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Orene Lynn Retires After 38 Years 
Orene Lynn, Data Processing Operator, will retire from Menard Electric 

Cooperative on December 31, 2006. She began her career on February 1, 

1968. During her career she has held several positions with the cooperative. 

Her work has primarily involved the cooperative’s billing system. Orene has 

been through it all. She has seen the cooperative grow from 5,900 members 

in 1968 to 10,000 members in 2006. 

Most of her career she has worked in the cooperative’s data processing 

department and has been part of two major computer system changes. She 

has worked for three cooperative managers: John Root, Dorland Smith and 

Lynn Frasco. And she has attended all of the cooperative’s annual meetings 

since 1968. 

The biggest change she says she has seen was the cooperative’s move from its old headquarters in down- 

town Petersburg to its new facility on Route 97, south of New Salem State Historic Site. Her plans for 

retirement are to relax and spend time with her children and grandchildren. 

70th Annual Meeting Scheduled for 
June 2,2007 
The 70th Annual Meeting of your cooperative is scheduled for Saturday, 

June 2, 2007, at PORTA High School in Petersburg. Please mark you 

calendar and plan to attend. A free pork chop dinner will be served begin- 

ning at 5:00 p.m. and the business meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

As a cooperative, we are owned by those we serve. The annual meeting 

is your opportunity to participate in the operations of the cooperative by 

electing directors and voting on other issues that arise. 

XcKi 
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Your cooperative is accepting pay- 
r ment for electric accounts and 

other invoiced amounts by VISA or 
MasterCard. The cooperative is 

charging a $3.00 transaction 
processing fee to accept 
payment by VISA or Master¬ 

Card for amounts up to $200. 
Payments more than $200 will 
be charged a transaction fee 

of 3 percent of the payment 
amount. You may either stop 

in the office or you may authorize the cooperative 
to charge your monthly bill to your credit card by 
telephone or in writting. There are three ways to pay 
with your credit card: 
1. You may come into the office. 
2. You may call the cooperative and give your credit 

card number and expiration date of the card. 
You may sign the authorization form below and 
we will charge your credit card as you like, either 
every month or just one time. If you are interested 
in the third option, please fill out the form below 
and return it to the office. 

Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, P.0. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

i Menard Electric Cooperative - Credit Card Authorization 

I Name:   1 

3. 

Menard Electric Account No. 
i   

YES NO 
1 Charge My Credit Card One Time Only 

1 Charge My Credit Card Each Month 

| Type of Card ( Circle One ) VISA MC | 

1 Credit Card No. - i 

1 Expiration Date: Month Year 
1 1 
1 Cardholder’s Name: i 
1 (Please Print) 

1 / acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my VISA or MasterCard. \ 

1 Siqnature: Date: I 
j 
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A Good Time to Consider By Nancy Nixon 

fiHlIJmilJii'/ Now is the time to consider 
a residential geothermal 
heating/cooling system. In 

an effort to encourage more energy 
efficient homes, part of the new 
energy bill signed recently by Presi¬ 
dent Bush details how consumers 
who install new geothermal heat 
pumps in 2007 or 2008 will be 
rewarded with a tax credit. The tax 
credit will total 10 percent of the 
installed price, up to a maximum 
of $300. There are minimum ef¬ 
ficiency requirements the system 
must meet for tax credit eligibility. 
Contact your local electric coopera¬ 
tive for details prior to installing a 
new system. 

Benefits of geothermal systems 
are numerous, with lower heating 
and cooling costs topping the list. 

Geothermal systems average 
40 percent greater efficiency than 
air source heat pumps. 48 percent 
greater efficiency than the best gas 
furnaces, and 75 percent greater 
efficiency than oil furnaces. Geo¬ 
thermal systems have the added 
advantage of providing a home or 
business with free hot water - sup¬ 
plying on average approximately 
30 percent of hot water needs. And 
many electric cooperatives offer 
special incentives for geothermal 
users. 

Geothermal heat pumps have 
fewer mechanical components, and 
have no exposure to outdoor ele¬ 
ments, making them more reliable, 
easier to service, and less prone to 
failure. The expected life span of 
a geothermal unit is 30-35 years. 

compared to 15 years for a conven¬ 
tional furnace. Ground loops have 
a life expectancy of hundreds of 
years. 

With no dangerous fumes, no 
flame, and no flue, geothermal sys¬ 
tems are also safer. 

Geothermal systems are more 
comfortable and quieter. Constant 
fan velocities and longer fan run¬ 
ning times allow the temperature 
to stay as consistent by the wall or 
ceiling as it is by the floor. And hav¬ 
ing no outdoor fan unit makes the 
unit’s operation whisper quiet. You 
may not even know it's running. 

Here are some interesting facts 
from the Geothermal Heat Pump 
Consortium: 
■ Using geothermal technology, 
a typical 1,500-square-foot home in 
a moderate climate can be heated 
and cooled all year for an average 
of $ 1 per day. 
■ Today, more than 500,000 geo¬ 
thermal heat pumps are installed in 
the U.S., resulting in annual savings 
of 4 billion kilowatt hours (kwh) of 
electricity, eliminating the need for 
20 trillion BTUs of fossil fuels, cut¬ 
ting peak electrical demand by 1.3 
million kilowatts (kw), and slashing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 3 mil¬ 
lion tons of carbon dioxide (CO,). 
■ Geothermal installations to 
date equate to converting 650,000 
cars to zero-emission vehicles, 
planting 190 million trees, reducing 
U.S. reliance on imported fuels by 
11 million barrels of crude oil per 
year, or eliminating the need for 
one 1,300-megawatt (MW) power 
plant. 

Heating and cooling costs will 
likely continue to rise in years to 
come. Reliance on foreign oil will 
continue to increase, and the price 
of propane and natural gas will 
continue to skyrocket. Using geo¬ 
thermal technology for heating and 
cooling just makes good sense. 

For more information about geo¬ 

thermal systems, contact your local elec¬ 

tric cooperative, log on to the Geothermal 

Heat Pump Consortium Web site at www. 

geoexchange.org, or call them at (202) 

558-7175. 
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Heat Pump Improvements 
The Arab oil embargo of 

che mid-1970s that created 

shortages in heating oil and 

natural gas (as well as gasoline) 

caused many homeowners and 

builders to search for alterna¬ 

tives to standard oil and gas 

furnaces. Many homeowners 

and builders looked to a system 

that was relatively new to the 

residential heating market, 

promised efficiency, and was not 

affected by oil shortages - the 

air-to-air heat pump. 

Heat pumps promised increased efficiency and, since 

most electricity was generated by coal with a seemingly 

endless supply, heat pumps would not be affected by 

shortages. Installation of heat pumps grew rapidly in the 

1970s and early 1980s in response to the energy crisis. 

With natural gas prices having increased dramatically 

since 2003, homeowners and builders will most likely 

again turn to air-to-air heat pumps. The heat pump of 

today is more advanced than the heat pump of the 1970s 

and is even more energy efficient. Most heat pumps sold 

in the 1970s had a 6 to 8 Seasonal Energy Efficiency Rat¬ 

ing (SEER). Today, a 13 SEER is the lowest efficiency 

that can be manufactured. High efficiency heat pumps 

with SEERs of 19 are now available. 

■ Better Than Ever Efficiency 
The improved efficiency is due to several innovations. 

Scroll compressors are commonly used as they have fewer 

moving parts, are quieter, and are more efficient than 

standard reciprocating compressors. Two-speed Scroll 
compressors are even becoming more commonplace. 

During mild temperatures, whether in heating or cooling 

modes, these units run on low speed, more closely match¬ 

ing the output to the needs of the home. This reduces 

energy consumption and unit start-ups, lengthening the 

life of the equipment. 

ECM (Electronic Controlled Motors) fan motors are 

also becoming commonplace. ECM motors are variable 

speed, direct current (DC) motors that allow fan speed 

to be matched to the heating or cooling output, increas¬ 

ing homeowner comfort and energy efficiency. Some 

manufacturers use ECM fans to control the delivered 

air temperature. If the temperature falls below a desired 

level, the fan slows down, allowing the air temperature 

to increase. 

A recent innovation in heat pump refrigerant was 

driven by environmental constraints, not by the need 

for increased performance. To reduce the level of ozone 

depleting HCFCs, the United States signed the Montreal 

Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone in 1987. 

This agreement required a phase-out of HCFCs by 65 

percent by 2010, 99.5 percent by 2020 and 100 percent 

by 2030. R-22, the refrigerant most commonly used in 

air-conditioners and heat pumps is an HCFC. In 1991, 

Honeywell (then known as AlliedSignal) introduced a 

product that has become known as R-410A. The first air- 

conditioners using this new refrigerant were introduced 

in 1995 by the Carrier Corporation. Today, R-410A is 

the most commonly used replacement for R-22. 

R-410A refrigerant has several advantages over R-22. 

It is more environmentally friendly and more effective 

at capturing heat and then releasing it, reducing the 

amount of refrigerant needed. It operates under higher 

pressures than its predecessor, so it cannot be substituted 

in older R-22 units. Higher pressures also mean higher 

air temperatures and increased comfort for the home 

owners. 

Geothermal heat pumps still offer the highest ef¬ 

ficiency and comfort of all heating and cooling systems 

and Menard Electric firmly supports their use. For those 

members who are not willing or are unable to make the 

increased investment, or who do not intend to live at 

the residence long enough to recoup the investment in 

a geothermal heat pump, air-to-air heat pumps offer a 

viable alternative. 

■ Proper Installation is the Key to Efficiency 
If it is time to replace your air-conditioner or current 

heating system, consider an environmentally safe and 

efficient heat pump. To ensure your heat pump provides 

the comfort and efficiency you expect, follow these 

installation tips: 

1. Make sure your duct system is properly sized and 

replace it if necessary. Improperly sized or designed 

ductwork drastically affects the comfort and perfor¬ 

mance of your heat pump. 

2. As heat pumps have a slightly cooler air temperature 

compared to conventional furnaces, make sure your 

home is properly insulated. Heat pumps should not be 

installed in drafty, leaky, un-insulated homes. 

3. If you are used to the high temperatures of wood 

burners, understand that a heat pump is designed to 

keep the entire home at a constant temperature level. 

With wood burners, the farthest parts of the home are 

generally cool while those near the wood burner are 

very warm. If a wood burner has been in the room you 

spend most of your time in, you will most likely feel 

cool with the more even temperatures throughout the 

home. 

The heat pump has been unfairly blamed for these 

improper installations in the past. Fortunately, times have 

changed. Homes are tighter and have more insulation, 

duct work is properly sized, installers are better trained, 

and heat pumps have improved. 

Source: Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

More advanced 
and energy 

efficient 
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■ Water Heater Rebates 
and Rate 

This water heater rebate program is avail' 

able on a one-time basis to all members 

who agree to replace an existing fossil fuel 

fired water heater with an electric water 

heater that has at least 

a 40'gallon capacity. 

IP If the new electric wa¬ 

ter heater is installed 

in a new structure or 

replaces a fossil fuel 

fired water heater you 

will receive a $100 re¬ 

bate. For the second 

new water heater you 

will receive $75. If 

the new electric water 

heater replaces an exist¬ 

ing electric water heater 

you will receive a $75 re¬ 

bate. To qualify for the 
rebate you must sign up 

for the cooperative’s load 

management program. 

In addition to the rebate 

above you will qualify for a 

3 cent per kilowatt-hour rate reduction on 

kilowatt-hours used between 600 and 1,000 

every month of the year. This could save 

you up to $144 each year in addition to the 

rebate. 

■ Geothermal Rebates & Rates 
The rebate is $600 per unit regardless of 

the size of the unit installed. The unit 

can be installed in either a new or existing 

home. If you install a geothermal heating 

and cooling system you will also be eligible 

for your cooperative’s geothermal rate, if you 

have an all electric home. Under this rate you 

will be billed 5 cents per kilowatt-hour for all 

kilowatt-hours used between 1,000 and 6,000 

for the billing months of October through 

May each year. 

■ Heat Pump 
Rebates 

Your cooperative 

is offering a $200 

rebate regardless of 

the size of the unit 

installed. 

■ Certified 
Comfort Home 
Rebate 

If you build a new 

home to the stan¬ 

dards described in 

the Certified Com¬ 

fort Home book you 

will receive a onetime 

$100 rebate. 

If you have any questions on these rebates give the cooperative a call at 
(800) 872-1203 or check out the cooperative’s Web site at www.menard.com. 
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Make Your Life Easier With Our Automatic Payment Plan 
How it works: 

The Automatic Payment Plan is depend¬ 
able, flexible, convenient, and easy. You au¬ 
thorize regularly scheduled payments to made 
from your checking or savings account. Then, 
just sit back and relax. Your payments will be 
made automatically on the 10th day of each 
month, and proof of payment will appear 
on your statement. The amount withdrawn 
from your account will be the net amount due 
shown on your bill. The authority you give us 
to charge your account will remain in affect 
until you notify us in writing to terminate 
the authorization. 

Sign up Now! 
To take advantage of this service, please 

fill out the application form included on page 
16g of this newsletter. 

With our Automatic Payment Plan, you can 
pay your bill each month automatically 

from your checking or savings account. 

5 
1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

ways automatic payment 
can help you: 

It saves time - fewer checks to write. 

It is convenient and timely - even if 
you’re out of town. 

It is always on time - no lost or 
misplaced statements help maintain 
good credit and avoid late charges. 

It saves money - no postage or 
envelopes needed. 

It’s easy - it’s easy to sign up for or 
cancel, just call us. 

. . . but your local electric cooperative is doing something about it. We are investing 
in new technologies to improve operations and boost reliability. 

As part of your electric cooperative, you’re also part of the solution. You can help by 
adding your own technology. Install a programmable thermostat to control your home’s 
temperature both night and day. And while you’re at it, increase your temperature by 
a degree or two for even more savings this winter. 
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MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

If you would like to sign-up for the automatic payment plan, then fill out the follow¬ 
ing form. Send form and a VOIDED CHECK or DEPOSIT SLIP to Menard Electric 
Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, Illinois. 

NAME: SS#:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY: STATE ZIP  

PHONE#  

MAP LOCATION#  

BANK NAME  

BANK ACCOUNT#  

TYPE OF ACCOUNT Checking  Savings 

I authorize Menard Electric Cooperative to 
draw monthly bank drafts through the automatic plan (ACH) on the account shown 
above for the payment of my electric bill in full and any other services I authorize. I 
understand that I may discontinue my participation at any time by notifying Menard 
Electric Cooperative in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the bank 
may terminate this agreement with ten (10) days written notice. I understand that 
Menard Electric Cooperative reserves the right to limit participation in this program 
to customers whose accounts are in good standing. I understand that the amount of 
my bill each month will be drafted on the 10th or next business day after. I understand 
that if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, there will be a 
charge posted to my Menard Electric Cooperative account, for NSF, and I will still 
be required to make full payment before the due date of the bill. 

Signature of Applicant: Date:  
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Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
October 24, 2006 

The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of 

Menard Electric Cooperative was called to order by Presi¬ 

dent Gary L. Martin at 6:00 P.M. at the headquarters of the 

Cooperative, 14300 State Highway 97, Petersburg, County of 

Menard and State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: Jerry W. 

Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, Warren D. Goetsch, 

James G. Graff, Gary L. Martin, Donald E. McMillan, Roy H. 

Seaney and Steven L. Women Also present was Manager Lynn 

A. Frasco and Attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The Agenda of the meeting was read. President Martin 

advised that there were several additions. Thereafter with 

President Martin presiding and with these minutes being 

transcribed by or under the direction of Secretary Frye, the fol¬ 

lowing procedures were had (all action being first duly moved 

and seconded, and all action taken being upon the unanimous 

vote of the Board, or without dissenting vote or abstention, 

unless otherwise stated). 

The President reviewed with the Board the Consensus 

Agenda. It was moved and seconded that the Consensus 

Agenda be approved. Motion carried. 

Members of the Staff presented their proposed 2007 Bud¬ 

gets. Stu Churchill, Director of Member Services, presented 

the proposed Insurance Budget and Member Services Budget. 

James Rechner, System Engineer, presented the Engineering 

Department Budget. Wayne Jones, Office Manager, presented 

the General Office Department Budget and the Meter Read¬ 

ing Budget. Terry Entwistle, General Foreman, presented the 

Operations Department Budget. Chris Hinton, Manager of 

Accounting, presented the Accounting Department Budget. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Budget and Director’s 

Fees and Expenses Budget. Staff Members and Manager Frasco 

answered questions from Board Members about the proposed 

Budgets. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for the 

month of September 2006. He reviewed the Balance Sheet, 

Budget, as well as the Outage Summary and Safety Report. 

Under the Operations Report, Manager Frasco reported on the 

work done by the Cooperative crews for the month. He advised 

the Board that the Cooperative had received an NRECA Safety 

Accreditation Score of 91%. He advised that the national aver¬ 

age was 89%. President Martin called the Board into Executive 

Session. President Martin reconvened the monthly Board Meet¬ 

ing. It was moved and seconded that the Manager’s Report be 

approved as presented. Motion carried. 

The Manager presented the Financial Report for the Month 

of September 2006. Year to date margins were $1,127,753 

compared to $ 1,544,421 the previous year. Equity as of the end 

of September was 33.90% and the number of members served 

was 10,283 compared to 10,165 last year. Net Utility Plant 

at the end of September 2006 was $31,509,561 compared to 

$30,292,810 a year ago. The cooperative continues to meet the 

requirements of RUS, CFC and the FFB. 

Director Goetsch reported on AIEC Activities. 

Director Carls reported on Soyland Activities. 

The Board considered for Second Reading and Approval, 

revisions to the following Policies: Section IV - Temporary 

Service, Section IV - Underground Service Policy, Section 

IV - Meter Loop Policy, Section IV - Moving or Removing 

Facilities to Eliminate a Hazard, Section IV - Moving or Re¬ 

moving Facilities for Convenience of Others, Section IV - Line 

Extension Policy, Section IV - Area Coverage and Section IV 

- Three Phase Service Policy. It was moved and seconded that 

the Policies, as revised, be approved. Motion carried. 

Attorney Smith discussed with the Board the most recent 

revised CoBank loan documents. He advised the Board that 

although the documents had been signed at a previous Board 

Meeting, the Cooperative had now determined to borrow ad¬ 

ditional funds from CoBank and payoff other CFC loans, so 

as such, CoBank’s Attorney had revised the loan documents, 

which now required the signatures of Cooperative Officers. It 

was moved and seconded the Resolution be adopted: 

Manager Frasco reviewed with the Board a proposed 

Resolution increasing the funding of retirement of estates 

by $15,000.00 for the calendar year 2006. After discussion 

by the Board, it was moved and seconded the Resolution be 

adopted. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Capital Credit Estate Refunds 

Report. 

The Board discussed various issues to consider at the 

Strategic Planning Meeting. Manager Frasco discussed the 

NRECA Course - New and Emerging Technology scheduled 

for November 15, 2006 at the AIEC Headquarters at 9:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. 

Consideration and review of the CFC-KRTA Ratio’s for 

2005 was postponed until next month’s Board Meeting due to 

the late hour of the Board Meeting. 

President Martin reminded the Board that next month’s 

Meeting was scheduled for November 28, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. 

President Martin reminded the Board that the Menard 

Christmas Party was scheduled for December 8, 2006 at the 

Hill Prairie Winery at Oakford, Illinois. President Martin also 

reminded the Board that the Strategic Planning Meeting was 

scheduled for November 14, 2006 at the Cooperative Head¬ 

quarters from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Manager Frasco discussed 

registration for the NRECA Annual Meeting scheduled for 

Las Vegas and the need for reservations of rooms for those who 

planned to attend. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, 

it was moved and seconded the Meeting be adjourned. Motion 

carried. 
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Rate Stability 
Recent news headlines in Illinois have 

discussed increasing electric rates 
throughout the state. Electric customers 
from southern Illinois to Chicago are expe¬ 
riencing large increases in electric rates. 

Your cooperative’s electric rates will re¬ 
main stable. You are paying the same electric 
rates today as you did in 1997. The coopera¬ 
tive has been able to continue rate stability 
with the help of Soyland Power Cooperative 
by maintaining stable wholesale power costs 
and by managing other costs of doing busi¬ 
ness. Wholesale power costs are the largest 
component of the cooperative’s retail rates. 
In 2005, 67 percent of the cooperative’s 
costs were attributable to wholesale power, 
which the cooperative purchases from Soy- 
land. 

Through the use of sophisticated load 
management equipment, Menard Electric, 
along with Soyland, has been able to hold 
the line on wholesale power costs, which 
will remain stable during 2007. 

Since 1997other costs of doing business 
have increased including fuel, labor, insur¬ 
ance, equipment, trucks and power line 
construction costs. Additionally, the 2004 
Thanksgiving ice storm and the tornadoes 
and ice storm in 2006, which devastated 
central Illinois and the Menard distribution 
system, were costly events. Even with the 
escalating and unanticipated costs of doing 
business in the last 10 years, the board of 
directors is pleased that they can maintain 
the cooperative’s current electric rates dur¬ 
ing 2007. 

As we look into the future, in 2008 and 
beyond there will be a need to increase rates 
5 to 10 percent to preserve the cooperative’s 
solid financial position and meet the goals 
set by the board of directors. As a not for 
profit cooperative, we will continue to 
provide your electric service at the lowest 
possible cost while meeting your standards 
of great service and power reliability. 

The 70th annual meeting of your coopera¬ 
tive is scheduled for Saturday, June 2, 

2007, at PORTA High School in Peters¬ 
burg. Please mark your calendar and plan 
to attend. A free pork chop dinner will be 
served beginning at 5:00 p.m. and the busi¬ 

ness meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
As a cooperative, we are owned by those 

we serve. The annual meeting is your op¬ 
portunity to participate in the operations 
of the cooperative by electing directors and 
voting on other issues that arise. 
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You just took your monthly meter read¬ 
ing and you notice that it is significantly 
higher than the previous month’s reading. 
What do you do? Your first inclination is to 
call Menard Electric and have your meter 
checked for accuracy. However, the meter 
is rarely the problem. Some of the potential 
causes for higher meter readings are: 

■ READING DATE: Reading your meter 
on the same day each month is very impor¬ 
tant, but not always possible. Days of use 
may vary slightly from month to month, 
causing fluctuations in your bill. 

■ Lifestyle: Your household size has in¬ 
creased or someone is spending more time 
at home. You have added a new swimming 
pool or hot tub. You have had “guests” stay 
for an extended period. You have taken up 
new hobbies that utilize power tools, ovens 
or other electrical appliances. You are using 
uninsulated buildings. 

■ Lighting, refrigeration, appliances and 
cooking: Lighting, refrigeration, cooking 
and appliances account for 56 percent of 
the normal household energy use. You 
may be using the computer, entertainment 
center, stove, hair dryer, washing machine 
or clothes dryer more frequently, or your 
lighting use has increased. The location of 
refrigerators and freezers is very important. 
Never place a refrigerator or freezer in di¬ 
rect sunlight or in an unconditioned space 
such as a breezeway, garage or out-build¬ 
ing. The refrigerator or freezer will have 
to work harder to overcome temperature 
fluctuations. Make sure that refrigerators 
and freezers have adequate ventilation. 

■ Equipment maintenance: If your appli¬ 
ance is more than 15 years old, the effi¬ 
ciency of that appliance may be decreasing 

significantly and requiring more energy. It 
is important to clean or replace your appli¬ 
ances’ condensers, coils and filters regularly. 
You may need to replace the appliance itself. 
Many times, old electrical wiring will have 
loose connections resulting in increased 
electrical use and potential safety hazards. 

■ Seasons: The additional heating or cool¬ 
ing load will cause an increase in electric 
use. Heating and cooling needs average 
around 44 percent of the normal household 
energy use. Using space heaters, fireplaces, 
livestock heaters or vehicle block heaters in 
the winter can dramatically increase your 
energy consumption. Running a dehumidi¬ 
fier or watering lawns, gardens and animals 
in the summer months will increase your 
energy use. 

■ Weather: Lightning may have damaged 
the well pump, sump pump or appliances, 
increasing the running of the pumps or ap¬ 
pliances. If underground wiring-insulation 
is damaged, an increase in electrical use 
may occur when the ground is saturated 
with moisture. 

■ Construction or remodeling activities: 
Has there been any underground excavation 
recently? If you have underground wiring, 
the electrical wires may have been nicked 
resulting in a short. Room additions are 
often completed without proper sizing of 
HVAC equipment for additional heating 
and cooling loads. 

Once you have located the source of 
your problem, you may need to call your 
electrician immediately. For further as¬ 
sistance in learning about appliances and 
their electrical use, call Menard Electric at 
800-872-1203. -We will be happy to assist 
you with your questions. 
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Deja vu All Over Again 
On Thursday evening November 30 an 

ice storm hit Central Illinois. Mother 
Nature hit the cooperative’s electric dis¬ 
tribution system hard. At the heart of the 
storm about 3,500 cooperative members 
were without power. 

Initial problems were caused by ice cover¬ 
ing power lines and trees, which knocked 
out transmission lines that fed five Menard 
substations. By Friday the transmission 
lines were repaired and the outage numbers 
dwindled. 

Menard line crews, along with crews from 
Jo-Carroll Energy in Elizabeth and Soyland 
Power Cooperative in Jacksonville worked 

around the clock until power was restored 
to all residential members on Thursday, 
December 7. 

Burton Tree Service crews also provided 
assistance. Accessibility problems along 
with high winds and extremely cold tem¬ 
peratures hampered the recovery efforts. 

On the next two pages you will see pic¬ 
tures and some words of appreciation from 
Menard members. Many members also 
called to thank the crews who were working 
diligently. 

We would like to thank all our members 
for their patience during this emergency. 

At Menard Electric Cooperative, our members are of the utmost importance 
to us. That’s why we want to help our members save something that’s 

important to them—their electricity. By doing simple things like turning off 
the lights when no one’s in the room to installing energy efficient compact 
fluorescent light bulbs, all of our members can manage their electricity use. 

Because that’s the way it should be. 

Touchstone Energy " 
The power of human connections 
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New Line Extension Policy Approved 
At the October 24, 2006, Board Meeting the Board approved a new Line Extension Policy. The old 

policy had been unchanged for 20 years. The new policy results in a cost sharing of new facilities 
between the member and the cooperative with the member being required to pay between 20 and 
40 percent of the cost of construction. The longer the line extension, the greater the percentage 
the member will be required to pay. 

This is a revision of a long-standing cooperative policy that extended a single phase overhead line 
to anywhere within the cooperative’s service area at no direct cost to the member. The new policy 
requires the member to pay a portion of the cost of construction. As a result, the member will more 
likely make a better economic choice for both himself/herself and the cooperative. 

Line Extension Policy 
The Cooperative will make electrical service available 

throughout its service area to any person, corpora¬ 
tion or other entity applying for membership and agree¬ 
ing to abide by the By-laws and Rules and Regulations 
of the Cooperative, and who makes payment for the 
facilities required in accordance with a fee schedule 
approved by the Board of Directors and in effect at the 
time of construction. 

1. The Cooperative will extend single-phase service to 
any applicant within its service area for residential use 
at the rate and minimum charges established in the 
applicable rate schedules and when payment of the 
required contribution in aid of construction is made 
under the following terms and conditions: 

a) The load to be served will be a permanent, year- 
round load. 
b) The member will pay at least the monthly mini¬ 
mum for one (1) year from the date service is made 
available by the Cooperative and thereafter until 
cancelled by at least thirty (30) days notice given, 
c) Where a line extension is required to provide 
electricity to a new connection, there shall be 
furnished by the applicant, without expense to the 
Cooperative, a suitable right-of-way, properly cleared 
together with the necessary easements, 
d) All easements of right-of-way shall be recorded 
with the respective County Recorder. 

2. The Cooperative will extend service to permanent, 
non-residential, seasonal or multi-phase loads at the 
rates and minimum charges established under the appli¬ 
cable rate schedules and when payment of the required 
contribution in aid of construction is made under the 
following terms and conditions: 

a) Applicant must enter into a written contract for 
the required service. 
b) The member will pay at least the monthly mini¬ 
mum for five (5) years from the date that the service 
is made available by the Cooperative and thereafter 
until cancelled by at least thirty (30) days notice. 

c) Where a line extension is required to provide 
electricity to a new connection, there shall be 
furnished by the applicant, without expense to the 
Cooperative, a suitable right-of-way, properly cleared 
together with the necessary easements. 
d) All easements of right-of-way shall be recorded 
with the respective County Recorder. 
e) If the line extension is to serve a large power load 
(100 KVA or over) the Cooperative reserves the 
right to decide whether increased minimum, deposit, 
additional contribution in aid of construction or 
combination thereof will be used to secure adequate 
revenue and security for the investment. 

3. If the line extension is for a temporary service, the 
applicant shall pay in advance the full estimated cost 
of construction and retirement of the extension, less 
the estimated value of materials returned to stock. 
The Cooperative may also require a deposit in advance 
in the amount of the estimated energy bill under the 
applicable rate. Payment of full construction and re¬ 
tirement cost waives the required term of payment of 
the monthly minimum from the date service is made 
available. (Temporary Service is defined as a service that 
in the opinion of the Cooperative may be of shorter 
duration than five (5) years.) Oil well services shall be 
considered temporary. 

4. An extension of service to a mobile home or house 
trailer, normally temporary service, will be considered 
permanent service according to Section 2 of this policy 
if the following requirements are met: 

a) Site location must be property of the mobile home 
owner; and 
b) Mobile home or house trailer must have a per¬ 
manent pressure water system; and 
c) Mobile home or house trailer must have an ap¬ 
proved sewage system. 

Approved By Board Of Directors 10-24-06 
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Menard Electric Line Extension Policy 
Construction Cost Fee Schedule 

ITEM PERMANENT LOAD COST 

Single Phase Basic Construction Charge: $150.00 

Three Phase Basic Construction Charge: $300.00 

Primary Cost/FT. 

Single Phase Overhead Primary: 

First 300 ft: $0.00 

From 300 - 1300 ft. $1.25 

All over 1300 ft $2.50 

Single Phase Underground Primary: 

Trenching Service Charge $250.00 First 300 ft: $3.00 

From 300 -1300 ft. $4.25 

All over 1300 ft: $5.50 

Three Phase Overhead Primary: First 300 ft: $0.00 

From 300 - 1300 ft. $2.50 

All over 1300 ft: $5.00 

Three Phase Underground Primary: 

Trenching Service Charge $250.00 First 300 ft: $5.00 

From 300 -1300 ft. $7.50 

All over 1300 ft $10.00 

Secondary 

Single Phase Overhead Secondary: First 100 ft: $0.50 

All over 100 ft: $1.00 

Single Phase Underground Secondary: $3.50 

Trenching Service Charge $250.00 First 100 ft: 

All over 100 ft: $4.00 

Three Phase Overhead Secondary: First 100 ft: $1.00 

All over 100 ft: $1.75 

Three Phase Underground Secondary: Installed by Member 

Underground Directional Boring: $8.00 

Trenching Service Charge $250.00 

Transformers & Converters 

Single Phase Overhead Transformer: $300.00 

Single Phase Pad-Mount Transformer: $900.00 

Three Phase Overhead Transformer: $900.00 

Three Phase Pad-Mount Transformer: Price on Request 

Phase Converter (Subject to Engineering Approval): Price on Request 
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The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Menard Electric Cooperative was called 
to order by President Gary L. Martin at 6:00 EM. 
at the headquarters of the Cooperative, 14300 State 
Highway 97, Petersburg, County of Menard and State 
of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: 
Jerry W. Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, Warren 
D. Goetsch, James G. Graff, Gary L. Martin, Donald 
E. McMillan, Roy H. Seaney and Steven L. Worner. 
Also present was Manager Lynn A. Frasco and At¬ 
torney Charles K. Smith. 

The Agenda of the meeting was read. There were 
no changes or additions to the Agenda. Thereafter 
with President Martin presiding and with these 
minutes being transcribed by or under the direction 
of Secretary Frye, the following procedures were had 
(all action being first duly moved and seconded, and 
all action taken being upon the unanimous vote of 
the Board, or without dissenting vote or abstention, 
unless otherwise stated). 

The President reviewed with the Board the Con¬ 
sensus Agenda. It was moved and seconded that the 
Consensus Agenda be approved. Motion carried. 

There was a review of Preliminary 2007 Menard 
Electric Budget. Chris Hinton, Manager of Account¬ 
ing, entered the Boardroom. He and Manager Frasco 
reviewed the proposed Budget and answered ques¬ 
tions from Board Members. There was also much 
discussion about the PCA level. It was moved and 
seconded that the Cooperative leave the PCA level 
at 2 mils for 2007. Motion carried. It was moved and 
seconded that the Cooperative utilize the 6 mil defer¬ 
ral as proposed in the Preliminary Budget and send 
the funds represented by said deferral to Soyland. 
Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report 
for the month of October 2006. He reviewed the Bal¬ 
ance Sheet, Budget, as well as the Outage Summary 
and Safety Report. Under the Operations Report, 
Manager Frasco discussed with the Board the discus¬ 
sion and results of the Strategic Planning Meeting. 
President Martin called the Board into Executive 
Session. President Martin reconvened the monthly 
Board Meeting. Manager Frasco advised that he had 
been contacted by Representatives by Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative with regard to having a 
joint Board Meeting with Menard’s Board Members 
and that such was scheduled for January 18, 2006 at 
6:00 p.m. with the location to be agreed upon at a later 
date. It was moved and seconded that the Manager’s 
Report be approved as presented. Motion carried. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
November 28,2006 

The Manager presented the Financial Report for 
the Month of October 2006. Year to date margins were 
$1,103,192 compared to $1,489,125 the previous year. 
Equity as of the end of October was 33.73% and the 
number of members served was 10,296 compared to 
10,179 last year. Net Utility Plant at the end of Octo¬ 
ber 2006 was $31,507,842 compared to $30,353,411 
a year ago. The cooperative continues to meet the 
requirements of RUS, CFC and the FFB. 

Director Goetsch reviewed AIEC Activities. 
Manager Frasco discussed with the Board the AIEC 
Survey with regard to attorney’s fees and costs and 
Board members fees and costs. 

Director Carls reported on Soyland Activities. The 
Board had previously discussed the issue of revenue 
deferral in the context of the 2007 Preliminary Bud¬ 
get. Manager Frasco reported on the RUS Meeting. 
Manager Frasco reviewed with the Board various 
agreements for approval and consideration related 
to amendments to the Wholesale Power Contract 
and documents related to Prairie State and Franklin 
County Power. It was moved and seconded that the 
following Amendments and Agreements be approved 
and that the Soyland Board Members, that being 
Director Carls and Manager Frasco, be authorized 
to execute all of the documents on behalf of the 
Cooperative, at the next Soyland Board Meeting, to 
wit: 1st Amendment Wholesale Power Contract with 
Soyland; 1st Amendment Transmission Service Agree¬ 
ment with Soyland; Project Participation and Cost 
Allocation Agreement for Franklin County Power; 
Project Participation and Cost Allocation Agreement 
for Prairie State and Power Purchase Agreement be¬ 
tween Prairie Power and Menard. Motion carried. 

Director Goetsch and Director Graff reported 
on the NRECA Class CES 923.1 they attended on 
November 15, 2006. 

Manager Frasco presented the Capital Credit 
Estate Refund Payment Report. 

Due to the late hour of the Meeting, review of the 
CFC-KRTA Ratios for 2005 was postponed to next 
month’s Meeting. 

President Martin advised that next month’s Board 
Meeting was scheduled for December 19, 2006 at 6:00 
p.m. 

Under other business, Manager Frasco reminded 
the Board that the annual Christmas Party was sched¬ 
uled for December 8, 2006 at the Hill Prairie Winery 
near Oakford. 

There being no further business to come before 
the Board, it was moved and seconded the Meeting 
be adjourned. Motion carried. 
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Students: Win A Trip To Washington, D.C.! Menard Electric 
Cooperative 

will sponsor two out¬ 
standing high school 
junior or senior stu¬ 
dents on the trip of 
a lifetime this June. 
The Youth to Wash¬ 
ington Tour, spon¬ 
sored by the electric 
and telephone co¬ 
operatives in Illinois 
and across the United 
States, sends groups 
of young people to 
Washington, D.C. 
each year. 
During a full week in 
the nation’s Capital, 
these students get an up-close 
look at democracy in action and 
get to meet with their Congres¬ 
sional delegation and staff. Past 
participants will tell you it is the 
trip of a lifetime. It’s an experi¬ 
ence they never will forget, full of 
fun, new friends, non-stop tour¬ 
ing and yes, they actually learn 
something too. Most come back 
with an even deeper respect for 
our country, our form of govern¬ 
ment and their opportunities. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future 

leaders have been introduced to 
government and the legislative 
process through this program. 
Many alumni of the program have 
gone on to leadership positions 
in our communities and govern¬ 
ment. Two former longtime Il¬ 
linois State Representatives, Tom 
Ryder and Art Tenhouse, were 
past Youth to Washington Tour 
participants. 

The Youth to Washington Tour 
is recognized as one of the best 
youth tours of Washington, D.C. 
The tour is well organized with 

good chaperones. Participants 
will see monuments and memo¬ 
rials, visit historical places and 
meet Illinois Congressmen, Sena¬ 
tors and their staffs. 

Last year, Tyler Heifers of 
Green Valley and Britanie Pills- 
bury of Petersburg attended and 
had a great learning experience. 

For more information about 
this year’s trip June 8-15, contact 
the cooperative office at 632- 
7746. 
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V 
With our Automatic Payment Plan you can have your electric bill 

automatically deducted from your checking or savings account 
on the 10th of each month. We will deduct the net amount shown on 
your bill, and proof of payment will appear on your monthly statement. 
No checks to write, stamps to buy or deadlines to worry about! Fill 
out the application below to make your life just a little easier! 

Mail with a voided check to Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 
200, Petersburg, IL 62675. 

Name: SS#   

Address:   

City/State/Zip:   

Phone#: Map Location #  

Bank Name:   

Bank Account #  

Checking acct. □ Savings acct. □ 

ce 
I,  , authorize Menard Electric 

Cooperative to draw monthly bank drafts through the automatic plan 
(ACH) on the account shown above for the payment of my electric 

bill in full and any other services 1 authorize. I understand that I may 
discontinue my participation at any time by notifying Menard Electric 
Cooperative in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the 
bank may terminate this agreement with 10 days written notice. I 

understand that Menard Electric Cooperative reserves the right to 

limit participation in this program to customers whose accounts are 
in good standing. I understand that the amount of my bill each month 

will be drafted on the 10th or next business day after. I understand that 

if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, there 

will be a charge posted to my Menard Electric Cooperative account, 

for NSF, and I will still be required to make full payment before the 

due date of the bill. 

Annual Meeting 
June 2,2007 
Mark your calendar for the 

70th annual meeting of 
Menard Electric Cooperative 
Saturday, June 2, 2007, at POR¬ 
TA High School in Petersburg. 
The free pork chop dinner begins 
at 5:00 p.m. and the business 
meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. 

We’re owned by you, our 
members, and this annual meet¬ 
ing is your chance to participate 
directly in the operations of your 
cooperative by electing directors 
and voting on other issues. 

Directors will be elected 
this year from districts 1, 4 and 
6. The incumbents in these 
districts are Roy Seaney, Jerry 
Brooks and Steve Worner, re¬ 
spectively. Petitions for candi¬ 
dates must be submitted to the 
cooperative’s office by April 18, 
2007. Petitions are available at 
the cooperative’s office. 

Signature: Date: 
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The best electric service is the kind you never even notice. 

At Menard Mini Electric Cooperative, there’s a reason we hire people with a passion for service. 

And we constantly train and provide them with all of the latest resources - whatever they need to 

get the job done right. Our mission is to provide much more than reliable electricity - it’s to provide 

peace of mind to all our members. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

Looking out for you. 
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Pay With Your 
Credit Card 
We accept Visa and Master¬ 

Card payments! You can ^ 
pay your electric bill by credit 
card for one time only or for auto¬ 
matic payment each month! 

3 easy ways to pay by credit card: 
Come into the office 

Call our office at 632-7746 with your credit 

card number and expiration date 

£2) Sign the form below and mail it in—you can 

choose to pay one month or every month 

A $3 transaction processing fee will be charged for 
amounts up to $200. Amounts over $200 will be charged 
a transaction fee of 3% of payment amount 

m/T 

  

i 

! 
i 
' 
i 
i 

Mail to: Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, II62675 

Name: 

Menard Electric Account #: 

□ Charge my credit card one time only □ Charge my credit card each month 

Type of card (circle one) Visa MasterCard 

Credit Card #: _ _ 

( Expiration Date: Month Year 

Cardholder’s Name: 

1 

■ 
i 
i 

i 
I 

1 
(please print) 

/ acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my Visa or MasterCard. 

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
l 
l 
I 
I 

i 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
i 

J 
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■ Water Heater 
Rebates and Rate 

This water heater rebate program is 
available on a one-time basis to all 

members who agree to replace an existing 
fossil fuel fired water heater with an electric 

water heater that 
has at least a 40- 
gallon capacity. If 
the new electric wa¬ 
ter heater is installed 
in a new structure or 
replaces a fossil fuel 
fired water heater 
you will receive a 
$100 rebate. For the 
second new water 
heater you will re¬ 
ceive $75. If the new 
electric water heater 
replaces an existing 
electric water heater 
you will receive a $75 
rebate. To qualify for 
the rebate you must 
sign up for the coop¬ 

erative’s load manage¬ 
ment program. In addition 

to the rebate above you will qualify for a 
3 cent per kilowatt-hour rate reduction 
on kilowatt-hours used between 600 and 
1,000 every month of the year. This could 
save you up to $144 each year in addition 
to the rebate. 

■ Geothermal Rebates & Rates The rebate is $600 per unit regardless of 
the size of the unit installed. The unit 

can be installed in either a new or existing 
home. If you install a geothermal heating 
and cooling system you will also be eligible 
for your cooperative’s geothermal rate, if 
you have an all electric home. Under this 
rate you will be billed 5 cents per kilowatt- 
hour for all kilowatt-hours used between 
1,000 and 6,000 for the billing months of 
October through May each year. 

■ Heat Pump 
Rebates Your cooperative 
is offering a $200 

rebate regardless of 
the size of the unit 
installed. 

■ Certified 
Comfort Home 
Rebate If you build a new 

home to the stan¬ 
dards described in 
the Certified Com¬ 
fort Home book you 
will receive a onetime 
$100 rebate. 

If you have any questions on these rebates give the cooperative a call at 
(800) 872-1203 or check out the cooperative’s Web site at www.menard.com. 
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In October 2006 the cooperative began installation 
of a new automatic meter reading (AMR) system. 

The system being installed is known as the Two-Way 
Automatic Communication System (TWACS) and 
is manufactured by Distribution Control Systems, 
Inc. out of St. Louis, Missouri. This same system 
has been or is being installed in at least 13 other 
Illinois cooperatives. Through use of the TWACS 
system the cooperative will be able to: 
• Read meters every day to reduce estimated bills 
and provide more accurate monthly readings; 
• Obtain final reads within seconds from the of¬ 
fice; 
• Disconnect and reconnect services without dis¬ 
patching an area serviceman; 
• Recognize and eliminate meter tampering; 
• Determine when a meter or service is without 
power and when power has been restored to better 
manage outages; 
• Conduct electrical system load and voltage stud¬ 
ies to aid in engineering planning; 
• Control various loads during peak periods reduc¬ 
ing cooperative and member demand charges. 

The TWACS system consists of individual mod¬ 
ules installed in each of the cooperative’s 10,000 
meters along with equipment to transmit and re¬ 
ceive the meter reading signals installed in each of 
the cooperative’s 17 distribution substations. The 
system utilizes existing power lines to communicate 
from the cooperative’s substations to and from each 
member’s meter. From each substation the infor¬ 
mation is then relayed back to the general office 
by digital radio. There the information is sent to 
the customer billing system or to the engineering 
computers to be analyzed. 

In order to install the TWACS modules in all of 
the 10,000 meters on Menard’s electrical system, 
area servicemen and linemen will be changing 
out meters over the next three years. To date the 
TWACS system has been installed in three of the 
cooperative’s substations and over 1,300 meters. 
This leaves approximately 9,000 meters that still 
need to be replaced. 

When your meter is replaced you will experience 
a short service outage of approximately one to two 
minutes while our lineman removes your existing 
meter and installs the new TWACS meter. We 
apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. 
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Plant the Right Tree in the Right Place 

ft or 
less 

Tall Trees, such as: I Medium Trees, such as: I Small Trees, such as: 
• Maple • Oak • Washington hawthorn • Redbud • Dogwood 
• Spruce • Pine | • Golden raintree | • Crabapple 

If you have overhead power lines around your home, take these three zones into consideration when 
planting trees. Trees that are too tall can grow into power lines, possibly causing outages and blinks. Use these 
tips as a rule of thumb at the time when you plant your trees. Trees are costly, and the less trimming the co-op 
will have to do, the happier you’ll be. 

M The Low Zone—Trees that won’t grow taller than 25 feet can be planted directly below and 20 feet 
to either side of power lines. 
The Medium Zone- Trees that grow up to 40 feet can be planted 20 to 50 feet from power lines. 

I The Tall Zone - All other trees should be planted at least 50 feet from power lines. There is little 
likelihood at this distance that wind or ice would cause limbs to interfere with power lines. Visit 
www.arborday.org for more illustrations. 

Choosing the Right Tree and the Right Spot for Energy Efficiency 
The U.S. Department of Energy says that trees planted in the right places can save up to 25 percent 

of your household energy consumption for heating and cooling. Landscaping your home correctly should 
provide enough energy savings to return the investment in less than eight years. 
In the Summer 

The air temperature under a yard’s shade tree can be 25 degrees cooler than that of the nearby street. 
You can block a great deal of solar heat invading your home in the summer but still let the heat warm your 
home in the winter by planting deciduous trees. Trees with high leaves and branches should be planted to the 
south of your home to shade your roof from the hottest part of the day. Trees that have lower branches can be 
planted to the west to shade your home from the low afternoon sun. 

A 6-8 foot tree planted near your home will begin shading windows its first year. It could shade your roof in 
as little as five years. And remember, shading your air conditioner can increase its efficiency by up to 10 percent. 

In the Winter 
Blocking cold winter winds will help reduce your heating costs. Evergreen trees and shrubs planted to 

the north and northwest make good windbreaks. You’ll want to plant trees and shrubs together to provide 
a consistent wind block from the ground to the treetops. For greatest savings, plant windbreaks two to five 
times the mature height of other trees in your yard. 

Be careful not to plant evergreens close to the south side of your home. This could block winter sunlight 
and prevent its warmth from entering your home. 

Shrubs, bushes and vines planted next to your home can also help insulate your home in winter and 
summer. Leave at least one foot between full-grown plants and your home’s outer wall. 

Source: The U.S. Department of Energy - Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy’ at www.eere.energy.gov. 
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Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
December 19,2006 

The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Direc¬ 
tors of Menard Electric Cooperative was called to order 
by Vice-President Jerry7 W. Brooks at 6:00 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Cooperative, 14300 State Highway 
97, Petersburg, County of Menard and State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: Jerry 
W. Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, Warren D. 
Goetsch, James G. Graff, Donald E. McMillan, Roy H. 
Seaney and Steven L. Worner. President Gary L. Martin 
was absent. Also present was Manager Lynn A. Frasco 
and Attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The Vice-President reviewed with the Board the 
Consensus Agenda. It was moved and seconded that the 
Consensus Agenda be approved. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for 
the month of November 2006. He reviewed the Balance 
Sheet, Budget, as well as the Outage Summary7 and Safety 
Report. Under the Operations Report, Manager Frasco 
discussed the reason for the cancellation of the Christ¬ 
mas party due to the fact that there were still members 
without service. He advised that it was planned that the 
party would be rescheduled for probably some time in 
February 2007. He reminded the Board that the Meeting 
with the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative was scheduled for January 18, 2007. 

Manager Frasco advised that a fax would be sent to 
the Board Members advising of the final arrangements for 
the Meeting. He reviewed the work done by the coopera¬ 
tive crews for the month of November. Vice-President 
Brooks called the Board into Executive Session to discuss 
a personnel matter. Vice-President Brooks reconvened 
the monthly Board Meeting. 

Manager Frasco advised that things were proceeding 
with regard to replacement of the cooperative’s radio 
tower. He stated that he had signed a contract to get the 
project started and accepted a bid from Tower Mainte¬ 
nance to remove the old tower and construct the new 
tower. He discussed the procedure for doing such and 
the projected time frame therefore. 

He advised that correspondence had been received 
from AMEREN wherein they were challenging the right 
of the cooperative to serve a proposed new subdivision 
called Cantrall Creek Estates. 

Manager Frasco advised that there had been Meter 
Reader’s training session on the 14th and he had in¬ 
formed the Meter Readers of the planned implementation 
of the automated meter reading equipment. 

Manager Frasco advised that the Cooperative was still 
investigating the health insurance issue and had received 
a preliminary quote on health insurance. It is possible 
that the cooperative would consider switching from Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield to UniCare as UniCare appeared to be 
substantially cheaper than Blue Cross/Blue Shield. He 
advised that the staff would continue to investigate this 
matter for further consideration by the Board. 

He discussed the Retirement Party scheduled for 
Orene Lynn on December 28, 2006, from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m. at the cooperative headquarters. 

There was then a review and discussion of the ice 
storm and a summary of what had occurred during the 
ice storm. He advised that the cooperative had received 
numerous thank you notes and cards from cooperative 
members in recognition of the work done by the coopera¬ 
tive crews during the ice storm. He discussed the hours 
that Terry7 Entwistle had put in during the ice storm. 

It was moved and seconded the Manager’s Report be 
approved as presented. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Financial Report for 
the Month of November. Year to date margins were 
$1,205,239 compared to $1,324,037 a year earlier. Equity 
as of the end of November was 34.09% and the number 
of members served was 10,296 compared to 10,159 a 
year ago. Net Utility Plant at the end of November was 
$31,583,098 compared to $30,379,928 last year. The 
cooperative continues to meet the requirements of the 
RUS, FFB and NRUCFC. 

Director Goetsch reported that the AIEC Board Meet¬ 
ing was scheduled for Thursday, and he reviewed other 
AIEC Activities. 

The Board reviewed with Manager Frasco the pro¬ 
posed 2007 Budget. After discussion, it was moved and 
seconded the Budget be approved as presented. Motion 
carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the 2006 Inventory Adjust¬ 
ment representing a negative $3,099.27. It was moved 
and seconded that the Inventory Adjustment be approved 
and accepted. Motion carried. 

The Board reviewed proposed changes to the Security 
Deposit Policy. After review, it was determined to move 
the Policy to second reading for approval at next month’s 
Board Meeting. 

The Board reviewed proposed changes to the Over¬ 
time Collection Policy. The Board discussed additional 
changes to the Policy. The Policy was moved to second 
reading for consideration and approval at next month’s 
Board Meeting. 

Manager Frasco reviewed with the Board the Sick 
Leave Bonus Program. After consideration, it was moved 
and seconded that the Sick Leave Bonus Plan be contin¬ 
ued for 2007. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Capital Credit Estate 
Refund Payment Report. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the CFC/KRTA Ratios for 
2005. 

Vice-President Brooks advised that the next month’s 
Board Meeting was scheduled for January 30, 2007, at 
6:00 p.m. 

There being no further business to come before the 
Board, it was moved and seconded the meeting be ad¬ 
journed. Motion carried. 
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2007 Tree Trimmiang Plan 

In an effort to provide a safe environment 
and reliable electric service for our members, 

Menard Electric Cooperative administers a line 
clearance program for all of its distribution lines. 
To perform this tree trimming we have employed 
the services of private line clearance contractors. 
These contractors attempt to trim each circuit on 
our distribution at least once every four years. 
Trees are pruned back at least eight to 10 feet 
from our lines. 

Smaller trees and brush under our lines are 
removed to allow access and to eliminate future 
problems. All trimming is done according to 
guidelines established by the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) to assure the con¬ 
tinued health of the trees. Smaller branches and 
brush will be chipped and removed. Larger wood 
will be cut into manageable lengths for disposal 
by the member or other local parties. 

Location maps at right designate areas to be 
trimmed in 2007. Lor more information on tree 
trimming program please visit our Web site at 
www.menard.com or call Jim Rechner, System 
Engineer, at the cooperative office at 800-872- 
1203 or 217-632-7746. 
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Looking For Summer Engineering Student 
nard Electric Cooperative is looking for a 
right young engineering student who is en¬ 

rolled in the electrical engineering curriculum at 
an accredited college, or who will be entering an 
accredited college in the fall of 2007 in the electrical 
engineering curriculum, for summer employment 
within the cooperative’s engineering department. 

The successful applicant will be assisting with 
the GIS mapping of the cooperative’s distribu¬ 
tion system, helping the department’s two staking 
engineers with various distribution projects and 
performing other engineering oriented tasks as 
assigned. 

This will include working both outdoors and 
within the office. If the summer position works 
out to the satisfaction of both the engineering stu¬ 
dent and the cooperative, Menard Electric would 
anticipate this individual returning to a summer 
engineering position each summer until attaining 
a Bachelor’s of Science degree. Interested candi¬ 
dates can apply at the cooperative’s office located 
at 14300 State Highway 97, Petersburg, IE, or by 
contacting Jim Rechner, System Engineer, at 800- 
872-1203 orjrechner@menard.com. 
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Spring is a good time to look into an efficient, safe and whisper-quiet geothermal 

system. Geothermal systems can heat and cool your home and provide hot water for 

a fraction of the cost of propane or natural gas. 

To combat the rising cost of natural gas and propane, call your electric coopera¬ 

tive about geothermal technology today. 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 
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With our Automatic Payment Plan you can have your electric bill 
automatically deducted from your checking or savings account 

on the 10th of each month. We will deduct the net amount shown on 
your hill, and proof of payment will appear on your monthly statement. 
No checks to write, stamps to buy or deadlines to worry about! Fill 
out the application below to make your life just a little easier! 

Mail with a voided check to Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 
200, Petersburg, IL 62675. 

Name: ss# 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Phone#: Map Location # 

Bank Name: 

Bank Account # 

Checking acct. □ Savings acct. □ 

i, authorize Menard Electric 

Cooperative to draw monthly bank drafts through the automatic plan 
(ACH) on the account shown above for the payment of my electric 

bill in full and any other services I authorize. I understand that I may 
discontinue my participation at any time by notifying Menard Electric 

Cooperative in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the 

bank may terminate this agreement with 10 days written notice. 1 

understand that Menard Electric Cooperative reserves the right to 
limit participation in this program to customers whose accounts are 
in good standing. I understand that the amount of my bill each month 
will be drafted on the 10th or next business day after. 1 understand that 
if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, there 
will be a charge posted to my Menard Electric Cooperative account, 
for NSF, and I will still be required to make full payment before the 

due date of the bill. 

Signature: Date: 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE > OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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Pay With Your 
Credit Card 
We accept Visa and Master¬ 

Card payments! You can 
pay your electric bill by credit ^ 
card for one time only or for auto¬ 
matic payment each month! 

3 easy ways to pay by credit card: 
Come into the office 

)Call our office at 632-7746 with your credit 
card number and expiration date 

£J)Sign the form below and mail it in—you can 
choose to pay one month or every month VISA 

A $3 transaction processing fee will be charged for 
amounts up to $200. Amounts over $200 will be charged 
a transaction fee of 3% of payment amount. 

Mail to: Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, II62675 

| Name: 
i i 
! Menard Electric Account #: - - - i 

i □ Charge my credit card one time only □ Charge my credit card each month i 
, i 
i i 
] Type of card (circle one) Visa MasterCard 
i i 
| Credit Card #: _ _ _ j 
i i 
i m 

11 Expiration Date: Month Year il 
i i 

i Cardholder’s Name: 
(please print) 

S / acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my Visa or MasterCard. i vT ■ m 
l I 

i Signature: Date: i 
i i   1 

i MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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Hank built his plant here because the electric co-op 
gave him the power. And the electricity, too. 

Only your local electric a>op makes every customer an owner of the business. 
Unlike other electric utilities, your co^op exists to make sure your needs are always 
met, not to make a profit. And since every electric co-op is locally owned and oper¬ 
ated, your co-op is always there with you, reinvesting in your community. That’s 
why in an electric co-op, the people have the power. 

Used Vehicle Sale 
1987 GMC 7000 4X4, 5-Speed Transmission, 124,089 miles with a Telect Commander 4200 Digger 
Derrick. 

Annual Meeting 
June 2,2007 

Mark your calendar for the 70th annual meeting of 
Menard Electric Cooperative Saturday, June 2, 2007, 

at PORTA High School in Petersburg. The free pork chop 
dinner begins at 5:00 p.m. and the business meeting starts 
at 6:30 p.m. 

We’re owned by you, our members, and this annual meet¬ 
ing is your chance to participate directly in the operations of 
your cooperative by electing directors and voting on other 
issues. 

Directors will be elected this year from districts 1, 4 
and 6. The incumbents in these districts are Roy Seaney, 
Jerry Brooks and Steve Worner, respectively. Petitions for 
candidates must be submitted to the cooperative’s office by 
April 18, 2007. Petitions are available at the cooperative’s 
office. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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■ Water Heater Rebates 
and Rate 

This water heater rebate program is 
available on a one-time basis to all 

members who agree to replace an existing 
fossil fuel fired water heater with an electric 

water heater that 
has at least a 40-gal¬ 
lon capacity. If the 
new electric water ■ heater is installed in 
a new structure or 
replaces a fossil fuel 

5 fired water heater 
you will receive a 
$100 rebate. For 
the second new water 
heater you will re¬ 
ceive $75. If the new 
electric water heater 
replaces an existing ■ I electric water heater 

"“f |i you will receive a $75 
IH rebate. To qualify for 

the rebate you must 
sign up for the coop¬ 

erative’s load manage¬ 
ment program. In addition 

to the rebate above you will qualify for a 
3 cent per kilowatt-hour rate reduction 
on kilowatt-hours used between 600 and 
1,000 every month of the year. This could 
save you up to $144 each year in addition 
to the rebate. 

■ Geothermal Rebates & Rates The rebate is $600 per unit regardless of 
the size of the unit installed. The unit 

can be installed in either a new or existing 
home. If you install a geothermal heating 
and cooling system you will also be eligible 
for your cooperative’s geothermal rate, if 
you have an all electric home. Under this 
rate you will be billed 5 cents per kilowatt- 
hour for all kilowatt-hours used between 
1,000 and 6,000 for the billing months of 
October through May each year. 

■ Heat Pump 
Rebates Your cooperative 
is offering a $200 

rebate regardless of 
the size of the unit 
installed. 

■ Certified 
Comfort Home 
Rebate If you build a new 

home to the standards 
described in the Cer¬ 
tified Comfort Home 
book you will receive a 
onetime $100 rebate. 

If you have any questions on these rebates give the cooperative a call at 
(800) 872-1203 or check out the cooperative’s Web site at www.menard.com. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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Stay Safe When Lightning Strikes 

Lightning causes more storm-related 
deaths annually in the United States 

than tornadoes or hurricanes, and causes 
about $5 billion in economic losses each 
year. 

Safe Electricity offers tips and pre¬ 
cautions recommended by the National 
Weather Service to avoid injury and 
damage during thunderstorms and light¬ 
ning activity. 

Under the “30-30 rule,” if you are 
outside when a storm approaches and 
you see lightning, count the time until 
you hear thunder. If you count 30 sec¬ 
onds or less, seek proper shelter. Wait at 
least 30 minutes after the last observed 
lightning or thunder before leaving 
shelter. 

Stay Inside 
“If thunderstorms and lightning are 

approaching, the safest location is in¬ 
doors away from doors and windows,” 
says Jim Rechner, MEC System Engi¬ 
neer. 
• Use only cordless or cell phones to 
make emergency calls. 
• Turn off and unplug appliances well 
before a storm nears - never during. 
• Stay away from electrical outlets, ap¬ 
pliances, computers, power tools and TV 
sets. Take off headsets and stop playing 
video games. 
• Avoid water and contact with piping, including 
sinks, baths and faucets. Don’t wash dishes, shower 
or bathe during a thunderstorm. Also avoid wash¬ 
ers and dryers since they not only connect with the 
plumbing and electrical systems, but also contain 
an electrical path from the outside through the 
dryer vent. 
• Do not lie on the concrete floor of a garage as 
it likely contains a wire mesh. 
• Basements typically are a safe place to go during 
thunderstorms, but avoid concrete walls that may 
contain metal rebar. 

If You’re Caught Outdoors 
“If you’re in an open area outside, tingling skin 

or crackling sounds could signal that lightning is 
about to strike,” warns Rechner. “Drop down into 
a crouching position and make yourself as small as 
possible - feet together and hands over your ears 
- with minimal contact with the ground.” 

Additional lightning facts and safety tips can be 
found at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Web site at www.lightningsafety. 
noaa.gov. Also visit www.SafeElectricity.org for 
more electrical safety information. 

• Move to a safer location such as a vehicle with 
a solid, metal roof. Close the windows and avoid 
contact with electrical conducting paths, such as 
the steering wheel, ignition, gear shifter or radio. 
• Avoid water, high ground and open spaces. Do 
not seek shelter under tall, solitary trees; canopies; 
small picnic or rain shelters; or in any open-frame 
vehicles such as jeeps, convertibles, golf carts, trac¬ 
tors or mowers. 
• Do not stand near power, light, flag poles, 
machinery, fences, gates, metal bleachers or even 
other people. Spread out at least 20 feet apart from 
each other. Move to low ground and seek cover in 
clumps of bushes, or trees of uniform height, such 
as a forest. 
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The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors 
of Menard Electric Cooperative was called to order by 

President Gary L. Martin at 6:00 p.m. at the headquarters 
of the Cooperative, 14300 State Highway 97, Petersburg, 
County of Menard and State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: Jerry 
W. Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, James G. Graff, 
Gary L. Martin, Donald E. McMillan, Roy H. Seaney 
and Steven L. Worner. Director Warren D. Goetsch was 
absent. Also present was Manager Lynn A. Frasco and 
Attorney Charles K. Smith. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for 
the month of December 2006. He reviewed the Balance 
Sheet, Budget, as well as the Outage Summary and Safety 
Report. 

Under the Operations Report, Manager Frasco advised 
that the Ameren Dispute Resolution Meeting with regard 
to the Cantrall Creek Estates Subdivision was postponed 
because of the ice storm and had been rescheduled. He 
advised that he would attend the Irrigated Growers Meet¬ 
ing and discuss with those present, the new Line Exten¬ 
sion Policy and give them a history of interruptions for last 
summer. Manager Frasco advised that he had contacted 
Brandt Fertilizer about giving assistance for their GPS 
Service and advised that a meeting was scheduled with 
Pat Schaddel, who was the technical representative for 
Brandt to discuss Menard possibly authorizing utilization 
of Menard’s Substations as possible sites for repeaters. 

He presented a review of the Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
health insurance expense and the review showed that 
there was a savings to the cooperative as a result of the 
high deductible plan. Manager Frasco advised that there 
was discussion about the cooperative participating and 
providing wireless Internet service to cooperative mem¬ 
bers. Director Goetsch entered the Boardroom. Manager 
Frasco advised that he would report on this matter at 
future Board Meetings. President Martin called the Board 
into Executive Session to discuss sale of real estate. 

President Martin reconvened the monthly Board 
Meeting. Manager Frasco discussed the damage to the 
cooperative system as a result of the recent ice storm. He 
discussed with the Board the need to develop a policy with 
regard to retirement and removal of unused distribution 
and service facilities. He discussed the reason for the 
need for such a policy and the terms and provisions of 
the policy. It was the consensus of the Board that the 
staff prepare a proposal with regard to possible provisions 
for the policy for consideration and review by the Policy 
Committee. 

Manager Frasco discussed with the Board the possible 
American Ethanol Plant at Allen Station. Manager Frasco 
then presented to the Board materials with regard to the 
irrigation rate, and there wTas discussion as to irrigation 
rate design. Director Frye discussed with the Board 
his proposals as far as changes in the irrigation rate, as 
did Director Worner. After discussion by the Board, it 
was moved and seconded that the horsepower charge 
contained in the irrigation rate be reduced from $29.80 

to $19.80, effective for the 2007 irrigation season. The 
motion failed. It was the consensus of the Board that 
this issue would be revisited later in discussions as far 
as changes in rate design for the cooperative system as a 
whole. 

Manager Frasco discussed appointment of the NRECA 
Delegate for the NRECA Annual Meeting. It was moved 
and seconded that Director Brooks be appointed the 
Delegate. Motion carried. It was moved and seconded 
the Manager’s Report be approved as presented. Motion 
carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Financial Report for the 
month of December. Year to date margins were $848,239 
compared to $931,890 a year earlier. Equity as of the 
end of December was 33.52 percent and the number of 
members served was 10,275 compared to 10.138 a year 
ago. Net Utility Plant at the end of December was 
$31,694,519 compared to $30,400,744 last year. The 
cooperative continues to meet the requirements of the 
RUS, FFB and NRUCFC. 

Director Goetsch reported on AIEC Activities. 
Director Carls reported on Soyland Activities and 

advised that the Soyland Annual Meeting was scheduled 
for next Wednesday. 

Director Brooks reported on the meeting of the Annual 
Meeting Committee and the plans for the June 2, 2007, 
Annual Meeting at PORTA High School. 

Director Seaney reported on the meeting of the Capital 
Credit Committee. 

The Board reviewed, for second reading, the change 
with regard to the Security Deposit Policy. It was moved 
and seconded the policy, as revised, be adopted. Motion 
carried. 

The Board reviewed, for second reading, the changes 
with regard to the Overtime Collection Policy. It was 
moved and seconded that the policy, as revised, be ad¬ 
opted. Motion carried. 

The Board reviewed, for first reading, the changes 
with regard to the Reconnection Charge Policy. 
Manager Frasco reviewed the Capital Credit Estate Pay¬ 
ments Report. 

The Board discussed the joint board meeting held with 
Rural Electric Convenience. 

President Martin advised that next month’s meeting 
was scheduled for February' 27, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. 

Under other business, Manager Frasco reminded 
the Board the NRECA Annual Meeting was scheduled 
for March 20-22, 2007, in Las Vegas; the Soyland An¬ 
nual Meeting was scheduled for February 7, 2007, at the 
Crowne Plaza, Springfield, Illinois; and that the Menard 
Electric After Christmas Party was scheduled for February 
16, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. at The Hill Prairie Winery. 

There being no further business to come before the 
Board, it was moved and seconded the meeting was ad¬ 
journed. 
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Youth Day 

Representative Rich Brauer met with 11 students rep¬ 
resenting Menard Electric Cooperative during the 

Illinois Electric and Telephone Cooperatives Youth Day 
on Wednesday, March 28, in Springfield. Students had an 
opportunity to view state government in action, meet with 
Secretary of State Jesse White and tour the State Capitol, 
Old State Capitol and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Museum. 

Front row from left are Jenna Tucker of Havana, Caro¬ 
line Williams of Sherman, Carley Reynolds of Tallula, Me¬ 
gan Woiwode of Manito, Lyndi Elliott of Decatur and Ross 
Johnson of Illiopolis. Back row from left are Rep. Brauer, 
Zack Bryant of Havana, Jared Hayward of Williamsville, 
Nathan Herbert of Petersburg, Jeremy Timbrook of Manito, 
and Landon Frye of Easton. 

The day was sponsored by the Illinois electric and 
telephone co-ops and is designed to introduce young rural 
leaders to state government. 

Jared Hayward and Jenna Tucker are this year’s winners 
of an all-expenses paid trip to Washington D.C. courtesy 

of Menard Electric Cooperative. This trip is part of the 
Youth To Washington Trip organized in the late 1950s by 
electric and telephone cooperatives in Illinois to introduce 
rural youths to our democratic form of government and 
cooperatives. 

Hayward and Tucker will be among 60 rural Illinois 
youths touring the nation’s capital June 8-15, 2007, and will 
visit the Nation’s Capitol, Gettysburg, Arlington National 
Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the Smithsonian Mu¬ 
seums, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and other 
historical sites. 

In the event Hayward and Tucker are unable to attend, 
first and second alternates Ross Johnson and Megan Woi¬ 
wode will take their place. 

From left are Hayward, Tucker, Woiwode and Johnson. 

The 70th annual meeting of your coopera¬ 
tive is scheduled for Saturday, June 2, 

2007, at PORTA High School in Peters¬ 
burg. Please mark your calendar and plan 
to attend. A free pork chop dinner will be 
served beginning at 5:00 p.m. and the busi¬ 

ness meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
As a cooperative, we are owned by those 

we serve. The annual meeting is your op¬ 
portunity to participate in the operations 
of the cooperative by electing directors and 
voting on other issues that arise. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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■ Water Heater Rebates 
and Rate 

This water heater rebate program is 
available on a one-time basis to all 

members who agree to replace an existing 
fossil fuel fired water heater with an electric 

water heater that 
has at least a 40-gal' 
Ion capacity. If the 
new electric water 
heater is installed in 
a new structure or 
replaces a fossil fuel 
fired water heater 
you will receive a 
$100 rebate. For 
the second new water 
heater you will re¬ 
ceive $75. If the new 
electric water heater 
replaces an existing 
electric water heater 
you will receive a $75 
rebate. To qualify for 
the rebate you must 
sign up for the coop¬ 

erative’s load manage¬ 
ment program. In addition 

to the rebate above you will qualify for a 
3 cent per kilowatt-hour rate reduction 
on kilowatt-hours used between 600 and 
1,000 every month of the year. This could 
save you up to $144 each year in addition 
to the rebate. 

■ Geothermal Rebates & Rates 
The rebate is $600 regardless of the size 

of the unit installed. The unit can be 
installed in either a new or existing home. 
If you install a geothermal heating and 
cooling system you will also be eligible for 
your cooperative’s geothermal rate, if you 
have an all electric home. Under this rate 
you will be billed 5 cents per kilowatt-hour 
for all kilowatt-hours used between 1,000 
and 6,000 for the billing months of October 
through May each year. 

■ Heat Pump 
Rebates 

Your cooperative 
is offering a $200 

rebate regardless of 
the size of the unit 
installed. 

■ Certified 
Comfort Home 
Rebate If you build a new 

home to the standards 
described in the Cer¬ 
tified Comfort Home 
book you will receive a 
onetime $100 rebate. 

If you have any questions on these rebates give the cooperative a call at 
(800) 872-1203 or check out the cooperative’s Web site at www.menard.com. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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An Electricity Primer 
What is a Kilowatt Hour A kilowatt hour is a term for electrical “energy” 

usage. Most electrical appliances and equip¬ 
ment have an electrical rating on them either in 
watts or kilowatts. One thousand watts is one 
kilowatt. Basically, kilo means 1,000. 

A typical hair dryer might be rated at 1,600 
watts or 1.6 kilowatts. Light bulbs are rated differ¬ 
ent sizes such as 100 watt or 60 watt. Whatever 
kilowatts you have on in an hour are kilowatt 
hours. So if you have 10, 100 watt light bulbs on 
for one hour you would have 1 kilowatt hour. (10 
bulbs x 100 watts/bulb x 1 hour = 1,000 watt hours 
or 1 kilowatt hour). 

Some items are rated in amps at a certain volt¬ 
age. For instance you might have a device that is 
rated at 1.5 amps at 120 volts. There are some items 
that would fall into this calculation that seem to 
be very complicated while meaning very little to 
most people so for all practical purposes you can 
multiply the voltage times the amps to get the 
wattage. In this case it would be 1.5 amps x 120 
volts = 180 watts. 

Most houses average around 1,100 kilowatt 
hours each month. 

What is Demand or a Demand 
Charge 

To start thinking about “demand” you have 
to understand the difference between kilowatts 
and kilowatt hours from above. Most residential 
members are charged for the number of kilowatt 
hours they use each month. Kilowatt hours is a 
term for energy. Some of the members with larger 
loads are charged based on their energy (kilowatt 
hours) plus their demand (kilowatts). In that case 
they have an energy charge but they also have a 
“demand” charge, which is based on the most us¬ 
age they have for a 15-minute period during the 
month. 

Let’s look at the example from above but assume 
that we operate half of the light bulbs for two hours 
and then shut them off. Then we turn the other 
half on for two hours. All the bulbs were still on 
for two hours, just at different times. But, in the 
first case the most we had on at any one time was 
1 kilowatt. In the second example the most we 
had on at any one time was half the bulbs at 0.5 
kilowatts (or 500 watts). 

So, the person that was being billed a demand 
charge could reduce his cost due to demand by 

“diversifying” his load while the energy charge 
would be the same. Diversifying the load means 
to shift the load so you have as little as possible 
on at any one time, thus reducing your monthly 
demand charge. It is a lot like an odometer and a 
speedometer on a car. You can travel 30 miles an 
hour for 2 hours or 60 miles per hour for 1 hour 
and travel 60 miles in each case. However, your 
speed to get there varied. 

You have seen what a demand charge is hut why 
is there a demand charge.7 A cooperative and any 
other utility must know what demand or capacity 
they must have available at any time. They either 
have to be able to produce or buy that demand of 
electricity. They also have to make sure they have 
the transformers and wire size that can withstand 
that demand. As a consumer gets bigger they 
make a larger impact upon the demand that the 
cooperative must be capable of satisfying. 

A consumer of this magnitude recognizes that 
a higher demand raises his bill but he should 
also recognize that by controlling his demand he 
is helping to control the overall demand on the 
cooperative’s system. If he can keep his demand 
low then he can keep his rate lower as well as 
reducing the capacity that the cooperative must 
be ready to serve. The majority of our members 
are on an energy-only rate and do not encounter 
demand charges. 

Offlex 
Cl^OSIHG 
Our office will be closed for 

Memorial Day on Monday May 28. 
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Pay With Your 
Credit Card 
We accept Visa and Master- 

Card payments! You can 
pay your electric bill by credit 
card for one time only or for auto¬ 
matic payment each month! 

3 easy ways to pay by credit card: 
Come into the office 

Call our office at 632-7746 with your credit 
card number and expiration date 

Sign the form below and mail it in—you can 
choose to pay one month or every month VISA 

A $3 transaction processing fee will be charged for 
amounts up to $200. Amounts over $200 will be charged 
a transaction fee of 3% of payment amount. 

Mail to: Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name: 

, Menard Electric Account #: _ _ _ 
Hi 
■ □ Charge my credit card one time only □ Charge my credit card each month I 

i 
 i 

i 

Type of card (circle one) 

Credit Card #: 

Visa MasterCard 

| Expiration Date: Month Year 

i 

Cardholder’s Name: 
(please print) 

I 

.. 1 / acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my Visa or MasterCard. I 

gi Signature: Date: 

i 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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How Many Lights Does it Take to Change the World? 

It can be easier than you think to make a dif¬ 
ference in your home and your community. In 

fact, it can be as easy as changing a lightbulb. 
What types of lightbulbs you use can affect the 
temperature, ambiance and mood, as well as your 
household’s bottom line. 

One dollar in every five you spend on electric¬ 
ity goes to pay for lighting, making it one of the 
easiest areas in your home to save energy. That’s 
about $200 a year you’re spending to light your 
home! Energy Star-qualified lightbulbs are cost ef¬ 
fective because they can last more than seven years, 
compared to about 11 months for an incandescent 
bulb—that’s eight times longer. 

A compact fluorescent lamp screws into a 
regular lightbulb socket but has a longer life and 
uses less electricity.. .and there’s no loss in lighting 
quality with compact fluorescents, either. Energy- 
efficient lightbulbs with the Energy Star seal offer 
the same warm, bright light you’ve always known. 
You can even find lightbulbs that simulate daylight, 
to give the rooms in your home a natural look. 

Traditional incandescent bulbs generate 10 
percent light and 90 percent heat. Because Energy 
Star-qualified lightbulbs run cooler, they make your 
home more comfortable. 

When you choose an Energy Star-qualified 
lightbulb, you are making a difference for the 
environment by reducing air pollution and green¬ 

bulbs does it take to 
change the world? 
You can help with 

just one. 

house gas emissions. 
As a matter of fact, 
if every household 
in the United States 
changed just one in¬ 
candescent lightbulb 
to an Energy Star- 
qualified bulb, the 
combined efforts would save more than 5.6 billion 
kilowatt-hours of electricity—that’s enough to light 
all the households in Washington, D.C. for almost 
11 years. Also, the same action would prevent 8.9 
billion tons of carbon dioxide gas from going into 
the air. A comparable fact would be like removing 
780,000 cars from U.S. roads end to end, stretch¬ 
ing from Atlanta to Los Angeles. 

People across the country are joining the U.S. 
Department of Energy, U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency and the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development by pledging to switch 
one lightbulb at home to an Energy Star-quali¬ 
fied bulb. Last year, 70,000 people signed Energy 
Star’s Change a Light, Change the World Pledge, 
saving more than 23 million kWh of energy and 
preventing over 18,500 tons of greenhouse emis¬ 
sions. This year, the goal is to get half a million 
people to take the pledge. For more information, 
visit www.energystar.gov/changealight. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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With our Automatic Payment Plan you can have your electric bill 
automatically deducted from your checking or savings account 

on the 10th of each month. We will deduct the net amount shown on 
your bill, and proof of payment will appear on your monthly statement. 
No checks to write, stamps to buy or deadlines to worry about! Fill 
out the application below to make your life just a little easier! 

Mail with a voided check to Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 
200, Petersburg, IL 62675. 

Name: SS# 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Phone#: Map Location # 

Bank Name: 

Bank Account # 

Checking acct. □ Savings acct. □ 

I,  , authorize Menard Electric 

Cooperative to draw monthly bank drafts through the automatic plan 

(ACH) on the account shown above for the payment of my electric 
bill in full and any other services I authorize. 1 understand that I may 

discontinue my participation at any time by notifying Menard Electric 
Cooperative in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the 
bank may terminate this agreement with 10 days written notice. I 
understand that Menard Electric Cooperative reserves the right to 
limit participation in this program to customers whose accounts are 
in good standing. I understand that the amount of my hill each month 
will be drafted on the 10th or next business day after. I understand that 

if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, there 

will be a charge posted to my Menard Electric Cooperative account, 

for NSF, and 1 will still be required to make full payment before the 

due date of the bill. 

Signature: Date: 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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Menard Electric is One 
of America’s Cooperative 
Electric Utilities 
The Nation’s Consumer Owned 
Electric Utility Network 

Electric cooperatives are an integral part of the 
$300 billion U.S. electric utility industry. They 

play a critical role in our nation’s economy and in 
local communities. 

Distribution cooperatives deliver electricity to 
the consumer. Generation and transmission coop¬ 
eratives (G&Ts) generate and transmit electricity 
to distribution co-ops. 

In addition to electric service, many electric 
co-ops are involved in community development 
and revitalization projects, e.g., small business 
development and jobs creation, improvement of 
water and sewer systems, and assistance in delivery 
of health care and educational services. 

FACTS AT A GLANCE 
864 distribution and 66 G&T cooperatives 
serve: 

► 40 million people in 47 states. 

► 17 million businesses, homes, schools, 
churches, farms, irrigation systems and 
other establishments in 2,500 of 3,141 
counties in the U.S. 

► 12 percent of the nation's population. 

To perforin their mission, electric 
cooperatives: 

► own assets worth $97 billion, 

► own and maintain 2.4 million miles, or 43 
percent, of the nation’s electric 
distribution lines, covering three quarters 
of the nation's landmass, 

► deliver 10 percent of the total 
kilowatt-hours sold in the U.S. each 
year, 

► generate nearly 5 percent of the total 
electricity produced in the U.S. each 
year, 

► employ 67,000 people in the United 
States, 

► retire more than $483 million in capital 
credits annually. 

► pay more than $1.2 billion in state and 
local taxes 

Compared with other electric 
utilities: 

► Co-ops serve an average of 7.0 
consumers per mile of line and collect 
annual revenue of approximately $10,565 
per mile of line, 

► Investor-owned utilities average 35 
customers per mile of line and collect 
$62,665 per mile of line, 

► Publicly owned utilities, or municipals, 
average 46.6 consumers and collect 
$86,302 per mile of line. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. > WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of Menard 
Electric Cooperative was called to order by President Gary 

L. Martin at 6:00 EM. at the headquarters of the Cooperative, 
14300 State Highway 97, Petersburg, County of Menard and 
State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: Jerry W. 
Brooks, Michael L. Carls, Warren D. Goetsch, James G. Graff, 
Gary L. Martin, Roy H. Seaney and Steven L. Worner. Directors 
D. Jay Frye and Donald E. McMillan were absent. Also present 
was Manager Lynn A. Frasco, System Engineer James Rechner 
and Attorney Charles K. Smith. It was moved and seconded that 
Director Graff be appointed acting Secretary for the Board Meet¬ 
ing. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for the month 
of January 2007. He reviewed the Balance Sheet, Budget, as well 
as the Outage Summary and Safety Report. Under the Operations 
Report, Manager Frasco reported on the status of the auction for 
March 10, 2007. He advised that he had discussed the auction 
with Ron Sanert and that things were proceeding as planned. 
Attorney Smith advised that the Contract had been prepared for 
the sale of the Cooperative Headquarters and parking lot to the 
City of Petersburg, and that such had been approved by Attorney 
John Swartz, Attorney for the City of Petersburg. It was moved 
and seconded that the President and Secretary be authorized to 
enter into a Contract for the sale of the property to the City of 
Petersburg for the sum of $100,000.00. Motion carried. Manager 
Frasco also reported on the December 1, 2006 ice storm and 
advised that there had been a FEMA Disaster Declaration which 
would result in a partial reimbursement of the expenses incurred 
by the Cooperative as a result of the ice storm. He reported on 
the CIPS/MEC Dispute Meeting held with the Honorable Judge 
Welch. He discussed this dispute involving the Cantrall Creek Es¬ 
tates Subdivision. He advised that after presentation of each side’s 
position, CIPS has agreed that they will relinquish their claim to 
serve the Subdivision and would allow Menard Electric to be the 
exclusive provider of service to the Subdivision. Manager Frasco 
discussed with the Board the Irrigation Clinic Meeting held on 
February 8, 2007. He and System Engineer James Rechner advised 
that they had met with Representatives of Illinois Rural Coopera¬ 
tive to discuss wireless Internet service that Illinois Rural was of¬ 
fering its members through the Illinois Rural Telecommunications 
Coop. They had received a grant for installation of the service 
within their territory. Menard was inquiring whether Illinois Ru¬ 
ral would be interested in partnering with other Cooperatives to | 
expand the wireless Internet service into other service areas. Mr. 
Rechner discussed the Internet program and answered questions 
from Board Members. He and Manager Frasco also discussed their 
Meeting with Representatives of NOW Wireless, who were pres¬ 
ently working with Eastern Illini Cooperative to deliver Internet 
service. Manager Frasco reviewed their presentation and plan for 
development to provide broadband connections. He advised that 
they required the execution of a Non-Disclosure Agreement by 
President Martin prior to providing any further information with 
regard to their Program. It was moved and seconded that President 
Martin be authorized to execute the Non-Disclosure Agreement. 
Motion carried. After further discussion by the Board, it was the 
consensus to proceed further with investigating working with 
Illinois Rural and offering wireless Internet service to Menard’s 
members, and that the Staff also investigate the availability of 
Grants for providing such service. Manager Frasco and James 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
FEBRUARY 27, 2007 

Rechner discussed their Meeting with Brandt’s regarding the RTK 
Service. Manager Frasco discussed the adjustment to the CIPS rate 
as a result of Ameren’s rate increase for certain property owners 
within East Bluff Subdivision, Petersburg, Illinois. It was moved 
and seconded the Manager’s Report be approved as presented. 
Motion carried. 

The Manager presented the Financial Report for the Month 
of January 2007. Year to date margins were $(177,078) compared 
to $54,435 the previous year. Equity as of the end of January was 
33.01% and the number of members served was 10,255 compared 
to 10,105 last year. Net Utility Plant at the end of January 2007 was 
$31,750,850 compared to $30,469,899 a year ago. The cooperative 
continues to meet the requirements of RUS, CFC and the FFB. 

Director Goetsch reported on AIEC Activities. 
Director Carls reported on Soyland Activities and reviewed 

with the Board the Soyland Annual Meeting. He advised that it 
was necessary to approve a Resolution with regard to the Prairie 
Power Delegate, that being Director Carls as Delegate with Man¬ 
ager Frasco as Alternate Delegate. It was moved and seconded 
that a Resolution be adopted: 

Director Brooks reported on plans for the Annual Meeting. 
The Board reviewed revisions to the Policy Section VIII Petty 

Cash. After review, it was determined to move the Policy to second 
reading for approval at next month’s Board Meeting. 

The Board reviewed revisions to the Policy Section III Meeting 
of Board. After review, 
it was determined to move the Policy to second reading for approval 
at next month’s Board Meeting. 

System Engineer James Rechner reviewed with the Board a new 
Policy developed by the Staff with regard to removal of inactive 
electrical facilities. The Board discussed with Mr. Rechner the 
terms and provisions of the Policy. There were suggestions from 
the Board and Manager Frasco of revisions to the Policy. The Staff 
will revise the Policy in accordance with those changes and present 
such for first reading at next month’s Board Meeting. 

The Board reviewed, for second reading, the change with regard 
to the Re-Connection Charge Policy. It was moved and seconded 
that the Policy, as revised, be adopted. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Capital Credit Estate Payments 
Report. 

President Martin reminded the Board that the NRECA Annual 
Meeting was scheduled for March 20-22, 2007. Manager Frasco 
discussed plans for the NRECA Annual Meeting. 

President Martin advised that next month’s Meeting was 
scheduled for March 27, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. 

Under other business, Manager Frasco discussed the ICWCG 
Annual Meeting scheduled for April 4, 2007 at the AIEC Office. 
It was moved and seconded that Director Frye be approved and 
appointed as Delegate for said Meeting. Motion carried. Manager 
Frasco discussed with the Board the need for a new rate design 
for irrigation rates. The question was raised whether this should 
be referred to the Irrigation Committee or the Policy Committee 
or how the Board wished to handle consideration of changes to 
irrigation rates. It was the consensus of the Board that Manager 
Frasco obtain further information from Carl Dufner and then such 
be considered initially, by the Irrigation Committee. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, 
it was moved and seconded the Meeting be adjourned. Motion 
carried. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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70th ANNUAL MEETING 
Saturday, June 2, 2007 
PORTA High School, Petersburg 

Registration begins at 4:00 p.m. Dinner will be served 
at 4:30 p.m. by the Mason County Pork Producers. 

Gary Burt to provide vocal entertainment and there 
will be free health screenings available. Bucket Truck 
rides will be provided, weather permitting, for those 
who want to participate and special prize drawings for 
children will be held. 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this 
year’s annual meeting. Cooperative’s are owned by 
those they serve. The annual meeting is your op- 
portunity to participate directly in the operations of 
your cooperative by electing directors and voting on 
other issues as they arise. We look forward to seeing 
you at this year’s annual meeting. 

Budget Billing begins in June - Sign up now 
Your cooperative will again offer budget billing 

to all Farm & Residential single-phase services. 
The budget-billing plan is a method where the 
member is rendered equal bills for a maximum of 
11 months. The budget billing cycle will begin with 
the June 30 bill and end with the April 30 bill. The 
May 31 bill, the settlement/true-up bill, will show 
an amount due or a credit balance, depending upon 
whether the actual kilowatt-hour use was higher 
or lower than estimated. 

Monthly budgeted amounts are determined by 
estimating the average kilowatt-hour use based on 
the actual use of the previous 12 months. For new 
members the budget amount will be determined 
based upon the best available data. 

If you have any questions or would like to sign 
up for the budget billing plan, please contact the 
cooperative office and we will be happy to send you 
the necessary information. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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■ Water Heater Rebates 
and Rate 

This water heater rebate program is avail¬ 
able on a one-time basis to all members 

who agree to replace an existing fossil fuel 
fired water heater with an electric water heat¬ 

er that has at least a 
40-gallon capacity. If 
the new electric wa¬ 
ter heater is installed 
in a new structure or 
replaces a fossil fuel 
fired water heater you 
will receive a $100 
rebate. For the sec¬ 
ond new water heater 
you will receive $75. 
If the new electric 
water heater replaces 
an existing electric wa¬ 
ter heater you will re¬ 
ceive a $75 rebate. To 
qualify for the rebate 
you must sign up for 
the cooperative’s load 
management program, 

n addition to the rebate 
above you will qualify for 

a 3 cent per kilowatt-hour rate reduction 
on kilowatt-hours used between 600 and 
1,000 every month of the year. This could 
save you up to $144 each year in addition 
to the rebate. 

■ Geothermal Rebates & Rates 
The rebate is $600 regardless of the size 

of the unit installed. The unit can be 
installed in either a new or existing home. 
If you install a geothermal heating and cool¬ 
ing system you will also be eligible for your 
cooperative’s geothermal rate, if you have 
an all electric home. Under this rate you 
will be billed 5 cents per kilowatt-hour for 
all kilowatt-hours used between 1,000 and 
6,000 for the billing months of October 
through May each year. 

■ Heat Pump 
Rebates Your cooperative 
is offering a $200 

rebate regardless of 
the size of the unit 
installed. 

■ Certified 
Comfort 
Home 
Rebate 

If you build a new 
home to the stan¬ 

dards described in 
the Certified Com¬ 
fort Home book you 
will receive a one¬ 
time $ 100 rebate. 

If you have any questions on these rebates give the cooperative a call at 
(800) 872-1203 or check out the cooperative’s Web site at www.menard.com. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 
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We accept Visa and Master- 
Card payments! You can 

pay your electric bill by credit 
card for one time only or for auto- ^ 
matic payment each month! 

A $3 transaction processing fee will be charged for 
amounts up to $200. Amounts over $200 will be charged 

V 3 easy ways to pay by credit card: 
Come into the office 

3) Call our office at 632-7746 with your credit 
card number and expiration date 

Sign the form below and mail it in—you can 
choose to pay one month or every month 

a transaction fee of 3% of payment amount 

Mail to: Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

i 

' Name: 

, Menard Electric Account #: 
K 

i □ Charge my credit card one time only Q Charge my credit card each month 

Type of card (circle one) Visa MasterCard 

j Credit Card #: 
! 

Expiration Date: Month 

i Cardholder’s Name: 
H 

Year 

(please print) 

■l / acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my Visa or MasterCard. 
I 

i Signature: 
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OUTDO 
SAFE! 
By Tina Marie Farmer 

is designed to direct any ungrounded 
electricity to ground. Either replace 

all two-prong outlets with their three- 
pronged cousins, or hire a licensed 
electrician to do it for you. Another op¬ 
tion is to install three-prong adapters, 
available at hardware or home stores, 
on your two-prong outlets. 

A playful splash from the swim¬ 
ming pool. A speaker acci¬ 

dentally bumped into the hot 
tub. Too busy soaking up the warm 
summer sun to consider the electri¬ 

cal dangers lurking out there? Take 
heart. The best protection against 
outdoor electrical accidents is four 

devices designed to keep you and 
your family safe. 

Circuit breakers or fuses 
These devices protect against 

current overloads on your electrical 
system. When the protected circuit is 

overloaded by either too much equip¬ 
ment or by faulty equipment, the 
breaker trips or the fuse opens, cutting 
off the power supply to the circuit. 

To avoid overloads, calculate the 
watts of power required to operate all 
of the equipment you will be plugging 
into one circuit. 

Remember: volts x amps = power 
(watts). (Volts and amps should be 
listed on product labels.) 

Add all equipment wattages to¬ 
gether and compare the total to the 

wattage rating of the circuit. This is 

especially important when hosting an 
outdoor party or other event to avoid 

a disruption in your festivities. 

Croeed-fault circuit 
interrupters ICFCIs] 

A GFC1 interrupts the flow of 

power when the device detects power 

leaks. Water provides the easiest path 
to ground, so it is essential to have GF- 

Cls installed wherever there is a chance 
of contact between water and electricity. 

If an electrical product falls into water, 
such as a pool, hot tub, or water garden, 
the GFCI will cut off the electrical current 
and may save a life. 

Test your GFCIs monthly by fol¬ 
lowing these three steps: 
■ Plug a nightlight or another small 
appliance into a GFCI-protected outlet 
and turn the appliance on. 
■ Press the “test” button on the out¬ 
let. The appliance should shut off. 

■ Press the “reset” button on the 
outlet. The appliance should turn 

hack on. 
If the appliance does not shut off 

when you press the test button, the 

GFCI is faulty and needs to be repaired 

or replaced by a licensed electrician. 

Thne-pruuiud plugs and uutlits 
Tempting as it may be to simply cut 

off the third prong of an electric plug 
when you only have two-prong outlets- 

don’t do it! The third prong on a plug 

Arc-fault cinuit 
interrupters (AFGIsl 

If your home has faulty wiring, it is 

at greater risk of fires caused by arcing 

in the wires. A circuit breaker or fuse 
will detect the problem, but often not 

until a fire has already started. To com¬ 

bat this problem, the electrical industry 

has developed the AFCI. AFCIs detect 
arcing and sparking in the wiring and 
cut off power immediately—before a 

fire has the chance to start. 
For more information about outdoor 

electrical safety, visit the Electrical 

Safety Foundation at www.esfi.org. 
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That Old Refrigerator May Be Costing You 
That six-pack of soda in the garage refrig¬ 

erator could be costing you a lot more 
than you think. Millions of homeowners 
have an old refrigerator in their garage or 
basement, which is often a hand-me-down 
from the kitchen. 

These older refrigerators may still run, 
but can consume twice the amount of energy 
of a new energy-efficient model. At a time 
when homeowners are looking for ways to 
cut their energy bills, spending as much as 
$ 125 a year to keep a few sodas or beers cold 
may not make sense. 

In a home where the extra refrigerator 
is regularly stocked with food, replacing 
it with a new ENERGY STAR®-qualified 
refrigerator is an option to consider. You’ll 
still save up to $275 over the next five years, 
plus you’ll get better performance. New 
ENERGY STAR- qualified refrigerators are 
available in a variety of sizes and price points, 
so you don’t need to buy anything extrava¬ 
gant (some companies make refrigerators 
designed just for the garage). 

If the extra refrigerator tends to be empty, 
or home to just a few batteries, stale sodas 
or mystery containers of food, you should 
probably get rid of it altogether. Think of 
all the extra space you’ll have in your garage 
for storing equipment or tools. 

If giving up your second refrigerator 
causes too much angst, consider opting for 
a smaller compact fridge. These units are 
smaller than a regular refrigerator but can 
still hold extra sodas and other small items. 
They also use only a fraction of the energy 
of a full-size model. Look for one that has 
earned the ENERGY STAR and save up to 
$80 per year. 

Is there an Energy Hog feeding in your 
basement? It could be costing you as much 
as $125 a year to keep a few sodas. 

If a large amount of food storage is needed, 
but only at certain times of the year, some 
families may find it better to keep the old model 
but only plug it in when it is needed. Leaving 
the old refrigerator unplugged for 10 months 
of the year can save as much as $ 105. 

To help consumers evaluate their choices, 
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) now 
offers an online Refrigerator Retirement 
Calculator, available at www.energy star, 
gov/refrigerators. This interactive tool allows 
homeowners to calculate how much it costs 
to operate their current refrigerator, and how 
much money they can save by retiring it or 
replacing it with one that has earned the 
ENERGY STAR. 

These models help reduce air pollution and 
greenhouse gases caused by burning fossil fuels 
and use less energy than a 75-watt lightbulb. 
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Make Your Life Easier With Our Automatic Payment Plan 
How it works: 

The Automatic Payment Plan is depend' 
able, flexible, convenient, and easy. You 
authorize regularly scheduled payments to 
made from your checking or savings account. 
Then, just sit back and relax. Your payments 
will be made automatically on the 10th day 
of each month, and proof of payment will 
appear on your statement. The amount 
withdrawn from your account will be the 
net amount due shown on your bill. The 
authority you give us to charge your account 
will remain in affect until you notify us in 
writing to terminate the authorization. 

Sign up Now! 
To take advantage of this service, please 

fill out the application form included on page 
16g of this newsletter. 

With our Automatic Payment Plan, you can 
pay your bill each month automatically 

from your checking or savings account. 

Sways automatic payment 
can help you: 

1. It saves time - fewer checks to 
write. 

2. It is convenient and timely - even if 
you’re out of town. 

3. It is always on time - no lost or 
misplaced statements help maintain 
good credit and avoid late charges. 

4. It saves money - no postage or 
envelopes needed. 

5. It’s easy - it’s easy to sign up for or 
cancel, just call us. 

Most people think that insulation is just for keeping the cold out 
during the winter, but, it’s actually equally important in the summer 
to keep the cool air inside. Your local electric cooperative can check 
your home’s insulation and make energy saving recommendations. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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With our Automatic Payment Plan you can have your electric bill 
automatically deducted from your checking or savings account 

on the 10th of each month. We will deduct the net amount shown on 
your bill, and proof of payment will appear on your monthly statement. 
No checks to write, stamps to buy or deadlines to worry about! Fill 
out the application below to make your life just a little easier! 

Mail with a voided check to Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 
200, Petersburg, IL 62675. 

Name: SS# 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Phone#: Map Location # 

Bank Name: 

Bank Account # 

Checking acct. □ Savings acct. □ 

I,  , authorize Menard Electric 

Cooperative to draw monthly bank drafts through the automatic plan 

(ACH) on the account shown above for the payment of my electric 
bill in full and any other services I authorize. I understand that I may 

discontinue my participation at any time by notifying Menard Electric 

Cooperative in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the 
bank may terminate this agreement with 10 days written notice. I 
understand that Menard Electric Cooperative reserves the right to 
limit participation in this program to customers whose accounts are 

in good standing. I understand that the amount of my bill each month 
will be drafted on the 10th or next business day after. I understand that 
if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, there 
will be a charge posted to my Menard Electric Cooperative account, 

for NSF, and I will still be required to make full payment before the 

due date of the bill. 

Signature: Date: 
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REPORT Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
March 27, 2007 

The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of Menard Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative was called to order by President Gary L. Martin at 

6:00 EM. at the headquarters of the Cooperative, 14300 State Highway 

97, Petersburg, County of Menard and State of Illinois. 
On roll call the following Directors were present: Jerry W Brooks, 

Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, Warren D. Goetsch, James G. Graff, Gary L. 

Martin, Donald E. McMillan, Roy H. Seaney and Steven L. Women Also 

present was Manager Lynn A. Frasco and Attorney Charles K. Smith. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for the month 

of February 2007. He reviewed the Balance Sheet and Budget. Under 

the Operations Report, Manager Frasco reminded the Board that the 

following day was the Youth Day to Springfield. He advised that Trish 

Michaels would be accompanying students from Menard Electric to the 

Youth Day festivities. He advised that the Cooperative had agreed to 

support the Sangamon County and Mason County Farm Safety Day 
by contributing to the event. 

He reported on the auction results for the auction of the Coopera¬ 

tive properties held on March 10, 2007, as conducted by Auctioneer, 

Ron Sanert. He reported that the lot had sold to Thomas Knous for the 

sum of $8,000.00 and the storage lot had sold to the Clinton Lodge for 

the sum of $21,000.00. He advised that the Cooperative was waiting 

for the Partial Releases of Mortgage as to the two tracts so that they 

could then close the transactions. Manager Frasco and Attorney Smith 

reported on the status of matters with regard to the sale and closing of 

the property purchased by the City of Petersburg. 

Manager Frasco advised that he had been contacted by a City 

Council Person, Joel Gain, to discuss whether the Cooperative would 

be willing to replace and construct a new roof on the Cooperative 

Headquarters and to do so prior to closing. Mr. Gain’s suggestion was 

that the Cooperative pay for the removal and replacement of the roof 

and that the expense be added to the sales price. There was discussion by 

the Board as to those issue. Various Board Members expressed concerns 

about liability to the Cooperative and other issues that might arise with 

regard to the removal and replacement of the roof. Manager Frasco and 

Attorney Smith advised that there would need to be an Addendum to 

the Contract to address these issues. 

Attorney Smith advised that he would discuss this matter further with 
Attorney Swartz, the City of Petersburg Attorney. Manager Frasco discussed 
the Contract with the City of Petersburg. Attorney Smith advised that the 

Contract had been signed by the Mayor and the City Clerk. It was moved 

and seconded that the President and the Secretary of the Cooperative be 

authorized to enter the Contract on the terms and provisions as set forth 

therein. Motion carried. 
Manager Frasco advised that John Freitag, on behalf of AIEC, was 

applying for a Grant for energy efficiency upgrades and that Menard’s 

suggestion was to focus on irrigation system efficiencies. The funding 

would be through the United States Department of Agriculture. Man¬ 

ager Frasco reported on FEMA ice storm reimbursement. He advised 

that the Cooperative would be making application for reimbursement 

for additional damage to the Cooperative system. 

He discussed the status of matters with regard to providing wireless 

Internet service to Cooperative members. Manager Frasco discussed 

recent conversations with Illinois Rural Representatives. He advised 

that Illinois Rural Representatives felt they needed to concentrate on 

providing service to their service territory. Manager Frasco reviewed a 

list of current irrigation construction and advised that 22 systems were 

scheduled for construction and that 8 of those had been installed. He 

advised that 7 of them did not have their documentation back to the 

Cooperative. He reviewed the construction schedule. 

He advised that the Cooperative Representatives had executed the Now 

Wireless Confidentiality Agreement and that a Meeting was scheduled 

with their Representatives for Thursday to further educate themselves 

about the service offered by Now Wireless. 

He reviewed the Low Income Home Energy Assistance list as to 

those members who had received assistance. He advised that a member 

had contacted him asking the Board to reconsider its decision with regard 

to participation in the Renewable Energy Resources & Coal Technology 

Development Assistance Program. The matter was discussed by the Board 

and it was the consensus of the Board not to participate in the Program. 

Manager Frasco distributed to the Board a sample of the Spoon 

River Cooperative Board Report. He suggested that the Board take the 

Report home and review such and advise if they wished to use any of 

the format in Menard’s Board Report. 

It was moved and seconded the Manager’s Report be approved as 

presented. Motion carried. 

The Manager reported the details of the financial report for the 

month of February 2007. Year to date margins were ($81,876) com¬ 

pared to $164,651 a year ago. Equity as of February was 33.49% and 

the number of members served was 10,226 compared to 10,090 a year 

earlier. Net utility plant at the end of the month was $31,762,962 

compared to $ 30,613,991 a year ago. The cooperative continues to 

meet the requirements of RUS, FFB, and NRUCFC. 

Director Goetsch advised that there was nothing to report as there 

had been no AIEC Board Meeting. 

Director Carls reported on Soyland Activities. 

Director Brooks reported on the status of plans for the Annual 

Meeting. 

The Board reviewed Policy Section VIII - Petty Cash for second 

reading. It was moved and seconded the Policy be approved as amended. 

Motion carried. 

The Board reviewed Policy Section III - Meeting of Board for second 

reading. It was moved and seconded the Policy be approved as amended. 
Motion carried. 

The Board reviewed Policy TV - Removal of Inactive Electrical Facili¬ 

ties. After discussion, it was decided to move the Policy, as revised, to 

second reading for approval at next month’s Meeting. 

The Board reviewed Policy IV - Underground Service Policy. After 

discussion by the Board, it was decided to move the Policy, as revised, 
to second reading for approval at next month’s Meeting. 

The Board reviewed the new Policy Section IV - Service to Residential 

Subdivisions. Manager Frasco reviewed the reason for and the terms and 

provisions of the new Policy. After discussion, it was determined to move 

such to second reading for approval at next month’s Board Meeting. 

Manager Frasco and the Board discussed Rate Design for irriga¬ 

tion rates. Manager Frasco reviewed various proposals for changes 

to the irrigation rates. After much discussion, it was determined that 

the matter be referred to the Irrigation Committee for a review and a 

recommendation to the Board. 

Manager Frasco presented the Capital Credit Estates Refund Report. 

Manager Frasco and those Board Members who had attended the 

NRECA Annual Meeting discussed the Meeting. 

President Martin advised that next month’s Meeting is scheduled for 

April 24, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. President Martin reminded the Board that 

the Irrigation Committee would meet prior to that Meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

Under other business, Manager Frasco distributed to the Board die 

2006 Audit and inquired whether the Board wanted a Representative from 

the auditing firm to come to the next Board Meeting to personally present 

the Audit Report. It was the consensus of the Board not to do so. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, it was 

moved and seconded the Meeting be adjourned. Motion carried. 

Board minutes also available on menard.com about 30 days after the Meeting. 
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Menard Electric Cooperative 'A Touchstone Energy1’ Cooperative 
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Menard Electric Cooperative’s 
70th Annual Meeting 

Members of Menard Electric 
Cooperative were updated 

on the financial status of their 
cooperative, the progress of the 
installation of the Automated 
Meter Reading system, as well 
as celebrating the continued suc¬ 
cess of Menard Electric during 
its 70th annual meeting on June 
2 at PORTA High School in 
Petersburg. 

Financially, 2006 was a suc¬ 
cessful year for the cooperative, 
said Treasurer Roy Seaney of 
Tallula. Menard completed 2006 
with margins of $1,018,238, 
which was an increase of $86,345 
over 2005 margins. Seaney said 
this was largely attributable to 
the increase in operating margins, 
as a result of decreased power 
expenses from 2006 over 2005. 

The cooperative was able to 
retire $325,000 of capital credits 
to members who received service 

during the year 1982. Through 
2006 the cooperative has re¬ 
turned $4^777,654 of capital 
credits to its members. 

Capital credits are the margins 
the co-op makes after meeting all 
of the year’s financial obligations. 
This margin is allocated to mem¬ 
bers based on their usage each year. 
When the board of directors de¬ 
termines the co-op can financially 
afford to return these margins, 
capital credits checks are issued. 

The cooperative’s largest ex¬ 
pense is the wholesale power cost 

from Soyland Power Cooperative. 
Wholesale power costs in 2006 
represented 63.9 percent of total 
operating expenses for the year. 

“The cooperative has limited 
control over our power costs, but 
we continue, through our repre¬ 
sentation on the Soyland Board, 
to attempt to hold the line on 
these costs,” said Seaney. 

The cooperative’s equity at the 
end of 2006 was 33.8 percent or 
$13,345,000, which means that 
the members of the cooperative 
own 33.8 percent of the assets 
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Roy Seaney of Tallula, Jerry W. Brooks of Oakford and Steven 
L. Worner of Manito were re-elected to the board of directors 
of Menard Electric Cooperative during the co-op’s 70th annual 
meeting. From left are Brooks, Seaney and Worner. 

belonging to the cooperative. 
The remaining 66.2 percent rep¬ 
resents the mortgages and other 
debts of the cooperative. Total 
equity has increased $676,770 
from year-end 2005. 

Kilowatt-hours sold or used by 
the cooperative in 2006 decreased 
4.0 percent compared to 2005. 
“The decrease in kilowatt-hours 
sold was primarily a result of 
a mild winter and our largest 
commercial account having an 
extended maintenance outage,” 
said Seaney. 

Board President Gary Martin 
of Alexander said by following the 
cooperative principles, Menard 
Electric and the electric coopera¬ 

tive system has created the envi¬ 
ronment to be successful for 70 
years and long into the future 

Martin added there are several 
things that constitute stability in 
the utility business: rate stabil¬ 
ity, financial stability and service 
stability. 

“It is no secret that here in 
Illinois rates are a huge issue, 
especially for customers of inves¬ 
tor-owned utilities,” said Martin. 
“Here at Menard we have had a 
very stable rate structure since 
1997.” 

Martin said that a long-term 
contract with Menard’s wholesale 
power supplier, Soyland Power 
Cooperative, will expire at the 

end of 2008. But the board of 
directors and Soyland are explor¬ 
ing several power supply options, 
both short-term and long-term, 
that will hopefully allow very 
modest rate increases and provide 
rate stability for an extended pe¬ 
riod of time. 

General Manager Lynn Frasco 
said all of the Soyland distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives have confirmed 
their contracted commitment 
to the Prairie State Power Plant 
being built in southern Illinois, 
and projected to come on line 
in 2011. “This large, efficient 
coal burning power plant will be 
among the cleanest plants in the 
country, and will be the primary 
energy resource to Menard for the 
next 40 years,” said Frasco. “The 
Soyland ownership in a portion 
of the Prairie State Power Plant, 
along with the other power plants 
that Soyland operates, will supply 
nearly 70 percent of all the power 
needed by Menard members.” 

Frasco said that the coopera¬ 
tive’s board of directors has been 
able to maintain rate stability for 
last 10 years, and have not had any 
rate adjustments since 1997. But 
added that the board will be mak¬ 
ing some difficult decisions later 
this year on how to maintain the 
cooperative’s financial stability and 
at the same time meet the electric 
service needs of the members. 

“As our future power supply 
costs are firmed up in the next few 
months, our board will have the 
information needed to consider 
the adjustment that will be neces¬ 
sary to implement between 2008 
and 2011,” said Frasco. 

Frasco said that while any rate 
increase is never welcomed news, 
members will hear from Menard 
as far in advance as possible, and 
the board of directors are attempt¬ 
ing to keep the increase as low as 
possible. Frasco estimated that 
between 2008 and 2011 a member 
receiving service on Rate 10 (Farm 
and Residential) that uses a low 
volume of kWh would see their 
bill increase $10 to $15 per month, 
while a member that uses a large 
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number of kWh would see their bill 
increase 15 percent to 20 percent 
over this four year time frame. 

“The board will also be looking 
at the results of a recent cost of 
service study, to be sure that any 
adjustments are fairly balanced 
between rate classes, so that 
one rate class is not subsidizing 
another,” said Frasco. “Once the 
board has completed their review 
and determined the proper ad¬ 
justment needed, a full discussion 
of the new rates will be available 
to all the members in the center 
section of our Illinois Country 
Living magazine.” 

Frasco updated the members 
on the installation of the new 
Automated Meter Reading sys¬ 
tem (AMR) and said that it is on 
track to be completed by the end 
of 2008. 

“By the end of this summer, we 
will have one-half of the substations 
converted with AMR equipment 
and about one-third of the systems 
meters will be replaced with new 
AMR meters,” said Frasco. 

Frasco added that the new 
AMR system is currently reading 
about 20 percent of our meters. 
The new system will offer more 
accurate meter data, reading on 
demand, elimination of estimated 
bills, reduction of possible theft of 
electric service, and improved ser¬ 
vice through faster recognition of 
members who are out of service. 

“We are looking forward to 
bringing the cost savings and 
benefits that AMR has to offer 
as part of the vision of providing 
better service to our members,” 
said Frasco. 

Frasco said that in a year with 
normal weather, members experi¬ 
ence between three to four hours 
of electric service outages, but 
in 2006, due to severe storms, 
members experienced nearly 12 
hours of outages. 

Frasco said financial impact on 
a cooperative is another way to 
gauge the severity of a storm and 
the emergency repairs and resto¬ 
ration from the 2006 storms will 
approach 1 million dollars. But 
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IEC Scholar 
Benjamin Johnson of San Jose, 
left, is one of five winners of 
this year’s Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship. He is the son of 
Tom and Pam Johnson. The 
presentation was made by 
Menard Electric Cooperative 
Board President Gary Martin 
at the co-op’s annual meeting 
June 2. 

Johnson competed for the scholarship with 204 other students 
from across the state. The $1,250 awards are given each year 

to four sons or daughters of electric co-op members, and one to 
the son or daughter of a co-op employee or director. Johnson 
received the scholarship reserved for a student attending a com¬ 
munity college in the fall. 

Candidates were judged on grade-point average, college en¬ 
trance exam scores, work and volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities and a short essay demonstrating their knowledge 
of energy cooperatives. 

on the positive side, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) determined that Men¬ 
ard Electric is eligible for nearly 
$600,000 in reimbursements as 
a result of a major storm declara¬ 
tion for the March and November 
2006 storms. 

“When you consider that Me¬ 
nard has never received FEMA 
assistance for the cost of storm 
repairs before these 2006 storms, 
you get a little better appreciation 
for just how serious the magni¬ 
tude of these two storms were for 
all of us in 2006,” said Frasco. 

Frasco added that major storms 
are never welcomed but they give 
an organization like Menard the 
opportunity to test its emergency 
readiness and ability of all employ¬ 
ees to respond to members’ needs 
for reliable electric service. 

“I was impressed with the over¬ 
all efforts of all of our employees, 
as well as the line crews who came 
to assist us from other distribution 
cooperatives,” said Frasco. “I could 
see first hand just how diligent 
and skillful our employees were 
in restoring our storm-damaged 
system to normal operation.” 
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/A ceiling fan is a stylish way to increase the comfort of 

your home without turning up the air conditioner. The 

breeze created by a ceiling fan can make a 79 degree 

room feel like 72 degrees for just pennies a day. 

When buying a ceiling fan you have to consider the 

size of the room first. For rooms up to WO square feet 

buy a 36-inch fan. A 42-inch fan will cool rooms up to 

144 square feet. For rooms up to 225 square feet buy a 

48-inch and a 52-inch fan for rooms up to 400 square 

feet. For rooms longer than 18 feet consider buying two 

medium size fans. 

Fans should be hung near the middle of the room, 

close to where people gather and at least 7 feet from the 

floor. The blades should be at least 24 inches from the 

ceiling and the walls. 

For more information on ceiling fans visit your local 

home center. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
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We accept Visa and Master- 

Card payments! You can 

pay your electric bill by credit 

card for one timeonly or for auto¬ 

matic payment each month! 

Masti 

VISA 

3 easy ways to pay by credit card: 
Come into the office 

)Call our office at 632-7746 with your credit 
card number and expiration date 

)Sign the form below and mail it in—you can 
choose to pay one month or every month 

erCara 

A $3 transaction processing fee will be charged for 
amounts up to $200. Amounts over $200 will be charged 
a transaction fee of 3% of payment amount 

Mail to: Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name: 

Menard Electric Account #: 

| □ Charge my credit card one time only □ Charge my credit card each month 1 

1 Type of card (circle one) Visa MasterCard 

Credit Card #: 

| Expiration Date: Month Year 

(please print) 

I 
I 
1 Cardholder’s Name: 

i 
i 
i 

1 / acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my Visa or MasterCard. 
I 
l 
I 
I Signature: Date: 

i 
i j 
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Your Family Is 
Unique 

A Real Energy Saver 
By Stacy Slatton, ICL Intern 

Has your electric bill ever caught you off guard? 
Have you ever wondered how to estimate your 

energy usage and cost? If so, the booklet Your Family is i 
Unique could be just what you’ve been looking for. 

Your Family is Unique is an 
eight-page booklet that includes: 

• Tips on how to save energy. 

• Plans for vacation and seasonal usage. 

• An appliance energy usage guide. 

• A formula to estimate the cost of your family’s energy usage. 

• “Did you know” facts about appliances, such as water pumps. 

• “Try this and save” tips for cheap household maintenance ideas that can save you money. 

• Answers to questions such as “Why is my electric bill higher than my neighbor’s” and 

“Is the meter accurate?” 

“The Your Family is Unique 
publication has been around 
for years, but it recently re¬ 
ceived a major renovation. It will 
continue to be a great tool for 
cooperatives to give to members 
who are concerned about high 
electric bills,” says Rick Policy, 
Manager of Field Services from 
the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives. 

Policy, along with three oth¬ 
er local electric cooperative en¬ 

ergy experts, recently updated 
the booklet to correspond with 
the current kilowatt/hour rates 
and newer household gadgets, 
such as cell phones and plasma 
televisions. 

Some people aren’t aware 
of just how much energy their 
family uses in a month. Things 
like phantom loads, appliances 
that consume small amounts of 
electricity even when turned 
off, and hot water usage are 

some of the surprising causes 

of high electric bills. 
“Often-times the member 

thinks the meter is inaccurate 
and that they can’t possibly 
be using that much electricity. 
This publication helps them 
realize that they may be using 
more than they think,” Policy 
says. 

Contact Menard Electric to 
receive your copy of the Your 
Family is Unique booklet. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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Energy Tips to Help Your Pocketbook and America 
According to the Department of Energy, house¬ 

hold energy costs have increased a whopping 12 
percent from 2004- Even more startling is the price of 
natural gas, which rose by 23 percent. The good news 
is that there are many actions Americans can take to 
lower their energy bills, and at the same time help the 
nation become more energy independent. 

Keep Your Cool This Summer 

• Use a microwave oven instead of a conventional 
oven. 

• Use a power strip to control your electricity use. 
A large number of electrical products—especially 
home electronics—can’t be switched off completely 
without being unplugged. These products draw 
power 24 hours a day. Plugging them into a power 
strip to shut them off will save you money. 

• Lower the thermostat on your hot water heater to 
115° and take showers instead of baths. 

• Wash only full loads of dishes and laundry. 

Landscape For Efficiency 

• The shelter from three trees, properly planted 
around a house, can cut annual heating/cooling 
costs up to $250. 

• Grow vines on trellises to shade windows, the side 
of a house or AC units. 

AC, Appliances And Lighting 

• Open windows, when conditions permit, and 
use fans instead of air-conditioning. Use a fan 
to maximize and spread the cooled air from air 
conditioner units. 

• Use a programmable thermostat with the AC to 
adjust the unit at night or when no one is home. 

• Keep lamps and TVs away from the thermostat. 
Heat from appliances and lamps could cause the 
air conditioner to run longer. 

Shade The Windows 

• Install white shades, drapes or blinds to reflect 
heat. Close curtains on southwest-facing windows 
during the day. Sunny windows can make an air 
conditioner work three times harder. 

• Replace single- and double paned windows with 
ENERGY STAR labeled windows to save energy 

There are many actions Americans can take to 

lower their energy bills and help the nation be¬ 

come more energy independent. 

and money for years to come. Install them before 
December 31, 2007, and qualify for a tax credit. 

Weatherize 

• Caulking and weather stripping will help keep 
out hot outside air, thus keeping indoor air cool. 
If you see holes in ducts, hire a professional to 
repair them. 

• Add insulation around AC ducts in attics and 
crawl spaces. 

• Consider investing in insulation for the whole 
house. 

Whenever possible, purchase products with the 
ENERGY STAR label. The label means you are in¬ 
vesting in energy efficiency, value, comfort and high 
performance. 

Homeowners can save an estimateci 30 percent 
(about $450) a year on their home energy bill by 
using ENERGY STAR-qualified products. 

For over 100 energy-saving tips, visit the Web site 
Energy savers.gov. 
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Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
April 24,2007 

The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Menard Electric Cooperative was called to order by Presi¬ 

dent Gary L. Martin at 6:00 p.m. at the headquarters of the 
Cooperative, 14300 State Highway 97, Petersburg, County of 
Menard and State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: Jerry W. 
Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, Warren D. Goetsch, James 
G. Graff, Gary L. Martin, Donald E. McMillan and Roy H. Se- 
aney. Director Steven L. Womer was absent. Also present was 
Manager of Accounting & Information Systems, Chris Hinton, 
Manager Lynn A. Frasco and Attorney Charles K. Smith. 

Manager Frasco suggested that, as Chris Hinton was pres¬ 
ent, that the Board proceed to consider and review the 2006 
Audit. Mr. Hinton reviewed the Audit with the Board and an¬ 
swered questions from the Board about the 2006 Audit. After 
review and consideration, it was moved and seconded that the 
Board accept and approve the Audit. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for the 
month of March 2007. He reviewed the Balance Sheet, Budget, 
as well as the Outage Summary and Safety Report. 

Under the Operations Report, Manager Frasco advised 
the Board that a student residing in Menard’s territory was a 
recipient of an Illinois Community College Scholarship from 
AIEC. The student is Ben Johnson and he resides in the San 
Jose area. 

Manager Frasco reported that the Cooperative had been 
contacted by Cargill about another proposed Ethanol Plant 
near Havana, Illinois. Manager Frasco reviewed correspon¬ 
dence sent to Cargill by System Engineer, James Rechner. He 
discussed the proposed plans for the Ethanol Plant and the 
load factor anticipated if the plant was, in fact, constructed 
and completed. 

He advised that Menard and Ameren had agreed to switch 
service with regard to two irrigation systems. He discussed with 
the Board whether they desired to make any changes in the 
Manager’s Report to include and incorporate any of the materials 
in the Spoon River Report. It was the consensus of the Board to 
incorporate the front-page information with Menard’s Report, 
but to make no other changes in Menard’s Report. 

Manager Frasco discussed the status of matters with regard 
to providing wireless Internet service to Cooperative members. 
Manager Frasco presented to the Board a Summary of irriga¬ 
tion construction and the status thereof. It was moved and 
seconded the Manager’s Report be approved as presented. 
Motion carried. 

Director Goetsch reported on AIEG Activities. 
Director Carls and Manager Frasco discussed an agree¬ 

ment entitled Agreement of Responsibility for complying with 
the Liability Standards between Soyland Power Cooperative 
and Menard Electric. After discussion, it was moved and 
seconded that Director Carls be authorized to enter into the 
Agreement on behalf of Menard. Motion carried. Director 
Carls and Manager Frasco discussed changes with regard to 
the Soyland Organization and the reason therefore. Director 
Carls advised that the need for the change was tied directly to 
the fact that RUS was now agreeable to providing financing 
for the Prairie State Project, but would not provide financing 
if it was to Soyland. 

Director Carls and Manager Frasco updated the Board on 
current developments with regard to Prairie State and Franklin 
Power. In light of recent developments, they discussed the 
need for expanding Menard’s share of Prairie State. It was 
the recommendation of Manager Frasco and Director Carls 
that the Cooperative increase its interest in Prairie State from 
the current 7 megawatts to 15 megawatts. 

After a lengthy discussion, it was moved and seconded that 
Director Carls and Manager Frasco be authorized to increase 
Menard’s interest in Prairie State from 7 megawatts to 15 mega¬ 
watts, contingent upon such being available. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Financial Report for the 
Month of March. Year to date margins were $63,623 com¬ 
pared to $180,783 a year earlier. Equity as of the end of March 
was 33.79% and the number of members served was 10,231 
compared to 10,081 a year ago. Net Utility Plant at the end 
of March was $31,914,610 compared to $30,837,318 last year. 
The cooperative continues to meet the requirements of the 
RUS, FFB and NRUCFC. 

Director Brooks reported on the status of plans for the 
Annual Meeting. 

Director Frye reported on developments with regard to the 
Irrigation Committee and advised that the Committee had 
not had adequate time to meet to make a recommendation to 
the Board. He discussed with the Board proposed changes to 
the irrigation rate. It was decided that the Committee would 
meet before next month’s Board Meeting and make a recom¬ 
mendation to the full Board. 

Manager Frasco reported on developments with regard 
to FEMA in relation to the November 30th ice storm. He 
advised that Menard had been awarded $766,035.42 for 
expenses incurred in repairing and rebuilding a portion of 
the Cooperative’s system as a result of ice storm damage. He 
reviewed his discussions with the FEMA Representative and 
advised that it was his recommendation that the Coopera¬ 
tive have a Policy, that Menard would, in the future, follow 
minimum RUS guidelines for line construction. 

He advised that this would allow Menard to qualify for 
additional FEMA funds in the future if there was damage to 
the Cooperative system similar to what occurred on November 
30, 2006. 

Manager Frasco reviewed with the Board the 2006 IC- 
WCG results. 

The Board reviewed Policy Section IV - Removal of 
Inactive Electrical Facilities for second reading. The Board 
reviewed Policy Section IV - Underground Service Policy for 
second reading. The Board reviewed the new Policy Section 
IV - Service to Residential Subdivisions for second reading. 
It was moved and seconded the Policies be approved. Motion 
carried. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Capital Credit Estates Re¬ 
fund Report. 

President Martin advised that next month’s meeting was 
scheduled for May 22, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. 

There being no further business to come before the 
Board, it was moved and seconded the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion carried. 

Board minutes also available on menard.com about 30 days after the Meeting. 
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Jared Hayward of Williamsville and Jenna 
Tucker of Havana represented Menard 

Electric Cooperative in Washington, D.C., 
during the annual “Youth to Washington” 
Tour, June 845. This event, sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois, 
began in the late 1950s to introduce rural 
youths to our democratic form of government 
and cooperatives. 

The students met with Senator Dick Durbin 
and Congressman Ray LaHood and were 
among 57 rural Illinois youth leaders selected 
for the trip. In addition to the Capitol, they 
also visited the White House, Arlington Na¬ 
tional Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the 
Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, the World War II Memo¬ 
rial, George Washington’s estate atMt. Vernon 
and a number of other historical sites. 

From left are 
Tucker, LaHood 
and Hayward. 
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8 Ways To Keep Dorm Rooms Safe 
College students soon will pack into dorms and 

apartments with study lamps, laptops, TVs, ste¬ 
reos, grooming and other electrical devices. Before 
unloading and plugging in electronics, make sure 
your student is educated on safe appliance use and 
precautions against electrical hazards. 

The National Fire Protection Association es¬ 
timates that nearly 1,600 fires occur in campus 
housing each year. Safe Electricity and Co-op name 
urges students and parents to review these safety 
tips to prevent and reduce the risk of electrical fires 
in student housing: 
■ Purchase and use only UL-rated electrical 

appliances and power cords 
■ Do not overload extension cords, power strips 

or outlets. 
■ Never use extension cords on a continuous 

basis; they serve temporary solutions only. 
■ Never tack or nail an electrical cord to any 

surface, or run cords across traffic paths, under 
rugs or furniture. 

■ Use light bulbs with the correct wattage for 
lamps. If no indication is on the product, do 
not use a bulb with more than 60 watts. 

■ Keep all electrical appliances and cords safely 
away from bedding, curtains and other 
flammable material. 

■ Make sure outlets around sinks are GFCI 
equipped before use. 

■ Unplug small household appliances when not 
in use and all electronics when away for 
extended periods. 

For more information visit the SafeElectricity. 
org Web site. 

Kids: 5 Tips To Stay Safe 
1 ) Never climb trees near power lines. Even 
if the power lines aren’t touching the tree, they 
could touch when more weight is added to the 
branch. 

2) Fly kites and model airplanes safely away 
from trees and overhead power lines. If a kite gets 
tangled in a tree that’s near power lines, don’t 
climb up to get it. Contact your electric utility for 
assistance. 

3) Never climb a utility pole or tower. Don’t play 
on or around pad-mounted electrical equipment. 

4) Never go into an electric substation. Electric 
substations contain high-voltage equipment, which 
can kill you. Don’t retrieve a toy or rescue a pet 
that goes inside. Call your electric utility instead. 

5) Water and electricity never mix! Keep elec¬ 
tronics away from pools and hot tubs, and watch for 
overhead power lines when cleaning pools, sailing, 
or fishing. 

For more information on electrical safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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Annual Meeting Prize Winners 
SUPPLIER GIFTS 
Brownstown Electric Spice Set William J. Graff - Middletown 
Burton Tree Royal Star Magnolia Tree C. Kenneth Smith - Easton 
Burton Tree Flowering Crab Tree Michael Vig - Petersburg 
Capitel Communication Fishing Rod &. Tackle Fred Fleck 
DUECO Collectible Mini Truck Richard Bachman - Athens 
Fletcher Reinhardt 12” Oscillating Table Fan Karl Beaty - Petersburg 
Hughes Supply Toaster Over - Marvin Martin Alexander 
Midwest Pole Inspector Black & Decker Hedge Trimmer Thomas Page - Mason City 
U.S. Electric Set of 6 Compact Fluorescent Bulbs Holliday Farms - Petersburg 
U.S. Electric Set of 6 Compact Fluorescent Bulbs Robert McNeal - Tallula 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE PRIZES 
Robert D. Albers San Jose 
James A. Baker Athens 
Darrell Behrends Mason City 
John Bergschneider New Berlin 
Mary E. Blumle Mechanicsburg 
Harris Boeker Chandlerville 
Kenton Bottens Chandlerville 
Wayne Bridgwater Dawson 
Dean Broughton Petersburg 
Kyle A. Cheek Petersburg 
G. W. Conklen Sherman 
Daniel Cornwell Petersburg 
Dale DeMonbrun Oakford 
Melvin Esselman Havana 
Carl Evers Virginia 
Dennis M. Irwin Pleasant Plains 
Joseph Leavitt Oakford 
Thomas & Barb Liebman Petersburg 
Harry W. Markert Tallula 
Charles M. McCoy Petersburg 
George Meeker Mason City 
Charles Nebel Topeka 
Raymond M. Phillips Petersburg 
Albert L. Richardson Sr. Springfield 
John Roat Havana 
Margaret T. Schirding Petersburg 
William E. Theobald Buffalo 

$50 Credit on Electric Account 
$50 Credit on Electric Account 
Smoothie Blender 
$50 Credit on Electric Account 
Gary Burt CD 
Set of 2 Adjustable Spray Nozzles 
$50 Credit on Electric Account 
Mr. Coffee Iced Tea Maker 
Collapsible Rolling Cooler 
Master Mechanic Circular Saw - Early Bird 
Halogen 250 Watt Work Light 
Hickory River $25 Gift Certificate 
Power Washer - Grand Prize 
$50 Credit on Electric Account 
$50 Credit on Electric Account 
Smart Set Alarm Clock 
Cool Touch Griddle 
$50 Credit on Electric Account 
Skil Jigsaw 
Coleman Oversize Lawn Chair 
UNIDEN Answering System 
Smokey Bones $25 Gift Certificate 
$50 Credit on Electric Account 
$50 Credit on Electric Account 
Gary Burt CD 
Mr. Coffee Iced Tea Maker 
$50 Credit on Electric Account 

PROXY PRIZES 
John R. & Janet M. Cunningham Mason City Sunbeam Hand Mixer 
Larry DeGroot Ashland Sunbeam Hand Mixer 
J L A Farm Acct Havana Sunbeam Hand Mixer 
Jessie Johnson Havana Sunbeam Hand Mixer 
Guy & Joan Studach Springfield Sunbeam Hand Mixer 
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Make Your Life Easier With Our Automatic Payment Plan 
With our Automatic Payment Plan, you can pay 

your bill each month automatically from your 
checking or savings account. 

Sways automatic payment 
can help you: 
1. It saves time - fewer checks to 

write. 

2. It is convenient and timely - even if 
you’re out of town. 

3. It is always on time - no lost or 
misplaced statements help maintain 
good credit and avoid late charges. 

4. It saves money - no postage or 
envelopes needed. 

5. It’s easy - it’s easy to sign up for or 
cancel, just call us. 

How it works: 
The Automatic Payment Plan is dependable, flex¬ 

ible, convenient, and easy. You authorize regularly 
scheduled payments to made from your checking or 
savings account. Then, just sit back and relax. Your 
payments will be made automatically on the 10th day 
of each month, and proof of payment will appear 
on your statement. The amount withdrawn from 
your account will be the net amount due shown on 
your bill. The authority you give us to charge your 
account will remain in affect until you notify us in 
writing to terminate the authorization. 

Sign up Now! 
To take advantage of this service, please fill out 

the application form included on page 16e of this 
newsletter. 

Costs Are 
Rising Everywhere... 

... but your local electric cooperative is doing something about it. We are investing in new technolo¬ 
gies to improve operations and boost reliability. 

As part of your electric cooperative, you’re also part of the solution. You can help by adding your 
own technology. Install a programmable thermostat to control your home’s temperature both night 
and day. And while you’re at it, increase your temperature by a degree or two for even more savings 
this summer. 
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If you would like to sign-up for the automatic payment plan, then fill mat the follow¬ 
ing form. Send form and a VOIDED CHECK or DEPOSIT SLIP to Menard 
Electric Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, Illinois. 

NAME: SS#:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY: STATE ZIP  

PHONE#  

MAP LOCATION#  

BANK NAME  

BANK ACCOUNT#  

TYPE OF ACCOUNT Checking  Savings 

I authorize Menard Electric Cooperative to 
draw monthly bank drafts through the automatic plan (ACH) on the account shown 
above for the payment of my electric bill in full and any other services I authorize. 
I understand that I may discontinue my participation at any time by notifying Me¬ 
nard Electric Cooperative in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the 
bank may terminate this agreement with ten (10) days written notice. I understand 
that Menard Electric Cooperative reserves the right to limit participation in this 
program to customers whose accounts are in good standing. I understand that the 
amount of my bill each month will be drafted on the 10th or next business day after. 
I understand that if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, 
there will be a charge posted to my Menard Electric Cooperative account, for NSF, 
and I will still be required to make full payment before the due date of the bill. 

Signature of Applicant: Date:  
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Y bur cooperative is accepting pay¬ 
ment for electric accounts and 

other invoiced amounts by VISA or 
MasterCard. The cooperative is 

charging a $3.00 transaction 
processing fee to accept 
payment by VISA or Master¬ 

Card for amounts up to $200. 
Payments more than $200 will 
be charged a transaction fee 

of 3 percent of the payment 
amount. You may either stop 

in the office or you may authorize the cooperative 
to charge your monthly bill to your credit card by 
telephone or in writting. There are three ways to pay 
with your credit card: 
1. You may come into the office. 
2. You may call the cooperative and give your credit 

card number and expiration date of the card. 
You may sign the authorization form below and 
we will charge your credit card as you like, either 
every month or just onetime. If you are interested 
in the third option, please fill out the form below 
and return it to the office. 

3. 

Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, P.0. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

i Menard Electric Cooperative - Credit Card Authorization I 

I Name: 

Menard Electric Account No. 

YES NO 
Charge My Credit Card One Time Only 

Charge My Credit Card Each Month 

| Type of Card ( Circle One) VISA MC 

I Credit Card No. 

Month Year Expiration Date: 

Cardholder’s Name:  
(Please Print) 

I acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my VISA or MasterCard. 

Signature: Date:  
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Energy-Saving Tips for the Home 
Keeping your cool in the kitchen could save you 

some cash. A typical kitchen ventilation fan can 
pull out a houseful of cooled air in one hour. That 
can cause energy bills to rise. Try these energy and 
money-saving tips from the Department of Energy 
(DOE): 

Save Every Day 
♦ Replace incandescent bulbs with compact 
fluorescents. 
♦ Use a microwave oven instead of a conven¬ 
tional oven. 
♦ Use a power strip to control your electricity 
use. A large number of electrical products - from 
air conditioners to VCRs - can’t be switched 
off completely without being unplugged. These 
products draw power 24 hours a day. Plugging 
them into a power strip to shut them off will 
save you money. 
♦ Lower the thermostat on your hot water heater 
to 115° and take showers instead of baths. 
♦ Wash only full loads of dishes and laundry. 

Landscape for Efficiency 
♦ The shelter from three trees, properly planted 
around a house can cut annual heating/cooling 
costs up to $250. 
♦ Grown on trellises, vines and ivy can shade 
windows or the whole side of a house. Trees or 
shrubs can shade air-conditioning units. 

AC, Appliances and Lighting 
♦ Open windows and use fans instead of air 
conditioning. Use a fan to maximize and spread 
the cooled air from air conditioner units. 
♦ Use a programmable thermostat with the 
AC to adjust the unit at night or when no one 
is home. 
♦ Keep lamps and TVs away from the thermo¬ 
stat. The appliances’ heat could cause the air 
conditioner to run longer. 
♦ Replace five most frequently used lights with 
Energy Star bulbs and fixtures and save $60 a 
year. 
♦ According to the President’s National Energy 
Policy, typical homeowners can save an estimat¬ 
ed 30 percent (about $400) a year on their home 
energy bill by using Energy Star products. 

According to the Department of Energy, 
three trees, properly placed around a 
house, can save a homeowner between 
$100 and $250 annually in cooling and 
heating costs. Something as simple as 
using white blinds on windows can help 
cut costs as well. For a free energy-sav¬ 
ing booklet, visit www.energysavers. 
gov. 

Shade the Windows 
♦ Install white shades, drapes or blinds to 
reflect the heat. Close curtains on southwest- 
facing windows during the day. Sunny windows 
can make an air conditioner work three times 
harder. 
♦ Replacing single- and double-paned windows 
with Energy Star qualified windows can save a 
significant amount of money on your energy 
bill over time. 

Weatherize 
♦ Caulking and weather stripping will help keep 
indoor air cool. If you see holes or separated 
joints in ducts, hire a professional to repair 
them. 
♦ Add insulation around AC ducts in attics and 
crawl spaces. Also be sure the fireplace damper 
is securely closed. 
♦ Consider investing in insulation for the whole 
house. 

For over 100 energy-saving tips, visit the Ener- 
gysavers.gov Web site or call 877-337'3463. For 
more information about energy efficiency and 
renewable energy, visit www.energysavers.gov. 

Source: Energy News and Notes: Facts & Tips from the 

U.S. Department of Energy 
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The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors 
of Menard Electric Cooperative was called to order 

by President Gary L. Martin at 6:00 p.m. at the head¬ 
quarters of the cooperative, 14300 State Highway 97, 
Petersburg, County of Menard and State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: 
Jerry W. Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, War¬ 
ren D. Goetsch, James G. Graff, Gary L. Martin, Roy 
H. Seaney and Steven L. Women Director Donald E. 
McMillan was absent. Also present was Manager Lynn 
A. Frasco and Attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The President reviewed with the Board the Con¬ 
sensus Agenda. It was moved and seconded that the 
Consensus Agenda be approved as presented. Motion 
carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report 
for the month of April 2007. He reviewed the Balance 
Sheet, Budget, as well as the Outage Summary and 
Safety Report. Under the Operations Report, Manager 
Frasco reported on the delinquent account that was 
listed on last month’s report and advised that it had 
incorrectly been listed as a delinquent account due to 
a billing error on the Cooperative’s part. He presented 
a summary of work done by Cooperative crews for the 
month and advised that the Cooperative was doing pole 
testing and replacing bad poles. 

He reported that he would be attending the awards 
ceremony at Illini Central to present the scholarship 
award to Benjamin Johnson. President Martin called 
the Board into Executive Session. President Martin 
reconvened the regular Board Meeting. Manager Frasco 
advised that the construction on the new radio tower 
had started. Director McMillan entered the Board room. 
Manager Frasco discussed recent developments with 
regard to the Cooperative investigating the possibility 
of providing high-speed Internet service to its members. 
Manager Frasco reported on the status of irrigation 
work. 

Attorney Smith advised that the closing had oc¬ 
curred with regard to the sale of Cooperative property 
to Tom Knous, and that the closing as to property being 
purchased by Clinton Lodge was to occur on May 31, 
2007. He advised that he had spoken with the City of 
Petersburg Attorney and that a date for that closing was 
to be scheduled within the next two weeks. He discussed 
a meeting held with Representatives from Athens State 
Bank about their inquiries as far as providing additional 
services to Menard. There was discussion by the Board 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
May 22,2007 

about banking services. Manager Frasco advised that 
he would continue discussion with both banks. It was 
moved and seconded the Manager’s Report be approved 
as presented. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Financial Report for 
the Month of April. Year to date margins were $(6,106) 
compared to $119,786 a year earlier. Equity as of the end 
of April was 33.64 percent and the number of mem¬ 
bers served was 10,232 compared to 10,112 a year ago. 
Net Utility Plant at the end of April was $30,948,546 
compared to $31,939,310 last year. The cooperative 
continues to meet the requirements of the RUS, FFB 
and NRUCFC. 

Director Goetsch reported on AIEC Activities. 
Director Carls and Manager Frasco reported on 

Soyland Activities and discussed the pending merger 
of Soyland and Prairie Power. They discussed financing 
for Menard and its participation in Prairie State. 

Director Brooks reported on the status of plans 
for the Annual Meeting for June 2, 2007. He advised 
that the Pre-Annual Meeting Committee Meeting was 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 30, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. 

Manager Frasco discussed the details of the Mc¬ 
Whorter vs. Menard Electric jury trial in Mason 
County. 

Manager Frasco reviewed correspondence from Sys¬ 
tem Engineer James Rechner to the City of Virginia with 
regard to the proposed line extension for well service 
for the City of Virginia. 

Director Frye reported on the meeting of the Irriga¬ 
tion Committee and advised that the Committee was 
recommending what was referred to as Scenario 9. 
Scenario 9 provided for an annual fee of $180 with a HP 
cost /kW cost of $21 and a kilowatt hour cost of $.0580 
and a PCA charge of $.0020. After discussion by the 
Board, it was the consensus that Manager Frasco use 
such as guidance in developing a new irrigation rate. 

Director Graff and Manager Frasco discussed the 
NRECA Legislative Rally they attended May 7-9, 
2007. President Martin advised that next month’s Board 
Meeting was scheduled for June 26, 2007, at 6:00 
p.m. 

Under other business, the Board discussed who 
would be interested in attending the CFC Forum sched¬ 
uled for June 18 - 20, 2007, in Chicago. 

There being no further business to come before 
the Board, it was moved and seconded the meeting be 
adjourned. Motion carried. 

Board minutes also available on menard.com about 30 days after the Meeting. 
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Harvest Workers Urged Caution To Yield Fewer 
Electrical Accidents 

- 

Harvest season can yield higher numbers 
of electrocution, shock, and burn inju¬ 

ries. Nationwide, an average 60 agricultural 
workers are electrocuted and hundreds more 
injured in electrical accidents each year. 

“Equipment contacting overhead power 
lines is the leading cause of farm electrocu¬ 
tion accidents in the Midwest,” says Bob 
Aherin, University of Illinois Agricultural 
Safety Specialist. “Many of these accidents 
occur near grain bins, when augers make 
contact with power lines” 

Lynn Frasco, General Manager of Menard 
Electric Cooperative says, “All farm workers 
need to be sure to keep equipment 10 feet from 
power lines at all times. That’s 10 feet above, 
below and to the sides of the lines. Lower all 
equipment you can before moving it and use 
a spotter for large equipment.” 

Some equipment safety considerations: 
• Always lower portable augers or elevators 

to their lowest possible level - under 14 
feet - before moving or transporting; use 
care when raising them. 

• When moving large equipment or high 
loads near a power line, always use a 
spotter, or someone to help make certain 
that contact is not made with a line. 

• Be aware of increased height when load¬ 
ing and transporting larger modern trac¬ 
tors with higher antennas. 

• Never attempt to raise or move a power 
line to clear a path! 

If equipment comes in contact with power 
lines, stay inside the cab and call for help. Tell 
others to stay away until a co-op lineman 
arrives at the scene to make sure power is 
disconnected. If there is risk of fire and you 
must leave the area, the proper action is to 
jump - not step - with both feet hitting the 
ground at the same time. Do not allow any 
part of your body to touch the equipment 
and the ground at the same time. Continue 
to hop or shuffle to safety, keeping both feet 
together as you leave the area. 

Once you get away from the equipment, 
never attempt to get back on or even touch 
the equipment. Many electrocutions occur 
when the operator dismounts and, realizing 
nothing has happened, tries to get back on 
the equipment. 

It is very important that all farm work¬ 
ers and seasonal employees are informed 
of electrical hazards, and trained in proper 
procedures to avoid injury. For more infor¬ 
mation on farm and home electrical safety, 
visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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Make Your Life Easier With Our Automatic Payment Plan 
With our Automatic Payment Plan, you can pay 

your bill each month automatically from your 
checking or savings account. 

Sways automatic payment 
can help you: 
1. It saves time - fewer checks to 

write. 

2. It is convenient and timely - even if 
you’re out of town. 

3. It is always on time - no lost or 
misplaced statements help maintain 
good credit and avoid late charges. 

4. It saves money - no postage or 
envelopes needed. 

5. It’s easy - it’s easy to sign up for or 
cancel, just call us. 

How it works: 
The Automatic Payment Plan is dependable, flex¬ 

ible, convenient, and easy. You authorize regularly 
scheduled payments to made from your checking or 
savings account. Then, just sit back and relax. Your 
payments will be made automatically on the 10th day 
of each month, and proof of payment will appear 
on your statement. The amount withdrawn from 
your account will be the net amount due shown on 
your bill. The authority you give us to charge your 
account will remain in affect until you notify us in 
writing to terminate the authorization. 

Sign up Now! 
To take advantage of this service, please fill out 

the application form included on page 16c of this 
newsletter. 

Costs Are 
Rising Everywhere... 

... but your local electric cooperative is doing something about it. We are investing in new technolo¬ 
gies to improve operations and boost reliability. 

As part of your electric cooperative, you’re also part of the solution. You can help by adding your 
own technology. Install a programmable thermostat to control your home’s temperature both night 
and day. And while you’re at it, increase your temperature by a degree or two for even more savings 
this summer. 
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MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

If you would like to sign-up for the automatic payment plan, then fill out the fol¬ 
lowing form. Send form and a VOIDED CHECK or DEPOSIT SLIP to Menard 
Electric Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, Illinois. 

NAME: SS#:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY: STATE ZIP  

PHONE#  

MAP LOCATION#  

BANK NAME  

BANK ACCOUNT#  

TYPE OF ACCOUNT Checking Savings 

I authorize Menard Electric Cooperative to 
draw monthly bank drafts through the automatic plan (ACH) on the account shown 
above for the payment of my electric bill in full and any other services I authorize. 
I understand that I may discontinue my participation at any time by notifying Me¬ 
nard Electric Cooperative in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the 
bank may terminate this agreement with ten (10) days written notice. I understand 
that Menard Electric Cooperative reserves the right to limit participation in this 
program to customers whose accounts are in good standing. I understand that the 
amount of my bill each month will be drafted on the 10th or next business day after. 
I understand that if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, 
there will be a charge posted to my Menard Electric Cooperative account, for NSF, 
and I will still be required to make full payment before the due date of the bill. 

Signature of Applicant: Date:  
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Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, P.0. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

r Menard Electric Cooperative - Credit Card Authorization 

Name: 

Menard Electric Account No. _ 1 

YES NO 
Charge My Credit Card One Time Only 

I Charge My Credit Card Each Month 

Type of Card ( Circle One ) VISA MC | 

Credit Card No. - 1 

Expiration Date: Month Year 

Cardholder’s Name: 
(Please Print) 

1 acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my VISA or MasterCard. 

| Signature: Date: | 
L J 

our cooperative is accepting 
payment for electric accounts 

and other invoiced amounts by VISA 
or MasterCard. The cooperative 

is charging a $3.00 transaction 
processing fee to accept 
payment by VISA or Master¬ 

Card for amounts up to $200. 
Payments more than $200 will 
be charged a transaction fee 

of 3 percent of the payment 
amount. You may either stop 

in the office or you may authorize the cooperative 
to charge your monthly bill to your credit card by 
telephone or in writting. There are three ways to pay 
with your credit card: 
1. You may come into the office. 
2. You may call the cooperative and give your credit 

card number and expiration date of the card. 
3. You may sign the authorization form below and 

we will charge your credit card as you like, either 
every month or just one time. If you are interested 
in the third option, please fill out the form below 
and return it to the office. 
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How Many Lights Does it Take to Change the World? 

It can be easier than you think to make a dif¬ 
ference in your home and your community. 

In fact, it can be as easy as changing a lightbulb. 
What types of lightbulbs you use can affect the 
temperature, ambiance and mood, as well as your 
household’s bottom line. 

One dollar in every five you spend on electric¬ 
ity goes to pay for lighting, making it one of the 
easiest areas in your home to save energy. That’s 
about $200 a year you’re spending to light your 
home! Energy Star-qualified lightbulbs are cost ef¬ 
fective because they can last more than seven years, 
compared to about 11 months for an incandescent 
bulb—that’s eight times longer. 

A compact fluorescent lamp screws into a regular 
lightbulb socket but has a longer life and uses less 
electricity...and there’s no loss in lighting quality 
with compact fluorescents, either. Energy-efficient 
lightbulbs with the Energy Star seal offer the same 
warm, bright light you’ve always known. You can 
even find lightbulbs that simulate daylight, to give 
the rooms in your home a natural look. 

Traditional incandescent bulbs generate 10 
percent light and 90 percent heat. Because Energy 
Star-qualified lightbulbs run cooler, they make your 
home more comfortable. 

When you choose an Energy Star-qualified 
lightbulb, you are making a difference for the 
environment by reducing air pollution and green¬ 

house gas emissions. 
As a matter of fact, 
if every household 
in the United States 
changed just one in¬ 
candescent lightbulb 
to an Energy Star- 
qualified bulb, the 
combined efforts would save more than 5.6 billion 
kilowatt-hours of electricity—that’s enough to light 
all the households in Washington, D.C. for almost 
11 years. Also, the same action would prevent 8.9 
billion tons of carbon dioxide gas from going into 
the air. A comparable fact would be like removing 
780,000 cars from U.S. roads end to end, stretch¬ 
ing from Atlanta to Los Angeles. 

People across the country are joining the U.S. 
Department of Energy, U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency and the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development by pledging to switch 
one lightbulb at home to an Energy Star-quali¬ 
fied bulb. Last year, 70,000 people signed Energy 
Star’s Change a Light, Change the World Pledge, 
saving more than 23 million kWh of energy and 
preventing over 18,500 tons of greenhouse emis¬ 
sions. This year, the goal is to get half a million 
people to take the pledge. For more information, 
visit www. energy star, gov/changealight. 
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Generator Use 
These tips will keep your family and linemen safe 

Many rely on backup 
electric generators 

for emergency power 
when the electricity goes 
out- If you are considering 
purchasing a backup gen¬ 
erator, Safe Electricity and 
Menard Electric want you 
to know and take proper 
safety steps before operat¬ 
ing an electric generator in 
your home or business. 

Properly connecting 
the generator into the 
system is the next critical 
step for safe and effective 
use. A licensed profes¬ 
sional should install a 
permanent, standby elec¬ 
tric generator. A permit may be required 
for installation. Consider consulting a 
qualified electrician to be sure electrical 
grounding requirements, circuit overload 
protections, and local codes are met. 

An electric generator wired directly into 
a building’s electrical system must have a 
transfer safety switch to prevent electric¬ 
ity from traveling back through the power 
lines, or what’s known as “back feed.” 

“Our linemen work around the clock in 
bad weather to restore your power during 
an outage. Improper use of generators can 
make that work unsafe and the electricity 
flowing through lines that we think are safe 
can seriously injure or kill those linemen,” 
warns Lynn Frasco, General Manager. 

Follow these tips for safe use of portable 
generators used to power essential electri¬ 
cal equipment during outages. Keep this 
list posted by your generator. 

• Read and follow all manufacturer oper¬ 
ating instructions 

• Make sure the generator is properly 
grounded 

• Never plug a portable electric generator 
into a wall outlet or connect directly to 

a home’s wiring. This can energize util¬ 
ity power lines and injure you or others 
working nearby. Electrical back feed also 
can damage the generator and home 
electrical equipment. 

• Don’t overload the generator and plug 
in more appliances than the generator is 
rated to handle. 

• Use only safety-tested, shop-type electri¬ 
cal cords designed and rated for heavier, 
outdoor use to connect appliances. Many 
generators are equipped with twist-lock 
connects to reduce the chance of acciden¬ 
tal disconnections due to vibrations. 

• Always keep the generator outside in a 
dry, protected area, away from windows 
or air intakes where deadly exhaust 
fumes can enter living spaces. Equip 
homes with Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
alarms with battery backup. 

• Turn off generator and allow to cool 
before refueling 

• Before shutting down a generator, turn 
off and unplug all appliances and equip¬ 
ment being powered by the generator. 

For additional electrical generator and 
safety information, visit www.SafeElectric- 
ity.org. 

ig' rr I IF* /piI if iv it/p* Our office will be closed Labor Day, 
(OriT1 if1 IIIHEI dJJMfsPyf Monday September 3rd. 
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Tampering with your electric service 
is illegal and dangerous 
Throughout the nation many people have come 

to believe that cheating the power company is 
okay. They believe that since you cannot see the 
electricity it is fine to steal it. Some have come 
up with ingenious ways to reduce the accurate 
operation of a utility meter. Every method of 
tampering with wires, meters, or other service 
equipment which belong to a utility is a crime. 
Not only is tampering with an electric service a 
crime, but it can be extremely dangerous. 

Your electric cooperative is concerned about 
this problem, not only from a lost revenue 
standpoint, but from the standpoint of safety. 
The electric service equipment is designed to 
be operated and maintained by qualified per¬ 
sonnel who are trained to work on energized 
electric equipment. Tampering with any part of 
an electric service will expose an individual to 
live electrical parts. Contact with these parts can 

cause serious injury. The electric wires, meters, 
and other equipment that comprise an electric 
sendee are the property of the electric utility. 

Criminal law places stiff penalties on 
tampering and current diversion. Tampering 
with components of an electric service leaves a 
specific trail of evidence that is quickly identi¬ 
fied by trained personnel. 

The cooperative is concerned about trends 
in the utility industry which indicate tamper¬ 
ing is on the rise. Menard Electric Cooperative 
is comprised of members who also are the 
owners of the cooperative. Any theft of elec¬ 
tricity is a crime against you and your fellow 
members. The costs associated with theft of 
electricity is passed on to other members as 
part of the cost of doing business. The penalty 
in Illinois for utility7 meter tampering is up to 
six months in jail and a possible $500 fine. 

Advantages of an electric water heater 
■ Heating water with electricity is seven times 

safer than gas. A study by the National Fire 
Protection Agency has found that gas water 
heaters cause seven times as many home 
fires as electric water heaters. 

■ Electric water heaters require no flue or vent. 
They can be placed virtually anywhere. 

■ Electric water heaters do not use air for 
combustion. Indoor air quality is not com¬ 
promised by the water heater and there is 
no danger of explosion. 

■ Electric water heaters require less main¬ 
tenance. There is no pilot light, no vent, 

no flue or heat exchanger to 
corrode. 
Electric water heaters have 
more insulation. They can be 
insulated on all sides, including 
top and bottom. 
Electric water heaters are more 
efficient. The heating elements 
are in direct contact with the 
water so they are nearly 100 per¬ 
cent efficient. A gas water heater 
loses 40 to 60 percent of its heat 
energy up the flue. 

Recipe for electrical appliance safety 
PREPARATION TIME: 5 minutes. 
Ingredients: Cords, hair dryers, curling irons, 
plugs, radios, toasters, microwaves, fuses and 
circuit breakers. 
DIRECTIONS: 
■ Check all power cords and plugs for breaks 
or damaged insulation. 
■ Check plugs to be sure they are in good 
condition. 
■ Keep all appliances such as toasters, micro- 
waves, hair dryers, curling irons and radios 
away from sinks and water. Electricity and 

water do not mix. 
■ If a circuit breaker keeps tripping or fuses 
keep blowing, first check to see if you have 
too many appliances on the circuit. Inspect 
cords and outlets. If the problem persists, 
have appliances inspected by qualified service 
personnel or have the wiring checked by a 
qualified electrician. 
■ Mix all ingredients together following 
the directions and cook up a recipe to save 
lives. 
SERVES: Everyone. 
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Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
June 26,2007 

The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors 
of Menard Electric Cooperative was called to order by Vice 
President Jerry W. Brooks at 6:00 p.m. at the headquarters 
of the Cooperative, 14300 State Highway 97, Petersburg, 
County of Menard and State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: Jerry 
W. Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, James G. Graff, 
Roy H. Seaney and Steven L. Worner. Directors Warren 
D. Goetsch, Gary L. Martin and Donald E. McMillan 
were absent. Also present was Manager Lynn A. Frasco, 
General Foreman Terry W. Entwistle and Attorney Charles 
K. Smith. 

Vice President Brooks reviewed with the Board the 
Consensus Agenda. It was moved and seconded that the 
Consensus Agenda be approved. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco advised that cooperative employees 
Seth Parker and Corey Stone wished to address the Board 
with regard to the IBEW grievance. Mr. Stone and Mr. 
Parker addressed the Board and answered questions from 
the Board. Mr. Stone and Mr. Parker left the Board room. 
Vice-President Brooks called the Board into Executive 
Session to discuss the Union grievance. Vice President 
Brooks reconvened the monthly Board Meeting. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for 
the month of May 2007. He reviewed the Balance Sheet, 
Budget, as well as the Outage Summary and Safety Report. 
Under the Operations Report, Manager Frasco advised the 
status of developments with regard to the City of Virginia 
well line extension. 

He advised that the closing had occurred with regard 
to the sale of the cooperative headquarters to the City of 
Petersburg and that the cooperative now had closed all 
the real estate sales transactions. He discussed the status 
of matters with regard to investigating the possibility of 
providing Internet service to cooperative members. 

He advised that there had been a problem with the 
SCADA System and that the amplifier was not working 
properly and was thereby affecting the signal. He advised 
that USA Wireless had been contacted to obtain a replace¬ 
ment amplifier. 

Manager Frasco advised that the cooperative had 
received its first check from FEMA in the approximate 
amount of $36,000, but was waiting for the larger check 
to arrive from FEMA. 

He reviewed the Low Income Energy Assistance Pro¬ 
gram. It was moved and seconded the Manager’s Report 
be approved as presented. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Financial Report for 
the Month of May. Year to date margins were $(95,291) 
compared to $(104,866) a year earlier. Equity as of the end 
of May was 33.67% and the number of members served 
was 10,276 compared to 10,143 a year ago. Net Utility 

Plant at the end of May was $32,010,850 compared to 
$31,084,246 last year. The cooperative continues to meet 
the requirements of the RUS, FFB and NRUCFC. 

Manager Frasco advised that Manager of Accounting 
& Information Systems, Christopher P Hinton was pres¬ 
ent to discuss the CoBank - Prairie State Financing. Mr. 
Hinton entered the Board room. Mr. Hinton reviewed 
with the Board the proposed terms and conditions of the 
loan with CoBank for financing the Prairie State Project. 
The loan would be in the amount of 8.1 million dollars 
and is an unsecured loan. He reviewed the terms and 
provisions of the loan and also presented and reviewed 
with the Board an analysis of the impact of the loan on 
cooperative finances. It was moved and seconded that the 
staff be authorized to proceed with finalizing matters with 
regard to the CoBank loan on the terms and provisions as 
presented. Motion carried. 

Vice President Brooks presented information he had 
with regard to AIEC cctivities in the absence of Direc¬ 
tor Goetsch. He reminded the Board about the Annual 
Meeting Registration, and discussed who would attend 
the AIEC Annual Meeting. 

Director Carls reported on Soyland Activities. 
Manager Frasco presented a review of the 2007 Menard 

Electric Annual Meeting. 
The Board reviewed proposed Board Meeting dates 

and times for 2007/2008. There was discussion about a 
conflict in the February date for the Board Meeting. It was 
moved and seconded that the Board Meeting dates be ap¬ 
proved, subject to changing the February Board Meeting 
to February 19, 2007. Motion carried. 

Vice President Brooks advised that he had discussed 
Board Committee and Delegate Appointments for 
2007/2008 with President Martin. President Martin 
advised that he was proposing to make no change in the 
Delegates and Board Member appointments. It was moved 
and seconded that the Delegate and Board Member ap¬ 
pointments be approved as set forth on Exhibit A. Motion 
carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Capital Credit Estate 
Refunds Report. 

Manager Frasco advised that it was necessary to have 
a Resolution adopted to approve the proposed Power 
Requirements Study as presented to the Board at this 
monthly meeting. It was moved and seconded that the 
Power Requirement Study be adopted: 

Vice-President Brooks advised that next month’s meet¬ 
ing was scheduled for July 24, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. 

There being no further business to come before the 
Board, it was moved and seconded the meeting be ad¬ 
journed. Motion carried. 

Board minutes also available on menard.com about 30 days after the Meeting. 
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Retirement - Terry Cutright, Area 
Serviceman 
Terry Cutright retired from the cooperative on August 31, 2007, 

after working 35 years. Terry began as an Apprentice Lineman in 
1972 and has held many positions with the cooperative throughout 
the years. For the past 15 years, he has been the Area Serviceman 
in the Petersburg area. Terry made many friends throughout the 
cooperative family during his time at Menard Electric. The employ' 
ees and members will miss him as he rides his bucket truck into the 
sunset. We wish him well. 

New Reconnection Charge 
Menard Electric has changed its reconnection charge policy. This change will be effective January 1, 

2008. The new policy is as follows: 

Reconnection Charge 
Prior to January 1, 2008, when a service is disconnected and re- 

connected for the use of the most recently disconnected consumer 
or his/her immediate family at the same premises, a $35 charge will 
be applied. When service is reconnected during overtime hours, the 
overtime connection policy will apply. 

After January 1, 2008, when any disconnected service is reconnected 
within 18 months of disconnection, for the use of the most recently dis- 
connected consumer or his/her immediate family at the same premises, 
a $70 charge will be required. In addition, the monthly service charge 
(facilities charge) for the service will be collected for up to a maximum 
of three months. When service is reconnected during overtime hours, 
the overtime connection policy will apply. 
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With our Automatic Payment Plan you can have your electric bill 
automatically deducted from your checking or savings account 

on the 10th of each month. We will deduct the net amount shown on 
your bill, and proof of payment will appear on your monthly statement. 
No checks to write, stamps to buy or deadlines to worry about! Fill 
out the application below to make your life just a little easier! 

Mail with a voided check to Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 
200, Petersburg, IL 62675. 

Name: SS# 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Phone#: Map Location # 

Bank Name: 

Bank Account # 

Checking acct. □ Savings acct. □ 

I,  , authorize Menard Electric 

Cooperative to draw monthly bank drafts through the automatic plan 
(ACH) on the account shown above for the payment of my electric 

bill in full and any other services I authorize. 1 understand that I may 

discontinue my participation at any time by notifying Menard Electric 
Cooperative in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the 
bank may terminate this agreement with 10 days written notice. I 

understand that Menard Electric Cooperative reserves the right to 
limit participation in this program to customers whose accounts are 

in good standing. 1 understand that the amount of my bill each month 
will be drafted on the 10th or next business day after. I understand that 

if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, there 

will be a charge posted to my Menard Electric Cooperative account, 

for NSF, and I will still be required to make full payment before the 

due date of the bill. 

Signature: Date: 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Cooperatives’ Power Supplier Changes Name 

Artist Sketch of the Prairie State Energy Campus 

Effective July 1, 2007, “Prairie Power, Inc.” (PPI) 
became the official not-for-profit Generation 

and Transmission (G&T) Cooperative for 11 
distribution cooperatives purchasing wholesale 
electric energy from Soyland Power Cooperative, 
Inc. PPI was established in 2006 by seven Soyland 
electric distribution cooperatives to own shares in 
the Prairie State Energy Campus under develop¬ 
ment in Washington County, IL. In June, 2007, 
an additional four Soyland member cooperatives 
committed to invest in the Prairie State project. 
On July 1, 2007, these 11 distribution cooperatives 
became capacity owners of 118 megawatts (or 7.46 
percent) of the Prairie State Energy Campus and 
members of PPI. PPI assumed ownership and legal 
responsibility for all Soyland assets, contracts and 
obligations on July 1 and Soyland ceased to exist. 

The formation of PPI is timely relative to the 
significant changes that have occurred within the 
electric utility industry. The demand for energy 
is increasing and the need for new generation re¬ 
sources, equipment and materials are at an all time 
high. The marketplace has become increasingly 
complex, and environmental consciousness and 
government regulations are creating new challenges 
and opportunities for the industry. 

“We perceive PPI as providing the advantage of 
ownership in one of the most reliable, cleanest and 
economical resources for electric energy today, i.e., 

the 1600 megawatt Prairie State Energy Campus. 
This investment will be complemented with new 
long-term power supply contracts and other invest¬ 
ments in economical, reliable and environmentally 
friendly resources that will provide PPI member 
cooperatives with a diversified portfolio of energy 
resources,” said Robert Harbour, President/CEO 
of Prairie Power, Inc. “We are very excited about 
the formation of PPI and the opportunities of our 
business moving forward,” added Harbour. 

“These opportunities and challenges demanded 
that PPI become the new G&T, responsive to 
the demands of our member cooperatives, their 
consumer members and this changing electric 
utility industry,” continued Harbour. 

The 11 electric distribution cooperatives of 
PPI include: Adams Electric Cooperative, Coles' 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative, Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, Farmers Mutual Electric Company, 
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, McDonough Power 
Cooperative, Menard Electric Cooperative, Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative Company, Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
and Western Illinois Electrical Coop. The PPI offices 
are located in Jacksonville, Illinois. To learn more 
about Prairie Power, Inc. visit www.ppi.coop. 
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■ Water Heater Rebates 
and Rate 

This water heater rebate program is 
available on a one-time basis to all 

members who agree to replace an existing 
fossil fuel fired water heater with an electric 

water heater that 
has at least a 40'gah 
Ion capacity. If the 
new electric water 
heater is installed in 
a new structure or 
replaces a fossil fuel 
fired water heater 
you will receive a 
$100 rebate. For 
the second new water 
heater you will re¬ 
ceive $75. If the new 
electric water heater 
replaces an existing ■ ^ ill electric water heater 

"1 you will receive a $75 
jgll rebate. To qualify for 

the rebate you must 
sign up for the coop¬ 

erative’s load manage¬ 
ment program. In addition 

to the rebate above you will qualify for a 
3 cent per kilowatt-hour rate reduction 
on kilowatt-hours used between 600 and 
1,000 every month of the year. This could 
save you up to $144 each year in addition 
to the rebate. 

■ Geothermal Rebates & Rates The rebate is $600 regardless of the size 
of the unit installed. The unit can be 

installed in either a new or existing home. 
If you install a geothermal heating and 
cooling system you will also be eligible for 
your cooperative’s geothermal rate, if you 
have an all electric home. Under this rate 
you will be billed 5 cents per kilowatt-hour 
for all kilowatt-hours used between 1,000 
and 6,000 for the billing months of October 
through May each year. 

■ Heat Pump 
Rebates Your cooperative 
is offering a $200 

rebate regardless of 
the size of the unit 
installed. 

■ Certified 
Comfort Home 
Rebate 

you build a new 
ome to the standards 

described in the Cer¬ 
tified Comfort Home 
book you will receive a 
onetime $100 rebate. 

If you have any questions on these rebates give the cooperative a call at 
(800) 872-1203 or check out the cooperative’s Web site at www.menard.com. 
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America’s Cooperative Electric Utilities 
The Nation’s Consumer Owned Electric Utility Network 

Electric cooperatives are an inte¬ 
gral part of the $300 billion U.S. 
electric utility industry. They 
play a critical role in our nation’s 
economy and in local communi¬ 
ties. 

Electric cooperatives are: 

■ private independent electric utility businesses, 
■ owned by the consumers they serve, 
■ incorporated under the laws of the states in 

which they operate, 
■ established to provide at-cost electric service, 
■ governed by a board of directors elected from the 

membership, which sets policies and procedures 
that are implemented by the cooperatives’ pro¬ 
fessional staff. 

Distribution cooperatives deliver electricity to 
the consumer. Generation and transmission coop¬ 
eratives (G&Ts) generate and transmit electricity 
to distribution co-ops. 

In addition to electric service, many electric co¬ 
ops are involved in community development and 
revitalization projects, e.g., small business develop¬ 
ment and jobs creation, improvement of water and 
sewer systems, and assistance in delivery of health 
care and educational services. 

To perform their mission, 

electric cooperatives: 

■ own assets worth $97 billion, 
■ own and maintain 2.4 million 

miles, or 43%, of the nation’s 
electric distribution lines, 
covering three quarters of the 
nation’s landmass, 

■ deliver 10 percent of the total kilowatt-hours sold 
in the U.S. each year, 

■ generate nearly 5 percent of the total electricity 
produced in the U.S. each year, 

■ employ 67,000 people in the United States, 
■ retire more than $483 million in capital credits 

annually. 
■ pay more than $1.2 billion in state and local 

taxes 

Compared with other electric utilities: 

■ Co-ops serve an average of 7.0 consumers per 
mile of line and collect annual revenue of ap¬ 
proximately $10,565 per mile of line, 

■ Investor-owned utilities average 35 customers 
per mile of line and collect $62,665 per mile of 
line, 

■ Publicly owned utilities, or municipals, average 
46.6 consumers and collect $86,302 per mile of 
line. 

Cooperatives are 
owned by the 

members they sen'e. 

Facts at a Glance 

■ 864 distribution and 66 G&T cooperatives 
serve: 

■ 40 million people in 47 states. 
■ 17 million businesses, homes, schools, churches, 

farms, irrigation systems, and other establish¬ 
ments in 2,500 of 3,141 counties in the U.S. 

■ 12 percent of the nation’s population. 
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Pay With Your 

We accept Visa and Master- 
Card payments! You can 

pay your electric bill by credit 
card for one time only or for au¬ 
tomatic payment each month! 

 -tpr card 

Mdsti 

VISA 

3 easy ways to pay by credit card: 
Come into the office 

)Call our office at 632-7746 with your credit 
card number and expiration date 

Sign the form below and mail it in—you can 
choose to pay one month or every month 

erCara 

A $3 transaction processing fee will be charged for amounts 
up to $200. Amounts over $200 will be charged a transac¬ 
tion fee of 3% of payment amount. 

Mail to: Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name: i 
i 
| Menard Electric Account #: 

i 
i □ Charge my credit card one time only □ Charge my credit card each month! 

|| Type of card (circle one) Visa MasterCard 

;:S Credit Card #: 
i 
■ 

Ye; 

i 

lit Expiration Date: Month ■ ■ 
■ Cardholder’s Name: ■ ! 

(please print) 

I 
I 

I acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my Visa or MasterCard. 1 
1 

i Signature: Date: 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —v — — —, — ' 
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Saving 
from the U.S. Department of 

Don’t Let Heating Bills Make You Hot Under The Collar 
Yes, you can avoid getting the chills from your 

energy bills by giving your home a cold-weather 
button up. It could mean big savings and increased 
comfort for you anytime of year. 

For example, experts say by just reducing the air 
leaks in a home in colder weather, it’s possible to 
save as much as 10 percent on energy bills. Flere 
are a few tips to keep in mind: 
First, control costs by controlling temperature. 
• Set your thermostat as low as is comfortable in 

the winter and high as is comfortable in the 
summer. 

Next, find and fix the leaks. 
• There are a number of places that can be the 

source of an air leak. Homeowners are en¬ 
couraged to pay particular attention to doors, 
windows and places where plumbing, ducting or 
electrical wiring penetrate exterior walls, floors, 
ceilings and soffits over cabinets. 
To test your home for leaks, hold a lit incense 

stick next to a suspected source of an air leak. This 
is best done on a windy day. 

If the smoke travels horizontally, you have 
found a leak that may need caulking, sealing or 
weather-stripping. 
Remember not to let energy go out the window. 

While windows can add to a home’s style and 
comfort, they can also be the source of a lot of 
wasted energy. The experts at the Department of 
Energy (DOE) suggest: 
• Close your curtains and shades at night; open 

them during the day. Nonsouthern-facing 
window treatments in unused areas can be left 
closed. 

• Tape clear plastic sheeting inside of a window 
frame if there are drafts. 

• Install tight-fitting insulating window shades on 
windows that feel drafty after weatherizing. 

• For long-term savings, install storm windows 
over single-pane windows or replace them with 
ENERGY STAR® double-pane windows with 
low-e coating. 

LET THE SUNSHINE IN - during heating 
season, keep the drapes and shades open on the 
south-facing windows during the day. 

Insulate your home against high energy bills. 
Insulating a home can help reduce energy costs 

year-round. 
• Start by insulating the hot- 
water heater and hot-water pipes. 
It’s best to follow the insulation 
manufacturer’s instructions or get 
professional help. 
• Check the insulation in the attic, ceilings, exte¬ 

rior and basement walls, floors and crawl space 
to see if it meets recommended levels for youi 
region. To find out how much insulation you 
need in your home, go to this DOE Web site 
and enter your zip code, www.ornl.gov/~roofs; 
Zip/ZipHome.html. 

These and many other energy-saving tips can be 
found at www.energysavers.gov or by calling (877) 
337-3463. For more information about energy 
efficiency and renewable energy, visit www.eere 
energy.gov. 
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Democratic M
ember Control 

• Democratic M
ember Control • Democratic M

ember Control • Democratic M
ember Control 

• Democratic M
ember 

The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors 
of Menard Electric Cooperative was called to order 

by President Martin at 6:00 p.m. at the headquarters of 
the cooperative, 14300 State Highway 97, Petersburg, 
County of Menard and State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: 
Jerry W. Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, Gary L. 
Martin, James G. Graff, Donald E. McMillan and Roy 
H. Seaney. Directors Warren D. Goetsch, and Steven L. 
Womer were absent. Also present was Manager Lynn 
A. Frasco and Attorney Charles K. Smith. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for 
the month of June 2007. Director Goetsch and Director 
Womer entered the Boardroom. He reviewed the Bal¬ 
ance Sheet, Budget, as well as the Outage Summary and 
Safety Report. Under the Operations Report, Manager 
Frasco reported on a Meeting held with Representatives 
from the ICG Mine. He advised that he had discussions 
with representatives from National Bank of Petersburg. 
He advised that final motions had been filed with the 
Illinois Commerce Commission to settle the Latham 
Dispute. He advised the Board on the status of the health 
of Earl Struck and informed the Board that there was a 
new CEO at Southern Illinois Power Cooperative. 

He discussed the status of matters with regard to 
Internet service. He discussed with the Board some 
preliminary information as to the possibility of providing 
Internet service to Menard’s members. 

Manager Frasco reviewed with the Board the Ameren 
Rate Relief and Reform Package. He discussed with the 
Board the Rate Design Summary for the Cooperative. 
The Board reviewed proposed changes to facility charges 
and rates. There was much discussion by the Board. It 
was moved by Director Carls and seconded that the 
Cooperative implement the facility charges as proposed 
and set forth in Rate Design Scenario A, and that such be 
implemented effective January 1,2008. President Martin 
then called for a vote on Director Carls’s motion. Said 
motion carried. 

Manager Frasco advised that he would present to the 
Board a proposal on how rates should evolve for the Co¬ 
operative over the next year and a half, and would present 
such at next month’s Board Meeting for consideration 
by the Board. Manager Frasco advised that Federated 
Insurance had done their 2007 field inspection and 
they were very satisfied with the Cooperative’s safety 
precaution measures. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
July 24,2007 

He advised that AIEC was in the process of preparing 
a State Wide Member Survey and was inquiring whether 
or not Menard wished to obtain a local report. It was 
the consensus of the Board to obtain the local report as 
a part of the member survey. Manager Frasco reviewed 
with the Board the RUS 2007 - 2010 Work Plan Projects. 
He answered questions from the Board with regard to 
the Work Plan and advised that there would be further 
matters to consider with regard to the Work Plan at next 
month’s Board Meeting. He presented a Resolution to 
the Board to amend the CFC E-pay to include the financ¬ 
ing with Co-Bank. It was moved and seconded that a 
resolution to that effect be approved and adopted: 

Manager Frasco presented the Financial Report for 
the Month of June. Year to date margins were $(86,250) 
compared to $2,531 a year earlier. Equity as of the end 
of June was 33.45% and the number of members served 
was 10,286 compared to 10,166 a year ago. Net Utility 
Plant at the end of June was $31,937,053 compared to 
$31,154,515 last year. The cooperative continues to meet 
the requirements of the RUS, FFB and NRUCFC. 

Director Goetsch reported on the status of plans for 
the AIEC Annual Meeting scheduled for July 26-27, 
2007. 

Director Carls reported on Prairie Power, Inc. 
Manager Frasco reviewed with the Board an ad¬ 

dendum to the IBEW Bargaining Agreement, Article 
X, Section 3. It was moved and seconded that the Ad¬ 
dendum be approved and adopted. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented to the Board current drafts 
of the Emergency Restoration Plans, including at PCB 
Spill Plan, an Information Technology Recovery Plan and 
an Emergency Action Plan. It was moved and seconded 
that the each of said Plans be approved and adopted. 
Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Capital Credit Estate 
Refunds Report. 

President Martin advised that next month’s meeting 
was scheduled for August 28, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. 

There was discussion about the NRECA Region V 
Meeting scheduled for September 11-13, 2007, in La¬ 
crosse, Wisconsin and who would attend that meeting. 

There being no further business to come before the 
Board, it was moved and seconded the meeting be ad¬ 
journed. Motion carried. 

Board minutes also available on menard.com about 30 days after the Meeting. 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ■ WEB ADDRESS: www.menard.com 

EE3 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



14300 State Hwy 97 • RO. BOX 200 • PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 62675 * 1-800-872-1203 • 217-632-7746 http://www.menard.com 

Service Charge Adjustment 
If you look at your electric bill that you receive 

monthly from Menard Electric Cooperative, you 
will see a line item called Service Charge. In 2008, 
you will see some changes on your electric bill asso' 
ciated with the Service Charge. One of the changes 
you will notice is a name change. No longer will 
you see a line item called Service Charge but you 
will see a line item called Facility Charge. 

What is a Service/Facility Charge? If you look 
on the back of your electric bill, you will find an 
Explanation of Terms. Under the Explanation of 
Terms, you can locate the term for Service Charge. 
“A monthly fixed charge that covers the expenses 
incurred to serve each consumer regardless of us- 
age.” Whether you use 10,000 kilowatts or you use 
zero kilowatts, everyone pays a Facility Charge. 

The Facility Charge covers cost that is required 
to provide, maintain and operate each service 

location. The expenses included range from the 
cost to provide and read your meter, all member 
billing and collection expenses, and the investment 
in the distribution service equipment such as the 
transformer, conductor, etc. 

Menard Electric Cooperative has had the same 
Service/Facility Charge rate for the past 22 years. 
Earlier this year, the Menard Electric Coopera' 
tive Board of Directors reviewed a formal cost of 
service study that recommended increasing the 
Service/Facility Charge. Starting with your January 
31, 2008, electric bill, the Facility Charge increase 
will become effective. By using the chart below 
and locating your rate code, you can determine the 
increase in your Facility Charge. 

Rate Code 
Old Service 
Charge 

New Facility 
Charge 

10, 10S, 11, IIS, 13, 17, 17S, 18, 18S 19 and 
19S 

$16.00 $24.00 

20 and 21 $45.00 $55.00 

30 and 31 $50.00 $80.00 

40 $174-00 Annual $276.00 Annual 

50 and 52 $18.75 (4 month billing) $35.00 (6 month Billing) 

60, 61 and 62 $16.00 $30.00 

If you have any questions about the above changes, please contact the office. We will be glad to answer 
any questions you may have. 
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Priorities In Restoring Electric Service 
^^^ccasionally, we are asked 
^^how we would choose 
which house gets electric service 
restored during a major wind or 
ice storm. The chart to the right 
depicts a simplified version of 
how we would go about restoring 
service to each house. Specify 
cally, we would start at the source 
of the power, namely the substa' 
tion. Then similar to spokes on a 
wheel we would work out on the 
main distribution line, repairing 
and restoring service to the main 
feeder lines. It would do no good 
to repair a small wire attached to 
your house if the main line was 
dead, plus the time spent at this 
house would mean that many 
other people are off even longer. 

In our diagram, the men would 
first work to restore the main 
distribution line. Since there 
is nothing wrong with the lines 
leading to House 2 and House 
3, the repair to the main line 
would automatically bring them 
on. Next we would clear up any 
problems with the tap lines lead¬ 
ing off the main line. In our ex¬ 
ample the tap line would restore 

service to House 4. Only after all 
the high voltage lines are repaired 
would we repair problems at in¬ 
dividual homes. In our example, 
individual House 1 and 5 would 
then be restored. 

Occasionally, we have people 
call and say our men drove by but 
did not stop to repair a problem at 

their particular house. We hope 
this explanation will help you un¬ 
derstand our priorities. Although 
at times it may not seem like it, 
there is a predetermined plan 
to restore service to the largest 
number of people in the quickest 
time possible. 

Please Keep Area Around Meter Clear 
Wb would like to ask our members to keep the area under the 

meter clear of debris, weeds and brush, so our linemen can 
get to the meter. Thank you. 

Your cooperative will be closed 
Monday, November 12 

in honor of Veterans Day. 

The cooperative office will also be closed on Thursday 
and Friday, Nov. 22 and 23, to observe the 

Thanksgiving Holiday with family and friends. 
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Hanging up the Hooks 
By Jane Shaw Outright 

Friday was the day my husband has 
been looking forward to for years 

- his last official day of work. For the 
past 35V2 years, he’s been a lineman 
for Menard Electric. 

His working days actually began 
when he was just a kid delivering 
newspapers around town, and during 
high school he worked for Bob Ket- 
chum at the local Standard station. 
He went to automotive school at SIU 
and then took a job as a mechanic 
at Seiling-Mitchell. That’s where he 
worked when we were married, and a 
short time later he and George Stier 
started a fertilizer business. When 
our first child was just a year old, he 
went to work for Menard Electric 
and remained there throughout his 
career. 

People have a tendency to take 
their electric service for granted until 
the power suddenly goes out because 
of a storm or problem with their own 
lines, but I can assure you our phone 
started ringing the minute the lights 
dimmed. I’ve spent many a night and 
weekend fielding calls as if I was the 
answering service and then alerting 
him to outage areas. It wasn’t my job, 
but I was always happy to help out 
anyway I could. 

The kids and I spent many nights 
alone while he as out working in the 
worst of conditions and eaten meals 
by ourselves when he jumped up from 
the table with a plate full of food to 
get to an outage. He endured bitter 
cold temperatures as well as swelter¬ 
ing heat while hanging from the top 
of a pole, often with lightning bolts 
flashing around him. He worked in 
blizzards, ice and sleet storms and 
blinding rain storms at all hours of 
night and day, sometimes going for 
days without rest. 

Two of his absences that I’ll never 
forget involved bad weather. One day 
right before Christmas his truck got 
snowed in miles from home. He was 
safe and warm in a customer’s home 
but wasn’t allowed to leave his truck 
behind. When he finally arrived home 
late on Christmas Eve, I was sitting 

on the living room floor crying out of 
frustration as I tried to assemble our 
kids’ Christmas toys and get all the 
little decals in their proper places. 

I’ll never forget the Easter ice 
storm of 1978. We never lost power 
at home but many people were out of 
service for weeks since miles of lines 
fell down and had to be rebuilt. He 
worked solid for two weeks or more, 
arriving home after midnight and 
leaving for work before 6:00 a.m. I 
finally started taking the kids to Gill- 
more’s for dinner several times a week 
so they could see their father since a 
bunch of the guys usually stopped 
there for a well-earned meal. 

Most people don’t realize how 
grueling line work can be. Strapping 
on those hooks and climbing poles day 
after day and pulling and stretching 
to get lines in place take a physical 
toll over the years and contribute 
to frequent joint problems, pulled 
muscles and more. It’s no wonder that 
linemen are often idled for weeks or 
months while their bodies heal from 
the daily torture. 

Linemen who never get seriously 
injured are very fortunate, but my 
husband didn’t fall into that category. 
His first work-related hospitalization 
was for a broken leg when a pole 
rolled off a pile and clipped his leg. 
He was only in the hospital a couple 
of days but was in a cast for months 
while I was pregnant with our second 
child. Fortunately he was able to re¬ 
turn to work a couple of weeks before 
the baby was bom. 

Once a pole broke while he was on 
it and a bolt punctured his knee. He 
burned a pole once and hit a meter 
on the way down, breaking ribs, and 
another time he kicked out while 
wearing no shirt and rode the pole 
down, picking up splinters along the 
way. Then came the worst imagin¬ 
able accident for a lineman - he was 
electrocuted. 

He was working with a crew near 
Lincoln when he somehow lost his 
hard hat and his head touched an en¬ 
ergized line while he held the neutral. 

Lineman Terry Outright retired 
after over 35 years of service 
with Menard Electric. 

The electricity entered the top of his 
head and blew out his underarm and 
his fingers, while the flash caught his 
shirt on fire. He was in a bucket and 
his co-workers doused him with ice 
water and left him in the bucket as 
they raced to the Lincoln hospital. 

He was immediately transferred to 
Memorial’s bum unit, where he spent 
four weeks and underwent numerous 
surgeries and skin grafts, and after 
returning home he endured weeks 
of daily physical therapy to regain 
use of is left arm and hand. Despite 
repeatedly being told he could never 
again do line work, he was back on 
the job six months later. The biggest 
miracle is that he even survived the 
accident. 

There have been other problems 
and surgeries caused by the work, 
but he’s always returned to the job. 
He’s had one shoulder replaced and 
one knee, and he’ll get a second new 
knee in December, but he has driven 
himself to always do the very best 
job he could, despite being told by 
different doctors over the years that 
he should be on total disability. 

That’s the life of a lineman, a 
life of brutal, torturous work, late 
and long hours in the worst weather 
conditions imaginable. That’s what 
electric linemen do day in and day 
out, and that’s the reason we have 
constant and reliable electric service 
in our homes and offices. 

Congratulations on your retire' 
ment, Terry! It’s well deserved, and 
I for one appreciate the prompt and 
courteous service you and your com' 
rades have provided over the years. 
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Make Your Life Easier With Our Automatic Payment Plan 
How it works: 

The Automatic Payment Plan is depend¬ 
able, flexible, convenient, and easy. You 
authorize regularly scheduled payments to 
made from your checking or savings account. 
Then, just sit back and relax. Your payments 
will be made automatically on the 10th day 
of each month, and proof of payment will 
appear on your statement. The amount 
withdrawn from your account will be the 
net amount due shown on your bill. The 
authority you give us to charge your account 
will remain in affect until you notify us in 
writing to terminate the authorization. 

Sign up Now! 
To take advantage of this service, please 

fill out the application form included on page 
16e of this newsletter. 

With our Automatic Payment Plan, you can 
pay your bill each month automatically 

from your checking or savings account. 

Sways automatic payment 
can help you: 

1. It saves time - fewer checks to 
write. 

2. It is convenient and timely - even if 
you’re out of town. 

3. It is always on time - no lost or 
misplaced statements help maintain 
good credit and avoid late charges. 

4. It saves money - no postage or 
envelopes needed. 

5. It’s easy - it’s easy to sign up for or 
cancel, just call us. 

Schools are part of our electric co-op 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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With our Automatic Payment Plan you can have your electric bill 
automatically deducted from your checking or savings account 

on the 10th of each month. We will deduct the net amount shown on 
your bill, and proof of payment will appear on your monthly statement. 
No checks to write, stamps to buy or deadlines to worry about! Fill 
out the application below to make your life just a little easier! 

Mail with a voided check to Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 
200, Petersburg, IL 62675. 

Name: SS# 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Phone#: Map Location # 

Bank Name: 

Bank Account # 

Checking acct. □ 

i, 

Savings acct. □ 

 , authorize Menard Electric 

Cooperative to draw monthly bank drafts through the automatic plan 

(ACH) on the account shown above for the payment of my electric 
bill in full and any other services I authorize. I understand that 1 may 
discontinue my participation at any time by notifying Menard Electric 

Cooperative in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the 
bank may terminate this agreement with 10 days written notice. I 

understand that Menard Electric Cooperative reserves the right to 
limit participation in this program to customers whose accounts are 
in good standing. I understand that the amount of my bill each month 
will be drafted on the 10th or next business day after. I understand that 
if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, there 
will be a charge posted to my Menard Electric Cooperative account, 

for NSF, and I will still be required to make full payment before the 

due date of the bill. 

Signature: Date: 
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■ Water Heater Rebates 
and Rate 

This water heater rebate program is 
available on a one-time basis to all 

members who agree to replace an existing 
fossil fuel fired water heater with an electric 

water heater that 
has at least a 40-gal' 
Ion capacity. If the 
new electric water 
heater is installed in 
a new structure or 
replaces a fossil fuel 
fired water heater 
you will receive a 
$100 rebate. For 
the second new water 
heater you will re¬ 
ceive $75. If the new 
electric water heater 
replaces an existing 
electric water heater 
you will receive a $75 
rebate. To qualify for 
the rebate you must 
sign up for the coop¬ 

erative’s load manage¬ 
ment program. In addition 

to the rebate above you will qualify for a 
3 cent per kilowatt-hour rate reduction 
on kilowatt-hours used between 600 and 
1,000 every month of the year. This could 
save you up to $144 each year in addition 
to the rebate. 

■ Geothermal Rebates & Rates The rebate is $600 regardless of the size 
of the units installed. The unit can be 

installed in either a new or existing home. 
If you install a geothermal heating and 
cooling system you will also be eligible for 
your cooperative’s geothermal rate, if you 
have an all electric home. Under this rate 
you will be billed 5 cents per kilowatt-hour 
for all kilowatt-hours used between 1,000 
and 6,000 for the billing months of October 
through May each year. 

■ Heat Pump 
Rebates Your cooperative 
is offering a $200 

rebate regardless of 
the size of the unit 
installed. 

■ Certified 
Comfort Home 
Rebate 

If you build a new 
home to the standards 

described in the Cer¬ 
tified Comfort Home 
book you will receive a 
onetime $100 rebate. 

BuMng the home 

__p£o 
OR1 * 

"H |% 

If you have any questions on these rebates give the cooperative a call at 
(800) 872-1203 or check out the cooperative’s Web site at www.menard.com. 
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Seven 2008IEC Memorial Scholarships Available 
Menard Electric Manager Lynn Frasco has announced 

that for the thirteenth consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors. 

Seven scholarships of $1,250 each will be 
awarded in 2008 to eligible high school 
seniors through the Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 
Program. 

Four scholarships will be awarded to stu¬ 
dents who are the sons or daughters of an Illinois 
electric cooperative member receiving service from 
the cooperative. A fifth scholarship, the Earl W. Struck 
Memorial Scholarship, will be awarded to a student who is 
the son or daughter of an Illinois electric cooperative em¬ 
ployee. The sixth and seventh scholarships are reserved 
for students enrolling full-time at a two-year Illinois com¬ 
munity college who are the sons or daughters of Illinois 

electric cooperative members, employees or directors. 
“We hope to assist electric cooperative youth while 
honoring past rural electric leaders with this scholar¬ 

ship,” says Frasco. “Menard Electric and the other 
Illinois electric cooperatives are always seeking 

ways to make a difference in our communi¬ 
ties. One of the best ways we can do that 
is by helping our youth through programs 

like this one.” 
Candidates are judged on the basis of 

grade point average, college entrance exam scores, 
work and volunteer experience, school and civic activi¬ 

ties, and a short essay that demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives. 

For more information contact Stu Churchill at Menard 
Electric at 217-632-7746. 

Paying Your Electric Bill through a Financial Institution 

Menard Electric Account No in the appropriate 
location on your financial institution’s form. 

This is the number in the upper right hand 
corner of the stub on the bottom of your electric 

bill. It is in bold face type above the Map Location 
No. on your bill stub which you would normally 
return with your payment if you were to mail it to 
the office with a check. This number is important 
to us so we can make sure your payment is posted 
to your account. 

Please Detach and Return Bottom Portion with Payment 

Please Remit Payment to: 
Menard Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 200 
Petersburg, IL 62675-0200 

REGULAR 

Map Location Number 

Amount Due 

Due Date 

02-104-001 
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The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors 
of Menard Electric Cooperative was called to order by 

President Gary L. Martin at 6:00 p.m. at the headquarters 
of the Cooperative, 14300 State Highway 97, Petersburg, 
County of Menard and State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: Jerry W. 
Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, Warren D. Goetsch, 
James G. Graff, Gary L. Martin, Roy H. Seaney and Steven 
L. Women Director Donald E. McMillan was absent. Also 
present was Manager Lynn A. Frasco, Manager of Account¬ 
ing and Information Systems, Christopher P Hinton, System 
Engineer, James Rechner and Attorney Charles K. Smith. 

President Martin reviewed with the Board the Consensus 
Agenda. It was moved and seconded that the Consensus 
Agenda be approved. Motion carried. 

The Board reviewed the RUS Hardship Rate Loan Ap¬ 
plication. 

Manager Frasco reviewed with the Board the Rate 
Design Options and his recommendations with regard to 
rate changes. The Board discussed the new Rate Design 
Options and the recommendations by Manager Frasco and 
the Cooperative Staff. 

Manager of Accounting and Information Systems, 
Christopher P Hinton reviewed with the Board the Ten 
Year Financial Forecast. 

System Engineer, James Rechner, reviewed the 2007 
- 2010 RUS Construction Work Plan. 

There was discussion by the Board of the Application 
for a Promissory Note and Multiple Advance Term Loan 
Supplement with CoBank for financing the Cooperative’s 
interest in Prairie State. It was moved and seconded the 
Application for the Promissory Note and Multiple Advance 
Term Loan Supplement with CoBank, on the terms and pro¬ 
visions, as contained therein, be approved, and the President 
be authorized to execute said Application. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco discussed with the Board the loan from 
CoBank and Menard’s share of Prairie State Power Plant 
Project. 

Director Carls reported on the developments with regard 
to Prairie Power, Inc. 

Manager Frasco discussed with the Board adjustments 
to Menard’s service charges and facility charges and adjust¬ 
ments to security light rates effective for the January, 2008 
billing. It was moved and seconded that the adjustments to 
Menard’s service charges/facility charges be approved, ef¬ 
fective for the January, 2008 billing. Motion carried. It was 
moved and seconded that the adjustments to the security 
light rates be approved, effective for the January 2008 billing. 
Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for 
the month of July 2007. He reviewed the Balance Sheet, 

Menard Electric Cooperative^ 
From the Board Room 
August 22, 2007 

Budget, as well as the Outage Summary and Safety Report. 
Under the Operations Report, Manager Frasco reported on 
various outages for the month and he advised that Governor 
Blagoevich had signed the Rate Relief Bill. He informed the 
Board that Terry Cutright was terminating his employment 
with the Cooperative and that there would be a reception for 
him on August 31, 2007, at the Cooperative Headquarters. 
He advised that the Cooperative had hired Dalton Whitley 
as an apprentice. He discussed the status of developments 
with regard to the Allen Station Ethanol Plant and advised 
that he had attended the Mason County Zoning Meeting 
where the County Board had approved the rezoning of the 
real estate as requested for the Ethanol Plant. It appeared 
that they were moving ahead with plans for the Ethanol 
Plant at that location. 

Manager Frasco discussed load control for the year. He 
discussed the NRECA Director Certification and advised 
that Director McMillan had completed all his classes for 
Certification. He reviewed the Low Income Energy Assis¬ 
tance Program. It was moved and seconded the Manager’s 
Report be approved as presented. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Financial Report for the 
Month of July. Year to date margins were $157,520 compared 
to $164,033 a year earlier. Equity as of the end of July was 
33.74% and the number of members served was 10,313 
compared to 10,185 a year ago. Net Utility Plant at the end 
of July was $31,905,393 compared to $31,179,801 last year. 
The cooperative continues to meet the requirements of the 
RUS, FFB and NRUCFC. 

Director Goetsch reported on AIEC Activities. He dis¬ 
cussed the AIEC Annual Meeting and discussed the fact that 
Earl Struck had passed away and that many Cooperatives 
were making a contribution to the Earl Struck Scholarship. 
It was moved and seconded that the Cooperative make a 
donation of $100.00 for the Earl Struck Scholarship. Motion 
carried. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Capital Credit Estate 
Refunds Report. 

It was moved and seconded that the Board adopt a 
Resolution in appreciation of Terry Cutright’s 35 years of 
service to Menard Electric. Motion carried. 

President Martin advised that next month’s Board Meet¬ 
ing was scheduled for September 26 at 6:00 p.m. 

Under other business, President Martin reminded the 
Board that the NRECA Region V Meeting was scheduled for 
September 11 -13,2007, in Lacrosse, Wisconsin. He advised 
that the Menard Electric Christmas Party was scheduled for 
December 7, 2007. 

There being no further business to come before the 
Board, it was moved and seconded the Meeting be ad¬ 
journed. Motion carried. 

Board minutes also available on menard.com about 30 days after the Meeting. 
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Gary L. Martin, President James G. Graff 
Jerry W. Brooks, Vice President Warren D. Goetsch 

D. Jay Frye, Secretary Don McMillan 
Roy H. Seaney, Treasurer Steve L. Womer 
Michael E. Carls 

COOPERATIVE PERSONNEL 
Lynn A. Frasco, Manager 
Janey L. Ames 
Randolph J. Avery 
Bart Bailey 
Brandon Blair 
Mark A. Bradley 
Robert P Burris 
Stuart Churchill 
Pam Davis 
W. R. (Casey) Duncheon 

Terry W. Entwistle 

M. Suzanne Freeland 

James T. Haddick 

Robert Manner 
Dwaine E. Heyen 

Christopher P Hinton 

Alan D. Horn 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Wayne E. Jones 
Darlene M. McGee 
James K. Masten 
Brock D. Meyer 
Trish Michels 
Cheryl Milstead 
John D. (Dan) Morgan 
Seth Parker 
Douglas S. Pettit 
Larry D. Power 

James Rechner 

Rhonda K. Satorius 

Timothy Schafer 

Troy S. Shafer 

Corey M. Stone 
John H. Whitehurst 

Dalton Whitley 
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Escaping a Vehicle That is in 
Remain calm, stay in the vehicle and call for help. 

Ask someone to call the electric utility, and a 
lineman will be sent to disconnect the power. If the 
power line is energized and you step outside, your 
body becomes the path and electrocution is the 
tragic result. Wait until the electric utility arrives 
to make sure power to the line is cut off. 

The only exception would be if fire or 
the smell of gasoline were present. In that 
case, the proper action is to jump - not 
step - with both feet hitting the ground 
at the same time. Jump clear, without 
touching the vehicle and ground at the 
same time. Shuffle or hop to safety keeping both 
feet together as you leave the area. 

Like the ripples in a pond or lake, the voltage 

Contact With Power Lines 
diminishes the farther out it is from the source. 
Stepping from one voltage level to another allows 
the body to become a path for that electricity. A 
large difference in voltage between both feet could 
kill you. 

Even if a power line has landed on the ground, 
there is still the potential for the area near 

your car to be energized. Stay inside the 
vehicle unless there’s Ere or imminent 
risk of fire. Be sure that at no time you or 
anyone touches the equipment and the 
ground at the same time. Never should 
the occupants simply step out of the ve- 

hide—they must jump clear. 
Source: safeelectricity.com 

Stay inside 
the vehicle 

How to Calculate Your Capital Credits 
For the fiscal year 2006 the capital credit alloca¬ 

tion factor will be .05625267. To determine 
the amount of capital credits on your account, 
multiply the allocation factor by the amount paid 

for electricity excluding tax. For example, energy 
payments of $1,000 X .056252 = $56.25. Please 
contact the co-op office for more information. 

Seven 2008IEC Memorial Scholarships Available 
Menard Electric Manager Lynn Frasco has announced 

that for the thirteenth consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors. 

Seven scholarships of $1,250 each will be 
awarded in 2008 to eligible high school 
seniors through the Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 
Program. 

Four scholarships will be awarded to stu¬ 
dents who are the sons or daughters of an Illinois 
electric cooperative member receiving service from 
the cooperative. A fifth scholarship, the Earl W Struck 
Memorial Scholarship, will be awarded to a student who 
is the son or daughter of an Illinois electric cooperative 
employee. The sixth and seventh scholarships are reserved 
for students enrolling full-time at a two-year Illinois com¬ 

munity college who are the sons or daughters of Illinois 
electric cooperative members, employees or directors. 

“We hope to assist electric cooperative youth 
while honoring past rural electric leaders with this 

scholarship,” says Frasco. “Menard Electric and 
the other Illinois electric cooperatives are 

always seeking ways to make a difference in 
our communities. One of the best ways we 

can do that is by helping our youth through 
programs like this one.” 
Candidates are judged on the basis of grade 

point average, college entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experience, school and civic activities, and a 
short essay that demonstrates their knowledge of electric 
cooperatives. 

For more information contact Stu Churchill at Menard 
Electric at 217-632-7746. 
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Service Charge Adjustment 
If you look at your electric bill that you receive 

monthly from Menard Electric Cooperative, you 
will see a line item called Service Charge. In 2008, 
you will see some changes on your electric bill asso¬ 
ciated with the Service Charge. One of the changes 
you will notice is a name change. No longer will 
you see a line item called Service Charge but you 
will see a line item called Facility Charge. 

What is a Service/Facility Charge? If you look 
on the back of your electric bill, you will find an 
Explanation of Terms. Under the Explanation of 
Terms, you can locate the term for Service Charge. 
“A monthly fixed charge that covers the expenses 
incurred to serve each consumer regardless of us¬ 
age.” Whether you use 10,000 kilowatts or you use 
zero kilowatts, everyone pays a Facility Charge. 

The Facility Charge covers cost that is required 
to provide, maintain and operate each service 

location. The expenses included range from the 
cost to provide and read your meter, all member 
billing and collection expenses, and the investment 
in the distribution service equipment such as the 
transformer, conductor, etc. 

Menard Electric Cooperative has had the same 
Service/Facility Charge rate for the past 22 years. 
Earlier this year, the Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Board of Directors reviewed a formal cost of 
service study that recommended increasing the 
Service/Facility Charge. Starting with your January 
31, 2008, electric bill, the Facility Charge increase 
will become effective. By using the chart below 
and locating your rate code, you can determine the 
increase in your Facility Charge. 

Rate Code 
Old Service 
Charge 

New Facility 
Charge 

10, 10S, 11, IIS, 13, 17, 17S, 18, 18S 19 and 
19S $16.00 $24.00 

20 and 21 $45.00 $55.00 

30 and 31 $50.00 $80.00 

40 $174.00 Annual $276.00 Annual 

50 and 52 $18.75 (4 month billing) $35.00 (6 month Billing) 

60, 61 and 62 $16.00 $30.00 

If you have any questions about the above changes, please contact the office. We will be glad to answer 
any questions you may have. 

omen CLOSING 
Menard Electric Cooperative will be closed December 24 and 25 

in observance of Christmas 
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Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
The LIHEAP program provides a one-time lump 

sum payment directly to the utility company on 
behalf of the customer. The payment is based upon 
the number of people in the household and the gross 
monthly income of everyone in that household. This 
process can take approximately 30 days once you have 
completed an application. 

The LIHEAP program can help with natural gas, 

electricity, propane, and heating oil. In some cases 
if the utility service is shut off the customer may be 
required to make a Good Faith payment to the utility 
company before LIHEAP can make any promise of 
payment. 

You may be eligible for assistance if your house¬ 
hold’s combined income is at or below the following 
levels: 

# of people living in the 
household: 

Gross income for 30 days 
prior to application date: 

1 $1,276 
2 $1,711 
3 $2,146 
4 $2,501 
5 $3,016 

Please call your local office for ac ditional amounts. 

If you think you are eligible to participate in the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP). You may wish to contact an agent in your area. 

CIEDC (Logan County) 
1800 5th Street 
Lincoln, IL 62656 
(217) 732-2159 
Ezt. 251 

Decatur-Macon County 
Opportunity Corp. 

1122 E. Marietta St. 
Decatur, IL 62521 
(217) 428-2193 

MCS Community Services 
Cass & Morgan County 
345 W. State St. 
Jacksonville, IL 62650 
(217) 243-9404 
(888) 288-4413 

Sangamon County Dept, of 
Community Resources 

200 S. 9th St., Room 311 
Springfield, IL 62701 
(217) 535-3120 

Tazwood Community Service, Inc. 
Tazewell County 
2005 S. Main St. 
Morton, IL 61550-1540 
(309) 266-9941 

CIEDC (Mason County) 
532 S. Schrader 
Havana, IL 62644 
(309) 543-2594 

CIEDC (Menard County) 
809 Old Salem Rd. 
Petersburg, IL 62675 
(217) 632-3878 

How to Deck the Halls - Safely 
Each year, improper installation and use of holiday 

lighting and decorations cause thousands of avoid¬ 
able electrical fires and injuries. 

Look for and eliminate potential dangers due to 
holiday lighting, decorating, and entertaining. 
■ Use only lights that have been safety tested and 

approved by Underwriters Laboratory (UL). Look 
for the UL label on the box and on each string. 

■ Place fresh-cut trees away from heat sources such as 
heat registers, fireplaces, radiators, and televisions. 
Water the tree frequently. 

■ Before plugging in the lights, check each string 
for broken sockets, frayed cords, or faulty plugs. 
Replace damaged strings. 

■ Make sure extension cords are in good condition. 
Use only UL-approved cords rated to carry the 
electrical load you will connect to them. 

■ Keep electric cords away from high-traffic areas. 

Don’t stretch them across a room where people can 
trip over them. Likewise, don’t hide them under 
rugs or carpets. 

■ Always unplug lights before going to bed or leaving 
your home. 

■ Outdoors, use only lights and cords rated for out¬ 
door use. Do not lay cords across sidewalks, decks, 
or other walkways. 

■ Cords should be plugged into outlets equipped with 
ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs). Use a 
portable GFCI if your outdoor outlets don’t have 
them. 

■ Do not attach cords or lights to metal objects. 
■ Never plug more than two home appliances into an 

outlet at once. Use surge protectors and power strips 
for multiple plugs, and use only outlets designed to 
handle multiple plugs. 

For more information, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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Cooperatives’ Power Supplier Changes Name 

Artist Sketch of the Prairie State Energy Campus 

Effective July 1, 2007, “Prairie Power, Inc.” (PPI) 
became the official not-for-profit Generation 

and Transmission (G&T) Cooperative for 11 
distribution cooperatives purchasing wholesale 
electric energy from Soyland Power Cooperative, 
Inc. PPI was established in 2006 by seven Soyland 
electric distribution cooperatives to own shares in 
the Prairie State Energy Campus under develop¬ 
ment in Washington County, IL. In June, 2007, 
an additional four Soyland member cooperatives 
committed to invest in the Prairie State project. 
On July 1, 2007, these 11 distribution cooperatives 
became capacity owners of 118 megawatts (or 7.46 
percent) of the Prairie State Energy Campus and 
members of PPI. PPI assumed ownership and legal 
responsibility for all Soyland assets, contracts and 
obligations on July 1 and Soyland ceased to exist. 

The formation of PPI is timely relative to the 
significant changes that have occurred within the 
electric utility industry. The demand for energy 
is increasing and the need for new generation re¬ 
sources, equipment and materials are at an all time 
high. The marketplace has become increasingly 
complex, and environmental consciousness and 
government regulations are creating new challenges 
and opportunities for the industry. 

“We perceive PPI as providing the advantage of 
ownership in one of the most reliable, cleanest and 

economical resources for electric energy today, i.e., 
the 1600 megawatt Prairie State Energy Campus. 
This investment will be complemented with new 
long-term power supply contracts and other invest¬ 
ments in economical, reliable and environmentally 
friendly resources that will provide PPI member 
cooperatives with a diversified portfolio of energy 
resources,” said Robert Harbour, President/CEO 
of Prairie Power, Inc. “We are very excited about 
the formation of PPI and the opportunities of our 
business moving forward,” added Harbour. 

“These opportunities and challenges demanded 
that PPI become the new G&T, responsive to 
the demands of our member cooperatives, their 
consumer members and this changing electric 
utility industry,” continued Harbour. 

The 11 electric distribution cooperatives of 
PPI include: Adams Electric Cooperative, Coles- 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative, Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, Farmers Mutual Electric Company, 
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, McDonough Power 
Cooperative, Menard Electric Cooperative, Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative Company, Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
and Western Illinois Electrical Coop. The PPI offices 
are located in Jacksonville, Illinois. To learn more 
about Prairie Power, Inc. visit www.ppi.coop. 
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Energy Solutions 
Reliable, Low-Cost Power to Meet Growing Needs 

The multi-billion dollar Prairie State Energy Campus in Washington County, 111., will be a 1,600 
megawatt supercritical power plant fueled by an adjacent coal mine. Prairie State represents the next 
generation of clean electricity from coal, delivering low-cost energy to more than 1.7 million families an 
fueling business growth in the Midwest. Prairie State will be a hometown energy supplier to hundreds 

of rural communities from Missouri to Virginia that are served by its equity partners. The partner group 
includes American Municipal Power-Ohio; Illinois Municipal Electric Agency; Indiana Municipal Power 
Agency; Kentucky Municipal Power Agency; Missouri Joint Municipal Electric Utility Commission; 
Northern Illinois Municipal Power Agency; Prairie Power, Inc.; Southern Illinois Power Cooperative and 

Peabody Energy. 
Coal-fueled electricity is increasingly important for improving electric reliability, energy security and 

driving down costs. Abundant coal fuels more than 50 percent of U.S. electricity, and is one-fifth the cost 
of natural gas. That’s why dozens of new clean coal-fueled power plants like Prairie State are being built 

across America. 
Prairie State means greater energy security for 

hundreds of communities throughout the Midwest. 

PRAIRIE STATE PARTNERS 

■ American Municipal Power-Ohio 

■ Illinois Municipal Electric Agency 

■ Indiana Municipal Power Agency 

■ Kentucky Municipal Power Agency 

■ Missouri Joint Municipal Electric Utility Commission 

■ Northern Illinois Municipal Power Agency 

■ Prairie Power, Inc. 

£3 Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
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Environmental Care 
High Energy, Low Emissions 

America’s generating plants comply with some of the most stringent 
environmental regulations in the world. Coal used for U.S. electricity 
generation has tripled since 1970, while criteria emissions have been 
reduced by more than half. Prairie State’s ultra¬ 

efficient design will continue this environmental 
improvement. 

Using supercritical technology, Prairie State 
will achieve high efficiencies while generating 

additional power, with emission rates that are far 
lower than America’s current generating fleet. 

Prairie State will be the cleanest coal plant in 

Illinois and among the cleanest in the united States. 
Advanced scrubbing systems will provide the 
highest removal rate of any permitted plant, and 
Prairie State will be equipped with three particulate 
removal systems, versus one in most plants. 

These 21st century technologies will enable 
Prairie State to achieve emissions that are one-fifth 
the regulated emission rates of U.S. coal plants. 
Even its carbon dioxide emission rate would be 

approximately 15 percent lower than the typical 
U.S. coal plant. 

PRAIRIE STATE WILL BE AMONG 
THE CLEANEST COAL PLANTS IN AMERICA 

4.37 ■ 
■ 

SO; 

N0X 

0.26 
0.12 0.182 0.07 

Clean Air 
Interstate 
Rule 2019 

Clean Air Prarle 
Interstate State 
Rule 2015 Permit Level 

"NOx Reductions Mandated by 2009. 

Source: EPA's Clean Air Markets database, Sept, 2007; Energy Information 

Administration 2004 Annual Energy Outlook; GE Energy; SFA Pacific. 

STATE 
Energy Campus 

Practice electric safety 

this Christmas and 

keep all your holiday 

seasons to come merry 

and bright. 

Happy holidays from your 

Touchstone Energy cooper* 

ative’s family to yours. 
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Menard Electric Cooperative 
From the Board Room 
September 25,2007 

The monthly Board Meeting of the Board of Directors 
of Menard Electric Cooperative was called to order by 
President Gary L. Martin at 6:00 p.m. at the headquarters 
of the Cooperative, 14300 State Highway 97, Petersburg, 
County of Menard and State of Illinois. 

On roll call the following Directors were present: 
Jerry W. Brooks, Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, Warren 
D. Goetsch, James G. Graff, Gary L. Martin and Roy H. 
Seaney. Directors Donald E. McMillan and Steven L. 
Womer were absent. Also present was Manager Lynn A. 
Frasco and Attorney Charles K. Smith. 

President Martin reviewed with the Board the 
Consensus Agenda. It was moved and seconded that the 
Consensus Agenda be approved. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Manager’s Report for 
the month of August 2007. Director Womer entered the 
Board room. He reviewed the Balance Sheet, Budget, as 
well as the Outage Summary and Safety Report. Director 
McMillan entered the Board room. Under the Operations 
Report, Manager Frasco reviewed work done by the 
Cooperative crews for the month. He reviewed with the 
Board a Financial Forecast showing the projected financial 
situation of the Cooperative after the Cooperative had 
completed all of its borrowing, as contemplated for the 
Prairie Power Project. He discussed the fact that a press 
release had been received from Jo Carroll Cooperative 
advising that they planned to build an 80 megawatt 
biomass fueled power plant in their service territory. 

Manager Frasco and Attorney Smith reported on the 
status of the Complaint the Cooperative had before the 
Federal Communications Commission with regard to 
radio interference involving Carlinville Area Hospital and 
the frequency granted to the Carlinville Area Hospital. 
Manager Frasco discussed a copy of the correspondence 
received from the Federal Communications Commission 
addressed to Carlinville Area Hospital asking them to 
explain their usage of the frequency. 

Manager Frasco reported that the Cooperative had 
received a small refund, which would be a credit against 
its Federated Insurance Company premium for workman’s 
compensation coverage. He advised that Menard Electric 
had the highest workman’s compensation claims for the 
past year in the State. 

He discussed with the Board a Report received 
from Wireless Data Systems wherein they had made 
recommendations with regard to how to proceed with 
providing internet service to Cooperative customers. The 
Report contained the survey that they had completed at 

the request of the Cooperative. Manager Frasco discussed 
the proposal with Board Members and advised that the 
Cooperative Staff would be reviewing such and presenting 
further information to the Board for their consideration. He 
also advised that a Business Plan needed to be developed 
for further consideration of this matter. It was moved and 
seconded the Manager’s Report be approved as presented. 
Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco presented the Financial Report for the 
Month of August. Year to date margins were $530,046 
compared to $742,444 a year earlier. Equity as of the end 
of August was 34.51% and the number of members served 
was 10,339 compared to 10,202 a year ago. Net Utility 
Plant at the end of August was $31,942,080 compared to 
$31,271,245 last year. The cooperative continues to meet 
the requirements of the RUS, FFB and NRUCFC. 

Director Goetsch reported on AIEC Activities and 
reported on the status of the scholarship funds. 

Director Carls reported on Prairie Power, Inc. 
Manager Frasco discussed various Resolutions for the 

Cooperative’s funding and participation in Prairie Power. 
It was moved and seconded that the appropriate resolutions 
be adopted. 

Manager Frasco discussed with the Board his 
recommendation with regard to non-union 2007 salary 
adjustments. He reviewed with the Board materials from 
the Employee’s Association which presented a review of 
average wage increases for different wage categories. It 
was moved and seconded that the non-union employees be 
given a salary adjustment for 2007. Motion carried. 

Manager Frasco reviewed with the Board the CFC - 
KRTA Ratio’s for 2006. 

Manager Frasco presented the Capital Credit Estate 
Refunds Report. 

President Martin called the Board into Executive 
Session to discuss personnel matters. President Martin 
reconvened the monthly Board Meeting. 

There was discussion about a conflict with regard to 
next month’s Board Meeting scheduled for October 23, 
2007, at 6:00 p.m. After discussion, it was moved and 
seconded that the Board Meeting date for October be 
changed to October 30, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. Motion carried. 

Under other business, President Martin reminded the 
Board that the Menard Electric Christmas Party was now 
scheduled for Saturday, December 1, 2007. 

There being no further business to come before the 
Board, it was moved and seconded the Meeting be 
adjourned. Motion carried. 

Board minutes also available on menard.com about 30 days after the Meeting. 
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