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A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative HI-LINES 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

There are few things in life that you 
can know with certainty, but one 

is that each new year brings with it 
change. I don’t suppose that 2007 
will be any different. This coming 
year, your board of directors at Jo- 
Carroll Energy will make a number 
of decisions that will affect all mem¬ 
bers of the cooperative. This is not 
a new revelation - it is simply the 
cooperative’s way of adjusting to the 
changing times. You, as a member of 
Jo-Carroll Energy, can feel assured 
that these decisions will have your 
best interests in mind, as well as the 
community, directors and employees 
of the cooperative. 

You see, we are all in this to¬ 
gether. We all live, work and serve 
in the same communities. We want 
the best for our families just as you 
do. Making tough decisions that af¬ 
fect the well-being of many others is 
never an easy thing, but the group 
of men and women making these 
decisions are your trusted friends 
and neighbors - elected by you! The 
employees and directors ot the coop¬ 

erative live where they serve, which 
makes it easy to talk with us. 

This year may prove to be chal¬ 
lenging due to the Alliant Energy 
service territory acquisition, increas¬ 
es in the cost of living, rising fuel 
costs and the war. No matter what 
happens in 2007, we will continue 
to do everything within our power 
to provide Jo-Carroll Energy mem¬ 
bers with reliable electricity at the 
lowest possible cost. We also prom¬ 
ise to provide the best customer 
service and uphold the cooperative 
principles upon which Jo-Carroll 
Energy was founded many years ago. 

It is very important that we get 
to know you. In doing so, we build 
important relationships that will 
teach us more about your needs. 
This knowledge will allow us to serve 
you better. As we begin into the new 
year, we want you there beside us 
helping us to make those wise deci¬ 
sions that will be for the good of all 
Jo-Carroll Energy members. That’s 
the cooperative difference - the 
members have a voice. 

Health 
Fair 

More than 26 cooperative mem¬ 
bers attended this year’s health 

fair at Jo-Carroll Energy offices on 
November 7. 

Members joined employees in 
having a free blood pressure check. 
Other free services included choles¬ 
terol triglycerides, high density lipo¬ 
protein and low density lipoprotein. 
Services at a small fee included: cho¬ 
lesterol test along with blood chem¬ 
istry test, complete blood count, 

high sensitivity-c-reactive protein, 
PSA test for men, TSH, a thyroid 
test, blood pressure and more. 

Jo-Carroll Energy, along with 
the Jo Daviess county Health De¬ 
partment, held the fourth annual 
health fair at the cooperative’s of¬ 
fices. We were pleased to have such 
a good turnout this year. We thank 
the Jo Daviess County Health De¬ 
partment and JCE employees who 
helped with this event. 
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JCE Helps 
Sister 

Cooperatives 
Hit By Ice 
And Snow 

Storm 

A call for help was received from 
Corn Belt Energy in Bloomington 

and Menard Electric Cooperative 
in Petersburg due to the Nov. 30 
ice and snowstorms that hit central 
Illinois. Jo-Carroll Energy dispatched 
equipment and six lineworkers, Bill 
Allen, Steve Ludwig, Justin Rowles, 
Tim Martin, Jeremy Werner and 
Jeremy Withmer, to aid in restoring 
power. Auaf 

According to Corn Belt Presi- 
dent/CEO Jeff Reeves, the ice in 

the northern region of their service 
territory was 1-2 inches in diameter. 
More than 10,000 members were 
without power due to the storm. 
Menard Electric lost power to five of 
its 17 substations, causing outages 
for more than 4,000 of its members. 

“We are glad to help in times 
like these. It is unusual in a storm 
like this that our counties were 
spared,” says President/CEO 
Michael Hastings. 

Office hours 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through 

Friday 

815-858-2207 
For all outages call 

800-927-5254 

JoCarroll Energy 

793 U.S. Route 
20 West 

P.O. Box 390 
Elizabeth, Illinois 

61028-0390 

Thank You 
prom/ ichor(LRe^t&cbu ■ want to take this time 

to address the mem¬ 
bers of the coopera¬ 
tive that I have served 
for many years. I feel 
honored to have been 
trusted and chosen by 
you to serve as your 
director for 25 years. 
My wife, Twila, and I 
have lived in rural Elizabeth all of 
our lives. We are blessed with two 
children and six grandchildren. 

I became a director for district 
five in 1981 and was involved in 
the construction of the modern 
headquarters building on the edge 
of Elizabeth in 1983. I also served as 
Board Chair from 1985 to 2004. 

Besides the Jo-Carroll Energy 
Board, we have been involved in 
many community organizations like 
the Jo Daviess Comprehensive Eco¬ 
nomic Development Group, Trin¬ 

ity Lutheran Church 
Council, Elizabeth 
School Board, Fair 
Board and the State 
American Dairy Asso¬ 
ciation in the past. 

In, September 2006 
I decided to leave the 
board of directors at 

Jo-Carroll Energy. Leav¬ 
ing something that I was involved 
in for so many years was not an easy 
decision for me but sometimes we all 
have to make tough decisions. 

I wanted to take this time to 
thank the many members that al¬ 
lowed me to serve them for 25 
years and say that I acquired a great 
amount of knowledge and friend¬ 
ships over the years, which Twila and 
I will always cherish. 

I want to send my heartfelt ap¬ 
preciation to those members who 
elected me. 
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Ashley Spahn - 
Billing Services Representative 

Ashley Spahn 
has worked for 

Jo-Carroll Energy 
for six years; she 
started her em¬ 
ployment right 
after graduating 
from River Ridge 
High School in 
Elizabeth Illinois. 

As billing ser¬ 
vices representative, she handles 
many customer service requests and 
interacts directly with the members 
providing requested information 
and service. Ashley lives in Ha¬ 
nover, 111. with her husband Kyle 
and their six-month-old son Ty, 
who was born June 11, 2006. Her 
husband, Kyle, works for Lowe’s 

Home Improvement 
in Dubuque Iowa 
as an Installed Sales 
Manager. Ashley and 
Kyle will be married 
five years in March 
2007. Ashley loves 
spending time with 
her husband and son. 
She also enjoys help¬ 
ing with the family’s 

25-acre vineyard and winery. Plans 
are to have the winery open in the 
spring of 2007. Ashley also works 
with her mother, selling garage sale 
items on E-Bay. Ashley says, “It is 
a pleasure to work with Jo-Carroll 
Energy staff and to be able to serve 
the cooperative’s members.” 

Jeremy Werner replaces football stadium lights. 

Jeremy Werner graduated from 
Northwest Iowa Community 

college’s lineworker program in 
May 2000, and started working as 
a lineworker for Jo-Carroll Energy 
that June. Werner currently lives 
in Elizabeth and is engaged to Julie 
Frank. Julie is from Scales Mound 
and is attending Palmer Chiro¬ 
practic School in Davenport, Iowa. 

Jeremy’s hobbies include riding his 
Harley, snowboarding, outdoor ac¬ 
tivities and spending time with his 
friends. Jeremy says, “One of the 
highlights of working at Jo-Carroll 
Energy has been going to Alabama, 
Mississippi and Louisiana to help 
other cooperatives rebuild after the 
Hurricanes. It made me feel good 
to be able to help.” 

Reader 
prize 

Each month we 
print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll member 
who is eligible to win 
a monthly $25 reader- 
ship prize. If your 
name is printed in 
this month’s edition, 
and not a part of any 
article, contact Jo-Car- 
roll and claim your 
prize no later than the 
10th of the month 
following publication. 
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We would like to 
introduce a few 

of Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
newest members! 

Peter Aguilera, 
Warrenville, IL 

Donald Fellig, 
East Dubuque, IL 

Tim and Mary Gru- 
ben, Leland, IL 
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Resume of Minutes 
JO-CARROLL ENERGY, INC. * Regular Board Meeting • October 25,2006 

The regular board meeting of Jo-Car- 
roll Energy, Inc. was held at the 

Cooperative office at 9:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, October 25, 2006. Board 
members and others present were: Jack 
Janssen, Vernon Law, Joe Mattingley, 
Leonard Ricke, Russ Simpson, Chris 
Stadel, and Marcy Stanger, Attorney 
John Cox, President &. CEO Michael 
Hastings, and staff members - Pat Kele- 
her, Richard Larimore, Karen Hirsch 
and Kyle Buros. Board member Tom 
Lundy was absent. 

The agenda was approved as 
modified. 

The consent agenda items 
were approved as modified, including a 
review of the monthly safety meeting 
minutes. 

Chairman’s Comments 
Simpson thanked the Board and 

Staff for the concerns, prayers, and 
support still being offered related to his 
recent health issue. 

Strategic Activity 

Policy Committee: Stadel presented 
the monthly board policy 135 - Prepay¬ 
ment of Capital Credits to Estates, 
which was approved as presented. 

A new proposed policy No. 
131 - Distribution Generation, was 
approved as presented. The new 
policy deals with member renewable 
energy projects that are connected to the 
Cooperative’s distribution system. These 
projects would include wind turbines, 
solar panels and manure digesters. 

Simpson gave the report 
from the Executive Committee meeting. 
This report included a recommendation 
for new director district lines that will go 

into effect after the closing of the Alliant 
Energy service area acquisition. New 
director district lines are necessary to 
cover the members joining the Coopera¬ 
tive from the Alliant Energy service area 
and to ensure equal representation by 
all members after the acquisition. The 
Executive Committee recommendation 
was approved by the board. 

CEO’s Report 

Acquisition Update -The timing of 
the closing of the Alliant Energy service 
area acquisition is in the hands of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission. There 
are procedural steps left and agreements 
that need to be finalized. Staff continues 
to work on rates for the largest new 
members. A number of additional em¬ 
ployee positions are also in the process 
of being filled. 

Dairyland Settlement Update 
- The settlement agreement is close to 
final form. 

Power Supply Update - Staff con¬ 

tinues to work with the Badger Group 
on future power supply alternatives for 
the new Alliant Energy service area. 

Board Issues 

Keleher presented a number of 
proposed electric rates for the new Alli¬ 
ant Energy service area as well as minor 
non-substantive changes to the present 
Jo-Carroll Energy service area. All of the 

proposed electric rates presented were 
approved as presented. 

The capital credit retirement for 
the year 1980 was discussed. The Board 
approved retiring the total 1980 balance 
of member capital credits in the amount 
of $207,942.26. 

The 2006 reserve for bad debt was 
discussed. The board approved the form 
accrual as proposed by the Staff. 

Board attendees for NRECA 
Course 923.1 were discussed. 

The retention of the engineering 
firm Barnes, Henry, Meisenheimer & 
Gende, Inc. for natural gas engineering 
services was approved. 

Legal Update 

Attorney Cox discussed negotia¬ 
tions with the LRA at the Savanna Army 
Depot. 

Other Business 

Attendees at a recent legislative 
fundraiser on behalf of Illinois ACRE 
(Rep. Mike Boland) reported on this 

Adjournment 

There being no further business 
to come before the meeting, it was the 
consensus of the Board to adjourn the 
meeting. 

r 
Important Safety Notice! 

It is with utmost concern for the safety of Jo-Carroll Energy members that the following policy 
change has been made affecting members who have yard lights attached to cooperative high voltage 

poles. 
Yarci lights require routine maintenance, which could present a safety hazard to an unqualified 

member, particularly on high voltage poles. 
It has been decided to rescind all previous member pole attachment permissions for member- 

owned yard lights and take action to facilitate the removal of all member-owned yard lights from 
cooperative-owned high-voltage poles. 

If you happen to be a member with a yard light on a Jo-Carroll Energy high-voltage pole, please 
call the cooperative at 800-858-5522 to have it removed free of charge. If you have any questions con¬ 
cerning this safety program, please call the cooperative. v. 
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Office hours 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages call 
800-927-5254 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

Vito Stallone, a member of Me- 
nard Electric Cooperative in 

Petersburg, Illinois, sent us a thank 
you letter to express his appreciation 
to the Jo-Carroll Energy lineworkers 
who helped restore 
his power after the 
November 30 ice 
storm that hit the 
central part of IT 
linois. Vito Stallone 
even took the time 
to find a local news¬ 
paper to publish his 
letter. The storm 
left thousands of co¬ 
operative members 
without power for 
several days. We too 
are thankful for our 
line crews who ex¬ 
emplify the power of 
community7 every day. 
I wanted to share with you what 
Mr. Stallone wrote. 

Thanks Jo Carroll Energy by 
Vito Stallone, Sherman, IL 

We had an ice storm here, in 
the Menard Electric Cooperative 
service area on Nov. 30. I’m 64 
years old. I work in Springfield, and 
my wife teaches at the Williamsville 
Junior High School. 

We managed to keep the house 
from freezing up with the fireplace, 
but the bitter cold, and night tem¬ 
peratures dropping to zero and 
below it became a bit scary by the 
morning of the fifth day. We were 
not sleeping, and I didn’t know if we 

could make it another day. It was 
about 3 p.m. on that fifth day when 
the Jo-Carroll line crew arrived. My 
feelings were way beyond relief. I 
couldn’t go back into the house. As 

I stood and watched 
them work, I began 
to realize this was 
not a typical group 
of men working to 
replace power line 
and transformer. I 
am a good judge of 
character and I pick 
up the little signs 
that display excellent 
character. 

I noticed that Jo- 
Carroll Energy was 
printed on the trucks. 
I watched them work. 
They had to be tired, 
but didn’t show it a 

bit. They worked in a symphonic and 
organized fashion, with no waste of 
time and motion. Everyone seemed 
to know what to do and when to 
do it, with just the right amount of 
communication with each other. I 
wanted to take pictures, so with per¬ 
mission I did. 

As night began to fall and the 
job neared completion, one task 
that to me seemed to be most diffi¬ 
cult one, needed to done. Near the 
house and power line, about forty 
five feet up on a 200-year old 80- 
foot hard rock maple tree there was 
a huge limb that broke, but still was 
hanging there. It was glazed with 
thick ice and must have weighed 

(Continued on page 16b) 

Bill Allen, 

Jeremy Werner, 

Jeremy Whitmer, 

and Steve Ludwig 

are the kind of 

people this 

country and this 

world needs a lot 

more of. 
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Reader 
prize 

Each month we 
print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll member 
who is eligible to win 
a monthly $25 reader- 
ship prize. If your 
name is printed in 
this month’s edition, 
and not a part of 
any article, contact 
Jo-Carroll and claim 
your prize no later 
than the 10th of the 
month following 
publication. 

We would like to 
introduce a few 

of Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
newest members! 

Steven Adams, 
Hoffman Estates, IE 

Gail Gabbert, 
Evanston, IE 

Terry Heiden, 
Bartlett, IE 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
(Continued from page 16a) 

400 to 500 pounds, and was about 
20 feet long to its extremities. 

When Jeremy Whitmer was 
asked if he thought he could 
“handle that,” I was watching his 
reaction. It was a clear display of 
excellent character, and absolute 
confidence. I was impressed, and 
those impressions continued as I 
watched him work on that limb 
while Bill Allen gave good advice 
from the ground. He did not look 
like a man who was well into the 
second half of working another 16- 
hour day in bitter cold. Only skill, 

strengths, and good judgment 
were showing. 

I am writing this letter to 
express my appreciation to this 
particular crew of men, and to 
each individual member of this 
crew who are obviously above 
the rest. Jo-Carroll Energy and 
the people it serves are very for¬ 
tunate to have them. Bill Allen, 
Jeremy Werner, Jeremy Whitmer, 
and Steve Ludwig are the kind 
of people this country and this 
world needs a lot more of. 

Touchstone Energy Classroom 
Empowerment Grants 

On January 3, the Scales Mound 
High School science class 

received two Touchstone Energy 
Classroom Empowerment Grants. 
The grants allowed the school to 
fund two projects, a Solderless 
Breadboarding Lab Station and 
Basic Electricity Lab equipment. 

Scales Mound Science Teacher 
Keith Hesselbacher applied for the 
grants and is shown here with one 
of his classes receiving them from 

Charles Deloach, Director of Com¬ 
munications for Jo-Carroll Energy 
(far left). 

Keith Hesslebacher says, “The 
staff and district administration is 
attempting to provide the best and 
varied experience it can for the 
youth in this community. By doing 
so, the students will attain more 
knowledge and skills, which they 
will, in turn, extend back to the 
community at large.” 
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mployaa Spotlight 
Welcome Brian McCaskey 

James (Bryan) McCaskey 
of Mt Carroll, Illinois as¬ 

sumed the new position of 
Engineering & Gas Operations 
Superintendent. After the 
acquisition, Bryan will be sta¬ 
tioned in the Savanna office. 

Bryan comes to Jo-Carroll 
Energy with 23 years of utility 
experience, most recently with 
Alliant Energy as Lead Con¬ 
struction Specialist Supervisor. 

Bryan and his wife, JoEllen, 
have grown up with strong 
cooperative values in their 
families and are pleased to 
be part of Jo-Carroll Energy. 
Bryan enjoys spending his after 
hours at their farm and with 
family. Bryan says, “We really 
like this area and are happy to 
call it home. There are many 

hardworking and friendly people 
here. That is something this area 
can be proud of.” 

Born and raised in Iowa, Bryan 
went where his job took him but 
put his roots down when crossing 
the Mississippi. Bryan has a son, 

Brandon, who lives in Water¬ 
loo, Iowa. Brandon is 21 and 
works at Birch Cabinet. JoEl¬ 
len manages Pinnacle Place, a 
senior living home in Savanna. 
JoEllen also is a supervisor in 
the recreation department at 
Big Meadows Nursing Home 
in Savanna. With busy sched¬ 
ules, they both find time to 
keep their 10-acres an opera¬ 
tional farm and homestead. 

Bryan looks forward to a 
long relationship with Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy. “With the utility 
industry dramatically changing 
the past few years, it was nice 
to see a local proactive coop¬ 
erative acquire new territory,” 
said Bryan. “It’s a win, win for 
the members.” 

Richard Larimore, Vice President of Financial Services 
Richard was raised on a small 

farm in Shelby Electric 
Cooperative service area near 
Shelbyville, IL. Richard and 
his wife, Debi, moved to this 
area in 1987. 

They now reside in Eliza¬ 
beth and have four daughters: 
Bethany, an elementary teach¬ 
er in Ft. Wayne, IN; Sarah, a 
Veterinarian Technician in Ft. 
Wayne, IN. who was married 
12-31-06; Rachel, in college 
in Pensacola, EL, studying zoo 
technology; and Janna, in col¬ 
lege in Huntington, IN, study¬ 
ing Graphic Design. 

Richard has a Bachelor’s of 
Science degree in accounting 
from Southern Nazarene Uni¬ 
versity in Bethany, Oklahoma. 
He began his career at Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy in January 1987 as 
an accountant. He previously 

their creations at craft shows 
in the eastern part of the U.S. 
from Minnesota to Maryland 
and New York to Florida. See 
their Web site at www.silver- 
warecreations.com. 

Richard and Debi enjoy 
travel also, which has taken 
them to Great Britain and 
Israel. They attend church 
at Galena Bible Church in 
Galena. Richard has a sister 
who lives in Bahrain, and his 
brother lives in Japan. 

worked for farmer cooperatives 
JoDaviess Service Co in Eliza¬ 
beth and Winnebago Service 
Company in Rockford. 

Richard and Debi have 
a craft business, Silverware 
Creations, and enjoy making 
jewelry and wind chimes from 
antique silverware. They display 

Jo-Carroll Energy 

793 U.S. Route 
20 West 

PO. Box 390 
Elizabeth, Illinois 

61028-0390 
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Resume of Minutes 
JO-CARROLL ENERGY, INC. • Regular Board Meeting • November 29, 2006 

The regular board meeting of 
Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc. was held 

at the Cooperative office at 9:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, November 
29, 2006. Board members and 
others present were: Jack Jans¬ 
sen, Vernon Law, Tom Lundy, Joe 
Mattingley, Leonard Ricke, Russ 
Simpson, Chris Stadel, Marcy 
Stanger, Attorney John Cox, re¬ 
cording secretary Dorothy Young, 
President & CEO Michael Hast¬ 
ings, and staff members - Pat 
Keleher, Rick Knipfer, Richard 
Larimore and Karen Hirsch. 

H The agenda was approved as 
printed. 

H The consent agenda items 
were approved as modified, in¬ 
cluding a review of the monthly 
safety meeting minutes. 

Strategic Activity 
■ Policy Committee: Stadel pre¬ 
sented the monthly board policy 
137 - Privacy Principles for Mem¬ 
ber-Consumer Information, which 
was approved as presented and 
written. 

Energy service area acquisition. 

CEO’s Report 

I Acquisition Update - The 
CEO reported on the status the 
ICC proceedings and the pro¬ 
jected closing timeline. A report 
was given on two recent filings at 
the FERC: approval of the natural 
gas service area being acquired 
from Alliant Energy and an inter¬ 
vention and protest concerning a 
recent IPL wholesale rate “correc¬ 
tion” filing. Process was reported 
on the Memorandum Of Under¬ 
standings. Capital expenditures 
related to the new hospital west of 
Galena were discussed. Informa¬ 
tion on new staff additions, new 
member packets and environmen¬ 
tal insurance was also presented. 

H Power Supply Update - Staff 
is working with the Badger Group 
to study different power supplier 
options. Smith Consulting contin¬ 
ues to review electric generation 
options. A meeting is scheduled 
for December 5th with Badger 
member boards of directors. 

■ Stanger gave a report on the 
Power Supply Committee meet¬ 
ing. She reported that Jo-Carroll’s 
power plant consultant, Ed Smith 
of Smith Consulting, EEC pro¬ 
vided an interactive presentation 
concerning options for Jo-Carroll’s 
future power supply needs. 

H Stanger then gave a report 
on the Director Selection Com¬ 
mittee meeting. The director 
district lines were redrawn last 
month in anticipation of the Al¬ 
liant Energy acquisition closing. 
District 5, which will now be the 
City of Galena and the surround¬ 
ing area, has a vacancy. The three 
candidates interviewed by the 
committee were all excellent. The 
Board voted and appointed a new 
director for newly defined District 
5, Pat Smith. This appointment 
will become effective upon the 
successful closing of the Alliant 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

■ Member Request - A member 
requested a billing policy excep¬ 
tion. The Board reviewed the 
request and approved the man¬ 
agement’s recommendation. 

Board Issues 
I An employee Christmas bo¬ 
nus was discussed and approved. 

fl Board attendance for NRECA 
Courses 2600.1 and 2610.1 was 
discussed. 

H Capital Credit checks are 
scheduled to be mailed on De¬ 
cember 1st. 

H The CEO covered the 
changes made to the inside union 
contract during recent negotia¬ 
tions with the IBEW. The board 
approved the new four-year inside 
union contract. 

■ A resolution withdrawing 
Jo-Carroll’s membership in Rural 

Electric Supply Cooperative was 
approved. 

■ An operations and mainte¬ 
nance agreement with the Village 
of Hanover was presented and 
approved. 

H Keleher presented natural 
gas rates for the Alliant Energy 
service area. The rates were ap¬ 
proved as presented. 

HI The CEO explained the 
Dairyland load forecast for Jo- 
Carroll Energy and Dairyland’s 
request for a board resolution ap¬ 
proving the forecast. The board 
resolution was approved. 

H The CEO reported on the 
settlement with Dairyland regard¬ 
ing the wholesale power contract 
and other issues with Jo-Carroll 
Energy. The board approved a 
letter agreement with Dairyland 
Power Cooperative. 

H The CEO reported on the 
Dairyland-Jo-Carroll all-require¬ 
ments power contract (ARC) 
extension from 2035 to 2055 for 
the current service area. The 
Dairyland-Jo-Carroll ARC exten¬ 
sion was approved by the board. 

Legal Update 
Attorney Cox discussed nego¬ 
tiations with the ERA at the 
Savanna Army Depot. A meeting 
with the ERA to discuss outstand¬ 
ing issues has been scheduled. 

Other Business 
Comments were made by those 
attending the NRECA Course 
923.1 Attendees at a recent leg¬ 
islative fundraiser on behalf of 
Illinois ACRE (Rep. Mike Boland) 
reported on this event, as well as 
Illinois ACRE representatives for 
the Sieben Fundraiser. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business 
to come before the meeting, it was 
the consensus of the Board to ad¬ 
journ the meeting. 
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A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative HI-LIN 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

Each year around this time, many people 
become preoccupied with an annual 

ritual know as March Madness. For most 
folks, March Madness is a time for college 
basketball, but at Jo-Carroll Energy, the 
term might be more appropriately applied 
to our preparations for our annual meeting. 

For many years, Jo-Carroll Energy 
members have joined us each March to 
find what’s new at the cooperative, ask 
questions of the board and management 
team, learn the results of director elections, 
and, most importantly, visit with friends 
and neighbors from across our region. 

This year, however, will be differ¬ 
ent. Your board of directors has voted to 
host this year’s annual meeting in August 
instead of March. 

This decision was driven by the need 
to accommodate the thousands of new 
members who joined the cooperative as a 
result of our acquisition of service territory 
from Alliant Energy. 

The most important of these accommo¬ 
dations pertains to our board of directors. 

Our board is currently comprised of 
nine directors who each represent one 
of our nine director districts. Jo-Carroll 
Energy’s bylaws require that each of these 
nine districts include roughly the same 
number of members. 

As you might imagine, tripling in size 
and adding numerous cities and towns to 
our territory has rendered our old district 
boundaries obsolete. 

We are resolving this situation in two 
steps. 

The first step is to temporarily assign 
all new members to a director district to 
ensure that every member has a voice in 
board governance. 

This process should be completed by 
the end of March. 

The second step is to work with a 
special committee comprised of new 
members, longtime members and former 
directors to determine the best long-term 
solution for the composition of our board 
and the boundaries of our director districts. 

This committee will evaluate a wide 
range of options from something as simple 
as redrawing district boundaries to more 
profound changes such as adding districts 
or establishing special director districts for 
certain classes of users. 

Upon reviewing all options, the com¬ 
mittee will make recommendations to the 
board of directors, which is responsible for 
putting a final plan before the membership 
for ratification. 

Democratic member control is the 
heart and soul of a cooperative. Thus, any 
change to our board of directors must be 
the product of carefi.il deliberation, not 
hasty decisions driven by an unreasonable 
deadline. 

By moving our annual meeting to 
August, we will give this committee ample 
time to formulate a plan for the future of 
our cooperative’s most sacred characteris¬ 
tic - democratic member control. 

So as you are watching the NCAA 
tournament this month, we’ll be engaged 
in our own form of March Madness, as we 
temporarily assign all members to districts, 
and work with a committee of your friends 
and neighbors to determine the best long¬ 
term solution for your board of directors. 

I look forward to seeing you in Au¬ 
gust, and until then, we’ll keep the lights 
on for you. 
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Tax Incentives For Home Improvements The Energy Policy Act of 2005 includes provisions for energy efficiency 
tax incentives for existing homes. The average American home loses 

between 10 and 50 percent of its energy through inadequate insulation 
and inefficient lights and appliances. The energy bill offers consumers tax 
credits for making energy efficiency improvements in their homes. The 
incentives for residential energy efficiency include: 

JoCarroll Energy 

793 U.S. Route 20 West 
RO. Box 390 

Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 

V J 

► 10 percent cost-based credit to homeowners for qualified energy 
improvements installed during the taxable year to a limit of $500: 
► $200 for windows 
► $50 for advanced main air circulating fan 
► $ 150 for furnace or hot water boiler 
► $300 for any energy-efficient building property, including qualify¬ 
ing electric heat pump water heaters; electric heat pumps; geother¬ 
mal heat pumps; central air conditioners; and natural base, propane, 
or oil water heaters. 
► Qualified improvements are defined as improvements to the build¬ 
ing envelope that meet the efficiency criteria in prescriptive chapter 
of the International Energy Conservation Code (or a metal roof 
which meets ENERGY STAR requirements). 
► A 30 percent credit not to exceed $2,000 for qualifying residential 
solar photovoltaic property and a 30 percent credit not to exceed 
$2,000 for solar water heating property (not for swimming pools or 
hot tubs) placed into service in 2006 and 2007. 
► Labor costs for the onsite preparation, assembly or original instal¬ 
lation of the property may be included as a qualifying expenditure. 
► Energy efficiency components shall remain in use for at least five 
years. 
► The tax credit goes into effect on January 1, 2006, and expires on 
December 31, 2007. 
For more tips to save money and energy visit www.keepwarm.il- 
linois.gov/Tips.cfm 

January 23, 2007, 
Richard Larimore 

was promoted to Senior 
Vice President of Financial 
Services for Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy, Inc. Please join us in 
congratulating Richard! 

Office hours 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 
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TO THE 

We would like to 
introduce a few 

of Jo-Carroll Energy’s 
newest members! 

Ron & Merilee 
Blake, Barrington, IL 

Heath Jordan, 
Chadwick, IL 

Keith Peterson, 
Milan, IL 

Kere Knautz Kere Knautz has joined Jo-Car- 
roll Energy as a Billing Ser¬ 

vices Representative. She began 
her position on January 5, 2007. 
Kere and her family live in Benton 
Wisconsin. 

Kere was previously employed 
at the Galena Arts and Recreation 
Center in Galena Illinois. 

Kere and her husband, Dan, 
have three children: Alexandria is 
17 years old and a junior at Platte- 
ville High School. She is employed 
at Fried Green Tomatoes. 

Dakota, a 14-year-old fresh¬ 
man at Benton High School, likes 
to play football basketball and 
baseball. 

Colton, who is eight years 
old and a third grader at Benton 
Elementary School, shares the same 
love of sports that his big brother 
has. Colton also enjoys trail rides 
in the summer and any opportunity 
to spend time with his horse. Both 
boys are considering trying bull rid¬ 
ing this summer. 

Kere says, “Weekdays are a 
busy time, making sure our kids get 

January 23, 2007, Kyle 
Buros was promoted to 

Vice President of Engineer¬ 
ing and Operations. Kyle 
assumed all the responsi¬ 
bilities previously held by 
Rick Knipfer who retired 
January 22. Please join us in 
congratulating Kyle! 

their homework done, getting them 
off to school and going to watch 
them play sports. I guess I’m the 
typical Taxi Mom.” 

When Kere has time to relax, 
she wraps herself around a good 
book or will try a new restaurant 
or just stay home with a pizza and 
a movie. She also enjoys camping, 
boating, travel, theater, music and 
the art of walking. 

“I am very excited about my 
employment at Jo-Carroll Energy and 
look forward to serving the mem¬ 
bers. This is definitely a job I can see 
myself retiring from,” she says. 

Reader 
prize 

Each month we 
print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll member 
who is eligible to win 
a monthly $25 reader- 
ship prize. If your 
name is printed in 
this month’s edition, 
and not a part of 
any article, contact 
Jo-Carroll and claim 
your prize no later 
than the 10th of the 
month following 
publication. 
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Resume of Minutes 
JO-CARROLL ENERGY, INC. " Regular Board Meeting • December 19, 2006 

The regular board meeting of Jo- 
Carroll Energy, Inc. was held at 
the Cooperative office at 9:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday, December 19, 2006. 
Board members and others present 
were: Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, 
Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Leon¬ 
ard Ricke, Russ Simpson, Chris St- 
adel, Marcy Stanger, Attorney John 
Cox, recording secretary Dorothy 
Young, President and CEO Michael 
Hastings and staff members Pat 
Keleher, Rick Knipfer, Richard 
Larimore and Karen Hirsch. 
■ The agenda was approved as 
printed. 
■ The consent agenda items were 
approved, including a review of the 
monthly safety meeting minutes. 

Strategic Activity 
■ Policy Committee: Stadel 
presented the monthly board policy 
138 - Arbitration Procedures. After 
short discussion, it was the consen¬ 
sus of the Board to have Attorney 
Cox review this policy and consider 
the policy at the January board 
meeting. A change to Administra¬ 
tive Policy 403 - Billing - was also 
deferred to the January agenda. 

CEO’s Report 
■ Acquisition Update - The CEO 
reported on the acquisition case 

pending at the Illinois Commerce 
Commission. He reported that a 
summary of talking points and a 
rate spread sheet for directors’ use 
was near completion. The CEO 
reported on various agreements 
and their status, as well as filings 
at the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission. He also reported on 
acquisition financing details with 
Cooperative Finance Corporation. 
■ Dairyland Settlement Update 
-All settlement documents have 
been signed and delivered. This 
concludes settlement of all pending 
issues between Dairyland Power 
Cooperative and Jo-Carroll Energy. 
■ Power Supply Update - The 
CEO reported on the Badger Group 
Board meeting, work with power 
marketers, market-priced power op¬ 
tions, generation options, and other 
power supply options for Jo-Carroll 
Energy. 

Board Issues 
■ Budget for 2007 - A motion 
was made and carried to defer 
consideration of the 2007 Jo-Carroll 
Energy budget to the January board 
meeting to allow time for additional 
board review. 
■ Computer Dynamics execu¬ 
tives gave a presentation on the 
geographic areas it is providing wifi 

internet service and the company’s 
plans for the future. 
■ The list of names for the 
Christmas gift certificates was 
reviewed. 
■ The resolution with Coopera¬ 
tive Finance Corporation for the 
acquisition loan agreement was 
approved. onnzjBj\[ JBJ 

Legal Update 
Attorney Cox discussed ne¬ 

gotiations with the Savanna Army 
Depot LRA. The board approved a 
proposed settlement with the LRA. 

Reports 
Attendees at the Badger Group 

board meeting reported on that 
meeting. 

Executive Session 
By consensus, the board went 

into executive session to discuss 
employee compensation issues. By 
consensus, the board came out of 
executive session. A motion was 
made and carried to approve an 
employee compensation matter. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to 
come before the meeting, it was the 
consensus of the Board to adjourn 
the meeting. 

When your 
power is out... 

we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, 

determine if your neighbors have electricity. 
Then call Jo-Carroll Energy Outage and Emer¬ 

gency Report Line. Please have your account num¬ 
ber and location readily available so we may restore 
your service quickly. 

For outages and emergencies call 

800-927-5254 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Ja-CARROLl 
A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative HI-LINES 

A Message to 
Our Members 

Office hours 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

The past couple of months have 
been an exciting time at Jo-Car- 

roll Energy. On February 6th, our 
cooperative completed its previous¬ 
ly announced acquisition of electric 
and natural gas service territory in 
Carroll, Jo Daviess and Whiteside 
Counties from Alliant Energy. 

This acquisition represents the 
best of both worlds for all of our 
members - both new and old. On 
one hand, our larger size will boost 
efficiency, which will help ensure 
long-term rate stability. On the 
other hand, we are still a local com¬ 
pany owned by the people we serve 
and run by a democratically elected 
board of directors. 

For nearly 70 years, Jo-Carroll 
Energy has played an active role 
in the communities we serve, and 
we look forward to continuing that 
tradition to match our growing 
presence across the region. 

Last month, new members 
should have received a welcome 
packet from Jo-Carroll Energy 
giving you all of the important in¬ 
formation you need to familiarize 
yourself with your new energy pro¬ 
vider. 

The entire Jo-Carroll Energy 
team has been working hard to en¬ 
sure a smooth transition for all of 
our members. So far, we’ve hired 12 
employees to help us maintain our 
high standards of customer service. 
We plan to hire three additional 
employees to serve you even better. 

While the announcement of 
the acquisition made headlines, 

our work is far from complete. In 
the coming months, we’ll stay busy 
welcoming our new members and 
tying up all of the loose ends that 
inevitably come with a transaction 
of this size. 

The most important change 
we’ll be making is to our board of 
directors. As you might imagine, 
tripling in size and adding natural 
gas distribution has rendered our 
old director districts obsolete. 

To ensure that Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy has the best system to fairly 
and fully represent the interests of 
all of our members, a special com¬ 
mittee of new members, longtime 
members and former directors will 
be evaluating numerous options for 
the future composition of our board 
of directors. 

Once a recommendation has 
been finalized, the proposal will be 
put before the membership for ap¬ 
proval at our annual meeting this 
summer. 

In the meantime, if you have 
any questions about your service, 
we are here to help. If you call our 
office in Elizabeth during regular 
business hours at 800-858-5522, 
you’ll speak to a real person who 
lives in our area. In addition, our 
Web site, www.jocarroll.com, is 
filled with answers to most common 
questions. 

It’s been great visiting with 
you! As always, we’ll keep the 
lights on for you. 
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Jo-Carroll Energy Receives Vision Award 
Patrick Keleher, Vice President of 

Energy Services for Jo-Carroll En¬ 

ergy (left), accepts the Vision Award 

from Executive Director Dave Keiser 

at the second Annual Meeting of 

the Members of the Carroll County 

Economic Development Corporation. 

Jo-Carroll Energy was given the Vi¬ 

sion Award for their forward thinking 

approach to the acquisition of Alliant 

Energy’s territory and support of the 

CCEDC. 

VISION AWARD 

Jo-Carroll Energy - Alliant Energy Transaction 
WHAT HAPPENED: On February 6, 2007, Jo-Carroll Energy com¬ 

pleted its previously announced purchase of 

electric and natural gas distribution service ter¬ 

ritory from Interstate Power & Light Company, 

an Alliant Energy company (NYSE: ENT) in the 

northwest Illinois counties of Carroll, Jo Daviess 

and Whiteside. Cities and towns affected by the 

transaction are: 

Electric only: 

East Dubuque 

Elizabeth 

Galena 

Menominee 
Schapville 

Woodbine 

Chadwick 

Mt Carroll 

Natural gas only: 

Albany 

Erie 

Fulton 

Both electric 

and natural gas: 
Argo Fay 

Savanna 

Thomson 

WHAT THIS MEANS: 

Jo-Carroll Energy now serves a combined to¬ 

tal of approximately 26,000 electric and natural 

gas accounts, more than tripling the size of the 

cooperative. This enhances Jo-Carroll Energy’s 

efficiency, thus allowing the cooperative to con¬ 

tinue providing its members with safe and reliable 

utility service at the lowest practical cost. 

Effective immediately, all former IP&L cus¬ 

tomers in northwestern Illinois should contact Jo- 

Carroll Energy with questions or concerns about 

any aspect of their electric and/or natural gas 

service. This includes outage reports, billing ques¬ 

tions, new accounts, disconnections and requests 

for service. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

For outages and emergencies, call 800-927- 

5254- For all other inquiries, call 800-858-5522. 
All former IP&LL customers in the acquired 

territory are now members of Jo-Carroll Energy 

and can enjoy all of the benefits of cooperative 

membership, including voting rights and the op¬ 

portunity for patronage capital refunds - at no 

additional cost to them. 

Jo-Carroll Energy has added 12 new employ¬ 

ees across several departments to accommodate 

the cooperative’s increased size. No layoffs will 

result from this transaction. 

All former IP&JL customers in the acquired 

territory will be temporarily assigned to a director 

district by the end of March. This will serve as an 
interim solution until the entire membership has 

a chance to consider long-term options for redis¬ 

tricting to reflect the new composition and size of 

Jo-Carroll Energy. 

Electric rates for the acquired members will 

increase an average of approximately 13 percent, 

as compared to their December 2006 IP&L bill. 

The exact amount of the increase for individual 

accounts varies based on a variety of factors such 

as the amount of electricity used and the class of 

service for the account (e.g. residential, commer¬ 

cial, industrial). This will be the first rate change 

for these consumers since 1984. 

Electric rates for the existing Jo-Carroll En¬ 

ergy service territory already are adjusted on a 

regular basis to reflect cost fluctuations, and thus 

will not be subject to this increase. 

A natural gas rate increase of no more than 

15 percent is forecast for some time in 2007. This 

will be the first rate change for these consumers 

since 1991. 



Electric Cooperative 101 For New Members 
Electric cooperatives are pri- 

vate, independent electric 
utilities, owned by the members 
they serve. Democratically gov¬ 
erned businesses, electric coop¬ 
eratives are organized under the 
Cooperative or Rochdale Prin¬ 
ciples, anchoring them firmly in 
the communities they serve and 
ensuring that they are closely 
regulated by their consumers. 

Cooperation Among Coop¬ 
eratives — Cooperatives serve 
their members most effectively 
and strengthen the cooperative 
movement by working together. 

Concern for Community 
— While focusing on member 
needs, cooperatives work for the 
sustainable development of their 
communities. 

Electric cooperatives began to 
spread across rural America after 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
created the Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) in 1935. 

The Executive Order es¬ 
tablishing the REA and the 
passage of the REA Act a year 
later marked the first steps in 
a public-private partnership 
that has, over the last 70 years, 
bridged the vast expanse of rural 
America to bring electric power 
to businesses and communities 
willing to organize cooperatively 
and accept responsibility for the 
provision of safe, affordable and 
reliable electric power. 

Today more than 900 electric 
cooperatives power Alaskan- 
fishing villages, dairy farms in 
Vermont and the suburbs and 
exurbs in between. They pro¬ 
vide reliable and technologically 
advanced service to 40 million 
Americans while maintaining 
a unique consumer-focused ap¬ 
proach to business. 

Cooperative Principles 
Voluntary and Open Mem¬ 

bership — Cooperatives are 
voluntary organizations, open to 
all persons able to use their ser¬ 
vices and willing to accept the 
responsibilities of membership. 

Democratic Member Control 
— Cooperatives are democratic 
organizations controlled by their 
members, who actively partici¬ 
pate in setting policies and mak¬ 
ing decisions. 

Members’ Economic Participa¬ 
tion — Members contribute 
equitably to, and democratically 
control, the capital of their co¬ 
operative. 

Autonomy and Independence 
— Cooperatives are autono¬ 
mous, self-help organizations 
controlled by their members. 

Education, Training, and Infor¬ 
mation — Cooperatives provide 
education and training for their 
members, elected representa¬ 
tives, managers, and employees 
so they can contribute effective¬ 
ly to the development of their 
cooperatives. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 



Chris Stadel 
Dist.4 - elected 2004 

Hanover 

Joe Mattingley 
Dist.2 - appointed 2007 

Scales Mound 

Tom Lundy 
Dist.6 - elected 1990 

Savanna 

Leonard Ricke 

Vice Chairman 
Dist.l - elected 1978 

East Dubuque 
Director 

Dairyland Power 

Marcia Stanger 
Secretary 

Dist.3 - elected 2005 
Apple River 

Pat Smith 
Dist. 5 - appointed 2007 

Galena 

Russ Simpson 
Chairman 

Dist. 7 - elected 1999 
Mt. Carroll 

John Janssen 
Treasurer 

Dist.9 - elected 1979 
Chadwick 

Vernon Law 
Dist.8 - elected 1970 

Savanna 
Director 

Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives 

ILLINOIS COUNTF www.icl.coop 



YOUR NEIGHBORS 
SERVING AS YOUR 
COOPERATIVE’S 
DIRECTORS 
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“Blinks” Can Signal A Properly Working Electrical System 
We often hear the question from members 

“What causes my lights to blink?” The utility 
network is subject to certain short-term losses of 
power, and your co-op’s employees take all pos¬ 
sible measures to prevent these occurrences and 
minimize the affects to our members. 

Blinking lights are a result of momentary out¬ 
ages that occur when some type of disturbance 
exists on the line. This could be a lightning strike, 
an automobile striking a pole, or when a squirrel 
or tree branch comes into contact with an ener¬ 
gized power line. 

When lights blink, it is an indication that the 
cooperative’s equipment is operating properly. It 
a fault or short circuit happens on a power line, 
a device called an “oil circuit recloser” (OCR) 
opens to stop it, then quickly closes back in. 
Although the process is quick - and usually tem¬ 
porary - it may cause your lights to blink, making 
it necessary to reset digital clocks and appliances 
with digital displays. 

The OCR is essentially a breaker, function¬ 

ing much like a breaker in the electrical panel in 
your home. It permits power to continue flowing 
through the line with only a brief interruption of 
service - rather than causing an extended power 
outage. If the short circuit continues, the OCR 
will operate or ‘trip’ three times before eventu¬ 
ally stopping the flow of electricity and causing a 
power outage. This process protects the lines from 
damage, cutting off power to the affected section 
of the line and isolating the problem until it can 
be repaired. 

Although the weather and nature’s creatures 
are beyond our control, cooperative members can 
lessen the effects and inconvenience of “blinks” 
when they occur. When purchasing small appli¬ 
ances and digital clocks, consider a model with 
battery backup. You may also want to install me¬ 
ter-base surge protection for the major appliances 
in your home and surge protection with built-in 
uninterrupted power supply (UPS) for your com¬ 
puter or other electronic devices whose “memory” 
would be lost with a power interruption. 

Jo-Carroll Energy Line Workers 
Take Electrical Safety Seriously. 

At East Dubuque Middle 
School, Jeremy Werner and 

Jesse Shekleton demonstrate 
the dangers associated with 
Power lines using Jo-Carroll 
Energy’s Hot Line Demo called 
L.L.O.Y.D., which stands for 
LOOK LISTEN AND OBEY 
YOUR DISTANCE 

. . 

f 
,’V ■" 

January 31, approximately 
200 East Dubuque middle 
school students watched a “live 
line” safety demonstration in¬ 
tended to teach children about 
the dangers of human contact 
with power lines. 

The device is named 
L.L.O.Y.D. and stands for 
LOOK LISTEN AND OBEY YOUR DIS¬ 
TANCE. It is an exact replica of an electric 
distribution system and was created by Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy line workers. The demo features arcs, 
bangs, and uses wooden birds, squirrels and rac¬ 
coons to show the dangerous effects of contact 
with power lines. 

Presenters from Jo-Carroll Energy were Jer- 
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emy Werner (lineworker) Jesse Shekleton (line 
superintendent) and Charles DeLoach (Director 
of Communications). Interested in a safety pre¬ 
sentation at your school? Call us at 800-858-5522 
extension 210. 

Jo-Carroll Energy line workers take electrical 
safety seriously. 

6i 



Important Announcement! 
Changes to Jo-Carroll Energy’s Electric Water Heater Program 

Effective April 1, 2007, the cooperative will 
provide Jo-Carroll Energy members a $200 rebate 
on the purchase of new, 80-gallon, electric water 
heaters. All members participating in this new 
program must meet the following requirements. 
Requirements for all Jo-Carroll Energy members: 
► Must have a minimum monthly usage of 200 
kwh on their main service. 
► Must agree to a load control device. 
► Must be on program for a minimum of six 
years to qualify for another rebate. 
► Jo-Carroll Energy will utilize an outside con¬ 
tactor to install and inspect load control devices. 

Program Details for Former IPL service territory 
members: 
► $200 rebate on purchase of new 80-gallon 
electric water heater. 
► If you have a separately metered electric water 
heater, you will pay $0.05 per kwh charge for elec¬ 
trical usage through that meter. 
► If you have a separately metered electric water 
heater, you will pay a $3 per month meter charge. 
► If your electric water heater is on your main 
electrical service, you will receive a $6 per month 
credit. 

► Must have a minimum monthly usage of 200 
kwh on main service. 
► Must agree to a load control device. 
► Must be on program for a minimum of six 
years to qualify for another rebate. 
► Rebate and monthly incentive will not start 
until load control device is installed and con¬ 
firmed operating. 

Program Details for Dairyland Power service terri¬ 
tory members: 
► $200 rebate on purchase of new 80-gallon 
electric water heater. 
► $6 per month credit. 
► Must have a minimum monthly usage of 200 
kwh on their main service. 
► Must agree to a load control device. 
► Must be on program for a minimum of six 
years to qualify for another rebate. 
► Rebate and monthly incentive will not start 
until load control device is installed and con¬ 
firmed operating. 

Please Note - Effective April 1, 2007, Jo-Carroll 
Energy will no longer provide members with $1 
water heaters. 

Becky Brown Billing Services Representative 
Becky Brown recently joined the Jo-Carroll Energy Billing 

Services department. Becky lives in Elizabeth with her 
husband Mark and their two sons, Nate, who is eight, and 
Andrew, who is seven, and step-daughter Tarin, who is 17. 
She also has two grown step-sons, Aaron and Nick, who the 
family spends a great deal of time with. Her husband Mark op¬ 
erates his own construction business. Becky and Mark will be 
married nine years in October 2007. Becky’s hobbies include 
boating, bowling, golfing and spending time with family and 
friends. Becky says, “It’s great to join such a fantastic staff and 
I look forward to serving the members of Jo-Carroll Energy.” 
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Resume of Minutes 
JO-CARROLL ENERGY, INC. • Regular Board Meeting * January 24, 2007 ^ 

The regular board meetin g of 
Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc. was 

held at the Cooperative office 
at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
January 24, 2007. Board mem¬ 
bers and others present were: 
Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, Tom 
Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Leonard 
Ricke, Russ Simpson, Chris St- 
adel, Marcy Stanger, Attorney 
John Cox, recording secretary 
Dorothy Young, President and 
CEO Michael Hastings, and 
staff members - Pat Keleher, 
Kyle Buros Richard Larimore 
and Karen Hirsch. 
■ The agenda was approved as 
modified. 
■ The consent agenda items 
were approved, including a 
review of the monthly safety 
meeting minutes. 

Strategic Activity 
■ Policy Committee: Stadel 
presented the monthly board 
policy 138 - Arbitration Proce¬ 
dures. This policy was reviewed 
and updated by John Cox per 
the board’s direction. Policy 138 
was approved as presented. Ad¬ 
ministrative Policy 403 - Billing 
was reviewed. The amount of 
disputes that the CEO has the 
authority to settle was set at 
$2,500. Two new policies: Policy 
132 - Municipal Franchise Fees 
&. Other Charges and Policy 
136 - Member Rates were 
reviewed and approved as pre¬ 
sented. 

CEO’s Report 
■ Staff Promotions - Rick 
Knipfer has retired. Kyle Eu¬ 
ros has been promoted to Vice 

President of Engineering & Op¬ 
erations and Richard Larimore 
has been promoted to Sr. Vice 
President of Financial Services. 
■ Acquisition Update - The 
CEO reported that almost all 
necessary acquisition-related 
agreements have been executed. 
Alliant Energy is still working 
on its updated acquisition-relat¬ 
ed closing documents. Present 
plans are to work on the closing 
on Feb. 5-6 the closing sched¬ 
uled for Feb. 6th. 
■ Power Supply Update - The 
co-op’s consultant is working on 
a cost proposal for a power sup¬ 
ply project. John Cox is assisting 
with an option agreement. A 
presentation with the Badger 
Group CEO’s will be scheduled 
in the near future. 
■ IPL Transmission Sale to 
ITC - Alliant Energy (IPL) 
and International Transmission 
Company (ITC) has signed 
agreements for IPL to sell its 
transmission system in Iowa, 
Illinois and Minnesota to ITC. 
■ Labor Matter - A union 
employee matter was discussed. 
The matter has been resolved. 
■ Farmers Mutual - Jo-Car¬ 
roll is continuing with a 10 year 
financial forecast being prepared 
by the Cooperative Finance 
Corporation (CFC). The Co¬ 
op will continue its discussions 
with Farmers Mutual. 

Board Issues 
■ The 2007 Jo-Carroll Energy 
budget was approved. 
■ Attendance at the Dairy- 
land District Meeting to be held 
in February was discussed. 

■ National Rural Telecommu¬ 
nications Cooperative delegate 
and alternate were chosen. 
■ National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association voting 
delegate and alternate were cho¬ 
sen. 
■ National Rural Utilities Co¬ 
operative Finance Corporation 
voting delegate and alternate 
were chosen. 
■ Bill Shay of Howard & 
Howard were retained as legal 
counsel for transmission issues. 
■ The Danisco, Rentech, and 
Metform Memorandums of Un¬ 
derstanding were approved. 
■ A resolution was approved 
giving the CEO authorization 
to execute the Cooperative 
Finance Corporation loan docu¬ 
ments relating to the acquisi¬ 
tion. 
■ A resolution was approved 
to establish a new lending 
amount from Cooperative Fi¬ 
nance Corporation. 

Legal Update 
Attorney Cox discussed 

negotiations with the Savanna 
Army Depot LRA. Attorney 
Cox reported on a stray voltage 
case filed against the Coopera¬ 
tive. 

Reports 
NRECA Course 2600.1 was 

reported on by those that at¬ 
tended. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business 
to come before the meeting, it 
was the consensus of the Board 
to adjourn the meeting. 
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JCD-CARROLI 
A Touchstone Energy Cooperative HI-LINES 

Doing Our 

Part... 

Office hours 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

Like an Olympic sprinter, Jo-Carroll 
Energy crews are out of the blocks 

and moving fast to improve your 
system’s reliability and safety. After 
the acquisition, our op¬ 
erations department swiftly 
rolled into action with the 
important task of clearing 
and inspecting the lines and 
equipment in the newly ac¬ 
quired service territory. This 
clearing involves removing 
trees and other debris that 
could potentially create an 
unsafe and unreliable distri¬ 
bution system. 

The electric energy used 
by our members travels 
across nearly 1,700 miles of high volt¬ 
age power lines in Jo-Daviess, Carroll 
and Whiteside Counties. More than 
1,300 of which are un-insulated over¬ 
head power lines that must be isolated 
from any contact with the ground. If 
the line does contact the ground or 
a tree branch, an over-current (and 
unsafe!) situation occurs and an outage 
can happen. Whatever terminology is 
used, neither our line workers nor our 
membership likes outages and blinks. 

Power lines and trees do not share 
the same space very well! 

Trees are a natural playhouse for 
children who might be looking for 
a good place to explore. We all can 
remember those days. However, trees 
that are too close to power lines are not 
the right place for fun and adventure. 
Please remember, human contact with 
power lines is not a matter of being 

shocked or “zapped” as some may 
call it. No, it is more often a matter of 
serious injury or even death. Downed 
power lines during storms will also 
cause an on-the-ground safety hazard 
for all of us. 

Immediately after the acquisi¬ 
tion, we sent our tree service out to 
the field to improve the situation and 

diminish the likelihood of 
dangerous and inconve¬ 
nient circumstances in the 
“new” Jo-Carroll Energy 
service territory. In addition 
to emergency trimming 
and tree work done by our 
local line crews, we use a 
professional tree contrac¬ 
tor, Elite Tree Service, for 
the majority of our annual 
right-of-way work. Elite 
Tree utilizes specialized 
equipment and trained 

professionals for right-of-way clearing. 
A systematic right-of-way clearing 

program is the best answer - this work 
reduces blinking lights and outages. 
In addition, the clearing will help im¬ 
prove access to the right-of-way. 
If there is damage to wires or poles, 
our crews can then complete repair 
work faster. 

Jo-Carroll Energy has already 
attended to nearly 60 miles of high 
voltage lines near Savanna, Mt Carroll 
and Thomson and we are just getting 
started. This work is a very important 
part of our overall maintenance pro¬ 
gram. Dependable and safe electric ser¬ 
vice is our goal. Trees meeting power 
lines detract from this goal because the 
contact usually causes a power outage 
or an unsafe situation. 

As always, we’ll keep the lights on 
for you. 

Trees that are 

too close to 

power lines 

are not the 

right place 

for fun and 

adventure. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • May 2007 ^ 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 op
en

 m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

• 
Vo

lun
tar

y a
nd

 op
en

 m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

• 
Vo

lu
nt

ar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 op
en

 m
em

be
rs

hi
p 



Visit our 
Web site at 

uuuiu.ioearroii.coni 

Reader 
prize 

Each month we 
print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll member 
who is eligible to win 
a monthly $25 reader' 
ship prize. If your 
name is printed in 
this month’s edition, 
and not a part of 
any article, contact 
Jo'Carroll and claim 
your prize no later 
than the 10th of the 
month following 
publication. 

Resume of Minutes  
Regular Board Meeting • February 28, 2007 

The regular board meeting of Jo- 
Carroll Energy, Inc. was held 

at the Cooperative office at 9:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2007. 
Board members and others present 
were: Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, 
Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Leon¬ 
ard Ricke, Russ Simpson, Chris 
Stadel, Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, 
Attorney John Cox, recording sec¬ 
retary Dorothy Young, President 
and CEO Michael Hastings, and 
staff members Pat Keleher, Kyle 
Buros, Richard Larimore and 
Karen Hirsch. 

■ The agenda was approved as 
modified. 

■ The consent agenda items were 
approved, including a review of the 
monthly safety meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
■ The Chairman thanked the 
Board for its vision to proceed with 
the acquisition of the Alliant En¬ 
ergy service area. He thanked the 
CEO and staff for their hard work 
regarding the acquisition. He re¬ 
ported on the Executive Committee 
meeting, uosuaqdajs *V uaIO 

Strategic Activity 
■ Policy Committee: Stadel pre¬ 
sented the monthly board policy 
139 - Whistle Blower Protection. 
This policy was reviewed and ap¬ 
proved as presented. 

CEO’s Report 
■ Acquisition Update - The 
CEO thanked the staff for its hard 
work. The acquisition transaction 
closed on 02/06/07. There were 
many last minute issues to work 
through. Three billboard signs are 
up - Welcome to the Power of Com¬ 
munity - to welcome the former 
Alliant Energy customers as new 
members of Jo-Carroll Energy. 

■ Power Supply Update -A 
presentation with the Badger Group 
CEO’s is scheduled for 03/09/07. 

■ IPL Transmission Sale to ITC 
- A meeting with the International 
Transmission Company (ITC) and 
Alliant Energy has been set for 
03/05/07. ITC is purchasing the 
remaining transmission assets of 
Alliant Energy. 

■ Safety Accreditation Award 
- Jo-Carroll Energy recently 
achieved safety accreditation. 
Shekleton worked hard on the 
important project. He is the new¬ 
est member of the AIEC Safety 
Committee representing Jo-Carroll 
Energy. Shekleton received a loss¬ 
time accident award from the AIEC 
on behalf of Jo-Carroll Energy. 

■ Environmental Liability In¬ 
surance - The CEO is working on 
obtaining environmental liability 
insurance regarding portions of the 
former Alliant Energy service area. 

■ Economic Development Re¬ 
port - Jo-Carroll received a Vision 
Award from the Carroll County Eco¬ 
nomic Development Corporation. 

■ Wellness Program Applica¬ 
tion -A Jo-Carroll Energy wellness 
program application was approved. 
Jo-Carroll is realizing a small sav¬ 
ings on its insurance costs due to its 
approved wellness program. 

Board Issues 
■ The January financial operating 
report and audited year-end report 
were reviewed. 

■ The distribution of 2006 mar¬ 
gins was discussed. Allocations of 
margins for Dairyland and Coop¬ 
erative Finance Corporation were 
approved. 

■ A voting representative for 
the Illinois Cooperative Workers 
Compensation Group & Rochdale 
Services, Inc. was chosen. These 
organizations assist with providing 
workers compensation insurance 
for Jo-Carroll Energy. 

■ The work orders and special 
equipment from Nov. 2005 through 
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Nov. 2006 were reviewed and ap¬ 
proved by the board. The work 
orders had been reviewed by an 
independent engineering firm. 

■ Banking Resolutions were 
approved to open appropriate ac¬ 
counts with banks in Savanna and 
Galena. 

■ The 2007 Emergency Services 
donation list was reviewed and ap¬ 
proved. These donations are made 
annually to area fire departments 
and ambulance services. 

■ An appraisal was approved for 
property acquired with the acquisi¬ 
tion in Galena. 

■ The Natural Gas Cost of Ser¬ 
vice Study and Rates were present¬ 
ed. After considerable discussion, 
the study and rates were approved, 
effective March 1, 2007. 

■ A revised street light rate poli¬ 
cy was presented and approved. 

■ A policy regarding controllable 
water heater loads was presented 
and approved. 

Legal Update 
Attorney Cox discussed nego¬ 

tiations with the Savanna Army 
Depot ERA. He also reported on a 
stray voltage case filed against the 
Cooperative. 

Reports 
NRECA Courses 2610.1 and 

914T were reported on by those that 
attended. The Sieben brunch was 
reported on by those who attended. 
The Dairyland District meeting was 
reported on by the attendees. 

Other Business 
Policy 101- Communications, 

is to be reviewed by the directors 
for revision prior to the next policy 
committee meeting. A temporary 
Board committee regarding succes¬ 
sion planning was formed. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business 

to come before the meeting, it was 
the consensus of the Board to ad¬ 
journ the meeting at 2:55 p.m. 

Safety Award 

Line superintendent Jesse Shekleton and Board Chairman Russ 
Simpson receive the 2006 Safety Accreditation award. 
This award is granted to cooperatives that pass a scored evalu¬ 

ation of all safety compliance regulations and policies. The award 
is comprised of three years of records and data. This award lends 
support to Jo-Carroll Energy’s commitment to member and em¬ 
ployee safety. 

Our offices 
will be closed 

on Monday, 
May 28 for 

Memorial Day. 
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Natural Gas: The Basics 
What is natural gas? 

Natural gas is an abundant, 
naturally occurring gas. Natural 
gas is found deep beneath the 
earth’s surface, in large pockets 
that are located inside porous 
rock. It is called a fossil fuel 
because scientists believe it to 
have been created by the gradual 
decomposition of ancient organic 
fossil matter, such as plants and 
tiny sea animals. Layers of this 
organic matter built up over time 
until the pressure and heat from 
the earth “cooked” this mixture 
into natural gas. 

The principal chemical ingre¬ 
dient of natural gas is methane. 
Very small amounts of other gases 
also are contained in natural gas, 
including ethane, propane, bu¬ 
tane and pentane. 

What are the properties 
of natural gas? 

Natural gas is odorless and 
colorless and produces very few 

emissions. It is considered the 
cleanest fossil fuel because of its 
clean-burning qualities. 

What are the uses of 
natural gas? 

The natural gas delivery 
system brings natural gas to more 
than 60 million homes and busi¬ 
nesses in all 50 states. Natural 
gas has become the most popular 
energy used for home heating: 
about 58 million American 
homes use natural gas because 
of its comfort, ease of use and 

efficiency. Because of its environ¬ 
mental advantages due to low 
emissions, the use of natural gas 
is also rapidly increasing in elec¬ 
tric power generation and cool¬ 
ing and as a transportation fuel. 

How safe is natural gas? 
According to the U.S. De¬ 

partment of Transportation, the 
natural gas delivery system has 
the best safety record of any en¬ 
ergy delivery system. 

Improvements in technol¬ 
ogy and materials have con¬ 
tributed to a steady decline in 
natural gas pipeline-related 
incidents. In fact, from 1991 to 
2004, the number of incidents 
on natural gas distribution pipe¬ 
lines decreased by more than 
25 percent - yet the amount of 
natural gas traveling through 
the delivery system increased by 
30 percent, and an additional 
650,000 miles of pipeline were 
added to the system. 

East Dubuque Primary Students 
Say Thank You for Safety Demonstration 

-Carroll Energy^ 

l04?iridty-^eleamed 
and 4 mTt around 
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S/e hope Uoya 
their lesson and ac 
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Mary School 
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Jodi Winslow and Heidi Ries 
Join the Billing Services Department 

Jodi Winslow and Heidi Ries 

Jodi Winslow recently 
joined the Jo-Carroll 

Energy Billing Services de¬ 
partment. Jodi is from Scales 
Mound, where she has lived 
all of her life. Jodi is married 
to Dan, who is a foreman at a 
Wisconsin Dairy farm. They 
have two children, Cassidy, 
who is nine, and Jacob, who 
is eight. Both children attend 
Scales Mound School. Cas¬ 
sidy is in 4th grade and has a 
passion for animals; she also 
enjoys basketball and music 
and is a member of 4-H and 
the Dubuque Regional Hu¬ 
mane Society Kids Club. 

Jodi Say’s, “Jacob is your 
typical daredevil boy. He likes 
fishing, riding his bike and 
loves to play video games, 
especially Pokemon. Jacob is 
also a 4-H member.” 

The Winslow family en¬ 
joys spending time together at 
a pond on her grandparent’s 
farm and they help with the 
family vineyard. Dan is a col¬ 
lector of Native American 
artifacts and is quite good at 
it. He has an award winning 
collection of personally found 
artifacts from this area. 

In her spare time, Jodi 
enjoys house and yard projects 
or just watching a good movie. 
Jodi say’s, “I’m a member of 
the Northern Illinois Wine 
Growers Association and a 
volunteer at the Dubuque Re¬ 
gional Humane Society.” 

She says, “I can’t believe 
how much I have learned in 
the short time I have been at 
Jo-Carroll Energy. This is a 
great place and the people here 
are wonderful. I look forward 

to serving the members for 
many years.” 

Heidi Ries joined the co¬ 
operative March 22, as a bill¬ 
ing representative also. Heidi 
has lived in the Elizabeth area 
all of her life. She attended 
high school at River Ridge. 
Most of Heidi’s family lives in 
Elizabeth and Apple River. 

Heidi enjoys traveling, 
shopping and spending time 
with her family. Besides 
her cat, Sam, and her dog, 
Brewzer, she especially en¬ 
joys spending time with her 
nephew, Sam, who is two 
years old. (Was Sam named 
after the cat or vice-versa?) 

Heidi say’s, “It is a very 
busy time for Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy due to the acquisition 
and I am quickly getting to 
know many of the members.” 
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Warn Children to Stay Away From Substations 
Summer is a time for children 

to explore and play, but the 
need to know how and where to 
play safely. Teach your children 
to respect electric substations. 

Your cooperative has posted 
warning signs on all substa¬ 
tion fences for your family’s 
safety. But do your children 
understand these signs and the 
dangers within the high-voltage 
area? 

Warn your children not to 
play near substations, and never 
to climb on or over the sur¬ 
rounding fences, even if their 
favorite football was thrown in¬ 
side it. Leave the ball alone and 
call your local co-op. 

Remember, your coopera¬ 
tive’s linemen have the proper 
gear and are trained to work in 
dangerous high-voltage situa¬ 
tions. 

J J . "V \ m 

s . mSg: . li i 

At your cooperative, we Please warn children about all 
care about your family’s safety. the dangers of electricity. 

“Blinks” Can Signal a Properly Working 
Electrical System 

We often hear the question 
from members “What 

causes my lights to blink?” The 
utility network is subject to cer¬ 
tain short-term losses of power, 
and your co-op’s employees take 
all possible measures to prevent 
these occurrences and minimize 
the affects to our members. 

Blinking lights are a result of 
momentary outages that occur 
when some type of disturbance 
exists on the line. This could be 
a lightning strike, an automobile 
striking a pole, or when a squirrel 
or tree branch comes into contact 
with an energized power line. 

When lights blink, it is an 
indication that the cooperative’s 
equipment is operating properly. 
If a fault or short circuit happens 
on a power line, a device called 

an “oil circuit recloser” (OCR) 
opens to stop it, then quickly 
closes back in. Although the 
process is quick - and usually 
temporary7 - it may cause your 
lights to blink, making it neces¬ 
sary to reset digital clocks and 
appliances with digital displays. 

The OCR is essentially a 
breaker, functioning much like 
a breaker in the electrical panel 
in your home. It permits power 
to continue flowing through the 
line with only a brief interruption 
of service - rather than causing 
an extended power outage. If 
the short circuit continues, the 
OCR will operate or ‘trip’ three 
times before eventually stopping 
the flow of electricity and caus¬ 
ing a power outage. This process 
protects the lines from damage, 

cutting off power to the affected 
section of the line and isolating 
the problem until it can be re¬ 
paired. 

Although the weather and 
nature’s creatures are beyond our 
control, cooperative members 
can lessen the effects and incon¬ 
venience of “blinks” when they 
occur. When purchasing small 
appliances and digital clocks, 
consider a model with battery 
backup. You may also want to in¬ 
stall meter-base surge protection 
for the major appliances in your 
home and surge protection with 
built-in uninterrupted power 
supply (UPS) for your com¬ 
puter or other electronic devices 
whose “memory” would be lost 
with a power interruption. 
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Jo-Carroll Energy Awards Two $500 Scholarships 

The JCE scholarship 
is awarded to an 

outstanding high school 
senior (one in Jo-Da' 
viess and one in Carroll 
county) planning to pur¬ 
sue a post High School 
education. 

The winners have 
demonstrated superior 
scholastic performance, 
school and community 
involvement and knowl¬ 
edge of electric coopera¬ 
tives. Congratulations! 

Laura Kirst of Tri State 
Christian High School in 
Jo Daviess County receives 
a $500 JCE Scholarship. 
Shown with Guidance 
Counselor, Glenn Andes. 

Elliott Mills, of West Carroll 
High School in Carroll 
County, receives a $500 
JCE Scholarship. 

Electric Cooperative 101 for New Members 
About Jo-Carroll Energy 

For nearly 70 years, Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy has been dedicated 
to providing its members in the 
northwestern Illinois with the 
best electric service at the lowest 
practical price. Headquartered in 
Elizabeth, 111., Jo-Carroll Energy is 
a not-for-profit distribution coop¬ 
erative owned and controlled by 
its members. 

All cooperative members 
have equal voting rights. A board 
of nine directors is elected by and 
from the membership. The board 
ensures that the cooperative works 
in the best interest of the members 
and makes major policy decisions 
such as hiring the CEO and set¬ 
ting rates. 

Michael W. Hastings serves as 
President and CEO of Jo-Carroll 
Energy. 

Jo-Carroll Energy is a member 
of the National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association (NRECA), 
the Association Illinois of Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) and Touch¬ 
stone Energy, a national alliance 
of local, consumer-owned electric 
cooperatives. There are more than 
600 Touchstone Energy coopera¬ 

tives in 45 states, serving approx¬ 
imately 22 million customers. 
For more information, visit www. 
jocarroll.com. 

About cooperatives 
Jo-Carroll Energy is an elec¬ 

tric and natural gas distribution 
cooperative. Distribution coopera¬ 
tives are utilities that are owned 
by the members they serve. They 
are not-for-profit, independently 
owned businesses that are based in 
the local community. Cooperative 
profits, or margins, are either re¬ 
invested in the cooperative, saved 
for emergencies such as natural di¬ 
saster recovery, or returned to the 
member-owners as capital credits. 

The goal of a cooperative is to 
provide high-quality service at the 
lowest practical price for its mem¬ 
ber-owners. 

Cooperatives are governed by 
a board of directors elected by and 
from the membership. This board 
hires the manager, develops a stra¬ 
tegic direction and sets business 
policies and procedures. 

For more information on elec¬ 
tric cooperatives across the nation, 
visit www.nreca.org or www.touch- 
stoneenergy.coop. 

About Michael W. Hastings, 
President and CEO 

Michael Hastings joined Jo- 
Carroll Energy as President and 
CEO in May 2005. As President 
and CEO, Hastings reports to the 
board of directors and is respon¬ 
sible for the daily oversight and 
administration of the cooperative. 

Before joining Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy, Hastings served as general 
counsel to the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
in Springfield, 111. During his ten¬ 
ure with AIEC, Hastings assisted 
Jo-Carroll Energy with various 
special projects. He has extensive 
experience representing electric 
co-ops before the Illinois Com¬ 
merce Commission and has man¬ 
aged several multi-million dollar 
self-insurance programs for electric 
and telephone co-ops in Illinois. 

Prior to his work in Illinois, 
Hastings held a similar position 
with Kansas Electric Coopera¬ 
tives, Inc. 

Hastings holds a law degree 
from Washburn University and a 
master’s of business administration 
from the University of Illinois. 
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Don’t Get Relaxed Around Electricity! 
It’s easy to get too relaxed 

around electricity. After all, we 
use it every day and it is gener¬ 
ally harmless. But we need to re¬ 
member the dangers of electricity 
when it is improperly used. May is 
National Electrical Safety Month, 
and this is the perfect opportunity 
to look at your electrical bad hab¬ 
its.See if any of these questions 
pertain to your use of electricity. 

Are you still plugging in that 
frayed and cracked cord on the 
bedroom lamp? You know, the one 
the cat chewed on months ago? 

Check all your electrical cords. 
Replace all frayed cords immedi¬ 
ately; faulty cords can cause an 
electrical fire. More than 800 peo¬ 
ple die in electric fires each year. 

Did you replace that blown light 
bulb in the bedroom with the 
proper wattage bulb? Or did you 
choose the first one you saw in the 
closet? 

Always use the appropriate 
wattage bulb for a fixture. The 
wrong wattage can cause over¬ 
heating and may lead to a fire. 

Have you installed that GFCI in 
the bathroom, kitchen, garage and 
outside outlets yet? 

Don’t let this crucial chore slip 
your mind. A GFCI, or Ground- 
Fault Circuit Interrupter, will turn 
off electricity to an outlet when a 
short to ground is detected. This 
means, if something goes wrong, 
the GFCI can shut off the electric¬ 
ity, and save your life. 

Have you remembered to test your 
GFCIs regularly to be sure they are 
working properly? 

If you have installed your 
GFCI outlets, check them regular¬ 
ly. An easy way to test your outlet 
is by plugging in a nightlight. Press 
the reset button on the GFCI, 
then turn on the nightlight. Press 
the test button. The light should 
shut off. When you press the reset 

button again, the light should 
come hack on. 

Have you checked your outlets to 
be sure they are not warm to the 
touch? 

If an outlet feels unusually 
warm, it could indicate an unsafe 
wiring condition. Unplug all cords 
and contact an electrician. 

Do you leave your curling iron, hair 
dryer or shaver plugged in after 
using it? 

Even appliances that aren’t 
turned on can be hazardous if 
they come in contact with water. 
It’s best to get into the habit of 
unplugging these appliances. 

Have you forgotten to replace that 
broken faceplate on the outlet in the 
living room? 

Any exposed wiring due to a 
broken or missing faceplate is a 
shock hazard. 

Do you tuck your electric blanket in 
to keep it in place? 

When curling up with an 
electric blanket, make sure noth¬ 
ing lays on top of it, and that it is 
not tucked in. When covered, the 
blanket can become overheated 
and cause a fire. 

Did you get your brand new DVD 
player home to discover it wouldn’t 
plug into your outlet? Did you break 
the third prong off the plug to make 
it fit? 

Never remove the third plug, 
the grounding plug, from a cord. 
The plug grounds electricity and 
protects you from shock. Simple 
and cheap adapters are available 
at most stores. 

Did you hide that lamp cord 
underneath the rug beneath the 
couch? Or staple it to the base¬ 
board along the wall? 

Cords placed underneath 
rugs can overheat and cause a 
fire. Nails, staples or furniture can 
damage the cord’s insulation. 

Have you been using that exten¬ 
sion cord on a permanent basis? 

Extension cords are meant to 
be temporary7, they can become a fire 
hazard if used continuously. Also, be 
sure you are using a properly rated 
cord for the wattage you need. 

Did you grab your indoor extension 
cord in a pinch to use outside? 

Use outdoor extension cords 
for outside jobs. A sudden rain 
shower could be disastrous for an 
improper cord. Also consider us¬ 
ing cords with GFCI extensions 
for added protection. 

Have you had your electric wiring 
checked by an electrician? 

More than 50 million homes 
have outdated wiring. Have your 
wiring checked if your home is 
more than 40 years old or you have 
added major appliances to the 
electric load in the last 10 years. 

Have you called your utilities 
about that hole you plan to dig for 
your new fence? 

Hitting a line while digging can 
not only harm you, but can also cut 
off power to your neighborhood. 
Remember to call before you dig. 

Are you getting ready to clean out 
those gutters or trim the trees? 

Dozens of people are killed 
each year from contact with 
overhead power lines. Remember 
to always look up before using a 
ladder or climbing a tree. If wood 
or metal come into contact with a 
power line, it could be disastrous. 
Keep at least 10 feet away from 
power lines. 

Do you know how to find out more 
about electrical safety? 

Call your electric cooperative 
for tips on electrical safety. You 
can also visit the National Electric 
Safety Foundation Web site at 
www.nesf.com or Safe Electricity 
at www.safeelectricity.org. 

Jo'Carroll Energy 
793 US. Route 20 West • 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

RO. Box 390 Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 



Rising 
Energy Costs 
Affect Us All 

Jo-Carroll Energy « Elizabeth, Illinois * 800-858-5522 * www.jocarroll.com 

Jo-CARROLL 
A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative HI-LIN 

PRES PORT 
by Michael Hastings 

For the past couple of years, Jo- 
Carroll Energy has been talking 

about the rising cost of energy. 
We’ve talked about the un¬ 

fair market power wielded by big 
railroads that ship coal to power 
plants. 

We’ve talked about 
unprecedented demand 
for electricity straining 
existing infrastructure. 

We’ve talked about 
volatile fossil fuel mar¬ 
kets. 

We’ve talked about a 
state-imposed freeze that 
kept electricity prices arti¬ 
ficially low since the mid 
1990s. 

But the reality is 
that we all lead busy 
lives. Between shuttling 
kids between school and extracur¬ 
ricular activities, working late to 
finish that project your boss has 
been nagging you about, tending 
to all the chores on the farm, or, 
perhaps, all of the above, there’s 
barely enough time in the day to 
take care of the basics. 

When the average person does 
have a few minutes to catch his or 
her breath, it turns out that they’d 
rather not spend those precious 
moments studying the nuances of 
a global energy markets. 

Shocking, I know! 
So when our new members 

opened their first energy bills in 
March, it’s easy to see why so many 
folks were unpleasantly surprised. 

The good 
news is that 

you have 
control over 

some of 
your energy 

usage. 

An unfortunate combination 
of higher energy costs, higher 
demand driven by bitterly cold 
temperatures, and billing periods 
that were longer than normal led 
to many high bill complaints from 
our members. 

Jo-Carroll Energy 
can’t control the price 
of coal and natural 
gas, nor can we can 
control the weather. 

We can, however, 
control our billing 
procedures, and I sin¬ 
cerely apologize to our 
members for that delay 
and its contribution 
to higher than normal 
bills. 

The problems that 
caused that delay have 

been corrected, and measures have 
been put in place to prevent it 
from happening again. 

If there is a silver lining to 
this situation, it’s that people are 
paying more attention to their en¬ 
ergy usage. Attention often leads 
to awareness. Awareness leads to 
informed decision making. And 
in our business, informed decision 
making can lead to lower bills for 
our members. 

There are many complicated 
factors driving the energy crisis in 
America, and my humble column 
isn’t the appropriate forum to try 
to tackle all of these issues. 

But this column is a great 
place to help our members under- 

Continued on 16b 
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■ Continued from 16a 

stand what they can do about it. 

The good news is that you 

have control over some of your 

energy usage. 

The electricity that powers 

our homes and businesses can be 

thought of much like the food 

that powers our bodies. 

We all need food to survive, 

but we have choices about the 

quantity and types of food we put 

in our bodies. 

Most of us don’t have the 

budget to eat filet mignon and 

lobster every day. We treat our¬ 

selves to a fancy meal every now 

and then, but we make conscious 

choices to control the size of our 

monthly food bills. 

The food bill will never go 

away, but with smart shopping 

habits and some bargain hunting 

we manage to keep the cost low. 

The same is true of electricity 

and natural gas. While not a bio¬ 

logical necessities, I think we can 

all agree that they are practical 
necessities of modern life. 

We can reduce our energy 

consumption by making smart 

choices. 

Little things like turning 

off the light when you leave 

the room, installing a program¬ 

mable thermostat that minimizes 

energy usage when you’re not 

home, making sure your home is 

properly insulated, and replacing 

incandescent light bulbs with 

compact fluorescent bulbs can go 

a long way toward reducing your 

energy bill. 

When it’s time to replace 

appliances, pay attention to those 

big yellow stickers on the front 

of the models in the store. They 

might be ugly, but the savings on 

your energy bill will look mighty 

pretty in the long run. 

You can’t make your electric¬ 

ity bill go away, but smart choices 

can make it smaller. 

Overcoming challenges is 

at the heart of the cooperative 

spirit. Seventy years ago big 

utilities decided to ignore rural 

America, but determined farmers 

and local leaders refused to let 

that decision prevent them from 

enjoying the modern benefits of 

electricity. They joined together 

to overcome a challenge, and 

built a system that has served us 

well. 

Rest assured that everybody 

at Jo-Carroll Energy is dedicated 

to keeping the price of your 

electricity and natural gas as low 

as possible. We are continually 

looking for ways to increase effi¬ 

ciency, control costs, and ensure 

long term rate stability. 

As we work toward those 

larger goals, we’ll always remain 

true to our primary objective to 

keep the lights on for you...just 

be sure to turn off that light 

when you leave the room. 

Important Safety Notice 
Member-Buried Natural Gas Piping 

Afecieral law administered by the U.S. Department of Transportation (Title 49 CFR 192.16) is 

important to members with buried natural gas piping. Member-owned buried piping is typi¬ 

cally not maintained by Jo-Carroll Energy. If you have buried natural gas piping, be advised of the 

following: 

■ Buried piping that is not maintained, may be subject to the potential hazards of corrosion 

and leakage. 

■ Buried piping should be: 

- Periodically inspected for leaks; 

- Periodically inspected for corrosion if the piping is metallic; 

- Repaired or removed from service if any unsafe condition is discovered. 

■ Before excavating near buried piping, the piping should be located and excavating done 

carefully by hand. Underground locating contractors may assist with locating buried piping. 

A plumbing or heating contractor may be able to provide assistance with inspection and 

repair of buried piping. 

In most cases, Jo-Carroll Energy maintains buried gas piping up to the outlet of the gas meter 

on your property. All gas piping beyond this point is the responsibility of the member. 

Some examples of buried gas piping that are not maintained by Jo-Carroll Energy are: 

- Buried piping past the outlet of a meter supplying mobile homes; 

- Buried piping past the outlet of a meter supplying secondary buildings, such as a 

detached garage and workshops; 

- Buried piping past the outlet of a meter supplying additional equipment, such as pool 

heaters, gas grills and yard lamps. 

If you have questions or need more information, call our offices at 800-858-5522 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • March 28, 2007 

The regular board meeting of Jo- 

Carroll Energy, Inc. was held at 

the Cooperative office at 9:30 a.m. 

on Wednesday, March 28, 2007. 

Board members and others present 

were: Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, 

Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Leonard 

Ricke, Russ Simpson, Chris Stadel, 

Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, Attor¬ 

ney John Cox, recording secretary 

Dorothy Young, President and CEO 

Michael Hastings, and staff members 

- Pat Keleher, Kyle Buros, Richard 

Larimore and Karen Hirsch. 

■ The agenda was approved as 

modified. 

■ The consent agenda items were 

approved, including a review of the 

monthly safety meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
■ The Chairman noted that there 

was a safety manual for each director. 

Strategic Activity 
■ Policy Committee: Stadel pre¬ 

sented the monthly board policy 140 

- Praud. This policy was reviewed 

and approved as presented. 

CEO’s Report 
■ Linancial Operating Report 

- Reviewed the highlights of the 
operating report. This included 

changes resulting from the acquisi¬ 

tion of the Alliant Energy assets and 

service area. 

■ Acquisition Update - Hirsch 

gave a billing update on the final 

Alliant billing, the issues with the 

final Alliant Energy estimated meter 

readings, issues with Jo-Carroll’s first 

round of meter reads. Buros gave a 

power point presentation on a num¬ 

ber of issues and projects including 

Dairyland Power, Jo-Carroll employ¬ 

ees, contractors, pole and facility 

inspections, 2007 winter storms, 

mapping, inventory, outposts, 2006 

maintenance, large line construction 

and maintenance projects, scheduled 

substation projects, vehicles, law¬ 

suits, and natural gas. 

■ Power Supply Update -The 

CEO reported on the meeting with 

the Badger Group and Ed Smith, 

the co-ops power supply consultant. 

Smith is to do a follow-up to the 

meeting. 

Board Issues 
■ Roy Riddle, Bennett &c Midden- 

dorf, Ltd., joined the meeting and 

gave the audit report for Jo-Carroll 

Energy. 

Executive Session 
■ The Board went into Executive 

Session to discuss the audit report 

with Mr. Riddle without staff pres¬ 

ent. 

Board Issues 
■ The board approved the 2006 

audit report for Jo-Carroll Energy. 

■ The Jo-Carroll system electric 

transmission map was reviewed. 

■ Meeting dates for the following 

committees were chosen: Annual 

Meeting Planning Committee, Policy 

Committee Meeting and Transporta¬ 

tion Committee Meeting. 

■ Metform’s Memorandum of Un¬ 

derstanding was approved. 

Executive Session 
■ The Board went into executive 

session to discuss pending or threat¬ 

ened litigation with attorney Cox. 

Reports 
■ The NRECA Annual Meeting 

was reported on by those that at¬ 

tended. The Cooperative Strategic 

Thinking course was reported on by 

the attendees. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to 

come before the meeting, it was the 

consensus of the Board to adjourn 

the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 

Visit our 
Web site at 

uiuiui.jocarroll.coni 

Reader 
prize 

Each month we 

print the name of a 

Jo-Carroll member 

who is eligible to win 

a monthly $25 reader- 

ship prize. If your 

name is printed in 

this month’s edition, 

and not a part of 

any article, contact 

Jo-Carroll and claim 

your prize no later 

than the 10th of the 

month following 

publication. 
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Nominating Committee 
One of the most im¬ 

portant principles 
of a cooperative is the 
democratic election 
process that decides 
which of the cooper¬ 
ative’s members will 
serve on the board of 
directors. In prepara¬ 
tion for the up-coming 
board elections, the 
nominating committee 
for Jo-Carroll Energy 
has been established. 

The nominees 
who will appear on the 
ballot are chosen by a 
nominating committee 
of Jo-Carroll Energy 
members. 

This year’s nomi¬ 
nating committee met 
at the cooperative 
headquarters on April 
30, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. 
to submit names. This year, direc¬ 
tors are to be elected in Districts 
1, 2, 4 and 5. 

Members of the 2007 nominating committee include: 

District 1 - (Incumbent: Leonard Ricke) 
Delbert Belken, 400 Apple Street, East Dubuque IL 61025 
Jeff Klein, 8903 Conrad Ave, East Dubuque IL 61025 
Norbert Averkamp, 7802 N Main, East Dubuque IL 61025 

District 2 - (Incumbent: Joe Mattingley) 
Robert Strahlman, 1 Horizon Ln, Galena IL 61036 
Robert Vollkommer, 502 Territory Drive, Galena IL 61036 
Alan Bird, Hillside Ln # 7, Galena IL 61036 

District 4 - (Incumbent: Chris Stadel) 
Dale Harms, 7604 W Blanding Rd, Hanover, IL 61041 
Harvey Kloss, PO Box 452, Elizabeth, IL 61028 
Made Vanosdol, 2764 S Blackjack Rd, Galena IL 61036 

District 5 - (Incumbent: Pat Smith) 
Dolores Nack, 208 Lafayette Street, Galena IL 61036 
Doris Click, 304 Park Ave., Galena IL 61036 
Janet Kieffer, 116 Kelly Lane, Galena IL 61036 

Prior to the annual meeting, 
a special mailing is made to elect 
directors for a three-year term. 
Only the members who receive 

electric service in the district may 
vote for the director from their 
district, based on one vote per 
membership. 

Karl “Slip” Thorsen - Lineworker 
Karl Thorsen joined the Jo-Carroll Energy line de¬ 

partment on... Karl is from Elizabeth, where most 
people know him as “Slip.” He has had that nickname 
since he was a small boy. Karl formerly worked 14 years 
as a Lineworker/Service Rep for Alliant Energy in the 
Elizabeth and Galena service territory. 

Karl is married to Mindy and they have two chil¬ 
dren. Their son, Austin, is 11 and their daughter, Syd¬ 
ney, is seven. Karl likes to fish and hunt in his spare 
time. He said he also likes to cut wood and sneaks out 
sometimes to hunt for morel mushrooms. Please join 
us in welcoming Karl. 

^ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 6 



Results o! Nominating Committee Meeting 

THE RESULTS ARE: 

District 1 - (Incumbent: Leonard Ricke) 
Leonard Ricke, 6100 N Ricke Drive, East 

Dubuque, IL 61025 
Tom Berryman, 463 Peach St., East Dubuque, 

IL 61025 
Martin Werner, 361 Sherwood Ave., East Dubuque, 

IL 61025 

District 2 - (Incumbent: Joe Mattingley) 
Joe Mattingley, 292 West Schapville Rd.,Scales Mound, 

IL 61075 
Duane Olivier, 3 Hearthstone Path, Galena, IL 61036 

District 4 - (Incumbent: Chris Stadel) 
Chris Stadel, 6609 S. Blanding Rd., Hanover, IL 61041 
Jake Bleveans, 8634 Fisher Rd., Hanover, IL 61041 

District 5 - (Incumbent: Pat Smith) 
Pat Smith, 712 Park Ave, Galena, IL 61036 
B’Ann Dittmar, 9405 Domino Ln., Galena, IL 61036 
Jerry Murdock, 1005 Campbell St., Galena, IL 61036 

Please remember, the election for directors from these districts 
will be conducted through the mail. Only members who reside in the 
districts in which elections are being held this year will receive ballots. 
Members in those districts should carefully review the material and 
promptly return their completed ballots to JcvCarroll Energy by 4 p.m. 
Friday, August 17, 2007. 

Note: Candidate profiles will be included in next month’s edition. 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
v.- The power of h'urn&i formec uom >'"• $$$» CO 
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Call 
Before 
You Dig 

} tLLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

ILLINOIS 
ONE-CALL SYSTEM 

As more people spend time working 
on home improvement projects and 

entertaining guests outdoors this summer, 
representatives of the Joint Utility Locat¬ 
ing Information for Excavators (JULIE) 
remind homeowners and professional ex¬ 
cavators about the importance of making 
a free call to the Illinois One-Call System 
at 811 before starting any digging projects, 
regardless of depth. 

“Many people are making plans for 
outdoor parties with tents or beautifica¬ 
tion projects around their homes,” said 
Mark Frost, executive director of JULIE, 
Inc. “If a project involves any type of 
digging, drilling or inserting posts or tent 
stakes into the ground, a call to JULIE 
should be on the priority list.” 

Common examples of projects that 
require a call to JULIE before digging in¬ 
clude putting up a fence or tent; installing 
a swing set, a mailbox post or new water 
feature; building a deck or room addition; 
preparing a new garden area; or adding 
new trees, bushes or shrubs. 

“Illinois law requires all persons dig¬ 
ging to call JULIE at least two working 
days prior to the start of excavation and 
to begin that project within 14 calendar 
days from the call. The 48 hour notice 
does not include Saturdays, Sundays or 
holidays,” Frost continued. “Call center 
operators are available to receive and 
process calls 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week.” 

JULIE (Joint Utility Locating Informa¬ 
tion for Excavators), also known as the “Il¬ 
linois One-Call System,” is a not-for-profit 
corporation that provides professional and 
non-professional (i.e. homeowners) excava¬ 
tors with a toll-free number 811 for the 
free locating and marking of underground 
facilities. JULIE serves as a notification 
service for underground facility owners, 
taking information about planned excava¬ 
tions and distributing this information to 
its membership. It is then the responsibil¬ 
ity of each facility owner to mark the loca¬ 
tion of their underground facilities at the 
excavation site. JULIE neither owns nor 
marks any underground facilities. 



2007 Annual Meeting Date - August 18 
The 68th annual meeting of 

members of Jo'Carroll Energy 
will be held at the West Carroll 
Middle School Gymnasium at 
633, South East Street, just off 
Highway 52/64 in Mt Carroll, 
Carroll County, Illinois, with 
registration beginning at 8 a.m. 
Saturday, August 18, 2007. 

Meet your directors and em¬ 
ployees and hear about exciting 
happenings at your Touchstone 
Energy cooperative! Breakfast 
will be served, prizes awarded 
and games will be provided for 
children. 

Look for the Annual Meeting 
Program in next month’s issue! 

Darrin Rahn is YTW Winner 
Jo-Carroll Energy will sponsor Darrin 

Rahn, a junior at Milledgeville High 
School, on a weeklong, all-expense paid 
trip to Washington, D.C. on June 8-15, 
2007. If he is unable to represent the co¬ 
op on this “Youth to Washington” tour, 
first alternate Cameron Jones of West 
Carroll High School will take his place. 

Rahn was among five finalists in Car- 
roll and Jo Daviess counties who were 
selected by area schools and are sons or 
daughters of Jo-Carroll Energy members. 
Other finalists included Tim Foltz, Alison 
Lang and Luke Harris. 

During the week in the nation’s capi¬ 
tal, Rahn will meet with Senator Dick 
Durbin and other Illinois legislators. 
Congressman Manzullo will meet with 
students for a luncheon on Capitol Hill. 
Students will also see local memorials, 
visit Gettysburg and witness the chang¬ 
ing of the guard at Arlington Cemetery, 
among other activities. 

Jo-Carroll Energy’s Youth to Washington program provides area student leaders with an oppor¬ 
tunity to get an up-close look at government. Jo-Carroll Energy and its sister cooperatives across the 
state have sponsored this program for 47 years. Today, many “alumni” of the program work in state 
or federal government or have gone on to serve as elected officials. One current member of the Il¬ 
linois General Assembly is an “alumni.” 

Director of Communications 
Charles DeLoach, 2007 Youth 
to Washington winner Darrin 
Rahn and Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Coordinator of Youth Programs 
Linda Comstock. 

kv^.innm 
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Remember 
Father’s Day on 

June17. 

Ten Energy Saving Tips 

Setting your thermostat - install a programmable 
thermostat. 

Lower your water heater temperature - Lower the 
temperature to 120 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Washing clothes or dishes - follow the load 
guideline. Never use the dishwasher or washing 
machine unless it has a full load. 

Use power strips - Plug your electronics into power 
strips. When turning off these electronics, power 
down using the power strip to prevent stand-by 
mode from drawing electricity unnecessarily. 

Power down computers and monitors - turn them 
off when you are not using them. 

Drying dishes - air dry rather than using a heated 
drying cycle. 

Washing in cold water - wash clothes in cold 
water. 

Use compact fluorescent lighting - these bulbs 
use up to 75 percent less energy and last up to 10 
times longer. 

! Take showers instead of baths 
- take short showers 
instead of baths. This 
uses considerably 
less hot water. 

© Look for 
appliances 
with the 
“Energy Star” 
label - products 
with the Energy 
Star label meet 
strict efficiency 
guidelines set by the 
U.S. Department of 

Office hours 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 
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A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative HI-LIN 

Face-To- 
Face 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

Jo-Carroll Energy will hold its 
annual meeting of members on 

Saturday, August 18, at the West 
Carroll Middle School Gymnasium. 
This meeting is especially important 
as the directors and the employees 
of your member-owned cooperative 
have the opportunity to meet with 
you face-to-face. 

We encourage you to invest 
the time to learn about your energy 
provider and the benefits of mem¬ 
ber control. Local 
control and self- 
determination are 
two principles that 
have helped a nation 
prosper for 230 years 
and served our co¬ 
operative well since 
1939. 

Our recent ac¬ 
quisition brought 
with it many new 
members and many 
questions about the 
cooperative form of 
business. One par¬ 
ticularly important 
question facing all 
members is the fu¬ 
ture structure and 
composition of our board of direc¬ 
tors. 

Over the past few months, ad¬ 
visory groups comprised of longtime 
members, new members and former 
directors have been working with 
the current board on corporate gov¬ 
ernance and communications issues. 

Another issue we face is the ris¬ 
ing cost for electricity and natural 
gas. As demand continues to in¬ 
crease, so, too, does the cost. 

. ^Generation facilities are strug¬ 
gling to keep up with consumers’ 
escalating demand. Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy wants you to know that we are 
all in this together when it comes 
to finding ways to conserve. We will 
do all that we can, now and into 
the future, to find ways to continue 

providing the most 
reliable energy at the 
lowest possible cost. 

I sincerely hope 
that you and your 
family will join us at 
West Carroll Middle 
School on August 18, 
as we celebrate the 
past and discuss the 
future. If you have 
never been to an an¬ 
nual meeting, this is 
a great time to start. 
Registration starts 
at 8 a.m. and we’ll 
be serving a compli¬ 
mentary breakfast. 
We have plenty of 
activities to keep your 

children happy and occupied. 
Prizes, breakfast and fun for the 

kids! 
I look forward to seeing you Au¬ 

gust 18, and until then, we’ll keep 
the lights on for you. 

We will do all 

that we can, 

now and into the 

future, to find 

ways to continue 
providing the 

most reliable 
energy at the 

lowest possible 

cost. 
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Director Candidate Profiles 
The election for directors from districts 1, 2, 4 and 5 will be conducted through the mail. Only mem¬ 

bers who reside in the districts in which elections are being held this year will receive ballots. Mem¬ 
bers in those districts should carefully review the material and promptly return their completed ballots 
to Jo-Carroll Energy by 4 p.m. Friday, August 17, 2007. 

District 1 (Incumbent) 
Leonard Ricke 
6100 N Ricke Drive, 
East Dubuque, IL 61025 

Leonard 
believes 

his experi¬ 
ence on the 
Jo-Carroll 
Energy Board 
will help 
greatly in 
future deci¬ 
sions by the 
cooperative. Leonard feels that 
the cooperative must help control 
the cost of electricity while still 
providing reliable energy to the 
members. 

Leonard served his country 
in the United States Army and is 
a Veteran of the Korean War. He 
spent 41 years as a building con¬ 
tractor and has constructed many 
homes in the area. He helped with 
extensive remodeling and renova¬ 
tions in downtown Galena. Leon¬ 
ard has been a Jo-Carroll Energy 
member for 50 years. Leonard is 
retired and enjoys gardening, fish¬ 
ing, hunting and working in his 
orchards. Leonard and his wife, 
Shirley, have six children and 13 
grandchildren. 

Leonard is a litetime member 
of the American Legion, a volun¬ 
teer fireman for 21 years, Presi¬ 
dent of the Menominee-Dunleith 
Fire Department Board of Trustees 
for 30 years, and a board member 
for the village of Menominee for 
46 years. Leonard has served as a 
Director on the Jo-Carroll Energy 
board since 1978 as well as the 
Dairyland Power Cooperative 
Board of Directors since 1984. 
Ricke was recently appointed to 
represent Dairyland Power at the 

Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives. 

District 1 
Tom Berryman 
463 Peach St., 
East Dubuque, IL 61025 

Tom and 
his wife, 

Sandra, 
live in East 
Dubuque. 
They have 
five chil¬ 
dren and 10 
grandchil¬ 
dren. Tom 
has a Bachelor of Arts in Sociol¬ 
ogy from the University of the 
State of New York-Albany; a Mas¬ 
ter of Arts in History from Loras 
College-Dubuque; is a graduate 
of Brown Institute of Broadcast- 
ing-Minneapolis; is a Certified Lay 
Minister with Iowa United Meth¬ 
odist Church; and is a Certified 
Consumer Credit Counselor by 
the National Foundation of Credit 
Counseling. 

He has worked since 1965 in 
radio broadcasting as news and 
sports directors. He was Editor 
of East Dubuque Register, 1992- 
1997; City Zoning Administrator 
for East Dubuque, 1994-1995; 
Adjunct Professor in History and 
Communications at Highland CC, 
NICC and Loras College; Man¬ 
ager of Dubuque Office of CCCS 
of Northeast Iowa, 1994-1996; 
and currently, Host/Producer of 
Voices of the Tri-States on KDTH 
in Dubuque. 

Tom has been involved in 
and a member of several clubs and 
organizations, including: President 
of Dubuque Boys Club Boosters 

and Dubuque Evening Optimists; 
member of East Dubuque Board 
of Education 1989-1993; Chair 
for City of Dubuque Transit Board 
1979 and 1980; Jo Daviess County 
Health Board (nine years as Presi¬ 
dent) ; Gramercy Foundation/Park 
Board in East Dubuque (three 
years as President); Incoming 
Adjuntant of Dubuque Post Six of 
the American Legion. 

Tom enjoys reading, writing, 
research, stamps and coins 

His board experience includes 
being Historian of the Dubuque 
American Legion Post. He served 
27 years with the US. Military 
(Reserve), achieving the rank of 
Chief Petty Officer with the Naval 
Reserve and Leading Enlisted 
Advisor and Manager for a num¬ 
ber of units. Tom also spent 4 Vz 
months in Saudi Arabia as Chief 
of a Public Affairs Unit. 

Tom says, “East Dubuque has 
become part of the Jo-Carroll ser¬ 
vice area and I am very interested 
in how people can save energy 
and protect their environment.” 

District 1 
Martin Werner 
361 Sherwood Ave., 
East Dubuque, IL 61025 

Martin 
Werner 

lives in East 
Dubuque 
with his 
wife, Sherrie. 
They have 
been married 
for 35 years. 
Martin has 
lived in this area for more than 
60 years. Martin’s grandfather, 
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John Werner, was the Marshall 
of East Dubuque. Martin and 
Sherrie have two daughters and 
two grandchildren. Martin for¬ 
merly worked for John Deere in 
Dubuque, Iowa for 30 years. He 
also owned and operated a part- 
time auto repair business (Marty’s 
Auto Repair) for 25 years. 

Martin attended St Mary’s 
grade school and graduated from 
East Dubuque High School. He 
served two years in the United 
States Army in the Armored Divi¬ 
sion at Fort Hood, Texas. He also 
worked in a missile unit in Ger¬ 
many. 

Martin works on the East 
Dubuque Zoning Board and is 
a retired member of the East 
Dubuque Volunteer Fire Depart¬ 
ment. 

“I would like to represent 
District 1 with the knowledge that 
I have gained from all the years 
that I have lived in this area,” says 
Martin. “The fact that I am now 
retired gives me plenty of time to 
invest myself in serving the mem¬ 
bers of the cooperative. I feel that 
my experience in many different 
fields should serve me well as a 
director for Jo-Carroll Energy. 

District 2 - (Incumbent) 
Joe Mattingley 
292 West Schapviile Rd., 
Scales Mound, IL 61075 

Joe Mat¬ 
tingley 

is from 
rural Scales 
Mound and 
currently 
resides in 
Guilford 
Township. He 
and his wife, 
Michelle, have a horse farm and 
have been members of the co-op 
since the late 1990s. Currently, 
Joe is the General Manger of The 
Galena Territory Association 
and was a graduate from Scales 

Mound High School. Post gradu¬ 
ation he enlisted in the Navy as a 
Medical Corpsman. Upon com¬ 
pletion of his stint in the Navy, he 
finished his college degree from 
Highland and then Columbia Col¬ 
lege of Freeport. 

Since his appointment to 
the board in May of 2006 he has 
brought ideas to Jo-Carroll Energy 
from his member constituents that 
have led to board and administra¬ 
tive policy advancements. The 
initiatives that have evolved from 
Joe’s input range from energy con¬ 
servation to recycling programs. 
He promotes the idea of coopera¬ 
tive communications and has as¬ 
sisted multiple times with member 
communique, and if re-elected he 
says he will continue to promote 
these efforts within his district as 
well as throughout Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy. 

As the future continues to be 
consumed, Joe has committed to 
be an active board member that 
will look out for what is best for 
the membership as a whole when 
policy decisions are made. If any 
district members have questions 
for Joe he encourages them to 
contact him at 815-777-2000. 

District 2 
Duane W. Olivier 
3 Hearthstone Path, 
Galena, IL 61036 

Duane Ol¬ 
ivier has 

more than 40 
years of expe¬ 
rience in var¬ 
ied aspects of 
local govern¬ 
ment admin¬ 
istration and 
management, 
including financial and personnel 
management, city and regional 
planning, economic development 
and intergovernmental rela¬ 
tions. His academic background 
includes a Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science from Augustana 

College and a Master of Arts in 
Political Science (Public Admin¬ 
istration) from Northern Illinois 
University. 

Before retiring in January 
2004, Duane served as County 
Administrator for Jo Daviess 
County for six years. His prior 
professional career included being 
a consultant to local government 
through his firm, Duane Olivier 
Associates, Inc; City Administra¬ 
tor for the City of Moline; Assis¬ 
tant City Manager and Assistant 
to the City Manager/Develop- 
ment for the City of Lake Forest; 
and Senior Planner - City-County 
Planning Commission in Rock¬ 
ford. 

Additionally, under manage¬ 
ment service contracts with his 
firm, Duane served as part-time 
Village Administrator for the Vil¬ 
lage of Coal Valley and Executive 
Director for Quad Cities Regional 
Economic Development Author- 
ity. 

Duane and wife, Marge, have 
lived in The Galena Territory 
since 1994- They have two daugh¬ 
ters and six grandchildren. 

Mr. Olivier is currently a 
member of The Galena Territory 
Association’s Lt)ng-Range Plan¬ 
ning Committee, Civic Affairs 
Committee and a former member 
of the Budget and Audit Commit¬ 
tee. He and his wife are members 
of St. Mathews Lutheran Church 
in Galena. 

Duane enjoys walking, golf, 
reading, gardening, traveling and 
visiting with his grandchildren. 

He says, “I am running for the 
Jo-Carroll Energy Board of Direc¬ 
tors because I believe that with 
my extensive professional experi¬ 
ence in organizational manage¬ 
ment, finance and planning, I can 
make a positive contribution to 
the operation of Jo-Carroll Energy 
as it grows and expands into the 
future.” 
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District 4 (Incumbent) 
Chris Stadel 
6609 S. Blanding Rd., 
Hanover, IL 61041 

Chris has 
been a 

member of 
the Jo-Car- 
roll Energy 
Board of Di¬ 
rectors since 
2004 and a 
member of 
the co-op 
since August 1991. He is also 
the Alternate Director for the 
Dairyland Power Board. Chris has 
seven daughters and one son. He 
graduated from Scales Mound 
High School in 1983 and cur¬ 
rently owns a small excavation 
business known as Brush Hog 
Mowing. 

His primary hobbies are hunt¬ 
ing and fishing and various other 
outdoor activities. He is running 
for the Jo-Carroll Energy board 
because he wants to help ensure 
the lowest rates possible for our 
members. He also would like to 
make sure that members have a 
voice representing them. 

Chris states, “Due to the ris¬ 
ing cost of energy, I want to do all 
that I can in helping members to 
find ways to reduce energy cost as 
well as providing reliable service 
at the lowest possible cost.” 

District 4 
Jake Bleveans 
8634 Fisher Rd., 
Hanover, IL 61041 

Jake lives 
in Ha¬ 

nover with 
his wife, Lu- 
anna. They 
have been 
married for 
45 years and 
have been 
members of 
Jo-Carroll Energy for 15 years. 
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They have two married children 
and five grandchildren. 

Jake has a law degree from 
the University of Texas and a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
Trinity University. He also served 
on active duty in the U.S. Army. 
His other work experience in¬ 
cludes: US Department of Justice; 
Lawyers’ Committee; Law firm of 
Mayer, Brown and Platt; Senior 
Vice President for Continental 
Bank; Arthur Andersen and Co.; 
Charter and School Bus Driver 
- Tri-State Travel; and School 
Bus Driver - River Ridge School 
District. 

Jake has been actively in¬ 
volved in several community 
clubs and organizations, including 
Emergency Medical Technician 
and Driver for the Hanover Am¬ 
bulance, National Ski Patrol at 
Chestnut Mountain, Treasurer for 
the Jo Daviess County7 League of 
Women Voters and Retired Cap¬ 
tain in the U.S. Navy Reserve. 

Jake’s board experience 
includes: Treasurer, Hanover 
Ambulance; Treasurer, League 
of Women Voters; member of 
the City Council for Evanston, 
111. and Chairman of the Evan¬ 
ston Zoning Board of Appeals 
and Council Committees. 

In his spare time, Jake enjoys 
time with his family as well as mo¬ 
torcycles. 

“The increasing cost of en¬ 
ergy has a huge financial impact. I 
will do everything I can to reduce 
that impact by helping Jo-Car- 
roll Energy provide safe, reliable 
electric power and natural gas at 
the lowest possible cost. I want to 
make sure that Jo-Carroll Energy 
remains a leader in educating our 
members on the benefits of energy 
conservation,” Jake says. 

District 5 (Incumbent) 
Pat Smith 
712 Park Ave., 
Galena, IL 61036 

Pat Smith, 
the new¬ 

est current 
member of 
the board, 
was appoint¬ 
ed to fill a 
vacancy cre¬ 
ated by the 
recent acqui¬ 
sition. She has already completed 
two of the five required courses 
for her Credentialed Cooperative 
Director Certificate. 

Pat and her husband, Ron, 
are lifelong residents of Galena. 
They have been married for more 
than 45 years and have three chil¬ 
dren and eight grandchildren. 

They say they are grateful to 
have been able to stay in Galena 
and raise their children in such a 
wonderful community. 

For more than 40 years they 
owned and lived in the Strohm- 
eyer Shoe Factory apartments. 
Through the years they renovated 
the building, doing much of the 
work themselves. Three years ago, 
they purchased and renovated an¬ 
other house on Park Ave., where 
they currently reside. Pat retired 
from the Galena School District 
after 23 years, serving six years a 
primary school aide and 17 years 
as library aide for the high school. 

She has been involved in 
several organizations in her com¬ 
munity. She was an organist at 
St. Michael’s Church for many 
years. She is a member of the 
Board of Directors of The Galena 
Foundation and has served as its 
Secretary for the past six years. 
Pat has volunteered at the Galena 
Country Fair for more than 25 
years. She has been the parish 
representative for St. Michael’s 
for the fair and is currently Ven¬ 
dor Chairperson. 

Pat agreed to serve on the Jo- 
Carroll Energy Board because she 
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feels it is an opportunity to repre¬ 
sent her community in an orga¬ 
nization that provides members 
with one of its most vital services. 
She wants members to learn and 
understand how to promote and 
practice energy conservation. She 
says this is an important issue in 
today’s world and will continue 
to be a concern for generations to 
come. 

District 5 
B’Ann Dittmar 
9405 Domino Ln., 
Galena, IL 61036 

B’Ann Dit- 
tmar and 

her husband, 
Dan, live 
in Galena 
with their 
son, Chase, 
and daugh¬ 
ter, Brook. 
B’Ann and 
Dan have been residents of Jo 
Daviess County all their lives. 

She has a Master of Busi¬ 
ness Administration degree from 
the University of Dubuque, a 
Bachelor of Science degree from 
Rockford College and an Associ¬ 
ate of Science degree in Business 
Administration from Highland 
Community College. 

B’Ann has been with U.S. 
Bank for 13 years. She has served 
as Market President for the two 
U.S. Banks in Galena for the past 
five years. 

She is a member of the 
Galena Rotary Club, League of 
Women Voters, Women’s Leader¬ 
ship Network and Galena United 
Methodist Church. She is Chair¬ 
person for the Galena Parade of 
Homes and Fundraising Chair for 
Tyler’s Justice Center. 

Her board experience in¬ 
cludes: President of the Galena 
Chamber of Commerce 2003- 
2005, Board Chair for U.S. Bank 
- Galena, Co-President for 
Professional Women’s Initiative 

of Galena, Secretary of Galena 
Rotary 2003-2005 and Former VP 
for the League of Women Voters. 

During her free time, B’Ann 
enjoys boating, walking, playing 
volleyball and spending time with 
her family. 

B’Ann says, “I have the expe¬ 
rience of utilizing change manage¬ 
ment skills while leading a team 
through four bank mergers and 
acquisitions. This provides valu¬ 
able experience as Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy expands with the acquisition 
of Alliant Energy’s service territo¬ 
ry in our area. I can also lend my 
skills in finance, organizational 
development, management and 
board leadership to provide input 
at the board level. As a Jo-Carroll 
Energy board member, I would 
listen to the members of my 
district and share concerns and 
suggestions to be addressed by the 
board. 

District 5 
Jerry Murdock 
1005 Campbell St., 
Galena, IL 61036 

Jerry Mur¬ 
dock and 

his wife, Kris, 
are residents 
of Galena, 
where they 
have lived 
for 34 years. 
Jerry has 
worked for 
46 years in the banking business 
and was President of the Galena 
State Bank and Trust Co. for 33 
years and of Anderson State Bank 
in Oneida Illinois for 13 years. 

He attended AIC College in 
Davenport, Iowa in 1960 where 
he received a Jr. Accounting 
degree. He continued his educa¬ 
tion with the Graduate School of 
Banking in Madison, Wis. and the 
Graduate School of Illinois Bank¬ 
ing in Carbondale, 111. 
Jerry is currently the Chairman of 
the Galena State Bank and Trust 

company in Galena. 
Jerry is a Director for and on 

the finance committee of the Jo 
Daviess Workshop; an Alderman 
for the City of Galena; a Direc¬ 
tor and Treasurer for the 100 
Club in Jo Daviess county; on the 
advisory board for the Tri State 
Christian School; and Director 
Emeritus for Galena Jo Daviess 
Historical Society, Dubuque Bank 
and Trust and the Community 
Development Fund of Galena. 
Jerry has also served in numerous 
community organizations. 

Jerry’s board experience 
includes: current Chairman for 
the Galena State Bank, former 
Director for the Dubuque Bank 
and Trust, Galena Stauss Hospital 
Board, Galena Chamber of Com¬ 
merce Board, Community Devel¬ 
opment Fund of Galena, Galena 
Chamber Ensemble, Galena 
Historical Society, Galena Library 
Board and the Illinois Bankers 
Association. 

Jerry enjoys spending time 
with his family. He and his wife 
have two sons and three grand¬ 
children. He is an avid angler and 
likes to golf. 

Jerry says, “I feel that with my 
many years of serving in this com¬ 
munity and the years of helping 
clients I could also help the Board 
of Directors for Jo-Carroll Energy 
to provide the best service to the 
members at the lowest possible 

. » cost. 

Office hours 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 
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2007 Annual Meeting Program 
The 68th annual meeting of JoCarroll Energy members is coming soon so please mark your calendars. 

This year’s meeting will be held at the West Carroll Middle School Gymnasium at 633, South East 
Street, just off Highway 52/64 in Mt Carroll, Carroll County, Illinois, with registration beginning at 8 
a.m. Saturday, August 18, 2007. 

There will be attendance prizes awarded for adults and children, breakfast and childcare service. 
Meet your directors and employees and hear about exciting happenings at your Touchstone Energy 
cooperative! Please remember that this is your annual meeting and we sincerely want to meet with you 
and your family to hear what you have to say about your electric cooperative. 

8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m 
Registration, breakfast by Sullivan Foods, & Meet Your Directors 
Special presentations & video 

9:00 a.m. Business session 
(National Anthem, Rachel Douvikas) 
Call to order Russ Simpson, Chairman 
Invocation Pastor Rick Zickefoose, Mt Carroll Church of God 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag Richard Siedenburg 
Welcome Mt Carroll Mayor, Carl Bates 
Introduction of Jo-Carroll Directors and Former Directors Russ Simpson 
Introduction of Special Guests and Employees Michael Hastings 
Reading of Notice of Meeting Marcia Stanger, Secretary 
Approval of Minutes of Last Meeting Russ Simpson 
Report of Director Election Credentials and Election Committee 
Treasurer Report John Janssen 
AIEC Presentation John Freitag 
Chairman Presentation Russ Simpson 
President/CEO Presentation Michael Hastings 
Acceptance of President/CEO and Treasurer Reports Russ Simpson 
Question & Answer Michael Hastings 

Unfinished Business 

New Business 

Adjourn Business Meeting  

Awarding of Attendance Prizes Kere Knautz & Becky Brown 
Twenty $20 bills 
Grand Prizes - Five $200 credits on an energy hill 

Drawing for Children’s Prizes 
Ages 5 & under - one bike 
Ages 6-9 - one hike 
Ages 10'17 ' one iPod. 

Must be present to enter and win. 

Children’s Entertainment - Beanbag game for prizes, additional games in babysitting 
room. 

Members must be present to enter and be eligible for all prize drawings and you must be an 
active member ot Jo-Carroll Energy. 
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Board of Directors Voting Process 
Ballots for the Jo-Carroll board of director’s election will be sent out 

soon. By returning your ballot you are participating in the democrat¬ 
ic process of election. Each vote counts, so please remember to return 
your ballot immediately. 

There are a few important procedures to remember when completing 
your ballot: 

■ The ballot must be filled out by the person whom the 
membership is listed under. 

■ The return envelope must be signed or the ballot is invalid. 
■ All ballots must be received by 4 p.m. Friday, August 17. 

Strict anonymity is enforced when tallying the ballots. By signing 
the return envelope, your ballot is in no way associated with your ac¬ 
count. Thank you for your participation and we hope to see you at the 
annual meeting on August 18. 

Find board 
minutes at 

www.jocarroll.com 
or stop by our office 

for a copy. 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

i Return Envelope i 
I hereby certify that I personally marked the enclosed ballot. 

Voter Sign Here 

() Individual Member or Joint Member. 

() Guardian or Legal Representative of: 
() Chairman of: 
() Designated Voting Representative of: 

(Name of organization, ward or person represented) 

Certification 

Must be signed by voter for the ballot to be counted 

L J 

Our office will be closed Wednesday, July 4 in 
observance of Independence Day. 

      -  

Reader 
prize 

Each month we 
print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll member 
who is eligible to win 
a monthly $25 reader- 
ship prize. If your 
name is printed in 
this month’s edition, 
and not a part of 
any article, contact 
Jo-Carroll and claim 
your prize no later 
than the 10th of the 
month following 
publication. 
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Making Connections at Scales 
Mound High School 

Jo ^Carroll Energy 
793 US. Route 20 West • EO. Box 390 • Elizabeth, Illinois 61028^0390 

On May 7, Charles DeLoach was invited to visit 
the Scales Mound High School science class to 

observe the use of the educational devices purchased 
with Touchstone Energy Classroom Empowerment 
Grant money. The basic electricity kits are being 
used and the students can easily set-up circuit experi¬ 
ments and test for resistance, amps and volts with 
a Multi-Meter. The kits are easy to use and seem to 
be a big hit with science teacher Keith Hesslebacher 
and his students. 

—I— 1 T-> ® 

louchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 



What Makes 
Us Different? 

Jo-Carroll Energy • Elizabeth, Illinois • 800-858-5522 • www.jocarroll.com 

•Jo-CARROLL 
A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative HI-L.IN 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

Let’s face it, cooperatives are dif¬ 
ferent. While co-ops of all sizes 

play a vital role in everyday life, their 
unique values and business philoso¬ 
phy often go unnoticed. One of the 
principles that guides Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy is to educate, train and inform 
our members of the cooperative way 
of doing business so that members 
can contribute to our development. 
One of the primary ways 
that your co-op is different 
is this: Jo-Carroll Energy 
is a not-for-profit business 
and exists solely to serve 
consumers with reliable, 
affordable energy - not to 
earn a profit. 

The cooperative dif¬ 
ference includes having 
member-elected direc¬ 
tors who are members 
themselves and serve as 
the trustees of all the 
members’ business. As a 
not-for-profit company, 
member-owners have a 
real say in the way Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy functions. Each year, an 
election is held to decide who will 
serve as directors for three of the 
nine board districts. These member- 
elected directors are members them¬ 
selves and serve the member/owners 
in their respective districts. 

Another difference is Jo-Carroll 
Energy’s commitment to provide 
highly reliable electric and natural 
gas service to you. This means invest¬ 
ing in the latest technology to ensure 
reliability and provide you with the 
highest level of customer service. 

Another important distinction is 

"Employees 

and directors 

live where 

they serve. 

We are your 

friends and 

neighbors . . . 

your co-op’s capital credits system. 
Any additional funds left over after 
all operational expenses are covered 
are allocated back to the members 
based on patronage. After a period 
of time, these capital credits are re¬ 
turned to you. 

Employees and directors live 
where they serve. We are your 
friends and neighbors and like you, 

have a high degree of 
care and concern for 
our local communities. 
Supporting education, 
health care, economic 
development and other 
areas that contribute 
to quality of life is an 
important mission of 
Jo-Carroll Energy. 

Reaching consum¬ 
ers of various ages and 
backgrounds to educate, 
inform and train is a 
challenge in today’s en¬ 
vironment of informa¬ 
tion overload. Reaching 
younger members is 

an even greater challenge. Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy employees are reaching 
younger consumers through pro¬ 
grams such as school safety demon¬ 
strations, career days, scholarships, 
4-H events and other community 
events. We provide area students the 
opportunity to travel to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., where they learn about 
how government works and about 
the cooperative form of business. 

The Illinois Country Living maga¬ 
zine is a primary way we reach our 
consumers. Our research shows 

■ Continued on page 16b 
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Office hours 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

■ Continued from page 16a 
most of you read the magazine. At 
our Web site, www.jocarroll.com, we 
offer the ability to sign up for servic¬ 
es, read important announcements, 
calculate and save energy, efficiently 
pay your bills and more. 

Each year Jo-Carroll Energy holds 
an annual meeting where members 
can meet the employees and direc¬ 
tors of the cooperative, hear about 
important happenings, and attend 
the member business meeting. 

Some people ask why we make 
such efforts to communicate with 
consumers when we “don’t have 
to.” Instead of answering to stock¬ 
holders, we are accountable to our 

“stakeholders.” These are our mem¬ 
bers: the individuals, businesses and 
industries living in the communities 
served by Jo-Carroll Energy. 

While Touchstone Energy’s re¬ 
search reveals that consumer satisfac¬ 
tion scores for electric cooperatives 
exceed utility industry averages, co¬ 
operatives understand their respon¬ 
sibility to continue communicating 
with our members. That’s why you’ll 
continue to hear from us in this 
publication, on our Web site, at a 
meeting in your town and through 
many other programs in order to 
reach you. It’s part of what makes us 
different! 

Jo-Carroll Energy Launches CFL Recycling Program 
Free service allows area residents to properly dispose ot the energy-efficient light hulbs Residents across northwestern Illi¬ 

nois have a new option for prop¬ 
erly disposing of compact fluorescent 
lamps (CFLs) thanks to a recycling 
program sponsored and managed by 
Jo-Carroll Energy. The free service 
allows citizens to drop off their used 
CFLs at several businesses and other 
locations across the cooperative’s 
service territory in Jo Daviess, Car- 
roll and Whiteside Counties. 

“CFLs are a great way to reduce 
electricity consumption, which, in 
turn, reduces the amount of pol¬ 
lution emitted by power plants,” 
said Jo-Carroll Energy Director of 
Communications Charlie DeLoach. 
“However, CFLs do contain a very 
small amount of mercury, and it is 
important that any product contain¬ 
ing mercury be disposed of properly. 
Jo-Carroll Energy has been a pioneer 
in promoting the use of these envi¬ 
ronmentally friendly bulbs, so it just 
made sense that we should also be a 
pioneer in promoting their safe dis¬ 
posal.” 

To take advantage of the program, 
individuals simply bring their used 
CFLs to one of the participating lo¬ 
cations and place them in the special 
collection container. Once the con¬ 
tainer is full, it will be shipped to a 

recycling facility where the CFLs can 
be properly processed. 

Participating locations include: 
^ Jo-Carroll Energy Headquarters, 

793 US Route 20 West, Elizabeth 
\ Jo-Carroll Energy Savanna Office, 

103 Chicago Ave, Savanna 
\ Gasser True Value Hardware, 

11359 Industrial Park, Galena 
^ Galena Territory Association, 

2000 Territory Drive. 
^ Apple Canyon Lake, Property 

Owners Association, 14A157 Can¬ 
yon Club Drive, Apple River 

\ True Value Home and Building 
Center, 115 Main Street, Savanna 

^ Brinkman Building Center, 915 
2nd Street, Fulton 

CFLs use less energy and last sig¬ 
nificantly longer than regular light 
bulbs. Compared to a traditional 
incandescent light bulb, a CFL can 
save the consumer approximately 
$30 in electricity costs over the life 
of the bulb. 

Members with questions about the 
CFL recycling program or any other 
aspect of their service are encour¬ 
aged to contact Jo-Carroll Energy at 
800-858-5522, or visit the coopera¬ 
tive’s Web site at www.jocarroll.com. 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • May 22, 2007 

The regular board meeting of Jo-Carroll Energy, 

Inc. was held at the Cooperative office at 9:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, May 22, 2007. Board members 

and others present were: Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, 

Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Leonard Ricke, Russ 

Simpson, Chris Stadel, Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, 

Attorney John Cox, recording secretary Dorothy 

Young, President and CEO Michael Hastings, and 

staff members Pat Keleher, Kyle Buros, Richard 

Larimore and Karen Hirsch. 

■ The agenda was approved as modified. 

■ The consent agenda items were approved, includ¬ 

ing a review of the monthly safety meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
■ The Chairman discussed a news article on the 

cost of different ways of generating electricity, a 

McKinsey article discussing a study of greenhouse 

gas, a board candidate change in District 1, the 
employee appreciation breakfast, and Motorola sus¬ 

pending its project development regarding broad¬ 

band over power lines. The Chairman reported 

on the Executive Committee meeting that had 

reviewed the ideas and suggestions from the three 
member groups. The Committee also discussed a 

senior staffing issue. 

Strategic Activity 
■ Policy Committee: Stadel presented the monthly 

board policy 101.1 - Jo-Carroll Pormer Director 

Advisory Group. This policy was reviewed and ap¬ 

proved as presented. 

CEO’s Report 
■ Meetings - The CEO reported on the meetings 
he attended over the past month. 

■ Financial Operating Report - The CEO reviewed 

the highlights of the monthly financial operating 
report for April. He noted certain aspects regarding 

the natural gas financials. 

■ Acquisition Update - The CEO reported on a 

number of items yet to be completed pursuant to 

the post closing agreement between Jo-Carroll and 

Alliant Energy. 

■ Power Supply Update -The CEO reported on 

the recent Dairyland Strategic Planning Action 

Committee (SPAC) meeting and Dairyland’s plans 

for future generation projects. 

■ Property Acquisition Update - The CEO updated 

the board on a parcel of real estate being consid¬ 

ered for purchase by the co-op. 

■ Property Sale Update - The Galena outpost 

property (formerly used by Alliant Energy) has been 

listed for sale 

■ Natural Gas Study - The Board approved a natu¬ 

ral gas study proposed by the CEO. 

■ JCWiFi Update - The Board ratified staff activi¬ 

ties concerning the co-op’s agreements and work 

with the JCWiFi internet business. 

Board Issues 
■ The retention of two engineering firms was ap¬ 

proved by the board regarding electric and natural 

gas engineering projects in the co-op’s service area. 

■ A report of the annual meeting planning com¬ 

mittee was presented and approved. 

■ A resolution for authorizing the amendment and 

restatement of the co-op’s retirement plans for em¬ 

ployees was presented and approved. 

■ A donation to the NRECA International Foun¬ 

dation was approved. This Foundation helps new 

electric co-ops in developing countries with their 

electric facilities by sending volunteer linemen from 

the United States co-ops to train co-op linemen in 

those countries and by providing used electrical 

equipment that is obsolete for further use in the 

United States. 

■ Attendance at the September 2007 NRECA Re¬ 
gion V was discussed. 

■ Participants in two ACRE legislative events were 

discussed. 

■ Bylaw revisions were reviewed and approved to be 

presented to the membership at the 2007 Annual 
Meeting. 

■ Advisory group suggestions were reviewed and ap¬ 

proved as presented by the Executive Committee. 

Legal Update 
The board went into executive session by consen¬ 

sus to discuss the CEO’s performance review and 

pending legal issues. Upon coming out of executive 

session by consensus, the board took the following 

action: 

■ Approved the employment agreement between 

the co-op and the CEO; 

■ Approved a senior staff issue as presented by the 

CEO concerning an expanded role for attorney 

Cox. 

Reports 
Participants in the NRECA Legislative Confer¬ 

ence reported on that event. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the 

meeting, it was the consensus of the Board to 

adjourn the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
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Celebrates 40 Years! Lineworker Bill Allen 
On July 3, 2007, Jo-Carroll Energy employees 

celebrated Bill (Hammer) Allen’s 40 

year anniversary with the coopera- 

tive. Bill has been serving coop- 

erative members since 1967 

Please join us in congratu¬ 

lating Bill! 

Include Home Energy Savings 
in Summer Vacation Plans 
For consumers going on vacation this summer, 

the nation’s electric utilities advise them to 

make sure their home’s energy use takes a vacation 

as well. Simple tips can save consumers money 

while they are away. 

Air Conditioning 
Set the thermostat to 85 de¬ 

grees. If it is a programmable 

thermostat, use the “hold” or 

the “vacation” setting to keep 

it at that temperature. 

Electronics 

Computers, CD/DVD play¬ 

ers, TVs, and VCRs - these 

and other electronic appli¬ 

ances use electricity, even 

when they are not turned on. 

Unplug them before leaving. 

Lighting 
Consumers can improve 

their energy savings, and 

their home’s security, by us¬ 

ing timers to operate lights 

each night. And by install¬ 

ing compact fluorescent bulbs, or CFLs, in those 

lamps, consumers will be saving more energy, up to 

66 percent less in each lamp, and the bulb will last 

approximately 10 times longer than a regular incan¬ 

descent bulb. 

Water Heating 
Turn the water heater’s temperature down to the 

lowest setting. Many water heaters have a “vaca¬ 

tion” setting for this purpose. Leave a reminder to 

turn it back up upon returning 

home. 

• Waterbed owners should 

unplug the heater, or at least 

lower the temperature 10 de¬ 

grees. 

• Pool owners should 

shorten the operating time for 

the pool filter and automatic 

cleaning sweep (if applicable). 

A pool cover can save energy 

too. According to the U.S. De¬ 

partment of Energy, up to 70 

percent of pool heat loss is by 

evaporation. 3lMn>I 

Refrigerator 
Adjust the refrigerator control 

to a warmer setting. If going 

on an extended trip, consider 

emptying the fridge and turn¬ 

ing it off. Remember to leave 

the door open to prevent mildew. 

For more information on how to use your 

energy more efficiently this summer, and all year 

round, consumers are urged to contact their elec¬ 

tric cooperative. 
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The ABCs of Saving Your Life Reading the names of electrical boxy plugs found at the end of hair 
safety devices is a lot like looking dryers and certain other small ap- 

at an eye chart: GFCI, IDCI, ALCI, pliance cords. They work in slightly 
AFCI, LCDI - the letters kind of different ways, but both safeguard 
run together. you by shutting off power should an 

But don’t worry. There’s nothing appliance be immersed in water, as 
wrong with your eyes, or your glasses. in a sink or bathtub. 
All those letters are just a handy way However, even if it’s protected by 
of shortening the names of various an IDCI or ALCI, don’t assume it’s 
devices that can protect you and your OK to stick your hand in the water 
family from dangerous electrical haz- to retrieve a submerged appliance, 
ards at home. The Leviton Institute Shut the circuit off first, unplug the 
recommends you learn about these de¬ 
vices and install them where needed 
in your home. These devices can save 
your life, or the life of a loved one. 

GFCI 
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupt¬ 

ers prevent shock or electrocution 
by monitoring the current flowing 
through a circuit. If an appliance is 
damaged, current can leak out of 
it (similar to water leaking from a 
broken pipe). Unfortunately, it can 
travel to ground through a person 
holding the appliance in a wet or 
damp area. The GFCI-equipped re¬ 
ceptacle senses the current imbalance 
and immediately shuts off the power 
at the receptacle. 

So effective are GFCIs in prevent¬ 
ing shock that the National Electric 
Code (NEC) has required them in 
new bathrooms since the mid-1970s. 
Since then, the list has grown longer 
to include kitchens, crawl spaces, 
unfinished basements, garages, or 
any place indoors within six feet of 
water. Outdoors, GFCIs are required 
near pools and hot tubs. Remember: 
water and electricity are a dangerous 
combination. 

GFCIs do need to be checked 
monthly or after major electrical 
storms to be sure they still work. It 
only takes a minute, but you need to 
read the manufacturer’s instructions 
on how to check them; there are two 
basic models with small but impor¬ 
tant differences between them. 

IDCI and ALCI 
Immersion Detection Circuit In¬ 

terrupters and Appliance Leakage 
Circuit Interrupters are those large, 

appliance, drain the water, and then 
remove the appliance. 

AFCI 
Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters are 

designed to shut off a circuit when 
they detect an arc. AFCIs responci 
much more quickly than regular 
circuit breakers or fuses and are 
useful for preventing fires caused 
by arcing. Considering that more 
than 40,000 fires claiming over 350 
lives a year are caused by problems 
in home wiring, according to the 
US Consumer Product Safety Com¬ 
mission (CPSC), it’s no mystery why 
AFCIs are required in bedrooms for 
new residential construction. AFCIs 
can be mounted in breaker panels or 
receptacles, or sometimes in the plug 
cap itself. 

LCDI 
Leakage Current Detection Inter¬ 

rupters sense when arcing is immi¬ 
nent in a room air conditioner power 
cord, and automatically shut the unit 
off before a fire can get started. The 
LCDI monitors whether any current 
is leaking from one of the conductors 
onto a wire mesh shield that’s built 
into the cord. LCDIs are required by 
the NEC on new room air condition¬ 
ers, where they are built right into 
the plug cap on the power cord. 

Apart from the names, there’s 
nothing all that difficult to under¬ 
stand about these electrical safety 
devices. Just remember to install 
them where needed, check them 
periodically, and they’ll do the rest, 
protecting your home and loved ones 
from electrical hazards. 

Source: the Leviton Institute 

Reader 
prize 

Each month we 
print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll member 
who is eligible to win 
a monthly $25 reader- 
ship prize. If your 
name is printed in 
this month’s edition, 
and not a part of any 
article, contact Jo-Car- 
roll and claim your 
prize no later than the 
10th of the month 
following publication. 

Office 
Closing 

Our office will 
be closed Mon¬ 
day, September 

3, 2007. for 
Labor Day. 
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Proposed Bylaw Amendments for 
Consideration at 2007 Annual Meeting 

I. Article 11, Section 1(a) 

Article II, entitled MEMBERSHIP at Section 

1(a) thereof shall be amended by removal of the 

language currently set forth therein and substituted 

with the following: 

(a) As required or allowed by law, using, receiving, 

or purchasing any service, product, commodity, 

equipment, or facility from or through Jo-Carroll 

Energy, Inc. (NFP) reasonably related to Jo-Carroll 

Energy, Inc. (NFP) furnishing, or the person receiv- 

ing, electric power and/or natural gas; or 

II. Article 11, Section 6(a) 

Article II, entitled MEMBERSHIP at Section 

6(a) thereof shall be amended by removal of the 

language currently set forth therein and substituted 

with the following: 

(a) Solely from and through the Cooperative all the 

electric power and/or natural gas used, received, or 

purchased tor; and 

III. Article II, Section 6(b) 

Article II entitled MEMBERSHIP at Section 

6(b) and following paragraph thereof shall be 

amended by removal of the language currently set 

forth therein and substituted with the following: 

(b) All Cooperative Services associated with, or 

regarding, the provision of electric power and/or 

natural gas to a residential, or commercial, dwelling 
or structure, owned, controlled, or directly occu¬ 

pied by the Member 

Class B Member: Any Member using, receiving or 

purchasing any Cooperative Service regarding the 

provision of electric power and/or natural gas to 

any dwelling or structure owned, controlled, or di¬ 

rectly occupied by the Member. 

IV. Article II, Section 8(a) 

Article II entitled MEMBERSHIP at Section 

8(a) thereof shall be amended by removal of the 

language currently set forth therein and substituted 

with the following: 

(a) Any Member may withdraw from membership 

upon compliance with such uniform terms and 

conditions as the Board of Directors may pre¬ 

scribe. Subject to any regulations imposed by law¬ 

ful authority, the Board of Directors may, by the 

affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds (2/3) of 

all Members of the Board of Directors, expel any 

Member who fails to comply with any of the provi¬ 

sions of the articles of incorporation, by-laws, poli¬ 

cies, rules or regulations adopted by the Board of 

Directors, but only if such Member shall have been 

given written notice by the Cooperative that such 

failure makes him or her liable to expulsion and 

such failure shall have continued for at least ten 

(10) days after such notice was given. Any expelled 

Member may be reinstated by vote of the Board of 

Directors or by vote of the Members at any annual 

or special meeting. The membership of a Member 

who for a period of six (6) months after service is 

available has not purchased electric power and/or 

natural gas from the Cooperative, or of a Member 

who has ceased to purchase electric power and/or 

natural gas from the Cooperative, may be cancelled 

by resolution of the Board of Directors. 

V. Article III, Section 10 

Article III entitled MEETINGS OF MEMBERS 

at Section 10 entitled Order of Business thereof 

shall be amended by removal of the language cur¬ 

rently set forth therein and substituted with the 

following: 

The Board shall determine the agenda and order of 

business for Member Meetings. All meetings of the 

Members shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of 

Order, as amended. 

/( iv y/ // // // II ii I\ \ JV /LJ - - - -   

lease remember, the election for directors from districts 1, 2, r A 
1 4 and 5 will be conducted through the mail. Only members Jo-Carroll Energy 

who reside in the districts in which elections are being held this 

year will receive ballots. Members in those districts should careful- 793 U.S. Route 20 West 

ly review the material and promptly return their completed ballots RO. Box 390 

to Jo-Carroll Energy by 4 p.m. Friday, Aug. 17, 2007. Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 

If you live in one of the four voting districts for this year’s director 

election and do not receive a ballot, please call 800-858-5522. 
s       > 
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VI. Article IV, Section 4(b)(5) 
Article IV entitled DIRECTORS at Section 

4(b)(5) shall be amended by adding the following 
language as a new section: 
(5) as a director, misses more than three (3) Board 
meetings in any twelve (12) consecutive months. 

VII. Article IV, Section 6 
Article IV entitled DIRECTORS at Section 6 

entitled Vacancies thereof shall be amended by 
adding the following language: 
Consistent with these ByLaws, the Board of Direc¬ 
tors shall determine the existence of a vacancy. 

VIII. Article V, Section 7 
Article V entitled MEETINGS OF DIREC¬ 

TORS at Section 7 thereof entitled Robert’s Rules 
of Order shall be amended by removal of the 
language currently set forth therein and substituted 
with the following: 
All meetings of the Board of Directors shall be gov¬ 
erned by Robert’s Rules of Order, as amended. 

IX. Article V, Section 8 
Article V entitled MEETINGS OF DIREC¬ 

TORS shall be amended by adding a new Section 
8 thereof which shall be entitled Director Participa¬ 
tion in Board Meetings by Telephone and adding 
the following: 
Members of the Board of Directors may participate 
in and act at any regular or special Board meeting 
through the use of a conference telephone or other 
communications equipment. No Board member 
may participate in a Board meeting via such confer¬ 
ence telephone or other communications equip¬ 
ment for more than three (3) Board meetings in 
any consecutive twelve (12) month period. 

X. Article VIII, Section 2 
Article VIII entitled NON-PROFIT OPERA¬ 

TION at Section 2 entitled Patronage Capital in 
Connection With Furnishing Electric Energy shall 
be amended by substituting the following language 
for the title of said Section 2: Patronage Capital in 
Connection With Furnishing Electric Power and/ 
or Natural Gas 

XI. Article VIII, Section 2 
Article VIII entitled NON-PROFIT OPERA¬ 

TION at Section 2 entitled Patronage Capital 
in Connection With Furnishing Electric Power 
and/or Natural Gas (being only the first paragraph) 
thereof shall be amended by removal of the lan¬ 
guage currently set forth therein and substituted 
with the following: 

In the furnishing of electric power and/or natural 
gas, the Cooperative’s operations shall be so con¬ 
ducted that all patrons will, through their patron¬ 
age, furnish capital for the Cooperative. In order to 
induce patronage and to assure that the Coopera¬ 
tive will operate on a non-profit basis, the Coopera¬ 
tive is obligated to account on a patronage basis to 
all its patrons within a particular business classifica¬ 
tion for all amounts received and receivable from 
the furnishing of electric power and/or natural gas 
to patrons within such classification in excess of 
operating costs and expenses, including reasonable 
reserves, properly chargeable against the furnish¬ 
ing of electric power and/or natural gas to patrons 
within such classification. Subject to the provisions 
hereof relating to adjustments between and among 
classes of business, all such amounts in excess of 
operating costs and expenses, including reasonable 
reserves, at the moment of receipt by the Coopera¬ 
tive are received with the understanding that they 
are furnished by patrons as capital. Subject to the 
provisions hereof relating to adjustments between 
and among classes of business, the Cooperative is 
obligated to pay as credits to a capital account for 
each patron all such amounts in excess of operating 
costs and expenses, including reasonable reserves. 

XII. Article VIII, Section 5 
Article VIII entitled NON-PROFIT OPERA¬ 

TION at Section 5 entitled Patronage Refunds in 
Connection with the Furnishing of Other Services 
shall be amended by removal of the language cur¬ 
rently set forth therein and substituted with the 
following: 
In the event that the Cooperative should engage in 
the business of furnishing goods or services other 
than electric power and/or natural gas, all amounts 
received and receivable therefrom which are in 
excess of costs and expenses properly chargeable 
against the furnishing of such goods or services 
shall, insofar as permitted by law, be prorated an¬ 
nually on a patronage basis and returned to those 
patrons, from which such amounts were obtained. 

XIII. Article VIII, Section 7 
Article VIII entitled NON-PROFIT OPERA¬ 

TION at Section 7 entitled Classification of Busi¬ 
ness shall be amended by removal of the language 
currently set forth therein at the first sentence 
thereof only and substituted with the following: 
With respect to the furnishing of electric power 
and/or natural gas and the allocation of capital 
credits in connection therewith, the Board may clas¬ 
sify the business done by the Cooperative with all of 
its patrons into classes of business and patronage. 
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Turning on the Lights and More 

Commitment to community is one of 
our core values. We’re your local electric 

co-op. Our children go to the same 
schools as yours. Our employees are 

involved in turning on the lights at local 
ball fields, giving safety demonstrations, 

handing out the Discovery Channel 
Get Charged kits to local teachers, and 
providing scholarships and classroom 

grants. Your co-op’s Touchstone Energy 
employees love turning on the lights 

and watching the young faces light up. 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 

XIV. Article IX, Section 2 
Article IX entitled DISPOSITION AND MORT¬ 

GAGING OF PROPERTY, MERGER AND OF¬ 
FER TO SELL at Section 2 entitled Merger shall be 
amended by removal of the language currently set 
forth therein at the first sentence thereof only and 
substituted with the following: 
This Cooperative may merge or consolidate with 
one or more other electric cooperatives upon com¬ 
pliance with the provisions of law relating thereto. 
If the other cooperative or cooperatives with which 
this Cooperative proposes to merge or consolidate 
is or are electric cooperative organized and existing 
under Illinois, Wisconsin or Iowa Statutes, and 
have been engaged in producing or furnishing elec¬ 
tric power and/or natural gas to its or their mem¬ 
bers at cost and without profit for at least two years 
prior to such merger or consolidation, an affirma¬ 
tive vote of a majority of members voting thereon 
shall constitute approval of the plan of merger or 
consolidation. Likewise, if this Cooperative pro¬ 
poses to merge or consolidate with an electric coop¬ 
erative which is an entity resulting from merger or 
consolidation of other electric cooperatives meeting 
the qualifications set forth above, an affirmative 
vote of a majority of members voting thereon shall 
constitute approval of the plan of merger or con¬ 
solidation. If the proposed merger or consolidation 
is with one or more organizations not meeting the 
foregoing qualifications, approval of the plan of 

merger or consolidation shall require the affirma¬ 
tive vote of not less than two-thirds (2/3) of all 
members of the Cooperative. 

XV. Article IX, Section 3. 
Article IX entitled DISPOSITION AND MORT¬ 

GAGING OF PROPERTY, MERGER AND OF¬ 
FER TO SELL at Section 3 entitled Procedure for 
the Sale of all or Substantially all of the Coopera¬ 
tive Property shall be amended by removal of the 
language currently set forth therein at the first 
sentence thereof only and substituted with the fol¬ 
lowing: 

If at any time the Cooperative shall receive an 
offer to buy all or substantially all of its assets from 
a person or organization which is other than an 
electric cooperative organized under the Not-For- 
Profit Corporation Act of Illinois, or Chapter 
185 of the Wisconsin or Iowa Statutes, which has 
been engaged in producing or furnishing electric 
power and/or natural gas to its members at cost 
and without profit for at least two years thereto, or 
other than an entity resulting from the merger or 
consolidation of electric cooperatives meeting the 
foregoing qualifications, the Board of Directors 
is authorized, in its sole discretion, to determine 
whether or not such offer shall be submitted to the 
Cooperative membership for vote. 



Straight Talk 
About Clean 

and Green 

Office hours 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For ail outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

Jo-Carroll Energy • Elizabeth, Illinois * 800-858-5522 • www.jocarroll.com 

iJ(Z)-CA.RRIZII_l 
A Touchstone Energy Cooperative HI-LINES 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

Jo-Carroll Energy, as well as other 
electric cooperatives across the 

nation, is focused on creating cleaner 
energy and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions that will ultimately provide 
a better future for our children and 
grandchildren. We need to remember 
that there is a cost associated with 
confronting climate change. 

A recent article from Glenn English, 
President and CEO of National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association (NRE- 
CA), addresses the issue of confronting 
climate change and the cost. These 
issues are about as important as they get 
in our business and I wanted to share Mr. 
English’s thoughts with all of you. 

Climate Change: Straight Talk 
Needed About Costs 

Glenn English, NRECA CEO 

As Congress moves toward passing 
legislation aimed at confronting 

climate change, one burning ques- 
tion remains unanswered — how much 
are you, as the consumer, willing to 
pay? Indeed, for most Americans, the 
bottom line is cost. Up to this point, 
higher energy bills have not been a 
part of the climate change discussion. 

The influential New York Times 
editorial board frequently addresses 
proposals to limit greenhouse gas emis¬ 
sions. It stated recently that lawmakers 
have failed to educate their constitu¬ 
ents on “an unpleasant and inescap¬ 
able truth: any serious effort to fight 
warming will require everyone to pay 
more for energy.” 

Although many in the electric 
utility industry seem willing to pass 

on the added costs of solving climate 
change problems, electric cooperatives 
understand the pain higher rates will 
cause for members. Electric co-ops care 
- that is the co-op difference. 

We are now facing a school of 
thought, that America’s energy is too 
cheap, and that the way to fight global 
warming is to encourage conservation 
and energy efficiency through much 
higher energy prices. This is not to say 
that we do not understand the substan¬ 
tial cost of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. The issues simply need to be 
explained by our political representatives 
so people are aware of the trade off. 

Electric co-ops have long pro¬ 
moted increased federal investment in 
research and development of technol¬ 
ogy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and enhance energy efficiency. We are 
actively investing in renewable energy, 
such as wind, solar and biomass, as well 
as other promising technologies that 
could play a role now and in the future. 

As the debate on climate change 
intensifies, we will give it to you 
straight: there is a price to pay to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and 
it will be expensive. But as co-ops, we 
have a responsibility to protect you, 
our members. 

Already, we have a significant 
number of member-consumers who 
struggle to pay their electric bills. The 
reality facing our industry is that even 
more members will be unable to afford 
electric power. 

Electric cooperatives are urg¬ 
ing lawmakers to keep in mind that 

electric power is not a luxury. It is a 
necessity. We join them in the belief 
that this issue is anchored in our core 
values - looking out for the member- 
consumers by providing safe, reliable 
electricity at the lowest possible cost. 
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Visit our 
Web site at 

www.locarroii.com 

Reader 
prize 

Each month we 
print the name of a 
Jo-Carroll member 
who is eligible to win 
a monthly $25 reader¬ 
ship prize. If your 
name is printed in 
this month’s edition, 
and not a part of 
any article, contact 
Jo-Carroll and claim 
your prize no later 
than the 10th of the 
month following 
publication. 

Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • June 27, 2007 

The regular board meeting of Jo- 
Carroll Energy, Inc. was held at 

the Cooperative office at 9:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday, June 27, 2007. Board 
members and others present were: 
Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, Tom 
Lundy. Joe Mattingley, Leonard Ricke, 
Russ Simpson, Chris Stadel, Marcy 
Stanger. Pat Smith, Attorney John 
Cox, recording secretary Dorothy 
Young, President and CEO Michael 
Hastings, and staff members Pat Kele- 
her, Kyle Buros, Richard Larimore 
and Karen Hirsch. 
■ The agenda was approved as 
modified. 
■ The consent agenda items were 
approved, including a review of the 
monthly safety meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
■ The Chairman commented on The 
McKinsey Quarterly “Betting on Bio 
Fuels” article, the Peabody Report, 
and the ACRE (Action Committee for 
Rural Electrification - the electric co-op 
political action committee) program. 

Strategic Activity 
■ Policy Committee: Stadel pre¬ 
sented the monthly board policy 103 
- Director Conflict of Interest. The 
policy was approved as presented and 
modified. 
■ A report was given on the recent 
Succession Planning Committee meeting. 

CEO’s Report 
■ Financial Operating Report - The 
CEO reviewed the highlights of the 
monthly financial operating report and 
the report was approved. 
■ Staffing Changes - Staffing 
changes and promotions were re¬ 
ported. Hirsch gave a brief report on 
billing department issues. 
■ Power Supply Update -The CEO 
reported on the meeting with the Bad¬ 
ger Group Managers and a Badger 
Board Meeting to be scheduled soon. 
The CEO reported he would be attend¬ 
ing a new AIEC (electric co-op state¬ 
wide association) Committee meeting 
in Springfield dealing with business 
opportunities. 

■ Acquisition Update - The CEO re¬ 
ported on a number of items yet to be 
completed pursuant to the post closing 
agreement between Jo-Carroll and Al- 
liant Energy. 
■ Property Acquisition Update - The 
CEO updated the board on a parcel of 
real estate being considered for pur¬ 
chase by the co-op. 
■ Property Sale Update - The CEO 
gave an update on the sale of co-op 
property in Galena. 
■ LRA Activities Update - The CEO 
provided an update on recent LRA 
activities. 
■ FAQ Document - The CEO re¬ 
ported that he is working on a draft 
and will present it at the July Board 
Meeting. 
■ NERC Compliance Report 
- Buros provided a report on NERC 
Compliance (North American Electric 
Reliability Council) that Jo-Carroll 
has to complete. 

Board Issues 
■ Discussion was held regarding the 
information that is mailed as part of 
the consent agenda. 
■ A Delegate and alternate were cho¬ 
sen for the AIEC Annual meeting. 
■ Director delegate and alternate to 
the AIEC Board were chosen. 
■ The NRECA (the national electric 
co-op association) voting representa¬ 
tive and alternate were elected. 
■ The CEO reported that two 
ACRE legislative activities previously 
planned were cancelled. 

Legal Update 
The board went into executive 

session by consensus to legal issues 
pending for the Cooperative. 

Reports 
Participants in the 2007 Dairy- 

land Annual Meeting reported on that 
event. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to 
come before the meeting, it was the 
consensus of the Board to adjourn the 
meeting at 2:50 p.m. 
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Happy Anniversary Dorothy Young 

Kevin Ehrler - Lineworker 
Kevin Ehrler is a “local guy.” He is the son of 

Ron and Connie Ehrler. He is a graduate 
of Scales Mound High School and has lived in 
the area most of his life. Kevin formerly worked 
for Madison Gas and Electric as a lineworker. 
Kevin started his career at Jo-Carroll Energy on 
May 7, 2007. His outside interests are hunting 
and fishing. Kevin says, “It’s nice to be working 
in my rural home-town and able to serve people 
that I have known for many years.” 

On March 1, 2007, Jo-Carroll Energy employees 
celebrated Dorothy Young’s 25-year anniversary 

with the cooperative. Dorothy is the Executive 
Secretary and has been serving Jo-Carroll Energy 
members since 1982. Dorothy says, “Through the 
years, I have always enjoyed working closely with 
the members of the cooperative as well as a great 
group of employees and directors.” 

Happy belated anniversary 
Dorothy! 
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Flags and Parades 
Jo-Carroll Energy employees volunteer time in their hometown 

In June, Rob Hedlee, lineworker 
for Jo-Carroll Energy, volunteered 

his time to repair a flag pole and 
hang the American flag at the Eliza¬ 
beth Village Park. 

On July 21, District 3 Board 
Director Marcie Stanger and her 
husband, Bob, along with Mechanic 
Ryan Bales and his mother, Deb¬ 
bie, drove decorated vehicles in 
the Elizabeth parade. 

Know what’s bdOW. 
Call before you dig. 

Jo-Carroll Energy Reminds Members 

Call before you dig! 
A safety reminder as you start your late Summer projects. 

Call Julie at 1 -800-892-0123 or now 811 before you dig 

and have a safe and productive summer!! 

Please remember - It’s the law 

Your friends at Jo-Carroll Energy 

/ vi/ <v- 
£ c 
£ -r-PI Til--1 2 
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Harvest Safety 
National Farm Safety and Health Week Sept. 16-22 

The rush to harvest can 
yield higher numbers 

of electrocution, shock 
and burn injuries. Na¬ 
tionwide, an average of 
64 agricultural workers 
are electrocuted and 
hundreds more injured 
in farm electrical ac¬ 
cidents each year. Safe 
Electricity and Jo-Carroll 
Energy urge farm workers 
to avoid tragic accidents 
by taking note of farm 
activities that take place 
around power lines. 

“Equipment contact¬ 
ing overhead power lines 
is the leading cause of 
farm electrocution ac¬ 
cidents in the Midwest,” 
says Bob Aherin, Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois Agri¬ 
cultural Safety Specialist. 

Many types of farm equip¬ 
ment can come in contact with 
overhead power lines, creating 
a direct path for electricity. 
Tractors with front-end loaders, 
portable grain augers, fold-up 
cultivators, and equipment with 
antennas can easily become 
electrical hazards and must be 
operated with care. 

“Everyone who works on 
the farm should know the loca¬ 
tion of power lines and keep 
farm equipment at least 10 feet 
away from them - below, to the 
side and above power lines,” 
says Molly Hall, Director of Safe 
Electricity. “Ensuring proper 
clearance can save lives.” 

Here are some safety consider¬ 
ations for farm workers: 

■ Always lower portable au¬ 
gers or elevators to their lowest 
possible level - under 14 feet 
- before moving or transporting; 
use care when raising them. 

■ Be aware of increased 
height when loading and trans¬ 
porting larger modern tractors 
with higher antennas. 
■ Always use a spotter or 
someone to help make certain 
that contact is not made with a 
line when moving large equip¬ 
ment or high loads. 
■ Do not use metal poles 
when breaking up bridged grain 
inside and around bins. 
■ As in any outdoor work, be 
careful not to raise any equip¬ 
ment such as ladders, poles or 
rods into power lines. Remember, 
non-metallic materials such as 
lumber, tree limbs, tires, ropes, 
and hay may also conduct elec¬ 
tricity under certain conditions. 
■ Use qualified electricians for 
work on drying equipment and 
other farm electrical systems. 
■ Apply decals to all equip¬ 
ment that may pose electrical 
hazards and explain decals to 
workers who use the equipment. 

■ Inspect farm equip¬ 
ment for transport height 
and determine clearance 
with any power lines un¬ 
der which the equipment 
must pass. 
■ If you have a standby 
power system, review its 
location, operation and im¬ 
portance with all workers. 
■ Never attempt to 
raise or move a power line 
to clear a path. 

“It’s also important for 
operators of farm equip¬ 
ment or vehicles to know 
what to do if the vehicle 
comes in contact with 
a power line,” Hall says. 
“It’s almost always best to 
stay in the cab and call for 
help. Warn others who 
may be nearby to stay 

away and wait until the electric 
utility arrives to make sure power 
to the line is cut off.” 

If you must leave the ve¬ 
hicle due to fire danger, the 
proper action is to jump - not 
step - with both feet hitting the 
ground at the same time. Do 
not allow any part of your body 
to touch the equipment and the 
ground at the same time. Con¬ 
tinue to hop or shuffle to safety, 
keeping both feet together as 
you leave the area. 

Once you get away from the 
equipment, never attempt to 
get back on or even touch the 
equipment. Many electrocu¬ 
tions happen when the operator 
dismounts and, realizing noth¬ 
ing has happened, tries to get 
back on the equipment. 

For more information on 
farm and other electrical safety, 
visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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September 22, 2007, Jo-Car- 
roll Energy will host Farm 

Safety days at the cooperative’s 
headquarters, with registration 
starting at 8:00 a.m. Jo-Car- 
roll Energy’s hot line safety 
demo, L.L.O.Y.D., will make 
an appearance to help educate 
children about the dangers of 
farm related contact with power 
lines. The demo will draw-out 
safe practices around the farm 
and at home. Jo Daviess Farm 
Bureau has been involved with 
Farm Safety days for around 15 

years. The event will conduct 
various workshops i.e. bike 
safety, ATV safety, poison look- 
alikes, electric safety and more. 

Jo-Carroll Energy will 
sponsor guest speaker Marilyn 
Adams. Marilyn speaks out for 
all rural children. She makes an 
effort to witness first hand the 
farm safety issues that plague 
each area by traveling through 
communities, visiting farms and 
staying abreast of safety issues. 
No matter how you look at it... 
they are “just kids” and Farm 

Safety 4 Just Kids was created 
for “just kids” and their families. 

In the fall of 1986, Marilyn’s 
son, 11-year-old Keith, was tak¬ 
ing his place in the hierarchy of 
tradition on a family farm, a fam¬ 
ily business, and a family home. 
Keith suffocated in a gravity flow 
wagon of shelled com that day. 
Through her grief, Marilyn and 
her family began a campaign to 
promote awareness by distribut¬ 
ing danger decals for gravity 
flow wagons. In 1987, Marilyn 
founded Farm Safety 4 Just Kids. 
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Protect Your Child From Dangerous 
Home Electrical Hazards 

If this curious toddler pulled out his nightlight, the wallplate from Mommy’s Helper 
would automatically close, keeping him safe from electrical shock. The wallplate 
also contains an energy ^saving gasket to help keep cold air out. 

Bringing a baby home from the 

hospital is the perfect time to 

think about childproofing your 

house. Don’t wait. Before you 

know it, your child will be crawl¬ 

ing around, exploring your home, 

investigating everything with in¬ 

satiable curiosity. The sooner you 

move harmful household chemicals 

and other potential dangers out of 

the way, the better. Unintentional 

injury is the leading cause of death 

for children, claiming more lives 

even than disease, according to 

Safe Kids Worldwide, a global or¬ 

ganization whose mission is to pre¬ 

vent accidental childhood injury. 

When childproofing your home, 

don’t forget about electricity. 

• Tamper-Proof Outlets: 

Install tamper-proof outlets. 

Designed to keep young fingers out 

of unused outlets, they feature an 

internal barrier that only allows 

insertion of a properly rated plug, 

while keeping out fingers and 

foreign objects. S9j.iEij3 

• Child-Resistant Wallplates: 

Add a child-resistant wallplate 

to unprotected outlets. These fit 

over a standard receptacle and 

protect unused outlets with a 

spring-loaded wallplate that is easy 

for adults to open, but difficult for 

children to access. 

• Outlets Caps: 

Insert plastic outlet caps into 

empty receptacles. A snap to in¬ 

stall, they greatly reduce the risk 

of electrical shock by blocking 

toddlers’ fingers from contact with 

unused outlets. 

• Switch Locks: 

Install switch locks. These fit 

over most standard wall switches, 

and use handy locking snaps to 

prevent children from turning 

lights or appliances on or off. 

• Extender Wallplates: 
Create access to switches kids 

need to reach but can’t with ex¬ 

tender wallplates, which fit over 

standard toggle switches. 

• Nightlights: 

Use a nightlight to provide a 

reassuring guide in the dark for 

your child. Perfect for the nursery, 

bathroom or bedroom, they come 

in a wide variety of kid-friendly 

styles. Some models offer a con¬ 

venient automatic On/Off feature 

that turns on at dusk, off at dawn. 

Another practical design fits over 

both outlets of a standard duplex 

receptacle, blocking the unused 

outlet from prying fingers while 

casting a warm glow at night. And 

they are economical, running on 

just pennies a day. 

• GFCIs: 

Install Ground Fault Circuit 

Interrupters (GFCIs) in any room 

with a water source within six feet 

of an outlet, such as bathrooms, 

kitchens, etc. They protect you 

and your children against shock or 

electrocution by shutting off the 

power at the receptacle when they 

detect current leaking from the cir¬ 

cuit to ground. Always be sure your 

children understand that water and 

electricity don’t mix; appliances 
like radios and hairdryers should 

never be used near a sink or bath. 

• Light Bulbs: 

Make sure that every light socket 

within a child’s reach has a bulb in it. 

• Extension Cords: 

Avoid using extension cords 

in a child’s room whenever pos¬ 

sible. Kids are liable to chew on 

them, particularly when nothing is 

plugged into them or pull on them, 

knocking over a lamp or appliance. 
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Need Money for College? 
Students encouraged to apply for 2008 Scholarships 

Jo Carroll Energy President/ 
CEO Michael Hastings has 

announced that for the 13 th 

consecutive year, the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award 
academic scholarships to high 
school seniors. Seven one-year 
scholarships will be awarded in 
2008 through the Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program. Each of the 
scholarships will be worth $1250. 

High school seniors pursu¬ 
ing a college education any¬ 
where in the United States 
are eligible to participate in 
the program. Four scholar¬ 
ships will be awarded to the 
son or daughter of an electric 
cooperative member and may 
be used at any two or four-year 
accredited college or university 
in the United States, including 
vocational/technical schools. A 
fifth scholarship will be awarded 
to a student who is the son or 
daughter of an 111. electric co¬ 
operative employee or director 

and may be similarly used. The 
sixth and seventh scholarships 
will be reserved for use at an 
Illinois community college, 
and sons and daughters of both 
co-op members and also co-op 
employees/directors are eligible. 

In addition, for the sixth 
year, JCE will award $500 aca¬ 
demic scholarships to eligible 
high school seniors. One scholar¬ 
ship will be awarded in each of 
the counties Jo-Carroll Energy 
serves: Jo Daviess, Carroll and 
Whiteside. The JCE scholar¬ 
ships are for current seniors who 
are sons or daughters of active 
Jo-Carroll Energy members, and 
who are planning to pursue a for¬ 
mal post high school education. 

“The purpose of the scholar¬ 
ship program is to assist electric 
cooperative youth while honoring 
past rural electric leaders through 
memorial gifts,” said Michael 
Hastings. “Jo-Carroll Energy and 
the other Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives want to make a difference 

Jo-Carroll Energy 

in their communities. One of the 
best ways we can do that is by 
lending a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates for the JCE and 
IEC Memorial Scholarship are 
judged based on grade point 
average, college entrance exam 
scores, work and volunteer 
experience, school and civic 
activities, and a short essay that 
demonstrates their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship program was established in 
1994 by the board of directors of 
the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives. 

The deadline for returning 
scholarship applications to Jo- 
Carroll Energy is January 1, 2008. 

For further information on 
the Jo-Carroll Energy and IEC 
Memorial Scholarship programs, 
contact Charles DeLoach, Di¬ 
rector of Communications, at 
1-800-858-5522 extension 210 
or ask your high school guidance 
counselor. 

793 US. Route 20 West • EO. Box 390 
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Ja- L 
A Touchstone Energy Cooperative HI-LIN 

October is 
Cooperative 

Month 

Office hours 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 

800-927-5254 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

October is cooperative month, so I’d 

like to spend a few moments this 

month sharing a little background on 

what makes the cooperative business 

model so unique. This might be old 

news to many of our longtime members, 

but it might be helpful for the thousands 

of new members of the Jo-Carroll Energy 

family we’ve added over the past year. 

1 know that for many of our newer 

members, this is your first experience 

with a utility cooperative. But odds are 

pretty good that several other coopera¬ 

tives are a part of your everyday life. 

If you like to start each morning with 

a couple slices of buttered toast, a piece 

of fruit, a glass of cranberry juice, and a 

copy of the daily 

newspaper, there’s 

a very good chance 

you just enjoyed 

the products and 

services of four 

cooperatives: Land 

O’Lakes, Sunkist, Ocean Spray and the 

Associated Press. 

Perhaps the best way to understand 

the values driving a cooperative is to take 

a page from the book All I Really Need to 

Know I Learned in Kindergarten. 

Think back to your childhood, and 

consider some of the simple values that 

our parents and teachers emphasized. 

Share with others. Treat others as you 

would want to be treated. Tell the truth. 

Look out for each other. Work hard to 

get good grades. 

These basic principals are what drive 

Jo-Carroll Energy, and every other coop¬ 

erative business. 

We share with others through 

charitable contributions, volunteerism, 

scholarships and educational grants. 

Jo-Carroll Energy is a local company 

based right here in northwestern Illinois. 

We are your neighbors and your friends. 

Our children play Little League together. 

These relationships go a long way toward 

ensuring that we all work together, and 

treat each other with respect. 

As our nation struggles to find long¬ 

term solutions to our energy needs, 

we’ve been honest with you about the 

challenges this entails. Jo-Carroll Energy 

has hosted numerous community meet¬ 

ings to help teach our members ways to 

conserve energy and lower their bills. 

Jo-Carroll Energy is one of more than 

900 electric cooperatives across the Unit¬ 

ed States. When faced with crisis - such 

as Hurricane Katrina or the ice storms 

that hit the southern part of our state last 

winter - members can rest assured know¬ 

ing that their utility 

doesn’t have to face 

the challenge 

alone. Cooperatives 

look out for each 

other, and always 

stand ready to send 

crews to storm-ravaged areas. 

We work hard everyday to get “good 

grades” with our members by improving 

system reliability and providing prompt 

and courteous customer service. 

These simple lessons from childhood 

are what make Jo-Carroll Energy such a 

unique company, but if your childhood 

was anything like mine there’s one more 

lesson that your parents taught you: turn 

off the lights when you leave a room! 

That’s good advice for all of us to re¬ 

member, and I strongly encourage you to 

do that. But while you turn off the light 

when you leave the room, rest assured 

that the folks at JCE will always be work¬ 

ing hard to keep the lights on for you. 
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Resume of Minutes  
Regular Board Meeting • August 1, 2007 (July Business) 

The regular board meeting of Jo- 
Carroll Energy, Inc. was held at 

the Cooperative office at 9:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, August 1, 2007. 
Board members and others present 
were: Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, 
Tom Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Leon- 
ard Ricke, Russ Simpson, Chris 
Stadel, Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, 
Attorney John Cox, recording 
secretary Dorothy Young, President 
and CEO Michael Hastings, and 
staff members Pat Keleher, Kyle 
Burns, Tracy Heidenreich and 
Karen Hirsch. 
■ The agenda was approved as 
modified. 
■ The consent agenda items were 
approved, including a review of the 
monthly safety meeting minutes. 

Member Presentation 
■ Mike Timmerman, Plant Man¬ 
ager, and Trevor Davies, Opera¬ 
tions Manager, from Invensys, gave 
a presentation on their business 
including a brief history of the plant 
as well as an overview of the items 
they manufacture. 

Reader 
prize 

Each month we print the 
name of a Jo-Carroll mem¬ 
ber who is eligible to win 
a monthly $25 readership 
prize. If your name is print¬ 
ed in this month’s edition, 
and not a part of any arti¬ 
cle, contact Jo-Carroll and 
claim your prize no later 
than the 10th of the month 
following publication. 

Chairman’s Report 
■ The Chairman commented 
on the starting time for the Board 
meetings to start at 9 AM to allow 
for a member presentation. Simpson 
suggested that the Board view the 
video, “An Inconvenient Truth” 
and read the book Understanding 
Today’s Natural Gas Business. 

Strategic Activity 
■ Policy Committee: Stadel 
presented the monthly hoard policy 
104 - Director’s Attendance at 
Meetings. The policy was approved 
as presented. 
■ Policy 116 - Member & Non- 
Member requests for Cooperative 
Information was discussed. It was 
the consensus of the Board to send 
this policy back to the Policy Com¬ 
mittee for review. A request from a 
director candidate for co-op voting 
district information was discussed 
and resolved. 

CEO’s Report 
■ Financial Operating Report 
- The CEO reviewed the highlights 
of the monthly financial operating 
report and the report was approved. 
■ Power Supply Update —The 
CEO reported on recent meet¬ 
ings and negotiations with several 
regional power suppliers. He also 
reported that he is working on a 
presentation for the Badger Group 
Board meeting on 08/14/07. The 
CEO discussed a Badger Group 
meeting with Bill Berg of Dairyland 
on 8/3/07. 
■ Property Acquisition Update 
- The CEO updated the board on 
a parcel of real estate being consid¬ 
ered for purchase by the co-op. 
■ Property Sale Update - The 
CEO gave an update on the sale 
of co-op property in Galena (the 
former Alliant Energy building in 
the industrial park). 
■ LRA Activities Update - The 
CEO provided an update on recent 

LRA activities. These included the 
resolution of a number of outstand¬ 
ing issues. Buros reported on his 
department’s activities in removing 
and cleaning up an idle electric 
substation on the LRA property. 
■ Strategic Planning - The CEO 
reported that the co-op will retain 
Ken Nelson of the Nelson Group as 
moderator for co-op strategic plan¬ 
ning to he held later this year. 
■ Economic Development Report 
- The CEO reported that there will 
be a meeting on 8/9/07 with the 
Carroll County Economic Develop¬ 
ment Corp. 

Board Issues 
■ The co-op’s NRECA voting del¬ 
egate & alternate for the NRECA 
Region V meeting were chosen. 
■ Policy 766-Electric Energy As¬ 
sistance Rider-Schedule GEA & 
Policy 782-Gas Energy Assistance 
Rider-Schedule GEA were reviewed 
& discussed per a member request 
regarding energy assistance charge. 
It was the consensus of the board to 
let the policies stand as printed. 

Legal Update 
The hoard went into executive 

session at 1:22 p.m. by consensus to 
review legal issues pending for the 
Cooperative. The board came out 
of executive session at 1:45 p.m. 

Reports 
Participants in the Association 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ 
annual meeting reported on that 
event. Law reported on his atten¬ 
dance at a National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association director’s 
course. 

Adjournment 
There being no further busi¬ 

ness to come before the meeting, it 
was the consensus of the Board to 
adjourn the meeting at 2:10 p.m. 



2007 Election Results Announced 
at Annual Meeting August 18 

Members of District 1 elected 

a new representative, Martin 

Werner, in a three-way race. Werner, 

a resident of East Dubuque, replaces 

Leonard Ricke who had served on 

the board of directors since 1978. 

Incumbents Joe Mattingley and 

Chris Stadel were reelected to serve 

three-year terms representing Dis¬ 

tricts 2 and 4, respectively. 

Pat Smith was elected to serve 

the remainder of an unexpired term 

vacated by former director Richard 

Reusch earlier this year. She had 

been representing District 5 as an 

appointed director since Reusch’s 

departure. 

From left: Chris Stadel and Joe Mattingley were re-elected 
and Pat Smith and Martin Werner were newly elected to the 
Jo-Carroll Energy Board of Directors. 

“Do-It-Yourself” Home Energy Audit 

the appropriate material. Finally, 

check the exterior caulking 

around doors and windows to 

see if they are sealed tightly. 

When performing your own 

home audit, make sure to examine 

the ceilings and walls. If these two 

areas are not properly insulated, 

you risk heat loss in the winter and 

cool-air loss in the summer. Check 

to see that the attic hatch is as 

heavily insulated, as well as weath¬ 

er-stripped and closed tightly. In 

the attic, determine if openings 

for items such as pipes, ductwork 

and chimneys are sealed. If you 

see any gaps, seal them with 

expanding foam caulk or another 

pennanent sealant. 

For more information on 

home energy saving, visit www. 

jocarroll.com 

Source: National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association, Touchstone Energy 
and the North Carolina Association of 
Electric Cooperatives. 

The first thing to do when 

performing your own home 

energy audit is to make a list 

of any existing problems, 

such as condensation and 

uncomfortable or drafty 

rooms. The next thing is 

to look for air leaks. They 

are common around electri¬ 

cal outlets, switch plates, 

window frames, baseboards, 

weather stripping, fireplace 

dampers, attic hatches and 

wall or window-mounted air 

conditioners. When inspect¬ 

ing windows and doors for 

air leaks, if you can see 

daylight around the door 

or window frame, that is 

where the leak exists. 

When looking at 

the outside of your home, 

examine areas where two 

different building materials meet. 

Th is includes exterior corners, areas 

where siding and chimneys meet, 

and places where the foundation 

and the bottom of the exterior brick 

or siding meet. Make sure to plug 

and caulk holes or pen¬ 

etrations for faucets, pipes, 

electric outlets and wiring. 

Also, look for cracks and holes in 

the mortar, foundation and siding 

of your home and seal them with 
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Keep Dorm Rooms Safe From Electrical Hazards 

According to Underwriters 
Laboratory (UL), an average of 

1,800 fires occur in dormitories and 
campus housing each year in the 
United States. Careless smoking, 
unattended candles and cooking, as 
well as overloaded extension cords 
and power outlets are the most 
common culprits. Many college 
residences were built before new 
technologies arrived, such as com- 
puters, CD players and microwaves. 
Wiring in older buildings simply 
cannot handle the additional elec' 
trical load. Therefore, it is especially 
important to follow university rules 
with regard to electrical use and not 
overload circuits. 

The following tips will help col¬ 
lege students stay safe this fall: 

■ Do not overload extension 
cords, power strips or outlets. 

■ In rooms with old-fashioned, 
two-prong outlets, adaptors 
should he used. Follow direc¬ 
tions carefully with the adaptor. 

■ Get a power strip with an over¬ 
current protector. It will shut off 
power automatically if there is 
too much power being drawn. 

Follow the wattage instructions 
on appliances. Some appliances 
may indicate amps rather then 
watts. If so, use this simple for¬ 
mula to figure out the wattage: 
amps x volts = wattage. If the 
appliance uses five amps at 125 
volts, its wattage rating is 625 
watts. If you are using an exten¬ 
sion cord with two or more ap¬ 
pliances, add the wattage rating 
for all appliances to determine if 
the cord is sufficient. 

If an outlet is hot to the touch, 
unplug appliances immediately 
and notify the resident assistant. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Do not connect multiple exten¬ 
sion cords together. 

Extension cords are only for 
temporary use. 

Do not route extension cords un¬ 
der carpet or doors. Do not staple 
or puncture extension cords. 

Look for the UL mark on elec¬ 
trical products. 

Use light hulhs with the correct 
wattage for lamps. The wattage 
specification should he indi¬ 
cated near the bulb socket. 

■ If you use halogen lamps, make 
sure they are updated. All halo¬ 
gen lamps should be designed 
with a mesh guard to prevent 
contact with the bulb and an 
automatic tip over switch. Some 
college campuses have outlawed 
the use of halogen lamps. 

Christine Grammes is a freelance 
writer specializing in energy and 
cooperative affairs. 

Sources: Underwriters Laboratories; 

Electrical Safety Foundation International 
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Kids Love Halloween! 
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Flame Resistant Costumes: 
When purchasing a costume, 
masks, beards, and wigs, look for 
the label Flame Resistant. Ah 
though this label does not mean 
these items won’t catch fire, it does 
indicate the items will resist burn' 
ing and should extinguish quickly 
once removed from the ignition 
source. To minimize the risk of 
contact with candles or other 
sources of ignition, avoid costumes 
made with flimsy materials and 
outfits with big, baggy sleeves or 
billowing skirts. 

Costume Designs: Purchase or 
make costumes that are light 
and bright enough to be clearly 
visible to motorists. 
■ For greater visibility during dusk 

and darkness, decorate or trim 
costumes with reflective tape 
that will glow in the beam of a 
car’s headlights. Bags or sacks 
should also be light colored or 
decorated with reflective tape. 
Reflective tape is usually avail- 
able in hardware, bicycle and 
sporting goods stores. 

■ To easily see and be seen, chil¬ 
dren should also carry flashlights. 

■ Costumes should he short 
enough to prevent children 

from tripping and falling. 

Children should wear well-fit¬ 
ting, sturdy shoes. Mother’s 
high heels are not a good idea 
for safe walking. 

Hats and scarfs should he tied 
securely to prevent them from 
slipping over children's eyes. 

Apply a natural mask of 
cosmetics rather than have a 
child wear a loose-fitting mask 
that might restrict breathing 
or obscure vision. If a mask is 
used, however, make sure it fits 
securely and has eyeholes large 
enough to allow full vision. 

Swords, knives and similar 
costume accessories should he of 
soft and flexible material. 

Pedestrian Safety: Young chil¬ 
dren should always be accompanied 
by an adult or an older, responsible 
child. All children should WALK, 
not run, from house to house and 
use the sidewalk if available, rather 
than walk in the street. Children 
should he cautioned against run¬ 
ning out from between parked cars, 
or across lawns and yards where 

ornaments, furniture or clotheslines 
present dangers. 

Choosing Safe Houses: 
Children should go only to homes 
where the residents are known and 
have outside lights on as a sign of 
welcome. 

■ Children should not enter 
homes or apartments unless they 
are accompanied by an adult. 

■ People expecting trick-or-treat- 
ers should remove anything 
that could he an obstacle from 
lawns, steps and porches. Can¬ 
dlelit jack-o'-lanterns should 
he kept away from landings 
and doorsteps where costumes 
could brush against the flame. 
Indoor jack-o'-lanterns should 
be kept away from curtains, 
decorations and other furnish¬ 
ings that could he ignited. 

For further information on 
product safety, consumers may call 
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission's toll-free hotline on 
800-638-2772. Hearing impaired 
consumers may use TTY 800-638- 
8270. http://pumpkinglow.com/. 

They get to dress up and get free 
candy! What a perfect holiday! 

Give your kids some precious Hal¬ 
loween memories that they’ll have 
for life. 

Trick or treating isn’t what it used 
to be. It’s not as safe to let kids walk 
the streets alone. Send a responsible 
adult or older teenager with them. 
A few safety tips from the U.S. Con¬ 
sumer Product Safety Commission 
can protect children who plan to go 
trick-or-treating this Halloween. 

Treats: Warn children not to 
eat any treats before an adult 
has carefully examined them for 
evidence of tampering. 
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Be Aware of Flood-Related Electrical Hazards 
Safe Electricity reminds everyone 

to be alert to electrical equip- 
ment that could be energized and in 
contact with water, along with other 
potential hazards that create a seri¬ 
ous danger of electrocution. Clean¬ 
ing up and using water-damaged 
appliances also carry safety risks. 

“The prospect of an electrical 
accident is probably not top of mind 
when you’re dealing with a flooded 
basement, room or even outdoors,” 
said Molly Hall, Director of Safe 
Electricity. “But it’s the first thing 
you should think of before you step 
foot in the water.” 

Safety measures to keep in mind 
include: 

■ Never step into a flooded base¬ 
ment or other room if water 
may he in contact with electri¬ 
cal outlets, appliances or cords. 
Be alert to any electrical equip¬ 

ment that could he energized before it is used. It may need to 
and in contact with water. he repaired or replaced. 

Never attempt to turn off power 
at the breaker box if you must 
stand in water to do so. If you 
can’t reach your breaker box 
safely, call your electric utility to 
shut off power at the meter. 

Never use electric appliances 
or touch electric wires, 
switches or fuses 
when you’re wet 
or when you’re 
standing in water. 

Keep electric tools 
and equipment at least 
10 feet away from wet 
surfaces. Do not use elec¬ 
tric yard tools if it’s raining 
or the ground is wet. 

If an electrical appliance has 
been in contact with water, 
have a professional check it out 

“A good safety measure is to 
have ground fault circuit interrupt¬ 
ers (GFCIs) professionally installed 
on outlets,” Hall said. “These safety 
devices can cut off power quickly if 

there’s a problem.” 
\ GFCIs are 

% recommended for 
outdoor outlets, and 

outlets near wet 
areas of the home 

such as kitchen, 
hath and laun¬ 

dry room. 

© Safe Electricity, 
All Rights Reserved 

At JoCarroll Energy, our 

members are of the utmost 

importance to us. That’s why we 

want to help our members save 

something that’s important to 

them—their electricity. By doing 

simple things like turning off the 

lights when no one’s in the room 

to installing energy efficient 

appliances, all of our members 

can manage their electricity use. 

Because that’s the way it should be. 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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What is all This Talk About “Green Power” 
and What is “Evergreen”? 

Green Power is energy, produced 

from renewable resources. Ever¬ 

green is a renewable energy (green 

power) program offered by Jo- 

Carroll Energy and other electric 

cooperatives that purchase power 

from Dairyland Power Coopera¬ 

tive in La Crosse, Wisconsin. This 

provides cooperative members with 

an “earth-friendly” energy choice. 

Through the Evergreen program, 

members can choose to receive a 

portion, or all of their electricity 

(average residential monthly elec¬ 

tric usage) through a renewable 

energy source. 

What is it? 

Evergreen renewable energy 

comes from the wind and waste-to- 

energy sources, such as landfill gas 

and livestock manure. 

Fact: One MW of animal or landfill 

energy powers 790 homes. 

This renewable, earth-friendly 

energy is then added to our mix of 

power sources and made available 

to Jo-Carroll Energy members 

who place a special emphasis on 

environmental concerns. Jo-Car- 

roll Energy distributes the renew¬ 

able energy to participants of the 
Evergreen program. Cooperative 

members can voluntarily support 

green energy through this program, 

by paying only slightly more than 

you normally would each month 

for your electricity. 

How can i get it? 

Each 100-kilowatt hour block 

of wind energy is $1.50. You can 

choose to purchase a single block, 

or enough blocks to equal your 

normal monthly electric usage (an 

average home uses a total of 800 

- 1,000 kilowatt hours per month). 

In addition to their normal 

monthly electric bill, Jo-Carroll 

Energy members’ volunteer to pay 

a small, additional charge each 

month to offset the additional 

cost it takes to support renewable 

energy. A one-year subscription is 

required. After that, the member¬ 

ship can he canceled at anytime 

with 30 day’s notice. 

Wind, animal and landfill 

waste are all part of the renewable 

energy mix that help power your 

home and business. Participating 

in the Evergreen program is an 

investment in the future of the 

environment for our children and 

grandchildren. 

For more information about 

“Evergreen” call Jo-Carroll Energy 

at 800-858-5522 or visit www. 

jocarroll.com 
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793 US. Route 20 West 
EO. Box 390 

Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 

Why should people use CFLs? 
Switching from traditional light 

bulbs to compact fluorescent lights 
(CFLs) is an easy change every 
American can make to reduce 
energy use at home and prevent 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Lighting accounts for close to 
20 percent of the average home’s 
electric bill. Electric Cooperatives 
around the Nation are touting the 
use of CFLs to help their members 
reduce energy costs, but we are 
not the only cooperative’s do¬ 
ing so. Recently, Ace Hardware 
struck a blow for energy efficiency 
by promoting the sale of 800,000 
energy-efficient fluorescent light 
bulbs over the course of a year. 

If every home in America 
replaced just one incandescent light 
bulb with an Energy Star qualified 
CFL, it would save enough energy 
to light more than 3 million homes 
and prevent greenhouse gas emis¬ 
sions equivalent to those of more 
than 800,000 cars annually. 

Do CFLs contain mercury? 
CFLs contain a very small 

amount of mercury sealed within 
the glass tubing -an average of 
5 milligrams, which is roughly 
equivalent to an amount that would 
cover the tip of a ball-point pen. No 
mercury is released when the bulbs 
are intact or in use. 

What should I do with a CFL 
when it burns out? 

EPA recommends that consum¬ 
ers take advantage of local recycling 
options for CFLs, where available. 
Jo-Carroll Energy participating 
locations include: 

• Jo-Carroll Energy Headquarters, 
793 US Route 20 West, Elizabeth 

• Jo-Carroll Energy Savanna Of¬ 
fice, 103 Chicago Ave, Savanna 

• Gasser True Value Hardware, 
11359 Industrial Park, Galena 

• Galena Territory Association, 
2000 Territory Drive, Galena 

• Apple Canyon Lake, Property 
Owners Association, 14A157 
Canyon Club Drive, Apple River 

• True Value Home and Build¬ 
ing Center, 115 Main Street, 
Savanna 

• Brinkman Building Center, 915 
2nd Street, Fulton 

• University of Illinois Extension 
office, 807D S. Clay Street, 
Mr. Carroll 

You can also contact your local 
municipal solid waste agency, 
local municipal solid waste agency, 

or go to www.lamprecycle.org and 
click on “State Lamp Recycling 
Regulations & Contacts” to iden¬ 
tify recycling options. If your state 
permits you to put used or broken 
CFLs in the garbage, seal the CFL 
in two plastic bags and put into the 
outside trash, jaippjipg uaajjo^ 

How should I clean up a 
broken fluorescent bulb? 
1. Open a window and leave the 

room for at least 15 minutes. 

2. Remove all materials you can 
without using a vacuum cleaner. 
Wear disposable rubber gloves, if 
available (do not use your bare 
hands). Carefully scoop up the 
fragments and powder with stiff 
paper or cardboard. Wipe the 
area clean with a damp paper 
towel or disposable wet wipe. 
Sticky tape (such as duct tape) 
can be used to pick up small 
pieces and powder. 

3. Place all cleanup materials in 
a plastic bag and seal it. If your 
state permits you to put used 
or broken CFLs in the garbage, 
seal the CFL in two plastic bags 
and put into the outside trash. 
Otherwise, utilize your recycling 
option. Wash your hands after 
disposing of the bag. 

4- The first time you vacuum the 
area where the bulb was broken, 
remove the vacuum bag once 
done cleaning the area (or empty 
and wipe the canister) and put 
the bag and/or vacuum debris, as 
well as the cleaning materials, in 
two sealed plastic bags in the out- 
door trash or protected outdoor 
location for normal disposal. 
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A New 
Renewable 

Biomass 
Power Plant 

- and You 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

By now you’ve probably heard 
about Jo-Carroll Energy’s plan 

to develop a renewable biomass 
power plant near the Danisco plant 
in Carroll County. A project of 
this magnitude is not something to 
be taken lightly, so I’d like to take 
some time to explain why the board 
of directions and senior leadership 
of Jo-Carroll Energy believe this 
project is in the best long-term in¬ 
terest of our members. 

Historically, Jo-Carroll Energy 
has been a distribution cooperative. 
We purchased all of our electricity 
from Dairyland Power Cooperative 
and delivered that energy to the 
homes and businesses in our region 
at the lowest practical cost. When 
Jo-Carroll Energy welcomed thou¬ 
sands of former IP&L customers to 
the cooperative last February, we 
began purchasing the electricity for 
that new territory on a wholesale 
basis from Alliant Energy. 

Jo-Carroll Energy board chairman Joe Mattingley addresses the 
media about the renewable biomass power plant. 

While Dairyland Power and Alliant 
Energy have served the consumers 
of our region well for many years, 
we knew that Jo-Carroll Energy 
would need to evaluate all of our 
options for the best mix of energy 
suppliers over the long term. 

These are important decisions that 
will affect our members for many years 
to come, and they are influenced by 
a number of sobering realities facing 
American energy consumers. 

First, energy costs are rapidly ris¬ 
ing. This issue isn’t isolated to our 
area, our state, or our region: it’s a 
national crisis in the making. 

Oil is more than $80 a barrel, 
natural gas prices have roughly 
quadrupled in the past five years, 
and the price to transport coal from 
mines to power plants has nearly 
doubled in the past 18 months. 

In addition to the rising cost 
to purchase and transport fuel, 
there are the growing costs associ¬ 
ated with reducing emissions from 
power plants. The complexities of 
emission control, greenhouse gas¬ 
ses and carbon sequestration could 
consume an entire issue of our 
magazine, but suffice it to say it is 
an important and growing issue. 

Despite the rising cost of energy 
and advances in efficiency technolo¬ 
gies, Americans have an insatiable 
appetite for electricity. Demand con¬ 
tinues to rise, placing greater strain 
on an already overburdened system. 

A large number of the power 
plants working to keep pace with 
that demand are old and wearing 

Continued on 16b 
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Biomass Plant (from 16a) 
out. Over the next 10 years, 
many of those plants, especially 
low-cost coal plants, will reach 
the end of their lives and go off¬ 
line. 

Those plants will need to 
be replaced, but it is extremely 
difficult and expensive to build 
new power plants that use con¬ 
ventional technologies such as 
coal and nuclear. 

While the news is full of sto¬ 
ries about exciting advances in 
renewable energy technologies 
such as methane digesters, wind, 
solar and landfill gas recovery, 
these resources account for a 
tiny fraction of our nation’s en¬ 
ergy needs. They are important, 
and Jo-Carroll Energy is pursu¬ 
ing several of these options, but 

it is important to put their role 
in the proper context. 

With these facts in mind, 
and having closely studied the 
various energy supply options 
available to our cooperative, 
Jo-Carroll Energy decided that 
developing a biomass power 
plant was one part of the overall 
solution to this challenge. 

The renewable biomass plant 
is a balanced approach to all the 
above issues based upon taking 
steps in the right direction while 
being ever cognizant of increas¬ 
ing energy costs. 

Global energy markets and 
the economics of power plants 
are issues fraught with details 
that can’t be fully addressed 
in such a short column, but I 

wanted to try to cover some 
of the basics for now. Remem¬ 
ber that just because I haven’t 
mentioned a factor here doesn’t 
mean that it hasn’t been care¬ 
fully studied or considered. 

As the owners of this coop¬ 
erative, your comments are es¬ 
pecially important to us. Please 
email or call us if you have ques¬ 
tions or feedback. We promise 
keep you informed through our 
magazine, announcements in 
the newspapers, member meet¬ 
ings and at jocarroll.com as this 
process unfolds. 

In the meantime, we’ll keep 
the lights on for you - just re¬ 
member to keep them turned off 
when you are not using them! 

Jo-Carroll Energy Power Plant Announcement 
WHAT’S HAPPENING? 

On September 18, 2007, Jo- 
Carroll Energy announced its 
plan to develop an 80 megawatt, 
biomass-fueled renewable en¬ 
ergy center on approximately 60 
acres immediately south of the 
Danisco plant on Illinois State 
Route 84 between Savanna and 
Thomson. 

A number of variables remain 
to be determined before con¬ 
struction can begin. 

Chief among those variables is 
the financing package. Jo-Car¬ 
roll Energy is engaged in talks 
with several utilities - including 
other cooperatives - about eq¬ 
uity partnerships in the facility. 
Another important piece of the 
funding equation will be various 
grants and incentives offered by 
local, state and federal agencies 
for both economic development 
and renewable energy projects. 
The cooperative is working 
closely with officials from these 
funding agencies to explore all 
funding options. 

In addition to producing 
electricity, the plant would sell 
steam to the adjacent Danisco 
plant for use in that facility’s 
industrial processes. 

Q. Why is Jo-Carroll Energy 
pursuing this project? 
A: Jo-Carroll Energy is commit¬ 
ted to serving its members with 
safe and reliable electricity at 
the lowest practical cost. Given 
recent spikes in the cost of en¬ 
ergy, and long-term forecasts for 
continued volatility, Jo-Carroll 
Energy is looking for solutions 
that ensure stable rates for our 
members. After many months of 
careful research with a variety 
of experts, Jo-Carroll Energy 
decided that this project would 
be one of the best ways to ac¬ 
complish that goal. 

Q. What makes this a renew¬ 
able energy project? 
A: The fuel stocks used to cre¬ 
ate the electricity will all be re¬ 
newable biomass, such as waste 

wood, corn stover and switch- 
grass. Unlike fossil fuels such as 
coal and natural gas, biomass 
can regrow quickly (in many 
cases less than a year). Fossil 
fuels take millions of years to 
make - so when we use up what 
we have, that’s it. 

Q. Where will the fuel come 
from? 
A: The fuel will come from a 
variety of sources, including lo¬ 
cal farmers, sawmills and wood 
product manufacturers. The 
plant will only accept clean 
biomass. 

Q. How much will this cost? 
A. Jo-Carroll Energy estimates 
the cost to be approximately 
$140 million. 

Q. Will the public have a voice 
in this process? 
A: Absolutely. Jo-Carroll En¬ 
ergy will work closely with local 
and state government through¬ 
out the planning, permitting 
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and construction process. The 
cooperative will hold public 
forums as appropriate to share 
information and solicit feed' 
back. Also keep in mind that as 
a member-owned cooperative, 
all major policy decisions are 
voted upon by Jo-Carroll Ener- 
gy’s board of directors, which is 
democratically elected by and 
from our membership. 

Q. Why did you pick that loca¬ 
tion? 
A. There are a number of reasons 
why Jo-Carroll Energy selected 
this site. The parcel is close to 
the river, a rail line and a high¬ 
way, allowing for highly efficient 
transportation of fuel to power 
the plant. The site is also close 
to an existing high-voltage trans¬ 
mission line. The facility will be 
in an area that already has other 
industrial uses, minimizing the 

impact on the area. Finally, the 
location will allow the facility to 
sell excess steam to Danisco, cre¬ 
ating additional efficiencies. 
Q. How many people would 
the plant employ? 
A. Once it is operational, ap¬ 
proximately 30 fulltime employ¬ 
ees would work at the plant. 
Most of those jobs would be 
union positions. During con¬ 
struction, as many as 250 work¬ 
ers could be employed on the 
job site. 

Q. What role will local farmers 
play in the project? 
A. Jo-Carroll Energy is evaluat¬ 
ing the best way to purchase fuel 
stocks from local farmers - in¬ 
cluding the potential formation 
of a suppliers’ cooperative. 

Q. Doesn’t burning anything 
make carbon dioxide, and 

doesn’t carbon dioxide contrib¬ 
ute to global warming? 
A. The power plant will release 
carbon dioxide. But unlike a tra¬ 
ditional power plant, all of the 
fuel being burned was once liv¬ 
ing plant matter that removed 
carbon dioxide from the air 
throughout its lifecycle of just 
a few years. Thus, the carbon 
footprint of a biomass plant is 
significantly smaller than tradi¬ 
tional power plants. 

Q. What about emissions? 
A. The plant will only burn 
clean biomass, which eliminates 
the potential to emit mercury, 
sulfur dioxide and other harm¬ 
ful compounds. In addition, the 
plant will employ technology to 
ensure that emissions meet or 
exceed all applicable environ¬ 
mental regulations. Remember 

Continued on next page 
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800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 
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that JoCarroll Energy is a local 
company, so we breathe this air 
and make our homes here, too! 

Q. Will the plant smell? 
A. The most noticeable odor will 
be a pine-like smell from the piles 
of sawdust and other biomass fuel. 

Q. I thought Jo-Carroll Energy 
has always said that they didn’t 
generate electricity; they just 
distributed it? 
A. That’s true. Historically, 
Jo-Carroll Energy has been a 
distribution cooperative that pur¬ 
chased power from other power 
suppliers. However, Jo-Carroll 
Energy has always been commit¬ 
ted to finding the best ways to 
control the cost of power for its 
members, and the cooperative 
believes this facility will help ac¬ 
complish that goal. 

Q. How big is an 80 megawatt 
plant? 
A. Compared to a traditional 
coal or gas-fired unit, this plant 
is modest in size. For example, 
one of Jo-Carroll Energy’s current 
power suppliers, Dairyland Power, 
operates a 400 megawatt facility 
in Alma, Wis., and a 379 mega¬ 
watt facility in Genoa, Wis. 

Q. How much power is 80 
megawatts? 
A. The plant will produce 
enough energy to power more 
than 10,000 homes. By compari¬ 
son, Jo-Carroll Energy’s total sys¬ 
tem load is nearly 100 megawatts. 

Q. Will you have to build a new 
high-voltage transmission line to 
serve the plant? 
A: No. There is already a trans¬ 
mission line nearby. 

Energy Efficiency 

During the heating season, keep draperies and shades on 
south facing windows open during the day to allow sunlight to 
enter your home. Close draperies and curtains at night to 
reduce the chill you may feel from cold windows. 

Source: U.S. Dept, of Energy 

Office Closing 
Our office will be 
closed Monday, Nov. 
12 for Veterans Day 
and Thursday and Fri¬ 
day November 22 and 
23 for Thanksgiving. 

Reader prize 
Each month we print the name of a 

Jo-Carroll member who is eligible to win a 
monthly $25 readership prize. If your name 
is printed in this month’s edition, and not 
a part of any article, contact Jo-Carroll 
and claim your prize no later than the 10th 
of the month following publication. 
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Resume of Minuets 
Regular Board Meeting • August 29,2007 

The regular board meeting of Jo- 
Carroll Energy, Inc. was held at 

the cooperative office at 9:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, August 29, 2007. Board 
members and others present were: Jack 
Janssen, Vernon Law, Tom Lundy, Joe 

Mattingley, Russ Simpson, Chris Stadel, 
Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, Marty Werner, 
attorney John Cox, recording secretary 
Dorothy Young, President and CEO 
Michael Hastings, and staff members Pat 
Keleher, Kyle Buros, Richard Larimore 
and Karen Hirsch. 
• The agenda was approved as modified. 
• The consent agenda items were ap¬ 
proved, including a review of the month¬ 

ly safety meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 

• The Chairman distributed a copy of 
the McKinsey Quarterly article regarding 

Strategic Planning. Chairman Simpson 

introduced the new director for District 1 
- Marty Werner. 

Strategic Activity 
• Policy Committee: Stadel presented 
the monthly board policy 105 - Director’s 

Compensation and Benefits. The policy 
was approved as presented. 
• Mattingley gave the report on the 
Succession Planning Committee meeting. 
The President and CEO succession plan¬ 
ning policy was approved as presented. 

The updated position description for the 
President and CEO was approved as pre¬ 
sented. The board approved a Resolution 

of Appreciation for Mary Lund, Dairy- 
land Power, for her assistance with the 

succession planning policy and position 
description for the President and CEO. 

CEO’s Report 
• Financial Operating Report - The 
CEO reviewed the monthly financial op¬ 

erating report. The report was approved. 
• Power Supply Update -The CEO 

reported on the current negotiations for 

future power supply arrangements for Jo- 

Carroll’s new service area. 
• Property Acquisition Update - The 

CEO updated the board on a parcel of 
real estate being considered for purchase 
by the co-op. 

• Property Sale Update - The CEO gave 
an update on the sale of co-op property in 

Galena (the former Alliant Energy build¬ 
ing in the industrial park). 
• CPC Key Ratio Analysis - The CEO 

reviewed Jo-Carroll’s CFC Key Ratio 
analysis. 
• Outage Report- Buros gave a report 

on a number of storm-related outages, 
including the August 7, 2007, lightning 
storm. Two substation transformers in 
Savanna were lost due to lightning from 
that storm. Buros discussed the intensive 
efforts to restore electric service following 

the August 7, 2007, storm. 
• 2007 Budget Variance - The CEO re¬ 
ported on a 2007 budget variance request 
in order to hire a new staff employee to 

assist vith Jo-Carroll’s economic develop¬ 
ment and member services efforts. The 

budget variance was approved. 

Board Issues 
• A resolution for signature authoriza¬ 

tions on behalf of Jo-Carroll Energy was 
approved. 
• The Renewable Energy Resources & 
Coal Technology Development Assis¬ 
tance Charge was discussed and approved 
effective September 1st. The electric- 

related charges are: .05 cents per month 
on each account for residential electric 
service; .50 cents per month on each ac¬ 
count for non-residential electric service 
less than 10 megawatts of peak demand 

during the previous calendar year; $37.50 

per month on each account for non- 

residential electric service that had 10 
megawatts or greater peak demand during 
the previous calendar year. The natural 
gas related charges are: .05 cents per 
month on each account for residential 
natural gas service; .50 cents per month 
on each account for non-residential natu¬ 
ral gas service less than 4 million therms 
of gas of peak demand during the previ¬ 
ous calendar year; $37.50 per month on 

each account for non-residential natural 

gas service that had 4 million therms or 
greater peak demand during the previous 

calendar year. 

• An election of Jo-Carroll board officers 
was held with attorney Cox conduct¬ 

ing the election. Mattingley was elected 
chairman, Stadel was elected vice chair, 
Stanger was elected secretary and Janssen 

was elected treasurer. 
• The Dairyland/AIEC Representative 

was discussed. According to the Dairy- 
land bylaws, Ricke can continue as the 
Dairyland representative until Dairyland’s 
next annual meeting, scheduled for June 
2008. It was the consensus of the Board 
that Ricke remain as the Dairyland di¬ 
rector from Jo-Carroll until June 2008 
and that Stadel, the alternate Dairyland 
director, begin attending the monthly 
Dairyland board meetings. 
• The Jo-Carroll scholarship/youth pro¬ 
gram was discussed. Five annual scholar¬ 
ships of $500.00 each were approved; two 
for Jo-Daviess County, two for Carroll 
County, and one for Whiteside County. 

Two Youth-to-Washington participants 
were approved. 

• The Carroll County Economic De¬ 
velopment Corp (CCEDC) request for 
financial assistance from Jo-Carroll with a 

Carroll County Economic Plan was dis¬ 
cussed. A $2,000 donation was approved 

conditioned upon the CCEDC’s success¬ 
ful raising of the total needed ($6,000 - 
$8,000) and a portion of the total needed 
coming directly from the CCEDC. 
• The upcoming Strategic Planning ses¬ 
sions were discussed. 

Legal Update 
The board went into executive session 

at 1:35 p.m. by consensus to review legal 

issues pending for the Cooperative. The 
board came out of executive session at 

2:15 p.m. 

Reports 
Participants of the Badger Power Co¬ 

operative Annual Meeting reported on 
the meeting. The Jo-Carroll annual meet¬ 
ing was discussed. Participants reported 
on a recent ACRE legislative event. 
Member meetings at Albany, Fulton and 
Erie were discussed. 

Resignation of Board Member 
At the conclusion of the board meet¬ 

ing, director Russ Simpson tendered his 

resignation from the board of Jo-Carroll 
Energy. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to 

come before the meeting, it was the con¬ 

sensus of the Board to adjourn the meet¬ 
ing at 3:10 p.m. 
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Co-op Members Eligible for Thousands 
of Dollars in Green Energy Grants 

T O'Carroll Energy’s board of directors 
I has unanimously voted to join the 

Illinois Renewable Energy Resources 
Program. Participation in the program 
makes Jo-Carroll Energy members eli- 
gible to apply for state grants to offset 
a portion of the costs associated with 
installing various types of renewable 
energy projects at their homes and busi¬ 
nesses. 

Jo-Carroll Energy member and Eliza¬ 
beth resident Joan Harmet introduced 
a petition signed by approximately 250 
members encouraging the cooperative to 
participate in the renewable energy pro¬ 
gram at the cooperative’s 2007 annual 
meeting. 

Starting with October bills, Jo-Car- 
roll Energy will assess a charge of $.05 
per month on each residential account 
and $.50 per month on each nonresiden- 
tial account. This fee will be listed on 
member bills as the Renewable Energy 
Charge. The cooperative will send the 
money collected through this surcharge 
to the state, and the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic Opportu¬ 
nity will administer the program. 

In addition to smaller projects, such 
as a single wind turbine or solar array at 
a private home, large renewable energy 
projects, such as Jo-Carroll Energy’s pro¬ 
posed biomass-fueled power plant near 
Thomson, may apply for a grant. 

Jo-Carroll Energy President and 
CEO Michael Hastings said a grant 
from the Renewable Energy Resources 
Program is one of several development 
incentives the cooperative is pursuing for 

its power plant project. 
“This program presents an outstand¬ 

ing opportunity for all members of our 
cooperative to simultaneously save mon¬ 
ey and promote environmentally respon¬ 
sible energy policies,” said Hastings. “In 
exchange for paying as little as a nickel a 
month, Jo-Carroll Energy members will 
support clean energy in Illinois and have 
the right to apply for grants that could be 
worth thousands of dollars. The benefits 
are not limited to homeowners install¬ 
ing devices at their homes: all members 
will benefit if the cooperative receives a 
grant to build our proposed biomass-fu¬ 
eled power plant.” uauapw uuy 

Hastings also highlighted the board’s 
action as prime example of the benefits 
of democratic member control. 

“A motivated group of Jo-Carroll 
Energy members decided this program 
would benefit the cooperative, and they 
acted upon that belief in a proactive and 
constructive manner,” Hastings said. 

The program was established in 1997 
by the state to promote the develop¬ 
ment of renewable energy technologies 
in Illinois. All investor-owned utilities, 
such as ComEd and Ameren, are re¬ 
quired to participate. Cooperatives and 
municipal electric utilities may opt into 
the program if they so desire. Currently, 
four other Illinois electric cooperatives 
participate in the Renewable Energy Re¬ 
sources Program. 



Local Teachers Encouraged to Apply 
for Classroom Empowerment Grants 
I o-Carroll Energy will 

participate in a statewide 
education grant program. 
The Touchstone Energy 
Classroom Empowerment 
Grant fund will distribute 
$20,000 to qualifying proj¬ 
ects across the state of Illi¬ 
nois. To secure one of these 
grants, teachers in Jo-Car- 
roll Energy’s service terri¬ 
tory are encouraged to apply 
by November 9, 2007. 

Last year, Touchstone 
Energy Classroom Empow¬ 
erment Grants totaling 
$1,915 were awarded to a 
local school in the cooper¬ 
ative’s service territory. 

Qualifying projects are those that improve the 
learning environment or increase educational re¬ 
sources for the school. A panel of judges will award 
grants of up to $ 1,000 each based on information 
about the project, the school and the applicant. 

“Jo-Carroll Energy hopes these grants will pro¬ 
vide a real boost for smaller projects that would 
not otherwise be funded,” said Jo-Carroll Energy 
President and CEO Michael Hastings. “We are 
committed to the community and supporting our 
local students and schools.” 

School administrators or teachers must com¬ 
plete and submit the grant application by No¬ 
vember 9. The awards will be announced on 
December 10. Application materials are available 
through each school’s guidance counselor or by 
contacting Jo-Carroll Energy directly. 

For more information about Touchstone Energy 
Classroom Empowerment Grants, please contact 
Charles DeLoach at Jo-Carroll Energy at 800-858- 
5522, ext. 210, or cdeloach@jocarroll.com 

Dual Fuel Test 
Fall test of interruptible heating (Dual Fuel) 

loads in preparation for winter control 

If you are a Jo-Carroll Energy member that 
participates in a residential dual fuel or heating 
load management program the system will be 
tested beginning at 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, No¬ 
vember 14, 2007, This means that controlled 
electric heating will be turned off at 5:00 p.m. 

and remain off throughout the evening. During 
the time the electric heat is off, customers will 
rely on their back-up heating systems. All elec¬ 
tric heating systems will be turned back on by 
11:15 p.m. 

If you experience any problems with your 
electric heating system during this test, please 
contact Jo-Carroll Energy at 1-800-858-5522 
extension 210. 
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Prepare Now for a Power Outage 
Your electric cooperative 

strives to keep your power 
on 24 hours a day. And we do 
what we can to ensure reliable 
power, but we can’t prevent 
winter ice and snow storms that 
can cause damage to our lines. 

We will work to get your 
power on as quickly as possible, 
but sometimes that can take 
awhile. Follow the tips below to 
stay comfortable and safe dun 
ing an extended outage. And 
remember, if you’re ever out of 
power, please call the coopera- 
tive and remain patient if you 
receive a busy signal due to a 
large number of calls. 

Prepare Now 
Keep the following on hand 

this winter to be sure you’re 
ready if a power outage occurs. 
• If you have a generator, 
make sure it is correctly hooked 
up with a transfer switch to 
avoid it sending power back 
through electric lines. 

• Flashlights or candles 
• Battery powered radio 
• Manual can opener and 

wood available. If not, keep ex^ 
tra blankets easily accessible. 
• Know what to do if your 
pipes begin to freeze, ask your 
plumber now. 
• If you or a family member 
rely on life support equipment, 
have a generator or know where 
you will go in case of an outage. 

During the 
Outage 

• Turn off all your appliances. 
When power is restored, turn on 
appliances one at a time. Leave 
one light on to tell you when 
power comes back on. 
• Leave your refrigerator or 
freezer closed. 

Stay Safe 
Never, ever, touch downed 

power lines on your property. 
They may be energized even 
if you are without power. Call 
your co-op immediately if you 
see any hazardous conditions. 

non-perishable foods that don’t 
need cooking (like canned fruit, 
peanut butter, crackers, cereal 
bars, etc.) 
• Keep charcoal or propane 
for your outdoor grill so you can 
prepare food outdoors. 
• Store extra water in jugs or 
even your bathtub if you know 
a storm is on the way. You can 
melt snow later if it’s a snow 
storm. You can use the water to 
flush your toilet by pouring the 
water into the tank. 
• Keep enough medications to 
last a few days. 
• Keep diapers, formula or 
other special items on hand if 
needed. 
• Keep your gas tank full and 
cash on hand in case you need 
to make trips to the store or for 
an emergency. 

• Make sure you have a cord¬ 
ed phone, a cordless phone will 
not work when the power is out. 
Cell phones can’t be recharged 
unless you have an automobile 
charger. 
• If you have a wood stove, 
make sure you have 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Michael Hastings 

I’m enjoying the 
holiday season already; 
I’m looking forward 
to spending time with 
family and friends, great 
food and the reason for 
the season. One of the 

big topics at our house right now 
is the switch to LED Christmas 
lights - from the traditional strings 
of lights we have historically used. 
Sure, LED lights cost a bit more to 
purchase right now than the tra- 
ditional incandescent light strings 
- but the paybacks are huge! 

LED Christmas lights use up to 
90 percent less energy and last sev- 
en times longer than conventional 
Christmas lights. Because they use 
so much less electricity, the cost 
of decorating with these lights is a 
fraction of standard light strings. 

Since LED Christmas lights 
are available in different styles, 
sizes and colors, you can keep your 
Christmas tree twinkling in the 
style you like, while conserving 
energy and saving money. You may 
have to hunt for the best selection 
and options at a few stores, but this 
will probably get better over the 
next several years. 

LED Christmas lights produce 
a more durable light that can burn 
brightly for 50,000 hours, compared 
to about 6,000 hours for incandes¬ 
cent bulbs. The LED lights also 
produce very little heat. This makes 
them safer to use on your trees and 
wreaths compared to the incandes¬ 
cent bulbs. 

LED Christmas lights are avail¬ 
able in strings from 20 to 150 bulbs 
with red, green, blue, white, yellow 
and multi-colored bulbs. There are 
many styles available including 
mini-ice, ball-shaped and C7 and 
C9 (candle-shaped) bulbs. 

As LED Christmas lights are 
used more and more, they have the 
potential to make a significant dent 
in the electricity consumed by fes¬ 
tive lighting each holiday season. 
Traditional screw socket bulbs use 
either 5 or 7 watts per bulb. With 
25 lights per string, that translates 
to a lot of electricity - between 
125 to 175 watts per string. Un¬ 
fortunately, most of this energy is 
wasted; less than 10 percent of the 
power used by a traditional incan¬ 
descent bulb goes into creating 
light - the rest is lost as heat. 

The following chart compares 
the cost of LED Christmas light 
usage to both mini and large incan¬ 
descent lamps. 

Type of Bulb Energy Use* Average Cost* 
100 Large Incandescent 7 watts, 315 kWh $31.50 

100 Mini Incandescent 0.45 watts, 20.25 kWh $2.03 

100 LED Christmas Lights 0.043 watts, 1.94 kWh $0.19 

* Calculated using an average residential 

rate of 10 cents/kWh, based on five hours per 

day use for 90 days. 

I hope this information helps 
you make your Christmas light 
choices in the future! This is 
just one of many ways to con- 

► Continued on page 16b 
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► Continued from page 16a 

serve energy while continuing to 
enjoy a great holiday season. 

From my family to yours, may 
you have a joyous Christmas sea¬ 
son and Happy New Year! 

Do your part to make this 
holiday season ‘greener’ by 
reducing the impact on our en¬ 
vironment. Keep a little more 
‘green’ in your wallet by taking 
advantage of cash-back incen¬ 
tives from Jo-Carroll Energy. 
Now through Dec. 31, 2007, 
you can save money with a 
cash rebate from your local en¬ 
ergy cooperative for up to 12 
strings of LED holiday lights 
purchased. See below for rebate 
coupon, and contact the energy 
professionals at your Touch¬ 
stone Energy Cooperative for 
more information. 

Rebate Coupon 
How to apply for your rebate: 

! 1. Purchase LED Christmas lights between Sept. 5 and Dec. 31, 2007. 
2. Complete this coupon and submit it to your co-op by Jan. 15, 2008, with your original sales receipt. 

! Customer Name:   

Account #   

Residential   

Commercial   

Address:   

Rebate: $2 per string (limit 12 strings). 

# of strings:  $2 = 

Send coupon to: Jo-Carroll Energy, P.0. Box 390, Elizabeth, II61028 - Attention - LED Christmas Lights. 

Rebates are for active members of Jo-Carroll Energy. Incentives apply to LED light strings purchased 
between September 5,2007, and December 31,2007. Incentives of $2 per string will be paid on up 
to 12 strings per member. 
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Jo-Carroll Energy Opens Savanna Office 
Electricity and natural gas con¬ 

sumers in the southern portion 
of Jo-Carroll Energy’s service terri¬ 
tory have a convenient new place to 
make payments and ask questions 
about their utility service thanks 
to the co-op’s new Savanna office. 
The office will provide Jo-Carroll 
Energy members in Savanna and 

surrounding communities with the 
same services as the cooperative’s 
headquarters in Elizabeth. 

“Jo-Carroll Energy’s new Sa¬ 
vanna office is another example 
of the cooperative’s commitment 
to personal service from local 
people,” said Jo-Carroll Energy 
President and CEO Michael Hast¬ 

ings. “We are pleased to bring this 
service back to the people of Sa¬ 
vanna and Carroll County.” 

The office is located at 103 
Chicago Avenue and will be open 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Office hours 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
800-858-5522 

For all outages and 
emergencies call 
800-927-5254 

When your power is 
out... 

we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. 

If possible, determine if your neighbors 
have electricity. 

Then call Jo-Carroll Energy Outage 
and Emergency Report Line. Please 
have your account number and location 
readily available so we may restore your 
service quickly. 

During office hours 800-858-5522 
oner office hours — dial 800-927-5254 
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Operation Decoration 
Tips for Keeping the Home Safe This Holiday Season 

National Fire Protection As^ 
sociation (NFPA) statistics 
show that, on average, live 

and artificial Christmas trees 
are the ignition sources of 300 
reported U.S. home structure 
fires each year resulting in 14 
fatalities, 21 injuries and $16.8 
million in property damage. 

“The last thing you want 
during the holidays is a blazing 
Christmas tree,” said Lorraine 
Carli, NFPA’s Assistant Vice 
President of Communications. 
“Following simple safety mea¬ 
sures like making sure your tree 
is well watered, and keeping 
open flames, such as burning 
candles, away from the tree 
will help keep you and your 
home safe.” 

During this holiday season, 
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
(UL) and the NFPA offer these 
additional safety tips for sea¬ 
sonal decorating: 

Christmas Trees 
• Regularly check your tree 
for fresh, green needles. Trees 
that have dried out over several 
weeks burn faster than fresher, 
well-watered trees. Remember 
to keep your tree watered at all 
times. 
• Make sure your tree stand 
holds at least 1 gallon of water. 
As a general rule, stands should 
provide 1 quart of water per 
inch of trunk diameter. The 
average 6-foot tree has a 4'inch 
diameter trunk and can con¬ 
sume as much as 4 quarts or 1 
gallon of water per day. 
• Keep your tree at least 3 feet 
from fireplaces, radiators, space 
heaters, heating vents and other 
sources of heat. Don’t place the 
tree where it blocks an exit. 

Lighting 
• Look for the UL Mark on 
light strings, electrical decora¬ 
tions and extension cords. The 
UL Mark means that UL engi¬ 
neers have tested representative 
samples of the product for fore¬ 
seeable safety hazards such as 
fire and electric shock. 
• Ensure outside lights, decora¬ 
tions and extension cords are 
rated for outside use. Lights in¬ 
tended for indoor-only use bear 
green holographic UL Marks. 
Light strings intended for indoor 
and outdoor use bear red holo¬ 
graphic UL Marks. 
• Carefully inspect each elec¬ 
trical decoration — new or 
old — before plugging it in. 
Cracked sockets, frayed, bare or 
loose wires can cause a serious 
electric shock or start a fire. 
• Don’t use staples or nails to 
hang light strings. Instead, pur¬ 
chase plastic hooks or clips de¬ 
signed for hanging light strings. 
• Check packaging to deter¬ 
mine the maximum number of 
strings that may be connected 
or use this rule of thumb: Con¬ 
nect a maximum of three midget 

(push-in bulbs) light strings or 
up to 50 bulbs of light strings 
with the screw-in bulbs (C7s 
and C9s). 
• Don’t overload extension 
cords by plugging in too many 
decorations. 
• Turn off all electrical lights 
and decorations before leaving 
home or going to bed. 
• Read and follow the manufac¬ 
turer’s instructions for electrical 
decorations. 

Candles 
• Keep candles away from com¬ 
bustible materials, such as decora¬ 
tions, paper, wreaths and boughs. 
• Place candles away from places 
that could be knocked over by a 
person or pet. 
• Use sturdy, non-combustible 
candleholders that can collect 
dripping wax and won’t tip over. 

For more holiday decorating tips 
regarding tree fire prevention, 
electrical safety, ladder safety 
and candle safety, please log 
on to the Web at www.ul.com/ 
newsroom or www.nfpa.org. 
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Save time, money 

with automatic hi 
WG would like to answer your questions. 

,y\ 

From what type of accounts 
can payments be made? 
You can specify your checking or 
savings account at any bank or credit 
union. 

How will I know the amount of 
my bill and payment date? 
Your JCE bill will show your monthly 
use and the date and amount of 
your payment. This will help track 
your use and give you ample time 
to update your account register and 
make sure you have adequate funds. 
The payment will appear on your 
checking or savings statement. 

What if I don't have sufficient 
funds on the payment date? 
It would be as if you had written a 
check with insufficient funds; you 
may incur fees from your financial 
institution and JCE. 

When will automatic payments 
start? 
Your JCE bill will indicate when 
automatic payments begin. 

What if I have billing 
questions? 
Call JCE at least five days prior 
to the due date. 

Where do I find the 
9-diait bank transit 
number? 
Your bank transit number is 
usually located in the lower left 
hand corner of your checks 
and usually precedes your 
bank account number. 

Where do I mail my 
enrollment form? 
Just drop it in the return 
envelope with your JCE 
payment, or mail it to: 

JO-CARROLL ENERGY 

RO. Box 390 

Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 
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JO-CARROLL ENERGY 

PO. Box 390 

Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 

Member Infermatien 
(please print) 

To sign up for automatic bill payment, 
complete this form and return it to Jo- 
Carroll Energy. 

Name  

Service address 

City  

State  

Signature 

Date 

Zip 

Required Financial Information 

Name of Bank 

Phone Number of Bank 
i 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative . Address of Bank 

9-Digit Bank Transit Number 

□ Checking □ Savings 

Account Number 

(If checking account, please enclose a 
voided check) 

JCE account number(s)  

For additional information, 
contact Jo-Carroll Energy at: 

800-858-5522 or 815-858-2207 
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Resume of Minutes 
Regular Board Meeting • September 26,2007 

The regular board meeting of 
Jo'Carroll Energy, Inc. was 

held at the Cooperative office 
at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, Sep¬ 
tember 26, 2007. Board mem¬ 
bers and others present were: 
Jack Janssen, Vernon Law, Tom 
Lundy, Joe Mattingley, Chris St- 
adel, Marcy Stanger, Pat Smith, 
Marty Werner, recording secre¬ 
tary Dorothy Young, President 
and CEO Michael Hastings, and 
staff members John Cox, Russ 
Simpson, Kyle Buros, Richard 
Larimore and Karen Hirsch. 
• The agenda was approved as 
modified. 
• The consent agenda items 
were approved, including a 
review of the monthly safety 
meeting minutes. 

Chairman’s Report 
• Chairman Mattingley report¬ 
ed on his approach to strategic 
planning, energy supply, finan¬ 
cial planning, public interface 
and confidentiality. 

Strategic Activity 
• Policy Committee: Stadel 
presented the monthly board 
policy 106 - Service Recognition 
of Retiring Directors. The policy 
was approved as presented. 

CEO’s Report 
• Financial Operating Re¬ 
port - The CEO reviewed the 
monthly financial operating re¬ 
port. The report was approved. 
• Power Supply Update -The 
CEO reported on the current 
negotiations for future power 
supply arrangements for Jo-Car- 
roll’s new service area. 
• Power Plant Update - The 
CEO updated the board on the 
renewable power plant and re¬ 
lated meetings that have been 
scheduled. 

• Net Metering Update - The 
CEO provided a review of net 
metering. This included the 
“avoided cost” concept, Dairy- 
land’s approach, Jo-Carroll’s 
current distributed generation 
policy, the new state law re¬ 
quiring net metering for inves¬ 
tor-owned utilities and the 
implications for co-ops, as well as 
the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives’ (AIEC) activi¬ 
ties on the topic, including the 
development of a model policy. 
• Savanna Office Opening 
- Jo-Carroll’s Savanna Office 
will be opening next week. 
• Legislative Activities- Cox 
gave a report on recent ACRE 
events and his involvement with 
the AIEC legislative program. 
• Carroll County Ethanol 
Line Extension Report - A 
report was provided concern¬ 
ing electric and natural gas line 
extensions to Carroll County 
Ethanol’s planned ethanol facili¬ 
ties just north of Thomson, 111. 
Board Issues 
• The Badger Group Voting 
Delegate/Altemate were selected. 
• The appointment of a new 
Director for District 7 was dis¬ 
cussed. 
• Simpson’s resignation from 
the board was accepted. 
• A proposal to provide 
popcorn bags with the Jo-Car- 
roll logo to area schools was 
reviewed. The costs for the 
program were reviewed and the 
proposal approved. 
• A question and answer draft 
prepared by the President and 
CEO was reviewed. 

Legal Update 

The board went into ex¬ 
ecutive session at 1:12 p.m. by 
consensus to review legal issues 
pending for the cooperative. 

The board came out of execu¬ 
tive session at 1:24 p.m. 

Reports 
Participants reported on the 

recent Senator Jacob’s event 
that was supported by ACRE. 
The NRECA Region V Meeting 
was reported on by those in at¬ 
tendance. The power plant pub¬ 
lic roll-out event was discussed. 
Meetings 

Meetings were scheduled 
for the following Committees: 
Policy, Annual Meeting, New 
Director and Legislative. 

A resolution of appreciation 
for Mary Lund’s assistance with 
the President and CEO position 
description and succession plan¬ 
ning policy was approved. 

The Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives’ director 
classes for 2008 were discussed. 

A discussion was held re¬ 
garding Director involvement 
with the communities in their 
respective districts. 

A discussion was held re¬ 
garding recognition for former 
directors Ricke and Simpson. 

The upcoming Jo-Carroll 
strategic planning conference 
was discussed. 

Adjournment 
There being no further busi¬ 

ness to come before the meet¬ 
ing, it was the consensus of the 
Board to adjourn the meeting at 
1:40 p.m. 

Jo-Carroll Energy 

793 U.S. Route 20 West 
P.O. Box 390 

Elizabeth, Illinois 61028-0390 
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