee Pierson. 

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held July 28, 2008. 

Accepted 7 new members for 
service. 

Canceled 5 members no longer 
receiving service. 

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $22,104.51. 

Accepted the disbursement list 
for the month of July, 2008. 

Approved the financial and main¬ 
tenance reports for the month of July, 

2008 as presented by Gen. Mgr. Meng. 
Heard a report by Trustee Logan 

concerning the recent AIEC regular 
monthly board meeting. 

Reminded of upcoming Clay Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Annual Meeting. 

Reviewed the survey to be hand¬ 
ed out at the Annual Meeting. 

Reminded of upcoming Region V 
Meeting. 

Reviewed and Approved the 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive (SIPC) documents as presented 
to this meeting. 

Reviewed and Approved the 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive (SIPC) Supplement# 1 as pre¬ 
sented to this meeting. 

Discussed and Approved the 
2009 rate adjustment. 

Reviewed the 2008 NRECA 
Benefit Rates. 

Approved the retirement of 

capital credits to the estate of a de¬ 
ceased member pursuant to Coop¬ 
erative Policy. 

Reviewed a letter from SIPC re¬ 
garding Coal. 

Reviewed correspondence to the 
Board. 

Updated material for Policy 
Manuals. 

Reviewed article concerning So¬ 
lar Energy. 

Informed of a new Red Flag 
Policy being created to protect con¬ 
fidential member information. 

Recognized Trustee Loren Duni- 
gan for his many years of service to 
Clay Electric and also Cooperative 
Attorney Tyra Cycholl, who is mov¬ 
ing out of state, for her service to 
the Cooperative. 

Discussed Attorney replacement. 

Adjournment. 

Clay County Water Update 
Clay County Water has sub¬ 

mitted a construction application 
to USDA Rural Development 
(RD) to fund the construction 
of the Phase II project which in¬ 
cludes the following townships; 
S.E Xenia, S.E. Songer, North 
Harter, most of Stanford, and 
South Clay City. 

RD will go over the applica¬ 
tion along with several other enti¬ 
ties applications and score them 
based on who needs the funding 
the most. We hope that our proj¬ 
ect is a viable one and that RD 
will agree with us and fund it. 

As this process develops and 
we get closer to loan closing, tap 
fees will increase over what they 
are now. The cost to sign up now 
is a $50 deposit and then when 
the project is funded you will be 
asked to pay the remaining $250 
for a total of a $300 tap fee. 

If you have not been con¬ 
tacted, or would like to sign up 
for water service to your location, 
please call. 

Doug Hockman 662-6666, 
Sue Pettit 662-4305, 
Jake Klein 662-4144, 
Bob Pierson 662-7471, 
Kye Hemphill 662-4590, 
Bill Seelman 662-8479 or 
Dwight Edgington 678-2782.. 

Clay Electric 
Co-operative, Inc.^ 

7784 Old Hwy. 50 

R0. Box 517 

Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 

800-582-9012 
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• Efew? 'Dfe 
Caulk Around Your Windows 

Caulking around the exterior of 

your windows is an easy way to 

stop small air drafts. There are many 

different types and colors of caulk 

available. Choose what will work 

best for your needs and match your 

home. Some caulks are even paint- 

compatible. Keep in mind you’ll 

need about half a tube per window 

on average, as well as a caulk gun. 

• Pick a fairly warm, dry day. 

• Clean the area. Scrape away any 

old caulk or peeling paint, and 

clean the area of dirt and grime. 

• Cut off 1/4-1/2-inch of the tip 

of the caulk tube at a 45° angle, 

puncture the seal with a nail if 

needed, and place the tube into 

the gun. 

• Run a bead of caulk between 

the siding and window frame. 

Look for any gaps or areas where 

air could get through. The bead 

should be about 1/8-inch thick, 

at least. You may need to fre¬ 

quently clean the tip of the tube 

to get a smooth line. Make sure 

to use enough caulk to overlap 

both sides. 

• You can smooth out the caulk 

if you wish with a small flat 

object, like an ice cream stick 

or flat screwdriver (if you keep 

wiping it clean). Avoid using 

your Angers. The caulk could be 

harmful to your skin. 

• If you plan to paint over the 

caulk, wait 24 hours. You can also 

caulk around doors and other 

small areas. 

For gaps over a 1/2-inch try 

expandable foam. It’s available in 

several formulas for different jobs 

and can be used to fill in large gaps 

around windows and doors, as well 

as holes where plumbing or wires 

come into the home and where the 

foundation meets. Use caution with 

it because it expands much more 

than you think and can be difficult 

to remove once it dries. 

Vinyl, metal and various other 

forms of weather-stripping can also 

be found at home improvement 

stores. These products can help seal 

air leaks where your window or door 

opens and closes. It’s also avail¬ 

able for garage doors. Check your 

weather-stripping yearly and replace 

as needed. 



All calls in Illinois 

calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 

• Free to join 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 number, same low rate 
• Free calling cards 12.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
• Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications.This long 
distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services 
available. 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 

Name 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Street 

City State Zip  ' 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  □ Travel Cards (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service | 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  [ 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial | 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only i 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the ' 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CLA 

I Customer Signature Date  | 

Referred By: Phone # or Acct. # | 

i i 

AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

LONGDISTANCE SERVICE 
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CLAY ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 

618-662-2171 • 800-582-9012 

FLORA, ILLINOIS 

EWS 

Lightning Bug hits the rend 
Lake Land College’s electric pow¬ 

ered Lightning Bug has made 

its maiden voyage! In July, the state 

of-the-art Bug traveled through four 

counties across the college’s district 

starting south of Dieterich and end¬ 

ing at the main campus in Mattoon. 

The “green” car made the entire 

journey consuming no gasoline, as 

it is fueled with 16 re-chargeable 

batteries. 

“This is the culmination of 

14 months of work by Lake Land 

students and employees,” said 

Tim Van Dyke, division chair of 

technology. “The car performed 

beautifully, we were able to get up 

to about 50 miles per hour and we 

traveled about 40 miles.” 

Van Dyke said the car has 

been used as a learning tool so that 

faculty can teach students how to 

work on electric cars, which are sure 

to continue to grow in numbers on 

the road. Van Dyke said the college 

also hopes to increase community 

awareness of eco-friendly cars, how 

they operate and their benefits. 

At the “finish line” at the col¬ 

lege’s main campus the Lightning 

Bug was met with much fanfare, as 

Lake Land employees, students and 

children from the Childcare Lab 

cheered it on. 

"This is the culmination 

of 14 months of work by Lake 

\jwji students and employees/' 

^Rid Tim Van Dyke, division 

chair of technology. 

The 1972 Super Beetle, do¬ 

nated to the college foundation by 

Dr. John Wright of Paris, has been 

converted from gas to “green.” 

Through a partnership with Mid 

America Motorworks in Effingham, 

Lake Land faculty and students 

removed the internal combustion 

gasoline-fueled engine and replaced 

it with an 8-inch D.C. electric mo¬ 

tor. Six-volt batteries are the source 

of power upgrading this old technol¬ 

ogy to a cleaner, eco-friendly mode 

of transportation. 

Lake Land has many eco- 

friendly initiatives, such as a new 

recycling program and geothermal 

loop and solar panels were installed 

this past summer. The college’s ad¬ 

ministration has identified alterna¬ 

tive energy as a top priority and has 

even started using the motto “LLC 

stands for Leaving Less Carbon.” 

“Lake Land doesn’t just want 

to take part in alternative energy, 

we want to be a leader,” said Scott 

Lensink, president. “We have already 

implemented some alternative energy 

projects, but we are looking at what 

long-term advancements are viable.” 

For more information or to 

watch a video clip of the day’s ac¬ 

tivities, visit www.lakelandcollege. 

edu/automotive/beetle. 

This story reprinted by permission 

of Lake Land College. 
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Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting • 
September 29,2008 

Trustees present were: Frank 
Czyzewski, Bill Croy, Frank 

Herman, Kevin Logan, Bob Pierson, 
Howard Poehler, Richard Rudolphi, 
Danny Schnepper and Greg Smith. 
Also present were Executive Vice 
President/ General Manager John 
Meng, and Cooperative Attorney 
Melanie Pearce. 

The invocation was given by 
Trustee Smith 

Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting held August 25, 
2008, the Organizational meeting 
held on September 4, 2008, and the 
special meeting on September 22, 
2008 held to select the Cooperative 
Attorney. 

Accepted 13 new members for 
service. 

Canceled 8 members no longer 
receiving service. 

Approved work orders in the 
amount of $51,761.11. 

Accepted the disbursement list 
for the month of August, 2008. 

Approved the financial and 
maintenance reports for the month 
of August, 2008 as presented by 
Gen. Mgr. Meng. 

Heard a report by Trustee Lo¬ 
gan concerning the recent Region 
V meeting. 

Discussed Policy No. 100-10 
regarding business ethics. 

Completed and Returned Con¬ 
flict of Interest Certification Forms 
from each Board Member. 

 d 
Clay County Water Update 

Clay County Water has sub¬ 
mitted a construction application 
to USDA Rural Development 
(RD) to fund the construction 
of the Phase II project which in¬ 
cludes the following townships; 
S.E Xenia, S.E. Songer, North 
Harter, most of Stanford, and 
South Clay City. 

RD will go over the applica¬ 
tion along with several other enti¬ 
ties applications and score them 
based on who needs the funding 
the most. We hope that our proj¬ 
ect is a viable one and that RD 
will agree with us and fund it. 

As this process develops and 
we get closer to loan closing, tap 
fees will increase over what they 
are now. The cost to sign up now 
is a $50 deposit and then when 
the project is funded you will be 
asked to pay the remaining $250 
for a total of a $300 tap fee. 

V  

If you have not been con¬ 
tacted, or would like to sign up 
for water service to your location, 
please call. 

Doug Hockman 662-6666, 
Sue Pettit 662-4305, 
Jake Klein 662-4144, 
Bob Pierson 662-7471, 
Kye Hemphill 662-4590, 
Bill Seelman 662-8479 or 
Dwight Edgington 678-2782. 

Reviewed surveys completed by 
members at the recent Clay Electric 
Cooperative Annual Meeting. 

Reviewed video excerpts from 
a recent Congressional Hearing. 

Discussed items listed in the 
Co-Op Accountability Checklist 
disbursed at the Region V Meeting. 

Heard an operations report 
from Gen. Mgr. Meng. 

Informed of ACRE Certificate 
Clay Electric received. 

Approved membership for At¬ 
torney Melanie Pearce to the Elec¬ 
tric Co-operative Bar Association. 

Adjournment. 

Clay Electric 
Co-operative, Inc. V 

7784 Old Hwy. 50 

R0. Box 517 

Flora, Illinois 62839 

618-662-2171 

800-582-9012 
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Weather a Winter Outage 
Severe winter storms containing high winds and ice 

can cause widespread and prolonged outages. Always 
call your cooperative when you have an outage, and 
follow these steps to get through it safely. 

1. Have the following on-hand this winter: 
• Battery-powered radio 
• Flashlights 
• Extra batteries 
• Extra blankets 
• Spare containers you can fill with water for 

drinking/washing/hygiene 

• Food that doesn’t require cooking and a 
hand-held can opener 

• Extra prescription medicines 
• Special items for infant, elderly or disabled 

family members 
• A first aid kit 

2. If you have a standby generator, make sure you 
operate it safely and have a transfer safety switch. 
Install a transfer safety switch now, before your 
generator is needed. The switch will prevent 
electricity from traveling back through the elec¬ 
tric lines, making the lines very dangerous for 
crews working to restore your power. 

3. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Switch off lights and appliances so you don’t 
overload your circuits when power is restored. 
Leave on one lamp to signal when your power is 
back on. 

Close off any unused rooms. 

If you fear your water pipes will freeze and you 
don’t have a well, turn the taps on slightly so 
water slowly drips. If you are on a well you can 
shut off the main water supply to your home and 
then turn all the taps on all the way to drain any 
remaining water (pour this water into containers 
so you can use it for drinking, washing, etc.) 

If using grills to heat food, use them outside only, 
away from the house, to prevent carbon monox¬ 
ide poisoning. 

Don’t open the refrigerator or freezer. Food can 
stay fresh in a full refrigerator for 24 hours, and in 
a full deep freezer for 48 hours (24 hours if only 
half full). 

Stay inside when possible and dress in layered 
clothing. 

Warning: Never go near downed electrical lines. 
Even if your power is out, the lines could be en¬ 
ergized. Call your cooperative immediately and 
inform them of any dangerous lines. 
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LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 
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AVAILABLE FROM CLAY ELEGTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

C BA m n 

E££r4.9 
1 All calls out of state 

mm 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
• Free to join 

No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 number, same low rate 
• Free calling cards 12.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
• Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 120/minute 

Clay Electric Co-operative is offering long distance telephone 
service through Power Net Global Communications.This long 
distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services 
available. 

For Additional Information Call: Toll Free -1-877-796-2333 or 
Mail Application to: Clay Electric Co-operative, RO. Box 517, Flora, IL 62839 

Name 

Street 

City  State Zip. 

□ Travel Cards (initials) 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( 

Services Desired: □ Outbound Toll (initials)  

□ Intralata (local toll) (initials) This charge applies to local instate toll call charges only, not local service 

□ 800 Service (initials) Ring to number ( ) - Is 800 number new or existing?  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only 
on the approval of credit for the application. The local telephone company may assess a service charge when they make the 
carrier change. 
Class 1 + LD A49RBTC 800# E 49RBTC Travel T13E Agency CU\ 

Customer Signature Date  

Referred By:. Phone # or Acct. # 
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